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ANOTHER SCORING.

Secretary Morton was interviewed by
the Washington, D. C., Evening Star, in
regard to the action of the National Grange
requesting his resignation. Mr. Morton Is
reported as saying:

" The Grange is an independent body. There can
be no objection to that or any other independent
body attending to the purposes for which it was cre-
ated. It is subject ,to criticism whenever it devotes
itself to any other purposes. And only to those
Grangers and Granges who have been instituted for
other than agricultural advancement can any of the
language used in the remarks at Chicago on the 16th
of last October be applied. The gentlemen who ap-
plied and fitted these remarks to themselves have no
cause for self congratulation. What would they
think if farmers who formerly belonged to the
Grange should pass a series of resolutions inquiring
what became of more than $200,000 that the Nation-
al Grange alleged some years since it held in the
form of government bonds for the benefit of the
Order? Of course, it is understood that the reply to
such a resolution would be that it had been returned
to the State Grangesin each case,and then the ques-
tion would be: What did the State Granges do with
it?  How much of the $200,000 ever reached the
the original donors or contributors of that sum ?"

ThesechargesBro. J. J. Woodman de-
niesin jclcommunlcatlon to t_he Star, very
emphatically.  After showing that Mr.
Morton's attempt at hedging on his re-
marks at Chicagois unavailing, and show-
ing, by figures from the books of the
National Grange, that Mr. Morton's alle-
gations concerning the supposed $200,000
squandered by the Grange are false, he
closeshy thus paying his respects to the
Honorable Secretary:

" The charge or intimation that any State Grange
squandered or misapplied this fund has never before,
to my knowledge, been made. | will state, for the
honorable Secretary's special benefit, that it was not
intended that this fior.ation be ' return(ild to tbf orisr-
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ceired lessthan ten centseachAJid if any one claim-
ing to have 'formerly belonged to the Grange' in
Nebraska is solicitous about that ten cents,’ | am
certain that the State Grange of Nebraska will re-
fund it to him with interest, upon proper application,
provided that a receipt in full payment for the same
will be given to the State Grange It will be seen
that the amount of National Gnnge funds 're-
turned to the State Granges'wasj¢>4,811.36, instead
of '$200,000, as Mr. Merton sta® it. As all the
financial transactions of the Natiqaa' Grange are in
its published proceedings, consequently accessibleto
every one desiring information from them, it is diffi-
cult to understand how any sane tun could make
charges against a great brotherhood of agriculturists,
which heought to have known and could have known
were false in every particular, and to so distort fig-
ures asto make an intimation of financial corruption
appear $145,188.64 more than the ictual amount
involved, exceptthrough ' profound ignorance,’ or a
willful intention to misrepresent.”

PATRONS OF MICHIttiN.

Another year's work is beforeus. Once
more we are to consider plans through
which we hope to build up atd make
stronger the Order in our state. There
are thousandsof farmers with their fami-
lies who should be encouragedto join with
us in our efforts to advance our elassto
their proper spherein intelligence,useful-
ness,and influence. The National Grange
and mostof the State Grangeshave Rcently
met, and never in the history of Grange
work hasthere beenmore general interest
displayed. The petitions, memorial® and
resolutions presented were numerousand
the discussionsthereon were spirited «id
earnest, fully showing that fariners are
reading, observing,and thinking uponall
the questionsof the day. Neverwasthtre
a time when farmers see more clearly tte
importance of organization.

UNITED EFFORT NEEDED.

The Granges of Michigan have but to
make one united effort and their strength
will be greatly increased. Shall we do it?
This question should be taken home by
every Grange and every member. Tes,
fellow Patrons, let us make a strong pull
all together. Let usbegin at once. Time is
precious. The winter will soon be gone
and field labors will again demand our at-
tention. For the next three months the
meetingsof every Subordinate Grange and
especially every Pomona Grange in the
state, should devotea good portion of their
time to actual work preparatory and in ex-
ecution of plans for a general Grange ex-
tension. The members should resolve
themselves,into a committee of the whole
to gointo the field and talk and act Grange

principles. Let your light shineout bright
and clear and many will be attracted
thereto.

SOME ABE SLEEPY AND INACTIVE.
The trouble, and the only trouble, with

IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THA f
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every sleepyor dormant Grangein the state
isthedon't care and helplessattitude of the
members relative to Grange work. The
condition, usefulness and ﬁrosperity <r
every Grangeis wholly, in the hands arj
keeping of its own members. If a Grange
is healthy and useful,its own members put
it in that condition. If a Grange is dor-
mant and nearly uselessjts own members
are wholly responsible. The membersmake
or ruin every Grangein proportion to their
united efforts for or against.

No power within reach can keepa goou
live Grange unlessits membersaie willing
to unitedly work for success.

The State Grange is anxious to seeevery
Grange in Michigan increaseits member-
ship and to seemany new Granges organ-
ized. It will doall in its power to bring
about this result. It cannot do this alone,
it canonly help youto makeyour success
greater. Let us make a strong pull all
together. GEO. B. HORTON.

FROM THE NATIONAL LECTURER.

To proclaim the truths and principles
which underlie the Order of Patrons of
Husbandry, and to keep them constantly
before the minds of the tpeople, has been,
and now is, the work of the Lecturer of'
the National Grange. That this work hne
beenwell and nobly done in the yearsthat i
have passed, the records will show, but
with all the achievementsof the past, with
an unbroken record of progress on every
pageof its history, the grand mission of
the Grange in educating the farmers hs.s
only just begun; and as| seethe magni-
tude of the vprk~btiore mi and asits_ fr*
tier possBumesare openeduptd ¢¢ 7vis®
ion, | should feel like shrinking from
the task becauseof my inability to meet
the requirements of the position, did |
not feel assuredof the hearty cooperation
and support of the Lecturers, MuUsters,
and other officers of the Subordinate,
Pomona, and State Granges throughout
the land. With such support, and the
cooperation of the entire membership
of the Order, | feel inspired to go for-
ward in the work with the firm belief that
our united efforts will be crowned with
abundant success. Individually we can do
but little in advancing the interests and
battling for the rights of the tillirs of the
soil, but collectively, with entire harmony
of thought and action, we can meet and
conquer all opposing forces, and show to
the world that the American farmers are
moving gradually forward in asserting
their rights and improving their condition
in all the lines which relate to their social,
educational, political and material advance-
ment.

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.

It is the desire of the Lecturer of the
National Grange to keep in touch
with the membership of the Order in all
parts of the country, and to this end cor-
respondenceis solicited from the officers
and membersof State,Pomona,and Subor-
dinate Granges—moreespeciallythe Lect-
urers—upon all subjects which relate to
the welfare of the Order and the interests
of the rural population. The Lecturer
may not be able to answer all of theselet-
ters, but the writers may rest assured that
all communications will receive careful
consideration, and that all suggestiongfor
the good of tKe Order will be most gladly
received.

WE MUST USE THE PRESS.

It should beour plan to usethe newspa-
per pressof the country, so far 8 may be
deemedpracticable, in keepingthe objects
and aims of the Order, together with such
facts as may be of general interest, con-
stantly before the people; and in this con-
nection | wish to suggestthat the local
press in all parts of the couhtry can be
utilized for the good of the Order by the
Vacturers and correspondents of Subordi-
nate Granges to a much greater degree
th<q in the past, by furnishing more short,
shirp, spicy items relating to Grange
me«tings, progress, prospects, etc. The
papers of the country, espeiallythe agri-
cult ral papers, are nearly all very friend-
ly the Order, and would gladly print all
suchnatter that could be furnished them,
andy we make the advance in Grange
work which we so fondly anticipate we
must lot neglect any means within our
reach U accomplish the object sought.
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Such bulletins relating to Grange work
will, from time to time, be sent from this
office asthe exigenciesof the Order may
demand, and the funds at the disposal of
the Lecturer will admit. Seeking God's
blessingsupon our efforts, may we labor
together for the uplifting of humanity, and
the dawn of a better day for the prosperity
and happinessof the American farmer.

Yours fraternally,

ALPHA MESSER,
Lecturer National Grange.
MORTON HEDGES.

Secretary Morton says that "only to
those Grangers and Granges who have
beeninstituted for other than agricultural
advancementcan an?;_of the language used
in the remarks at Chicago be applied.”

This construction may be the proper
one, it may be what the Secretaryintended
to sayat Chicago. But here is what he
did say:

" American farmers have foes to contend with,
they are not the natural foes—notthe weevil of
the wheat, not the murrain in cattle nor the chol-
era in swine, nor the drouth, nor the chinch-bug.
The most insidious and destructive foes to the
farmer is the' professional farmer,' who, asa ' pro-
moter' of granges and alliances, for political
purposes, farms the farmer. It istrue that Ameri-
can farm life is isolated and that in the newer
sections there is too. little of social pleasure and
festivity, but my hope for the future of the farmer
is not based on gregariousness. He will not suc-
ceed better by forming granges and alliances,
which generally seek to attend to some other
business than farming, and frequently propose to
run railroads and banks and even propose to es-
tablish new systems of coinage for the govern-
men ..than he will by individual investigations of
¢écon -siic questions.”

part of Mr. Morton.
A CONTRAST.

In the early days of the Grange, and
many years before the formation of the
many newer farmer organizations, the
Grange took a great interest in the Agri-
cultural Department, and centered much
strength and influencein favor of methodsof
widening its field of usefulnessand of in-
creasingits meansof support, appropriate
with the rank of agriculture in other coun-
tries; while an earneststruggle wasentered
to raiseits standard of individuality to an
equal with other departments of govern-
ment. And all other causes combined
were not equal to the influence of the
Grange and its membership in changing
it from aneglectedcorner auxiliary of the
Department of Interior, cooped in the
Patent Office building, to the exalted posi-
tion now enjoyed, with its chief sitting at
the royal communion table of government
advisers.

THE FIRST SECRETARY.

The first incumbent of this high posi-
tion by word and pen, lost no opportunity
of acknowledging his appreciation of the
aid and support of farmers and their or-
ganizations; and, as a member of the
Grange, took every opportunity within his
reach of associatingwith the members in
their meetings,and pointing the way which
his mind conceivedthat would bring the
Department and its auxiliaries, the experi-
ment stations, with the tillers of the sail,
into the closestand most reciprocal rela-
tions of work and study, ever holding up
the farmer asan equal in citizenship with
with his associatesn other callings in life.

MR. RUSK'S CHARACTERISTICS.

This important position was next filled
by one who camefrom the farm and the
farmers' organizations, retaining through
his life, though raised to many positions
of public responsibility, his strong affilia-
tion to the intelligent tillers of the soil,
and his broad views of their relations as
citizens and their duty in the times, canbe
well taken from his pen as found in the
North American Review, where he well
knew they would be read by some of the
most intelligent of people,by great think-
ers and writers, as well as people high
in national rank at homeand abroad.

Secretary Rusk said:

" To every patriotic man, the first sug-
gestion from passing events or changing
conditions of affairs of his country, is
duty. It will be unnecessaryfor meto call
attention here to the wide spread move-
ment among the farmers of the country
toward more active participation in public
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affairs or to emphasizethe causesto which

this movement owesits present activity.

* * * | am of thosewho believe
that the farmer in politics has cometo stay.
More, | am of those who believe that, in

spite of possible,nay, inevitable blunders
on the part of men comparatively untried

in the conduct of public affairs, the pres-
enceand influence of the farmer in politics,

will ultimately prove beneficial to the

country at large. * * * On the

other hand capital needfear 110 illegitimate

onslaught on the rights of property at the

hands of men who own their own* homes,
who till their own acres, and who owe
their living to the proper administration

of the little capital they possess. In the
face, then, of this movement,it behooves
every thoughtful American citizen who
loves his country to ask himself the ques-
tion, What is the duty of the hour?"

Thesemen but echo the sentiment and
expressionsof scoresof writers and speak-
ers for the past twenty-five years, persons
who have been in the best positions to
know whereof they speak, and including
men of the highestrank in every calling.

THE PRESENT INCUMBENT.

But what shall we say of the expression
of the present Secretary of Agriculture,
asquoted in the Western Rural from his
addressbefore the Farmers' Congressin
Chicago? Did he supposehimself among
thosewho did not know the work of farm-
ers' organizations? Or washecatering for
the approval of the disaffected and the
anti-organizationist when he said, " We
all understand that, so far, Granges and
Alliance organizations have been found
1o» "tieyiLl— to * sop-ethins' ek«o> mihy*
than farming; that they have been
" worked,' to usethe parlance of the day,
by journeymen farmers, who have for
political purposes, farmed the farmers."
And again, " Everybody except the mem-
bers themselves,understood perfectly well
"that the Grange and Alliance organiza-
tions of farmers throughout the country
have been controlled by demagoguesand
politicians, who, for political purposeshave
condescendedo join their ranks and teach
them what they ought to say and do."

Brother Patron, and neighbor farmer,
compare these views and consider the
fact, that in the courseof political events,
men from someother calling or profession
in life are so frequently selected through
personal favoritism, or a reward of polit-
ical influence, to fill the exalted positions
and perform the official dutiesof a depart-
ment for the benefit of, and representative
of, a great industry of the people, and
in variance with their judgment and
wishesand to the exclusionof thosebetter
gualified and deserving from among the
representativemembers of their own ranks,
and by life and occupation identified with
the Department, its industry and its
people.

Question: What will you say? Is there
no necessity for support of association,
organization, and education?

Then, of duty, aid and assistance—are
you contributing your rightful share?

Ypsilanti. A. J. CROSBY, JR.

A HANDSOME TRIBUTE.

The Antrim county bar recently passed
resolutionsin token of their appreciation
of Judge Ramsdell's services as judge of
thirteenth circuit. Among other things

the resolutions said:

" He was one who was ever watchful of the wel-
fare of the people, who practiced economy and fru-
gality in tke conducting of his courts without the
sacrifice of efficiency; one who has'ever judged right-
eously between man and his brother and the stranger
that is with him." In sitting in judgment between
the rich and poor, he considered not the poor man's
needs or the rich man's wealth. Unbiased and un-
prejudiced he performed his duties and he lays aside
the judicial ermine unstained and unsullied.

" The journal of this court and the records of a
higher court bear witness of his sound judgment, his
high ability, and his eminent qualifications; and
while he leavesthe bench, he still retains the great-
est respect and esteem of each member of the bar
association of Antrim county, who feel thatthey «are
parting with a tried and trusty friend.

" However ably his successormay fill his place up-
on the bench, we cannot help feeling the loss of him
whose years of service in this court has madeit seem
that there could be no court without his presence;who
has ever met the irritating and vexatious incidents of
the position with fortitude and patience; whose dignity
and position haveever been marked with fitness and
stability, yet clothed in most considerate kindness.
And should he ever return to again occupy the bench
which he hassolong and so ably graced, the mem-
bers of this association will gladly welcome him."



