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USGA COMPETITIONS: FOR 1950

Curtis Cup Maich: Sept. 4 and 5 at Country Club of Buffalo, Williamsville, N. Y.
Women's amateur teams, British Isles vs. United States.
(Dates entries close mean last dates for applications to reach USGA office, except in the case of the

Amateur Public Links Championship. For possible exceptions in dates of Sectional Qualifying Rounds,
see entry forms.)
. Sec;g’angzl ch conshi
Championshit e R e Dares " Venue
Open June 8-9-10 Merion G. C. (East)
Ardmore, Pa.
Amat. Public Links —— *June 4 Team: July 1  Seneca G. C.
to 18 Indiv.: July 3-8 Louisville, Ky.
Junior Amateur June 26 tJuly 11 July 19-22 Denver C. C.
Denver, Colo.
Amateur July 24 tAugust 8 August 21-26  Minneapolis G. C.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Girls’ Junior August 11 —— Aug. 28—Sept. 1 Wanakah C. C,

Hamburg, N.Y.
Women’s Amateur August 10 Aug. 24-25 September 11-16 Atlanta A.C. (E. Lake)
Atlanta. Ga.

- date in each Section fixed by Sectional Chairmen  tExcept Indianapolis, July 6; Salt Lake Cit
E,m.lcu’le ;;t\‘l’h'genix,c July 8; St. Louis ond Charlotte, July 10.  1Except Honolulu, July 31; Salt Lake City, Aog.' ;:
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held at the St. Andrew’s Golf Club, Mr.
Havemeyer was among those who en-
visioned the need for a national authority
in golf.

He assisted in the formation of the
USGA, was named its first President,
donated a permanent trophy for the
Amateur Championship, and was host-
extraordinary during the first USGA
Amateur and Open Championships at
Newport in October, 1895.

New Magazines

When it comes to golf, the Metropoli-
tan New York area is divided into three
parts, like Gaul—Westchester County,
Long Island, and northern New Jersey.
Such are the complications of suburban
travel that only rarely do golfers from
one part cross fairways with those from
another part.

It occurred to Johnny Dolan and Sid
Dorfman, who do their golfing in New
Jersey, that these tripartite golfers might
like to sit down together through the
pages of a monthly magazine, and with
that thought “The Metropolitan Golfer”
was born. The first issue appeared in
May, with a dozen feature instructional
articles, ~foreign correspondence by
Leonard Crawley, and news items.

Dolan and Dorfman seem to have
played the first hole in par.

The Women’s Golf Association of
Philadelphia, starting its 53rd year, has
distributed the first issue of Par-Tee
Lines. The purpose of the sprightly four-
page folder, edited by Eleanor Jones, is
to keep the members informed of all
newsy goings-on within the Association.
It will be published “now and then.”

Low-Downest Course

The Del Rio Country Club in the
Imperial Valley at Brawley, Cal., claims
to be the low-downest golf course in the
country. At one point it is 120 feet
below sea level.

SPORTSMAN’S CORNER

It is by no means uncommon for tournament
golfers to call penalty strokes on themselves,
many times with no one else having seen a
rule violated. There are numerous cases of
meticulous adherence to the code by the top
players.

In the recent Greenbrier tournament (at White
Sulphur Springs, W. Va.), Ed Furgol, Detroit
professional, went out of his way to keep to
the letter of the rules. On the 13th hole Furgol
flew one wide of the fairway and deep into
the rough.

He hit a provisional ball also. After a short
search, his caddie found what appeared to be
his first ball, not more than a wedge pitch from
the green, while the alternate ball was at least
a No. 5 iron away. It was the same make ball
Furgol was using and brand-new, to boot.

But it had a 5 on it, and Furgol believed he
had hit o 2. With that doubt in his mind,
Furgol took the penalty shot and played the
alternate ball, ending vp with a bogey 5 on
the hole. Under any circumstance, Furgol could
have played the first ball without any chance
of eriticism, and had a good chance at a birdie 3.

His amateur partners also took 5s, and it
ended counting heavily against them. But they
admired Ed’s sportsmanship.

~—LAWRENCE RoBiNsoN

Reprinted by permission from the
NEw York WoRLD-TELEGRAM AND SUN

Golfers Beware!

Are you one of those golfers who:

Hold used wooden tees between their

lips?

After putting on the green, wipe a

blemish off the ball with the tongue?

Pick up a blade of grass or a little

flower off the course and dangle it
from the lips?

If so, the National Safety Council has
a bit of advice for you. Don’t do it!

On these inconsequential things there
may be enough arsenate of lead or an-
other poisonous substance being used
against insect plagues to give you a severe
stomach-ache.

Many clubs have used tons of the
deadly powdered white lead, and there
is danger to your innards if enough of
the poisons accumulate,
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Milk for the Caddies

By JOHN P. CASTLEMAN

Cnamrman, GoLr ComMITTEE, LouisvitLE CounTry Crus, LouisviLLg, Xy.

Members of the Louisville Country
Club are distributing 6,500 bottles of
milk among their 100 caddies this season
in an unusual welfare program which
rewards both parties.

Each caddie is treated to a half-pint
bottle of milk as he walks off the ninth
green. The cost of the program is
defrayed by a charge on each member
of 5 cents a round.

The members are so enthusiastic about
the program that they rarely, any more,
walk impatiently toward the 10th tee.
They insist that their caddies take advan-
tage of the free milk and wait until
the boys have finished before teeing off.

Balanced Diets

John Collis is one of our many mem-
bers who find it gratifying from the
players’ standpoint. “The boys are more
courteous and more workmanlike,” he
said. “I don’t believe any boys can
fail to appreciate the good will behind
such a practice.”

New caddies are initiated into the
system without ado by veterans of the
milk plan. “I don’t give a dern what
they did there,” one was overheard to
say, “at this Club you drink it and like
it.”

It is now three years since the plan
was inaugurated and it has won the
approval of doctors, dentists and dieti-
tians. The Louisville Country Club
hopes the plan will be copied by clubs
from coast to coast.

Some of the boys who caddie in Louis-
ville, like some boys who caddie else-
where, do not receive a regular, balanced
diet. Realization of this fact was the
first step in formulating the free-milk
plan, which already has resulted in the
distribution of 13,500 bottles. The club
does not believe that its plan will
completely correct deficient diets, but it
does believe it helps the situation to some
extent.

There seemed a possibility at the
outset that any plan to distribute free
milk to caddies might work to the dis-
advantage of the club professional, Eddie
Williams, because it would operate in
competition with the tonic stand. Wil-
liams brushed this aside and volunteered
to administer the plan himself. “Our
caddies are assets to the club,” Williams
said. “We want healthy boys. We want
boys who know the members think of
them as people, not just ball-hawks.”

The only remaining obstacle to fruition
of the plan was to wean the boys away
from a steady diet of carbonated bever-
ages. The members took care of that
by insisting that the boys try it for a
while, at least. Milk made the grade.

“We have established a relationship
that will stick in later years,” one member
told me. “It’s going to be hard to con-
vert these boys to any of the current
‘isms’ after they have seen the leading
doctors, lawyers and merchants of their
town take time out to see that they get
their milk.” :

The free-milk plan has created a warm
spot in our club life that we all share.
And we'’re going to keep it that way.

ON THE GREEN

The greens at your club will putt better
if, in lifting a ball, you do not scratch
the green to mark its position. Use a
coin or similar marker.

Under normal conditions, it is con-
trary to the rules to change balls on a
green or anywhere else during the play
of a hole. USGA Rules of Golf 10 (3)
provide that: “A player must hole out
with the ball driven from the tee unless
it be lost or unplayable or played out of
bounds or into a water hazard or casual
water or become unfit for play. In any
such case a player may substitute another
ball as provided in the Rules.”
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Oak Hill's Memorial Trees

By JOHN B. WILLIAMS, M.D.

0ak HiLL Country CrLus, RocHester, N. Y.

In the Garden of Eden planted by God,
There were goodly trees in the spring sod.

Landscaping at golf clubs, as a rule,
is confined to the area about the club-
house and its approaches. Many clubs
do not extend their landscaping to the
course because they believe the costs
would be high and golfers are apt to be
more concerned with the flight of the
ball than the beauties of nature.

Experience at the Oak Hill Country
Club over the last 20 years indicates that
landscaping the course is both feasible
and popular. High cost is a questionable
assumption, unless a club uses mature
stock and undertakes the venture as a
capital expenditure. Our experience is
that golfers do derive more enjoyment in
playing a beautiful course.

Indifference, or a lack of appreciation
of the beauties of nature, militates against
the more general landscaping of golf
courses. How this was overcome at Oak
Hill through the use of trees as memorials
is the theme of this presentation. This
problem obviously is one of concern to
boards of governors since courses vary
in size from 70 to 350 or more acres.
The treatments employed and the results
achieved will vary directly with the fore-
sight and skill of the planning committee.
The use of trees should be considered
from two viewpoints, aesthetic and
utilitarian. In this article, the discussion
will be confined to the aesthetic aspect.

For centuries the tree has been
admired, often worshipped, by man. It
was true in the oriental civilizations of
4,000 years ago, as it was in the later
European cultures. Trees have been used
as memorials to man since the dawn of
history.

Taking a cue from history, about 20
years ago we began planting and naming
trees on the clubhouse lawn for members
who had rendered distinguished service
to the club. In the beginning ornamental
cast-stone benches were used in which

were inset bronze tablets, each bearing
the name of the individual, the date and
the reason for the honor. The bench was
placed beneath the selected tree. Later the
bench plan gave way to a specially
designed bronze plaque which is at-
tached to the tree.

Dedication ceremonies are simple and
impressive. They usually are held on
Decoration Day when a large part of the
membership is present. In a typical pro-
gram there is music by a brass quartet,
the playing of Joyce Kilmer's “Trees,” a
brief dedication statement, a salute to the
flag and the playing of the National
Anthem. The impressiveness can hardly
be overstated. The expenses are defrayed
by voluntary donations.

The scope of the tree-dedication plan
in recent years has been increased. Trees
have been dedicated to members and sons
who lost their lives in the world wars and
to the surviving founders of the club,
which was organized in 1901. Interest in
the memorials by both members and
visitors has grown apace.

Club Nursery Utilized

Our Board of Governors realized that
the idea had further possibilities. Accord-
ingly, it was provided that members of
either sex who have loyally supported
the club over a period of 15 years should
be suitably honored with a tree.

For this purpose young trees from the
club nursery, which contains upwards of
8,000 saplings mostly grown from seed,
are employed. They are located about
the tees and greens and at strategic sites
along the fairways. The planting at each
tee includes at least one rare ornamental
specimen. All are labeled with the com-
mon and the botanical names of the tree,
as well as with that of the member being
honored.

Oaks predominate in the planting be-
cause of the name of the club. However,
we have on the grounds more than 100
varieties of trees. In honoring the ladies
we have used conifers and evergreens in
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Helping Hands for the Juniors

By JOHN P. ENGLISH

USGA AssisTANT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

When golfers turned their serious
efforts to the development of junior
players, they moved into a field which
has proved as responsive as a small boy
on Christmas morning. As a result, prog-
ress has been rapid and significant.

Junior programs have matured into
four distinct types, each of which per-
forms a worth-while function in creating
interest and in molding youths into
sportsmanlike, self-disciplined players.

Two Stimulants

The championships, of course, attract
most attention and are a stimulant in
creating interest. There are, for instance,
the USGA Junior Amateur Champion-
ship, which will be played next month
at the Denver Country Club in Denver,
Colo., and the USGA Girls’ Junior
Championship, to be held at the
Wanakah Country Club near Buffalo late
in August.

Caddie scholarship funds which have
been established by associations all over
the country, while of an essentially dif-
ferent nature, are a coordinate factor in
the stimulation of interest in golf even
as they serve their primary educational
purpose.

Each of these programs, however,
operates at an advanced stage in the
development of the junior player. The
attention they receive should not over-
shadow the yeoman’s service rendered
locally and at clubs through two entirely
different types of programs.

The first of these is the local area
program of the type which Frank Emmet
has evolved with particular success in
Washington, D. C.

In 1927 when the golf course was
nearing completion at Georgetown Pre-
paratory School, the headmaster asked
Mr. Emmet, then general manager, to
form a golf team. He formed one but it
couldn’t find competition. There wasn’t
another school golf team in the area.

This spring 17 school teams, compris-
ing six players each, engaged in their
23rd season of league competition on
some 15 private courses. The team
matches are only one phase of a compre-
hensive program of junior activities. Mr.
Emmet’s tireless efforts brought all this
into being.

Washington’s program is a sort of jig-
saw puzzle of competitions under various
sponsors which is fitted together and
directed by the District of Columbia Golf
Association. Its success depends upon
planning all the activities in advance and
submitting the proposed schedule at a
winter meeting so that arrangements can
be coordinated in a single stroke.

The schedule is built around key dates,
such as those established for sectional
qualifying for the USGA Junior Amateur
Championship. These always are fixed
approximately a year in advance, and it
is perfectly proper to combine them with
a local competition.

Mr. Emmet is director of junior activi-
ties for the DCGA, and in addition the
juniors have their own officers, a card-
index file on all players and a scrapbook
in which they maintain a record of all
their competitions. Each club contributes
approximately $100 to carry out the pro-
gram—some donating directly, some ask-
ing contributions from members and
some turning over the receipts from a
week-end tournament.

The team match phase of the program
ends with two championships — the
Schoolboy Championship, in its 18th
year and sponsored by the WASHINGTON
Post, and the District of Columbia Golf
Association Junior Championship, in its
27th year.,

During the summer several clubs con-
duct field days. Invitations are extended
to all boys interested in golf. The club
professional usually opens these meetings
with a talk on an aspect of the Rules,
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Protection from Lightning

The USGA has long been concerned
about the danger to persons on a golf
course in a lightning storm. During
the last decade we have periodically
issued suggestions for protection under
such circumstances. The suggestions are
in the Rules of Golf booklet and also are
published in poster form for display at
clubs.

In the Rules of Golf there 1s recogni-
tion of the danger of lightning. Rule 20
(la) permits a player to discontinue
play or delay to start, without penalty,
if he thinks he is endangered by light-
ning. Contestants in USGA Champion-
ships rarely invoke this privilege, for the
USGA rigs a siren prior to each competi-
tion and sounds three notes to signify play
is  discontinued whenever lightning
threatens.

Posters Available

It is recommended that clubs call their
members’ attention to the suggestions for
“Protection of Persons against Lightning
on Golf Courses” and that committees
install and use warning sirens during
competitions. Copies of the suggestions
can be obtained from the USGA.

The fact that there have been very few
deaths by lightning on golf courses in
recent years is a source of gratiﬁcation,
particularly in the light of a bulletin on
“The Death Toll from Lightning” issued
by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.
to point up the grave dangers. It states:

“Now is an opportune time to call
attention to the danger of lightning,
because this hazard takes a larger toll of
life during the summer months than at
any other season of the year. Lightning
kills around 400 persons annually in the
United States. . .

“One-third of the victims lost their
lives when they sought shelter under a
tree, and by so doing they increased
the danger of being struck. Trees, and
particularly isolated trees, because of
their height, are more likely to be struck
than persons; and after striking the tree,
the bolt may flash sideways or, after

reaching the base of the tree, it may run
along the ground and strike anyone in
its path. . .

“The practice of seeking refuge in
small sheds, especially in exposed areas,
is also dangerous. These structures are a
more likely target than are individuals.
In this insurance experience, there are
instances of men being struck in small
farm barns, where they were waiting for
the storm to subside. In one of these
cases, the victim was struck while leaning
against the wooden wall; a friend stand-
ing in the center of the barn was un-
harmed. Another was killed when seeking
shelter in a small, isolated wooden
bathhouse at a beach. The records show
also that one person was killed while
seeking shelter in a small ticket booth
at a baseball field; the bolt struck a
nearby telephone pole and then ran along
the wire to the booth. One youngster
camping in a public park was fatally
struck as he held on to the pole of his
small tent, trying to keep the tent from
being blown down; the pole was capped
with a metal fixture. . . One golf cad-
die was killed as his group continued to
play during a thunderstorm. . .

“The highest rates (of death) are found
in some of the Mountain States and
bordering areas . . . A group of states
in the southeast corner of the country
also have comparatively high death rates
from lightning. . . Minimum rates, on
the other hand, are found generally in
the Pacific Coast, New England and
Middle Atlantic regions.”

No Hazard Too Awesome

Chick Harbert has hit some phenom-
enal tee shots on courses all over the
country. Now it appears that he may
have run out of worth-while targets with-
in such limited confines.

On a trip from Tucson to San Antonio,
Harbert stopped by the Pecos River
Canyon in the Texas desert and smote a
drive across the canyon on his frst
attempt, to the consternation of Buck
White and Lew Worsham.
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Ties in Handicap Matches

How to play off a tie in a handicap
match has been, apparently, a puzzler
ever since the idea of granting an arti-
ficial advantage to a weaker player was
introduced.

It is the custom of the game, when no
handicap strokes are involved, to settle
a match play tie by a hole-by-hole, or
“sudden death,” play-off and to resolve
a stroke play tie by an 18-hole play-off.

If time does not permit an 18-hole
play-off at stroke play, it can be shortened
to nine holes or less.

New Recommendations

The use of handicaps in play-offs
injects an element which can upset the
equity of these customs. The USGA,
which receives numerous requests for
advice on this subject, has given the
matter considerable thought. It has
evolved the following recommendations
which it endorses from the viewpoints
of equity and practicability:

MatcH PLaY: A handicap match which
ends all even should be played off hole
by hole until one side wins a hole. The
play-off should start on the hole where
the match began. Strokes should be
allowed as in the prescribzd round.

STROKE PrLAY: A handicap stroke com-
petition which ends. in a tie should be
played off at 18 holes with handicaps.
If that be inexpedient, the play-off should
permit the competitors to use an equitable
percentage of their handicaps. For
example, if in an individual competition
A’s handicap is 10 and B’s is 8, it would
be equitable to conduct a nine-hole play-
off with A receiving 5 strokes and B 4
strokes. Rule 3(2) empowers the Com-
mittee to determine how and when a tie
shall be decided.

Methods of deciding halved matches
and stroke play ties should be published
in advance.

These supersede all previous recom-
mendations on this subject.

Stroke Allowances

Handicaps produced under the USGA
Golf Handicap System are individual

stroke play handicaps. In other types
of competitions a lesser number of strokes
is allowed, the players receiving the
strokes to use them as allocated on the
club’s score card. The recommended
allowances are:

SiNcLEs MaTcH Pray: Allow 85% of
the full difference between stroke play
handicaps.

Four-BALL STROKE Pray (better-ball
basis) : Allow each player 75% of his
individual stroke play handicap, the
strokes to be taken as they come on the
card.

Four-BaLL MarcH Pray: Reduce the
stroke play handicaps of all four players
by the handicap of the low handicap
player, the low handicap player then to
play from scratch. Allow. each of the
three other players two-thirds (6625%)
of the resulting difference, strokes to be
taken by each player as they come on
the card.

FoursoMEs (not four-ball) STROKE
Pray: Allow one-half of the partners’
combined stroke play handicaps. (When
selected drives are permitted, allow 35%
only.)

FoursoMEs Matcu Pray: Allow 40%
of the full difference between the com-
bined stroke play handicaps of each
side. (When selected drives are permitted,
allow 30% only.)

Oak Hill's Memorial Trees
Continued from Page 9
of friendship and international good will.

The progress of the growth of these
acorns is to be reported to Commander
Carson and at some time in the future,
when they have reached a size suitable for
permanent location and planting, it shall
be done with a ceremony at which it is
hoped United States golfers will be
present.

At Oak Hill, this has been a work of
supreme satisfaction and pride to the
members.  In a succeeding article the
utilitarian value of trees to a golf course
will be discussed. This phase of the sub-
ject is of the highest importance.
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“Golf House” and the Talking Putter

“Can’t you move over a little, and let
me in?” said the newcomer.

“Who're you?”

“I'm Macdonald Smith’s old putter,”
replied the aluminum-headed club. “His
brother Alec Smith used me in winning
the 1910 Open Championship.”

“Well, come on in,” said the lady-like
mashie. “I am a little older than you—
1 helped Miss Harriot Curtis win the
Women’s Championship back in 1906—
but if I can stand this crowded cabinet,
I'm sure you can. So, welcome. It
won’t be long before we have a new
home—they’re going to call it ‘Golf
House’.”

That’s the talk these days among the
champions’ clubs in the USGA Golf
Museum and Library. They’re all look-
ing forward to a new home, a place
where they can at least take a fair
stance, and not be jammed together or
packed away, as now.

“Golf House” is the answer. That’s
to be the name of a modest building in

A O. J. Bischoff
B. H. Ackles W. E. Batterson
Charles W. Adams Warren H. Bean
Fort Adams Mrs. Robert F. Beard
Jack Ahern O. L. Beaudette

Louis W. Aldrich

Robert Z. Alexander

Dr. Newton E. Allen

Peter T. Allen

A. G. Anderson

Douglas R. Anderson

Mr. and Mrs, Robert Lee Anderson
Fred L. Andrews

H. R. Askins

Emil Beck

Joe Belfore
E. Floyd Bell

Thomas N. Beavers

Robert A. Becker
Harold D. Beer

Charles M. Beisse
Mrs. Donald M. Belcher
Joseph C. Belden, Jr.

New York (as yet not selected), which
will house the USGA Golf Museum and
Library, offices of the USGA and
perhaps of other golf associations, and
which, in general, will be a real national
golf center.

The “Golf House” Fund to buy new
quarters is being created by hundreds of
contributions by individual golfers,
clubs, associations, and other lovers of
the game’s welfare. Their names will
be inscribed on a permanent roll as the
Founders of “Golf House.”

Donations of any size are cordially
welcome; they should be made payable
to “USGA Gorr House Funp.”

In the first 11 weeks of the project
1,843 gifts had been received totaling
$37,203. It is believed that about
$100,000 will be needed to do the job.

The first 603 Founders were listed in
the last issue of the USGA JournaL
The next 854 are named below; others
will follow in later issues. To all of
them, the USGA is profoundly grateful.

Mrs. Lloyd Bissell

Tams Bixby, Jr.

George G. Blaisdell

Mr. and Mrs. Willis H. Blakely
Ted Bland

William O. Blaney
Fred M. Blankenship
Thomas M. Bloch

lee Blum

Leonard G. Blumenshine
Carleton Blunt

Charles R. Blyth

T. Dennie Boardman

K. C. Boggs

George H. Atherholt
Charles A, Atwell
Charles C. Auchincloss
Edwin C. Austin

L. K. Ayers

B
Robert N. Babbish
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Bailey
Mrs. Benedict J. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin W. Baker
Fred G. Bannerot, Jr.
J. Bappert
R. C. Barlow
Joseph M. Barr
Calvin P. Bascom
George A. Bass
W. O. Batchelder

Mrs. Cosmo Kyrle Bellew
Albert Belshaw

Louvis A. Bemecke

Henry H. Benedict
Robert F. Bensinger

Mr. and Mrs. E. N. Benson
Edwin N. Benson
James C. Benson

Miss Sylvie Benson

W. M. Bergenthal

Ralph O. Bergman
Norborne Berkeley
Charles G. Bertenshaw
Woallace C. Bethea

E. W. Bettinger

C. Ward Birch

Robert H. Bird

Lewis L. Bredin

Robert Stewart Bole
Henry Bolesta

C. E. Bonnell

Mrs, Rodne T. Bonsall

R. Bobbie Booth

Dunbar W, Bostwick
Major Thomas R. Bowen
Jackson H. Boyd

Mr. and Mrs, William S. Boyd, Jr.

E. J. Bradiey

Mrs. John D. Bradley
H. T. Brady

James C. Brady

Fred Brand, Jr.

E. R. Braun, Jr.

Henry C. Breck

R. Brinser

J. B. Bridston
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Samuel S. Briggin
Charles Brokaw
Harold J. Brown

J. W. Brown

Palmer Brown, It

Mrs. Theresa F. Brunner
F. R. Budlong

Thomas M. Bunn

€. H. Burnham
Theodore C. Butz

C

L. E. Cable

Joseph Cairns, Jr.
David R. Calhoun, Jr.
Roy E. Campbell
William C. Campbell
S. C. Canary

Frank B. Carbone
Louis J. Cariffe

Leo J. Carlin

larry E. Carpenter, Jr.
Christopher A. Carr
Edwin Carter

Alfred T. Carton
Douglas Casey

Mrs. Jomes H. Cave
Charles G. Chapman
Richard D. Chapman
Elwood L. Chase
Allen H. Chatterton
Benjamin Chew, Jr,
Gerald F. Child
James H. Childs
Franklin G. Clement
G. R. Dick” Clover
William E. Clow, Jr.
Mrs. Norbert James Clure
Miss Ann Cochran
Bob Cochran

Abe Cohen

Harry D. Cole

Jerry J. Cole

Lester A. Colman
Roger B. Conant, Jr.
Samuel D. Conant
Dr. Paul T. Cook

J. E. Cookman

W. F. Corry

E. D. Corson

Harold R. Cossitt
Mr. and Mrs. Eckley B. Coxe, i
Bruce Crane

Robert F. Crane
Frank Craven
Malcolm Cravens
Earl S. Crawford
William B. Crawford
Howard F. Crocker
Gordon Crouter

R. Albert Cucinell
Mr. and Mrs. Darwin Curtis
Leonard J. Cushing

Paul G. Cushman

D
Dr. H. C. Dah!
William H. Danforth
Charles M. Daniels
Darsie L. Darsie
Carl D. Davidson
George L. Davis
J. Lionberger Davis
Miss Barbara Dawson
Hugh Dean
Walter F. Dean
Mr. and Mrs. John de Blois Wack
J. F. Delaney
John J. Deluca
Albert A. de Martini
J. Morgan Denison
Joseph J. Dennison
Dr. Angus J. DePinto
Mrs. Joseph C. Dey, Jr.
Terrence J. Dillon
W. S. Dirker
Frank A. Dixon
Williom ). Dondahue
Henry T. Dorrance
Richard H. Doughty
Donald B. Douglas
James H. Douglas, Jr.
Tom Draper
Martin H. Dumler
Wendell W. Duncan
Edward Dunn
Edward F. Dunn
Dr. R. L. Dunton
Peter G. DuPy
Gil V. Dye

E

Homer M. Eagles

Henry A. Earle, Jr.

Cameron Eddy

George P. Edmonds

George E. Edmondson

C. J. Edwards

Frank B. Edwards

Roy G. Elliott

John T. Ellis

F. R. Elliott

C. Erhardt

Charles Evans, Jr.

Max Evans

Raymond F. Evans

Thomas M. Evans

Vern Evans

C. W. Evaul

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon H. Ewen

John Kennedy Ewing, 3rd
F

Mrs. Linton H. Fallis
Griffin S. Fallon

J. R. Ferguson

Peter M. Fetterolf
Jimmie Fidler
Robert Finney

L. Paul Fierito

T. S. Fitch

Harold A. Fitzgerald
Neal Fitzgerald
Miss Sabina FitzGibbon

USGA JournaL: JunE, 1950

Daniel E. Fitzpatrick
Sherman J. FitzSimmons, Jr.
David H. K. Flagg
Frederick J. Flaherty
H. A. Fleager

Henry C. Flower, Jr.
William Forbes

Henry Ford, NI

Mrs. Henry Ford, Il
Sherman Ford

Harold E. Foreman, Jr.
J. Russell Forgan
Francis G. Foster
Randall Foster
Ronald J. Foulis
Walter G. Fovargue
Carl E. Fowler

Caleb F. Fox

Mrs. Jean Fox

Julian C. Frankel
William C. Freeman
George P. Frenkel
Herman M. Freydberg
G. W. Froemke
Andrew H. Fuchikami
C. E. Fuller, Jr.

G

Williom A. Galbraith, Jr.
Williom A. Gale

A. R. Gallenkamp
Clark R. Gamble

W. Guy Gamble
James L. Garard
Norbert S. Garbisch
Robert A, Gardner
Edward 1. Garrett
Henry B. Garrett

John Garrow

Phil J. Garnett

Mrs. Robert C. Garvey
Karl W. Gass

Cassivs E. Gates
Leonard B. Geis

W. D. George, Jr.
Eibridge T. Gerry

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Gessler
Victor Ghezzi

LeConte Gibbes
Harvey D. Gibson
William Giibert, Jr.
Donald W. Gill
James S. Girmonde
Harry L. Givan

Paul F. Glaser

Charles E. Glendenning
Bob Goldwater

R. B. Gookin

Kenneth T. Gordon
Robert E. Gosnell
Charles F. Gould
Charles B, Grace
Eugene G. Grace
Eugene G. Grace, Jr.
Herb Graffis

Joe Graffis

Walter Gramm
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A. S. Kerry Memorial
by Albert Kerry, Jr.
Ross H. Kidston
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Martin
Kieckhefer
Miss Dot Kielty
Lloyd G. Kilkeary
G. A. Kingsley
Williom R. Kirkland, Jr.
Mrs, William R. Kirkland, Jr.
F. M. Knight
R. H. Knode
John Ellis Knowles
Charles Kocsis
George Ellis Kohn
Walter E. Kolb
Dr. William Kostelecky
B. F. Kraffert, Jr.
Henry A. Kuckenberg
Francis H. Kullman, Jr.

L

Charles Lacey

Charles Woodrow Laffoon, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lamberger
Gordon lang

Harry O. Lang

-W. T. Langdon

William B. Langford
Robert H. Lansdell

Llewis A. Lapham

Martin D. Larner

Thorwald Larson

Floyd Lasher

R. G. lawson

Dr. and Mrs. Sanford D. Lawyer
Bernard Lehman

E. B. Leisenring

Russell B. Lentz

Mrs. Philip G. lenz

B, J. Leonard

Lovis J. Lepper

Sol Lesser

William A. Llevins

John O. Levinson

Mrs. Homer Lichtenwalter
Jacob Lichter

C. B. Llindeman

Charles W. Littlefield

A, A. littler

George D. Lockhart

Frank J. Loewe

C. I long

Roger E. lord

Henry G. Lubke, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. John A. Luders
Walter J. Lutz

W. H. Luyties

M. Llynde

Williom H. Llyon

M

Mrs. Arthur MaocArthur
Lionel Macduff

Henry C. Markall
William Maclean
Donald Maclean

Gray Madison

Leslie Madison

Thornton A. Magee

Paul Maioli

John E. Manley

John V. Mara

Mrs. Edward E. Marshall

0. G. Martin

John S. Matthews

Charles V. McAdam

James H. McAlvin

J. E. McAuliffe

Miss Rachel C. McAvoy

Joseph A. McBride

Mrs. J. B. McCargar

John V. McCarthy

Graham K. McCorkle

Robert E. McCormick

William Devlin McCormick

Mr. and Mrs. W. B. McCullough, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Warrington B.
McCullough

Dr. W. C. McCuskey

Natt McDougall

M. M. McElwaine

George L. L. McGinley

Durban A, McGraw

Thomas H. McGraw, Jr.

Milton McGreevy

Paul McHargue

Mr. and Mrs. John C. McHose

William O. McKay

W. Glenn McKillip

William G. McKnight, Jr.

Mrs. Thomas Mclaren

Mrs. Archie C. Mclave

Donaold R. Mclennan, Jr.

Francis E. McMahon

Thomas McMahon

G. P, McManama

Newton B. Meade, Sr.

Walter L. Meadows, Jr.

N. I. Mekeel, Jr.

Henry E. Mendes

Buckingham P. Merriman

Melville P. Merritt

David L. Meyer

Mrs. Llawrence Meyer

Moritz Milburn

Fred A. Milheim

Emery McKeen Miller

Howard P. Miller

"Duffy” Miller-Jones

J. K. Mitchell, Jr.

James E. Mitchell

Owen H. Mitchell

W. Lledyord Mitchell

Frank Molumby

Randal Morgan, 3rd

James T. Morley

Mr. and Mrs. N. C. Morris

Walter W. Morse

D, Holmes Morton

Richard M. Moss

Emil Mossbacher, Jr.

Liebert 1. Mossler

Joe Mozel

Miss Mary Mozel

Miss Margaret E. Muench
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James G. Murdock
Paul F. Murphy
W. R. Murphy
L. T. Murray

N
Mrs. George Nash
Mrs, Melton Navheim
Dr. V. P. Neissl
Walter B, Nettleton
Sidney J. Newman
Walter J. Newman
Joe L. Newnam
Hareld W. Nichols
Will F. Nicholson
Tommy Nicol
Mrs. Jasper W. Nicolls
Walter Niehoff
B. Nimmons
Nicholas J. Nolan
Dallas W. Norris
Henry E. North
Gus Novotny
Miss Virginia Nye

o
John J. O’Brien
Raymond G. Ockernal
Williom J. O’Connor
Harry J. O’Donnell
Mrs. Wrisley Oleson
David K. Olin
Spencer T. Olin
Henry Oliver, Jr.
John C. Oliver, Jr.
George Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. O'Neill
W. H. Osborn
W. Irving Osborne, Jr.
Walter Owens

P

Douglas Paige

Dr. E. Payne Palmer, Jr.

J. Campbell Palmer, i

Mrs, James Parker, Il
George H. Parsons

Burleigh Pattee

A. J. Drexel Paul, Jr.
William P. Paul

J. Harold Pettus

Thomas W. Pettus

Mrs, Edward L. Peirson

Dr. and Mrs. Harold Pender
E. Pendergast

John S. Penney

Franklin T. Pfaelzer, Jr.

Mrs. M. E. Philbrick

Mrs. Henry Godfrey Phillipps
Mrs. Ethel Patch Phippen
Henry Picoli

Frank R. Pierce

Paul Pigott

S. J. Pingree

Samuel Plant

Al Platt

George A. Poole, IJr.

Tom L. Popejoy

Mr. and Mrs, Louis R. Porteous
Mrs. Charles M. Post









USGA JournaL: Jung, 1950

25

THE REFEREE

Decisions by the USGA Rules of Golf Committee

Example of symbols: “No. 50-1” means the first decision issued in 1950. “R. 7(3)” means
P Y Section 3 of Rule 7 in the 1950 Rules of Golf.

Water Hazard: Ball Improperly Dropped

No. 50-23. R. 1(4), 2(1), 3(2), 102
1130, 17(2)

Q 1: During the Lower Rio Grande Val-
ley Open a player hit his tee shot into
a water hazard on the left side of the
fairway. He then dropped a ball as
if it were being played as a parallel water
hazard, which it was not, and played to
the edge of the green. Then player went
on the other side of the water hazard,
where he should have dropped it in the
first place, and proceeded to hit a shot
to the left of the green. He played out
both balls. (Sketch submitted.)

Was player entitled to carry out this
procedure under Rule 1(4)—Doubt as to
Rights?

A 1: In stroke play only, when the
player is doubtful of his rights, Rule 1(4)
permits such procedure. If the second
ball were played according to the Rules,
the score with that ball would be the
score for the hole.

However, from the sketch and other
information submitted, the second ball
was not dropped so as to keep the last
point at which the ball crossed the margin
of the water hazard between the player
and the hole—see Rule 17(2a).

If in thus dropping the second ball
improperly the player did not drop it
nearer the hole than the Rule allows, he
sustained a double penalty—one stroke
for relief from the water hazard under
Rule 17(2a) and two strokes for not con-
forming with that Rule—see general
penalty under Rule 2(1). However, if
In dropping the second ball improperly
the player dropped it nearer the hole
than he should have, he did not play the
stipulated round—see Rule 3(2)—and he
thereby disqualified himself,

Caddie Picks Up Ball

Q 2: A player on the eighth hole hit
a tee shot toward the green, the hole
measuring 320 yards. This hole could be
driven by many players. The player,
thinking his ball might be lost, unplay-
able or out of bounds, elected to hit a
provisional ball. Player’s caddie, think-
Ing player was going to play second ball,
picked up first ball, which was in
bounds and playable., Same caddie had

been warned by player not to touch any
ball. Player was penalized two strokes.

From facts given, was player charged
with extra stroke?

A 2: The diagram submitted with
the question indicates that the player
dropped his first ball as near as possible
to the place where it originally lay and
played out the hole with it, abandoning
the provisional ball. On that under-
standing, the committee was right in
penalizing the player two strokes for
his caddie’s action in touching the ball
—see Rule 10(2) and 2(1). The principle
is the same as in Rule 11 (3c). A player
is responsible for his caddie.

Questions by: WARREN ORLICK
Monrog, MicH.

Replacing Ball Creates Stymie
No. 50-24. R. 1(2a, 3), 12(4)

Q: In a match, A’s ball was on the
putting green; B played her stroke from
50 or more yards off the putting green,
and her ball struck A’s ball. Upon reach-
ing the green, A claimed the right to
replace her ball. From the distance it
would be impossible for A to know
where the ball should be placed—that is,
the position from which it was moved.
A placed her ball so that B had a direct
stymie.

Rule 12 covers this, and I guess B had
the right to replace the ball.

Miss Vircinia  LinpBLap
Los AnceLes 7, CAL.

A: Under Rule 12(4), A had the choice
of replacing her ball as near as possible
to the spot from which it was moved
(which must have been done before either
player played another stroke) or of play-
ing it from the position to which it was
moved.

The spot from which A’s ball was
moved is a question of fact. It would
be permissible to seek the aid of any
reliable witnesses. In the absence of
good evidence, it hardly seems likely that
A could have known the ball’'s original
position to such accurate degree as to
permit her to stymie B in replacing her
ball. If B entered claim as provided in
Rule 1(2a), the referee or the committee
should have considered the equity of the
case—see Rule 1(3). i
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Wrong Information Claimed

No. 50-35. R. 1(2a), 12(3), Hdcp.
Q: A and B were playing a match,
with handicaps, consisting of a round of
18 holes. Through Hole 17 they were
tied. No stroke was given on Hole 18,
where A was on the green in 3 and down
in 5. B was on the green in 2. A claims
that B’s third stroke placed the ball
several feet from the hole and that while
B’s ball was still in motion from B’s
fourth stroke B struck it a fifth time. B
claimed having holed out in 5§ and
having tied the hole and the match with
A

A did not claim the hole, and an addi-
tional 18 holes were played to decide the
tie. B won and the next day played in
the final and won.

Four days later A made a written
claim for the prize awarded to B, basing
her claim on the fact that B had played
a ball while it was in motion on Hole 18
of the semi-final and that in claiming
five strokes on that hole gave wrong
information inasmuch as B could not
have taken five strokes, having lost the
hole by playing her ball while it was
in motion and that in stating that five
strokes had been made in holing out
gave wrong information.

Conceding that B did play her ball
while it was in motion, B did not indicate
to A that she had incurred a penalty,
nor did A, who was in position to see
what happened, claim the hole before
leaving the green.

There is a third person to consider,
the lady who played B in the final and
was awarded the prize for runner-up.

J. E. Cummincs
Tamrico, Tamps.
MEexico

A: Rule 1(2a) governs. It provides:
“In match play if a question arise on
any point, in order for a claim to be
considered it must be made before the
players play from the next teeing ground,
or, in the case of the last hole of the
round, before they leave the putting
green. Any later claim based on newly
discovered facts cannot be considered
unless the player making the claim had
been given wrong information by an
opponent.”

Whether B violated Rule 12(3) by
playing a moving ball is a question of
fact which only those present at the time
could determine. It could not, in any
case, be a “newly discovered” fact and
a proper basis for A to claim that she
had been given wrong information, in
view of the circumstances described.

A did not exercise her right to enter
a claim under Rule 1(2a) before leaving
the 18th green; therefore, the hole must
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stand as played and the match must be
considered halved through that hole.

Under a recent amendment, the USGA
now recommends that “A handicap match
which ends all even should be played
off hole by hole until one side wins a
hole. The play-off should start on the
hole where the match began. Strokes
should be allowed as in the prescribed
round.”

Ball in Spectator’s Pocket,
Thrown by Spectator
No. 49-210. R. 7(4b)
Q: During the Goodall Tournament
I was referee of a match in which Cary
Middlecoff played. On a 230-yard par-3
hole, Middlecoff pushed his drive to the
right of the green. A hard dirt road
parallels the green, and the entire area
was lined solidly with spectators. The
ball bounced on the road and came to
rest in a spectator’s pocket. In the im-
mediate vicinity was Donna Fox, head
marshal for the tournament. Donna
is a former U. S. champion bobsled
driver, represented the U. S. in interna-
tional competition and also a former golf
champion of Wykagyl, not inclined to-
ward getting rattled. When we arrived at
the scene, Fox had thrown his megaphone
over the ball, which was at rest in seven
inches of thick grass, about one foot in
front of a tree, making it impossible to
take a backswing. Donna had seen the
spectator remove the ball from his pocket
and asked him to hold it in his hand,
but he became excited and threw the
ball into what was practically an unplay-
able lie. Some people said that Fox threw
it there, but this was not the case; he
merely protected it when some of the
spectators shouted, “Kick it out.”
Middlecoff asked me what his rights
were, and I told him it was my opinion
that he could lift the ball and drop it
over his shoulder from the point closest
to where the spectator had been standing.
Chick Harbert, who was playing in the
match, said that inasmuch as the specta-
tor had dropped it, he would have to
play it from where it lay. -Middlecoff
accepted this and consequently wound
up with a 5 on the par-3 hole.

It would certainly seem most unfair
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to the other competitors if the spectator
had thrown the ball onto the green and
possibly into the hole, making it an ace,
instead of throwing it behind the tree
into an unplayable lie. I do not have
the Rule number handy but the ball was
thrown into its final position by an agency
outside the match, and, therefore, it
would seem that the competitor should
be permitted to drop the ball from the
point nearest to where it came to rest,
and it very definitely came to rest in
the spectator’s pocket, and should have
been dropped from that point. What do
you think?
WALTER D. PeEx
NEw York, N.Y.
A: The spectator’s clothes were an
artificial obstruction under Rule 7(4).
The player should have dropped the ball
(or on the putting green placed it) within
two club-lengths of that point of the
obstruction nearest where the ball
originally lay in the spectator’s pocket,
and it should have come to rest not
nearer the hole — see Rule 74b). (For
definition of putting green, see Rule 18.)

Putting from Wrong Place

No. 49-226. 2(D), 1044, 5a), 12 (4d), 13(5),
15(3)

Q: During the qualifying round of the
Oregon Coast tournament, A and B
reached the 18th green (a par-5 hole) in
4 each. A’s ball was nearer the cup
but in line with B’s ball, B being away.
A’s ball was marked, by whom I do not
know, and tapped away. B putted, mis-
sing and going past the cup. A then
putted from where his ball lay on the
green about five feet from the ball-
marker, also missing. While the ball
was in motion, B told A he putted from
the wrong spot. A then put his ball at
the marked spot, putted and sank it. He
claimed a 5 on the hole. I as a member
of the gallery claimed he should be dis-
qualified, because a player is not per-
mitted to play two ways and choose his
score.

H. PrarF
PorTLAND, ORE.

A: (a) It is assumed that A was
aware of the fact that his ball had been
marked and, in effect, lifted while B’s
ball was played; it is a custom of the
game for a ball to be marked and lifted
only by the player or his caddie. If A’s
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caddie lifted the ball, even without A’s
knowledge, A is not excused.

Rule 10(5a) provides in part: “When a
ball is lifted and dropped or placed under
the Rules, unless otherwise provided, it
must be dropped or placed as near as
possible to the place where it lay.” In
playing a stroke from the wrong position,
A violated Rule 10(5a), and the penalty
is two strokes—see Rule 2(1). The stroke
played from the wrong position is not
to be counted in A’s score. In order to
complete the play of the hole, A was
obliged to replace his ball at the proper
location, as he did. His score for the
hole was T—that is, five strokes which
he played properly with his ball and two
strokes penalty under Rule 10(5a).

If the local committee were to consider
A’s stroke from the wrong location was
purposely made as a practice stroke, A
should be disqualified—see Rule 13(5).

Tapping a ball away is not an approved
method of lifting a ball. Under certain
circumstances, the local committee might
be justified in penalizing a player for
so doing two strokes under Rule 18(4)
for testing the putting surface, or two
strokes under Rule 10(4) for cleaning the
ball, or disqualification under Rule 13(5)
for taking a practice stroke.

(b) If any agency other than A or his
caddie lifted the ball and if A was not
aware that the ball had been lifted, there
was no penalty against A for playing a
stroke from the wrong location—see
Rules 12(4d) and 15(3). However, A
was obliged to replace his ball at the
proper location, as he did.

X

Ball Strikes Caddie Cart
No. 49-247. R. 12(6)

Q: What is the penalty for a player
whose ball hit the caddie cart with her
clubs attached, medal and match? Caddie
carts are not covered by the Rules of
Golf.

Mgs. THeopore J. MEINDL
CHicaco, ILL.

A: Rule 12(6) applies and the penalty
is loss of hole in match play and two
strokes in stroke play. The Rule covers
the player’s clubs and caddie and is
interpreted to cover also the bag in which
the clubs are carried and any apparatus
used to carry them.
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Putting away from Hole fto Assist
Pariner

No. 49-220. R. 1(3), 2(D

Q: A and B are partners against C
and D in a best-ball match. All four
are on the green, A’s ball farthest away.
A seemingly deliberately putts so as to
get slightly farther away than B and on a
line to the cup so that when he, A, makes
his second putt, it will give his partner
an opportunity to see the line and the
roll. In other words, A deliberately
sacrifices his own score in the hope of
aiding his partner on the best-ball score.

Is such procedure against the Rules?
Is such procedure barred by ethics or
sportsmanship? What would you suggest
as the chairman’s ruling on the question?

Will you visualize the same perfor-
mance on an approach shot and let me
have your opinion?

MiLToN A. JENTES
WHitE PrLains, N. Y.

A: The Rules of Golf have been
written upon the premise that players
hole out in the least number of strokes
and that in order to do so the game be
played towards the hole whenever pos-
sible or practicable.

A’s action is so contrary to the intent
of the Rules, to the customs of the game,
to sportsmanship, and to the rule of
equity that A and B should be declared
to have lost the hole—see Rules 1(3)
and 2(1).

The foregoing applies to any stroke
played in the manner and for the purpose
employed by A.

Conceding Player's Puit
to Hinder Partner

No. 49-250. R. 2(1), 12(5d), 18(9)

Q: In a four-ball, partners A and B
are on the putting green respectively
three and five feet from the hole, the
line to the hole being about the same.
B has had four shots and A three. The
obponents, wishing to prevent A from
getting information, concede B his putt
and }gnocl'{ it away from the hole. The
question is: Can this be done if, first
both opponents have holed out; anci
second, supposing either one or neither
one of them has holed out?

CrayToN HEAFNER
CuarLotre, N, C.
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A: The Rules do not permit either
opponent to knock a player’s ball away
under the circumstances cited until both
opponents have holed out; see Rules 2(1)
and 18(9).

If the opponent knocked the player’s
ball away before both he and his partner
had holed out, he violated Rule 12(5d)
and his side lost the hole; the exceptions
are not pertinent to this case.

If the opponent knocked the player’s
ball away after both he and his partner
had holed out, no penalty was incurred.
However, the concession did not have to
be accepted. The player could have
replaced his ball without penalty and
completed his play of the hole.

The act of replacing the ball and
putting under the circumstances cited
would constitute, in equity, a clear re-
jection of the concession.

New Subscribers
To Green Section Service
Commercial Firms

Belleview-Biltmore Hotel Co., Detroit,
Mich. .
Buchanan-Cellers Grain Co., McMinnville,

Ore

Chesmore Seed Co., St. Joseph, Mo.
Garfield Williamson, Inc., Jersey City,
N. L
Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Co.,
Ltd., Flin Flon, Manitoba, Canada
Kellogg Seed Co., Milwaukee, Wis.
Lyon, John D., Inc., Belmont, Mass.
Scherer, George J., Rock Island, Il
Sluis and Groot of America, Inc., Palo
Alto, Cal.
Cemeteries
Catholic Cemeteries Association, Cleve-
land, Ohio.
Golf Course Architects
G]iss&nann, Henry C., & Son, Omaha,
b.

eb.
Stanley Thompson & Associates, Guelph,
Ont,, Canada
Individuals
Chapman, Rose-Marie, Mrs., Washing:
ton, D. C.
Clark, John J., Wichita, Kans.
Dannenbaum, Walter, Rydal, Pa.
Weldele, Frank J., Youngstown, Ohio
Park Depariments
Wichita Board of Park Commissioners,
Wichita, Kan.
Private Estates
Dav]i)es, Joseph E., Mrs.,, Washington,
. C.

P
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but it serves as a control of the operations
and makes for better planning of the
work.

There should likewise be a long-range
plan for architectural changes in the
course, in case any are considered desir-
able, and a long-range plan for turf
improvement. Each year a decision
should be made as to what part of these
long-range plans should be incorporated
into the budget.

A further requirement the Chairman
should establish for the superintendent
is that he keep himself well posted on all
the latest developments in greenkeeping.

The superintendent should be a mem-
ber of the National Greenkeeping
Superintendents’ Association and should
when possible attend the annual meeting
of this important organization. He should
likewise join the local greenkeepers’
association, keep in touch with his state
extension services and attend all local
greenkeeping or turf conferences.

It is also desirable that the Club keep
in touch with modern trends in turf
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development by cooperating with local
groups or with the USGA Green Section
to carry on, either at the club or coopera-
tively with other clubs, any limited
amount of research that might be recom-
mended. Funds for these activities should
be included in the budget.

It sometimes happens that a superin-
tendent who is quite capable in all other
respects will fail to take advantage of
the services which are available to him
through the USGA Green Section and
the other organizations operating for his
benefit. The Chairman can render no
more complete service to his Club than
by insisting that the superintendent take
every advantage of these opportunities to
better equip himself to carry on his work.

For his conscientious and sympathetic
interest in his job, the Green Committee
Chairman will be richly rewarded by his
close identification with a fascinating
study, to wit, the maintenance and
management of outstanding special-pur-
pose turf.

GREEN SECTION SERVICES
By FRED V. GRAU

Dimecror, USGA GreEx SEcTion

Every USGA Member Club and Course
and every Green Section Service Sub-
scriber is entitled to Green Section
services. Many who are entitled to the
services do not use them.

The Green Section exists as a part of
the USGA for the purpose of developing
a national program of turf improvement
designed to give Member Clubs and
Courses and Subscribers more complete
information on the subject of turf
management.

Information is developed through a
program of research at Beltsville, Md.,
and at 16 cooperating state and regional
experiment stations throughout the
country. Information is developed also
through close cooperation with green-
keeping superintendents by observing
successful practices.

The information is disseminated (1)
through the USGA JoURNAL, one copy of
which is sent free to each Member Club

and Course and to each Green Section
Service Subscriber, (2) through articles
in other publications, (3) through lectures
at turf conferences and meetings spon-
sored by cooperating groups, through
correspondence and through advisory
visits for which travel expenses and a
service fee are charged.

The membership dues for clubs and
courses and the Service Subscription dues
for non-golf and commercial turf interests
entitle the clubs, courses and firms to
all services, at no additional cost, except
advisory service visits. These services in-
clude (1) free advice by correspondence
on any subject related to turf manage-
ment, (2) identification of weeds,
grasses or seeds, (3) expert and unbiased
opinion on the most effective use of
chemicals, seeds, equipment, water,
fertilizers and so forth, (4) examination
of specimens of soil to be used in bl}lld-
ing putting greens or other specialized
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spring meeting.

prorated among them.

day, plus expenses.

limited time for such engagements.

scribers.

Visits by Green Section Staff

to USGA Member Clubs and Courses
By JAMES D. STANDISH, JR.
PRESIDENT, UNITED STATES GOLF ASSOCIATION

Personal consultation service on greenkeeping and turf management
matters by members of the USGA Green Section Staff to USGA member
clubs and courses and to Green Section service subscribers is now avail-
able at $50 per day of service, plus traveling and living expenses.

This policy was established by the USGA Executive Committee at its

If several clubs or subscribers avail themselves of such service during
one trip of a Green Section representative, the fees and expenses will be

Any such service to organizations not USGA member clubs and
courses or service subscribers will be rendered at the rate of $100 per

It will be appreciated, of course, that the Staff does not have un-

The Green Section will continue to give free advice and information
by correspondence to USGA member clubs and courses or service sub-

turt areas (the Green Section cannot do
soil testing; this service is available at
all state experiment stations, some county
agents’ offices, commercial laboratories
or through some fertilizer concerns), (5)
distribution of samples of new grasses.

Advisciy service visits by members of
the Green Section Staff are available to
all golf clubs and turf interests on the
basis of (1) refund of travel expenses
and (2) payment of service fee.

Green Section Service Subscriptions
are available to all turf interests which
are not eligible for USGA membership.
These include all commercial interests
which serve turf (seedsmen, fertilizer
dealers and manufacturers, chemical
companies, equipment dealers and turf
nurseries), turf associations, green-
keepers’ associations, bowling clubs,
golf-course architects and builders, park
departments, schools, ball clubs and
others,

Service Subscription dues are the
same as the dues of a Regular Member
with an 18-hole course, $35.00 a year.
This money goes into the Education
Fund, of which 30 per cent is allocated
to Green Section administrative expenses
and 70 per cent to the establishment of
cooperative research projects at various

experiment stations in the United States.

The Green Section has been active in
helping to organize local, state and
regional groups and to assist them in
organizing a turf program which will
benefit all turf interests in the area. The
Green Section staff coordinates research
programs over the United States and aids
in programming the various turf confer-
ences and field days—in short, it serves
as a clearing house.

Working in cooperation with the
United States Department of Agriculture
and with state experiment stations, the
USGA Green Section offers unbiased,
up-to-date information on all subjects
related to turf management. Service is
available not only to golf but to all turf
interests.

Some of the outstanding contributions
of the Green Section to turf management
since 1921 are:

Development of the use of arsenate of
lead on turf for insect and weed control.

Development of chemicals for the con-
trol of turf diseases.

Weed control methods.

Selection and testing of improved
vegetated creeping bentgrasses.

Turf management practices.
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Development of zoysiagrasses for turf
purposes.

Development of Merion (B-27), a
supzorior bluegrass. .

Development of a national decentral-
ized cooperative program of research and
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education in turf management.
Research projects now being sponsored
by the Green Section are designed 1o
answer many of the knotty problems
facing us today. Results will b2 published
regularly in the USGA JOURNAL.

COMPACTION, DRAINAGE AND AERATION
By M. H. FERGUSON

Acronomist, USGA GREEN SEcTiON

The summer of 1949 was one of the
most difficult seasons that many green-
keepers have experienced for the main-
taining of turf. While the reason for
the difficulty was most often considered
to be weather conditions, observations
made over a large part of the country
indicate that compaction has been the
major factor contributing to the loss of
turf on greens. Many skilled green-
keepers are able to keep turf on their
greens year after year in spite of poor
soil conditions, but when a year like
1949 comes along, even the most highly
skilled superintendent is hard put to
keep his greens in good condition when
any controllable factor is less than op-
timum.

Since 1945, one of the pet themes of the
USGA Green Section has been improved
drainage and aeration. Scarcely a turf
conference has been held since 1945
which did not have on its program at
least one paper pointing out the impor-
tance of good physical soil conditions
together with good drainage and good
aeration. The subject has been empha-
sized repeatedly here and in other maga-
zines.

During 1947 and 1948 the Green Sec-
tion effected a cooperative agreement
with Saratoga Laboratories for the sole
purpose of studying the physical soil
factors associated with good putting
greens and poor putting greens. The
findings were reported in the USGA
JourNAL in June and July, 1949.

Inasmuch as many clubs have not taken
steps to improve the physical soil con-
ditions on their greens, perhaps it would
be well to reiterate some of the principles
involved.

Compaction of soil near the surface
results from traffic of players on the
green and from the operation of main-

tenance machinery. Some compaction
of this kind is likely to occur regardless
of the type of soil mixture used in
building the green. This relatively thin
layer of compacted soil can be broken
up by regular spiking. Spiking may be
accomplished by the use of hand-operated,
hollow-tined forks or by the use of
power-operated machines designed for
the purpose. .

A more serious type of compaction is
that which occurs throughout the soil
from which the putting green is built.
This condition is built into a grezn by
the use of a too-heavy soil mixture.
This type of compaction can be corrected
only by rebuilding the putting green and
using a soil mixture which contains .SElf-
ficient sand to preclude the possibility
of compaction. .

Compaction is detrimental to a putting
green because of several reasons. First,
a hard green is unacceptable from the
players’ standpoint. The greenkeeper is
likely to over-water the green in an effort
o soften it so it will hold a golf shot.
Secondly, compaction interferes with the
movement of moisture and air in the
soil. Drainage is retarded and grass
becomes unhealthy.

Another factor which contributes to
poor drainage is layering in the soil
Any soil fraction used alone in topdres-
sing a putting green will produce a
layer. Such a layer will retard water
movement by capillary action whetht?r
the layer be clay, sand or organic
material.

Putting greens which are built on heavy
soils require drain tile, a thick grével
blanket or both in order that gravita:
tional water may be removed rapidly
from the soil.

The above-mentioned drainage factors
all pertain to internal drainage. Surface
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF AGRONOMY TURF REPORT

The Turf Committee has had neither
the occasion nor the opportunity to meet
during the year but several matters have
been discussed by mail.

A mail survey was made among the
members for information on the value
of hormone treatments for lawn-grass
seeds. Replies were unanimously nega-
tive. This report has been substantiated
by R. H. Porter in THE BoraNicAL
Review, Vol. XV, No. 5, May, 1949. Thus,
it can be stated authoritatively that
“hormone-treated” lawn-grass seeds have
no extra value to justify a premium being
paid by the consumer.

The distressing water situation in many
parts of the country is such that the
Turf Committee recommends strongly in
favor of studies to save water. It is
well known that many extensive turf
areas consistently are overwatered. This
results in a wastage of precious water and
in deterioration of turf quality. Research,
resident teaching and extension teaching
can render valuable service not only to
turf but to all agriculture and to industry
by stressing these factors:

1. Reduce runoff and save rainfall
by keeping soil open and porous
by cultivation, aeration and
other cultural practices.

2. Reduce irrigation needs by more
adequate fertilization.

3. Increase the use of drought-
tolerant and low moisture-re-
quirement grasses.

There is a real need for wider co-
ordinated testing of new types of turf
grasses in uniform turf nurseries similar
to the uniform nurseries of forage gras-
ses which had yielded so much valuable
information. It will be important to
organize these nurseries soon because of
the accelerated breeding program on turf
grasses now in progress at several experi-
ment stations. The USGA Green Section
and the Division of Forage Crops and
Diseases, U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture, offer their services in developing
these nurseries.

Research in turf has reached a new

- the market.

high level in quantity and in coordina-

tion. It is obvious that both resident

teaching and extension teaching need
support and encouragement in this
specialized phase of agriculture so that
the full value of contemporary research
may be realized. Many of the recom-
mendations for the establishment and
care of lawns, for example, have resulted
in repeated failures at a huge total cost
to millions of taxpayers. The present
effort to produce a satisfactory chemical
to control crabgrass is a frank admission
that the grasses in common use are un-
satisfactory. We are forced to continue
to recommend them until there is some-
thing better. It is the considered opinion
of the Turf Committee that equal effort
be expended on each of the several
methods of crabgrass control (as an
example) :

1. Biological (better grasses)

2. Chemical

3. Mechanical

4. Management

It is the pleasure of the Committee to

report that the performance of several
new strains of turf grasses are definitely
superior to commercial types now on

They include:

1. Merion  (B-27) bluegrass.
Characterized by high degree of
tolerance to Helminthosporium
leafspot, high degree of apo-
mixis, tolerance to close mow-
ing (as close as 1% inch), and
tolerance to heat and drought.

2. U.3 Bermudagrass. Character-
ized by fine texture (similar to
bentgrass), high degree of cqld
tolerance, extreme wear TIesis-
tance and drought tolerance.
Reproduced clonally.

3. Tifton 57 Bermudagrass. Char-
acterized by high tolerance to
disease, aggressiveness, fine tex-
ture, and ease of maintenance.
Reproduced clonally.

4. Z.52 strain of Japanese lawn-
grass. Characterized by medium
texture and good summer color
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(both similar to B-27 bluegrass),
aggressiveness, freedom from
weeds, ease of maintenance and
heat, cold and drought and
insect tolerance. Reproduced
clonally.

From observations and from fragmen-
tary data, the Committee expresses the
opinion that one of the fruitful lines of
research in specialized turf is the study
of combinations of cool-season and warm-
season grasses.

An approximation of acreage in grass
and turf along highways in Texas, Kansas
and Georgia indicates that roughly
2,000,000 acres of land are involved. It
will be virtually impossible to obtain
accurate figures for all the states, but
it is at once apparent that the roadside
areas in the United States should be of
concern to all of us, regardless of our
interests. ~ Well-turfed shoulders -can
contribute to the safety and the appear-
ance of a highway. Noxious weeds in
highway areas are of direct concern to
land owners in agricultural areas.
Lowered costs of establishment and
maintenance are of interest to everyone.

The committee recommends a continu-
ing study of this phase of turf work.
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The Department of the Army has
furnished these figures which represent
additional acreage in grass hitherto un-
reported:

National cemeleries ...
Army posts, camps and
stations
Army industrial facilities ...

769,826

1,077,020
226,780

2,073,626

Other military land classed as hay,

pasture or range totals 1,780,500
acres.

It is obvious that the specialized uses
of grass for various types of turf are
receiving less than their share of atten-
tion in relation to the acreage involved,
taxes paid and with respect to their
relative value. It is recommended that
the turf uses of various grasses be given
their commensurate share with forage
uses in research, teaching and extension
programs.  Experiment Stations are
urged to develop close cooperation with
turf associations to insure research
studies of a practical nature for maxi-
mum support for the turf program.

1949 Turr COMMITTEE
F. V. Grau, Chairman

NATIONAL TURF FIELD DAY

Plans for the third annual National
Turf Field Day at Washington, D. C.,
October 15, 16 and 17 have been dis-
cussed by the joint planning committee of
the USGA Green Section and the Mid-
Atlantic Association of Greenkeepers.
The Committee consists of Hugh McRae,
President, Mid-Atlantic Association of
Greenkeepers, Robert Scott, William H.
Glover, R. P. Hines, 0. B. Fitts, Dick
Watson, Marvin H. Ferguson, Charles

G. Wilson and Fred V. Grau.

On Sunday evening, October 15, there
will be a meeting of all technical men
engaged in turf work for the purpose of
outlining turf research work now in
Progress throughout the United States.

he entire evening will be devoted to
this feature.

On Monday, October 16, the group

will visit the turf plots at the Beltsville
Turf Gardens, Plant Industry Station,
Belisville, Md. A short social hour and
dinner are planned for that evening.
On Tuesday, October 17, visits will
be made to two golf courses, the newly
built Woodmont Country Club, near
Rockville, Md., and the Fairfax Country
Club in Fairfax, Va. At these courses
the group will see various kinds of turf
under actual play. There will be features
on tees, greens, fairways and nurseries.
Field Day headquarters will be the
Hamilton Hotel, 14th and K Streets,
Washington, D. C. Please make your
reservations directly with the hotel.
Further information may be obtained
from Hugh McRae, 3029 Klingle Road,
N. W., Washington, D. C., or O. B.
Fitts, Columbia Country Club, Chevy

Chase, Md.
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Relationship of Hormones and Inhibitors to Seed Germination

An abstract of “Recent Developments in Seed Techrology” by R. H. Porter, The Botanical
Review, Vol. XV, No. 5, May, 1949,

The discovery of growth-promoting
substances has resulted in their exten-
sive use in greenhouses, nurseries and
orchards. The effect of these new com-
pounds on the germination of seeds has
been investigated, but in general their
value has been shown to be limited.

In contrast to the stimulatory effect
of growth-promoting and other sub-
stances on seed germination, a number
of workers have found little or no bene-
ficial effect and in some cases injury
from the use of various substances in
certain concentrations. The compounds
used with little or no benefit on a great
variety of plant seeds include ascorbic
acid, colchicine, Hormodin “A,” in-
doleacetic acid, indolebutyric acid, indol-
3-acetic acid, K a-naphthalene-acetate,
lacto flavin, levulinic acid, naphthalene
acetamide, naphthalene acetic acid,
thiourea, vitamin Bl and 13 commer-
cial hormone dusts. The list of treated
seeds included both dormant and non-
dormant types, and in most cases plant-
ings were made in the field to observe
plant growth and yield. In all these
experiments significant increases in ger-
mination were rare; generally germina-
tion was the same or less than from
untreated seed.

The data that have been published rela-
tive to the effect of growth-promoting
and other substances on dormant and
non-dormant seeds of many kinds of

COMING EVENTS

Aug. 8—New Jersey Field Day.
New Jersey Agricultural Ex-
periment Station, New Bruns-
wick, N. J. Ralph E. Engel.

Sept. 11-12—Penn State Field Day.
Pennsylvania State College,
State College, Pa. H. B. Musser.

Oct.15-16-17—Third Annual Nation-
al Turf Field Day. Beltsville
Turf Gardens, Plant Indusiry
Station, Belisville, Md. Fred
V. Grau.

plants indicate that their value is limited
to a very few special types, such as
dormant lettuce seed, injured cereal
seeds and seeds of orchids and some
parasitic plants. Until more data to the
contrary are accumulated, it appears
that general use of these substances is
not warranted.

[This abstract is published in answer
to a number of questions regarding
the value of “hormone-treated lawn seed.”
The members of the Turf Committee of
the American Society of Agronomy were
questioned as to their knowledge of any
practical value of hormone treatments
on grass seeds. All replies were in the
negative. It is safe to say, then, that
our  members, subscribers and readers
are not justified in paying a premium
for turf grass seeds that are “hormone-
treated.”—Editor]

FOR CLEAN SAND TRAPS

The USGA Green Section is making a

nationwide survey of successful methods
of keeping sand traps free of vegetation.
Your participation is solicited. Within
two weeks after you receive this issue,
please write a paragraph or two telling
“How I Keep My Sand Traps Clean.”
Send along a good 8 by 10 inch glossy
picture showing how you do it if you
have a picture available. We will close
our files on this subject 30 days after

publication in order that the story can
be published in time to be used during
the 1950 growing season. Address your
letter to:

USGA Green Section

Plant Industry Station
Beltsville, Maryland

If you have another subject to discuss,
please write it on a separate sheet so
as to simplify our filing.
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IT°S YOUR HONOR
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Slow Play and Scores

TO THE USGA:

If it is a common occurrence to take
six to eight hours on our public courses
to play 18 holes on week-ends, thus making
courses the bottle-neck of golf, would it
not be possible to require playing singles
match play?

Thus golf would become a game of
pleasure, played in the old, traditional
way, and very likely the round would be
completed in three hours or less. By thus
doubling the rate of flow, the acreage
would perhaps give the same number of

g of pl e, not

torture.

Possibly handicaps based on purely
stroke play would not be feasible. But
the object of the game, after all, is fun,
and 18-hole stroke scores and scientific
handicaps may not be the be-all and end-
all of go!f, as seems to be too widely
thought.

Surely, | suggest, someone could be
ingenious enough to work out @ way of
getting around an 18-hole course pleasur-
ably in about three hours, provided the
fetish of medal play be dropped.

AUSTIN Y. HOY
Southport, Conn.

Billy Howell Still Wins

TO THE USGA:

It will probably interest you to hear
about Billy Howell and what he has been
deing since he distinguvished himself af
the age of 19 by helping to defeat the
British in that memorable Walker Cup
Match at Brookline, Mass., in 1932,

After finishing at Virginia Military
Institute, he became attracted to Texas
and setiled here to raise a family and
become a successful and respected business-
man.

Billy doesn't play a great deal of golf
now, but about the time the crocuses and
red-buds begin to bloom he moseys out
to the course. In June, when the city
championship is held, he shows the stuff
of a d paigner. He won this
tournament four times in a row.

It is plain that Billy Howell has acquired
something from his golf besides o good
game. | suspect that these attributes
were important factors in his selection
to the Walker Cup Team and to command

—_—

a naval gun crew during the war, as well
as in producing the stability of character
that has brought him to a respected posi-
tion in his home community.
CLIFFORD C. WHITNEY
Bryan, Tex.

More Unusual Aces
TO THE USGA:

Pfc. Lester J. Breeden of Oceanside,
Cal., stationed at Camp Pendleton, made
a hole-in-one on November 27, 1949.

This was the first game of golf he ever
played, and it was on the 13th hole. He
is a left-handed Marine, to boot. That's
quite an plishment—what say?

BERNIE GUENTNER
Professional

Memorial Golf Course
Oceanside, Cal.

TO THE USGA:

Our son called from Northwood Country
Club, very much excited, to say he had
made two holes-in-one on the back nine
while playing with three members of our
club. He made his first hole-in-one on
No. 13 and made his second on No. 17.
His score was 65 on the par-71 course.

Eddie was 17 last Auvgust and won the
sectional qualifying medal lost summer ot
Birmingham in the USGA Junior Amateur
Championship.

MRS. E. D. MERRINS
Meridian, Miss.

TO THE USGA:

One week-end in Avugust, 1940, Bill
Blaney and his pani were igned
to start their round at the seventh tee of
the Brae Burn Country Club in West
Newton, Mass.

Blaney came to the 150-yard sixth hole,
the last of his round as he was playing
the course, needing a hole-in-one for a
new course record of 67.

After some joshing, he set vp his ball
and holed it.

J. P. ENGLISH
Chappaqua, N. Y.

Editor’s Note: The USGA JourxarL invites
comments on matters relating to the welfare
of the game and will publish them as space
permits.







