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ichigan State
SCHOOLCRAFT,
THE MODERN FARMER

The pipe of the quail in the stubble-field,
Thescentof the new mown hay ;

And all daylong the shout and the song,
Of the reapersso far away.

The restlessracketamid the grain,
The noiseof the reaping machine;

And everagainthehowlof pain
Comesover the meadowsgreen.

Oh, sweet is the field whorethe meadow lark
flits,
And sings,asit soarsand dives;
Wherethe Grangersits,and yellsasho gits
His finger amongthe knives.

No longerwe hearon the hillside sere
The scythe-stone'sclinkety-clink;
But the reaping machine cuts his leg off, |

With forebodingsand tearsthe good wife hears
The man of the house say good bye;

To return, in sooth,with a horse-raketootli
Sticking four inchesout of his eye.

When the thresherscome in with halloo and
din,
How burdenedwith sorrow the hour—
When they pauseto scanwhat is left of the

man.
Chawedup in an eighthorse power.

Oh lithe andlisten! From overthe hills
What voice for thedoctor begs?

'Tis the stokerwho fell, and, awful to tell,
The steam harrow ran over his legs.

Thusall day long, with mirth and song,
They laugh at thedread alarms;
Thoughthe waving field shallits harvestyield
Of fingers and headsand arms.

Then pity the sorrow of a poor old Granger,
Whose'mangledlimbs hoveborn him to the
fence;
Who bravedwith recklesscourage,untold dan-

er ) ] )
A% ran his farm with modern implements.
—Burlington llawkeye.
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MICHIGAN APPLES.

Is the Businessof Apple (»rowing: Over-
donein this State.

Beadat the Hillsdale Farmers'Insti-
tute, by Mr. F. M. Holloway, of Fay-
ette.

THE QUESTION STATED.

| am calledupon to expressmy views
beforethis Institute,on a very” simple
question in_the abstractyet carefully
consideredin all its relations to the
farm, to humanity, that constitutesour
population,it becomesone of the most
interestingsubjectseforeus,andshould
receive careful considerationby us in
determining the right, and when so
done,we should not fail to put the
right_in practice. The question,apple-
growing, is it over done? must be an-
swered by us in the negative with a
firm and positive protest,asto the man-
ner in which it is doneanda further
protestasto the resultsor profits on the
amountinvestedin apple growing asa
branch of mixed farming. There are
nearl&/ 5,000 plantations of apple or-
chardsin this county alone,not count-
ing thenumberof garden orchards in
the cities and villages. Many of them
were of earlyorigin and embracebut a
small proportionof the better varieties
of fruit. They have stood a continual
cropping for the last"25 years,and in
thatlength of time therehas been but
one or two years,at most, but what
therehasbeen a read}/_ marketfor the
fruit, with paying profitsfor raising.

HOW IT IS OVERDONE.

The perfectadaptabilityof our soil for
thegrowing of the apﬁle,and the alti-
tude of our country, has insured usa
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reasonablecrop almost every year in
succession. This result, in connection
with thedemandfor applesin the past,
hasthrown many of the apple growers
of the country and Stateoff their guard
—and to-day” finds them in the back-
ground,halting between two opinions,
inclining to the belief thatapple grow-
ing is overdone,and it will be wise for
them to cut theirorchardsdown, except
for family supply. With all such we
begto differ in "conclusion, and in so
doing invite themto consider present
surroundings,compare them with the
past,and seeif the future is not radiant
with hope, evenassurancefo him who
will apply himselfpracticallyandscien-
tifically  to the work. The practical,
scientificfarmer who seeksto have the
bestin all of his surroundingswill have
no desireto cutdown his orchard, al-
though the last few years have been
yearsof depressionin "apple raising as
in all things else. When starting_in
culture he soughtthe best varieties.
His habitof doing all thingswell, did
not permithim to overlook the feedin
of it liberally with manureashe woul
his cornfield. Sciencetaughthim that
care must be taken in trimming, in
keepingfreefrom injurious insectsand
preventingoverbearing. The result is
a fine crop of extra applesevery year,
fit forany market.

Few, in comparisonto thewhole, of
our farmers come up to the standard.
Many areinclined to run largely to
somespecialtyin cropﬁmg, to the ne?-
lect of the orchard, the specialty al
waysgetting the manure. The result
is ascabbytree,overburdenedwith top,
filled with” vermin, and producing but
few applesfit for market. With such a
spectaclebefore him he concludes that
apple growing is overdone, and it is
bestto cut hisorcharddown, and so say
. With thisresolvel would makeone
more, andthatshould beto start anew.

THE REMEDY.

| would nothaveoverhalf a dozenva-
rieties, theseshould be of the choicest,
adaptedto the soil | had been makin
for years, to producethe specialty that
| _had beenfollowing. | would use a
little sciencein propagating. | would
be painstaking as to worms, manure,
cultivation andoverbearingwhen that
time arrived. With these particulars
carried out_and followed, there would

beno occasionto saythatapple growing
is overdone,for to such therewould al-
waysbe a marketat paying figures. |

haveassumedthat applegrowingis not
overdone. Thatthelow pricesand glut
of marketis owmg to lack of properly
growing and handling our applesso as
to placethem beforethe consumerwith

all their high qualitiesaswhen plucked
from the tree. In proofof this we have
only to refer to the limited territory in

the’United Statesadapted to the grow-
ing of the applein full perfection.

MICHIGAN'S ADVANTAGES.

We name the Lower Peninsula of
our Statepre-eminentlyfirst in quality,
gquantity and surenessfor crop.. Then
follow New York, Northern Ohio, and
someof theNew EnglandStates, with
fair quality, but muchuncertaintyasto
crop. Pennsylvania, Southern Ohio,
Indiana, and 'lllinois are very uncer-
tain as to crop, and when obtained,is
but medium at best. Kansasand Ne-
braska,behindtheir beltsof timber and
in screened positions, are developing
beautifulspecimengo the eye, but des-
titute of thevinous flavor andaromaso
commonto the Michigan apple. Of all
the other States and Territories, they
are” failurein apple-growing,especial-
ly sofar asquality is concerned.

EXTENT OF THE AL'PLE MARKET.
What is the extentof our markets,
and will they continue asin the past?
We answer,most assuredly they will.
The whole productionof the W est will
no morethan keep pacewith their in-
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creaseof porpulati_on. Shouldit develop
beyond calculation, the distance in
transportation by rail would still give
us lllinois, Wisconsinand theSouth,as
heretofore. The facilities for manufact-
uring in-to dried and canned goodsare
otheropenings,thevalue of which we
can hardly compute. Threeyearsin
five we have found a good market in
the States east,owing to their failure
to produce,aud this has been demon-
stratedfor 20 years. Another interest-
ing featureconnectedwith the market
for apples,is the fact that Englandis
calling for someof our bettervarieties.
Could we have quick transit by water
all the way from Michigan, a fine field
would beopento us. ut our method
of handlingin barrels, with the shak-
ing by rail to New York or Portland,
would bea greatdrawbackin their ap-
pearancewhen they meet the foreign
market.

CONCLUSIONS.

_ Our conclusion may be summed up
in brief, as believing that apple grow-
ing is not overdone. Thatthe methods
of mostfarmersareso half way loose as
to give them very little, if any, profit
in the businessand by this we mean:

1. In propagatinc};poorand worthless
varietiesfor market.

2. In not properly caringfor their or-
chardsin feedmg,prunm%, cultivating
and thinning when over-bearing.

- 3.1In notguardingsufficiently against
insects, an

4. In nothandlingfruit when matured
with propercare.

Could our practiceon thesefour points
be fully corrected,| am satisfied we
would not have more applesthan we
like. Neither would we have any
branchof the farm moreprofitable than
the orchard.

If | am askedtoname the varieties
bestadaptedto our soil and location for
a marketorchard, | should say Red
Canada,Baldwin, Northern Spy,’Jona-
than, Greening, Peck'sPleasant,Lim-
ber Twig, and Golden Bussett. Here
are e|1ght varieties, all possessingthe

attributes of quaInE/, all hardy
and acclimated,and mostof them an-
nual bearers. Most of them have a
world-wide reputation,and arethe first
soughtfor.

1 would not add agreaternumber. If
my soil wasgravelly, the Bed Canada,
JonathanandGreeningshould predom-
inate. If clayey, Baldwins and Spys.
For afamily 'orchard, or home use, |
would have but one or two trees of a
kind, aud | would study to get a suc-
cession. Thereis a great defect with
very many of the orchardsof the coun-
try ‘in this particular. From September
to Novemberyou can find but very few
choiceeatingapplesn orchardsor mar-
ket. Always plenty of windfalls, which
areonly fit for hogs. For the comfort
of self, family and friends, this defi-
ciency should be supplied. It could be
donereadily, and with little expense.

INDUSTRY, economy and integrity
form the bestworking capital.

A Canadianfarmersaysthatsix bush-
elsof peasare equalto ten bushels of
corn for fattening hogs, and the peas
yield agreaternumberof bushelsto the
acrethan the corn.

AT an expenseof sixt?/ dollarsto the
eople,besideshis own [awyer's fees,a
armerof JonesCounty, lowa, hasre-
covered onecent from a man he sued

for fr?urteen fencerails worth ten cents

each.

THE Minneapolismillers are experi-
menting with machineryfor compress-
ing branforthe purpeseof shipmentto
Europe. It is believedthatit can be so
pressedasto getas much weightinto a
gifveﬂn packageasthe samewould hold
of flour.



