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THE SILVER LINING

There'sneveraday so sunny
But alittle cloud appears**
There'snevera life so happy
But hashad its time of tears;
Yet the sun shinesout the brighter
When the stormytempestclears.

There's*nevera garden growing
With rosesin every plot ;

There'sneveraheartso hardened
But hasonetender spot;

We haveonly to prunethe border
To find the forget-me-not

There'snevera cup so pleasant
But hasbitter with the sweet:

There'snevera path so rugged
That bearsnot the print of feet;

And we have a helper promised
For thetrials we may meet.

There'sneverasun that rises

But we know 'twill setat night;
The tints that gleamin the morning,

At eveningarejust as bright
And the hour that is the sweete3t

Is betweenthe dark and light.

There'snever a dream that's happy
But the waking makesus sad;

There'snevera dreamof sorrow
But the wakiug makesusglad ;

We shall look someday with wonder
At the troubleswe have had.

There'snevera way so narrow
But the entrancedmade straight,

There'salwaysa guide to point us
To the " little wicket gate;"

And the angelswill bei
To asoul thati

gtoitate department.

J. J. WOODMAN,

The Transportation Question.

It is well known to every Patron of
Husbandryin theland, that the Na-
tional Grangeat its last session memo-
rialized Congress" to enact such laws
aswill alleviatethe oppressionimposed
upon thepeopleby therailroad corpora-
tionsandtransportatiormonopoliesthat
now control the inter-State commerce
of thecountry.” Amongthe actscom-
plainedof were,"certain fluctuating and
excessiveratesfor transporting freight
over their lines of road, thereby
wrenchingthe products of our farms
from usto enrich thesegiant monopo-
lies." Measureswerealso inaugurated
to enlightenthe peopleupon this ques-
tion, and enable them to realize the
factthatthis isthe only civilized gov-
ernmentin the world that allows its
railroad corporationsto rob and oppress
the peopleby consolidatingtheir lines,
pooling their earnings,discriminating
against non-competing points, and
shippersof their own produce, and in
extorting freightrateswhich are ruin-
ous to the producer and oppressive to
the consumer.

This growing avariciousnessf these
corporationsmust be arrested by the
strongarm of aNational law, or the
rights of the producing classes will
soon be crushed out, and the whole
businesdnterestsoftheountry brought
underthe controlof a few railroad mag-
nates,who are fastabsorbingthe trunk
linesof roadsand consolidatingthemin-
toonegiantmonopoly.againstwhich no
otherlines can compete, and without
the graciouscondescension®f which,
no otherbusinesscan prosper.

Thereis no other National organiza-
tion thateverhas or ever would have
attacked this powerful and growing
monopoly exceptthe Grange, and no
other organization in existence has
suchpowerto reachthe whole people,
mould public sentiment,and bring an
Influenceto bear upon Congresswhich
must eventually resultin the enact-
mentof suchlaws as are necessaryto
protect the producers and consumers
from thegreatwrong, and the nation
fromtheimpendingdanger,asthe Or-
der of Patronsof Husbandry.

BY ORDER OF THE

MICHIGAN STATE GRANGE.

OLCRAFT, FEBRUARY 15th,

No soonerwasthe memorial present- Board of Tradedoesnot think " practic-
edto Congressthan opposition to the able or advisable,"butthinks the liea-
movement began to manifest itself gan bill "more wise, as it leaves the

amongrailroad officialsand attorneys, failroads free to fix any rates _they
please,” as the following extract from

who flocked to Washington to 100k thereportof their committeewill show:
afterthe interests of their roads and " We do not think it practicable or
their clients. Merchants,and other advisable, with the knowledge at the

: disposal of the public at this time, to
business men whose success depends attemptto fix rateson inter-Statetraf-

uponthe prosperityof agriculture, are fic ajthough there can be no doubt of
beginningto look this question square the powerof Congressto do so. It is

iKalamazooPublishingOo.'i Print.]
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Farmers'Institute—Eaton County.
VERMONTVILLE, Feb.8, 1880.
Brother J. T. Cobb:
| send you these items from Eaton
County for our VISITOR
The adjournedmeetingof the Eaton

County QuarterlyConvention,P. of H.,
metat Ketchuin'sHall, Charlotte,Jan.

in the face, and with few exceptions
strike handswith the " Grangers,"and
are enrolling themselves with the
thousandsthat are now petitioning
Congressf<Ir National intervention and
control of inter-State commerce.
Therearesomeof the leading political

papersof all the differentpolitical par-

ties now ably advocatingthe measure,
and Boardsof Tradearenotidle lookers-
on in this most important movement
ever inauguratedin the interestof the
producersand consumersin this coun-
try: butl'\e incssmen as they are,
they are looking to their own interests,
and not specially to the interests of
farmersor other businessmen whose
interests are inseperably connected
with agriculture.

The New York Board of Trade and
Transportationhave appointeda com-
mittee to investigate this Grange
movement and examine the Grange
petitions and bills now pending before
Congress,and recommendsuch legisla-
tion asthe " Board" may deem to be
for the bestinterestsof the country, as
the following letter from the secretary
of the boardwill show:

NEW YORK BOARD OK TRADE AND

TRANSPORTATION
. NEW YORK, Jan. 23rd, 1880.
Dear Sir ;

"1 havebeenfavored with your ad-
dressby the Secretary of the Centra]
Grangeéof your State,'who inlorms me
that you sympathize with the move-
mentlooking to the regulation of rail-
road corporationsin theinterestof the
public.
| amalso infofmed that many peti-
tions have been sent to Congress in
favor of legislation on_ this question,
but they arewithout point, becausenot
directedin the interestof any particu-
lar bill. The Reagan bill for” the con-
trol _of inter-Slate commerce, a copy of
which I enclose,and of which the” ac-
companyln?_reporttreats,hasbeen be-
fore the public longerthan any other,
is betterunderstoodby them, embodies
all the essentialprinciplesthat are now
under consideration by the House
tCommltt(-:'eon Commerce,at Washing-
on.

My objectin this communication is
to urg_e upon you the importance of de-
in

man g_ofe/our Representativesand
Senatorsin Congressthe passagef the
Reaganbill. It ‘cannotbe donein any

more effectivemannerthan by person-
al application or by letter. ~ | would
thereforeurge thatyou write letters at
once andgelyourinfluential friends to
write also. Railroad officials and their
attorneys have crowded Washington
ever since the re-assembling of Con-
gress,forthe purposeof killing this bijll,
and unlessearnesiwork is done as in-
dicatedabove,it will be defeated.”

Very Respectfully,
DARWIN R. JAMES, Sec'y

The writer seemsto think that the
Grange petitions are " without point,
becausenot directedin the interest of
any particularbill." It istrue thatthe
Grange petitions do not "point" to
any particular bi/l, but they do point-
edly statethewrongsand ask for a law
to correctthem.

The Reaganbill referred to is all
right asfar asit goes, and its passage
will be a stepin the right direction.
But what the farmers of the country
mostdemand,and the country needs,
is not found in the bill atall, viz., pro-
tection from unjust extortions in
freightratesby railroads engaged in
inter State commerce.

This is just what the New York

attempting too much with our present j4. Memberswerepresentfrom nearly
knowledge, and would probablyresult every Grangein the County, although

in failure. In this respectthe Reagan K R
biH, now pendingin C?)ngress’s mugch the traveling was very bad. The prin-
more wise, as it leaves the railroads cipal topic of discussionwastheforma-

freeto fix any rates they please,only tion of a PomonaGrangein this Coun-
stipulating that they shall be public, = Ater a full interchangeof views, it

and alike to all, and that no moreshall X
be chargedfor a short than for a long was voted, nearly unanimouslyto have

distance." one organized. A petition was then

Although the farmersof the country, circulated,and sent to Worthy Master
who are now being "robbed of their Woodman,who has appointedFeb. 18,
well-earned prftfits," by the transpor- at 1o'clock, p. M. as the time, and we
tation companies, will not be easily haveKetchum'sHall, Charlotte,as the
convincedthat thereshouldbeno Iim_it place of organization. We now hope
to the amount which the companies ;4 trust that Eaton County will wheel

may havea right to chargefor trans- ° . . R X
porting their surplus productsto mar- N0 line w_|th h(-_:'r sistersin the work
ket, yet they will rejoiceto know that of advancing this good and glorious

suchinfluential businessmen as com- cause—theunion and elevation of farm-
posethe " New York Board of Trade
and Transportation,"are using their
influenceto protectthe businessinter-

ests of the country, in some degree, g N
from theimpendingdangerwith which Institute was held, under the auspices

they are threa_tened by th_e u_surping of the County Agricultural Society,
power of the railroad combinations,of several interesting papers were read,
which the NationalGrangehaswarned 5,410 aid was received from outside

the people. The petitions which they the County. Bro. Ezek. Pray, of

have prepared and sent out to our N R
memberso besigned, and transmitted Windsor Grange,No. 619, presidedand

to Congressarecouchedin such truth- Bro. Seth Ketchum, of Charlotte
ful and unmistakabldanguagethat no Grange,No. 67 (Secretary Agricultural
onecan doubttheir sincerity and good society), acted as Secretary. Among
faith. Thefollowingis the petition: the papersread, we noticed the follow-
To the Senate and House of Represen- . "Profits of Draining, by C. E

tatives, in Congressassembled : ing:
" The undersigned, citizens of the Ells, of Charlotte Grange, No. 67;

United States,most respectfully begto Stock Raising and its Relations to
direct the attention of your honorable Farming, by Geo.D. Pray, of Windsor
bodies to the feeling of distrust and Grange, No. 619; The Agriculturalist
alarm which prevails throughout our —His Positionin Society—Whatit is,

country at the rapidly growing power R
of railroad corporationswhich is great- and What it Ought to be, by Duane
ly intensified by their policy of con- Hawkins, PastMasterof Vermontville

sgl!dating underthecomro_l of afew in- Grange,No. 625. The latter paperevi-
dividuals, all of the principal compet- dently set forth some unwholesome
ing roadsfrom the Atlantic to the Pa- {;,ins asit haselicited some discussion
cific seaboard,thus forming gigantic between papersof the County. In the
and powerful organizations, possessing N
afternoonof Jan. 15, the Agricultural

the ability to control absolutelythe in- A ]
dustrial and commercial interests of Societyrenderedits report and elected

our country, and thevalue of its pro- its officers for the ensuingterm. The
ducts. societyhas fallen behind a little during
the pastyear, and its membersmadea

. . clean sweep of its old officers, and

They exerciseand abusetheir power ) .
by discriminating unjustly between elected the following ticket by more
Br;dtljvelg#glysinagngtlt‘)lvciﬂlltlgﬁab%lddgg tlﬁ’é than a two-thirdsmajority : President,
wordsof a United StétesSenatqu_m» Duane Hawkins, Vermontville; Sec-
mittee, "recognize no res(ronsml_llty retary, Esek. Pray, Charlotte; Treas-
but to their stockholders,and no prin- o1 “c. E. Ells, Charlotte; Directors

ciple of action but personaland corpo- X
rate aggrandizement.” for threeyears,Geo.D. Pray, Windsor,

b Realizing the ulr) eBtsS-eed-"f ati]tion and Auson Scott, Chester. All are
y your honorable ies, in whom . i 2

thegup(eme(:ourtofthe United States Pa""’.‘s What does this mean? To
has decidedall neededpower is consti- My mind, it meansthat farmers are
tutionally vested,your petitioners most beginning to think thatif they want

respectfullyand earnestlyask for the f h
early passageof the bill, commonly thel_r k_)usmessattendedtu, they must
known as the Reaganbill, for the reg- putit into farmers'handsto be looked

ulation of inter Statecommerce,and to .
prohibit unjustdiscriminationsby com- gfter,and_thatth_efa_ctof farmersmget
mon carriers: also, that such further ing, talking, thinking, and working
andsupplementalegislation be enacted togetherin the Grangeis beginningto
aswill "protectthe constitutional rights .
of American citizens. havethat favorableinfluenceso much
. desired. Nevertheless,we are losing
Theabovewill be endorsedby every some of our membershiphere, as well
Patrongpd farmer, and th.e)./ only ask as elsewhere,and to try and regain it
in addition that that provision of the and induceothers to join with us, we
bl”. IerdUC.Ed b?,/ Mr. .S.app,of lowa, haveinvited Worthy Master Woodman
which provides " for fixing ratesand N .

o . A to meet with us at Vermontville on
supervising the operations of inter- Feb. 19, to give usoneof his good talks
Statecommerce,"be incorporated into We élsé expect to call on otherguod
the Reaganbill, andit will then be ac-

N . X lecturers of the Order to come and
ceptifbleto the agricultural interests. . .
h b f d il entertainusin the courseof the season.
hT efmﬁm erso quhr O|: e;\‘WI \r(noit | believe our Order has needed more
cheerfully unite wit .t € New YOrX jnstryction and more direction to its
Board of Tra_de.apt_iw_th busmessmenvital forcesfrom the start.
everywherein petitioning Congressfor
this mostimportant measure.
PAW PAw, Feb.12th, 1880.

On the eveningof Jan. 14, and on the
following day and evening,a Farmers'

Yours fraternally,
R. E. BENEDICT.



