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County  Road Law. 

B Y . J . J . W O O D M A N . 

I I 

The  idea  has been  entertained  by  some 
who  have  not  given  the  law  careful  exam-

ination,  that  in  counties  adopting  the  sys-
tem all  the  roads  in  the  county  will  be built, 
improved  and maintained  by  a county  tax, 
under  the  supervision  and control  of  the 
county  commissioners;  but  it  will  be seen 
from  the  law  quoted  in  my  last  article  that 
such is  not  the  case.  The  adoption  of  the 
county  system  does  not  annul  or  in 
any way  change  or  interfere  with  the  pres-
ent  township  and district  system,-except 
to  doubly  tax  for  improving  and maintain-
ing roads,  every  property  holder  within 
the  county,  not  living  upon  or  interested 
in the  particular  roads  selected  by  the 
commissioners  for  county  roads.  That  is, 
such persons  will  be taxed  as at  present, 
not  only  to  build  and maintain  the  roads 
in which  they  are  interested,  but  also  the 
said county  roads,  and main  streets  in  vil-
lages,  connecting  with  such  roads.  This 
system  of  improving  roads  by  county  tax-
ation  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  just 
teachings  of  political  economy,  that  where 
public  improvements  are  made by  taxation 
the  property  bearing  the  burden  should  be 
benefitted  in  some  degree  commensurate 
with  the  amount  of  tax.  This  principle  is 
liable  to  abuse in  counties  having  local  in-
terests  centered  in  cities  and villages, 
which  have  the  power  to  control  the  elec-
tions  and expenditure  of  money. 

AN ABUSE  O F T H E  L A W . 

To  illustrate:  In  one county  in  the  state 
which  has adopted  the  system,  a beautiful 
drive-way  costing  nearly  $20,000  has 
been constructed  with  money  received 
from  the  sale  of  county  bonds  from  a city 
in one extreme  corner  of  the  county—and 
through  a county  not  well  adapted  to  agri-
cultural  purposes—to  a celebrated  summer 
resort.  It  is  a beautiful  drive-way  for  car-
riages  and wheels,  and must  be "of  great 
benefit  and a luxury  to  the  people  o f  the 
city  anil  vicinity;  and had the  cost  of  con-
structing  it  been  borne  by  them,  no one 
could  question  the  policy  or  their  right  to 
build  it.  But  when  we  take  into  consider-
ation  the  fact  that  it  was  built  by  county 
bonds,  which  every  tax-payer  in  the  county 
is arbitrarily  compelled  to  pay,  the  ques-
tion  of  justice  and equity  may  well  be 
raised.  It  is  said  that  800  men were  em-
ployed  in  building  that  road,  and it  is 
reasonable  to  infer  that  but  very  few  of 
them were  tax  payers;  and had the  ques-
tion  been  submitted  for  a further  increase 
of  county  bonds  for  local  purposes  every, 
one of  them  could  have  been  induced  to 
vote  for  more  bonds,  which  would  give 
them more  work.  I  do not  refer  to  this 
isolated  case  for  the  purpose  of  criticising 
those  who  legally  availed  themselves  of  the 
franchises  which  the  law  gave  them,  for 
humanity  is  supposed  to  be very  much 
alike  the  world  over,  and it  is  not  probable 
that  had the  minority  who  have  suffered 
possessed  the  power,  they  would  have 
been more  considerate  of  the  interests  of 
of  others.  But  I  have  called  attention  to  it 
for  the  purpose  of  clearly  impressing  upon 
the  minds  of  the  farmers  of  Michigan  the 
wrong  and injustice  which  lurks  in  the 
provisions  of  this  most  extraordinary  law, 
and the  danger  of  placing  such  a club  in 
the  hands of  the  strong  to  beat  the  weak. 

H O W " T H E  L A W  W 7ORKS. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  law  was  intended 
to build  main  thoroughfares  through  a 
county,  to  give  farmers  better  roads  over 
which  to  haul  their  products  to  a city  mar-
ket.  While  this  may  seem plausible  as a 
reason  to  silence  the  opposition  of  farmers, 
yet  as a business  proposition  it  is  not  ten-
able.  The  most  difficult  and expensive 
hauling  which  farmers  have  to  contend 
with  is  to  draw  their  crops  from  the  field, 
compared  to  which  the  hauling  of  their 
prepared  surplus  to  market  is  but  a trifle. 
Would  it  be .considered  a wise  business 
operation  for  a man to  mortgage  his  farm 
to build  a gravel  or  macadamized  road 
even  by  his  own  premises,  however  agree-
able it  may  be to  him  or  pleasant  for  others 
to  drive  on or  run  their  whteels  over  ? And 
if  not,  how  unwise  and unbusiness  like  it 
would  seem to  be for  farmers  to  favor  or 

consent  to  issue  county  bonds,  every  one 
|  of  which  is  a "blanket  mortgage  upon 
j every  parcel  of  real  estate  in  the  county  to 

grade,  gravel,  or  macadamize"  a few  trunk 
lines  of  road,  which  could  not  be of  any 

i material  benefit  to  only  a portion  of  the 
j people  of  the  county;  and would  be serious 
|  damage to  a very  large  portion  of  the 

farmers,  not  only  in  arbitrarily  imposing 
upon them  an unjust  and perpetual  fax  to 
build  and keep  the  roads  in  repair,  but  in 
building  up a distant  city  or  market  place, 
to  the  absolute  injury  of  their  local  vil-
lage where  they  do their  general  business, 
and receive  accommodations  from  its  bus-

I mess  men;  and where  most  of  their  surplus 
products  are  marketed  or  shipped. 

It  is  well  understood  that  those  interest-
ed in  the  manufacture,  sale,  and use of 
wheels  and bicycles  were  behind  this  move-
ment  for  the  county  system,  and that  men 
having  idle  capital  no longer  remunerative 
in the  industries  of  the  country  are  urging 
it  upon  farmers,  ostensibly  to  benefit  them, 
but  reallv  to  provide  a safe,  if  not  perma-
nent,  investment  for  their  money;  for 
county  bonds,  secured  by  all  the  taxable 
property  of  the  county,  are  safer  and more 
desirable  than  personal  obligations,  or  even 
farm  mortgages. 

T H E  LAW  S H O U L D  BE R E P E A L E D . 

While  good  roads  are  desirable,  and the 
general  movement  for  improving  them 
should  be encouraged,  and work  prosecuted 
with  vigor  under  the  township  and district 
system,  or  some  other  system  which  is  just 
and equitable  to  those  bearing  the  burden, 
yet  at  the  same time  we  should  hold  fast 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Order,  and discard-
the  bond  and "mortgage  system,  the  fashion 
system  and every  other  system  tending  to 
prodigality  and bankruptcy."  I  have  writ-
ten these  articles  for  the  special  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  members  of  our 
Order  and farmers  generally,  to  the  dan-
gers  which  exist  in  the  provisions  of  this, 
the  most  unjust  and outrageous  law  that 
was ever  put  into  the  statutes  of  Michigan; 
and to  stimulate  action  for  its  repeal  I 
am aware  that  its  repeal  would  not  help 
those  counties  which  already  adopted  it, 
but  it  would  prevent  other  counties  from 
getting  caught  in  the  meshes  of  the  net. 
It  is  not  generous  nor  in  accord  with  the 
teachings  of  our  Order,  for  those  in  the 
older  agricultural  counties  having  no laroe 
cities  or  local  interests  sufficiently  stron«-
to out-general  or  out-vote  the  farmers,  to 
say,  "Well,  they  can't  adopt  it  in  our 
County,  therefore  I  care  nothing  about  the 
law."  True  philanthropy  is  not  confined 
to self  interest.  Attempts  have  already 
l>een  made in  some  of  the  older  counties, 
through  the  city  influence,  to  geWhe  ques-
tion  of  adopting  it  submitted  to  the  electors 
of  the  county,  but  defeated  bv  the  farmers 
on the  boards  of  supervisors;  and their 
action  in  defeating  it  has been  severely 
criticised  by  the  city  press.  Further  ef-
forts  will  be made when  the  scheme  is  bet-
ter  arranged,  and control  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  obtained.  When once  sub-
mitted  to  the  electors,  voters  enough  can 
be secured  among parties  interested  and 
non-taxpayers  to  carry  it.  Subordinate 
Granges  should  consider  this  question,  and 
the  next  State  Grange  should  exert  its  in-
fluence  to  secure  the  repeal  of  this  law 

Paw Paw. 

A Word  of  Warning. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  Order  of 
Patrons  of  Husbandry  to  limit  the  freedom 
of  the  citizen,  but  rather  to  teach  our  mem-
bers  to  enjoy  this  freedom  in  its  fullest 
and best  sense. 

The  Founders  of  our  Order,  no doubt 
had this  thought  in  their  minds  when  they 
placed  the  restrictions  in  our  constitution. 
I hey  knew  very  well  that  the  membership 
would  be composed  of  those  who  differed 
widely  in  their  religious  and political  views, 
and in  order  to  protect  each  member  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  personal  views  and 
beliefs,  it  was  provided  that  no one should 
interfere  with  the  same, by  assailing  them 
in our  fraternal  meetings. 

The  original  article  of  the  constitution 
relating  to  this  matter  reads  as follows: 
"Religious  or  political  questions  will  not 
be tolerated  as subjects  of  discussion  in  the 
work  of  the  Order."  Afterwards  the  lan-

was changed  to  "sectarian  or  par-
t i f n "  instead  of  "religious  or  political 
qwpstions."  This  permits  the  discussion 
o|gjuestions  of  public  policy,  when  they 

not  an issue  between  political  parties. 
^here  need  be no doubt  of  the  meaning 

o£ the  constitution  in  this  respect-  No 
m&ter  how  vital  the  questions  are  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  if  they  are  the  sub-
jects  of  contention  between  political  parties, 
th«y  are  not  proper  subjects  for  discussion 
inihe  Grange. 

lire  the  restrictions  wise  ? I  think  so. 
Ttere  is  still  some  of  the  spirit  of  sectar-
y's 8111 and partisan  intolerance  in  most  of 
ufgand  in  the  heat  of  partisan  conflicts,  the 
lnafority  could  hardly  refrain  from  making 
th« Grange  a rather  warm  place  for  the 
few,  who  would  not  give  in  to  the  superior 
wipom  of  the  majority;  and in  order  to 
avoid  discomfort,  they  would  stay  away 
fresh  the  meetings  when  such  discussions 
wefe  permitted.  I f  allowed,  very  zealous 
partisans  would  be likely  to  occupy  nearly 
all  the  time  with  discussions  which  would 
bejj|me  wearisome  to  many  of  the  members. 

Ijt  is  also  a fact  that  nothing  stirs  the 
blobd  quicker  than  an attack  upon  one's 
religious  or  political  faith.  I  believe  that 
th®|restrictions  in  the  constitution  have 
be«j a tower  of  strength  to  our  Order;  rc-
niojjre  them  and the  end would  be near. 
Tbase  restrictions  do not  prevent  our 
members  from  fully  investigating  and dis-
cussing  the  questions  involved.  They 
should  do so,  but  there  is  no necessity  of 
dragging  the  discussions  into  the  church  or 
the  Grange.  There  is  a time  and place  for 
everything,  but  the  Grange  meeting  is 
net  -.  er  the  time,  nor  the  place  for  this-dis-
cussion  of  sectarian  or  partisan  questions. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  farmers  from 
calling  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  political 
discussions,  as often  as may  seem best. 
People  can then  go to  these  meetings, 
knowing  their  intent,  and no objections  can 
be raised,  if  their  opinions  are  vigorously 
assailed. 

We are  on the  eve  of  a national  political 
campaign  which  is  likely  to  become  very 
exciting,  and while  we  are  greatly  interest-
ed, and should  be thoroughly  informed  on 
all  the  issues  involved,  yet,"  1 believe  we 
should  observe  the  restrictions  in  the  con-
stitution  of  our  Order,  and have  one place 
to meet  where  partisan  strife  is  unknown. 
Our motto  is,  " In  essentials,  unity;  in  non-
essentials,  liberty;  in  all  things,  charity." 
If  we  live  up to  the  spirit  of  this  declara-
tion  our  Order  can go through  the  most 
exciting  campaign  without  the  estrange-
ment  of  a single  member.—,/.  If.  Bngham 
in the  National  Grange  Bulletin. 

General  Topic  for  August. 

M O N O P O L I E S . 

Q U E S T I O N  1.  What  monopolies  are  most 
detrimental  to  farmers'  interests,  and in 
what  way  or  ways  do they  injure  them'. 

Q U E S T I O N  2.  By  what  methods  can the 
farmers  best  counteract,  or  overcome  the 
exacting  power  of  monopolies  ? 

SUGGESTION'S. 

This  topic  like  the  one for  the  preceding 
month  has been  discussed  more  or  less  by 
Granges  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  but 
many of  these  discussions  have  been  defi-
cient  in  method  and definiteness  which  are 
essentia]  to  a clear  understanding  of  the 
question  involved. 

It  is  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  have 
a definite  knowledge  of  what  monopolies 
are.  So much  has been  said  about  them 
during  the  past  few  years,  that  many  peo-
ple have  come  to  think  that  they  are  the 
product  of  some  evil  genius,  who  planted 
them in  the  fertile  soil  of  human greed  and 
selfishness,  which  has given  them  such  a I 
rapid  growth  during  the  closing  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  But  such  is  not 
the  fact,  for  monopolies  in  some  form  I 
have existed  from  time  immemorial,  and 
wise  men have  seen  the  necessity  of  legis-
lative  enactments  to  protect  the  people  from 
the  exactions  of  combined  wealth  and power. 
Jn 1814  the  following  was  inscribed  on a 
tablet,  which  was  placed  in  the  first  State 
House at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

"General  good  the  object  of  legislation, 
perfected  by  a knowledge  of  men's  wants 
and nature's  abounding  means;  applied  by 

establishing  principles  opposed  to  monop-
oly." 

Monopolies  have  multiplied  a thousand 
j fold  since  the  above  was  written,  in  what 
j was  then  the  frontier  portion  of  our  country 

and their  aggressiveness  has fully  kept 
pace with  the  increase  in  numbers. 

Question  one calls  for  a definite  answer. 
I It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  farmers 

to know  who  their  enemies  are,  and why 
they  are  enemies,  in  order  to  enable  them 
to concentrate  their  forces  at  a given  point, 
and make  the  attack  with  such  power  as to 
overcome  the  adversary.  It  is  useless  for 
farmers  to  complain  about  the  exactions  and 
oppressions  of  monopolies  if  nothing  is 
done to  resist  them,  and successful  resist-
ance calls  for  a definite  knowledge  of  the 
enemy,  and the  extent  and nature  of  his 
entrenchments.  Thus  it  will  be readily 
seen that  there  is  a wide  field  for  the  study, 
investigation  anil  discussion  of  this  part  of 
the  question. 

The  second  part  of  this  topic  may  not 
call  for  as much  study  and investigation  as 
the  first  part,  but  it  sometimes  happens 
that  it  is  more  difficult,  and requires  more 
judgment  and skill  to  prescribe  the  proper 
remedy,  than  to  give  a correct  diagonsis 
of  a disease. 

A given  monopoly  may  not  have  the 
same effect  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
in order  to  unite  the  forces  of  the  Grange 
for  their  suppression,  it  is  necessary  to 
know  which  are  considered  most  objection-
able,  and it  is  equally  necessary  for  farmers 
to have  a mutual  understanding  of  how  the 
work  of  opposing  them  can be done  at  the 
best  advantage.  Both  questions  under  this 
topic  are  of  vital  importance  to  the  mem-
bers  of  the  Order,  and the  discussions 
should  be fully  reported  by  the  Lecturers. 
—Alpha  Messer  in  National  Granqe  Bul-
letin. 

to 
es-
"lis 

Reality  is  the  Great  Educator. 

Rev. Charles  II.  Parkhurst,  D. D., 
writes  on "Substitutes  for  a College  Train-
ing"  in  June Ladies'  Home  Journal,  which 
makes a most  acceptable  contribution 
his series  of  papers  to  young  men,  an 
pecially  practical  one in  supplementing 
article  on the  value  of  college  training  in 
the  May  issue  of  that  magazine.  Dr.  Park-
hurst  asserts  that  "there  is  a certain  keen-
ness and vigor  of  discipline  that  can come 
to a man only  as he lives  out  in  the  midst 
of  things  and becomes  himself  a part  of  the 
world  and of  the  events  with  which  the 
world  is  so solidly  packed.  Those  to 
whom  my  words  are  particularly  addressed 
are young  men who  are  anxious  to  make 

|  themselves  felt  in  the  world,  and to  such  it 
|  needs  to  be said  that  we  liest  learn  how r 

do by  doing.  A  sense  of  opportunity,  i 
j feeling  of  lieing  a part,  even  a minute  pjurt 
|  of  the  machinery  by  which  the  thread 

current  events  are  being  woven  in,  work 
j upon  us with  the  power  of  a fine  discipl  J 
! an< i a strong  inspiration.  The  solidity  of 

the  burden  that  is  carried  helps  to  solidify 
the  man whe  carries  it.  Problems  tumble 

j easily  apart  in  the  field  that  refuse  to  o-ive 
I up their  secret  in  the  study  or  even  in'the 
j closet.  Reality  is  what  educates  us, and 

reality  never  conies  so close  to  us with  all 
its  powers  of  discipline  as when  we  en-
counter  it  in  action.  In  books  we  find 
truth  in  black  and white,  but  in  the  on-
rush  of  events  we  see truth  at  work;  and it 
is only  when  truth  is  busy,  and when 
are ourselves  personally  mixed  up in 
activities,  that  we  learn  to  know  of  how 
mu C U  w e a r e  c aI )abl e> o r win  the  power  by 
which  those  capabilities  can be made over 
into  effect.  Let  no young  man, then, 
spirit  and purpose  be dismayed  by  his 
ability  to  attend  either  college  or  univer-
sity.  Life  is  itself  the  oldest  and best  en-
dowed  university  in  the  world,  and will 
guarantee  to  its  pupils  all  in  the  way  of 
vigor,  keenness  and grasp  that  they  have 
in them  the  grace  and persistency  to  ac-
quire." 
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The  Best. 

Chenango Co.,  N.  Y. April  30,  '96. 
I > E A E  SIR:—You  can rest  assured  that 

we will  buy  no other  paint  but  yours,  as 
you  have  proved  to  our  satisfaction  that 
it  is  the  best.  Truly  Yours, 
„  , C . S . G R E E N E . 
See adv.  Ingersoll's  Liquid  Rubber  Paints. 


