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Proper Subjects for Discussion. 
The long winter evenings are about 

being initiated for the seasons of 1880-
81, and all good Patrons and Matrons 
of Subordinate Granges are naturally 
perplexed as ho w to put in best the prec-
ious t ime at regular or special meet-
ings. In order to help them out of the 
dilemma, we would suggest to their 
•onsideration the following subjects of 
discussion, which we clip from the 
Canadian Farmer. The questions pre-
sented are pertinent and timely, and if 
properly and prudently ventilated they 
will eliminate information that will 
be like " bread cast upon the waters, 
to return after many days." And 
more, an intelligent discussion of such 
questions by the prominent and learn-
ed members in the Order will go a 
great ways in advancing the education-
al features of the Grange. Read care-
fully, then cut out and preserve as a 
memoranda: 

How shall we best advaucethe inter-
est of our young people in farming ? 

Is there need for colleges devoted ex-
clusively to agricultural training ? 

Is the burden of taxation equally 
borne by all branches of business—in 
proportion to profit—or does the farm-
er bear an undue proportion ? 

Would it not be more profitable for 
farmers to cultivate less acres and what 
they do, more thoroughly ? 

Which is the most successful method 
of sowing—broadcast or drill ing ? 

Would soiling be a more advantage-
ous method of summer-feeding stock 
than pasturing? 

Secretary J. T. Cobb's Report Tor 1880 
to the State Grange. 

Worthy Master and I'atrona : 
In comingagain before the represen-

tatives of the Subordinate Granges of 
Michigan and our visiting Brothers 
and Sisters of the Order, at this eighth 
session of this body, to render an ac-
count of our stewardship, it is our 
purpose to confine ourselves mainly to 
a statement of the business committed 
to our care by the laws of the Order and 
its Executive officers. As much of its 
financial management is under the di-
rection of your Secretary, we will give 
it our first attention. 

For its maintenance and support the 
Michigan State Grange has few sources 
of revenue. The first and only one 
known to the Order, are the fees and 
dues from Subordinate Granges, which 
it is required shall be paid quarterly to 
the Secretary of the State Grange. The 
second is so meagre as hardly to deserve 
mention, it being a fee of 83, which by 
law and usage finds its way into the 
treasury of the State Grange for each 
Pomona Grange organized in the State 

The third source of revenue comes 
from the sale of such supplies as are 
needed to carry on the business of a 
Subordinate Grange, and which for the 
sake of convenience we keep in our of-
fice and forward by mail or express on 
all cash orders. From this source we 
have been able annually to pay over a 
small sum to the State Treasurer. 

The fourth source of revenue,—the 
publication of the GRANGE VISITOR,— 
was not instituted and has never been 
relied on as a revenue measure. Though 
first ordered published by the Execu-
tive Committee to provide a means of 
communication between the State and 
Subordinate Granges, and relieve to 
some ex1 en t the Master's office from cor-
respondence, and the Executive Com-
mittee flSm the expense of issuing cir-
culars from time to time,yet we find the 
GRANGE VISITOR has each year come 
forward with its little balance to add to 
the general fund. 
The fees and dues collected for the , 
fiscal year 1880, amount to S3,033 00 Amount received for the organiza-tion of four Pomona Granges was 1; The orders for supplies sold during the year number 637, for which we received $553 32 Amount paid for supplies 414 0.i Leaving a profit balance of 139 30 

untof jipts of Treasu S'5184 30 

T H E GRANGE VISITOR 
now occupies an important place in the 
great work of the Order, as indicated by 
the growth and extent of its circulation. 
Our receipts for the fiscal year 1880, 
were: 
From subscriptions «2,389 56 From advertising 403 74 Total receipts S2.793 30 
The expense attending its pub-

lication was: 
For the 24 editions «2,077 82 
" wrapping paper 16 11 " mailing machine 15 50 " •' lists 35 00 " " books 6 00 " traveling and inciden-tal expenses 50 61 
" freight and drayage.. 17 26 " clerk hire 227 50 " postage 166 20 Total cost »2,612 00 

ng a credit balance of 8 181 30 
This is a much better showing than 

we expected. The enormous advance 
in paper after it had been determined 
by the Executive Committee to enlarge 
the VISITOR fifty per cent., threatened 
to more than absorb the few hundred 
dollars of profit that had been saved the 
previous year, and nothing but the ef-
forts of its friends in securing about 
1,-500 new subscribers to its list, saved 
it from becoming a tax upon the treas-
ury of the State Grange. 

The advanced price of paper has not 
been maintained, and other things be-
ing only equal, the VISITOR, if contin-
ued in size, frequency of issue and make 
up, as at present, should another year 
leave a much larger balance in the 
treasury. 

Those of you who are familiar with 
the history of the VISITOR, will remem-
ber its unpretending size and meager 
subscription list at the end of its first 
volume, although we had a member-
ship in the State at that time of several 
thousand more than we now have. 

Unlike the Order, it was established 
to serve. Its growth has been gradual, 
each year showing a positive increase 
of subscribers, until, as we look back 
over these years of its history, it seems 

to have passed from that uncertain con-
dition of experiment that characterizes 
every new venture, to a state of estab-
lished permanence. 

From time to time it has taken on 
greater size and been a little more pre-
tentious in appearance, until its claim 
toa respectable standing is now gener-
ally recognized, and we believe it is 
second to no other of the class to which 
it belongs, in its make up and general 
appearance. 

In its management we have endeav-
ored to keep within the constitutional 
restrictions of the Order when discuss-
ing questions about which among our 
readers, an honest difference of opinion 
exists. How well we have succeeded in 
this we must leave for others to deter-
mine. 

That it serves a valuable purpose in 
maintaining the integrity of the Order, 
and exerts a vitalizing influence among 
the members wherever freely circulated, 
we confidently believe. 
The narrow views of the objects of the 

Order at first entertained by a large 
proportion of its membership, in com 
mon with the general public, can be 
enlarged in no other way so effectually 
as by continual reading of a Grange pa-
per that claims for the farmer equal 
chances in the field of political prefer-
ment, and persistently labors for the 
restoration of our power and intlueuce 
in the affairs of government, to the end 
that our material interests now tram-
meled and subject to unjust and capri-
cious exactions may be secured for our-
selves and those who follow our voca-
tion in the year3 to come. The truisms 
of our Declaration of Purposes must be 
persistently pressed upon the attention 
of Patrons, and of farmers outside the 
gate so far as they can be reached. 

The sphere of usefulness and benefit 
of such a paper is not confined to the 
Order. Whatever of benefit comes to 
us as Patrons, in some degree comes to 
our fellow farmers, oy" every effort of 
theGrangeto improve the Order; and 
we note with satisfaction that the sup-
port from outside, is fully keeping pace 
with the increase from our own mem-
bership. The influence of a journal de-
voted to any special work is so well 
understood, that we have a right to ex-
pect every earnest Patron will make 
some effort to extend the circulation of 
the VISITOR beyond the confines of the 
Order. With that duty faithfully per-
formed, the subscription list of the VIS-
ITOR would double within three months, 
and the objects sought to be attained by 
Patrons would be sooner secured. 

We have referred to the receipts of our 
office from various sources, and as the 
report of the Executive Committee will 
cover all matters relating to disburse-
ments, we see no occasion to recite what 
would in their report be repeated. 

With the approval of the Worthy 
Master, who kindly consented to pro-
vide for and see to the make-up of the 
VISITOR during our absence, we left 
early in March to carry into effect a 
long cherished purpose of visiting the 
Golden State of the Pacific coast. 

Returning early in May we resumed 
our work for the Order. Some account 
of our ramblings appeared from time to 
time in the VISITOR, though to this 
t ime we have failed to complete and 
publish all our record of what we made 
note of at the time. Other matters 
nearer home have so engaged our at-
tention that we have nearly last sight 
of all those new made friends and 
pleasant scenes that for the time en-
gaged our attention. 

At an informal meeting of the Exec-
utive Committee at the Agricultural 
College In June last, it was determined 
to accept an invitation from the Master 
of Ingham County Grange to hold the 
annual State Picnic on the grounds of 
the Michigan Central Agricultural So-
ciety near the city of Lansing, August 12, 
and we were directed to make.arrange-
ments for special rates over the several 
railroads touching Lansing. This work 
was done, and although the meeting 
was a pronounced success in every par-
ticular, yet we have reason to believe a 
thousand more people would have at-
tended if the railroads could have fur-
nished transportation to all those desir-
ing to go. . 

The Patrons of Ingham County are 
deserving of great credit for their efforts 
to entertain friends from a distance. 

These annual gatherings of Patrons 
from distant parts of the State, like 
these annual sessions of the State 
Grange, serve to bring together for con-
sultation and recreation large numbers 
of the Order, and are of such manifest 
advantage that we lodk upon annual 
State picnic meetings as an established 
institution. 

The passenger agents of the several 

railroads of the State no longer hesitate 
to make the necessary arrangements 
for our accommodation, so far as they 
are able, at the uniform rate of two 
cents jier mile each way, whenever we 
have occasion to ask for such arrange* 
ments. 

PLASTER. 
The plaster interest, which at each 

returning session has been presented as 
a question for discussion, otters at this 
time a new feature. 

From Day & Taylor we learn that the 
manufacturers of plaster have agreed to 
fix the price of land plaster at $2.50 per 
ton on track at Grand Rapids. This is 
the maximum price agreed upon be-
tween the Executive Committee and 
Msssrs. Day & Taylor, and while it is 
not at all exorbitant, is probably fairly 
remunerative to the manufacturers. By 
the unwise course adopted aud persist-
ed in by the manufacturers for several 
years, the farmers of the State have 
mainly bought plaster at or below cost. 
The present agreement indicates that 
the Michigan plaster war has ended. I t 
has been a prolonged fight. And to 
that loyalty to principle, fair dealing, 
and unfaltering tenacity of Bros. Day 
& Taylor are the Patrons of Michigan 
indebted for this practical vindication 
of the position taken by them five years 
ago when the plaster association under-
took to compel the intervention of an 
agent between themselves aud the con-
sumer. Messrs. Day & Taylor have 
at great expense established their busi-
ness, and with facilities second to no 
other manufacturers in the State,are pre-
pared to supply Patrons with pure fine-
ly ground plaster. That the Patrons 
who have stood by this firm through 
these years will continue both as a mat-
ter of duty aud interest to give them 
their patronage, we cannot doubt. 

CONDITION OK T H E ORDER. 
The Worthy Master and Stat." Lec-

turer have been in the field, and min-
gled with the members of the Order 
throughout the State, and their reports 
• to you, will give more exact informa-
tion of the condition of the Order than 
we are able to giye ¡from our official 
stand point. 

That we have not lost ground within 
the year every department of our busi-
ness would seem to iudicate. 

Of fees and dues we have received 
$118.47 more than for the year 1879, and 
of supplies, we have sold more than 
twice the amount of the previous year. 
This was partly owing to the complete-
ness of the collection published with 
the revised By-Laws of the last' State 
Grange which have found a very ready 
sale, aud to the demand for the sixth or 
revised edition of the Ritual. All goods 
kept as supplies have been in demand. 

These facts, taken in connection with 
the growth of the VISITOR—all indica-
tions of the growth of the Order—clear-
ly point in one direction and we assume 
that the real working force has lost 
none of its faith aud none of its zeal in 
the good work. 

We have shown a small increase of 
receipts during the year to the tr«asury 
of the State Grange, and, as the report 
of the Executive Committee will show, 
a larger cash balance at the close of the 
fiscal year than for the previous year. 

But with this encouraging faet before 
us, another fact not so flattering ifj often 
pressed upon our attention. 

The demand for some help—some-
thing to stimulate the sluggish and 
dormant members of inactive and pas-
sive Granges, thatwhile not dead, have 
little vitality, and really must have 
outside aid to keep them from falling 
into a condition of decay that will end 
in death—this demand comes to us so 
often, and with such earnestness, that 
we continually feel the importance ol 
some more effective lecture system. 
We know that an empty treasury is a 
reflection upon the business manage-
ment of any organization, and isa con-
dition that should not be permitted, 
yet we believe no better security for its 
future healthy condition can be taken, 
than by a judicious use of some of the 
surplus luudson hand in the payment 
of competent lecturers for labor among 
the Subordinate Granges of the State. 
Not in seaching the unwritten work of 
the Order, but in lectures in Grange 
halls and open to the public, upon the 
subjectof transportation, the inefficien-
cy and expensiveness of our judicialsys-
tem, and such other questions as by our 
Declaration of Purposes clearly come 
within the scope of the declared objects 
of this organization. 

Through some legislative committee, 
or otherwise, before the close of this ses-
sion, we shall probably ask of the rep-
resentatives of the people who will soon 
occupy these halls, for some legislation 
in the Interest of those we represent. 

Can we not answer this demand for 
aid, strengthen the Order and increase 
its membership, maintain its finan-
cial soundness and make our influence 
felt, not only among the people, but by 
our law makers, by inaugurating some 
lecture system that shall not be more 
expensive than the State Grange treas-
ury cull safely carry? 

This organization of farmers has 
come to be recognized, not only by 
its own members, who are supposed 
to best understand its objects, but 
also by the press of the country, by oth-
er organizations of people, anil by the 
agricultural department of this "great 
country, as the leading spirit in the 
march of agricultural progress which is 
bringing the farmers of our laud to a 
higher social aud educational condition, 
and we must not rest satisfied with the 
routine work of regular meetings, but 
persist in an aggressive policy, not upon 
the rights of other classes, but tor the 
recovery of our own. 

It is a no longer a questiou whether 
we are in earnest or not; that uoint has 
been settled. 

The State Lecturer has, no doubt, 
done what he could, but the field is 
large, and demands for its successful 
cultivation more laborers, to the end 
that the good seed already sown may 
everywhere bear fruit. No one man, 
however capable and faithful, can meet 
all the demands upon him, or dojustice 
to the work. 

We venture to submit these thoughts 
for your consideration, relying on that 
care and caution which has always 
characterized this body and its Execu-
tive Committee, for a safe disposition of 
the suggestions offered. 

Two years ago, before this Capitol— 
the pride of our State — had received 
the finishing stroke of the architect, 
this State Grange of Michigan were in 
possession of this Hall, by invitation of 
the Stat" officers having in charge this 
property of the State. These years have 
come and gone, as others will come and 
go; and to us who have devoted our 
time aud our best energies to the work 
of the Order, no fact is more obviously 
true than this: that the spirit of prog-
ress and improvement which character-
izes this nineteenth century has per-
meated the agricultural class of this 
country, and even now lends brightness 
to the horizon of our Natiou'3 future 
life. But hopeful as we are, and confi-
dent of ultimate success, we think we 
see in the near future a mighty strug-
gle between the people on the one hand, 
and on the other, the giant corpora-
tions that have in a score of years grown 
to such colossal size and strength, as to 
threaten, by their insiduous arts, venal 
practices, and audacious claims, to over-
ride and trample upon the rights of the 
people, ruthlessly appropriate the re-
sults of their labor, and give direction 
to the legislative departments of both 
the State and the National govern-
ments. There is much work.to do, and 
the self-assumed responsibility of lead-
ing in this work belongs to the Order 
of Patrons of Husbandry. It is grat-
ifying to know that we have attracted 
to our aid commercial and other in-
fluences that recognize the capricious 
tvranny of unrestrained corporations. 
With such vast interests at stake, and 
such a large proportion of our people 
interested, we believe that organized 
effort will educate the people to such an 
understanding of the situation, that, at 
no distant day, we shall see the ripe 
fruits of that Declaration of Purposes 
which proclaimed to the world that 
" We mutually resolve to labor for the 
good of our Order, ;our country, and 
mankind." 

- And now, brother and sister Patrons, 
present or absent — not unmindful of 
the many evidences of your confidence 
and good will, and confidently believ-
ing that your devotion to the objects of 
the Order will successfully provide for 
carrying on its legitimate work — we 
surrender to you, for your disposal, the 
official responsibilities assumed by us 
at your command, and, with no abate-
ment of our Interest in and love for this 
grand organization, which has under-
taken so much for the American farm-
er,with your permission weshall return 
again to the less exacting labors of our 
own private affairs. J. T. COBB. 

LOTS of people are ready to rob Peter 
to pay Paul, but they get tired wheu 
their job is half done: they neglect to 
pay Paul. 

A WOMAN should never accept a 
lover without the consent of her 
heart, nor a husband without the con-
sent of her judgment. 


