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Don't Stop my Paper . 

Don' t stop m y paper, pr in ter , 
Don' t str ike my name off y e t ; 

You know the t imes are str ingent, 
And dollars hard to g o t ; 

B u t tug a l itt le harder 
Is what I mean to do, 

And scrape the dimes together, 
Enough for me and you. 

I can't afford to drop i t ; 
I find tha t i t doesn't pay 

To do without a paper, 
However others may. 

I hato to ask my neighbors 
To give me theirs on loan ; 

They don' t just say, bu t mean it, 
W h y don' t you have your own f 

You can' t tel l how wo miss it, 
If  it, by any fate. 

Should happen not to reach us, 
Or comes a l i t t le la te ; 

Then all is in a hubbub 
Then th ings go al l awry . 

And, pr in ter , if  you are marr ied, 
You know the reason why. 

I cannot do w i thout i t , 
I t is no use to t ry , 

For other people take i t . 
And, pr inter, so must I . 

I , too, must keep me posted, 
And know what is going on, 

Or feel, and be accounted, 
A foggy simpleton. 

Then, take it kindly, pr in ter , 
If  pay bo somewhat slow, 

Fo r cash is not so plenty, 
And wants not few, you know. 

B u t I must have my paper. 
Cost what it may to me ; 

I 'd ra ther dock my sugar 
And go wi thout my tea. 

So. pr in ter , don' t you stop it, 
Unless you want my f rown. 

For here's the year 's subscript ion, 
And credit i t r ight down 

And send the paper prompt ly 
And regularly on, 

And let i t b r ine us weekly 
I t s welcome benison. 

( Ê x c c t ' v e C o m . d e p a r t m e n t . 

G I I . E A U , M i c h . , J a n . 20, 1879. 
Worthy Bro. Cobb : 

I t has been my good for tune to visit 
many Granges and to meet many mem-
bers of the Order at var ious points in 
this State at di f ferent t imes dur ing the 
last five years. I n all places we are 
met wi th this quest ion, " W e l l ! how 
is the Grange prosper ing?" I n all i ts 
varied forms the earnest Grange worker 
is called upon to answer th is quest ion. 
The Brothers and Sister are natural ly 
anxious to learn what Is being done 
in other places. Th i s is not called idle 
curiosity. W h a t is being done by the 
Granges of the land is a subject of vast 
importance to the fu ture of the farmer. 
The s tudent of history, as well as the 
careful observer of passing events, is fur-
nished wi th evidence on all hands tha t 
no great results are accomplished wi th-
out earnest, honest, steady effort. The 
Grange movement is no exception to 
the rule. I n t rave l ing around, we find 
in all cases where the members have 
gone to work uni tedly wi th a wil l  and 
determinat ion, and meet often, it is 
proving a success equal the expectation 
of the most sanguine. They are strong 
with faith in the Order. 

One year ago I met the Pat rons of 
W a y n e Co. and noted wi th satisfaction 
the tendency in tha t section of the State 
at tha t t ime. On the th i rd of the pres-
en t mon th I again visited the same 
County to fill  an old engagement w i th 
Monguagon Grange, near Trenton. 
The n ight was bit terly cold, but the 
comfortable hall was well filled wi th an 
at tent ive and happy audience. The 
close attent ion given to an hour and a 
half of Grange ta lk was evidence of In-
terest in the work. A f te r th is came the 

instal lat ion of the officers. I believe the 
example of this Grange in many respects 
m igh t be emulated wi th profit by some 
others. The officers elect were all on 
hand for instal lat ion. The Grange al-
ways meets once a week. Near ly all the 
members take the VISITOR. They own 
a good organ. There are several young 
lady members who can play i t well, and 
wha t isof equal importance they seemed 
wi l l ing to do so upon the occasion re-
quired. They have made i t in terest ing 
to the young men and women, and 
they were present in full  force, neat ly 
att ired, cheerful and happy. They 
seemed to be proud of themselves, proud 
of their call ing, and each other, and 
proud of the Order. 

Master Vre land is the right man in 
the r ight plaee. H e is pleasant, cheer-
ful, and dignif ied. Secretary H e n r y is 
active and enthusiast ic. I have met 
wi th many other Granges with a larger 
membership, and jus t as good in o ther 
respects, but none that seemed to me to 
have a more jus t appreciat ion of wha t 
the Grange is, and wha t i t ought to be 
than this one. Old men l ike myself 
whose active dut ies are largely with the 
past, feel the impor tance of enl ist ing the 
young. I n this, as in m a n y other 
things, they have been successful. 

Jus t before vis i t ing W a y n e County I 
read of the death of our esteemed fr iend 
and co-laborer in the Grange, Capt. G. 
C. Gordon of Redford, W a y n e Co. I 
first met h i m in the State Grange at 
Grand Rapids. I have since met h im 
in the work m a n y t imes. I was a guest 
at h is house when I visited Redford 
Grange one year ago. H e brought cul-
ture, ta lent , enthusiasm and tireless in-
dustry to the Grange work. The 
Grange has lost one of i ts most useful 
members. A gal lant soldier, a good citi-
zen and a fa i thfu l Patron has been called 
to his last long home in the pr ime of 
middle life. H e leaves young sons who 
may buckle on the armor he laid off, 
and be prepared to fill  his plaee. 

On the 8th I met wi th the Pat rons 
and citizens of Baldwin, Jackson Co. 
I was a guest of Bro. Howe at his luxu-
rious home one mile east of the village. 
They have mater ia l for a good, s t rong 
Grange, but for several reasons i t has 
not all been enlisted. I ta lked Grange 
in the Church at Baldwin, to a very at-
tent ive aifdience, but did not feel con-
fident of results. To the fa i thfu l few 
belonging to tha t Grange, permi t me to 
urge you to " hold the for t . " Meet 
often, take the VISITOR, work di l igent-
ly, and t ime will  crown your labor wi th 
success. I in tended to speak of others, 
but. mus t defer to a more convenient 
t i m e . C . G . L U C E . 

Dormant Granges. 

B E R R I E N C E N T E R , J a n . 20, 1878. 

Bro. J. T. Cobb : 
The last annua l meet ing of Berr ien 

County Grange, No. 7. closed its labors 
Jan . 15, to meet at Buchanan the last 
Tuesday in May, the 27th, at wh ich 
meet ing the officers wi l l  be publ icly 
installed by J . J . Woodman, Master of 
the State Grange. T h e session jus t 
closed has been one of the most success-
ful ever held since our organization. 
Under the head of reports f rom Subor-
dinate Granges 17 gave intel l igent and 
encouraging reports. Various subjects 
were ably discussed, among which, the 
question of weak and do rman t Granges 
received the most earnest attent ion 
and resulted In the adoption of the fol-
lowing : Resolved, tha t i t is the sense 
of th is Grange tha t we appoint a com-
mittee of Brothers and Sisters to visit 
weak and dormant Granges. The 
Commit tee was appointed, and s ta r t on 
the i r missions early nex t month . The 
Commit tee is composed of the most 
energetio members of our Co. Grange, 

and is ten in number . The programme 
will  be on the good old Methodist plan 
of revivals, to go prepared to hold 
meetings wi th the Grange visited unt i l 
i t is in good work ing order. T. M. 

Progressive Ideas, 

The watchword of the day is, " cut 
down the taxes ! " The cost of man -
ta in ing the town, city or State adminis-
trat ion, schools and churches, the 
publ ic and, pr ivate charit ies now ab-
sorbs a large share of the profits of in-
dustry, and the shrewdest employment 
of capital. There must be a change in 
this, a radical reform. The way to re-
duce taxat ion is to place none but 
honest, law loving, fearless, competent 
men in office, and when you have once 
put such men in places of t rust keep 
them there, keep those men in office 
who regard the good of the people, aud 
an economical administrat ion of affairs 
as their f irst and paramount duty, 
men whose purpose is to save the peo-
ple's money instead of mak ing all the 
expense they can for the filling  of their 
own pockets. Reduce the number of 
officers to the lowest possible number , 
aud pay a fixed salary. 

Make fewer laws,render them plainer 
to every one, and do not change those 
laws. Provide against favorit ism, and 
decree tha t all publ ic work, so far as 
practicable, shal l be done by the lowest 
responsible bidder, under good and suf-
ficient bonds for the fa i th fu l perform-
ance of such work . 

Discourage l it igation, the br ing ing in 
of pet ty suits tha t only support consta-
bles, justices aud lawyers, whi le they 
work ruin to the contestants, and bur-
den the people wi th costs. 

Make l iquor sellers give bonds tha t 
they wil l  fa i thfu l ly observe the law 
which ' forb ids sell ing dr ink to d runk -
ards and minors. Pun ish cr ime more 
severely and make, if it is possible, the 
convicted pay the costs of every suit, 
and make the fine a s tand ing debt 
against h im til l  p-iid, not even exempt-
ing h is personal property, and make 
the pun ishmen t include labor dur ing 
the period of impr isonment so tha t they 
may in a measure repay the publ ic for 
the act of keeping them. 

Change the school laws so tha t all 
persons who desire for the i r chi ldren a 
" h igher education " may do so at their 
own rather than at the ptiblic expense. 

Many good reasons migh t be, g iven 
for the above remedies, but they seem 
to be apparent on their face,—proposi-
t ions tha t need no suppor t or argument . 

The In te rcu t Quest ion. 

Bro. J. T. Cobb: 
'•Vermont Farmer" seems to endorse 

the old exploded doctrine of all Shylocks, 
that the law making power has no more 
right to say what he shall aet for his money 
than for his wool. The law does not grow 
wool but it coins money, and moDey being 
the creature of law. its use should be regu-
lated by law, and being as necessary for 
the transaction of busines as flour is to 8us 
tain life, its use should be restricted the 
same as the miller is as to the amount of 
toll. Would VermoDter allow the miller to 
take half the grist for grinding, which they 
could do by combination if there was no 
law to prevent ? If anv man makes money 
on borrowed capital at'10 per cent.his busi-
ness is not legitimate, for he is robbing 
somebody by charging enormous profits. 
As to money leaving the State if interest 
is reduced, the quicker it goes the better for 
borrowers who must become bankiupt if 
they continue to pay 10 per cent, but there 
is no danger. Real estate west is all cov-
ered up with mortgages, and even in this 
State large sums are lying idle for want of 
good security. H. H. Tay lob . 


