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" CONSEQUENCE THAN THE FARM. AND SHOUL

Report of Ex
State Grange, 18935,
~ We commence our report upon the sub-
Ject of national tinance by quoting the first
paragraph of our last year's report and
portions of the second, third and fourth:
At our last annual meeting we reviewed
the financial and economic conditions of
the country and commented at some length
upon the disastrous policy of the govern-
ment, and the inefliciency of its financial
administration. During the past year there
has been no improvement in this respect;
matters have grown worse and worse with
every month. The value of farm property

of labor, have been constantly falling,
while the value of credit property and le-
gal tender money has heen constantly in-
creasing.  Debts incurred a year ago, and
previous to that time, require 20 per cent
more of the average farm products to pay
the principal now than it would a year ago,
and so with the average products of all
other labor, while salaries of public officers
and all incomes fixed by law remain the
same, or have heen increased. The gov-
ernment by this false and destructive policy
of making gold, which is constantly in-
creasing in value, the sole measure of
credit values has embarrassed itself, and
now comes forward as a borrower in com-
petition with the debtors whom its financial
policy has distressed. Having made it
more profitable to hoard legal tender
money than to invest it in any productive
enterprise, it now comes in as a borrower
for the sole purpose of hoarding a hundred
millions more.

No intelligent person who considers the |

subjece can expect a revival "Uf wadusivies
under such conditions.

A financial policy that makes idle money
more profitable than money invested in
productive industry must necessarily crip-
ple enterprise and diminish cireulation.

Thousands of manufacturing plants are |

lying idle, and millions of willine work-
men are out of employment because the

money required to buy materials to stock |

the plants and manufacture the finished

product will buy more than the value of |

the output when finished.

It is acknowledged that the world’s stock
of gold is insufficient to form a safe and
stable basis for the world’s exchange of
products and national, municipal, corpor-
ate and individual credit. As a natural
and inevitable consequence, all free gold
is placed upon the auction block and bid
for by the gold standard nations to hoard
for self protection.
finance safe circulation of individual and
corporate credit depends upon the amount
of iree gold in existence. The gathering
up and hoarding of free gold by the gold
standard nations diminishes the supply
while at the same time the demand is in-
creased. As a natural and inevitable con-

sequence, the purchasing power, or com- |

parative value of gold, and all eredit based
apon gold, is increased. This increase has
amounted to an average of 20 per cent over
all other products of industry during the
past year, so that the xlchtur. finds that
while he is paying 8 per cent interest on
the mortgage or note he owes, he is also
paying 20 i)er cent in addition as a premi-
um on the value of the gold represented in
his debt.”

We reoret that we are unable to report
to you a change for the better in these con-
ditions. The price of farm products has
fallen and is still falling. The ratio of
failures in business to new firms entering
into business has increased and is increas-
ing. : ; !

About the only business that is flourish-
ing under the present financial policy of
the government is the banking business. If
we take as a sample of the profits of this
business the report of Lyman J. Gage,
president of the First National Ban_k of
Chicago, made to the stockholders of the
bank in August last, we ought not to he
surprised at the efforts the bankers are now
making to continue indefinitely the present
financial policy:of the government. In that
report president Gage stated that the net
earnings of the First National Bank of
Chicago during the last thirteen years had
been more than twenty-two per cent annu-
ally, and that the directors had just saved

Under this system of |

to the corporation fifteen thousand dollars
annually in taxes, by charging up to the
profit and loss account one million repre-
sented by slow or doubtful securities held
by the bank, and offsetting it by crediting
to that account one million from the sur-

| plus fund.

CAUSES OF PRESENT CONDITION.

We are not of those who attribute the
present depressed condition of agriculture

' solely to the demonetizing of silver in 1873:

or to the present taritf; or to unwise legis-

lation; or to bad financial management of |

the administration. Allof these in our judge-

: Y | ment are potent causes, but added to these |
and farm products, and all other products | gre other natural causes like the opening |

| and settling of vast grain, wool, cotton and

meat growing regions in foreign countries

[ and the introduction therein of the most

improved labor saving machinery which
has so reduced the cost of production and
so increased the supply, that the foreign
markets for long distance, transportable
farm products are supplied at a cost so
low that it is ruinous to any American farm
product that depends upon foreign demand
for its market price.

So far as the present condition is the
production of natural causes it can he over-
come only by intelligent application of the
forces of nature at our command. But so
far as it has been caused by adverse or un-
wise legislation and by a ‘mistaken finan-
cial policy, legislative action and a change
of financial policy is the proper and only
remedy.

THE SILVER QUESTION.

The demonetization of silver by this and
other commercial nations in 1873, is un-

h-“:)‘[c(““\r the IOST pntellf ,fﬁ.cto}' ]n tke !

pusent world-wide depression of business.
So far as its disastrous effects upon this
country is concerned we believe it can he
remedied by the free and unlimited coin-
age of silver and gold production of Ameri-
can mines on the ratio now existine. It

would add seventy million dollars to our |

legal debt paying money the first year, and
an increase annually, as the stimulus thus
given to its production would develop new
mines and inerease the output of those now
in operation.

We therefore urge upon congress the
passage of the following bill drafted by
our chairman, and now in the hands of our
junior senator in Congress:

A BILL to provide for the unlimited

coinage of silver and gold at the ratio of

sixteen of silver to one of gold, and to

impose an import duty upon foreien sil-
134¥,

ver equal to the difference between its |

bullion value and its coinace value.

SECTION & /))l ;./ enacted /,»‘1/ Z’//« Senate
and //f,‘f/.\'( «:'7') [&///‘, sentatives r;/f'a{,/u United
SNtatesin ( b/,{//‘{.\',\' assembled, That any per-

son may at any time during business hours | S - .
) § : | complains is now drawing the gold from

bring to any United States mint, silver or
Gold bullion or silver or gold coins. not

less than one hundred dollars in coinaoe | : S : sy
'2€ | Congress, making it the duty of the United

value at any one time, and have the same,
when of sutticient purity for mintage, coined
free of charge, the gold in accordance with
existing laws, and the silver into dollars
nine-tenths fine of the weight each or four
hundred and twelve and one-half orains.

Sec. 2. That the person so depositing
silver or gold for coinage, shall at his op-
tion, be entitled to receive the coinage
value of such deposit in kind, or in lieu
thereof, United States treasury notes in de-
nominations of five dollars, or mul-
tiples of five dollars which notes
shall be payable on demand in gold or sil-
ver coin at the option of the treasurer, and
that said coins and treasury notes shall be
a legal tender for all debts, public or pri-
vace.

SEC. 3. An import duty is hereby im-
posed upon all foreign silver bullion and
foreign silver coin, and on all foreign gold
bullion and foreign gold coin equal to the
difference in value between the bullion value
of imported metal as quoted in the London
(England) market and its coinage value at
the United States mint at the date of its im-
portation, whenever the bullion value shall
be quoted less than its coinage walue.

Sec. 4. Allacts or parts of acts con-
travening the provisions of this act are
hereby repealed.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

First, “A 412} grain silver dollar is a

fifty cent

| this time the average price of products, and | . :
| shall go out of the government husiness,

| Matters could hardly be worse for the
| farmer upon a silver hasis than they are

| of treatment of silver and oold, and with
| parity treatment we believe there would

| terest bearino leoal tender treasury notes

| enue resulting from miscaleulation of ex-

WHOLE NO. 4s2.

dollar and therefor a dishonest

dollar.” We frankly admit that a fifty

| cent dollar would be a dishonest dollar. hut
| as a mathematical certainty it would he

only one-half as dishonest as a twohundred
cent dollar and if we 187 have one or the
(.)thcr as the basis of business the one that
is least dishonest is the one that we prefer;
Second, 1t would place this country on
a silver basis. ;
This alarming “‘bugaboo” is used by . the
bankers to frighten the uninformed. We
are now and have been for the last three
years upon a single gold basis, and during

especially farm products, have heen con-

| stantly declining and the purchasine power |

of gold constantly increasing. As cold ap-
preciates, all debts appreciate in the same
ratio and must continue to do so as long as |
we are on a gold basis. Farm produets |

| are constantly falling in value, while debts.

taxXes, salaries, professional services and
transportation charges remain the same.

now upon the gold basis. Upon a silver
basis we would have the satisfaction of
knowing that we were on a stable founda-
tion. Our base would not leave us at the |
rate of five millions a week as our gold
base is leaving us now, but would hroaden
and strengthen as our mines developed.
We are bimetallists and helieve in a parity

be no necessity of ruinous gold purchases
by the government to keep up a parity of
value.

A BOND ISSUES.

2% iulerate what we have said 1n tor-
Yan .
Bl reports that solong as every American
cltizen who has anything to sell is ready

{ and willing to take lecal tender treasury

notes at their face value in exchance, and

every salaried oflicer in the service of the |
government, every contractor on the pub- |
iic works and every pensioner upon the
pension roll are willing and prefer to he
paid in treasury notes, we are emphatically
opposed to the issuing of interest-bearing |
bonds to obtain money to defray the ordi-
nary expenses of the government. Con-

| gress should at once provide for contingen- ‘

cles like the present by empowering the |

secretary of the treasury to issue®non-in-

to meet any deficiency in the publie rev-

pected receipts from revenue laws.
GREENBACKS.

We are opposed to the fundine and can-

| celling of the oreenbacks as recommended

by the president. As a means of breaking |
that endless chain” which the president |

the treasury for exportation, we recom-
mend the immediate passage of a law by

States treasurer to pay all coin obligations
of the covernment in silver when the gold
reserve in the treasury is less than one
hundred million dollars.

| & whole year.

[ only do our part.

ing greenbacks and silver and cold eagles,
it is discharging a constitutional duty,
which belongs solely to the government,
and cannot be, and ought not to be, con.
ferred upon private corporations. So far,
however, as the government acts as ouar-

, antor for the payment of national bank

notes, and as gold broker to furnish im-
porters of foreign merchandise with gold
to meet their foreion bills, the government
is in the banking business, and we join the
bankers in demanding that it should quit

| the business. And, while we insist that the

government shall go out of the banking
business, we also demand that the banks

That they shall cease to be controllers of
the treasury and directors of the mints.

| That they shall cease to dictate to congress

and to the president, the financial policy of
the government.

It is not that the covernment is in the
banking business, but that the banks are

| in the government business, that is raising
| the mischief with private business and pub-

lic affairs. That is giving the banking
business a net profit of 22 per cent annu-
ally, and farming and n arly all other
business, a net loss of about the same
amount. J. G. RaMspELL,
Warrace E. Wrignr.
Cyrus G. Luce,
H. D. PraTr,
R. H. TaY1LOR.

We regard the adoption of the foregoing
report as unwise and against the hest in-
terest of the Grange. F. W. Repregx.

Prrry Mavo.

The report was adopted.

cxy ™ 0
Wea Sag. Amenlual > ek

Mg. Eprror:  May I make a sugeestion
or two!?

[ think if every Grange would elect a
correspondent to the Graxce Visrror we
would have more reports from Subordi-
nate Granges and our paper would be made
better and more interestine. 1 am sure we

| all like to hear from our sister Granges.

Another suggestion.  Would it not he a

| good plan to appoin* someone in your

Grange to solicit subscriptions for the
Visitor?  Just think of it, fellow Patrons.
For only 50 cents vou can get the Visitor
And where can a paper be
found for so small a sum that has a laroer

| amount of good clean reading than our own
| GRANGE VISITOR?
| that the Visitor does not pay expenses.

Yet we hear each vear

Whose fault is it? The Visrtor oucht to
be in every Grange home and we hope

| every Grange in Michican will see to

it that the paper this year will be
made to pay its way, for it certainly can
and will if we, to whom the paper belongs,
Yours Fraternally,
Mgrs. C. L. PEARCE.
For The Schools.

I have been asked by some of your read-

| ers to suggest some plan or plans to im-

prove our country schools. We have re-

| cently put in practice a plan whereby the

THE BANKS AND THE GOVERNMENT.

At the meeting of the United States
Bankers’ Association, held at Atlanta in
October last, the association demanded that
the government should retire and cancel all
its legal tender notes and go out of the
banking business, and leave it to them to
furnish the people with money in the form
of bank notes, with which to carry on the
business of the country. The president
recommends that their demands be grant-
ed. What do the bankers mean when they
say the *‘Government must go out of the
banking business?” In what respect is the
government in the banking business? The
power to “‘Coin money and regulate the
value thereot” is given by the constitution
to the federal government. The supreme
court has decided more than once that the
sole power to coin money and regulate its
value included the power to stamp money
and reculate the value thereof. Mr. Jev-
ons in his ‘“Money and Mechanism of Ex-
change,” says, ‘“We ought to talk of coin-
ing notes, for, though the design is im-
pressed on paper instead of metal the func-
tion of the notes 1is exactly the

same.* When the government is stamp-

| o .
schools of a township are set to work on a

plan of improvement. Each township has
a teachers’ reading course, a teachers’, pu-
pils’ and Patrons’ lecture course, a graded
course of reading selected by the commis-
sioner and endorsed hy the teachers, a
township literary society.

We have already demonstrated the great
help that these measures will bring to a
township by putting them in successful op-
eration in Elbridge township, Oceana
county. The objects we seek to accom-
plish are: 1. To cultivate a better educa-
tional sentiment among all the forces of
education. 2. To bring teachers and
Patrons together in educational effort. 3.
To cultivate sociability, power to speak
and think, and a true literary taste.

Now, we must remember that the great
question for us to settle in country school
education is the improvement of teachers,
and greater than this, the Zmprovement of
the power that hires teachers.

We shall be glad to answer our friends
more fully if this does not suffice.

D. E. McCLugE.

The VisiToR is your paper. Work for it.

s ————
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Field and Stock.

The Care of Hens.
A. K. CLARK.

In this paper I will endeavor to give my
éxperience and observation on the care of
chickens. In the first place they want a
warm and comfortable house where they
can be shut up and kept warm. It is not
necessary to be too warm, but just warm
enough to keep their combs from freezing
and so that the cold wind will not blow on
them. It is not necessary to have a laree
house. Onme 12x24 will accommodate 75
hens. Ihave four such houses that are
good and convenient, S feet in front and
4 in the rear with one roof, and facing the
south. It is boarded up and down and cov-
ered outside of the boards with tarred
paper. The entire building, roof and all,
outside of paper, is shingled, siding with
cheap shingles being cheaper than boards.
The front slants back 14 feet so to have the
sun strike square on them. There are three
windows in each in front with 18 lights
8x10 glass. They are divided into three
departments with poultry wire netting.
There is a platform 4 feet wide on the back
side, the entire length of the house. This
is to catch the droppings, with roosts one
foot aboye that, three in number in each
department. Nest boxes in front of the
platform 6 feet long 12 inches wide divided
into five departments, entering the nests
under the platform and a lid on top for
gathering the eggs.

This I think a model cheap house and
very convenient, and warm enough with-
out artificial heat and will accommodate 75
hens in winter. The houses cost about 40
dollars each. One can put more money in
them and make them larger and higher,
but it makes them harder to keep clean and
are not so warm. Make them as low as
you can and have them convenient. It
makes them warmer in \\'intc;r.

FEED.

And now for feed. In short give them
as near as possible the same variety they
would get in summer. For winter laying
I will give you a bill of fare. 1 use in the
morning boiled potatoes, hot, mashed, and
mixed with middlings coarse or fine. At
noon oats, at night corn. Just before
going to roost twice a week I use as a sub-
stitute for potatoes meat cracklins pro-
cured from the butcher. I boil them and
mix with middlings the same as I use po-
tatoes. 1 also feed wheat and buckwheat.
I keep before them fresh granulated bone
and oyster shell. I feed occasionally pep-
ser. gaphur, and Cxeelsior condition pow-
ders. _ieep clean water before them and
give them clover hay or straw or any kind
of hay cut fine, and retuse cabbage. They
will consume quite a quantity of such
food. With this treatment you may have
winter layers. I clean the platform twice
per week and when the houses get filthy I
take a layer of dirt off of the bottom of the
houses. I keep ahout three hundred hens
in the winter. You will say this is a great
care and a great deal of work. I keep two
cows and one horse and I can take care of
the chickens as easily as I can do my other
chores, including milking and making the
butter. In one year I made sixty-four
dollars clear off of two cows. That same
vear 1 cleared one hundred and eighty-
three dollars off of 300 hens. My cows are
first-class—would have brought 75 dollars,
and my chickens were worth 70 dollars.

FOR SUMMER TREATMENT.

I keep through the summer 100 to 150
and raise chickens for the next winter. I
have two parks of about 1 acre each, built
of poultry wire netting where I can shut
them up when desired. The parks cost
about 20 dollars. Each one hundred hens
will lay eggs enough through the summer to
pay their keeping and raise five hundred
chickens and have some to spare. 1 give
about the same rations in summer as in
winter, omitting the green food and vege-
tables and meat, for they get thatfor them-
selves running at large. One thing I
omitted in their treatment, they must have
plenty of gravel, for that is their gristmill
to grind their food, otherwise they can’t be
healthy. I have to get gravel for them for
there 1s not enough in the soil here to sup-
ply such a large flock. The gravel is not
lime substance, so I have to supply other
lime substances. Any one will learn in a
short time the wants of the hen. When
they have been without gravel for some
time see them pitch into it when they
get a fresh supply! They eat it as they
would corn when I turn them out after
being cenfined for some time. It is aston-
ishing to see the amount of grass, corn
fodder, and straw and hay they will eat.
One man said ‘‘they won’t eat straw and
corn fodder.”” I said yes, I feed my 300
hens in winter from three to four bushel
baskets of cut straw per day and they will
eat it all or use it all up. Clover or hay is
better if you have it. I never allow my
hens to run out in cold freezing weather, or
wet sloppy weather, then they get chilled,
but when it is clear and not too cold 1 let
them run. Some say to me, why don’t
my hens lay as yours do? I often find the

cause of their not laying is that they are
fed in the morning and then the doors are
thrown open and they run out and in at
will in cold, stormy weather. They get
chilled till they are driven in by suffering,
and so off goes a day or two of eggs till the
weather moderates. I have tested this to
my own satisfaction. It will not do to let
hens run in cold weather. When my hens
are laying, the cold weather has no effect
on them. Some ask about artificial heat.
I do not think it best, for we would be apt
to get it too warm in the day and at night
get so much cooler that they would be in
danger of taking cold that will produce
roup and perhaps death. One of the
houses I have described will keep 75 hens
comfortably and warm. The colder the
weather the closer they will get together.
In my next I will treat on the variety of

hens.
Lakeside

Feeding Dairy Cows.
ED. R. AUSTIN.

While the majority of farmers probably
feed nearly the same ration, still, owing to
circumstances, we are often compelled to
vary it and the result is not always satis-
factory. Being a strong advocate of a bal-
anced ration, we still think it advisable to
feed for the product that we are selling:
for instance if we are selling milk feed for
as large a milk flow as possible, and if for
butter a ration that contains a large per-
centage of fat. For our regular herd ra-
tion we are feeding four quarts bran, four
quarts cob meal, one quart cottonseed meal
and fifty pounds ensilage daily.

We have found it absolutely necessary
to keep the weight of each cow’s milk in
order to feed judiciously. As soon as we
notice a slight falling off in quantity of
milk we increase that cow’s ration, and if
she responds at the pail to the increased
feed we continue it as long as it is
profitable. The only time we put a cow on
a small ration is when we are drying her
up. When dry we increase to the regular
ration until about one week hefore calving,
when we quit feeding corn meal and cot-
tonseed meal and increase the bran to 12
quarts daily. As soon as the cow has
calved we give her a hot bran mash, con-
tinue feeding bran until the fourth day,
when we add a little corn meal, gradually
increasing until at the end of thirty days
we have her eating all she can assimilate.

The Babcock test is another valuable as-
sistant in feeding.. We have found that
our herd average 5.8 per cent butter fat,
and by making a test weekly we are able
to feed so that they will keep close to thase
ligures throughout the year, ami 7 ~fin
so regulate their grain ration thatin cx‘zu;:-
ing from hay or ensilage to pasture Vyou
can still maintain the richness and get
quite an increase in quantity of milk. ' As
silos are not in general use in this part of
the state, we will give a little of our ex-
perience. The first of October, 1894, we
commenced feeding silage, and as the cows
seemed to prefer it to hay we quit feeding
hay. January 15, with only another month’s
feeding of ensilage we changed to clover
hay with the result that our cows fell oft
four pounds each of milk daily. After
feeding hay one month we again fed ensi-
lage and regained nearly all in milk that
we had lost, proving that ensilage is im-
portant to profitable dairying.

Florence.

Report of Overseer.

The following is report of Worthy Over-
seer Cole at State Grange, 1595:

Worthy Master and Puatrons:

What are we here for? If our first
parents had spent a few thoughts on this
question perhaps we might now all be
dwelling in paradise. They took it for
granted that they were merely placed there
to have a good time and do about as they
pleased. Only a few days elapsed before
they were in disgrace for disobedience of
orders with no chance for trying again. It
was too bad, but then they had learned a
lesson that none of us should forget. I
have in mind several Granges that many
years ago started forth with flying colors.
They met together for the purpose of hav-
ing a good time with the least possible
labor. Their numbers increased rapidly
and as it was too much bother and worry
to initiate in regular form, candidates were
slid in like grease. It seemed so much
nicer and easier than the right way. After
a few months of pleasure and riotous liv-
ing without labor, the Lord closed them
out and they knew how to sympathize with
poor Adam and Eve. Did I say the Lord
closed them out? Well, that’s a mistake.
They closed themselves out just as easy as
sliding down hill. They had simply for-
gotten, or neglected to ask themselves the
question, ‘““What are we here for?’’ Neg-
lect of duty always has its reward. In

most instances the reward is far from being !

valuable. We may charge father and
mother Adam and Eve for being the
source of all our woes and sorrows, but
there have been thousands of bushels of
forbidden fruit eaten since their time. We
have Grange Constitutions and By-Laws

and they mean just what they say, ‘even
that and nothing more,” nor less.

It used to be the rule for ministers and
magistrates when performing the marriage
ceremony to require the bride to promise
to love and obey her hushand. h, for
the good old times of peace and prosperity
when this method was in vogue. Now we
hear of nothing but hard times, drouths,
wars and rumors of war and divorces.
There are many marriages where there is
no serious thought of all the sacred re-
quirements. A happy home is so much
more to be desired than a home where
strife and discontent seem to be the pre-
vailing rule. People are married, or should
be, to begin anew their life work. To as-
sist, not only each other in smoothine out
the rough places, but to help in guiding
others in ways of pleasantness and truth.
Children are born to love and obey their
parents—to grow to useful man and wom-
anhood. We are to lead—they to follow.
It is important that we select properly.
Home, if it is all that it should be, our
memories all through life will love to lin-
ger again within her pleasant portals.

If we are to be farmers there should be
no half way work about it. Thought and
whole-souled work are necessary elements
today for securing success in agricultural
pursuits. Farming is business and it will
not runm itself any more with twelve or
fourteen dry months annually.

Two gentlemen of our town, one a ten-
ant, the other a proprietor, engaged in
milk dairying last spring with eighteen
cows. As the cows were mostly new in
milk the other dairymen of the community

hats to the new dairymen.
and months of parched weather rolled
mourntully along, the cans of the success-
tul milk wagon decreased not only in size
but in number until a five gallon can was
all that was necessary, and that not more

Y
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cannot be computed by numbers. The hid--
den silver veins in Idaho and the gold in
the mines and streams of California are
not sufficient to represent its value. Silent-
ly their teaching falls into the soil and we
behold the harvest in the better returns.
that are reaped in the fields and gathered
in the stalls. And so mighty is the influ-
ence of this teaching that it is gradually
uplifting defective practice from the realm
of submergence. It is enabling the farm-

| er to place the formations of his methods
| on the bed rock of correct principles. It

is shedding a new light and a new interest
around his work which too frequently in

| the past was looked upon as cheerless

| drudgery.

It is transferring the burden of

| back-breaking labor to the horse and the

| . - .
machine or implement which he draws.

And it is bringing to him greater cains
than he could possibly have secured with-
out the influence of such teaching.

The benelits are great, but the price paid
for them is small. Fellow farmers, we
complain of depression and low prices for
our produce. We murmur if we get no
profit on our products. But do we ever
stop to reflect that the publisher of the aco-
ricultural paper seldom gets any profit
from the subscription revenues of his paper ¢
It usually costs him more than the sub-
scription price. His profits come rather
from the advertising pages than from the
subscription lists. Let us think of these

| things as we enjoy the luxury of the farm

than half filled, to hold the flow of that |

once prosperous herd. Of course the
weather was partially responsible for the
serious result, but those parties did not
know ‘‘what they were here for.”” Al-
ready they have nearly turned themselves
out of the garden of Eden. Of course
they knew it would not pay to huy prod-
ucts at high prices to carry their cows
through. When a Grange is organized it
should be organized to stay. When we
join the Grange it should be for life, with
a purpose to assist in perfecting the organi-
zation. A night away now and then is not
what you joined for. It will not only
leave holes all the way but will tend in a
short time to stand you just outside the
outer gate. Thousands will testify to this.
Granges will not run themselves any rore.
Hard and vigilant labor is required. There
are times when members must unite and
carry their Grange over swelling streams
and through drouthy seasons. Yearly
plant the standard of your Grange higher
and firmer. Broaden the foundation so
that it will stand to guide future gener-
ations in better paths of usefulness and
economy. M. T. CoLE.

A Succinct Statement.

The loss of time endured by farmers in
consequence of impassable roads is a seri-
ous drawback to their prosperity. Coun-
try roads in their natural condition are
only passable in the season when the farm-
er’s time is most valuable, that is the sea-
son he should be planting, cultivating, or
harvesting his crops. Unless he attends to
these in season, his volume of production

paper that comes to us from week to week
or from month to month as the case may
be. As we think of them let us try and do

: £ ] 1111 Y | something to help the men who are oivino
were obliged for a few weeks to lift their | ' ] = >

As the weeks |

us goods below cost.

Take an ordinary issue of an average
farm paper. Look over its pages and
what do we find? We see there inform-
ation on its every page that would have re-
joiced the hearts of the readers of a hun-
dred years aco. We are almost sure to
find in it something hearing upon our life
work that is worth far more than the sub-
seription price of the paper for a vear. It
keeps us so informed as to agricultural dis-
covery that in our work we can keep
abreast of the times. It summarizes
knowledge in many instances and therehy

| saves an immense amount of labor on owm
| part to get at the conclusions reached. And

is largely reduced and hence the cost of the |

same 1s increased; he is under a general
expense for men employed by the month,
the maintenance of same, his family ex-
penses, cost of keeping animals, taxes, and
so forth. All these items accumulate
against him whether employed or idle.

All these reduce or lessen his profits, and
the wonder is that he has done so well un-
der such adverse circumstances. Change

prosperity takes at once a long step for-
ward, enlarge or increase his powers by
giving him the opportunity to make full
time, and he will not let the opportunity
pass unimproved. Well built roads in-
volve complete drainage of the country,
largely improving its sanitary condition,
reducing loss and cost from sickness; and
the more the subject is analyzed the more
will appear resulting benetits which will
continue to multiply themselves.

The next class that will be substantially
benefited are residents of the towns and
cities engaged in commercial pursuits; to
these will flow an increased and more
steady volume of business, for which rea-
son it can be more economically transacted.
Cheapness of production on both sides will
largely increase the consumptive demand
for each party. The soundness of this
doctrine has so many illustrations that no
argument need be made in proof thereof.
— Prairie Furiner.

Farm Papers and the Farmer.
The work that is being accomplished by
farm papers in uplifting the agriculture of
the country can never be told in words. It

these for the better by good roads and his | €ladness to his heart.

In a single article it frequently gives us
the cream of the results of the labors of a
lifetime spent in some special work. And
all this we get for the sum of fifty cents or
one dollar per year. Farmers, are we not
under some obligation to the agricultural
press? Have we no duty to perform by
way of helping on the good work other
than that of remitting the subscriptisgy
price ut stiied times octhe,

And the help brought by the agricultur,
al press is not confined to those who li-‘/(?
solely upon revenues obtained from the
farm. Farm papers have probably helped
none so much as the teachers of agricul-
ture. The agricultural teaching of today
is not hased upon knowledge obtained
from standard works. These as a rule are
vet to be written. It is rather based, first,
upon the experiences gleaned on the old
farm at home: second, upon the experien-

' ces of men eminently successful in their

respective lines of work; and third, upon
information gleaned from the agricultural
press, and the last mentioned is the most
prolific source of such information. At
least it has proved so to the writer. Go
on, then, publishers of farm papers. Weary
not in the good work. You are “*building
better than you know.”

Take away all agricultural papers from
the progressive farmer and where would
he be. He would so feel the deprivation
that he would appear like one dazed and
lost. In thought Lc would wander about
in dry places seeking some precious thing
thathad been taken away. I‘Iisugricultmul
firmanent would bhe overcast avith thick
clouds. He would no more hear the rum-
ble of the wheels of agricultural discovery
and progress which in former time brought
And in spite of he-
roic efforts he woald be left in the race.

Fellow farmers, it is a fact that perhaps

| . . . .
| nine out of every ten farmers in the land

e SPIRE

do not take an agricultural paper at all.
They do not take it because they do not
know its value. Think of the great disad-
vantages under which they labor. Is there

| no duty that we owe to these our brethren?

Have we ever tried to persuade them to
take an agricultural paper? The sable Af-
ricans could sing ‘“Let us pity the white
man who came and sat under our tree. He
has no mother to bring him milk, no wife
to grind his corn.”” They could sing thus
about a man who belonged to another
country. Shall we have less regard for
those our countrymen who pursue the same

| calling, and yet they are groping in the

darkness where the light of a farm paper
never comes. Shall wet no sympathize
with them and use our influence to bring
them to a better frame of midn?

The old year is dead and gone and a new
year has arisen from its ashes. And as we
step across its portals we are doubtless re-
solving to be more true to life, thatis to
be more helpful to our fellows than we
have ever been. And in carrying out these

good resolves, let us remember our duty to
Continued to page 3. %
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Womsw's Work.
Woman’s Work.

‘supploment&ry Report of Woman’s Work Com-
mittee, State Grange 1895.

T the Worthy Master and Members of the

ichigan State Grange:

The dial, like the weaver’s shuttle, slow-
ly but persistently has woven in and out
the seasons, until the appointed time of the
-annual meeting of our State Grange. Be-
fore submitting my supplementary report
as member of the woman’s work commit-
tee, I desire to say, not only in words, but
In the spirit of love for each one of you,
my brothers and sisters of the Grange, how
fully I feel the failure on my part to ac-
complish all I planned and desired to do,
when one year ago I was honored with this
appointment. The progress I have made
along the lines I have labored, will not, I
fear, meet your expectation. It certainly
does not mine. The appeal I made one
year ago and the ambition I had for each
member of this representative body was to
stimulate the work of the subordinate com-
mittees of woman’s work in visiting the
schools throughout this jurisdiction. This
woman’s work committee, while of recent
birth, seems to fill a needed want. As
(pardon the allusion) Adam of old, though
having the whole world at his command,
felt alone, so God created Eve. A commit-
tee of the sisters was needed to assist and
respond to such duties of charity, etc.,
which are beyond the power of the broth.
ers, for you know, woman’s quick percep-
tions and sympathetic heart have always
enabled her, in the house of grief and afflic-
tion, to carry the balm of healing in words
of kindness and acts of charity. ““The
widow’s mite was more commendable in the
sight of the Lord than the rich man’s gift
into the treasury.” My health has been
such that I have not been able to do all that
Idesired when the school work was again
assigned to me. I took it up with a firm
resolve to do all I could to further it, and
by so doing become better fitted to accomp-
lish the great work, so much needed, and
I am sure the time you have given in the
past twelve months, or will give in the
year to come, will bear fruit of great good.
Sister Mayo has been the rock upon which
I leaned and by her good counsel and ever
ready help, I have received inspiration
when almost discouraged.

I have received reports from the follow-
ing schools which have been visited by
members of woman’s work committees:

Clm Hall, Old Mission, Cannonsburg, Gra-

Sevtaghy
Alden,

Ven

ton, Shelby, Portland, Flower Creek. Cam-
bridge, Brooklyn, Shelby, Old Mission.
Berrien Center, Springviile, Township of
Clay Banks, Alden, Olmsted, DeWitt,
Danby, Traverse City, Ada, Hudsonville,
Orange. There are thirty in all. They all
report having good wood, and the schools
warm at nine o’clock. Five report poor
blackboards, all the others good, with sup-
ply of crayons and erasers. Two report
having no dictionary, thirteen having no
globes, and four have no maps. The pu-
pils are supplied with books with two ex-
ceptions, and the teachers are in the school
room early to hegin promptly on time. All
report the school property well cared for.
The out-houses are not in good condition:
a large percentage of them bad. The
schools are well governed and nearly all
move by signals. Harmony seems to pre-
vail and the teachers to be doing thorough
work. Opening exercisesare conducted in
all but four of the schools, and nearly all
the teachers have programs of studies,
which are posted in conspicuous places.
The pupils are taught to use their own
words in reciting, and primary classes are
taught writing from the blackboard. Lan-
guage is taught in connection with reading.
Only a few report the use of supplemen-
tary reading in advanced classes. With
two exceptions all report that the primary
pupils are taught the combination of
numbers by means of chjects. Al are
taught to read and write numbers rapidly,
and advanced pupils to give reasons in their
own language. All are supplied with writ-
ing materials and are given a writing les-
son each day. Four schools do not have
written work, while the others do in nearl y
all the branches, although the spelling is
not always correct. Local geography is
taught and map drawing 1s made a part
of geography lessons. Physmlog'\— and hy-
giene is taught by all, and useful lessons
given concerning the body. Classification
register is used by teucher;:, which con-
tains a complete record of each pupil’s
work. Not many report the _number of
orades; nineteen report 7ha\'m__g eighth
orades which number 118 pupils. The
f)arents of the scholars have visited seven-
teen schools, and the sahopl.lma_rd thirteen.
Some schools report no visits from board
and some only on business. All report
shade trees in the school yard, all use
monthly report cards. Not many children
are granted half holidays for regular at-
tendance. Kindergarten material is fur-
nished by some teachers, but nearly all the
schools are supplied with the kindergarten

work.

’
J
|
Il
|

You will see by this report some reforms
can be made, for instance the number of
visits of the patrons and especially the
school board or directors. As a whole,
however, the reports I have received have
been good.

PATRIOTIC TEACHING.

It seems to me a great work is before us
as mothers and citizens in the broad field of
teaching patriotism. Abraham Lincoln said
that without the help of woman the rebellion
would never have been put down nor the
country saved. But in spite of this pro-
found appreciation of women, in face of
her wonderful example of endurance and
patriotism, and the service she has rendered
the country, the constitution was framed
without recognizing her. The late war re-
sulted in adding to that constitution the
13th, 14th, and 15th amendments, all of
which still fail to recognize women in any
way. But don’t let us feel bad about that,
but rather let us remember that love of
country is one of the highest and most en-
nobling sentiments which can animate the
human heart, and we can cultivate it. To-
day she stands at the front of all social and
moral reforms, and how has she gained
these privileges? Only by hard study and
improvement on the noble gifts already
given to women by inheritance. We are
taught that faith and honor are two cardi-
nal virtues only as we illustrate them in
our lives.

Much is being done and much can be
done by women 1n the various patriotic or-
ganizations of women to teach the love of
country, and I know of no better place
than in our homes and by the Woman’s
Work Committees of the Grange. But
there is a still wider field for women. True
patriotism consists in doing one’s whole
duty as a citizen in time of peace as well
as war. It is better to live for one’s coun-
try than to die for it, and what we need to-
day are good citizens, whether voters or
not, intellicent and conscientious citizens,
and citizens who are familiar with those
great bulwarks of American liberty—the
Declaration of Independence and the Con-
stitution of the United States.

Michigan has already made it a law that
over every schoolhouse shall float the flag.
She also practically requires patriotic
teaching, as her text books include the sci-
ence of government. Not so with some
of our rather near neighbor states.
Being officially connected with a national
organization striving to do work along this
line, muth correspondence falls in my
hands. From that I gather thatin some
districts where the patrons, pupils and
school officers . are of recent aceretio 1, to
our citizenship they do not even permit
patriotic teaching or honors to be shown
our flag.

The American people are roused as
never before to the fact that the
childlren of our foreign population
must be educated in our public
schools to become loyal citizens of the re-
public and to reverence the flag—that proud
ensign of this nation. Patriotic teaching
should begin with the children. There is
no question about the patriotic sentiments
of the grown people of our country, but
we have hundreds of foreigners constantly
coming to our shores, who are entire stran-
gers to the purposes of our government,
and the children must be made familiar
with those purposes in order that they may
grow up imbued with the fidelity and pat-
riotism which has always characferized the
American people. One of the greatest
problems of American patriotism is to
Americanize the different races of people
who come to our shores. Let patriotism
be taught in the home, the school, the col-
lege, in the pulpit, and on the platform,
and may we all feel with Webster, ‘‘Let
our ohject be our country, our whole coun-
try and nothing but our country.” In
looking back over the list of true patriots,
we can find none greater than Washington,
the father of his country, and Lincoln, the
savior of his country, each under trials and
abuses that would have made any but un-
daunted and liberty loving souls falter and
fail.

Under your care as mothers and teach-
ers grow the elements to build up a patri-
otic spirit. By teaching the children na-
tional airs, patriotic songs, you tell the
story cf that sturdy band of patriots who
planted ihe seeds of American civilization,
and upon Plymouth’s sacred rock laid the
corner stone of the nation. You tell them
of the supreine patriot who was first
in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts
of his countrymen. You will teach them love
for the stars and stripes as the emblem of
liberty. Everyone of the thirteen million
children in the schocl rooms should be
taught the origin of the flag, what trials it
has encountered, and what blessings pro-
cured and they should honor the flag and
learn to love it.

The flag salute was begun in the free
kindergartens in New York city with the
children of seven or eight foreign uations
represented, as something which could as-
similate them and make them American
citizens. It was originated by a Union

soldier, Col. Balch, who worked so hard

for it that he really gave his life for the

cause. He devised a plan by which the

American flag was placed in the free kin-
d_ergartgns of that city and today every
little child stands before the flag and says

Continued to page 5.

Beautify the Country Homes.

‘ Kach man's chimney is his golden milestone,

Isthe central point from which he measures
; eyery distance

Through the gateways of the world around him;

In his furthest wanderings still he sees it;

Hearsv:pedtalking flame, the answering night
iud,
As he heard them when he sat with those who

were, but are not.”
—Longfellow.

There are many reasons why every home
should be made as attractive as possible,
and no class of homes can be made so beau-
tiful for so small an outlay as country
homes. The vista of sky and landscape are
there already in unrestricted charm, and it
only remains to adorn the foreground har-
moniously. A little thought, a [ittle money
and economy in the use of the spare mo-
ments, are all that are necessary to bring
about results of attractiveness whose edu-
cational and moral value can hardly be es-
timated.

To make the country home attractive is

to dignify the farmer’s calling and make his |
sons and daughters happy. Can you ex-

Fect your children to have pride in their
10me if its appearance is shiftless and un-
tidy? If the front yard is overrun with
weeds, the gates off their hinges, the fences
broken and the pig pen is the most con-
spicuous adornment (7) don’t be too hard
on your boys if they seek tkeir tortunes in
a meager clerkship in the city, or on your
girls, if the fascinations of town life lure
them away from you.
less surroundings react unfavorably upon
character, while on the other hand, neat-
ness, order and beauty, are important edu-
ational forces which no home-maker can
afford to ignore.

Perhaps Robert and Lucy are planning
to make for themselves a little home nest
in the spring and just now all their dreams
and plans are centering upon it. If the

Untidy and thrift- |

| and kills the beautiful

Teach your children to get near to nature’s
heart in sky, trees, grass, and flowers. It
will be a refining and restraining influence
which shall follow them so long as life
shall last. Life is a gift too precious and
too sweet, to spend it wholly 1n drudgery
and in scrimping and saving, until the
beauty is all sapped out of it, and only dry,
empty husks remain.

HerLex. L. MaxyinG.
Owosso.

The Juveniles.

Winnie’s Fancy.

“Mamma,” said tiny Winnie Corning
“I know something sweet,

I haye watched them all the morning,
And the birdies feet.

“And the birdies breasts bring summer
To my dear lilac tree;

The snow melts off where they sit, mamma,
And the brown bark I see.

“I1f they would only sit still, mamma,
And warm my little tree,
My little tree would think ‘twas summer,
- And leaf and blow for me.”
—X.

The Snow Flakes.

The way Jack Frost does things is very
curious. In the fall he nips the flowers
leaves. Then he

| covers the ponds and streams with crystal
| 1¢e, so the boys and girls can have "nice

| times skating.

Then away up in the sky
when the tiny rain drops have got ready to

| fall upon the earth, he catches them on the

way and freezes them into beautiful snow-
flakes, so that they float in the air like a
lot ot downy feathers.

The air is full of tiny drops of water.
Sometimes we may see the tog that is noth-
ing but vapor. When the drops are large

| enough, it begins to rain and we can see

the water as it comes pattering down to the
earth. When it is cold the heat is driven

| out of the fog and the tiny drops of water,

house is to be built, by all means make it |

architecturally beautiful, no matter how
small. There seems no excuse now-a-days
for fashioning a dwelling after a drygoods
box or a barn. Let it please the eye and
be an ornament to the landscape. If there
is a house already on the premises, and it
is ugly and inartistic, look it over carefully
and see where a bay window can be fittedl
in without appearing to be an excresence,

while there will surely be chances to put |

on sheltering porches and roomy verandas,
TFon make the whole pacturesque with
clinbing vines and graceful shrubbery.
The American ivy, also styled the Virginia
creeper, is perhaps the best perennial
climber. 1t is beautiful in summer and
glorious in autumn when it puts on the
gorgeous hues of the sunset. The wild cle-
matis, with its thick green foliage and
feathery white blossoms, is also very beau-
tiful, and is hardy. The cultivated Chinese
clematis, with its large purple or lavender
blossoms, is perhaps unequalled in splen-
dor as a climber, unless a few rare roses
are excepted.

During late winter or early spring, is an
excellent time to prepare for lawn decor-
ations. The ingenious farmer’s boy can
make substantial trellises for the climbing
vines.and prepare plant stands and window
boxes. Or, one of the girls may have a
taste for mechanics, for it does not hurt a
girl to know how to drive a nail, sawa
hoard and make a joint. Every country
home should have a comfortable outfit of
carpenter’s tools, with a bench fitted up in
woodhouse or barn for facility in their use.
It will save a good many dollars in timely
repairs, and also be the means of making
many trifles in the way of home decor-
ations and household conveniences. More-
over, it will furnish a form of rainy day
employment much better than going to
town to gossip at the corner grocery.

A footpower scroll saw can be procured
a; small outlay, and a multitude of nick-
nicks for interior uses and decorative pur-
prses can be made with it, and thus furnish
work so like play that the ingenious boy
or girl will never tire of it.

An evenly graded grass plot in front of
the house is always in perfect taste and
tlere is no reason why it should not be
kiptassmoothly shaven and neat as the lawn
oi a fine city mansion. Here beneath the
tiees—a treeless place is desolate and bare
inleed—hang one or two hammocks and
pace a few rustic chairs, and encourage
every member of the household to seck
tle pure outside air for their resting spells.
A swing may be put up for the little ones
bmeath some broad spreading tree.

A few flowering and other ornamental
slrubs may well have a place amid the
tiges in the front yard, but the back or
sile garden is the best place for annual and
peennial plants. There they can have un-
rétricted sunshine, and well tilled soil, and
hmce will thrive finely. Cut freely and
arange the blossoms into bouquets for the
tible and living rooms. The sweet flower-
fires will take the sense of drudgery out of

Aur daily routine and preach sermons of
%d'e and trust. Did not one of old say,
‘Consider the lillies, how they grow?”

and Jack Frost just makes them into heau.
tiful snow-flakes. He makes them all in
the same way, and if you could see it while
it was being” done you would see that one
particle after another of the water gath-

| ered about a certain point so as to make

. six-sided figures or crystals.

Because it
has six sides, each crystal is called a hexa-
gon, and this is just what this big word
means, six-sided.

Now if the snow-flakes only had one

| crystal in each, every snow-flake that we

see would be just alike. But when you
cateh son - of ‘them as they float through
the air you wilt Yiad there are hardly any
two that are alike, for there seems to he a
great many kinds. When two or more
crystals come together they make a new

| snow-flake, a sort of compound crystal.

|
|
|
|

;,
|
|
|
(l
|
|
|

The curious thing about it is that Jack
Frost puts them all together on the same
plan. Take a lot of these snow-flakes on a
piece of dark cloth in a cold room and you
will find that all the angles or corners made
in the crystals are the same size. In the
picture you will see how some of these
things appear, but you can go out most
any snowy day and get some crystals that
are just as beautiful as these are.

If you want to see some of Jack Frost’s
work in making erystals, take a pail of
water and set in a place where it is cold
enough to freeze. When it is just right,
the crystals will begin to form in the water
or on its surface at first, just the same as
the snow crystals form up in the sky. As
it orows colder the pail will be filled with
these erystals until at last Jack Frost locks
them all together and solid ice is formed.

Watch the next snow-flakes and see how
many kinds you can find.— Our Little Pro-

Farm Papers and the Farmer.
Continued from page 2.

our fellow farmers who take no agricultur-
al paper. Tell your neighbor the worth of
such a paper, for he does not know its val-
ue and persuade him to take it. You do
him a greater kindness than if you gave
him gold. This article has heen penned in
the hope that many farmers will thus be
aided by those who can render such assist-
ance. Farmers, will you not give such aid 7
One new name added by every subscriber.
See what it would mean to the publishers,
and think of what it would mean to farm.
ers and farming. THOMAS SHAW.

University Ezxperiment Farm, St. Anthony Park,
Minnesota.

®100 Reward, $100.

The readers of this paper will be pleased to
learn that there is at least one dreaded disease
that science has been able to cure in all its
stages an that is catarrh. Hall’s catarrh cure is
the only positive cure now known to the medical
fraternity. Catarrh being a constitutional di-
sease, requires a constitutional treatment. Hall’s
catarrh cure is taken internally, acting upon
the blood and mucous surfaces of the system,
thereby destroying the foundation of the di-
sease, and giving the patient strength by build-
ing up the constitution and assisting nature in
doing its work. The proprietors have so much
faith 1n its curative powers, that they offer One
Hundred Dollars for any case that it fails to
cure. Send for list of testimonials. Address,

F.J.CHENEY & CO., Toledo, Ohio.
I3F"Sold by druggists, 75c.
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OUR WORK.

The following has been approved by the State Grange as
a fair statement of the objects the Grange of Michigan
has in view, and the special lines along which it proposes to
work. We hope every Grange in the state will work
earnestly in all these departments, so that by a more
united effort we shall rapidly increase our numbers,
extend our influence, and attain more and more complete-
1y those ends which we seek.

OUR OBJECT

is the Organization of the Farmers for their own Improve-
ment, Financially, Socially, Mentally, Morally.

We believe that this improvement can in large measure
be brought about:

1, (a.) By wider individual study and general dis-
cussion of the business side of farming and home keeping.

(b.) By co-operation for financial advantage.

2. (a.) By frequent social gatherings, and the mingling
together of farmers with farmers, and of farmers with
people of other oceupations.

(b.) By striving for a purer manhood, a nobler woman-
hood, and a universal brotherhood.

3. (a.) By studying and promoting the improvement of
our district schools.

.) By patronizing and aiding the Agricultural Col-
leges and Experiment Stations in their legitimate work of
scientific investigation, practical experiment, and educa-
tion for rural pursuits.

(c.) By maintaining and attending farmers’ institutes:
reading in the Reading Circle; establishing and using
circulating libraries: buying more and better magazines
and papers for the home.

4. (a.) By diffusing a knowledge of our civil institutions,
and teaching the high duties of citizenship.

(b.) By demanding the enforcement of existing statutes,
and by discussing, advocating. and trying to secure such
other state and national laws as shall tend to the general
justice, progress and morality.

GOV. RICH'S TRIBUTE TO THE GRANGE.

In a recent issue of the GraxGe Visrtor
we published an interesting statement re-
garding the condition of the state treasury
as given by Gov. Rich before the meeting
of the last State Grange. This explanation
was timely, and probably has been eagerly
read by Patrons who take the Visiror. It
has occurred to us that the most sig-
nificant aspect of this address.-and the
most pleasing to every loyal Patron, is the
implied recognition of the worthy services
and influence of the Grange. Gov. Rich
appeared before the State Grange at his
own request, and in the opening sentences
of his address, paid a splendid tribute to
the Grange.

We surmise that the work of the Grange
in the last state legislature has brought to
the attention of the party leaders of Michi-
2an the fact that the Grange is sufficiently
organized, and has a sufficient membership,
to enable it to become a factor in securing
desirable legislation. Never before in the
history of Michigan was the name *‘Grange”
pronounced so many times in our legisla-
ture, we believe. Never before have so
many members of the legislature been im-
pressed with the idea that the farmers in
Michigan are organized.

This condition of things is most encour-
aging, but let us not stop with what we
already attained. What hasbeen done once
may be repeated; indeed during the
coming years we ought, as a Grange, to do
better work in the legislature than we did
last winter. We ought to be better organ-
ized, to have the questions that we are con-
sidering more fully discussed in Subordi-
nate Granges, and to present a more united
front when the legislature convenes. Let
us take hold of these legislative topics with
vigor; let us remember that this phase of
the work is one of the most important; let
us not weary in well doing along this line.
We must not lose what has already been
gained.

BEAUTIFYING SCHOOL YARDS.

In these dreary winter days it may seem
somewhat out of place to suggest that
school yards should be beautified, but there
is nothing like ‘‘taking time by the fore-
lock,” and the time to discuss a question
like this is in time to prepare for the work.
The average school yard in the country is
an abomination. No attemptis made to
make it a pleasant or an attractive place
for the children. We are just coming to
realize what a power early impressions
have on the future of the child. We heard
of an instance not long ago that is to the
point. One of the most successful and

ayable in advance, and discontinued at |

United States, whose special line of work

| has not been excelled, says thatina great

many of his best designs in landscape ef-
fects he is merely carrying out the impres-
sions formed when he was a boy, and wan-

| dered over his father’s farm, drinking in

the beauties of the scenery down by the

| little lake fringed with trees and shrubs.
| This instance merely serves to show how
| strong are early impressions.
| flowers, love of trees, love of the beautiful,

are no discredit to a man, and generally
help him to be a better man. Beautiful
surroundings in the school yard will prove

~Then there is not much question but the
use of flowers and trees in the schoolroom

of science. This of itself commends the
plan. If children can only be taught that
there is room for the deepest culture and
the best use of brains right on the farm,
we believe they will be more apt to remain
there from choice.

We have sometimes wondered if there
could not be some plan adopted by which
teachers could be supplied with flower
seeds each spring which they could utilize
during the early summer for the purpose
of school yard or schoolroom adornment,
and also why the teachers and pupils should
not make it a practice of occasionally set-
ting out trees and shrubs, which would be
cared for by the pupils themselves, thus
adding a little each year to the beauty of
the school grounds, and teaching each
child something ‘practical, and also teach-
ing the child to love trees, shrubs, and
flowers.

We are informed that the horticultural
department of the Agricultural College
proposes to inaugurate a plan whereby
teachers may be furnished with flower
seeds, accompanied instructions for
their use. We most heartily commend this
effort, and if it is carried out, we shall have
more to say of it hereafter.

by

WOMAN'S WORK IN THE GRANGE.

In the last VisiTor and in this issue, s

have presented the report of the womzmr

work committee of the State Grange, made
at the last meeting. We hope that all
Patrons will carefully read the reports of
Sisters Mayo and Hinds.

Without disparaging in the least the re-
ports made by the first committee, this
year Patrons will be astonished to discover
how the woman’s work has grown. At
first no one knew what woman’s work is.
The work was unorganized, and the re-
ports could not possibly show specific
things accomplished.
very opposite is true of these latter reports.
Take for example the charity work. Near-
ly 200 persons were provided for last sum-
mer through this woman’s work commit-
tee. This work places the Grange on a
level of the very best philanthropic bodies
of the state.
in that there is something definite that has
been accomplished. We can not speak in
terms sufficiently strong of these reports
of Sisters Mayo and Hinds. It seems to
us that the woman’s work has been placed
in a condition that is a valuable lesson in
all departments of Grange endeavor. The
work is organized, it is being pushed,
something is being done. We doubt if
there is a state in the Union that can show
the same character and quality of wom-
an’s work in the Grange as can be shown
by Michigan, and we commend to other
states the work of this woman’s work com:
mittee, for we believe that they will find.
as the Michigan Grange has, it not only
does the Grange good by furnishing defi:
nite work for the women, but it advertises
it and elevates it in the estimation of al
classes of people. Not only that, but i
places the Grange in an attitude of a doei
of good in a very direct way. This work
is so well established in Michigan that therq
is no question of its future success, and
there is no question of its propriety.

We trust that masters of Granges wher¢
there is no active woman’s work commit/
tee, will at once see that steps are taken t¢
provide such a committee. There are 22
active Granges in Michigan, and ther¢
ought to be 225 active woman’s work com|
mittees, and Mrs. Mayo ought to have thJ

Take the school work, and

 them.  Masters will neglect their
they do not see that this woman’s work is |

| stitute.

ut notice  that the | Thursday will be stock and dairy day, and

names of the chairman of every one of

daty if
taken hold of vigorously. You need have
committee to do if the chairman at
once gets into correspondence with Sister
Mayo or Hinds. It is not only a duty, but
1t 1s a privilege. The testimony of all who

| have done this work is that the Grange is
Love of |

greatly benefited as a Grange, and that the

| individual members who do the work are |

also greatly helped.
We wish we had the words to add a still

work committee of the Michigan State
Grange, because it seems to us to be of
rare merit and to have been managed with

| rare skill.
and in the school yard would be very help- |
' ful to the teacher in imparting the elements

THE ROUND-UP.

This phrase is borrowed from the Texas

plains, but for present purposes will be ap- |
plied in an entirely different manner. There

is only one round-up in Michigan, and that
is the round-up of the farmers’ institutes.
This particular round-up is to be the great
farmers’ institute of the year, and will be
held in Grand Rapids, February 11, 12,
13, and 14. The following circular has
been issued by the superintendent of in-
stitutes, and while you may see it in some
of your county papers, we will neverthe-
less insert it here. Further announcements
will be made later. We hope that every
Grange in the state will endeavor to have
some member present at this round-up.
We expect the rates will be so low that
you can afford it, and we would like to
have every Grange and farmers’ club and
other farmers’ organizations represented
at that meeting. Please talk this over in
your Grange, and see if you can not make
arrangements for some of your members to
attend as sort of delegates from your
Grange.

Every farmer in Michigan knows what
a farmer’s institute is. Sixty-eight coun-
ties in the state have held them this winter.
Some of them have been very largely at-
tended, and all have heen very successful.
But we expect to have the higgest one of
the year at Grand Rapids, February 11, 12,
13 and 14. It will be called a *‘Round-up,”’
and the list of speakers will include noted
professors from the Agricultural College,
and some ot the most successful and best
known farmers and fruit growers of the
state. The feast will be opened by Gov.
Rich on Tuesday -evening, February 11,
and will continue for three days and four
evenings until Friday evening, when it will
be closed by Ex-Governor Luce. There
will be three sessions a day of the main in-
Wednesday will be a fruit day,

Friday will be fertilizer and general crop
day. The evening sessions will be occu-
pied with talks of a more general nature,
but all of great interest and moment to
farmers. Three afternoons, in a
separate from the main institute, will be
held a woman’s section under the charge of
Mrs. Mary A. Mayo, of Battle Creek. It
is expected that on two of these afternoons
demonstration lessons in cooking will be
given by Miss Margaret M. Sill of Detroit.
Still another separate section, called the
mechanics’ section, will be held two even-
ings for those who are interested in mech-
anical lines.

room

WHAT WE WANT.

We want 2,000 of the most progressive
farmers from all sections of Michigan to
attend this meeting. We expect reduced
rates on the railroads. We have been as-
sured of reduced rates at hotels at from
$1.00 to $1.50 per day for good accommo-
dations. We want to make this the big-
gest meeting of the kind ever held in
Michigan. We want to make it a model
institute in conduct as well as in attendance.
The papers and discussions will be the best
that can be procured in Michigan, and we
want people to corne to hear them. We
expect every farmer in Kent county, and
we would like to have every other county
send large delegations. Further announce-
ments, giving program and other arrange-
ments more in detail, will be made later.
Do uot forget the dates, February 11, 12,
13 and 14; and remember to come and stay
as long as you can. You never will regret
it.

| in a little work for it.
no fear that there will he nothing for such |

| if you have no objections.

Ask, if you Would Receive.

In last issue we made a personal appeal
for all who love the GraxGE VisiToR to put
Go to the merchant
you trade with, to the lawyer you boom for

- office, to the intelligent farmer neighbor
| who is not a subscriber, and ask (the Bible

says you shall receive) for a years subscrip-
tion to the one paper that, more than any
other stands steadfast for the organization,
and consequent prosperity, of the class

| which stands next to nature and feeds the

world—the agriculturists. A very easy
]Ol.) 1’1)1' l ou. If You, A';//// 1 l///r 7 \\'i“ (1()
this at once, the growth of the Visrror for

| two weeks coming will be phenomenal. It
greater tribute to the work of the woman’s |

is your paper. Will you do this for it?
In our next issue we will print the names
of those who respond to this second invita-

| tion. We all talk a oreat deal about loyal-
| ty to the Grange and its interests, now let

us see who will come to the front and act.
Just alittle effort, a few words fitly spoken.
Let us hear from you. :

PERRY & McGRrATH, Managers.

The Supervisor’s Side.

Worrny Ebrror: A little talk with you
It isabout that
article in the last VisiToR, taken from the
Detroit Journal. Don't you think it cen-
sured the township supervisor a oood deal ?
By the tone of the article we should infer
that about all irregularities found by Col.
DeLand came from the township supervis-
or. Now that looks too one-sided to he-
lieve, yet we say let the blows fall where
they belong, in city or country. It is sure-
ly the duty of every supervisor to comply
with the law as near as possible, and he
gentlemanly in making his reports and all
that. But I tell you it made me not a little
indignant to see how our laree cities trv to
shoulder the blame onto the country as
they do. Surely it is real estate that is
paying the bulk of our taxes. Con-
sequentlv the farmer pays the lar-
gest tax according to his valuation.
There is not much hid from the supervisor
of the country. He can sce for himself.
and if by good fortune a farmer has a few
spare dollars laid by, the supervisor re-
quests the amount and he is assessed ac-
cording to law, providing each does as re-
quired by the law. Here is where the hig
trouble lies. Many evade the law, and it
is generally done by those holding personal
property, rather than on real estate. If
all property were honestly assessed. the
people would not now he “complaining of
high taxes. SUPERVISOR'S WIFE.

To the Farmers of the Country.

While we are proud of what the Grange -
has accomplished in former years, and are
encouraged, because of its high standing
and influence at the present time, our chief
interest centers in the work of the future
which has before it the possibilities of a
record of usefulness for the Order which
will far surpass any of the achievements of
the past. To this end we appeal to farm-
ers i all parts of the country to rally to
the standard of the Grange and use this
grand farmer’s organization to develop the
latent social, intellectual, moral and politi-
cal power of the rural population and make
it a mighty, resistless force in dispelling
ignorance, eradicating evil, and by the
proper use of the hallot, securing for farm-
ers and their interests a just recognition hy
the law making powers of the land.

Farmers, the Order of the Patrons of
Husbandry offers you a carefully matured
and tried plan of organization, the best
that many years of ripened thought and ex-
perience has been able to devise. It is al-
ready a mighty factor in the affairs of to-
day.

On its banners are inscribed many well
earped victories. It has never recognized
defeat; when temporarily checked, the lines
have been reformed and the assault re-
newed. In its ranks are many of the brav-
est men and faivest women who live in the
farm homes of the nation—a grand frater-
nal ban 1.

Our Order is non-partisan; we do not
ask you to abandon your political affili-
ations, nor does our Order attempt to con-
trol your political action. It only sug-
gests that no farmer should support men
for legislative, judicial or executive posi-
tions, who are unmindful of the great
foundation interest of our country.

Brother farmers, we need your help and
we ask you to join hands with us. You
will be heartily welcomed by- all the mem-
bers of our Order; you shall share in the
victories and honors which we have won,
and you shall be joint-heirs with us of all
that has been gained in the struggle for a
just recognition of the interests of agricul-
ture. And when, with your help, public
burdens have been equalized, when the
cost of the administration of the laws shall
have been reduced to reasonable propor-
tions, when the righteous solution of the
economic questions which now distract and
impoverish our country shall have been
secured, then will there be an assurance of
real prosperity which is so much desired
by all classes in this country.—Alpha
Messer.
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Northern Michigan.

We continue in this issue reports from
the northern counties of the state.

Charlevoix County,

BY M. M. BURNHAM.

first consider that portion on the main
land, within which lie Pine Lake, South
Arm, Bear Lake, a portion of the inter-
mediate lakes and portions of four rivers.
All of these lakes are navigated by small
steamers, and Pine and South Arm by the

large lake steamers and sailing craft. They |

have a coast line of about 120 miles.

The soil runs from light sand to heavy | ! ]
| an, and even the white farmers, have little
| fear of leaving their potatoes in the hill
| over winter, and are almost sure to find

clay. In the main it is a clay loam of the
sort usually found in connection with a
heavy growth of hardwood timber, and
abundantly watered by spring brooks, riv-
ers, and lakes.

The climate is invigorating and healthful.
The number of fair days per annum is sur-
passed in very few if in any localities. Be-
sides the modification of the climate afford-
ed by the water we have that effected by a
*‘trade wind,” which for over 250 days of
the year rises just before, and a little to the

south of the sun and precedes it in its ap- |

parent course. It usually increases in
force till about 2 p. m., and then decreases
till five or six o’clock when it dies out.
Frosts usually hold off very late in the fall
and do not occur in summer.
January 1 to April 1the ground is cov-
ered wtth a deep body of snow, which
keeps the ground moist and free from
frost, and as soon as it is gone the land is
green with pasturage and ready for the
plow.

Land is very low. Quite well improved

farms of fair quality can be bought for | t
- and so they get back to Emmet county,

from $12.50 to $15 per acre, some as low
as 810. Land from which the timber has
been taken can be hought for from one to
twelye dollars per acre.

The wood’s products still lead all others
in value, many ship’s cargoes leaving our
docks every week during the season of lake
navigation, and many car loads the year
round.

However, there has been considerable ag-
ricultural and horticultural development.
Several townships are thickly settled, well
cleared, and have good roads, buildings,
farms, stock and thrifty bearing orchards.
Melons, tomatoes and corn are sure crops,
and all the grains and grasses grown else-
where in this state. Vast quantities of po-
tatoes are raised for shipment. Many

thousands of bushels of peas and beans are
raised every year for seed for seedsmen.
/Celery and mint, hoth of which flourish

";“ dere, are coming to He much ciittivaied ex-

{ perimentally. ‘ ‘ ;

~ The sure foundation of the county’s prog-
ress lies in the fact that it is a good grass
country. Dairying has received consider-
able attention and is having a rapid growth.
Better fruit than is raised here is not
grown, as I am assured by men who have
travelled ““far and wide.” We never have
an August drouth, and dairying and fruit
raising seem destined to hecome the lead-
ing industries.

Our best market now is the home mar-
ket, which consumes all our dairy products,
our honey, garden stuffs, grains and swine;
the large summer resorts scattered over the
county requiring. very much.

Good schools abound; good local papers,
and churches of most sorts in all our thriv-
g villages. The group of islands in
Lake Michigan known generally as *“The
Beavers,” was added to this county by the
last legislature and consists of Beaver,
Garden, Hog, Hat, Whiskey, Trout, High
and Squaw islands, in the agoregate about
100 square miles, mostly covered with good
hardwood timber, but containing many
good farms under a high state of cultiva-
tion, and some large and very promising
orchards. They are divided into three
townships. St. James Harbor on the
Beaver 1s a good one. There is a large
Catholic church there. There are about
1,000 people residing on these islands.

The county is but very little in debt.
The entire population is about 12,000, and
Charlevoix—the beautiful—is the county
seat.

For the man with small means or no
means there is no better dwelling place
than Charlevoix county if he is willing and
able to work.

East Jordan.

Emmet County.
BY JOHN SWIFT.

Emmet, being the northwest county of
the lower peninsula of Michigan, is likely
to be taken for a cold, unfruitful region,
fit only for the habitation_ of Norwegians
or Laplanders; and, having only about
8,000 inhabitants, half of which dwellin
the two Principal villages, Pqtoskey and
Harbor Springs, this opinion is no doubt
strengthened. But, being told that this
was an Indian reservation until 1875; then
first opened up to white homesteaders,
most o?ewhom were very poor and pnable
to help each other, will soon explain the
newness of our surroundings. And when
also told that we have almost no winter un-
til after the holidays and very little ice in

From about | 1
| from close observation, I can truly say

the bay or lake, by which weare surround-

ed, until the fore part of February,
and that our winter temperature aver-
ages higher than at Detroit or more south-

| ern points, you may well be surprised at

the error of your frigid opinions and won-

| der not that the potato, tomato aud other
In speaking of Charlevoix county let us |

tender vines were green and thriving up
to the 6th day of November of last year

| and show hut little signs of frost at this
| writing, October 10, 1895.

When the
writer first landed here in June, 1879,

| nothing surprised him more than to see

“volunteer” self-seeded potatoes coming
up in every patch where they had heen
grown the year before, this being a thing
of common occurrence. Indeed, the Indi-

them nice and fresh in the spring. It is a
very rare thing to find frozen ground at
any season of the year except on exposed
hillsides where the snow is blown away.
Further than this, potatoes planted any
time from April 1st to July 15th will pro-
duce good crops of fine quality, thousands
of bushels being annually shipped abroad
to supply the calls of the thousands of sum-
mer residents who each year come up here
to enjoy our potatoes, ‘delightful climate,
heautiful scenery and health giving, spark-
ling waters.

Want of space will not permit me to de-
tail all of our peculiar advantages but,

that very few people have any desire to
leave this earthly paradise, and nine out of

| every ten of the few who do leave because
| of hard times that did not exist previous to
| '75, when many came here from outside

soon find that times ‘‘have changed since
Hannah died,” even where they came from

saying, ‘“‘we are content to let well enough

| alone hereafter,” while most of the remain-

ing write they would come back if they
could get back without the sacrifice of too
much property. These things speak vol-
umes while the fact that the editor of the

GRANGE VISITOR writes that “‘he is stuck

on our northern home and intends to pur-

| chase here when he gets rich,” clinches the

whole matter.
A BIT OF HISTORY.

We raise good crops of early and medi-
um and early varieties of corn, there not
being enough real hot weather to ripen the
larger kinds of dent, every year. Oats,
barley, timothy, spring and winter wheat,
buckwheat, millett, ete, bring as good re-

| turns as like care and manure will bring in

Wayne or Ingham counties. Wild apples
and berries of all kinds, including the lar-
gest wintergreen and June berries I ever
saw, grow in unlimited quantities among
the second growth trees of new slashinos
or old “Indian gardens.”” Many of the lat-
ter were cleared farms in the days of good
old Father Marquette and his associates.
Thisand adjoining counties being his chosen
mission field and chosen final resting place,
toward which he was hastening when ap-
proaching death overtook him at South
Haven. The remains were brought up
here the following spring by an escort of
thirty canoes, in line. Here too, Henry
was set at liberty as the only man to es-
cape the massacre of old fort Mackinae,
through the rivalry of one of our two tribes
of Indians who were not invited to the per-
formance by the other. Hundreds of im-
plements of savage warfare are yearly
turned up by the white man’s plow ‘at the
present time, that give ample evidence that
not only the present inhabitants are satis-
fied but that even red men engaged in
deadly strife over this water-washed, north-
ern “‘fruit belt.” For such it truly is; of
which I must proceed to inform you, leav-
ing history as written, to tell of the past,
until some more convenient time when I
may perhaps tell you more of the things
that have been found during the past 20
years that remind us of the centuries going
by. Tk

To return to our products. Two or even
three bushels of low-bush huckleberries
can easily be picked in a day among the
pines in the northern part of this county—
the bunches and berries often being as
large as those of the Delaware grape furth-
er south. Grapes and peaches do not ripen
well, but most apples and pears, and crab
apples and plums of all kinds yield im-
mense crops of the finest, most perfect
quality almost entirely free from insects,
scabs or worms. A few years hence will
see large quantites of the fruit shipped to
Chicago and other points easy of access by
boat and rail. Some of the finest boats on
Lake Michigan make their first stop out
from Chicago at Harbor Springs, the finest
harbor in the Union. As for vegetables—
we beat the best in all varieties, including
celery that discounts Kalamazoo, and pan-
sies and asters that put Vick in the shade.
As for fine fish, including whitefish that
melt in one’s mouth, several varieties of
lake and brook trout, pike, perch, herring,
suckers and other ‘“‘cheap fish,” we have
them in shipping quantities, winter and
summer, upon which resorters feast and
grow fat of body and brain.

Our timber consists mostly of hard
maple, black and yellow birch, beech,

white ash, basswood, gray elm, with a fair
-quantity of pine in northern part are of
fine quality and command from $6 to S10
per thousand feet at the numerous mills,
from which the lumber is shipped by rail
or boat to all parts of the United States.
Much of the hard wood is worked up here
into flooring; one contract from Buftalo
this fall being 400,000 feet dressed and
oiled; while most of the elm which is grown
on the upland is made into hoops; over two
million feet heing worked up and shipped
from Harbor Springs alone since last
spring.  The quality being of the best. the
demand cannot be met fast enough, while
factories in other places are idle. Many

things more might be said in praise of our |

beautiful surroundings, which only need to
be seen and enjoyed to captivate and cap-
ture the visitors: hundreds of whom are
yearly purchasing homes in our county of
late. As to bad storms: we always find
that they were much worse outside, heing

entirely free from the tomi)ests that are |

common east, west, and south of us. Good
wild lands can be had for $10 or less per
acre, and partly cleared farms at propor-
tional rates. Schools and churches are nu-
merous and society as good as can be found
in Michigan. Outsiders always welcome,
and letters answered for a stamp. Mar-
kets as good as the best, and roads better

than in many old counties. soil bemng |

gravel loam.
Harbor Springs.

Benzie County,
BY R. B. REYNOLDS.

This is comparatively a new county,
being located on Lake Michigan shore 100
miles north of Grand Haven. having a
shore line west and north of about 28 miles.
Joining Leelanau county on the north for
12 miles, Grand Traverse county on the
east for 18 miles and Manistee county on
the south for 20 miles.

WATER.

Belsie and Platte rivers cross the county
from the east and are joined by many
spring streams as well as outlets from the
many lakes with which the county is dot-
ted.

FISHING.

The streams are stocked with trout and
the lake with bass, pickerel and perch.
SURFACE.
This is generally rolling, some parts
being quite hilly while others are compara-
tively level.

SOIL.

T E s diversified, varying from heuvy
clay to sand, and from dry to wet.

! CLIMATE.

This is much effected by lake influence.
Summers are warm enough and falls are
more exempt from frost than counties ly-
ing back from the lake hundreds of miles
south. Winters are more uniform in tem-
perature and not subject to such extremes
of cold as more southern sections. Usu-
ally snow lies the greater part of the win-
ter, and really winter’s mud is unknown.

RAILROADS.

The county is crossed by the C. & W.
M, T. A. A.&N. M., and M. & N. E. rail-
roads, with car ferry across Lake Michi-
gan connecting Frankfort with Kewaunee
on the west side of the lake.

POPULATION.

In 1894 it was 8,060 and shows a eain of
nearly 154 per cent since 1890, eighty per
cent of which are American horn.

RESOURCES.

Much of the county is still covered by
the original forests, embracing some as
fine maple, elm, basswood, birch, hem-
lock and cedar timber as the state affords.
Many fine farms are to be seen which at-
test the value of the agricultural interest,
and our fruit industry is in its infancy.

FARM CROPS.

Notwithstanding the severity of this sum-
mer’s drouth the county has a heavy crop
of corn, and potatoes as well. Our aver-
age yields and the quality of the product
makes potato raising an important indus-
try, and is receiving special attention. Hay,
wheat and beans also do well on their re-
spective varieties of soil.

FRUIT.

There are thousands of acres of as fine
fruit lands for apple, L)ear, peach, plum,
and cherry raising in this county that are
unimproved, as can be found in the state
of Michigan. In spite of the cold snap in
May, 1895, we could show orchards of all
these varieties of fruit that were actually
loaded down. No county in the state can
offer better inducements to people wanting
fruit lands than Benzie. She has the cli-
mate, location and transportation; all that
is lacking is the intelligent grower with
means sufficient to get his orchards started.

PRICE OF LANDS.

Good fruit and farmiug lands can be
bought at from ten to twenty dollars per

acre, and often less than that price. Lands

| & Marmon C(o..

can be bought with timber on, or stump

lands, or even already cleared. We have

had no frost at this date to kill vegetation

except in some low lands. 3
Frankfort.

Wanted.

The names of the Master. Secretary and
Lecturer of every Subordinate Grange,
with their postoffice address, wanted by re.
turn mail, whether re-elected or newly
elected. Whether it is yvour duty to re-
port these facts or not, will vou not assist
In making ap this most essential list hy
complying with this request / :

JENNIE BukLL,
Secretary State Grange.
Ann Arbor, Jan. 14, 189%. E ;

Notice.

Will those G ranges that sent orders un-
der the State Grange contract to Nordyke
Indianapolis, Indiana.
please correspond with me as to their pur-

| chases and date of purchase, at once?

JENNIE BrELL.
Secretary State Grange.
Ann Arbor, Jan. 14, 1856. ;

Woman's Work.

Continued from page 3,

“I give my head and my heart to God and
my country.”™ They are taught in very
simple terms the principles of the Decla-
ration of Independence. Thus orew the
American flag salute and the teaching of
patriotism in the public schools, '
Somewhere I have read that the Bible
and Shakespeare were a complete library
for any woman, but whether you have a

| copy of Shakespeare or not, be sure you

have a copy of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and Constitution at hand to read
and study, and see to it that it is taught in
every school. Mr. Dallas says that the
constitution, in its language, 1s plain and
intelligible and is meant for the home hred
understanding. I would sucoest that its
study is no more faticuing than to put to-
cether a crazy quilt, and not half as trying
to the nerves of which women seem to he S0
largely composed. Why not in your Granoe
for literary work these long winter even-
ings, form clubs for the study of the Con-
stitution. Do not feel, my sisters, that you
are excused from the duties of cood citizen-
ship because you are not voters. In your
visits to the schools ascertain what " text
books are used. General Harrison in his
paper, “This Country of Ours,” written
for the Ludies’ Home Journs] 52 4“The
old-time Fourth of July celebration, with
its simple parades and “musters, the read-
ing the Declaration of Independence went
out of fashion. It is coming back and we

e

{ ought to aid in reinstating it. The old

declaration has a pulse in it, and a rine to
it that does the soul cood. Has your boy
ever read it—all of it The fathers oucht
not to he too busy to give some lessons in
patriotism; but, if they are, let the moth-
ers (who are more busy) see that 2 love of
country is cultivated and that the children
are very early made acquainted with the
wise, unselfish and heroic characters in
our history. In the home and hefore the
school days begin, the feelings should be
kindled and the sentiment awakened. Do
not be ashamed to loye your flac or con-
fess your love for it. Make much of it;
tell its history; sing of it. It now floats
over our schoolhouses and it ought to hang
from the windows of our homes on all pub-
lic days.”

Finally, my sisters, I would recommend
the forming of Patriotic Leagnes in the
community in which you live, and encour-
age the practice of the flag salute in our
schools.  Can I better express the many
lines of Woman’s Work than to quote from
Will Carleton’s poem, Editor’s Guests?
“*Know all and do all and be all with cheer-
fulness, courage and vim, and be sure you
know how much to know, and know how
to not know too much.”

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Suaerwoop Hinps.

Especially is it true in the rural districts
that change of teachers, change of super-
intendents and other officers work the
greatest hindrance to the progress and suc-
cess of the great educational work through-
out the country.—Z. £. Teagarden.

An After Christmas Tale.

Out of doors, upon the ice,
Grandpa’s little men make merry;

Christmas skates and sledges nice—
But where s little Peter Perry ?

On the bed, within the house,

May be found poor Peter Perry;
All about he does ‘‘ca-touse,”

Pale and dull his cheeks of cherry.

What’s the matter with the lad;
Shall 1 tell, little Peter Perry ?
O, the tale is very sad,
S4d and shameful, very, very!

He did cram on Christmas Day,
Stole a glass of grandpa’s sherry;
Coaxed Tom’s oranges away,—
And now he aches, poor Peter Perry.
—Fanny Parker, in Wide Wake,
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ings, and the thousand and one |

! . o than alfalfa. It is probably less' ils lacking this fertili
. . e e ; o] probably less crop on soils lacking this fertilizer.
Thﬂ Eﬂreka WﬂShHI\ g,g“@g% and Stau@ﬂ things which are needed for their | valuable than many other, species The prime condition for success is
1 daily welfare; but their food, the |of clovers and forage plants. Al-'that the land be well drained. If

cost of which makes up the large falfa seed is sometimes adulterated | the subsoil is heavy and stiff and

share of the cost of living of the | with the seeds of one or the other /impervious to water, alfalfa will
Bulletin Ithaca, N. Y., Station. ‘lgreat majority, and which has so|of these less valuable forms. These not be a permanent success, no

much todo with the health and|plants, however, are so rarel i
B RS : = : : ) 8 y cul- matter how well the surfac il
. Cherry growing isone of the 'strength of every one, is a subject | tivated in the United States that l;lx;ﬁedrceths:;e

WITH LID COMPLETE,

| Chesarries.

i
|

b

May be ordered with or without the lid.
Simple in constructicn and easy to operate- |
Will wash everything clean from a lace cur- |
tain to the heaviest bed clothes, ‘
Ask the sezretary of your grange for full |
particulars.

Eureka Washing Machine Co., g
MUNCIE, IND.

The Best
Mills for Farm-
ers and those
doing a Custom
Meal and Feed
Grinding Busi-
ness:

(28 Sizes and Styles.)
BECAUSE they grind more with same
power, don’t wear out or break down.
Grind fine table meal and all kinds of
grain, including ear corn for feed. A
boy can keep them in order.

(Five First Premivins at World's Fair.)
Flour and Buckwheat Mills
0N THE—
Roller or Buhr Systems.

Estimates farnished on application. Special
prices for 1895, Write for *Book on Mills.”
NORDYKE & MARMON (CO., No. 400 Day St.,
Indianapolis, Ind.

' ® ©old and Bilver Watches, Blczd
Tricyeles, Gunsand Pistols, (;

Buggies, Wagons, Carriages, Saf
Sleighs, Harness,Cart Tops, S|

Sewing Machines, Aecordeons, Organs, Piancs, Cider 9y
Cash Drawers, Feed Mills, Stoves, Kettles, Bone Mills,
Letter Pressesy;  Jack Serews, Trueks, Anvils, HayCutters,
Press Stands, Copy Books, Vises, Drills, Road Plows,
Lawn Mowers, Coffee Mills, Lathes, Benders, DumpCarts,
Corn Shellers, Hand Cartsy Forges, Serapers,Wire Fence,
Fanning Mills, Wringers, Engines, Saws, Steel Sinks,
Grain Dumps, Crow Bars, Boilers, Tools, RBit Braces,
Hay, Stoek, Flevator, Railroad, Platform and Conunter SCALES,
Send for free Catalogue and see how to save Money,

b1 Eo. Jet’erson St., CEICAGO BCALE CO0., Chicago, I,
Ask Secretary of your Grange for our Illus
trated Catalogue. Aug. 15tf |

ebster’s
international
Dictionary

invaluable in Office, School,and Home

Swuccessor of the
“Unabridged.’’

Standard of the

U. 8. Gov't Print-

ing Office, the U. 8.

Supreme Court, and

{ of mnearly all the
! Schoolbooks.

Warmly com-

| mended by State

Superintendents

of = Schools, and

other Educators al-

most without num-
ber.

iHE BEST FOR EVERYBODY
BECAUSE
it is easy to find the word wanted.
Wordsare given their correct alphabetical places,
each one beginning a paragraph.
it is easy to ascertain the pronunciation.
The pronunciation is shown by the ordinary dia-
critically marked letters used in the schoolbooks.
It is easy to trace the growth of a word.
‘The etymologies are full, and the different mean-
ings are given in the order of their development.
& It is easy to learn what a word means.
‘I'he definitions are clear, explicit, and full, and
each i3 contained in & separate paragraph.

0RO O-0-O- 00000 C)O‘C"'.*’}O'O‘O'O’OO‘QO’O‘O‘OC)O‘
& \

Revised List of Grange Supplies

Kept in the office of Sec’y of the
3 h‘rfn N Qiratn G‘.' I
Michigan State Grange

And sent ort post-paid on receipt of cash order,
over the Seal of a Subordinate Grar and
the signature of its Master or Secretary

Porcelain ballot marbles, per hundred

T TS e [ T e R S SRS

Secretar, T e S R

Treasurer s orders, bound. per hundred....

Secretary’s receipts for dues, per hundred..

Treasurer's receipts for dues, per hundred..

Applications for membership, per hundred

Withdrawal cards, perdozen...............

Demits.in envelopes, perdozen.............

By-laws of the State Grange, single copies,
10c ; per dozen: :

“@Glad Echoes.” 1gle copies,
25¢ ; per dozen : e s T e aeiaies 00

Grange Melodies, single copy, 40c; per doz. 4

Opening Song Card, 2¢ each :75¢ per 50; 100 1

Rituals, 7th edition (with combined d"s,’r(-os.)‘)

h: per dozen..........
Rituals, 5th degree, set of nine
Rituals, Juvenile, single copy
Notice to delinquent members, per 100......
American Manual of Parliamentary Law..
Digest okaa\\'s T R Tn L SO SR

R L SR S e
g:}x{p?g(package co-operative literature....
Kelley’s History of the Grange

Write for prices on gold pins, badges, work-
ing tools, staff mountings, seals, ballot boxes
and any other Grange supplies. Address

Miss JENNIE BUELL,

| cautiously.

| tarian,

neglected industries of western |
New York. There are practically |
no bearing orchards of sweet
cherries, and very few of sour|
cherries. ‘

The product is sold both in the
open market and to canneries. In |

general, the factories afford ‘(h(:‘l

| better market, although well grown |

and nicely packed fruits, particu-
larly of the sweet kinds, find a|
ready sale in the general market. |

Cherries like a loamy soil which |
is rich in mineral food. They
should generally be given clean |
and frequent cultivation until the |
fruit is ripe, and after that the |
land may be put to rest with some
cover crop. Stimulating or nitro-
genous manures should be used |

|

Sour cherries should be planted
18 to 20 feet apart each way, and |
sweet cheeries about ten feet|
farther. l

Cherries are pruned after the |
manner of pruning plums and |
pears. Sweet cherries should be |
pruned to three to five main arms, |
and not to a central leader. |

The curculio is the worst enemy |
to sweet cherries, and it is some-
times serious upon the sour kinds.
Jarring the trees is the most reli-
able procedure.

The rot, due to a fungus, is par-
ticularly bad upon the early and |
soft-fleshed sweet cherries. Spray
for it twice before the fruit is half
grown, with Bordeaux mixture.
Plant varieties least susceptible to
the disease. Be expeditious in
handling the crop.

Cherries for the general market |
should be carefully hand-picked, |
with the stems on, and they should
be neatly packed in small pack-
ages. Cherries for the general
market, particularly the sweet
kinds, should be handled with as
much care as strawberries are.
The smallest packazes aie thé
most profitable for the best cher-
ries.

The most deserving sour cherries
for western_gew York are Mont-
morency, huglish Morello and
Louis Phillippe. The last is best
in quality, but apparently is least
productive.

Of sweet cherries, the following
are recommended for market:
Windsor, Napoleon, Black Tar-
tartain, Black Eagle, Mezel, Rob-
ert’s Red Heart, Downer’s Late |
ted. For home use, Black Tar-|
Governor Wood, Coe’s
Transparent, Belle d’Orleans,
Downer’s Lake Red, Black Eagle,
Knight’s Early Black, Napoleon,
Rockport, Robert’s Red Heart,
Yellow Spanish, Windsor, May
Duke, Belle de Choisy.

Food Investigations.
Bulietin Conn. Station.

|  The dietaries of the farmers’
| families thus far studied were out
iof balance. The food contained
relatively too little of the protein
compounds, those which

tively too much of the fuel ingre
dients, especially starch. In other
words, they would have been im-
proved by the use of more of the
leaner kinds of meats, as beef and
veal, more fish, milk, beans and
peas, and less such materials as pota-
toes and cornmeal and sugar. There
was not such variety of food as
the farm and garden might easily
supply. '
do not fairly represent the ordi-
nary farmer’s diet. A large num-
ber of investigations must he made
before general conclusions will be
warranted.

The best farmers in the state are
arefully considering the kinds and
amounts of plant foods in their
soils and fertilizers and the com-
position of different feeding stuffs,
and the quantities necessary to

rations for their cows and other
animals of the farm. Is it not
worth while to consider carefully
the nutrition of themselves and
their families as well as that of
their crops and their live stock?
The products of the farm are for
the use of man. A large part are

[of the Caucasus, inseveral parts of

Isian war, about 470 B. C.

: make |
muscle, blood and bone, and rels- |

It may be that these cases |

of which they have extremely little
definite knowledge. Is it not time
that more.attention should be given
to it?

Altalfa, or Lucern.

The following is extracted from
Farmers’ Bulletin No. 31, of
the U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture. It is thought that many of
our farmers will be interested in
the topic, though we advise all
Michigan farmers to “go slow’’ on
alfalfa. Some may wish to experi-
ment with it on a small scale.

Alfalfa has been grown with
more or less success in every state
and territory in the Union, from
Maine to Washington, and from
California to Florida. There is

not a state from which the report
has not gone out that alfalfa will, |
when properly treated, become one |
of the best fodder plants. It is the |

best hay and soiling crop in the
west. In the south it has been
widely recommended as a very
-aluable addition to the list of for-
age grasses and clovers.
middleand eastern states it promis-
es to become a rival of the better
known and more widely grown red
clover.

In the

HISTORY.

Alfalfa, or lucern, has been cul-
tivated as a forage plant for more
than twenty centuries. It is a na-
tive of the valleys of the central
| district of western Asia, having|
{been found in an apparently wild
| condition in the region to the south

Beloochistan and Afghanistan, and
in Cashmere. It was introduced
into Greece at the time of the Per-
The
Romans often cultivated it as for-
age for the horses of their armies.
It was in especial favor with them
as a forage crop during the frst
and second centuries, and its culti-
vation has been maintained in Italy
down to the present time. From
{ Italy it was introduced into Spain
{and the soutiv i TFrance. It was
carried from Spain into Mexico at
the time of the Spanish Invasion,
and thence to the west coast of
South America. It was brought
from Chile to California in 1554,
and from there it rapidly spread
(over the arid regions of the Pacific
[ Coast and Rocky Mountains, where

{1t is now cultivated almost to the
| exclusion of other forage plants.

Lucern was introduced into the
state of New York at least as early
as 1520, or more than thirty years
hetore it was brought to Califor-
nia; but it has never been so ex-
tensively cultivated there as on the
Pacific Coast.

DESCRIPTION.

Alfalfa, or lucern, is an upright,
branching, smooth vperennial, 1
foot to 3 feet high. Its leaves are
| three-parted, each piece being
' broadest above the middle, round-
ed in outline and slightly toothed
toward the apex. The purple, pea-
like flowers, instead of being in a
head, as in red clover, are in long,
loose clusters, or racemes. These
racemes are scattered all over the

plant, instead of being borne, as |

in red clover, on the upper branch-
eg.  The ripe pods are spirally
twisted through two or three com-
plete curves, and each pod contains
several seeds. The seeds are kid-

ney-shaped, yellowish brown, and |
average about one-twelfth of an|

They |

'inch long by half as thick. :
|are about one-half larger than red
|clover seed, and are of a bright
| ega-yellow, instead of a reddish or
[mustard yellow. The ends of the
| seedsare slightly compressed where
| they are crowded together in the
| Pox &

VARIETIES.

| Besides the cultivated form

| . . | = z A« 19 i m
make complete and well-balanced | there are two others which by some |saturated with water and is al-| Robert Treby.

|are considered as simply forms or
varieties of alfalfa, while others
regard them as distinet species.
They are the intermediate lucern
(Medicago media) and the yellow,
or sand, lucern (Medicago falcata.)
Neither of them has much agricul-
| tural yalue, though the yellow lu-

d in has been prepared.
 there is little danger of this method | conditions there can be no certainty
 of adulteration being largely prac- | of the plant living beyond a vear
ticed here. |or two. ‘ k j
. The western alfalfa grows taller |
'than the eastern lucern, and is said |
‘to withstand drought and freezing| A clean piece of ground should
'better. This is probably because | be selected, and it should be thor-
it has been so long subject to the |oughly plowed and subsoiled. If
'peculiar soil and eclimatic condi- | the farmer has no subsoiling plow,
(tions of the arid regions of Chile, |the best substitute is two turning
| California, and Colorado that it|plows, the one following in the
' has become thoroughly acclimated. | furrow made by the other. The
| Alfalfa in the west very rarely kills | best results from this crop are ob-
jout by winter freezing, although tained after the second year, be-
the temperature in certain regions |cause alfalfa does not reach maturi-
(in which it is largely grown is as |ty until the third or fourth season.
’ l(')“’ in “'int(_xr as in the eastern ﬂnd E IIC‘HCQ tl]e ﬁcld .\'C‘ICCte(l Sll()llld be
' New England States. In this lat- | one that can be kept in alfalfa for
 tersection the plant frequently fails |a number of years. The first cost
to o0 thl'()llf_"h the second season on | of a (lCCp and l}l()l'()ll}_{'h I)I'C]'){U‘{lti()l)
account of the freezing of the roots. | of the soil may seem larce, but it
'must be remembered that the farm-
er expects to take two or more cut-
Alfalfa is a deep feeder. The tings off the land each year for
'taproots descend to great depths from three to thirty years. The

PREPARATION OF THE SOIL.

HABITS OF GROWTH.

| wherever the soil is loose and per-|Primary expense of a thorough
|meable, often averaging 10 or 12 |Preparation is, in a sense, thus
feet. It has heen recorded as send- | Spread over a series of years. Deep
ing its roots to the depth of 50 and | PloWing pays,- because there will
| 66 feet, and it is believed thatunder | D @ greater yield from the land
|especially favorable circumstances | than in the case of the too common
'they may go even deeper. *“The :\‘lmllm\' (:11]11\':111011. After plow-
young plants consists of a number |1ng; the field must be harrowed and
of low branches springing from a |rolled several times, or until the
single basal stalk at the crown of |Seed bed is perfectly smooth and
the root. These branches ascend |mellow.

directly above ground and form a
compact tuft. On the old plant,

ay S, -

To be continued

however, certain of the more ro-
bust stems elongate underground
and become new branch-producing
stocks. In this way the simple
stock, or rhizome, becomes two or
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Overseer—E. W. Davis....Aaron Jones, Lansing
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Treasurer—Mrs, McDowell ... :New York
down to the very base and new | Secret: John Trimble..... Washington, D. C.
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method of growth explains why so

many farmers have reported that, --Cai

Executive Committee,
i Hall, |
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alfalfa is injured or destroyed by
continuous close grazing. The]|
stems of many other forage plants |
when cut or broken branch
out above ground, forming
lateral shoots that immediately
grow up and take the place
of the old stem. If alfalfa is close-
ly grazed, and if every young stem
is eaten off as rapidly asit appears,
the vitality of the root will be im-
paired and the plants may die, be-
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SOILS AND CONDITIONS OF GROWTH. . G

Alfalfa will grow in f:n'nml;lc},,“\“”"\\.‘_”;;;l{‘”i
soil anywhere from about sea level | A. E. Palmer..... .00 000000000 )
to 7,000 feet elevation. The limit |75, Ramsdell..........
of altitude is attained in the foot- |
hills and mountain valleys of Cali- |
fornia and Colorado. ,
not seem to be influenced so much | Giorpe
by altitude as by such conditions | JamesD. S
as the depth and warmth of the|y;
soil, the depth of the ground water
below the snrfa(:c, and the physi- F. H. Osborn..... “'}:I;.v‘:-.:nv'l'{r:;}\;i-li:..(I)-ﬁjx.r:::x:
:al character of the subsoil. It|w.H. Bovee... rth Star, Gratiot
grows best in a light and sandy | Ever, i ool Findhing, Genesoe
rich loam underlaid by a loose and | S. E. Haughey...South Camden. Hillsda
permeable subsoil. The best con- | R. A. Brow

s Onion
County Deputies,

o 1p D. H. Stebbins............Atwood. Antrim
Alfalfa does | L. . <riiei...Allegan, Allegan
«e.....tnland, Benzie
......Dowling, Barry
.... Union City, Branch
.....Buchanan, Berrien

| Earl Dre Jonesville, *
Jrown............Sand Beach, Huron

ditions for the }_"1'0“'“1 of this pl:mt L) \l\{ hhl_'l'll\l’: ......Chandler, Tonia

seem to be attained in the arid re- ;1,-‘\"“}:'"}';{ Hutcl-ix:~ - Hane

gions of the west and southwest, | Robert Bedkis e

« Ae
A . LRape iy ; Geo. L. Carlisle...... Kalkaska, Kalkaska
| where there is a light rainfall, and | 50 2 pre, orth Branch, Lapeer

| N W . Q r o accordinely | Fred Dean.. .. Brighton, Livingston
}thu water :\uppl_\ can (uumln}:l) - righton, Livingston
|be artificially controlled. The | Jacob Rosenstiel, -2\ .. cvher. s
| plant grows best under irrigation. | .oy o Risa, ! o Maanee
3 drainace is scessary, as the | D. R. Van Amberg....Bear Lake, Manistee
Good d ainage is necessary, h' t 36 | D- Yo e L
plants are quickly killed by excess | J.S. Lawson.... i Disco, Macomb
|~ p s ST = »  cnr- | Will G. Parish.. ..Flat Rock. ] r0e
| of water in the soil or on the sur- i & Pansh foinh Soek, N
face. Water must never be al-| W. W Car . -}';“k
- o . o oo ro o o e, Sac anty, ax
lowed to stand on a field of alfalfa Samuel Stauffer.. ooding, Ottawa
| . ok < q | W. F. Taylor Cranston,Oceana
‘more than for t}_\ -eight hin}rn at a | 1\,‘(\\1_‘"“*,“ A \-mm“{,;,‘,i““.“\]\,',p
'3 For 7 y o d becomes | A. W. Canfield weueur....Avoca, St. Clair
tlllle, t()l’ 1 the B s ('\! Wm. B. L:ulml ..Centerville, St. Joseph
- Hir;h Run, Su-:in]nw
| i s > A v = - 1_1S. 0. Coon.. Jast Fremont, Sanilac
} lowed to ICI}):{“I]‘ b(.) for dtlll} (J();]“(tl f{{fi-]vn A. le‘i.~ .L:x\\';t-nco, \iuu\{mrvu
g ) 3 16 DI S | Henry Hurd......... ’lymouth, Wayne
‘01:1‘1)10 len}_rt of tl]l]t, R | John A. MecDougal .. Ypsilanti. Washtenaw
{will be drowned out and the roots| & C. Noru Cadillac, Wexford
will decay. Alfalfa will not thrive
| on fields where there is any excess
of iron in the soil. It feeds most
heavily on lime. potash, magnesi- -+

um, and phosphoric acid, and suc- S shIRTRIRhTR
ceeds best where the soil is rich in

- e ———

directly or indirectly for his food. |cern is sometimes recommended
This food is for the sustenance of | for planting on very licht and
the community at large. People sandy calcareous soils.” It is more
consider carefully the quality and |easily killed by excess of water,

Ann Arbor, Mich.

value of their clothing, their dwell- ' but is said to endure cold better

these elements. Of thesesoil con-
stituents, lime seems to be the most
essential to rapid growth, and
there will not be a large or paying
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““Tis Love that makes the world go round”’

But ‘tis Page Fence that makes things in the

world go round, or go through the gate. (We make
gates also.)

PAGE WOVEN WIRE FENCE €., Adrian, Mich.
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MICHIGAN PATRONS “Buy direct
from Factory” at full wholesaie
Prices and save all Middlemen’s
Profits.

i
s

| PATRONS’ PAINT WORKS have sold Ingersoll Paint to the

Order P. of H. since its organization. House Paints and Cheap
Paints for Barns and Outbuildings, 10,000 Farmers testify to their

v ‘l Ingersoll’s Liquid Rubber Paints
oy

Indestructible Cottage and Barn Paints
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tain any grain of self respect if he permit-
ted the claim to be pushed through the
house of loerds without even mentioning
what he had seen to Algy. He might have
kept silence indeed and let self respect
take its chance if he met the man alone,
but what on earth could he do if he met
him full front while out walking with
Amelia? That was the question. And I

may remark parenthetically that most men |

feel keenly this necessity for preserving

| their self respect before the face of their
| wives, which is a very important ally in-

| deed to the cause of all the virtues.

Kathleen Hesslegrave, a pretty young Eng- |
lish artist, and Arnold Willoughby, a Bohe-
mian amateur, meet casually at the Royal
academy gallery in London. They hold mu-
tual views upon art and upon the stupidity of
the judges who have rejected thewr pictures.
Rufus Mortimer, a rich American idler, joins
them. Heis a friend of the Hesslegraves and |
is surprised to ffnd Kathleen in the company
of Willoughby, whom she knows as a common |
sailor dabbling in art. CHAPTER I1— Kath-
leen lives with her mother in fashionable lodg-
ings. The aristocracy visit there, and one day
at a reception the company discuss the mys-
tery of young Earl Axminster, who has fled
the country disguised a sa sailor. Canon Valen-
tine, the lion of the party, thinks the aristoe-
racy of England is well rid of him. His habits
are too good. II1—Willoughby is the earl. He |
is stranded by the failure ot the picture, re-!
fuses help from Mortimer and goes to sea to |
earn money to continue the study of art. 1V—
Mortimer pursues Kathleen on love’s quest, |
She likes him and with difficulty holds him off. |
V— Mortimer, Willoughby and the Hessle- |
graves meet in Venice. Mrs. Hesslegrave is
alarmed at Kathleen's enthusiasm over the |
sailor painter and his works. VIand VII—
The young artists roam through romantic old |
palaces together. Willoughby a guest at|
Kathleen’s home. The maiden half reveals |
her love for him, and both confess to them- |
selves that they are in love. VIII and IX— |
Mortimer propeses and discovers Kathleen's
passion for Willoughby., X-—Canon Valen- |
tine appears in Venice with the news that the
missing ear] has been traced and has perished |
in the shipwreck. He recognizes Willoughby |
on sight, but promptly denies it. XI—Kath- |
leen admits to her mother that she is cerain |
of the identity of Willoughby with the missing
earl, but will preserve the secret for her lov- |
er's sake. XII—Mrs. Hesselgrave finds the |
secret too good to keep, tells Willoughby that |
Kathleen knows 1t, and &ie leaves her house in |
anger. XIII—Willoughby abandons Venice |
suddenly without giving Kathleen a chance to |
explain. XIV Parliament declares the missing
earl officially dead and settles the inheritance
on a distant relative. Willougby rcsolves not |
to contest it, as he prefers to be taken by the
world at his **Market Value.

CHAPTER XII.
A MOTHER’S DILEMMA.,

Canon Valentine had intended to stop
at Venice. He stopped just two days, and
then, to Kathleen’s secret joy and nosmall
relief, bronchitis seized him. That stern
monitor hurried him off incontinently to

"lorence.

“I'm sorry, Mrs. Hesslegrave,”’ he said.
“I can’t tell you Low sorry., I’d lacked
forward to seeing everything in this |

charming place under your daughter’s
guidance — she’s a capital cicerone, I
must say your daughter. We did so en-
joy going round the Grand canal with her
day before yesterday. It’s so delightful te
see all these beautiful things in company
with an artist! But the damp of the la- |
goons is really too much for my poor old
throat. We're given to throat trouble,
you see. It’s common to my cloth, and as
I went along with Miss Hesslegrave to the |
academy yesterday in an open gondola I
felt the cold air rise up bodily from the ca- |
nal and catch hold of me and throt'le me.
It took me just so by the larynx, like a
hand, and seemed to choke me instantly.
¢t Amelia,’ said I at the time, ‘this chilly |
air has done for me.” And, sure enough, |
I woke in the night with a tickle, tickle, |
tickle in my bronchial tubes, which I know
means mischief. When once that sets in,
there’s nothing for it buttoleave the place
where you are immediately. Change the
air without delay, that’s the one safe rem-
edy. And indeed, to tell you the truth,
Venice is so spoilted, so utterly spoiled,
since the Austrians left it that, except for
you and Miss Hesslegrave, I must confess |
I shan’t be sorry to get out of it. Most in-
sanitary town, I call it—most insanitary
in every way.”’

Kathleen could hardly even pretend to
regret their departure. During the last
two days she had lived in instant dread |
that the canon would somehow knock up |
against. Arnold Willoughby. And if the
truth must be told it was the very same
dread on the canon’s part, not bronchitis
alone, that was driving him to Florence.
For as they stood on the balcony of the
doges’ palace the day before, looking out |
upon the Riva and the busy quays and the |
panorama of the harbor, Canon Valentine
beheld a man’s back in the distance, round-
ing the corner by Danieli’s, and he said to
himself with a shudder, ‘‘Axminster’s
back or the devil’'s!”” Being an old fash- |
joned clergyman, the canon, you will per-
ceive, was not afraid of a very mild un-
parliamentary expression. And the more
convinced he became that the mysterious
person thus flitting about Venice was real- |
ly Lord Axminster the more desirous did
he grow to avoid the misfortune of actual-
1y meeting him, for if they met face to
face and caught one another’s eyes the |
canon hardly knew how for very shame he |
could let Algy go on with his claim of
right without jinforming him—which he
was loath to do—that his cousin Bertie |
had never been drowned at all, but had
been sighted in the flesh and in sailor cos- |
tume in the city of Venice.

There are compromises we all make now
and again with our consciences, and there |
are points where we feel the attempt at
compromise becomes practically impossi-
ble. Now, the canon was quite willing to
give Algy and his wife the benefit of the
doubt as long as he felt only just morally |
certain that the person in the street with |
the trick of twisting his back hair was the
last Lord Axminster. Butif they met face |
to face and he recognized his man without |
doubt, as he felt sure he must do when |
they came to close quarters, then the can- |
on felt in his heart he could no longer re-

| manner.

| ter of gracinusy

| gone—couldn’t stand the climate
| gave them sore throats—and Kathleen’s

S0 on the third morning of his stay the
canon left Venice. Kathleen breathed
freer as soon as he was gone.
that gnawing anxiety was much lightened
upon her.

That very same day, as it chanced, Ar-
nold Willoughby, reflecting to himself in
his own room, made his mind up suddenly

to step round in the afternoon and have a |

word or two with Kathleen. Ever since

that morning when they picnicked at the

Lido he had been debating with himself
whether or not he should ask that beauti-
ful soul to marry him, and now his mind
was made up. He could resist no longer.
He had decided that very day to break the
ice and ask her. He was quite sure she
liked him—Iliked him very, very much.
That she showed unequivocally, and he
had waited so long only because he could

| mot muster up courage to spvnk to her.

Would it be right of him, he asked him-
self, to expect that any woman should
share such fortunes as his would hence-
forth be? Was he justified in begging any
woman to wait till an obscure young
painter could earn money enough to keep

her in the comfort and luxury to which |

she had been accustomed?

He put that question to himself serious- |

ly, and he answered it in the affirmative.
If he had really been always the Arnold
Willoughby he had now made himself by
his own act, he need never have doubted.
Any young man just starting in life would
have thought himself justified in asking
the girl he loved best in the world to wait
for him till he was in a position to marry
her. Why should he not do what any oth-
er man might do lawfully? He had cast
the past behind him. He was a painter
sailor now, but why need he hesitate on
that account to ask the girl whose love he
believed he had won on his own merits if
she would wait till he could marry her?

{ Arnold Willonghby would have done it,

snd he was Arnold Willoughby.
So about 3 o’clock he went round, some-

{ what tremulous, in the direction of the Pi-

azza. He hadn’t seen Kathleen for a day
or two. She had told bim friends would

| be visiting them without mentioning their
{ name, and she had given herself a holiday
| while the friends were with her from her |
| accustomed work on the Fondamenta delle |

Zattere.

When he got to thedoor, Francesca, who |

opened it, told him with a sunnv disnlay

| of two rows of white teeth that the signo- |
| rina was out, but the signora was at home, |

if he would care to see her.

Much disappointed, Arnold went up, |

anxious to learn whether any chance still
remained that later in the afternoon he
might have a word or two with Kathleen.
To his immense surprise, the moment he
entered Mrs. Hesslegrave rose from her
seat with obvious warmth and held out
her hand to greet him in her most gracious
Arnold had noticed by this time
the seven distinect gradations of cordiality

| with which Mrs. Hesslegrave was accus- |

tomed to receive her various guests in ac-

| cordance with their respective and relative
positions in the table of precedence as |
This afternoon, |

by authority established.
therefore, he couldn’t help observing her
manner was that with which she was wont
to welcome peers of the realm and foreign
embassadors. To say the truth, Mrs. Hes-

| slegrave considerably overdid it in the mat- |
There was an inartistic |
| abruptness in her sudden change of front, |

a practical inconsistency in her view of his |

status which couldn’t fail to strike him.
The instant way in which Mrs. Hessle-
grave, who had hitherto taken li<tle pains
to conceal her dislike and distrust of the

" dreadful sailorman, fluny bevself visibly at |

kis head made Arnold al euce suspect some
radical revoluticn must have taken place
meanwhile in her views as to his position.

“Why, Mr.Willoughby,”” she cried, hold-
ing his hand in her own much longer than

was strictly necessary for the purpose of |

shaking it, ‘“what a stranger you are, to
be sure! You never come near us now.
It’s really quite unfriendly of you. Kath-
leen was sayt g this morning we must
write round t. your chambers and ask you
to dine with us. And she hasn’t seen you
for the last day or two on the Xattere ei-
ther! Poor child, she’s been so occupied!
We’ve had some friends here who’ve been
taking up all our time. Kitty’s been out

| in a gondola all day long with them. How-
| ever, that’s all over, and she hopes to get

to work again on the quay tomorrow—she’s
80 anxious to go on with her spire and ca-
nal. Wrapped upin her art, dear girl. You
know it’s all shelives for. However, she’ll
be back at it, I'm glad to say, at the old
place in the morning. Our friends are just
said it

gone off to say goodby to them at the sta-

| tion.””

““That’s fortunate,’” Arnold answered a
little stiffly, feeling somehow a dim con-
sciousness that against his will he was once
more a lord and lapsing for the moment
into his bad habit of society small talk,

| **for the lights on the canal have been

lovely the last three days, and I've regret-
ted so much Miss Hesslegrave should have
missed them.”’

¢ Not more than she has, I’'m sure,”’ Mrs.
Hesslegrave went on quite archly, with her

The load of |

| blandest smile—*‘}Mother’s society smirk,”
| as that irreverent boy Reggie was wont to
| term it. I don’t know why, I'm sure,
| Mr. Willoughby, but Kathleen has enjoy-
| ed her painting on the quay this winter
| and spring a great deal more than she ever
| before enjoyed it. It’s been a perfect treat
| to her. She says she can’t bear to be away
for cne day from the dear old San Trova-
so. She just loves her work, and I assure
you she seemed almost sentimentally sad
because these friends who've been stop-
ping with us kept her away so long from
her beloved picture and from her fellow
artists,”” Mrs. Hesslegrave added after a
pause in some little trepidation, uncertain
whether that last phrase might not go just
one step too far in the right direction.
Arnold Willoughty eyed her closely.
All his dearest suspicions were being fast
aroused. He began to tremble in his heart

This suddern change of front from her atti- .

tude of sullen nonrecognition to one of ar-
dent sycophancy roused all his bitterest
and most cynical feelings. Was this day
dream, then, doomed to fade as his earlier
one had faded? Was Kathleen, the sweet
Kathleen he had invested to himself in his
fervid fancy with all the innocent virtues,
to crush his heart a second time as Lady
Sark had once crushed it? Was she, too,

| & self seeker? Did she know who he was

lest somebody had managed to pierce the |

fully and so long surrounded himself.

¢Will Miss Hesslegrave be back by and
by?”’ he asked in a coldly official tone.
¢Because if she will I should like to stop
and see her.”

Mrs. Hesslegrave jumped at the chance
with unwise avidity. This was the very
first time, in fact, that Arnold Willough-

close disguise with which he had so care- |
{ what would be a good fresh subject to start

and what title he bore? Was she allowing
him to make love to her for his money—
such as it was—and his earldom?

With a sudden resolve he determined to
put the question to the proof forthwith.

know she could never control her face or
her emotions. Whatever passed within
that quick countenance betrayed to the
most casual observer. So at a pause in
the conversation, when Mrs. Hesslegrave
was just engaged in wondering to herself

next with an earl in disguise whom you
desired to captivate, Arnold turned round
to her sharply and asked, with a rapid
sweep, which fairly took her off her guard:

‘‘Have you seen the English papers? Do
you know what’s being done in this Ax-

| minster peerage case?’’

by bad ever asked to see her daughter in |
| committed him to nothing, for the subject

so many words. She scented a proposal.

¢“Oh, yes,” she answered, acquiescent,
with obvious eagerness, though she plumed
herself inwardly as she spoke upon her
own bland ingenuity, ‘‘Kathleen will be

back by and by from the station and will |

be delighted to see you. I know there’s

some point in that last year’s pictureshe’s |
touching up that she said she wanted to |

consult you about if possible. Ishall have

to go out myself at 4 unfortunately—I am |

engaged to an at home at dear Lady Dev-
onport’s, but I dare say Kathleen can give
| you a cup of tea here, and no doubt you
and she can make yourselves happy to-
gether,”’

| haven't seen

She beamed as she said it. The appoint- |

ment with Lady Devonport was a myth, |
to be sure, but Mrs. Hesslegrave thought |

it would be wise, under the circumstances,
to leave the young people alone with one
another.
grew deeper and deeper.

Mrs. Hessle-

grave was one of those transparent people |
whose little deceptions are painfuily ob- |

vious. He could see at half a glance some-

thing must have occurred which gave her |

all at once a much more favorable view

Arnold Willoughby’s suspicions |

It was a bold stroke of policy, but it

was a common, one and it was justified by
the result. Mrs. Hesslegrave, full herself
of this very theme, looked up at him in
astonishment, hardly knowing how to take
it. She gave a little start and trembled
quite visibly. In her perplexity, indeed,
she clapped her hand to her mouth as one
will often do when the last subject on earth
one expected to hear broached is suddenly
sprung upon one. The movement was un-
mistakable. So was the frightened and
hesitating way in which Mrs. Hesslegrave
responded as quickly as she could:

‘“Oh, yes—that is to say, no—well, we
much about it, but—the
young man’s dead, of course—or do you
think he’s living—I mean—well, really
it’s so ditlicult, don’t you know, in such a
perplexing case to make one’s mind up
about it.”’

She drew out her handkerchief and wiped
her forehead in her confusion. She would
have given £10 that moment to have Kath-
leen by her side to prompt and instruct

| her. Arnold Willoughby preserved a face

of him. He measured her doubtfully with |
his eye. Mrs. Hesslegrave in return show- |

ered her sweetest smile upon him. She
was all ohse

about Kathleen. She was such a good girl!
Few mothers had a comfort like that in
their daughters. The only thing Mrs. Hes-

3 ««q, Then she began |
to talk with ostentatious uotuerly pride |

of sphinxlike indifference. How dreadful
that he should have broached to her that
difficult and dangerous subject! What
would Kathleen wish her to do? Ought
she to pretend to ignore it all, or did he
mean her to recognize him?

‘‘Is he dead or living: Whkich do you
think?”’ Arnold asked again, gazing hard

| at her.

slegrave couldn’t bear was the distressing |

thought that sooner or later Kathleen must | 3 : X
i only desire, after all, is the perfectly natu-

some day leave her. That would be a trial.
But there, no mother can expect to keep

be selfish, wouldn’t it? And Kathleen

her daughter always by herside. It would |

was adapted to make a good man so su- |

premely happy. And then Mrs. Hessle-
grave, leaning forward in her chair, grew
almost confidential,
noticed that Mr. Mortimer, the rich young
American, thought so much of Kathleen?
Well, he certainly did. He guite haunted
the house, though Mrs. Hesslegrave believ-
ed in her heart of hearts Kathleen didn’t
really care one bit for him. And she was
a girl of such high principle—such very
high principle! Unless she truly loved a

Had Mr. Willoughby |

man—was fascinated, absorbed in him— | o g
tears rising fast in her poor puzzled eyes.

she never would marry him, though he
were ag rich as Craesus. Kathleen meant
to come back by the Zattere, she believed,
and she knaw Mr Mortimer would be wait-
Ing there to see her. He always hung
about and waited to see her everywhere,
but Kathleen was such a romantie, poet-
ical minded girl! She would rather take
the man of her choice, Mrs. Hesslegrave
believed, with an impressive nod of the
coffee colored Honiton headdress, than

marry the heir to all the estates in England

if he didn’t happen to please her fancy.
As she maundered on, floundering fur-
ther into the mire each moment, Arnold
Willougkby's conviction that something
had gone wrong grew deeper and deeper
with every sentence. He shuffled uneasily
| on his chair. For the first time since he

| had practically ceased to be an earl he !

saw a British mamma quite obviously
paying court to him

feel so awkward and uncomfortable. It
reminded him of the days when adulation

his sense of maternal dignity.

and be rid of it. Yet all this strange dan-
gling of inartistically wrought flies before

to him.
daughters and always in the same pre-

earl and a catch in

She, poor soul, went on with bland self
satisfaction, convinced in her own soul she
was making the running for Kathleen in
the mast masterly fashion and utterly un-
aware of the disgust she was rousing in
Arnold Willoughby’s distracted bosom.
At last Arnold’s suspicions could no

did her patient become that she had some-

was trying all she knew to capture him
for Kathlee-, and trying most inaptly.

He would have liked |
to go indeed; this gueer talk made him |

was his bane. More still, it jarred against |
3ut he |
couldn’t go somehow. Now the doubt was |
once aroused, he must wait at least till |
Kathleen returned, that he might see her |

the victim’s eye was disagreeably familiar |
He had heard a round dozen of |
Mayfield mammas talk so to him of their |

tended confidential strain when he was an |
London society, |
though ke confessed to himself with a |
shudder that he had never yet heard any- |
body do it quite so fatuously, transparent- |
ly and woodenly as Kathleen's mother. |

longer be concealed. The deeper Mrs. Hes- |
sleggava probed the more firmly convinced. | SWe€
| visibly colder each wmoment.

how surprised his most inmost secret and |

Mrs. Hesslegrave quailed. It was a try-
ing moment. People oughtn’t to lay such
traps for poor innocent old women, whose

ral one to see their daughters well and
creditably marvied. She looked back at
her questioner with a very frightened air.

“Well, of course you know,”’ she faltered
out, with a glimmering perception of the
fact that she was irrevocably committing
herself to a dangerous position, *‘if it
comes to that, you must know better than
any one.”’

“Why s0?” Arnold Willoughby persist-
ed. He wasn’t going to say a word either
way to compromise his own incogaito, but
he was determined to find out just exactly
how much Mrs. Hesslegrave knew about
the matter of his identity.

Mrs. Hesslegrave gazed up at him with

¢*Oh, what shall I do?"”’ shecried, wring-
ing her hands in her misery and perplexi-
ty. ‘“How cruel you are to try me so!
What ought I to answer? I'm afraid
Kathleen will be so dreadfully angry with
me!’”’

“Why angry?”’ Arnold Willoughby ask-
ed once more, his heart growing like a stone
within him as he spoke. Then the worst
was true. This was a deliberate conspir-
acy.

“Because,”’ Mrs. Hesslegrave blurted
out, ‘‘Kathleen told me I wasn’t on any
account to mention a word of all this to
you or to anybody. She told me that was
imperative. She said it would spoil all—
those were her very words. She said it

¢ You may say goodby for me to Miss

Hesslegrave.”
would spoil all. and she begged me not to
mention it. And now I'm afraid I have
spoiled all. Oh, Mr. Willoughby—Lord
Axminster, I mean—for heaven’s sake
don’t be angry with me! Don’t say I've
spoiled all! Don’t say so! Don’t reproach
me with it!”’

““That you certainly have,’’ Arnold an-
swered, with disdain, growing colder and
“You’ve
spoiled more than you know—two lives
that might otherwise perhaps have been
happy. And ver—it’s best so. Better wake

¢ yet passed.

He knew Mrs. Hesslegrave well enough to | Fetrieve her failure.
told me.

up to it now than wake up to it afterward.
Miss Hesslegrave has been less wise and
circumspect in this matter, though, than
in the rest of her conduct. She took me
in completely. And if she hadn’t been
so ill advised as to confide her conclusions
and suspicions to you, why, she might very
likely have taken me in forever. As it is,
this eclaireissement has come in good time.
No harm has yet been done. No word has
An hour or two later the re-
sult, I dare say, might have been far more
serious.”’

¢She didn’t tell me,”” Mrs. Hesslegrave

| burst out, anxious now the worst had come

to make things easier for Kathleen and to
‘It wasn't she who
I found it out for myself—that
is, through somebody else’’ ——

“Found out what:"" Arnold asked cold-
ly, fixing his eye upon hers with a stony
glare.

Mrs. Hesslegrave looked away from him
in abject terror. That glance of his froze
her.

“Why, found out that you were Lord

| Axminster,”’ she answered,with one burst,

not knowing what to make of him. ‘She
knew it all along, you know, but she never
told me or betrayed your secret. She nev-
er even mentioned it to me, her mother.
She kept it quite faithfully. She was ever
so wise about it. I couldu’t imagine why
she—well, took so much notice of a man I

supposed to be nothing but a common sail-
or, and it was only yesterday or the day
before I discovered by accident she had
known it all alow,z and had recognized the
born gentleman under all disguises.”

Mrs. Hesslegrave thought that last was
a trump card to play on Kathleen’s behalf.
But Arnold Willoughby arose.

“Well, you may tell Miss Hesslegrave,”’
he said stiffly, ‘‘that if she thought she
was going to marry an English earl and
live like a countess she was very much
mistaken. That was wholly an error. The
man who loved her till 10 minutes ago—
the man she seemed to love—the man who,
thinking she loved him, came here to ask
for her hand this afternoon and whom she
would no doubt have accepted under that
painful misapprehension—is and means to
remain a common sailor. She has made a
mistake, that’s all. She has miscaleulated
her chances. It's fortunate, on the whole,
that mistake and miscalculation have
gone onfurther. If I had married her un-
der the misapprehension which scems to
have occurred, she might have had in the
end a very bitter awakening. Such a mis-
fortune has been averted by your lucky in-
discretion. You may say goodby for me
to Miss Hesslegrave when she returns, It
is not my intentior
longer in Venice.”’

“But you'll stop and see Kathleen?”’
Mrs. Hesslegrave exclaimed, awestruck.

““No, thank yon,’” Arnold answered, tak-
ing his hat in his hand. ‘“What you tell
me is quite enough. It is my earnest wish
after the error that has occurred never as
long as I live to set eyes on her again. You
may give her that message. You have in-
deed spoiled all. It is she herself who said
it!1”’

Sailor Crocket at Seventy-two.
From the Journal, Detroit, Mich.

AU38 West Montcalm street, Detroit,
M:ch., lives Mr.J. Crocket, a weather-
beaten sailor of seventy two years,
now retired from actiye life, but still
in good health and remarkably act-
ive and interesting. He tells the fol-
lowing story of his iife:

“For fifteen years [ was engineer on
the ‘City of Detror’,” one of the Detroit
and Cleveland Steam Navigation Co’s
steamers, I suppose it was the work,
exposure and mental strain that finally
began to tell on me. 1 broke down
completely. 1 had to give up my posi-
tion and became as helpless as a child.
I doctored for years, but the physi-
cians could do nothing for me. One
doctor told me plainly that it was no
use giving me medicine,

“) could not keep warm. My blood
seemed to be exhausted. Wrapped in
eider-down blankets, with hot water
bags at my feet, ahd covered to my
chin in bed, I still was cold. Symp-
toms of paralysis began to show very
strongly, and nothing could keep me
awake.

“I could not walk without some one
to lean on, ]l was so weak. One day
a lady called, and in the conversation
told me about Dr, Williams’ Pink Pills.
1 did not think much about it. for I
was completely discouraged. How-
ever, I gave her the money for a box
and asked her to get them.

“] attribute my wonderful recovery
to the use of them. [ began toim-
prove at once, [ was able to get up,
the blood began to circulate through
my body, my appetite returned, and I
was a new man, [ feel better than [
have for years, I eat and sleep, and
yesterday I built a fence, which is
pretty good for a man of my age. I
can not give too much praise to this
remedy. It hassaved my life without
question, and [ want to commend it
every one.”

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale
People contain all the elements neces-
sary to give new life and richness to
the blood and restore shattered nerves.
‘I'hey are an unfailing specific for such
diseases as locomotor ataxia, partial
paralysis, St. Vitus’ dance, sciatica,
neuralgia, rheumatism, nervous head-
ache, the after effects of la grippe,
palpitation of the heart, pale and sal-
low complexions, and all forms of
weakness either in male or female.
They may be had of all druggists, or
direct from the Dr. Williams’ Medica
Company, Schenectady, N. Y., for 50c
per box, or six boxes for $2.50,
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THE GRANGE VISITOR.

Netices of Meetings. |

The February meeting of Hillsdale |
Pomona will be held at South Jefferson |
Grange hall. Welcome address, Broth- |
er Watkins; recitation, Clio Philhips; |
baper, A. L. Davis; recitation, Cynthia |
Cox; recitation, Burton Slack; paper, |
“Breeds and Feeding of Swine,” by |
J)o{m_ Bowditqh; selection, Mrs. M. E.
l‘hllllps; musie, by South Jefferson
Grange choir. i

MRs. H. A. HUNKkR.

CLINTON POMONA,

Clinton county Pomona Grange will |
meet with Bengal Grange, Wednesday, |
Jabuary 29, 1896, Grange called to or.
der at 10a. m., in usual form in fourth |
degree. Roll call of officers and report |
of Subordinate Grauges until dinner., |
Grange again cailed at 1:30 p. m. Song |
by Bengal Grange; roll call of Pomona |
members; response by quotation or|
scripture text; welcome address, Broth- |
er R. M. Winston, County Commission
er of schools; response, .J. C. Bronson: |
installation of Pomona officers; song
by Bengal Grange.

Balance of program given by
gal Grange.

All fourth degree members iuvitvd.!
G:ange called in fifth degree at tne |
clcse of afternoon session. [

MRgs. C. L. PEARCE, Lecturer.

Ben- |

ALLEGAN POMONA.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

The Allegan county Pomona Grange |
will hold its next session at Wayland l
on January 23, 1896, commencing at |
10 a. m. Program: Singing by Rural |
Grange choir; address of welcome, Mrs.
E. N. Smith; response by Mrs. J. Leg-
gett, of Hopkins; a paper by Mr. Cong-
don, of Bradley: ‘‘What changes are
needed in our monetary system,” Hon.
E. N. Bates; paper, Mrs. N. A. Moore,
of Monterey; “Is the present demand
for Laste in education a necessity?”
Frark Chamberlain; * What is our duty
as American citizens ?”’ by T.G. Adams
of Shelbyville, **What is the best way
to premote temperance in our eounty ¥
Mrs. Eley of Aliegan; recitations by
Mrs. A. Bragg and Mrs. Mattie Slade.
The 5th degree will be conferred in the
evening. The annual election of offi-
cers occurs at this meeting. Reports
of cfficers and of Suburdinate Granges.

Grange News.

W. S. Fuller of Grattan Grange
passed away January 6. He was one
of our oldest members and one who
loved the Grange for its principles and
always had a good word for it.

The following oilicers were elected
at the regular meeting of DeWitt
Grange Saturday evening, December
25, 1895: . Master, denrv N. Webb;|
Lecturer, Mrs. C, L. Pearce; Secretary,
Jerome Dills.

Grattan Grange No. 170, met in reg-
ular session, January 2, for installing
officers. This year we are trying a new |
pian, for us, We have a woman Mas- |
ter, Mrs. Clary Slayton, Stanton, Half |
of the cflicers are ladies. That looks
like equal rights. C. M. Slayton is our
Secretary. We hope our Grange wiii |
take a new life with the new oflicers.

| ey.

Agricultural Chemistry.
Chemistry as the handmaiden of agri-
eulture has achieved a wonderful suc-
cess. Fertilizing the fields has not only
become a well understood business, but
is an exact science. There are methods

of recovering waste products and utiliz- |
is |
known what is required to produce the |

ing heretofore useless matter. It
best potatoes and other crops, each one
having supplied to it the chemical ne-
cessities of its existence. Land, sca and
the elements are taxed to furnish the

| coustituents necessary to the best growth
j of vegetation.

It would have been a
surprise to our ancestors had they been

{ told that there are common plants which

derive a very small portion of their sub-
sistence from the soil, but are fed from
the air and water; therefore, to under-
stand the theories of drainage, rainfall,
evaporation and absorption are matters
of the utmost moment. Tonothing does
agriculture owe such a debt as to sci-
ence, for by its means the waste places
of the earth can be made productive, and
by the introduction of new chemical ele-
ments malarial and unwholesome soils
are made fertile and transformed into
healthy and agreeable dwelling places.
—New York Ledger.
Gatherings of Fowls Designated.
The following is scmewhat technical,

| but may be of interest to others besides

sportsmen. ‘‘Double Barrel’’ writes:
““In your usually accurate columns I no-

| tice that you fall into the common mis-

take of speaking of a ‘covey’ of pheas-

ants. I know that many other people do |

the same thing. The term is wrong as
applied to such game. It may be inter-
esting to your readers to know what are
the proper names to apply to assem-

| blages of birds, and I therefore send you
! a short list of them: |
tridges; anye, nide, or nest of pheasants;

A covey of par-

a herd of swans; an exalting of larks; a
watching of nightingales; a team of
ducks; a muster of peacocks; a bevy of
quails; a flight of doves; a flock or gag-
gle of geese; a spring of teals; a fall of
woodcocks; a pack of grouse; a sedge of
herons; a shoal of rocks; a trip of
widgeon; a wisp or walk of snipe.

There are many others, but these are the | B

principal. "’—Exchange.
One Way of Obtaining Payment.

“I'll see about it,”’ he said, as he
handed the bill to the collector.

“It’s only £5 and”’—

“‘I’1l see about it, I told you.”’

‘““And we need money. It would be a
great favor.”’

‘‘Didn’t I say I would call?”’

““Yes, but when?”’

““Look here,”” said the debtor, as he |

rose up. ‘‘Do you mean to insult me?”’
““No, sir. I mean to go down to the

newspaper offices and get them to put

in a notice that you will soon depart for

India. Good day, sir.”’

‘“‘Here, come back. Here's your mon-
Do you suppose I want 500 collec-

tors making a rush on my office? Please

receipt the bill. Sorry I kept your folks |

waiting for it.’’—London Globe.

The Vzryv.
One of the Russian torpedo boats has
the above consonanial name. To pro-

nounce it you inhale red pepper and |
| stand on your head.-—American Engi- |

| neer.

Fraternity Grange No. 52, installed ;
officers January 14th. The dinner was |
a success, for Fraternity profits by the |
teaching of the ritual that itis good |
for a man to eat and drink and erjoy |
good in his labor. Good feeling pre- |
vailed. I

January 28 is application day. The |
question for discussion is “Ought there |
to be a more vital connection between |
the rural schools of the state and the|
Agriculiural College? The outlook is|
good for the future. [

MRgs. EMMA A. CAMPBELL. ’

Ronald Grange No. 192, held a pub-
lic iustallation of cofficers Saturday p. |
m, January 4. Brother J. J. Wood- |
nmaun, Secretary of the executive com-
mittee of the National Grange, offici-
ated as installing officer, after which
Brother Woodman gave us a most ex-
cellent talk, briefly outlining what the
state and national Granges had done
and were trying to do. He also
summed up the condition of the farm-
ers today, giving as his opinion that
our only relief was by organizing
against monopoly. His talk was much
enjoyed by those present, there being
a good attendance from neighboring
Granges. :

Brother Woodman met with us
again 1n the evening and by request of
W. M. Chas. Harter, he exemplified the
unwritten work of the Grange. He then
gave the new officers and members of
the Grange some good advice to act
upon the ensuing year. Our Grange is
in a very prosperous condition and may
the new officers put their shoulders to
the wheel and not let the Grange wagon
get stuck in the mud. SEC’Y.

Father—‘“What do you mean,
sir, by hugging my daughter?’
Jack i‘ord——“l was merely obev-
ing the biblical injunction to ‘hold
fast that which is good.’”— Har-

lem Life.

She—The man I marry must be
“only a little lower than the
angels.” He (suddenly flopping)—
Here I am on my knees a little
lower than one of them. He got

her.—New York Weekly.

e

Railroad Kidney—How to Avoid It.

Railroad Kindey is one of the latest addi- |

tions to the list of special diseases, and it is
said that to be wholly due to the dust and
grime that fil 8 into the system through the
pores of the and which, under continu-
ous railway tr:

cate. To any 1a tend
trouble, railroad travel for a week is
most dangerous. There is no such danger in
traveling on the Lehigh Valley Raiiroad. ow-
ing to the solid stone ballast throughout and
the use of anthracite coal only, entirely doing

said to be

! away with dust and grime,

Jonah’s Gourd Grew Fast.

In one night twenty feet long! That
was a miracle! Jut Salzer’s Sand
Vetch, the coming hay piaunt, grew 10
inches 1n seven days on fine, dry soil,
without & drop of moisture. That’s
something for drouth tried soil: so is

| Giant Spurry, Teosinte and lots of

things you’ll find in our catalouge.

IF You WiLL Cutr Tuis Our AND
SEND it with 10c. postage to.the .J ohn
A. Salzer Seed Co., LaCrosse, Wiscon-
sin, you will receive their mammoth
catalogue and ten packages grasses
and grains, including Sand Veteh,
free.

The Horticulturists Rule‘ Book.

In 1889 there was published an edi-
tion of tne book with the above title,
the editor being Prof. L. H. Bailey of
Cornell University. A second edition
was published in 1892, and recently a
third edition, revised and extended,
has been published by MeMillan & Co.,
New York, and sells “for 75 cents. It
1s worth a great deal more than that to
évery man who grows fruit, whether
he has had wide experience or, not
Perhaps a number of our readers are
acquainted with the book; if not, we
will briefly outline the most important
parts of the conteunts. There is an al-
phabetical list of insecticides, which
gives for each remedy its value as an
Insectieide, and how to use it. This is
given in a very brief way, but is very
clear and plain. In another chapter,
following the same method, is given
the various injurious insects and plant
disease, catalogued in such a way that
any disease or in%ect can easily be
found. Then there are directions for
making waxes for draughting, for
keeping up lands, for making cements,
mortars, paints and glues, seed tables
and planting tables, besides namerous

t is impossible to eradi- |
1 sto kidney |

! other chapters devoted to information
| that is worth while having at your
] hand. To those who do not know this
l book, and do not possess it, we would
|like to say that this book is of great
| value to any fruit grower.

A Very Desirable Calendar.

Calendars of all kinds and sizes her-
{ ald the coming year. Many are to be
ihad for the asking—many without
| asking—but to them as to other things
| the rule might be applied that what
{costs nothing is worth absout what it
|costs. The calendar we always wel-
[come has justreached us. We refer to
| the one published by N.
Son, Newspaper Advertising Agents,
{ Philadelphia. This issue seems if pos-
|sible Dbetter than itg predecessors.

l

|

|
|

 Tomatoes, Melons, Cabbage,

W. Ayer &|

| Handsome enough for a library, and |

| yet carefully adapted for every-day
use, 1t is naturally a great favorite.
The firm’s well-known motto, “Keep-

ing everlastingly at 1t brings success,” |

|

appears this year in a new and very at |

| tractive form. The daily presence of

this inspiring motto is worth far more |
than the price of any ecalendar The | i
and clear that | are

| date figures are so large
they can easily be seen across the |
room. The reading matter on the |
flaps will aiso possess interest to the
progressive. Those who have used this |
| ea lendar in other years will not be sur |
prised to learn that the demand for it
| is constantly increasing. Once intre- |
duced it becomes a welcome friend. 1ts |
| price(25 cents,) includes delivery, in |
| perfect condition, postage paid, to any |
address.

Special Offer

| Send us fifty cents and w
| at once, a beautiful, genuir
fan retails in the large stor 30 cents each.
Itis of fine parchment and hi ly decorated.
| We have often obtained a special price upon
this fan, and fully warrant it as being the best
| we have ever offered. To every purchaser of this
| fan we offer

will forward to yon
anese fan. This

FREE

| the American Home Journal for one yvear. This
is a monthly paper and contains bright, fresh,
and entertaining news. The regular subserip-
tion price for this paper is 50 cents for one year.
| We do not care so much about your money* or
| about selling the fan, as we do to introduce to
| you the beautiful, illustrated American Home
| Journal. R. D. LEe Pub. Co.,

i Lynn, Mass.

OU KEEP SHEEP?
Read the AMERICAN SHEEP
BREEDER. Establisned 11 years.
Thirty-six pages, devoted to
Sheep, Mutton and Wool. Ed-
ited by highest authorities.
Elegantlyillustrated. Veterin.
ary Dep’t worth ten times sub-
scription price. Send stamp for
sample copy and terms to new
this paper. subscribers.
AMERICAN SHEEP BREEDER,
(W. W. Burch, Mgr.) Chicago, I11,

FOR SALE

At reasonable prices. a choioe selection of
April and May I’u}:mtl China pigs. Can furnish
pairs. Pedigree with sale. O. P. (. Cor-
respondence solicited and communications
promptly answered.

OHN BOWDITCH,
~ @Aillsdale, Mich.

Mention VisiTor.

regarding the
FOR pricestnf tl}w tl'n»
mousfruit lands,
PARTICULARS general farms,
| and city property, write toE. H. ALLYN,
Real Estate Agency, Friederick Block,
Traverse City, Mich.

Atlantic ~ Monthly

FOR 1896

in its place will appear several short
stories running through three or more
1ssues, as well as single-number stories
by Henry James, Miss Jewett, Mrs.
Wiggin. Mrs. Graham, and others.

Important Features of 1896 will
be:

papers on the mostimportant race con-
tributions to American Characteristics
—the German, the Irish, the Scandina-
vian, etc.—contributing to an analysis
of American national life. and 1ts ten-
dency. Several important papers on
American Cities, showing to what ex-
tent we are developing a beauntiful and
well-o:dered urban life, and the ten-
dencies ot urban developement.

Important Political Studies in which
the issues, and some of the personal-
ities, of the approaching presidential
campaign will be discussed from an in-
dependent point of view.

Papers which shall show the best
| work done in every grade of education
in the Practical Teaching of English,
tbe object of this series being an effort
to formulate a programme for the bet-
ter teaching of the mother tongue.

The Status Teaching as a Profession
will be treated in a practical article or
two based on an original and fresh in-
vestigation of the payment and stand-
g of the profession in different parts
of the country. Suggestions will be
made by acknowledged authorities as
to what may be done to eleyate the
profession and to give our school sys-
tem a further aud better development.

Interesting contributions to Socio-
logical study will include two papers
by Mr. J. M. Ludlow, one on Trade
Unions, and one on The Christian
Socialist Movement of the Middle of
the Century. Mrs. Lille B, Chase Wy-
man will furnish some studies of (iirls
in a Valley.

Write for particulars of our Special
Offer of Tennyson’s Poetical Works.

On all paid up subscriptions received before
December 20th, we will mail the November and
December issues without charge. 35 cents a
cogy. $4.00 a year. 2

ostal notes and money are at the risk of the
sender, and therefore remittances should be

mat}e by money order, draft, or registered let-
ter to

HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.

Will contain no long serial story, but|

4 Park St., Boston, Mass.

WONDERFUL PROGRESS *(#)
In one hour by the use of cur
LETTERED FINGER-BOARD asd SIMPLI-
FIED INSTRUCTUR. Latest Musical faventioa,
which can oaly be had with the

"PREMIUM" &
t.oo] GUITARS, Moo

MANDOLINS, |-t

BANJOS, all abput

VIOLINS.

FINEST ON ERARTH.

| Soid Direct &7 Shront,

The Uniied Siates §

CINCINNATL. O.

V0

HARNESS!

Our stock of Leather that we bought before
1e advance will iusted and then we
ave to advance our prices about 25 per
Any person in need of HAND MADE
NESS can save money by purchasing at

otatoes,

Turnips, Lettuce, Peas, Beets,
Onions, and all Vegetables, re-
move large quantities of Potash
from the soil. Supply

Potash

in liberal quantities by the use
of fertilizers containing not
less than 109 actual Pot-
ash. Better and more profit-
able yields are sure to follow.

3 .\l “'.ur:l to the Wisc Should be SufHcient
“** HAND MADE HARNESS CO.

Stanton, Mich.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

213
ly helpf
the asking, *
GERMAN KALI WORKS,

3 N

23 Nassau St., New York,

Is a book containing illustrations, prices ana
descriptions of 30,000 articles in common use,
a book that will show you at a glance if you

| are paying too much for the goods you are

now buying,
WORTH ANYTHING TO YOU?

Is it worth the 15 CENTS in stamps re-
quired to pay postage or express charges on a
copy?

THE BUYERS GUIDE AND CATALOGUEr (issued
every March and September) is the book we
are talking about; you are not safe without a
copy of the latest edition in the house.

MONTGOMERY WHRD & CO.,

i1l to 116 Rlichigan Ave., Shicago

THE HAMILTON GROCERY COMPANY,

No. 238, 240 and 242-East Pearl St.
CATJCITTATE, DERO, '

- . - : ' ' N ~1 - ’
James Hamilton, President. William Hamilton, Treasurer. Chas. G. Shane, Secretary.
We are prepared to fill all Grange orders at lowest wholesale rates.

blG PROFITS
Sl S
FRUITS and VEGETABLES providing you use the

of trees and seads.

richt kinds

1ish the very 1
RAISIN VAL
1’“&"1’}‘!—1...‘.Ifwl"ﬁ;x_‘_ﬂ}‘ﬁ prolific. early bearing stock
Besides our famous specialties, the WINTER BANANA APPLE,
the NEW PROLIFIC PEACH and the NEW CONRATH BLACK
YASPBERRY, we have a large assortment of Fruit and Orna.
mental Trees, Small Fruit and Flowering Shrubs.
vy hes! tested Vewetable, Flower and Grass
‘kets you never did see.
But you must know HOw to plant and cultivate the orchard garden. We tell
u how to your heart’s content in THE NORTH AME AN HORTICULTUR
isT, published menthly at 50 cents a vear with choice premiums if paid
in advance. Agents wanted. Catalognes and sample copy free
#2F" Ask Secretary of your Grange for éontract rates on all nursery stock.

GREENING BROS., Monroe, Mich.

YOU CAN

t Michigan Grown TREES
[ NURSERIES of Monroe,

)

and SEEDS at the
Mich We have a

Seeds—and such

o
ol

DOES
QUALITY
COUNT?

If you are particular about what
kind of NURSERY STOCK
you set—If you are anxious to
get started right—If you want to
feel easy knowing that what you
buy will prove to be HeaLtHY
and TrRuE To NamEe, write us
to-day, or call on the SECRETARY
of Your GRANGE and learn
about us.

We have a large

line of choice.

Apple, Pear, Peach, Plum,
Cherry, smallfruit plants,
and shrubs.

Our low prices may surprise you.

WEST
MICHIGAN
NURSERIES,

Benton Harbor, Mich.

By buying your STRAWBERRY RASP-
BERRY rnd BLACKBERRY plants direct
from grower. Warfiield, Crescent, Mich-
ell’s Early, and Lovett's Early, at $2 per M.
Others according. Catalogue free.

R. J. STAHELIN, Bridgman,
Mich.

In writing please mention VISITOR.

"CLOVER SEED

Largest growers of irass and Clover Seeds
in Angerica. 0 acres. Our Grass Mixtures last

a lifetime. Meadows sown in April will give a
rousing crop in July. Prices dirt cheap. Mam-
moth catalogue and 10 pkgs. Grass and Grains,
free for but l0c. postage. Catalogue alone 5c.
JOHN A. SALZER SEED CO., La Crosse, Wis. ©

WOVEN WIRE FENCE

les }Best onearth. Horse=high
Over 50 Sty g}é'.?é,".°{"3$..”%zougé‘.’3
make 400 6O rods

= e
o Rﬁ:lgoﬁl"fe.— -

R. MORRILL, 0. E, F1FIELD,
Prest, Sec’y and Treas.

P. S.--See Confidential Trade Circular, p 40,
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