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STATE DEPARTMENTS.
Board of Corrections and Charities, Board
of Health, and the Judiciary.
rwe invite our readers to ask any questions they may wish
in reeard to the details of work, conduct, or expense of any
department which we have already described in this series of

argcles. We shall be glid to reply to the best of our ability,
through the VISITOR.]

Board of Corrections and Charities.

The state board of corrections and
charities was establishedin 1872,and con-
sists of the governor, ex officio, and four
commissionersappointed by him, eachfor
a period of eight years. The members

receive no compensation except expenses.

The board choosesa secretary who has his
office in the capitol. The board visits each
penal, reformatory, and charitable state
Institution at least oncea year, and usually
two or three times a year. For this pur-
pose the institutions are divided among
the membersof the board, each visiting a
prison, a reformatory, and an asylum, as
near asmay be. The aim in these visits
is to notice the appearanceof the inmates,
with their food and care, the care of the
property, cleanliness,and to some extent
the accounts. All such institutions in the
state have a uniform system of keeﬂing
accounts which is in accordancewith a
manual furnished by the state accountant.
Suggestions are made by the visiting
member as he may seefit.

When each of these institutions makes
up its estimates for legislative appropria-
tions, the estimatesin detail are submitted to
the board of corrections and charities. The
board considergheestimatesaftera person-
al visit for the specialpurpose of determi-
ningtheneedsoftheinstitution,and reporje
its opinion to the board of control of the in-
stitution. This report is published with
the report of the institution to the legisla-
ture. Frequently the requests of the
institution are cut down by the board of
charities, and the legislature is very apt to
follow the advice of the latter board.

The law also recgjuires that when an?/ of
theseinstitutions desireto build, the plans
of the building, the ventilation, sewerage,
and heating must be submitted to the
board of charities for approval. And no
money can be paid out of the state treas-
ury for the carrying out of these plans
until the board of corrections and chari-
ties shall have filed with the auditor gen-
eral an opinion that the work can be done
within the amount specifiedby the appro-
priation.

The board divides the state into five
districts for the purpose of visiting county
jails and poorhouses,each member of the
board, including the secretary, taking a
district. The board reports the state of
affairs asthey find them with referenceto
the buildings, care of inmates, fire protec-
tion and escapes,etc. The board has no
authority to compel changesto be made,
but does make recommendations. And
if the authorities do not reform the
evils it may call attention to the
matter through the local papers. The
board desiresto have alaw passedthat will
require plans of jails to be submitted to it
for approval.

Pauper patients from Wayne county
may, after two years, be supported in the
Wayne county insane asylum at state ex-
pense. The board certifies that the care
has beenadequate and proper, and on such
certification the chargesare allowed by the
board of auditors.

The board of corrections and charities
also passesn the caseof thoseinsanewho
have developeddangerous tendencies,and
on its approval such patients are sent to
the asylum for dangerousand criminal in-
saneat lonia.

The institutions that come under the
scopeof the board's labors are asfollows:

PRISONS.

Stateprison, Jackson.
Houseof correction,loma.
Branchof stateprison, Marquette.

Houseof Correc%q?FB%tmETO BIES

Industrial homefor boys, Lansing.
M girls, Adrian.
CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

Michigan asylumfor insane,Kalamazoo.
EasternMichigan asylum, Pontiac.

Northern " " TraverseCity.

Asylum for dangerousandcriminal insane, loma.
Statepublic school, Coldwater.

Schoolfor the deaf, Flint.

After this year ther& will be added the
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upper peninsula asylum at Newberry, and
the homefor feebleminded at Lapeer, both
now in processof building.

The socalled "county agents" are really
agentsof the board of corrections and char-
ittes. They are however appointed by the
governor. They hold office until removed.
Theiré)ay is $3aday when doing state work
limited to an aggregateof $100per annum,
and necessar?/expenses. Their expenses
are additional to those of the board of
charities.

When a child under 16 years of age is
arrested, the county agentis notified, and
makes a thorough examination of the case,
and reports results to the court, with re-
commendations, which latter are usually
adopted by the court. As a consequence,
only about one-third of those arrested are
ever sentto the raformatories. The fol-
lowing facts are for the fiscal year 1892.

812
18
241
166
108
59

No. of arrestsby countyagents
Averageageof thosearrested
Returnedto parents.
Suspendedentence
Discharged

Fined

Committedto reformatories 230
Childrenplacedin homesfrom stateinstitutions 396

There is an annual conference of the
countK agentswith the board of corrections
and charities, and the county agentshavea
state association. The expenseof thecounty
agent systemis about $6,000per year. The
systemis peculiar to Michigan. The county
agentalsovisitsthe residencesof thosewho
wish children from state institutions, and
makes recommendations concerning them.
He placesthe child there and visits there
occasionallyto seeif the child is receivin
proper care. We shall give the duties o
the county agents more in detail, in the
future

EXPENSES.

An appropriation of |5,000 a year is
made for the expensesf the board. On
the average$900a year of this is covered
back into the treasury as non-expended.
The secretary receives $2,000 a year, and
he hasa stenographerat $660. Traveling
expensesaverage about $900 a year, and
the miscellaneous expenses of printing,
stationery, etc., are about $500 a year.

State Board of Health.

This board consists of six members,
aﬁ‘pointed by the governor, the term of
office being six years. The membersserve
without pay except necessary expenses.
The board choosesa secretary who hasan
office in the capitol, and who is the execu-
tive officer of the board. He receivesa
salary of $3,000a year. The board has
regular quarterly meetings,and occasional
special meetings.

The object of the existenceof this board
is stated in the law which defines their
duties to be as follows: " They shall have
the %eneral supervision of the interests of
the health and life of the citizens of this
state. They shall especially study the
vital statistics of this state, and endeavor
to make intelligent and profitable use of
the collectedrecords of deathsand of sick-
nessamong the people. They shall make
sanitary investigations, and inquiries re-
specting the causesof diseaseand espec-
ially of epidemics;the causesof mortality,
and the effects of localities, employments,
conditions, ingesta, habits and circum-
stanceson the health of the people. They
shall when re#uired, or when they deemit
best, advise officers of the government, or
other stateboards, in regard to the location,
drainage, water supply, disposalof excreta,
heating and ventilatioii, of any public in-
stitution or building. They shall from
time to time recommend standard works
on the subject of hygiene for the use of
the schoolsof the state."

The board is intended to cooperatewith
the local boards of health, of which there
is onein every city, village, and township.
Dangerousand contagiousdiseasesre the
ones to which special attention is given.
In such casesthe physician in attendance
is exgectedto report the facts to the local
health official, and he to the state board of
health. Occasionally the notice of such
casesis obtained from the daily and local
papers. When the caseis thus reported or
noticed, leaflets containing material that
instructs in a plain and brief way the best
methods of restricting that disease,are at
once forwarded to the local health official.
He distributes the leafletsat the housecon-

Continuedon page5.

POLITICS TS. STATESMANSHIP.

First prize oration, delivered by Mr. L. A. Wilson, class of
‘94, Michigan Agricultural College.
No

Misgovernment is a universal evil.
nation has ever existed without its de-
structive influence. That wehave misgov-
ernment in our midst, seemsat first, diffi-
cult to understand, yet its evidencessur-
round us on every hand. A disordered
political system,an inefficient civil service,
a stunted ballot, and a deranged currency;,
all thesestare us in the faceif we will but
seethem. And wenaturally ask, "Whence
this misgovernment? Who hasthus dared
to defacethe fair page of our nation's his-
tory?" For our answerwe can only turn
to thosewho have conductedthe affairs of
our government; them must we hold re-
sponsible,and them censure.

Public men may be divided into two
classésthe politicians and the statesmen.
| propose to point out the difference be-
tween thesetwo factors in our government,
and the influence of each on our politics;
to show how the politicians have sown the
seedsof misgovernment that have germi-
nated, grown, and ripened into such fruit-
ful sourcesof political evil.

Who is the American politician? By
the politician | do not mean any man who
enters public life, but that manwith whom
national and public welfare are secondin
importance to self and party interests.
Here we may properly make a distinction
and divide the politicians into two classes:
the one, narrow-minded and bigoted; the
other, selfishand covetous.

The narrow-minded politician is that
mar whpse methods and beliefs are not
bae-iLon broad and liberal ideasthat tend
>0 advancement, but on the
narrow path of party affiliation. Hais thw
conservativewho never seesa question in
but one light. As alaw-maker he rushes
along in this rut of bigotry, and turns a
deaf earto the appealsof liberal men,who,
on every side, urge him to stoP and con-
sider some new plans for public welfare.
He cries out that they must leave those
branching avenues of new thought and
stick to the old party rut; that all other
roads are of quicksand and lead down into
the darkest pits of national distress. He
is bound fast to the spoke of the party
wheelwhich often crashesdown the hill of
defeat,carrying with it tensof thousandsof
adherents, crushing with merciless force
vast numbers who are left mangled and
bleedingin its wake. He is the man who
believes that everything outside of his
party's principles is wrong, impracticable,
and the institution of traitors; that what-
ever his party advocates is right, and
should be adopted by the people. His
party is his religion, his God, his all.
Although he may do no intentional harm,
yet he hinders legislation, prevents the
passageof unbiased laws, and thus defeats
the endsof government.

The selfish politician is that man whose
highest ambition is personal successand
who seeksto satiate his avarice through
party success. He has no scruples as to
what meanshe employsto accomplish his
ends. He takes into his confidence and
makesuse of the most depraved specimens
of humanity only so they will secure him
votes. His strongholds are the cities, the
saloon his workshop and the saloonkeeper
his accomplice. He wields the tools of
wheedling, bulldozing, bribery, and any
form of corrupt influence that will serve
his purpose. Political rings and an un-
principled pressare his supporters. With a
complete system of bosses,workers and
heelers, primaries are manipulated, con-
ventions and nominations prearranged, and
elections influenced. Is this government
of the people, by the people,and for the
people? No! It is American politics.

Our political parties are bigoted and un-
compromising, eachclaiming that the onl
safesolution to public questionsis throug
the adoption of its particular principles;
that the moment onestepsoff the old party
platform and advocatesa different founda-
tion for national laws, he endangers the
safety of the nation. Why do not our
two great political parties come down from
the old rickety party structures and meet
on a common (I:;round of liberal thought, to
discussand solvethose problems which are
sovital to the people? On the contrary,
in framing legislation, whil9 one party,
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through lengthy speechesgalls heavenand
earth to witnessthat the country is ruined
if the opponents have a remnant of power
left, the other party isin the committee
room arranging a filibuster or other wire-
pulling scheme. Is this legislation for the
massesand for the best solution of great
national problems? No! It is American
politics.

Another phase of our politics which is
in adeplorable condition is our civil ser-
vice. It has becomea shamelessjobbing
and gambling in offices,a menaceto our
welfare, and a reproach to our civilization.
" To the victors belongthe spoils" is the
key-note to our present systemof civil ap-

ointments. Neverwas a principle more
alse and misleading. The fruits of that
most unwise doctrine inaugurated by An-
drew Jackson, have grown and augmented
into a prolific sourceof political evil. Ap-
pointments in our civil service are not
made on a basisof individual merit, but as
premiums for party affiliation and compen-
sations for party work. Instead of honest
and capable officers, faithful to the public
trust, we have brawling politicians who dis-
gracethe public bookswith their scrawling
chirography and their blundering arithme-
tic and grammar. Incompetency and dis-
honesty find their way to good positions
and fat salaries through this contemptible
system of partisan appointments. Nor is
there any Incentive for aman of honest
and ability to seekemploymentin the civi
service; for when the tide of public favor
turns, he must stepsdown and out to make
room for some green demagogue who has
yelled the party yell and must have his re-

ward. Is this a public service of which
9 gavg ., U :va Kb io Atiuurua
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Will our

from this bondage of politica*'slavery ana
asserttheir rights? Will they ever cease
to be blindfolded by the politicians, who
play with the interests of the peoplewhile
great national questionsare burning for a
solution? Or will they stand by in this
blind way till the sun of freedom sets on
the Waterloo of their brightest hopes?
But we haveanother classof public meD,
the statesmen,who, like the Spartans of
Thermopylse, have stood firmly by the
standard of political purity. Who is this
American statesman? What has beenhis
influence on our politics? The statesman
is the ideal American citizen; zealousfor
the right and the maintenance of liberty
and equality; law-abiding and free-think-
ing. He is the broad-minded liberalist
whoseideasare not biased by party preju-
dices, but are builded on the firm founda-
tion of patriotic judgment; whose every
action is with an eyesingle to the nation's
welfare; who accepts no party's principles
because that party advocatesthem, but
only that after thorough consideration he
believesthey are right. This is the ideal
statesmanwho cares not for party; whose
highest ambition is to serve his country;
who is never influenced by any form of
corruption.  This is the man of whom we
may well beproud. This is statesmanship.

The influence of the statesmenon our
politics has been of inestimable value.
They have acted as a check on the mad
rush of the politicians in legislation.
They have fought the battle for good and
honest government. They have started
every great scheme for improvement.
They have effectedevery great reform.

We have seen the effects of two great
forcesin our politics. Let us consider a
few neededreforms.

First, we should effect a speedy and
radical reform in our civil service. Not
party affiliation and party work, but indi-
vidual ability alone should be considered
as a recommendation to office. Our civil
service should be conducted on a basis of
rigid examinations as is our military de-
partment. Let examinations be held by
capable, unbiased men, and let it never be
askedof an applicant, " To what party do
you belong?"  Thorough businessprinci-
ples should be observed. Do not throw
men out every time the political tide turns,
but insure to goodmen permanenceof em-
ployment and chanceof promotion. Then
will the besttalent of the land be attracted
to this department, and it will be raised
from out the mire of disgrace,to an honor-
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