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RATES OF ADVERTISING: 

Acceptab le adve r t i semen ts i nse r ted a t t h e 

r a t e of $1.00 p e r Bquare, fo r each inse r t i on . 

A L ibe ra l d i scoun t wi l l  b e m a d e 

adve r t i semen ts of t h ree m o n t h s o r i 

J Y O U R S U B S C R I P T I O N 

( will  E x p i r e w i th No. 

T H E S I L V E R L I N I N G . 

There ' s neve r a d a y so s u n n y 
B u t a l i t t le c loud appears** 

T h e r e ' s neve r a l i fe so h a p p y 
B u t has h a d i ts t ime of tea rs ; 

Y e t t h e sun sh ines o u t the b r i g h t e r 
W h e n the s t o r m y t e m p e s t c lears. 

There 's*never a g a r d e n g row ing 
W i t h roses in every p lot ; 

T h e r e ' s neve r a h e a r t so h a r d e n e d 
B u t has one t e n d e r s p o t ; 

W e have on l y to p r u n e t h e bo rde r 
T o find t h e fo rge t -me-no t . 
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T h e r e ' s never a cup so p leasan t 
B u t has b i t t e r w i th t h e s w e e t : 

There ' s neve r a p a t h so rugged 
T h a t bears n o t the p r i n t of f e e t ; 

A n d we have a he lper p romised 
Fo r t h e t r i a l s we m a y meet . 

T h e r e ' s neve r a sun t h a t r ises 
B u t we k n o w ' tw i l l  set a t n i g h t ; 

T h e t in ts t h a t g leam in the m o r n i n g , 
A t even ing are j u s t as b r i g h t : 

A n d t h e h o u r t ha t is the sweete3t 
I s be tween the d a r k a n d l igh t . 

There ' s n e v e r a d ream tha t ' s h a p p y 
B u t t h e w a k i n g m a k e s us s a d ; 

T h e r e ' s neve r a d ream of sorrow 
B u t t h e w a k i u g m a k e s us g lad ; 

W e sha l l look some d a y w i t h w o n d e r 
A t t h e t roub les we h a v e had . 

T h e r e ' s neve r a way so n a r r o w 
B u t t h e e n t r a n c e d m a d e s t ra igh t , 

T h e r e ' s a lways a gu ide t o po in t us 
T o t h e " l i t t le w i c k e t g a t e ; " 

A n d the angels wi l l  be i 
T o a soul t h a t i 

g t o í t a t e d e p a r t m e n t . 

J . J . W O O D M A N , 
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LEOTOBF-B—HENRY E S H B A U G H , Mo. 
STEWARD—A. J . V A U G H N . Miss. 
ASST. STEWABD—WILLIAM  S I M S , KanBaa. 
CHAPLAIN—S. H . E L L I S , Ohio . 
TBEASUBEB—F. M. M C D O W E L L , N . Y . 
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C . G . L U C E , - - O i lead, B r a n c h Co. 
W E S T B R O O K D I V I N E , Be ld ing , I on i a Co. 
T H O M A S M A R S . B e r r i e n Cen te r , Be r r i en Co. 
W E S A T T E R L E E , B i r m i n g h a m , O a k l a n d Co. 
3, Q . A. B U R R I N G T O N , Tusco la , Tusco la Co. 
J . J . W O O D M A N , J . T . C O B B , - E x . Officio. 

S t a t e  B u s i n e s s  A g e n t s , 

G E O . W . H I L L  & CO. , - - De t ro i t . 
T H O M A S M A S O N , - - - Chicago. 

C e n e r a i D e p u t y . 

C . L . W H I T N E Y , . . . Muskegon . 

I t is well known to every Patron of 
Husbandry in the land, that the Na-
tional Grange at its last session memo-
rialized Congress " to enact such laws 
as will  alleviate the oppression imposed 
upon the people by the railroad corpora-
tions and transportation monopolies that 
now control the inter-State commerce 
of the country." Among the acts com-
plained of were,"certain fluctuating and 
excessive rates for transport ing freight 
over their lines of road, thereby 
wrenching the products of our farms 
from us to enrich these giant monopo-
lies." Measures were also inaugurated 
to enlighten the people upon this ques-
tion, and enable them to realize the 
fact that this is the only civilized gov-
ernment in the world that allows its 
railroad corporations to rob and oppress 
the people by consolidating their lines, 
pooling their earnings, discriminating 
against non-competing points, and 
shippers of their own produce, and in 
extorting freight rates which are ruin-
ous to the producer and oppressive to 
the consumer. 

This growing avariciousness of these 
corporations must be arrested by the 
strong arm of a National law, or the 
rights of the producing classes will 
soon be crushed out, and the whole 
business interestsofthe country brought 
under the control of a few railroad mag-
nates, who are fast absorbing the t runk 
lines of roads and consolidating them in-
to one giant monopoly .against which no 
other lines can compete, and without 
the gracious condescensions of which, 
no other business can prosper. 

There is no other National organiza-
tion that ever has or ever would have 
attacked this powerful and growing 
monopoly except the Grange, and no 
other organization in existence has 
such power to reach the whole people, 
mould public sentiment, and bring an 
Influence to bear upon Congress which 
must eventually result in the enact-
ment of such laws as are necessary to 
protect the producers and consumers 
from the great wrong, and the nation 
from the impending danger, as the Or-
der of Patrons of Husbandry. 

No sooner was the memorial present-
ed to Congress than opposition to the 
movement began to manifest itself 
among railroad officials and attorneys, 
who flocked to Washington to look 
after the interests of their roads and 
their clients. Merchants, and other 
business men whose success depends 
upon the prosperity of agriculture, are 
beginning to look this question square 
in the face, and with few exceptions 
str ike hands with the " Grangers," and 
are enroll ing themselves with the 
thousands that are now petit ioning 
Congress f<!r National intervention and 
control of inter-State commerce. 
There are some of the leading political 
papers of all the different political par-
ties now ably advocating the measure, 
and Boards of Trade are not idle lookers-
on in this most important movement 
ever inaugurated in the interest of the 
producers and consumers in this coun-
try: but l ' \ e incss men as they are, 
they are looking to their own interests, 
and not specially to the interests of 
farmers or other business men whose 
interests are inseperably connected 
with agriculture. 

The New York Board of Trade and 
Transportation have appointed a com-
mittee to investigate this Grange 
movement and examine the Grange 
petitions and bills now pending before 
Congress, and recommend such legisla-
tion as the " Board " may deem to be 
for the best interests of the country, as 
the following letter from the secretary 
of the board will  show: 

N E W Y O R K B O A R D OK T R A D E A N D 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N . 

Board of Trade does not think " practic-
able or advisable," but th inks the Iiea-
gan bill  " m o r e wise, as it leaves the 
railroads free to fix any rates they 
please," as the following extract from 
the report of their committee will  show : 

" We do not th ink it practicable or 
advisable, with the knowledge at the 
disposal of the public at this time, to 
attempt to fix rates on inter-State traf-
fic, although there can be no doubt of 
the power of Congress to do so. It is 
attempting too much with our present 
knowledge, and would probably result 
in failure. In this respect, the Reagan 
biH, now pending in Congress is much 
more wise, as i t leaves the railroads 
free to fix any rates they please, only 
stipulating that they shall be public, 
and alike to all, and that no more shall 
be charged for a short than for a long 
distance." 

NEW YORK, Jan . 23rd, 1880. 
Dear Sir ; 

" I  have been favored with your ad-
dress by the Secretary of the Centra] 
Grange of your State, who inlorms me 
that you sympathize with the move-
ment looking to the regulation of rail-
road corporations in the interest of the 
public. 

I am also infofmed that many peti-
tions have been sent to Congress in 
favor of legislation on this question, 
but they are without point, because not 
directed in the interest of any particu-
lar bill. The Reagan bill  for the con-
trol of inter-Slate commerce, a copy of 
which I enclose, and of which the ac-
companying report treats, has been be-
fore the public longer than any other, 
is better understood by them, embodies 
all the essential principles that are now 
under consideration by the House 
Committee on Commerce, at Washing-
ton. 

My object in this communication is 
to urge upon you the importance of de-
manding of your Representatives and 
Senators in Congress the passage of the 
Reagan bill. I t cannot be done in any 
more effective manner than by person-
al application or by letter. I would 
therefore urge that you write letters at 
once and gel yourinf luential fr iends to 
write also. Railroad officials and their 
attorneys have crowded Washington 
ever since the re-assembling of Con-
gress,for the purpose of kill ing this bill, 
and unless earnest work is done as in-
dicated above, it will  be defeated." 

Very Respectfully, 
D A R W I N R . J A M E S , S e c ' y 

The writer seems to th ink that the 
Grange petitions are " without point, 
because not directed in the interest of 
any particular bi l l . "  I t is true that the 
Grange petitions do not " p o i n t " to 
any particular bi/l, but they do point-
edly state the wrongs and ask for a law 
to correct them. 

The Reagan bill  referred to is all 
r ight as far as it goes, and its passage 
will  be a step in the r ight direction. 
But what the farmers of the country 
most demand, and the country needs, 
is not found in the bill  a t all, viz., pro-
tection from unjust extortions in 
freight rates by railroads engaged in 
inter State commerce. 

This is jus t what the New York 

Although the farmers of the country, 
who are now being "robbed of their 
well-earned prftfits," by the transpor-
tation companies, will  not be easily 
convinced that there should be no l imit 
to the amount which the companies 
may have a r ight to charge for trans-
porting their surplus products to mar-
ket, yet they will  rejoice to know that 
such influential business men as com-
pose the " New York Board of Trade 
and Transportation," are using their 
influence to protect the business inter-
ests of the country, in some degree, 
from the impending danger with which 
they are threatened by the usurping 
power of the railroad combinations, of 
which the National Grange has warned 
the people. The petitions which they 
have prepared and sent out to our 
members to be signed, and transmitted 
to Congress, are couched in such truth-
ful and unmistakable language that no 
one can doubt their sincerity and good 
faith. The following is the petition : 
To the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives, in Congress assembled : 
" The undersigned, citizens of the 

United States, most respectfully beg to 
direct the attention of your honorable 
bodies to the feeling of distrust and 
alarm which prevails throughout our 
country at the rapidly growing power 
of railroad corporations, which is great-
ly intensified by their policy of con-
solidating underthe control of a few in-
dividuals, all of the principal compet-
ing roads from the Atlantic to the Pa-
cific seaboard, thus forming gigantic 
and powerful organizations, possessing 
the ability to control absolutely the in-
dustrial and commercial interests of 
our country, and the value of its pro-
ducts. 

They exercise and abuse their power 
by discriminating unjustly between 
individuals and localities, building up 
or destroying at will,  and to use the 
words of a United States Senate Com-
mittee, "recognize no responsibility 
but to their stockholders, and no prin-
ciple of action but personal and corpo-
rate aggrandizement." 

Realizing the urgent need of action 
by your honorable bSdies, in whom 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
has decided all needed power is consti-
tutionally vested, your petitioners most 
respectfully and earnestly ask for the 
early passage of the bill, commonly 
known as the Reagan bill, for the reg-
ulation of inter State commerce, and to 
prohibit unjust discriminations by com-
mon carriers : also, that such further 
and supplemental legislation be enacted 
as will  protect the constitutional rights 
of American citizens. 

The above will  be endorsed by every 
Patron and farmer, and they only ask 
in addition that that provision of the 
bill  introduced by Mr. Sapp, of Iowa, 
which provides " for fixing rates and 
supervising the operations of inter-
State commerce," be incorporated into 
the Reagan bill, and it will  then be ac-
ceptifble to the agricultural interests. 

The members ofour Order will  most 
cheerfully unite wi th the New York 
Board of Trade.and with businessmen 
everywhere in petit ioning Congress for 
this most important measure. 

P A W P A W , Feb. 12th, 1880. 

Farmers' Institute—Eaton County. 

V E R M O N T V I L L E , F e b . 8 , 1880. 

Brother J. T. Cobb : 

I send you these items from Eaton 
C o u n t y f o r our V I S I T O R : 

The adjourned meeting of the Eaton 
County Quarterly Convention, P. of H., 
met a t Ketchuin's Hall, Charlotte, Jan . 
¡4. Members were present from nearly 
every Grange in the County, although 
the traveling was very bad. The prin-
cipal topic of discussion was the forma-
tion of a Pomona Grange in this Coun-
ty. Ater a full interchange of views, it 
was voted, nearly unanimously to have 
one organized. A petition was then 
circulated, and sent to Wor thy Master 
Woodman, who has appointed Feb. 18, 
at 1 o'clock, p. M. as the time, and we 
have Ketchum's Hall, Charlotte, as the 
place of organization. W e now hope 
and trust that Eaton County will  wheel 
into line with her sisters in the work 
of advancing this good and glorious 
cause—the union and elevation of farm-

On the evening of Jan . 14, and on the 
following day and evening, a Farmers' 
Insti tute was held, under the auspices 
of the County Agricultural Society, 
several interesting papers were read, 
and no aid was received from outside 
the County. Bro. Ezek. Pray, of 
Windsor Grange, No. 619, presided and 
Bro. Seth Ketchum, of Charlotte 
Grange, No. 67 (Secretary Agricultural 
Society), acted as Secretary. Among 
the papers read, we noticed the follow-
ing : "Prof i ts of Draining, by C. E . 
Ells, of Charlotte Grange, No. 67 ; 
Stock Raising and its Relations to 
Farming, by Geo. D. Pray, of Windsor 
Grange, No. 619; The Agriculturalist 
—His Position in Society—What it is, 
and What it Ought to be, by Duane 
Hawkins, Past Master of Vermontvil le 
Grange, No. 625. The latter paper evi-
dently set forth some unwholesome 
truths, as it has elicited some discussion 
between papers of the County. In the 
afternoon of Jan . 15, the Agricultural 
Society rendered its report and elected 
its officers for the ensuing term. The 
society has fallen behind a little during 
the past year, and its members made a 
clean sweep of its old officers, and 
elected the following ticket by more 
than a two-thirds majority : President, 
Duane Hawkins, Vermontvi l le; Sec-
retary, Esek. Pray, Charlotte; Treas-
urer, C. E. Ells, Charlotte; Directors 
for three years, Geo. D. Pray, Windsor, 
and Auson Scott, Chester. All  are 
Patrons. Wha t does this mean? To 
my mind, it means that farmers are 
beginning to th ink that if they want 
their business attended to, they must 
put it into farmers' hands to be looked 
after, and that the fact of farmers meet-
ing, talking, thinking, and working 
together in the Grange is beginning to 
have that favorable influence so much 
desired. Nevertheless, we are losing 
some of our membership here, as well 
as elsewhere, and to try and regain it 
and induce others to join with us, we 
have invited Worthy Master Woodman 
to meet with us at Vermontville on 
Feb. 19, to give us one of his good talks. 
We also expect to call on other good 
lecturers of the Order to come and 
entertain us in the course of the season. 
I believe our Order has needed more 
instruction and more direction to its 
vital forces from the start. 

Yours fraternally, 

R . E . B E N E D I C T . 


