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WINTER IMJUPY TO TURF

Horthern Courses; The exceptionally cold weather this wrinter
wnich prevailed for long periods over wmuch of the country has caused
considerable concern among golf csourse officials as to the likelihood
of damage to turf,

‘ The common grasses used on golf ‘courses in the liorth are
rarely killed by cold vieathor, Therefore, .even the unusually low
temperatures of recent months have in all provahility ot injured
northern golf tur?.

The extensive and neavy bloniet of spow that covercd nost
of our northern stotés” did, hovever, provide conditions favorable for
the development of snovmold in mony sections, This type of .injury is
discussed in a separatc article -below,

The extreacly cold weather in seetions where there was little
snow covering resulted in freezing the ground to unusuxl dopths. Freez=
ing of this ®type, contrary to popular belicef, does not kill our cormon
northern turf grasses. On the contriry, freezing of the soil has a
decidedly benecficial &ffcet from the grass standpoint.

Some golf club orfieials have erfericined the hope that the
unusually severe winter may have done great damage to the varigus pests
of golf turf, Unfortunately, Shere is slim evidence to justilly oncourage-
rent of that hope. No doubt all the 1ittle Ptugs and the fungi thot cause
discasus of turf during the playing scason will be ready whon the time
comes to tece up for the usual sumzer's mabch agninst the greenkeepér and
his team,.

Injury to turf often occurs when iec forms in pools of water
collected in poorly druined arcas., This type of injury is cxpected to
be less than thut which occurs in yvears of frequent thaws. However,
somo or such damage ray still develop on northern courses.

Southern Courses: Southern golf clubs, particularly those along
the northern border gf the Bormuda grass belt, are likely to find that
the unusually cold wenther this winter has killed ruch of tho Bermuda
grass. This injury is likely to be nost common ih turf that is kept cut
close, as in the putting greens end the tees. Fortunctely, in many
sections the grass was protected from the most intonse cold by a2 blanket
of snovi.




Clubs located irn the regions wiere unusually cold woather
preveiled viithout snow protection should be prepared to do extensive
rosoeding as soon as it-is evident how much of the Beruuda grass has
been killed,

in early application of. fertilizer will prove of much value
in thickening the 1n3urud Bernuda grass where the domage has not been
severe cnough to require resceding. Light discing with ‘the discs set
as straight as possible, followed by dragging with a brush-harrow or
other -smoothing devies .and. then rolling; ill also serve to- spuoed.
recovery.

SKOVIKOLD DISKASE

It is likely thot the injury from snowmold on golf courses

11 be for snore extensive this year than it has becn for severzl
ycars. It has occurred this year on courses ruch farther south tha
where it is commonly found. Tho continuous cold no doubt prevented
fur greater domage to turf thon might have oeccurred had therc been
the customary prolonged and graducl thaws during the winter. If
ground it well fwozer when tha f1r5u srow arrives 2nd the snow nelts
little during the winter, the: snoviold hzs dlmost no opportunity to
develop. Therefore, courses where this condition prevailed in
general have suffercd little from this discase this year,

In some sections of the country snow foell before the ground
vwas frozen and the subsequent heavy falls served to insulate the zround
from the cxtrome cold, with the result that the temperature at the
surfnce of the soil was suificiently high to perrit thc mold to dovelop.
This was particularly *the case under hoavy drifts of snow. In such
instances snowmold ipjury has bechk common,

In the ecase of many courses covercd for a long period with
a, hcawy blanket of snow, tho Uold'weather continuwed until the ropid
thaw in late Februa ry. This thaw removed practieally =11 of the snow
within a period of a few days, which permitted tho diseasc too short
a time to develop cay serious turf injury.

Vhere all the snow did not diszppoor promptly cduring this
thaw, there has been far morc injury since snovanold is decidedly
encouraged by gradual theowing.

Senside bent as usucl has been injured by snowmold - in a
genoral way far more seoriously than have been tho other bent grasses
grown on ;o‘f courses.

At the time this is written the full extent of the damago
from snowvmold cannot be determined, The disease may develop for
several more weeks under favorcbhle climnatic conditions,

Treatment for Snovamold: In many instonces the turf has becn
completely killed in patches and these areas should be patched as
carly in the spring as possible. If this is impracticnl, theo dead
aroas should be raked or discod lizhtly and seeded us soon as possible.




Where the disease has occurred it would be well to treat the
turf with corrosive sublimcte at once to kill the nwold and prevent
further spread in the ovent of woather favorable for its development
within the next few weeks, This treatment will not restore turf already
injured but will insure aogainst extension of the damage.

Since much of the turf injured by snowmold is not completely
killed, it will be restored as soon as new blades of grass are produced
by the plants that have survived in the affected areas. A liberal
application of fertilizer containing quickly available nitrogen as soon
as growch starts will hasten the recovery of turf that has been thinned
out by snovmold,

" The late fall treatments with fungicides as worked out by the
Green Section staff a few years ugo have again demonsitrated their
cffoctiveness in preventing oxtensive dammage by snowmold. It wms reocently
ostimatod by o greenkecper in the Twin Citices .district that 90% of thc
putting groens in that region arc given the fall preventative treatments
as an insurance against snowmold, T

Detailed directions for the prevention of snowmold are
available in the Green Section Bulletins that have becn sent to United
States Golf Associntion momber. clubs,

WEED CONTROL TESTS .

The Greoen Section is conducting a series of tests with chenical
weed-killers in cooperation with golf clubs throughout the country. These
tcsts are nade prineipully with the purpose of controlling fairway vecds.

lany tests at the Arlington turf garden and elsewhere hove given results
th&u varrant more extensive testse. If any member club is partlculwrly
intercsted in this work and wishus Yo cooperate or to keep in touch with
‘the tests being conducted in its neighborhood, ve will be glad to furnish
full information, ' '

STASONAL REMINDERS

Overhauling Equiprient: On northern courses the winter is the best
time of the your for overhauling and repairing equipment, Unfortunately
on many. tourses little or no provision is made for winter work of any kind,
Wherc this type of “rork has not been done alrcady no time should he lost
in attending %o 1t.

The best time to mke mojor repairs is when therc is sufficient
time to put a piece of equipment out of use long enough to do a good job.
Thorouzh overhaulins of equipment during the winter and spring months
of'ten sives much time, money and unpleasant situations caused by breakdovms
during <the basy playing soasons

Tho roduced budgets of reccnt years have made it neecessary to
use rmuch of the equipment on ;olf coursos boyond its normal span of
usciulnessa.

Roplacing BEquipmenti AS ovcrhaullnb is being dene a complete
appraisal of cquipment can be made, ractical limitations on repairs
should be recognized and -orn.out cqulpmcnt should be replaced at once,
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should.be

N
It is important to recognize the possible life of machines nt this time of
year rather than to woit for them to break down just before an impeortant
tournanent or when they are being overworked during the busiest scason even
without a tournament,

&4 thoroush inventory not only of the major equipment but also the
snaller items, such ns flag-poles, cups and rckes, should bo made. If this
has not been dono during the winter, advantage sheuld bo taken of some of
the bad wenther in spring, when regular mork is held up, to mcke such ¢
inventory. An order for replocericnts now and o little repair work and pwint-
ing will soave mony delays and conplaints during the rush days soon to come.

Informatvion: While referring to overhouling and repairs of course
ogquiprent, it is well not to forjet the most important piece of ecquipment
usod in mointaining o modern jolf course - the grecnkeepor's mind. Perhops
there are a fow worn-oubt or antiguated parts there in the form of theories
or so-called proctical idexs. Perhaps some of thesc ideas had better be
scrapped and replaced, others may need only a feow ropairs and adjustments,
wiile others nay need simply o 1little polishing ond sharpening by rubbing
against similar ideas from other minds, either.through personsl contact or
through the printed pagce

The club assunes thé bill for the parts and replaeemonts in the
mowing equipment for the course, so vhy not include at least part. or the
expense involved in improvements in the nent“l equlnnent to be used on the
course? :

Library: It is argued that the p“rtlculﬁr picca Of equloment
mentioncd nbove does not belony to the club and may lexve at any time,

Repardless of the merits of this contention, thor seens no reason~blo
argunont o ainst the club assu“ind the bill for o roeasonably good '
collcction 'of books, bullctins wund pamphlets. to become a perncnont part

of the preenkecping eqalpﬂrnt Throughout the sexson a modern grecnkeeper
Yiho knows how to use bools will find plenty of occasions for = handy library.

The Green Seetion office is always glad to furnish suggestions
os to suitcble books or pamphlcets on the various subjects pertaining to
srecnlzecping.

» Pruning Trecs: .  Thore otill remvins o short tin¢ %o prunc treos:
beforc the leaves couo out on our norticrn courses. Winter and early
spring ~re the best times Tor pruning trees. At that season. there is
tine to do a careful job ~nd the litter is not ns objectionablo then os
in the sengon of heavy play. .lso, there is less tinme consunmed ot thot
seasen in explaining to mombers that there is no intention to cut down
everything: but mercly to prunc to advantage

Jr Cireulation: " iueh of the oxtensive loss of. turf throughout
the Middle West last summer served to omphnasizo further the importanco
of adequeto cir cireculation over putiting sreens ond tees. Bofore tho

laying secson is in full swing necessary tree pruning should be done
with « +viow to reducing such damage to turf next sumner,

Plentans Trees: Tuinlkting of thinnin; trces serves as o reninder
thot there is. still tine to plant a fow moro treess It is not nOcossarily
contradictory to. be thinnin; branches or even cuttiing out trees ot the

same tino onc is planting; nowv onese” Therc are proper places for trecs on
every ;01f courso.



Drainnge: During the wot poriods in the spring when vork is
delayed there should be a thorough checking of low areas wherc woter
stands on the course, particulorly on putting grecns, Disgroms or

c:reful notes will serve to reomind the grecnkaeper of the most
inportant low arcos so that 2t the ecrliest opportunity they may be
properly drcined eor the sod lifted ond reploced sfter the depression
is filled.

Low arcas on golf courses arce tee ofton handled in ruch the
scme manner as the leaky roof of the shiftless home-owrer; nomely, in
wet wreather the job cannot be done and in dry weuther it is not necded,
A well-denc job of 1ifting sod and £illing in low aress in the spring
may prevent a bip decd pateh of turf in the middle of swmmer when play
is heovicst and when there is even less time to do the job than in the
spring.

Southern Greens: On Scutherrn courses with putiing greens of
ryezrass or redtop fer wrinter play, brownpateh at this season becones
nore active, Trectments with the rmorcury fungicides will help motorially

in retaining the winter grusscs in jood condition for a longer period
until the warmer wenther provides favornblie growth conditions for the
Bermuda grass,
Spring Secding: Lote suwmer or enrly fall sceediny of nortiwcrn

asses is ruch te be preforred to spring scediy., However, zood stand
01 gress may be obtained by pilanting ot 2ay time of the year, Vhere turz
is sufficicntly thin to Juotl y resceding, it is adviscble te sced in the
spring at as carly < date as rossibloe,

s

Fertilizing Falrunys: Those clubs which ceonteuplate fertilizin
fairways Tils spring should do so as soon as pessible, espoclally if tl
turf is ordinarily hneavily infosbed with crab;rass., Fertilizer should be.
applicd more liberally in the fall than in the spring vhere crabgross is
an important rest,

:

Closing Grucns: Putting greens that zre rot well drained and

SIS

which are builv with soil that tends to puddle budly when wet should
be closed during the spring vhen soft =nd saturated with water. Sandy
or well-drained sreens are not scrivusly injured at such times, ¥When
not practieanl to close greons during wet pericds, it is well to at
lcast place the ecup near the front corncr of the green so there may be
as little stranpling ns rossiblc across the whole green,




