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T H E M O D E R N F A R M E R . 

The pipe of the quail in the stubble-field, 
The scent of the new mown hay ; 

And all day long the shout and the song, 
Of the reapers so f a r away. 

The restless racket amid the grain, 
The noise of the reaping machine; 

And ever again the howl of pai n 
Comes over the meadows green. 

Oh, sweet is the field whore the meadow lark 
flits, 

And sings, as i t soars and d ives; 
Where the Granger sits, and yells as ho gi ts 

H is finger among the knives. 

No longer we hear on the hillside sere 
The scythe-stone's c l inkety-c l ink; 

B u t the reaping machine cuts his leg off, I 

W i t h forebodings and tears the good wife hears 
The m a n of t he house say good bye ; 

To re turn , in sooth, wi th a horse-rake tootli 
St ick ing four inches out of his eye. 

W h e n the threshers come in wi th halloo and 
din, 

H o w burdened wi th sorrow the hour— 
W h e n they pause to scan wha t is le f t of the 

man. 
Chawed up in an eight horse power. 

Oh l i the and listen ! From over the hills 
W h a t voice for the doctor begs ? 

'Tis t he stoker who fell, and, awfu l to tell, 
The steam harrow ran over his legs. 

Thus all day long, wi th mirth and song, 
They laugh a t the dread a la rms; 

Though the waving field shall i ts harvest yield 
Of fingers and heads and arms. 

Then p i ty t he sorrow of a poor old Granger , 
Whose'mangled l imbs hove born h im to the 

fence ; 
W h o braved wi th reckless courage, untold dan-

ger, 
And ran his fa rm wi th modern implements. 

—Burlington Ilawkeye. 
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•ate session, Masters no longer re-
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free. Sample numbers furnished on 
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MICHIGAN APPLES. 

Is the Business of Apple (»rowing: Over-
done in this State. 

Bead at the Hillsdale Farmers' Insti-
tute, by Mr. F . M. Holloway, of Fay-
ette. 

T H E QUESTION STATED. 
I am called upon to express my views 

before this Institute, on a very simple 
question in the abstract, yet carefully 
considered in all its relations to the 
farm, to humani ty , that constitutes our 
population, it becomes one of the most 
interesting subjects before us,and should 
receive careful consideration by us in 
determining the right, and when so 
done, we should not fail to put the 
r ight in practice. The question, apple-
growing, is it over done '? must be an-
swered by us in the negative with a 
firm and positive protest, as to the man-
ner in which it is done and a further 
protest as to the results or profits on the 
amount invested in apple growing as a 
branch of mixed farming. There are 
nearly 5,000 plantations of apple or-
chards in this county alone, not count-
ing the number of garden orchards in 
the cities and villages. Many of them 
were of early origin and embrace but a 
small proportion of the better varieties 
of fruit . They have stood a continual 
cropping for the last "25 years, and in 
that length of time there has been but 
one or two years, at most, but what 
there has been a ready market for the 
fruit, with paying profits for raising. 

HOW IT IS OVERDONE. 
The perfect adaptability of our soil for 

the growing of the apple, and the alti-
tude of our country, has insured us a 

reasonable crop almost every year in 
succession. This result, in connection 
with the demand for apples in the past, 
has thrown many of the apple growers 
of the country and State off their guard 
—and to-day finds them in the back-
ground, halt ing between two opinions, 
incl ining to the belief that apple grow-
ing is overdone, and it will  be wise for 
them to cut their orchards down, except 
for family supply. Wi th all such we 
beg to differ in conclusion, and in so 
doing invite them to consider present 
surroundings, compare them with the 
past, and see if the future is not radiant 
with hope, even assurance, to him who 
will  apply himself practically and scien-
tifically  to the work. The practical, 
scientific farmer who seeks to have the 
best in all of his surroundings will  have 
no desire to cut down his orchard, al-
though the last few years have been 
years of depression in apple raising as 
in all th ings else. When start ing in 
culture he sought the best varieties. 
His habit of doing all things well, did 
not permit him to overlook the feeding 
of it liberally with manure as he would 
his cornfield. Science taught him that 
care must be taken in tr imming, in 
keeping free from injurious insects and 
preventing overbearing. The result is 
a fine crop of extra apples every year, 
fit  for any market. 

Few, in comparison to the whole, of 
our farmers come up to the standard. 
Many are inclined to run largely to 
some specialty in cropping, to the neg-
lect of the orchard, the specialty al-
ways getting the manure. The result 
is a scabby tree, overburdened with top, 
filled with vermin, and producing but 
few apples fit for market. Wi th such a 
spectacle before him he concludes that 
apple growing is overdone, and it is 
best to cut his orchard down, and so say 
I . Wi th this resolve I would make one 
more, and that should be to start anew. 

T H E REMEDY. 
I would not have over half a dozen va-

rieties, these should be of the choicest, 
adapted to the soil I had been making 
for years, to produce the specialty that 
I had been following. I would use a 
little science in propagating. I would 
be painstaking as to worms, manure, 
cultivation and overbearing, when that 
time arrived. Wi th these particulars 
carried out and followed, there would 
be no occasion to say that apple growing 
is overdone, for to such there would al-
ways be a market at paying figures. I 
have assumed that apple growing is not 
overdone. That the low prices and glut 
of market is owing to lack of properly 
growing and handl ing our apples so as 
to place them before the consumer with 
all their high qualities as when plucked 
from the tree. In proof of this we have 
only to refer to the limited territory in 
the United States adapted to the grow-
ing of the apple in full  perfection. 

MICHIGAN 'S ADVANTAGES. 
W e name the Lower Peninsula of 

our State pre-eminently first in quality, 
quantity and sureness for crop. Then 
follow New York, Northern Ohio, and 
some of the New England States, with 
fair quality, but much uncertainty as to 
crop. Pennsylvania, Southern Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois are very uncer-
tain as to crop, and when obtained, is 
but medium at best. Kansas and Ne-
braska, behind their belts of t imber and 
in screened positions, are developing 
beautiful specimens to the eye, but des-
titute of the vinous flavor and aroma so 
common to the Michigan apple. Of all 
the other States and Territories, they 
are ^ failure in apple-growing, especial-
ly so far as quality is concerned. 

EXTENT OF T H E AL'PLE MARKET. 
What is the extent of our markets, 

and will  they continue as in the past ? 
We answer, most assuredly they will. 
The whole production of the W est will 
no more than keep pace with their in-

crease of population. Should it develop 
beyond calculation, the distance in 
transportation by rail would still give 
us Illinois, Wisconsin and the South, as 
heretofore. The facilities for manufact-
uring in-to dried and canned goods are 
other openings, the value of which we 
can hardly compute. Three years in 
five we have found a good market in 
the States east, owing to their failure 
to produce, aud this has been demon-
strated for 20 years. Another interest-
ing feature connected with the market 
for apples, is the fact that England is 
calling for some of our better varieties. 
Could we have quick transit by water 
all the way from Michigan, a fine field 
would be open to us. But our method 
of handl ing in barrels, with the shak-
ing by rail to New York or Portland, 
would be a great drawback in their ap-
pearance when they meet the foreign 
market. 

CONCLUSIONS. 
Our conclusion may be summed up 

in brief, as believing that apple grow-
ing is not overdone. That the methods 
of most farmers are so half way loose as 
to give them very little, if  any, profit 
in the business, and by this we mean : 

1. In propagating poor and worthless 
varieties for market. 

2. In not properly caring for their or-
chards in feeding, pruning, cult ivating 
and th inning when over-bearing. 

3. I n not guarding sufficiently against 
insects, and 

4. In not handl ing fruit when matured 
with proper care. 

Could our practice on these four points 
be fully corrected, I am satisfied we 
would not have more apples than we 
like. Neither would we have any 
branch of the farm more profitable than 
the orchard. 

If  I am asked to name the varieties 
best adapted to our soil and location for 
a market orchard, I should say Red 
Canada, Baldwin, Northern Spy, Jona-
than, Greening, Peck's Pleasant, L im-
ber Twig, and Golden Bussett. Here 
are eight varieties, all possessing the 
finest ^attributes of quality, all hardy 
and acclimated, and most of them an-
nual bearers. Most of them have a 
world-wide reputation, and are the first 
sought for. 

1 would not add a greater number. If 
my soil was gravelly, the Bed Canada, 
Jonathan and Greening should predom-
inate. If clayey, Baldwins and Spys. 
For a family orchard, or home use, I 
would have but one or two trees of a 
kind, aud I would study to get a suc-
cession. There is a great defect with 
very many of the orchards of the coun-
try in this particular. From September 
to November you can find but very few 
choice eatingapples in orchards or mar-
ket. Always plenty of windfalls, which 
are only fit  for hogs. For the comfort 
of self, family and friends, this defi-
ciency should be supplied. I t could be 
done readily, and with little expense. 

INDUSTRY, economy and integrity 
form the best working capital. 

A Canadian farmer says that six bush-
els of peas are equal to ten bushels of 
corn for fattening hogs, and the peas 
yield a greater number of bushels to the 
acre than the corn. 

AT an expense of sixty dollars to the 
people, besides his own lawyer's fees, a 
farmer of Jones County, Iowa, has re-
covered one cent from a man he sued 
for fourteen fence rails worth ten cents 
each. . 

THE Minneapolis millers are experi-
menting with machinery for compress-
ing bran for the purpese of shipment to 
Europe. I t is believed that it can be so 
pressed as to get as much weight into a 
given package as the same would hold 
of flour. 


