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USGA COMPETITIONS FOR 1953

Walker Cup Match—-September 4 and 5 at the Kittansett Club. Marion, Mass. Men’s amateur
teams, Great Dritain vs. United States.
(Dates entries close mean last dates for apolications to reach USGA office, except in the case of the
Amateur Public Links Championship. For possible exceptions in dates of Sectional Qualifying
. Rounds, see entry forms.)

Rectional

Entries ifyi ] ionshi
Championship Close - %ﬁﬁ%ﬂ’ng gi;%gpmnsl v Venue
Open May 18 June 1 *June 11-12-13 QOakmont C. C,,
Oakmont, Pa.
Amateur Public tJune § June 21-27  Team: July 11 W. Seattle G. C..
L?:nks Indiv.: July 13-18 Seattle, Wash.
Junior Amateur July 6 July 21 July 29-Aug. 1 Southern Hills C. C,,
. . Tulsa, Okla.
Girls’ Junior August 7 none August 17.21 The Country Club,
Brookline, Mass.
Women’s Amateur August 10 none August 24-29 Rhode Island C. C,,
W. Barrington, R, 1.
Amateur August 17 Sept. 1 Sept. 14-19 Oklahoma City G.&C.C.,

Oklahoma City, Okla.

* Championship Qualifying Rounds at Oakmont Country Club and Pittsburgh Field Club, June 9 and 10.
T Entries close with Sectional Qualifying Chairmen.
1 Exact date in each Section to be fixed by Sectional Chaitmen.
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conclusion of play from Prime Minister
Frost, of Ontario. C. Ross Somerville
refereed the top match in which Jerry
Knechtel, of Kitchener, defeated Perky
Cullinane, of Washington. On the way
home, the Washington boys visited “Golf
House” and made a complete tour of the
Museum and Library.

Buffalo Golfers Endure

Two years ago, we asked if there was
anything to beat W. Hamilton Gardner’s
feat of winning the championship of the
Country Club of Buffalo over a span of
thirty-five years. No one answered.

We still know of nothing to beat it, but
we know of something to tie it. Last sea-
son Paul Hyde defeated Gardner in the
final of the same championship to win
exactly thirty-five years after his first
victory.

The Fessenden Fund

The Western Golf Association has taken
another, and inevitable, step in its caddie
welfare program. Through its Evans
Scholars Foundation. it has been help-
ing to provide college educations for
needy and deserving former caddies. Now
it is establishing the Fessenden Memorial
Fund to help some of these former cad-
dies carry out post-graduate work in prep-
aration for specialized professions. The
new Fund honors the late Maynard G.
Fessenden, a former President of the
WGA. It is expected that half a dozen
boys may benefit from it this academin
year,

When James Won

The Amateur Championship of fifty
years ago was marked by three distine-
tive features.

Louis N. James, of Chicago, the win-
ner, was one of the youngest Champions
we have had. He was only 19 and had
been playing golf only three vyears,
(Robert A. Gardner later also won at
19.)

His victory wrested the Championship
from the East, in the person of Eben M.
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SPORTSMAN'S CORNER

The following is a Decision issued re-
cently by the Rules of Golf Committee of
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St.
Andrews, Scotland:

R & A 52-60
R. 31-2

Q: In a recent county championship in
which I was playing, 36 holes stroke play,
my ball came to rest in the heather touch-
ing a skylark’s nest containing four young
birds. To have played my sitroke would
have meant smashing the nest and de-
siroying the young birds, as the nest was
in front of my ball in the line of play.
Human nature does not permit of such
a thing, and fortunately my golf that day
had bearing on ultimate resulis. I picked
up and dropped two club-lengths behind
in the heather but did not couni any
penalty sirokes. I pointed out the cir-
cumstances to my fellow-competitor, who
saw the lie. I am fully aware of the
unplayable-ball Rule but considered the
circumstances as not coming within this
rule. My ball was very much playable,
in fact in a good lie, far better than I got
from the drop. What is the correct action
in these circumstances?

Question by: THE SECRETARY
Portsmout Gorr CLUB
ENcLaND

A: The Rules of Golf do not legislate
specifically for the circumstances you de-
scribe. The Rules of Golf Committee are
of opinion that the nest should be re-

garded as an immovable obstruction and
the ball dropped under Rule 31-2.

Byers, in culmination of a strong inter-
sectional rivalry.

The final, at the Glen View Club, was

about as wet as any final has ever been.

Despite the elements, James played his
morning round in 84 and was 2 up. He
went to the turn in 44 after lunch to pick
up another hole and won, 4 and 2, with
a ten-yard putt for a 2 on the thirty-
fourth green.
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United States opponents, and it appeared
to be United States depth, rather than
first-line strength, which turned the tide.

In his respect, it was unlike the first
professional team match for the Hopkins
Trophy in which the United States had
defeated Canada, 20%5 to 65 at Montreal

earlier last month.

The sentimental hero of the amateur
match was 18-year-old Roberto Morris, of
Mexico, who combined with the veteran
Percy Clifford to match par for thirty-five
holes and defeat both Captain Charley
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Coe and Frank Stranahan of the United
States and Captain Phil Farley and Nick
Weslock of Canada in the foursomes with
a stunning exhibition of putting. Roberto,
who attends school in St. Louis, is a most
appealing young sportsman and a most
promising young golfer.

The toss of a coin determined that the
next match will be played in Canada im-
mediately preceding the 1954 Canadian
Amateur Championship and the subse-
quent match will be played in Mexico im-
mediately preceding the 1956 Mexican
Amateur Championship.

CANADA MEXICO

FotrsoMES
Pis. Pts.
Walter McElroy and Jerry Kesselring (3% holes) 1 Reynalde Avila and Fernande Gonzalez [
Nick K. Weslock and Phil Farley 0 Percy Clifford and Roberto Morris (1 up) 1
Percy Clogg and Peter C. Kelly {1 up) 1 Carlos Belmont and Alejandro Cumming 0
Totals 2 1

SINGLES

Walter McElrey (10 and 9) 1 Roberto Morris 0
Jerry Kesselring (11 and 9) 1 Fernando Gonzalez 0
Nick K. Weslock (12 and 10) 1 Reynaldo Avila 0
Phil Farley (9 and 8) 1 Alejandre Cumming 0
Percy Clogg 0 Carlos Belmont (3 and 2) 1
Peter C. Kelly 0 Percy Clifford (10 and 8) _t
Totals A 2
Grand Totals 6 3

Captain: Phil Farley
Reserve: William C. Mawhinney

Captain: Pedro Suinaga
Reserve: Corlos Porraz

CANADA UNITED STATES
FoursomEs
Pis. Pts.
Walter McElroy and Jerry Kesselring 4] E. Harvie Ward, Jr., and Kenneth VYenturi {(11and 10) 1
Nick K. Weslock and Phil Farley (1 up) 1 Frank R. Stranahan and Charles R. Coe [»]
Percy Clogg and Peter C. Kelly o Sam Urzetta and Joseph F. Gagliardi (6 and 4) _1
Totals 2
SINGLES
Walter McElroy (4 and 3) 1 Frank R. Stranahan 0
Jerry Kesselring (38 holes) 1 E. Harvie Ward, Jr. 0
Nick K. Weslock (3 and 2) 1 Charles R. Coe 4]
Phil Farley (/] William C. Campbell (6 and 5) 1
Percy Clogg ] Kenneth Venturi (10 and 9) 1
Peter C. Kelly l Sam Urzetta (11 and 10) __1_
Totals 3 R
Grand Totals 4 5
Captain: Charles R. Coe
MEXICO UNITED STATES
FoursoMES
Pts. Pis.
Reynaldo Avila und Fernando Gonzalez 0 E. Harvie Ward, Jr.,, and
Kenneth Venturi (10 and 8) 1
Percy Clifford and Roberto Morris (1 up) 1 Frank R. Stranahan and Charles R. Coe 0
Corlos Belmont and Alejandro Cumming 0 Sam Urzetta and Joseph F. Gagliardi (§ and 4) .
Totals 1 2
SINGLES
Roberto Morris [ Frank R. Stranahan (9 and 8) 1
Fernando Gonzalez [4] E. Harvie Ward, Jr. (13 and 11) 1
Reynaldo Avila V] Charles R. Coe (9 and 8 1
Alejandro Cumming 0 William C. Campbell (10 and 8) 1
Carlos Belmont 0 Kenneth Venturi (12 and 11) 1
Percy Clifford (2 and 1) 1 Sam Urzetta o
Totals R 3
Grand Totals 2 7



10 USGA JournaL ANp TURF MANAGEMENT: SEPTEMBER, 1952

Finishing the Job on “Golf House”

A renewed effort to complete the financ-
ing of “Golf House” has been under way
for about a month, and the first reaction
provides convincing evidence that the ad-
ditional $25,000 which was needed will
be forthcohing.

One of the first of our friends to put
his shoulder to the task was W. Albert
Heizmann, Jr., of Shillington, Pa. Mr.
Heizmann believed that “Golf House” was
a worth-while thing, and he undertook
to see what could be done about it at the

Berkshire Country Club.
When he had explained the need to

only his fellow-members, he had enlisted
more than 100 additional Founders of
“Golf House” and was able to forward
checks totaling more than $1,000.
Needless to say, we are deeply in-
debted to Mr. Heizmann, as much for the
example he set as for the money which

was contributed. His expression of faith
in the work of the Association and his
appreciation of the role of “Golf House”
as a symbol for all the Member Clubs is
inspiring.

The Member Clubs, as a group, are re-
sponding generously. In the last month,
more than thirty have enrolled their
names as Founders. If all Member Clubs
gave, even modestly, the financing would
be substantially completed. The majority
of the contributions continue to come
from individual golfers, however.

As this issue of the USGA Jotzvar
went to press, 5,011 clubs, associations
and individuals had contributed $89.-
090.44 of the approximately $110,000
needed. Of this amount, 254 contributors
gave $3,420.50 during the last month. In
addition to those listed in previous issues,
the following had contributed at press
time:

CLuBs

Bald Peak Colony Club, N. H.
Berkshire Country Club, Pa.

Bonnie Briar Country Club, N. Y.
Briar Hall Golf and Country Club, N. Y.
Broadmoor Golf Club, Colo.

Casper Country Club, Wyo.

Chevy Chase Club, Md.

Country Club of Mobile, Ala.

Country Club of Virginia, Va.

Dunes Golf and Beach Club, S, C.
Encanto Golf Club, Ariz.

Fox Hill Country Club, Pa.

Golf Club of Broadacres, N. J.
Griffith Park Women’s Golf Club, Cal.
Hurley Golf Club, N. M.

Jackson Park Golf Club, Wash,
Jyniper Hill Golf Course, Mass.

The Kittansett Club, Mass.

logan Country Club, W. Va.

Mdahoning Valley Country Club, Pa.
Milburn Golf and Country Club, Kans.
Minneapolis Golf Club, Minn.
Minnesota Valley Country Club, Inc., Minn.
Minot Country Club, N. D.
Montebello Golf Players’ Club, Cal.
Mount Dora Golf Club, Fla.

The Oaks Country Club, Okla
Sto-Rox Golfers’ Association, Pa.
Sunset Country Club, Mo.

Tulsa Country Club, Okla.

Twin Brooks Country Club, N. J.

D. Fairchild Wheeler Golf Ciub, Conn.
Wilshire Country Club, Cal.

Yale Athletic Association, Conn.

ASSOCIATION
Atianta Public Links Golf Association, Ga.

1xpIvipuaLs

B. H. Ackles

Floyd D. Akers

S. C. Anderson
Edward F. Anewalt
Edward F. Anewalt, Jr.

Anonymous
Ray Ayers

Dr. William S. Bair
Dr. Claude W. Bankes
Edwin Mcintire Barnes

Franklin Berwin
G. Ellsworth Beard
J. E. Blackburn, Jr.
John Blood

Alan Bolts

Philip R. Anewalt
Samuel B, Anewalt

Walter G. Bowers
Charles P. Boylan

Horace W. Barr
John L. Bertclet
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J. Porter Brinton, Jr.
Arlington A, Britton, Jr.
Eugene Brown

E. B. Bryan

Irwin F. Burkey
William A. Burkey
William D. Burkey

Alexander Cameron IV
A. Bruce Campbell

T. C. Christ

Robert H. Clymer
Charles A. Corbit
Henry D. Coulton
‘Henry Counts

Allan M. Cullum

James B. Davies
Francis P. Day

B. H. Delong

Charles 1. Dexter
Charles L. Dexter, Jr.
John B. Diener

A. A. Dinsmore, Jr.
Robert W. Dinsmore

A. A. Dinsmore, Jr.
Robert R. Dunkelberger

Roderick F. Eaken
John R. Edelman
Theodore C. Englehardt
George D. Ermentrout
Emerson Evans

Harold G. Evans

M. A. Ferst

Borrett F. Finn

Jules L. Foreman
Herbert Wailter Fovargue
Alexander W. Fraser, Sr.
Albert Freidmann
Herbert H. Fritz

Rober: E. Fulton

Dr. E. D. Funk

John P. Garrow
Joseph A. Gerarde
Frank Gigli

E. M. Gilbert
Albert W. Golden
Edward F. Golden
Harvey Golden
Harry Graul

Gordon R. Graves
C. A. Gross

Dr. Frank B. Gryczka
John H. Guenther, Jr.
Mason J. Gwinnup

J. Elmer Hahn
Robert F. Hahn

Capt. and Mrs. Al K. Hall, Jr.

L. H. Hamley

Merwin R. Haskel
Christopher B. Heffelfinger
John H. Heffelfinger
Frank T. Heffelfinger Il
Miss lila K. Heffelfinger

Marcus W. K. Heffelfinger
Mrs. Angela D. Heizmann
J. Lawrence Heizmann
William A. Heizmann, I
Dr. Reuben Johnson Held
S. C. Herbine

Mrs. Charles Herty, Jr.
Joseph Hogue

T. Marshall Holt

Harold T. Horst

James P, Horton

Henry R. Johnston
George A. Jenckes
H. Ellis Jones
Walter L. Jones

Miss Gertrude C. Kalter
Henry Keller, Ir.

Mrs. Walter Kellogg
Dr. E. J. Kempf

Miss Janet Kern

Elwyn F. Kissinger
William Klopman

Dr. John S. Knight
Paul B. Koller

Lee S. Krieaer

William A. Laub
Wilson C. Laucks, Jr.
James P. Lawson
Robert G. Leary
Benton A. Lleinbach
Harold M. Leinbach
Dr. Roy K. Lleinbach
O. W, lindgren, Jr.
Dr. John E. Livingood
W. H. Lycan

Mark C. McQuillen
Arthur T. McGonigle
Malcolm E. Mclaren
Peter Mclaughlin
Leonard Macomber
Harry E. Markel
John E. Markel

T. Robert Matten
D. C. Melvan

A. P. Mills

William H. Mohn

E. R. Morrison

Dr. E. James Morrissey
Carl F. Moyer

John C. Mumma
Robert W. Munson
D. C. Murchison

Jack Nelson
Frederick W. Nicholls, Jr.

John A. O’Brien

Dr. John J. Panta

J. Heber Parker

Mr. and Mrs. Joe T. Parkinson
Raymond S. Patton

Paul L. Peabody
Walter A. Peek
Kenneth W. Perkins
Kenneth Perry

Ellis H. Pierson

J. Donald Plunkett
W. E. Porter

Dr. Samuel F. Rager
Parkman Rankin

Lee Russell Read
Edward A. Reider, Jr.
Dr. Edwin R. Rentschler
Frank S. Richardson
William J. Rohn
Danny Ross

Stanley L. Ross

Burns S. Ryan
Harold J. Ryan

Tom Ryan

Herman A, Sancken
Frank Sandola
Gordon B. Sawyer
Ralph E. Seasholtz
William L. Seidel
Mrs. Walter Seidman
Henry B. Sellers

A, G. Sewell
Harry M. Shaaber
John F. Shaw

Dr. Hugh P. Shellabear
Amos Z. Sherk
John S. Shounder
Harvey L. Slaughter
George F. Smith
Paul R. Snyder
George W. Snyder
John J. Soeffing
George K. Stauffer
George H. Sullivan
Richard E. Sumner

Allyn C. Taylor

George E. Thomas
DeWitt C. Thompson, Jr.
John P. Thorpe

Gail T. Todd

William P. Viles
Henry L. Vogt, Jr.

Edward A. Wagner

Dr. Leland F. Way
Harry Weaver

Laurence E. Weber
Walter Harvey Weed, Jr.
Charles Wentzel

Mrs. Howard Wicklund
Gordon Williams
Thomas A. Willson, Jr.

11

In Memory of Wallace C. Winter

by Daniel R. Winter
Raymond M. Wolfe
Dr. Walter W. Werley

Kermit Zarley
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so little for so much, or one where con-
ditions are so conducive to the keenest of
competition.

The program operates on an unbeliev-
ably low budget. Yet if it were not for
the assistance from the major equipment
manufacturers, it would be virtually im-
possible to maintain our staff of five full-
time employees and to provide services to
sponsors and press. And we can’t forget
the sponsors. They take the risk, some-
times making little or nothing, although
in most cases their interest, like the
PGA’s, is in promotion, rather than profit.
They also pay a small service fee to the
PGA, which covers about one-half of the
Tournament Bureau’s cost of operation.

The need for additional funds was em-
phasized last winter when, in order to
initiate a publicity and promotional pro-
gram, i was necessary ito turn fto the
players themselves and ask for a weekly
assessment, thus adding to their contri-
bution.

The entire tournament structure re-
volves around a seven-man Tournament
Committee, Tournament Supervisor Har-
vey Raynor, PGA Executive Secretary
Tom Crane and Promotional Dirvector
Fred Corcoran. .

The Committee, made up of the Presi-
dent and Secretary of the PGA, four
tournament players and one PGA mem-
ber at large, has complete charge of the
program, including player conduct and
discipline and routine operation. Members
of the Tournament Committee include
President Horton Smith, who is Chair-
man; Secretary Harry Moffitt; the writer,
who is Co-Chairman, Dave Douglas, Jack
Burke, Clayton Heafner and one PGA
member at large, now being elected.

Raynor acts as Tournament Supervisor
in the field. Crane handles matters at the
Chicago office. They are in constant con-
tact and coordinate all matters with the
players, committee and sponsors. Raynor
is assisted in the field by a secretary, an
assistant and an official scorer. The PGA
headquarters, meanwhile, has one Tourn-
ament Bureau secretary and the part-time

services of Bob Gibson, who combines
our publicity program with the editorship
of ProressioNal GOLFER magazine.

. Services to Sponsors

uﬁie’ present system of Tournam‘ent
Bureau operation was inaugurated in
1947. The authority to operate the tourn-
ament program was conferred upon the
Tournament Commitiee at the Annual
Meeting of the PGA in the fall of 1950,
at which time the Constitution of the
PGA. was amended. Under this system
the Committee has adopted regulations
governing the entire program, operating
under a huge body of rules which have
grown up over the years. These rules
govern player eligibility, relations with
sponsors, player conduct and discipline
and tournament routine.

In addition to the services provided by
the field staff, sponsors are given the
PGA Tournament Sponsors’ Guide, which
contains complete and detailed instruc-
tions regarding every phase of tourna-
ment operation. Sponsors are also as-
sisted in the preparation of their pro-
gram and publicity by photographs and
feature stories, record books, player his-
tories, current standings and so forth.
The same type of material is provided di-
rectly to press, radio and television per-
sonnel in tournament cities.

Unbelievable as it may seem, tourna-
ment golf is still growing tremendously.
In the last five years purses have in-
creased from the 1947 total of $402,000
to an estimated 1952 figure of $700,000.
tt would today be higher, far higher, if
there were suflicient weeks in the year to
accommodate the many requests that are
received.

ATTIRE

We don’t mean to preach,

But this isn’t the beach;

Will you kindly wear golfing attire:
Shorts to your knees,

And full tops, please,

For o costume we all may admire,

“Fore”, an occasional publication of the
Merion Golf Club.

From
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staff. When the flag is suspended over a
sidewalk from a rope extending from a
house to a pole at the edge of the side-
walk, the flag should be hoisted out, union
first, from the building.

When the flag is displayed otherwise
than being flown from a staff, it should
be displayed flat, whether indoors or out,
or so suspended that its folds fall free as
though the flag were staffed.

When the flag is displayed over the
middle of a street, it should be suspended
vertically with the union to the north in
an east and west street or to the east in a
north and south street.

In Auditorium

When used on a speaker’s platform, the
flag, if displaved flat, should be displayed
above and behind the speaker. When dis-
played from a staff in a public auditorium,
if it is displayed on the speaker’s plat-
form, the flag should occupy the position
of honor and be placed at the speaker’s
right as he faces the audience. Any other
flag so displayed on the platform should
be placed at the speaker’s left as he faces
the audience. But when the flag is dis-
played from a stafl in a public auditorium
elsewhere than on the platform, it shall be
placed in the position of honor at the right
of the audience as they face the platform.
Any other flag so displayved should be
placed on the left of the audience as they
face the platform.

The flag should form a distinctive fea-
ture of the ceremony of unveiling a statue
or monument. but it should never be used
as the covering for the statue or monu-
ment.

The flag, when {lown at half staff,
should be first hoisted to the peak for an
instant and then lowered to the half-staff
position. The flag should be again raised
to the peak before it is lowered for the
day. By “half staff” is meant lowering the
flag to one-half the distance between the
top and bottom of the staff.

The flag should never touch anything
beneath it. such as the ground. the floor,
water, or merchandise.

The flag should never be used as dra-
pery of any sort whatsoever, never fes-

tooned, drawn back, nor up, in folds, but
always allowed to fall free. Bunting of
blue, white, and red, always arranged
with the blue above, the white in the mid-
dle, and the red below, should be used for
covering a speaker’s desk, draping the
front of a platform and for decoration in
general.

The flag should never be fastened, dis-
played, used, or stored in such a manner
as will permit it to be easily torn, soiled,
or damaged in any way.

The flag should never be used as a
covering for a ceiling.

The flag should never have placed upon
it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to
it any mark, insignia, letter, word, figure,
design, picture, or drawing of any nature.

The flag should never be used as a re-
ceptable for receiving, holding, carrying,
or delivering anything. It should not be
used as a marker in flag tournaments or
driving contests.

The flag should never be used for ad-
vertising purposes in any manner what-
soever.

The flag, when it is in such condition
that it is no longer a fitting emblem for
display, should be destroyed in a dignified
way, preferably by burning.

MULLIGANS!

As wo> were on the starting tee
The Reverend Bishop said to me:
"A Mulligan?”  And | replied:
“Never until the day l've died.”

A Mulligan in golf is this—

A drive allowed for one you miss,
A bit of cheating for the score

By taking five and claiming four.

A Mulligan? to one and all

1 say: get up and hit the ball;
No Bishop of a Holy See

Can get a Mulligon from me.

If you should wear a Cardinal’s Hat,
You'd get no Mulligan for that.
Until the final putt is made,

Play golf the way it should be played.

Javes F. Bram
Minikanna CLuB
Min~NcapoLls, MINXN,
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made through an obstruction. Then in the
1951 issue of Rules of Golf the phrase “but
in no case shall relief be obtained by mea-
suring through the obstruction” was a part
of the Rule. The incorporation of the
quoted phrase limitation was quite clear,
but the 1952 issue does not carry it. Does
this mean that the obstruction Rule is to be
literally applied, that is, two club-lengths
in any desired direction, but mnot nearer
the hole?

A2: In proceeding under Rule 31-2, the
player may not measure through an im-
movable obstruction in determining where
to drop within two club-lengths of that point
of the obstruction nearest which the ball
originally lay.

“Interference” Must Be Actual

Q3: The obstruction Rule provides re-
lief if the obsiruction be within two club-
lengths of the ball and if obstruction inter-
feres with stance or backward or forward
swing. If ball came to rest against an ob-
struction, the player may drop within two
club-lengths of the obstruction. There is
thus implied that interference is recog-
nized if the obstruction be within two club-
lengths and be in line of backward or for-
ward swing. Is this correct?

A3: Interference must be actual in order
for Rule 31-2 to operate.

Ball in Tree “Moved” by Player

Q4: If player starts to climb a tree to
knock his ball down and while the player
is in the tree the ball drops to the ground, is
he deemed to have caused the ball to move
or is it a question of fact as to whether the
player’s activities caused the ball to move?
It seems to me that there should be a pen-
alty stroke, for, had the ball not dropped
to the ground, the player could have done
little more than tap the ball to the ground.

A4: The player sustains a penalty of one
stroke under Rule 27.1c, as the ball must
be deemed to have been moved accidentally.

Relief from Obstruction
When Provisional Ball Has Been Played

Q5: Rule 30-3 provides that, if the origi-
nal ball be in a water hazard or lateral
water hazard, the original ball may be
plaved as it lies: otherwise further play
must be with the provisional. Does as it lies
mean that the player is not allowed the
relief from an interfering obstruction as is

covered under Rule 33-1c in connection with
further play of original ball?

A5: No; it means he may not drop a ball
outside the hazard under a one-stroke pen-
alty as provided for in Rule 33-2 and -3. To
permit that would be to give him a third
alternative method of procedure.

Lateral Water Hazard Rule

Qé6: (a) The lateral water hazard Rule
provides the option of dropping a ball with-
in two club-lengths of the margin of either
side of the lateral water hazard opposite the
point where the ball last crossed the mar-
gin of the hazard. However, in Def. l4c
there appears “*** and so placed that
when a ball is dropped within two club-
lengths of where the ball entered the water
hazard**¥”, There is implied here that the
distance allowed is where the ball entered
the hazard, whereas the Rule itself allows
such distance as where the ball last crossed
the margin of the hazard. Does the Rule
govern (disregarding the Definition) ?

(b) We have one hole in San Antonio
where the tee is only a foot or so from a
canal (lateral water hazard). A ball that
is slightly “pushed” actually crosses the
margin of the hazard less than ten yards off
the tee and remains skyward over the
hazard for 175 to 225 yards, when it ac-
tually enters the hazard.

My thought as to Rules is to follow them
to the letter. Accordingly, would vou say
that the local committee would be deviating
from the prescribed Rules of Golf by adopt-
ing a local rule to the effect that a ball in
the lateral water hazard referred to above
may be dropped on either side of the hazard
opposite the point where the ball entered
the hazard? Such would be more workable.

A6: (a) The Rule governs; however,
these two ways of describing the place
where the ball last crossed the hazard mar-
gin are intended to mean the same thing.
The Definition is a guide for the committee
in defining a lateral water hazard; a water
hazard is not a lateral water hazard un-
less the committee so designates it.

(b) The local rule would be wrong if it
meant that the control point for dropping
was the point where the ball physically
made contact with the hazard. Such a point
would be almost impossible to determine
in many cases, especially where the point
of contact is in water.

It is considered that the most practical
control point for dropping is the point
where the ball last crosses the hazard mar-
gin, as specified in Rule 33-3b.
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Playing Ball which Lies
Out of Bounds

Q7: Until 1952 the play of an out-of-
bounds ball was loss of hole in match and
disqualification in stroke. The 1952 issue,
as to stroke play, merely imposes the gen-
eral penalty: two strokes. The “changes
since 1951”7 in the back of the book make
no reference to the change in penalty from
disqualification to two strokes. Was it in-
tended that playing an out-of-bounds ball
in stroke play incurred only a two-stroke
penalty?

If so. if in stroke play a player’s ball is
out of bounds and the player lifts and drops
his ball due to interference from an ob-
struction or casual water and then plays the
ball from out of bounds, would he incur a
two-stroke penalty under the out-of-bounds
Rule and an additional two-stroke penalty
for lifting his ball? The obstruction Rule
definitely treats with objects that are with-
in the course, and my thought is that all
Rules governing play are for situations that
are within the course. Accordingly, what
Rule would cover the case of an out of
bounds ball that is lifted and dropped and
then played from out of bounds in stroke
play?

Rule 1, stroking the ball the entire dis-
tance, is similar to the out-of-bounds situa-
tion, in that penalty is only two strokes in
stroke play now, whereas the Preamble here-
tofore provided disqualification. Is this the
way that it was intended?

A7: A ball which lies out of bounds is
not in play; see Definition 5.

In stroke play, if a stroke he plaved
with such a ball. the player is penalized two
strokes under Rule 21-3 dealing with play-
ing a wrong ball.

If the player then completely fails to put
another ball into play as required by Rule
29-1, he has not played the hole (Rule 1)
or the stipulated round (Definition 29 and
Rule 7.2), and he therefore has no score
which can be accepted. See also Rule 21.3.

The underlying principles were the same
in 1951, when USGA Rule 21(5) provided
that the competitor must hole out with his
own ball (in play) at every hole under
penalty of disqualification. However, the
disqualification penalty for violation of
USGA Rule 9(1) of 1951 was also appli-
cable to any failure to proceed properly
when a ball lay out of bounds; for exam-
ple, if another ball were dropped at a place
not as near as possible to the spot from
which the first ball was played, the penalty
was disqualification. Under Rule 29-1 of

1952, the penalty is two strokes; but if the

ball be deliberately dropped nearer the hole

the player has failed to play the hole and

the stipulated round and has no score
which can be accepted.

Questions by: F. A. BurrrscHeLL

San Antonio, Tex.

Ball on Bridge in Hazard
USGA 52-58
D.14-a, 20; R.31, 33-1, 33-2

Q: Player’s ball has come to rest on top
of a foot bridge and over a water hazard.

Q1: If the player is able to take his nor-
mal stance and strike the ball in the direc-
tion of his choice without interference from
the bridge,

(a) May he play the ball from the bridge

without penalty?

(b) If so, may he ground his club on the

bridge?

Al: (a): Yes.

(b): Yes.

Q2: If the player is unable to take his
normal stance in order to strike the bhall in
the direction of his choice, and if the bridge
is movable. Rule 31-1 seems to apply and
he may first remove the bridge and then,
the ball having been moved in so doing, he
must drop his ball as near as possible to the
spot from which it was moved but not
nearer the hole (which in this instance must
be in the water hazard immediately below
its original resting place on the bridge be-
fore said bridge was removed.)

(a) Is this correct? _

(b} May he take the alternative of con-
sidering his ball in the hazard and
proceeding under Rule 33-2a or b?

A2: (a): Yes.

(b): Yes.

Q3: If the plaver is unable to take his
normal stance in order to strike the ball in
the direction of his choice, and if the bridge
is immovable, Rule 31-2 seems to apply.
and he may lift his ball and drop it not
more than two club-lengths from the spot
on the bridge where it originally lay and
not nearer the hole.

(a) Is this correct?

(b)Y If the bridge is so wide that drop-
ping the ball within two club-lengths
from the spot on the bridge where it
originally lay will not get the ball
off the bridge. may he drop it with-
in two club-lengths from that edge

of the bridge nearest to where the
ball lay?
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{¢) 1 the ball lies so near the end of
the bridge that the two club-lengths
distance from its original position
extends outside the confines of the
hazard, is the player permitted to
drop his ball within the two club-
lengths area outside the hazard with-
out penalty? (In 1951, Rule 7-4b(ii)
stated that such a ball should be
placed “in the hazard”. Do the 1952
Rules give the player a “break”™ in
this respect?)

A3: (a): He may drop the ball within
two club-lengths of the point of
the edge of the bridge nearest
which the ball originally lay;
the ball must be dropped in
the hazard and must come to
rest in the hazard.

(b): Yes—see answer 3 (a) above.

{c¢): No. The ball must be dropped
in the hazard and must come
to rest in the hazard. See
USGA Decision 52-24.

“Wall” of Bunker

Q4: Please also clarify Rule 33-1b (this
has nothing to do with the bridge ques-
tions above). Player’s ball comes to rest
in thé sand-covered portion of a bunker
near the side or back of the bunker. If the
sand-covered portion extends up the side
or banking of the bunker so steeply that
the player cannot take a normal swing
without hitting the sand with his club sone
distance in back of his ball, does the term
“wall” in this Rule include the above-men-
tioned side of the bunker and exempt the
player from any penalty under Rule 337
If so, about how far back of the ball does
this “wall” have to be in order to avoid
having the player accused of grounding his
club?

A4: Sand in a bunker is part of the
hazard and is not a “wall” in the sense
contemplated by Rule 33-1b. See Definition
14-a. Touching sand might improve the lie
of the ball in the sense that the stroke
would be facilitated, and this would violate
Rule 33-1.

Questions by: WitLiam O. BLANEY
Boston, Mass.

Ball Rolling out of Hazard
When Dropped in Hazard

USGA 52-59.
R. 114, 22-1, 27-1a, 26-1.
Q1: A and B playing qualifying round.

On the eighth hole, A sliced into sand trap
at right of green. The trap had very little
sand in it due to recent rains. A played his
next stroke out of bounds. In dropping ball
in correct manner in sand, A’s ball rolled
out of bare sand and away from hole onto
edge of fairway. Does this ball have to be
redropped or replaced so that it will come
to rest in the hazard?

Al: Yes. As the ball originally lay with-
in the confines of the hazard, a ball dropped
under Rule 29-1 must come to rest within
the confines of the same hazard. Otherwise,
the plaver would not be playing his next
stroke “as nearly as possible at the spot
from which the original ball was plaved.”
The principle of equity (Rule 11-4) would
require a player to re-drop without penalty
if his ball. when first dropped, rolled out
of a hazard and to place his ball if it were
impossible to drop it se that it would not
roll out of the hazard. Rule 22-1 is based
upon the same principle.

Siroke Conceded
Cannot Be Recalled

©2: A and B are playing a match. A had
a putt of about 12 inches for a half, which
B gave to him. A accepted putt and then
putted ball, missing the hole. B claimed
that A putted the ball and missed. thereby
losing the hole. A claimed that B gave him
the putt and what he did after that did not
matter.

A2: A was correct. When a stroke has
been conceded and the Rules have not been
infringed, the concession may not be re-

called.

“Dropping’” Ball in Tree

Q3: A and B are playing C and D in a
maich-play foursome. On No. 15, A drove
a ball which lodged in a tree about eight
feet off the ground. A spectator knocked
the ball down from the tree. In complying
with Rule 27-1, it is impossible to drop in
the prescribed manner and have the ball
stay in the tree. What is your raling?

A3: The principle of equity (Rule 11-4)
would require that the ball be replaced in
the tree as near as possible to the spot
from which it was moved, without penalty,
in order to comply with Rule 27-1a in the
sitnation you describe. Rule 22-1 is based
upon the same prineiple.

Questions by: Miss Erma A. JoHNsON
San Gasrier, CaL.
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Fertilizer Purchases and Storage

I shall never forget my astonishment
time after time when I would recommend
an adequate fertilizer program for the
fairways and the Chairman would say,
“Oh, we don’t have enough money for
that!” Later on we would go down to the
barn and T would see a ton or so of a
brand-name fertilizer which at that time
was selling at two to three times the
price of farm fertilizer of the same chem-
ical analysis. In effect, they could have
been using three times the amount of fer-
tilizer at the same cost if they had bought
right. This information always has been
available from the USGA Green Section.
In too many cases the nine-hole courses
have not asked for information and gui-
dance from the Green Section.

Another thing I often noticed was
that fertilizer was stored on or near the
ground. The bags had become water-
soaked and much of the fertilizer had be-
come caked and virtually useless. It
doesn’t take a big budget to store fer-
tilizer properly.

Topdressing

Many nine-hole golf courses used to
topdress their greens once a month with
one and one-half to two cubic yards to a
green of 3,500 to 4,000 square feet. The
topdressing usually was loaded with weed
seeds, which necessitated hiring extra
help to hand-weed the greens several
times a year.

The USGA Green Section steadily has
advocated less topdressing and repeatedly
has directed attention to excellent putting
greens that have not had a topdressing
in 12 to 15 years. The introduction of
superior grasses and the development of
better fungicides have been as applicable
to nine-hole courses as to 18-hole courses
because in both cases the better grasses
and the better fungicides have resulted in
better turf and at lower cost.

Water
Watering the greens every night costs
nine-hole courses a great deal of money
and frequently results in costly loss of
turf through shallow roots which could
not withstand the severe summer weather.

The USGA Green Section has spent
thousands of dollars to learn how to water
turf properly. This information is avail-
able and applicable to nine-hole courses.
Now we are working on combinations of
grasses together with aerifying and ade-
quate feeding so that water may be
needed only once or twice a month. This
is not a fanciful prediction. It is an
actual occurrence.

Grasses

The USGA Green Section and cooperat-
ing agencies have developed a number of
superior turf grasses which will help the
nine-hole courses produce better turf and
at lower cost. Here are just a few of
them:

-3 bermudagrass

Merion bluegrass

Tifton 57 bermudagrass

Meyer (Z-52) zoysia

Centipedegrass seed

Polycross creeping bent seed

Polycross creeping red fescues
Virtually every important turf grass in
the United States is being investigated
from the standpoint of improvement for
lower-cost turf.

For nearly 30 years the USGA Green
Section has been working on ways and
means to minimize the loss of turf from
disease. Better fungicides, bétter use of
water, other management practices, all
are designed to help the nine-hole course
as well as the other courses.

It has been our pleasure to have started
a significant trend in the direction of
chemical control of weeds in turf through
selective means. This trend has reached
a point today where no golf course need
have any weeds. The fact that weeds can
be controlled means that fewer mowings
are needed during the vyear, especially
through the fairways and in the roughs.
This has meant a significant saving.

Better insecticides have been developed,
and today no golf course need have its
turf eaten up with grubs. How well I re-
call many nine-hole courses throughout
Pennsylvania with most of the turf gone
at the end of the summer from white
grub and Japanese beetle grub attacks!
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week-end play intensified soil compaction
of many putting-green surfaces. Too,
grass root systems were shallow as a re-
sult of the continuous rains. Usually we
encounter moderately dry weather in May
which is beneficial to turf as root systems
go down. This was not true this year,
and when we experienced a few consecu-
tive dry, hot days in June, the shallow-
rooted grasses weren’t able to take it
Turf areas which were predominanily
Poa Trivialis and Poa annua looked
beautiful in May but sad in June. Aerated
turfs, where air and water movement were
good, came through these adverse condi-
tions in far better shape than unaerated
turf.

Mr. Hallowell cited Alex Strachan’s re-
cent experience with regard to water
utilization. Alex was informed that the
water on his course was to be shut off
at certain hours each day; therefore, he
aerified his greens prior to watering and
concluded that the amount of water he
formerly applied under normal circum-
stances was excessive. Aerification allows
for more uniform placement of water,
decreases run-off, cuts down on water
bills and makes possible more judicious
use of waler.

Mr. Hallowell spoke of a recent Phil-
adelphia meeting of golf course superin-
tendents at which the membeérs discussed
at length the subject of getting greens
into shape for the hot summer months.
The discussion revolved about aeration
which points up the fact that when things
get tough, regardless of season, the super-
intendent includes aeration in conjunction
with other management practices to help
him through. Aeration is as good a prac-
tice as any we have when we are in
trouble. Aeration is here to stay.

Mr. Hallowell showed several interest-
ing slides of aeration results and prac-
tices, with emphasis on the ever-important
fundamentals in soils and tur{ culture.
These included slides showing thin root
growth resulting from aerating with the
hollow-tine fork as compared with the
dense root growth resulting from sub-

COMING EVENTS

Field Day. Greater Cincinnati
and Cincinnati Golf Course
Taylor Boyd.

September 24:
Golfers 1
Superintendents.

October 6-7: Turf Conference, University of Cali-
fornia, los Angeles, Cal. Sam Houston.

QOctober 9-10: Turf Conference, University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, Cal. John J. McElroy.

October 13-14: Turf Conference, Washington
State College, Pullman, Wash. Alvin G. Law.

October 20-21: Turf Conference, Okichoma A. &
M. College, Stillwater, Okla. Jack R. Harlan.

October 22-24; Third Turf Conference, Ceniral
Plains Turf Foundation and Kansas State
College, Manhattan, Kan. William F. Pickett
and L. E. Lambert.

November 17-21: American Society of Agronomy
Meetings, Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati,
Ohio. L. G. Monthy.

December 1.3: Texas Turf Conference,
A, 8& M. College, College Station,
James R. Watson.

Texas
Texas,

surface cultivation with the half-tine
spoons and several slides showing severe
matting conditions on bentgrass turf.

Many superintendents report less dis-
ease incidence when the matted condition
is relieved. Whether this is due entirely
to aeration, they cannot say, but certainly
it is a factor. Aerification also makes for
more resilient greens, thereby enabling
the golfer to pitch to the green with more
accuracy and assurance. Shale soils also
will compact if layered, and in such cases
aeration is needed even on such light
soils. A matted condition is dangerous,
whether it be on tee, fairway or green.
A bad break in weather may cause matted
turf to go out. This happened at Wilshire
Country Club, Los Angeles. Several golf
courses open late in the season, and turf
(creeping bents and fescues, especially)
mowed infrequently in early season tend
to mat excessively. The numerous clip-
pings decompose slowly and result in
thatch build-up.

Slides of compacted areas on aprons
and fairways showed machinery tracks
plainly visible. These worn-out areas were
in need of more aerification. Another
slide compared the healing ability of dif-
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zoysias would pay handsome turf-insur-
ance dividends. The initial plantings need
not be large, but steady increase of each
of these selections could be made on a
long-range program basis.

The Management of Grass
Around Trees With Fuel Oil
By R. WILLIAMS and E. STATEN
Beverry Country Crus, CHicaco, ILL.

A method of managing grass around
trees was devised to eliminate laborious
hand or power cutting. An area ap-
proximately 18 inches wide around each
tree was sprayed with fuel oil. This left
a mat of dead turf,

The fuel oil was applied with a three-
gallon sprayer mounted on a caddie cart
for ease of movement. Approximately 20
seconds were required to spray around
each tree. It took approximately 32
hours of labor and 30 gallons of fuel
oil to complete the job for the entire
course. It is estimated that we have
3,000 to 4,000 trees.

Two applications were made, the first
in May and the second in August. The
second application was necessary because
of the re-growth of some of the grass and
the germination of some annual weeds.
The trees and the rough loocked well
groomed practically all season, and the
area around the trees was very suitable
for hitting a controlled golf shot. This
method saved many hours of labor and
the results were considered superior.

TURF MANAGEMENT

Worth-while discussions of the problems con-
fronting Green Commifttee Chairmen are con-
tained in TURF MANAGEMENT, o book sponsored
by the United States Golf Association, This volume
was edited by H. Burton Musser and published
by the McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. It is available
through the USGA, 40 East 38th Street, New
York 16, N. Y.; the USGA Green Section, Room
331, Administration Building, Plant Industry Sta.
tion, Beltsville, Md., and bookstores generally,
The price is $6.

"tion Service Subscribers.

SOURCES OF MERION SEED

The USGA Green Section cannot furn-
ish a list of all suppliers of Merion blue-
grass seed (and other turf seeds), but
we wish to invite the attention of USGA
JournaL readers to our list of Green Sec-
This list will
be made available to all readers who
send a stamped, addressed envelope with
their request to the USGA Green Section,
Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md.

Somewhere in the list of Green Section
Service Subscribers there will be a dealer
near you who will be in a more favorable
position to furnish seeds of improved turf
grasses than firms not affiliated with the
Green Section. We suggest that our sub-
scribers be given a chance to supply you..
Through their subscriptions ($35 a year)
they help to build our Education Fund
which enables us to develop and support
cooperative turf research over the United
States.

Results of the Merion bluegrass sur-
vey have been tabulated. Mimeographed

copies will be sent upon receipt of re-

guesis accompanied by a self-addressed,
stamped envelope. Requests should be
directed to the USGA Green Section,
Plant Industry Station, Beltsville, Md.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Q. Our putting greens are gone, not a
blade of grass left but goosegrass and
crabgrass. Our Poa annuae fairways that
were beautiful last spring are now brown
and bare. We have no nursery. We have
fired the greenkeeper. What should we
do now? (New York)

A. Rehire your greenkeeper at a higher
salary (if he will come back). Start
planting a nursery of improved grasses.

Don’t let the golfers tell the green-
keeper to pour on more water. That is
probably what ruined the turf.

Have the pro teach the golfers how
to play shots to firm greens.

Visit other clubs to see how they handle
their problem. Yours is not an isolated
case.
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NOTES ON SOIL COMPACTION

In the spring of 1952, Charles Danner,
of the Richland Country Club, Nashville,
Tenn., submitted several cup-cutter plugs
of soil and turf from one of his bent
putting greens. This green had been
built according to carefully drawn specifi-
cations, using sand and soil which had
been approved by several individuals. In
the process of construction a Rototiller
was used to mix the material. A year
or two after the green was in play it was
noticed that the surface became very hard
and compact, and water penetrated with
difficulty. The samples were analyzed by
Dr. V. J. Kilmer, Soil Management and
Irrigation, Bureau of Plant Industry, De-
partment of Agriculture. Here are the
results as submitted through the USGA
Green Section to Mr. Danner.

MECHANICAL ANALYSIS

Surface Subsurface

Very coarse sand 10.9 121
Coarse sand 32.8 21.9
Medium sand 23.3 37.7
Fine sand 11.0 13.5
Very fine sand 1.8 0.9
Silt 12.2 8.7
Cliay 8.0 5.2

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

Fraction Diameter Surface Subsurface

I 20 -02 4.7 82.3
I 0.2 - 0.02 10.0 6.8
HI 0.2 - 0.002 7.3 5.7
v Less than 0.002 8.0 5.2

Our interpretation is that the higher
content of very fine sand, silt and clay
in the surface layer is enough to give you
the compaction effect.  This evidence
further condemns the Rototiller as an
implement for preparing a seedbed for
putting greens. It is apparent that the
particles of different sizes were redistrib-
uted by the effects of the Rototiller action.
action.

The composition of the soil mixture
in the subsurface is nearly ideal from

every standpoint. The mass of bent roots
in the subsurface soil was one of the
heaviest I have ever seen.

It would appear that, in order to cor-
rect this condition, frequent aerifying
must be resorted to. This will be es-
sential to encourage the roots to grow
through the compacted layer so that they
can work in the uncompacted subsurface
zone. In time we would expect that the
compacted layer may disappear with con-
stant aerifying but this will take several
years.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Q: My home is in a suburb. I’'m going
to plant a new lawn and I'm very much
interested in the new grasses you have
developed. I would like to have a perfect
lawn with a minimum of care, capable
of taking the punishment of four young
children. Should 1 gamble on these new
grasses or should I stay with a seed
known to be successful in this area? If
so what is it? The local landscapers say
Kentucky bluegrass. [ wont have it
When I most want a lawn for croquet,
badminton, etc. during the vacation per-
iod, the bluegrass is brown, dormant and
thin.

A: We would urge you to give the new
improved grasses a thorough trial. We
are all too aware of the failure of blue-
grass to produce the kind of turf that
most people want during the season when
they want to use their lawns for various
purposes. We have been urging people
to use more of the warm-season grasses,
such as bermuda and zoysia, because
these grasses are at their best when people
want to use their lawns. The U-3 bermuda
may not be as successful in your area as
the Meyer zoysia. Enclosed you will find
a list of suppliers of the improved warm-
season grasses. We have named no sup-
pliers of Merion bluegrass because you
will get this seed from your local seed
dealer.
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pedegrass can be planted either as sprigs
or as sced.

Bitter blue St. Augustine is one of the
better turf grasses, especially for the
shade, along the Gulf Coast states, by
virtue of its resislance to chinch bug.

This by no means exhausts the list of
improved turf grasses for the south and
southeast, but at least it will give home-
owners in that area something to start on.

For the northeast there are several im-
proved turf grasses. Among the cool-
season group we have Merion bluegrass,
still in extremely short supply and bring-
ing an exorbitantly high price. We shall
not encourage home gardeners to seed
down entire lawns to Merion bluegrass,
because the high price at the present time
seems to be unjustified. But we do en-
courage homeowners to get a small quan-
tity to plant on a small area to test it for
adaplation under their conditions.

Meyer (Z-52) zoysia is an improved
type of Zoysia japonica which has been
reported in the USGA JOURNAL and other
magazines and is available on the market
to turf lovers all over the United States.
It is widely adapted from New England
to Miami and from Southern California
practically to the Canadian border, ex-
cept in the Pacific Northwest. It does
not seem to do well there. Sources of
supply of this grass and others will be
available at this office upon receipt of
a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

U-3 bermudagrass is another improved
turf grass which is finding favor on many
lawns especially in the South Central
Plains and in Southern California. In
Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri and sur-
rounding territories, U-3 bermudagrass is
outstanding in its performance. Properly
maintained and fertilized U-3 bermuda-
grass lawns are free of crabgrass. The
same thing is true of Meyer zoysia.
Properly fertilized and with no irrigation
some turf nurseries have guaranteed
Meyer zoysia lawns to develop free of
crabgrass. 1 doubt if this has ever been
done before with any other turf grass.

The creeping red fescues and Chewings

red fescues now on the market are con-
sidered to be standard forms of fescues.
They are not sufliciently improved to say
that they will be highly successful in
fighting crabgrass. Some of them are
better than common types of fescues, but
through research new fescues are being
developed and soon will be on the market.
By the same token, there are no improved
bentgrasses on the market that are par-
ticularly suitable for home lawns.

Topsoil

The term “topsoil” is a sort of myth
in which a great many homeowners be-
lieve. In the USGA Green Section we
have been able to develop turf on raw
subsoil which is superior to most of the
turf developed on so-called “topsoil.”
What we are trying to say is that with
the proper turf grasses adapted to the
conditions, properly fertilized and
watered, only the minimum topseil, as
such, is required.  The best grasses
will grow on practically any type of soil
that is handy, even the kinds of soil that
come from sub-basements. This is rather
a drastic statement in face of all of the
recommendations for six inches or more
of rich topsoil, which, if you will examine
the record, has not in any way helped to
keep a lawn free of crabgrass.

The basis of good turf is an adapted
grass properly managed. The manage-
ment of most lawns has not been too bad.
However, there is a tremendous need for
a more foolproof turf grass that will give
the homeowner the kind of a lawn he
wants without constant care such as the
golf-course superintendent must give his
golf course. We believe that that day is
not too far distant. Already, through our
research, we have developed fertilizers
that are nearly foolproof. When the bet-
ter grasses and the better fertilizers are
brought together in an intelligent manner
and given the minimum quantity of water
necessary to keep the grass alive, then
and only then will we begin to achieve
success in the face of the constantly grow-
ing threat of crabgrass.
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IT’S YOUR HONOR

Re the Public Links
To e USGA:

The Miami Country Club was host at
your 27th Amateur Public Links Cham-
pionship.

I am writing you this letter in behalf
of our club to express our pleasure in
entertaining this tournament. It is my
understanding that this was the first
time that it has been held at a private
club.

As you know, Miami Country Club
is a private club and is one of the old-
est private clubs in the United States.
The selection of our club for this
tournament was a departure from your
custom of having the tournament on a
public links. It was a departure upon
our part to accept such a tournament,
and I am happy to report that not only
do we not have any regrets in enter-
taining this tournament but that the
tournament was an inspiration to the
Board of Governors and to the member-
ship as a whole, as we have never en-
tertained a more appreciative group of
gentlemen and sportsmen.

At this time our club would like to
go on record as expressing our appre-
ciation for the honor of entertaining
this representative group of golfers and
to recommend to any private course in
the United States the Amateur Public
Links Championship.

Epwarp P. WHITE, PRESIDENT
Miami Country CLus
Miamr, Fra.

A Caddie Strike
To tHE Nassau DaiLy Review STar
RoexviLe CENTRE, N. Y.

You had a story about the golf cad-
dies at Woodmere going on strike for
more money.

In the first place the labor laws
govern the age and the rate of pay
of a caddie. “Someonc” is striving to
organize caddies. On the surface this
seems a trifling matter, but here we
have healthy boys coming under the

influence of “someone” who is going
to try and teach them that they can
strike for more money than some of
them deserve. These boys are too young
to learn uneconomic tactics.

Let’s get down to cases.

I play golf, about 125 rounds a year,
and at $3 per-round caddie fees, I pay
$375. A caddie earns double for carry-
ing two bags, and he gets $6 in the
morning and $6 in the afternoon, or
$12 per day on Saturday and Sunday.
Counting holidays and weekday caddy-
ing he earns about $2.500 a vear.

At our club, Seawane Harbor, 16,000
rounds of golf are played each year.
At $3 per round this is a $48,000 in-
come to the boys of the neighborhood.
In addition, caddies are allowed to
play golf free on Mondays the year
‘round. Also, the golf teams of the
nearby high schools are allowed to play
on Mondays, and they are not caddies.
This is done as a courtesy to high
school boys.

Here is another aspect of the caddie
situation. The members (and their
wives) are usually successful in busi-
ness, or as owners of their own busi-
nesses are in positions where new help
can be hired. Members observe atten-
tive boys and help them. Some smart
and polite boys are given employment
in members’ firms. Caddies therefore
get a start in husiness that could not be
otherwise obtained.

So, you see, there is more than just
news to a caddie strike. I think your
paper should view it as a bad influence
and as an important community dis-
aster.

GiLgert C. Tomprkins
New York, N. Y.

Editor's Note: The USGA Journal invites
comments on matters relating to the welfare
of the game and will publish them as space
permits.
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