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EDITORIALS

WORDS/PICTURES

THIS EDITION OF THE GREENERSIDE breaks new ground for the editorial staff:
pictures instead of words. We are presenting a pictorial essay of the Field Day,
the Invitational, and the Golf Championship. Being the kind of year it has been,
we exhausted all our words and let the camera do the work. Someone did say "a
picture is worth a thousand words".

JIM GILLIGAN

OFF SEASON

WITH DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME gone for another season, it is a pleasure to go
to work in the daylight hours and regain the lost hour of sleep. Also the frost
thaws earlier, eliminating those dreaded frost delays on Saturday mornings. If we
stayed on Standard Time all year we wouldn't have those long days in the summer.
Something to think about.

Most of the leaves have fallen, littering the landscape with a sparkling hue. It
hurts sometimes to herd those beautiful leaves into a leaf mulcher, but the game
of golf must be played and no lost balls.

Soon our attention will be focused on snow warnings and snow plows, and
ice, and cold, and paddle tennis at -5° F.

The Greenerside will have a booth again at Expo '87, visit us and share some
thoughts about the newsletter and maybe consider joining us next year.

We wish everyone a joyous Thanksgiving and happy Holiday Season!

JIM GILLIGAN

PGA LESSON NO. 1:

Don't get stumped by the Stimpmeter

PALM BEACH GARDENS—Not everyone who attends the PGA Championship was
an avid golf fan, and that's OK. One of the best parts about a big event like this
is the thrill of discovery. One need not know Italian to enjoy an opera, nor is it
necessary to break down and reassemble an engine as preparation for a day at
the Grand Prix of Palm Beach.

What do you say when a term totally alien comes up in conversation?
Stimply rolling along...

The one that might be bandied about the most, however, is the daily Stimpmeter
rating for PGA National's Champion Course. Only Richter scale readings are dis-
cussed as much and understood as little.

Actually, Stimpmeters were largely unknown—even to the golf course superin-
tendents who use them most today—until the last 10 years or so. It seems Edward
S. Stimpmeter was a great idea man but a lousy publicist. Some 40 years ago he
came up with a simple but effective means of measuring the putting speed of
greens. The world's major golfing bodies have come to gauge the readiness of
tournament sites with this contraption.

The Stimpmeter is no meter at all, and it's as user friendly as a yardstick. A
36-inch section of rain gutter would work as well, providing it were milled to
specs and sold for an exorbitant amount through a Nevada Bob's mail-order
catalog. The established procedure is to place a golf ball on one end of the green
trough, lift the thing slowly until the ball rolls off a perch and down the ramp,
and measure how far the ball rolls. Do it three times in one direction, then turn
around and repeat the steps. The average of all the distances is your Stimp number,
measured in feet.

No concrete comparisons

Luke Majorki keeps his Stimpmeter sheathed in a cardboard box and carries
it around PGA National like a royal scepter. Across the sprawling property, which
includes four championship courses, there is only one Stimpmeter.

Extensive testing conducted by The Palm Beach Post Friday produced astounding
results to the contrary.

A flat expance of concrete carries a Stimp rating of about 31.5. Findings may
vary slightly if the test balls don't get rerouted by pebbles and cigarette butts the
way these did. Tile floors measure somewhere higher than 40. It's impossible to
be more exact because Majorki ran out of office floor space before test balls ran
out of steam.

Courtesy: Dave George, The Green Sheet
Reprint from Palm Beach Post
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In Water Soluble Bags

* SAFE
* CONVENIENT
- ECONOMICAL

CORPORATION

1049 Somerset Street, P.O. Box 10
Somerset, NJ 08873 (201)247-8000
Toll Free Numbers:

1-800-524-1662 (East of Mississippi)
1-800-524-1663 (West of Mississippi)

Improve your putting
surfaces with the
Greens King® IV and
Turf Groomer™,

Exclusive roller design fea- The knife blades rotate The horizontal reel follows
tures bevelled edges to through slots in the front roll- closely behind to clip grass
pucker-up horizontal ers, slicing horizontal runners  while it's standing straight,
runners. before they lie down. for faster, truer greens with-

out lowering height of cut.

Golfers will notice
the difference.

Sales Inc.

211 Yardville-Hamilton Square Rd.
P. O. Box 11126

Yardville, New Jersey 08620
609-585-2300

JEP

Specialists in Turf Maintenance Equipment

REEL BLADE REEL BLADE

Conventional Spin Grinding  Relief grinding results in
causes heavy contact be- very little contact between
tween reel and bed knife reel and bed knife resulting
and will cause extreme heat in longer life, a better cut,
build-up, a poor cut, and and less strain on Hydraulic
cause strain on Hydraulic Reel Motors.

driven mowers.

PRECISION GRINDING
Riverdale Power Equipment
Turf Equipment Repair
90 Hamburg Turnpike
Riverdale, New Jersey 07457

831-9161
Call Charlie for Price Information

PARTAC

GOLF COURSE
TOP-DRESSING

AMERICAS PREMIUM TOP-DRESSING
HEAT TREATED
AVAILABLE IN BULK OR BAGS
ALSO HIGH-SAND MIXES, CONSTRUCTION MIXES,
AND DIVOT REPAIR MIXES
DISTRIBUTED IN NJ. BY:

FARM & GOLF COURSE SUPPLY FISHER & SON CO.
HOWARD SCOTT, 215-483-5000 FRANK FISHER, 215-644-3300

PRO-LAWN PRODUCTS GRASS ROOTS TURF PRODUCTS
ANDY MULICK, 201-967-9124 KEN KUBIK, 201-361-5943

INGRID KERN, 215-750-1732 JONATHAN GREEN & SONS
TURF PRODUCTS CORP. RIP RIPPEL, 201-566-6540

ERNIE RIZZIO, 201-263-1234 ED BARBANO, 609-848-0551

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, NEW JERSEY 07838

201-637-4191
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