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From the Farmer’s Friend.
THE LIFE OF THE FARM,

BY SETIH[ T. WALTON.
With the life of the farm there can nothing
compare;

With it’s mystical wonders of earth and ofair— |

W ith its seasons that come, and depart in their
turn.
And euch with a lesson of profit to learn.

Inthe spring is the opening of bud, and of
bloom,

And the air is then laden with richest perfume,

While the birds in returning to garden and
lawn,

With their chorus awaken the farmer at dawn.

The ground it is broken with harrow and

plow,

By the toil of his hand and the sweat of his
brow;

And the farmer in planting has faith that the
seed

Will spring from its earth.bed and ripen for
need.

In the summer all nature is fair to behold

Tn its glorious vesture of green and of gold,

"The forests are clad in the green of their leaves,

And the fields are aglow with the gold of the
sheaves.

Mow the reapers and mowers but count it as

"Till tI}’e lbx:;y and the harvest are both stored
away;

"o be up with the sun and the lark in the morn,

And at work in the field till the sound of the
horn

That shall call them to dinner and rest for an
\our.

In the quiet and shade of the porch and the
bower.

“Phen back to their work till the set of the sun

Is the signal that day and its toiling are done.

O'er his herds as they graze in the valley and
slope 3 .

Roves the eyes of the farmer with pride and
with hope; F

Tor the snowy white milk they will bring from
the field.

Tts Leautiful treasure of butter will yield.

In antwmnn the fruitage is fair on the trees,
And the honey is gathered from the home of the
bees; .
While the cnildren, with hearts that are joyful

and free, g
Go hunting for nuts with a boisterous glee.

The corn and the buckwheat are harvested
NOW,

And s(ablc’d for winter, the sheep and the cow:

The harvests are over, the crops are all in,

The barn it is full, and o'rflowing the bin.

In winter, the season of ice and of snow,

Though cruel and bitter the tempest may blow,

Round the fire that is blazing so bright on the
hearth 2

Are gathered the happiest people of earth.

The nuts and the apples are handed around,
And lost to the ear is the storm with its sound,
So happy and thankful for home and his hoard,
The heart of the husbandman praises the Lord.

x % * * % =
Oh! the life of the farm is a life that is raxe,

With its trees and its flowers and Edenlike air:
With its meadows and valleys so fresh and so

gen, x
And its murmuring brooks and their glimmer-

ing sheen.

With its songsters that warble high up in the
trees

And whose’rich notes of gladness are borne on
the breeze, 5

With its flocks and its herds on the hillook
and plain, > ¥

And its fields that are waving with grass and
with grain.

With its bounty of fruite, from the trees and
the vine,

And its glories ’and Dbeauties of shade and of

Exectve Gom. Department,

Political Influence of Farmers.

It is a fact, generally conceded,
that the farmers, as a whole, are the
most careful, conservative, and relia-
ble class of citizens in the country.
They practice industry and economy.
To a greater extent than any other
class, they live within their means and
pay their debts. They do not get
rich by the sudden turns of the heel
of fortune. They are mnot usca tu
extravagently large incomes. They
are on a comparatively equal footing
one with another. They are capita-
lists and laborers combined, and can-
sympathise with the two great classes
which seem to be ever and anon an-
tagonzing .epch other. Wise men
who have the future safety and pros-
perity of the country at heart, and
who are almost discouraged as they
witness the wild political schemes
which are advocated by unscrupulous
leaders, instinctively turn to the
farming class with the assurance that
certainly these voters can be relied on
to deal patriotically and fairly with
the questions before them. The
farmers can form no alliance with
communistic agitators, nor, on the
other hand, with the supporters of
monopoly rule. They are a great
middle class on whom in a large
measure the safety of the republic de-
pends in peace as well as in war.

In these trying times for our gov-
{ ernment and for our commercial
| institutions, it behooves every farmer
to weigh carefully the problems pre-

pation. Our representatives have too
often been the attorneys of corpora-
tions, or at least they have sought to
serve themselves and their parties,
| giving secondary consideration, or
none at all, to the trne business
interests of their constituents. Par-
ty legislation, investigation for politi-
cal purposes, party contention and
demagogism in general have had
quite too long a sway in our legisla-
tive halls, We want honest, straight-
forward fearless action, and we can
have it only by sending men who
appreciate the industrial needs of the
country, and those are surest to ap-
preciate them who have a direct
interest in the business affairs of the
country., Farmers owe to themselves,
their country, and to all its vast pro-
ductive interests, to exert themselves
to purify their legislatures, State and
pational, and to fill the public offices,
Jocal as well as the higher ones, with
the best men they can secure. They
should not put off this work until
election day. There should be con-
sultation before hand and a general
attendance at the primary meetings
of the various parties. The people
should elect their candidates rather
than permit the choice to be subject
to barter between bands of party
managers to suit the demands of
interested corporations or further the
political advancement of aspiring
party leaders.—7"he Husbandmuin.

A Workman Capitalist.

Mr. J. H. Walker, a Worcester shoe
manufacturer, who appeared before
Mr. Hewitt's Congressional com-
mittee on Tuesday, has had the ad-
vantage of having like many other
capitalists. advanced from the posit-
ion of a 7 journeyman” to that of a
manufacturer on a large scale. He
takes a hopeful view of business pros-
pects at present, and tells a story of
the business lile of himself and of
other Worcester mnufacturers which
should be taken to heart by a good
many workers just starting out in
life.” He says: ¢1 don’t believe

sented, and to look to the ultimate
tendency of any policy he is urged
| to support, as well as to its present |
effect, befors he gives it his adber-
ence and support.

The influence of farmers should be |
given to the fullest degree in favor of |
economy in government affairs, the |
reduction of salaries to a point com-
mensurate with the present reduced
cost of living and the reduced incomes
| from tax-paying property: They
| should strive to put out of their ser-
| vice the class of politicians who seek
| the public service for the stealings,
! for it is much safer to employ honest

men than it is to try to compel dis-

honest men to desist from stealing or
| to hedge the public purse about so
thoroughly as to prevent their depre-
! dations.

The farmers should keep constant-
ly before their minds the importance
of making a radical change in the

shine; 3
With its zephers that whisper o softly of peace, | olass of men entrusted with the law-

And its “seed time and harves ” that “never

shall cease.”

making power of the State and

there ever was a time when a man
with fair ideas could not rise to be an
employer, and the chance was never
so good as to-day, certainly in our
trade. In granting credit, our first
requirment is character; then the fact
that the man has been a journeyman,
and, lastly capital.” The foundation
of his belief that the avenues are open
to capable workmen to becomé em-
ployers of labor is in his experience
and that of many firms, his rivals in
business. !le worked ac the bench
until he had saved four thousand five
hundred dollars,when he started busi-
ness, and, by strict attention to his
trade (not through speculation), he
now commands a business of two
million dollars per annum. He says
that of twenfy-one firms in Worcester,
inlcuding forty men, making five mil-
| lions dollars’ worth of boots per
annum, only five members of the
| firms are sous of manufactures, and
Eonly one was not a wage-worker or
| journeyman.— Frchange.




