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USGA COMPETITIONS FOR 1962

Championship Entries Qualifying Dates of
or Team Match Close Rounds Event Location
Open May 2 Local—May 21 June 14-15-16 Oakmont Country Club,
**Sectional—June 5 Oakmont, Pa.
‘Women’s Open June 13 June 28-29-30 Dunes Golf & Beach Club
Mpyrtle Beach, S. C.
Amateur Public Links *May 31 tJune 17-24 July 9-14 Sheridan Park Golf
Course,
Tonawanda, N. Y.
Junior Amateur June 27 July 17 Aug. 14 Lochmoor Club,
Grosse Pointe Woods,
Mich.
(1) Curtis Cup Match e _ Aug. 17-18 Broadmoor Golf Club,
Colorado Springs,
Colo.
Girls’ Junior Aug. 3 —_— Aug. 20-24 C. C. of Buffalo,
Williamsville, N. Y.
Women’s Amateur Aug. 8 e Aug. 27-Sept. 1 C. C. of Rochester,
Rochester, N. Y.
Amateur Aug. 15 iSept. 4 or 5 Sept. 17-22 Pinehurst Country Club,
Pinehurst, N. C.
Senior Amateur Aug. 29 Sept. 13 Oct. 1-6 Evanston Golf Club,
Skokie, IllL
2) World Amateur Team  —— —_— Oct. 10-13 Fuji Golf Course,

Kawana, Japan

+«» Open Championship: Date of Sectional Qualifying Championships may be changed to Monday,
June 4 if local authority in charge deems advisable.

Amateur Public Links Championship: *Entries close with each Sectional Qualifying Chairman.
t Exact date in each Section to be fixed by Sectional Chairman.
(1) Curtis Cup Match: Women’s amateur teams—British Isles vs. United States.
(2) World Amateur Team Championship: Men’s amateur teams.







length, 76 additions to existing courses
and 86 new par-3 courses.

The latest Foundation statistics tell of
6,623 courses in the United States, 4%
million golfers who play at least 15
rounds annually; $1,556,000,000 invested
in land, courses, facilities and furnish-
ings; $138,000,000 spent annually to main-
tain courses and grounds; and a total of
87,562,000 rounds played during the year.

The resort states of California and
Florida are experiencing the most rapid
growth in number of courses. Thirty-one
standard length courses opened in Cali-
fornia during 1961. Florida was next
with 22.

Not Specified

It has come to the attention of the
USGA that some new golf courses are
reported to have been “built according
to USGA specifications.”

The Association does not promulgate
specifications for golf course construc-
tion. The Association’s Green Section has,
in recent years, recommended specifica-
tions for ideal composition of putting
greens only. However, such specifica-
tions are not likely to be of use if the
club does not have laboratory analyses
of soils used for the greens.

New USGA Agronomist

Holman M. Griffin has joined the staff
of the USGA Green Section as a South-
western Agronomist. He had been a Park
Maintenance Supervisor for the Dallas
Park Department since 1958.

A native of Dallas, Griffin is a graduate
of Texas A & M College where he
majored in Agronomy. He served as a
Lieutenant in the U. S. Army from 1956
to 1958.

Griffin replaces James R. Kollett, who
has resigned, on the Green Section
Staff. Charles E. Croley, who has been a
Southwestern Agronomist at the Green
Section office on the Texas A & M
campus, has been transferred to the
Northeastern Office at Highland Park,
N. I

Golf Accident Survey

Accidents at golf clubs occur at a rate of
2.8 accidents per club each year, accord-

ing to a recent survey made by the Insti-
tute for Safer Living.

The survey, based on data supplied by
232 clubs, shows that 57.6% of all acci-
dents are caused by persons being hit by
balls. Injuries sustained through acci-
dents with golf clubs account for 11.4%,
and heat prostration is a cause of 9.5%
accidents.

More than half the accidents (52%)
are sustained by players. Caddies are in-
volved in 25% of the accidents and
workers in the remaining 23%.

Based on its survey, the Institute has
produced a safety poster which it offers
free of charge to clubs. It is available at
any office of the American Mutual Lia-
bility Insurance Company.

Scholarship Prizes Banned

As of January 1, 1962, it is no longer
permissable for an amateur golfer to ac-
cept a scholarship as a prize in a golf
competition.

Although this was permissable before
January 1, 1962, the Rules of Amateur
Status have been changed to conform
with a policy of the National Collegiate
Athletic Association which provides that
scholarships to NCAA member institu-
tions must be awarded by the institu-
tion’s regular committee or other agency
for the awarding of scholarships and that
such committees must have the final
determination of the student athlete who
is to receive an award.

Since a scholarship is the equivalent
of money, this prohibition applies to all
scholarships, not just to those valued at
more than $200.

A Tourist’s Stroll

Golf, according to the Russian publica-
tion Nedelya, is “similar to a tourist’s
stroll with a stick and a ball.”

Nedelya, an illustrated journal pub-
lished by Izvestia, the official Russian
Government newspaper, explained to its
readers recently that in golf ‘“the one
who hits 36 holes first is the winner.”

The Russian article said golf was ori-
ginated in Denmark in the 15th century,
and that players cover the court twice
over 18 grass fields. On each field, re-
ported to be 100 to 500 meters in length,
there is one hole. A meter is 39.37 inches.
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According to the author, “Both men
and women play golf; mostly people who
are well off. That is why the play is con-
ducted with comfort. Players can begin
early and stretch it out till darkness. The
rules provide for breaks for lunch, din-
ner and time out for smokes.”

Participants, the Russian audience was
told, do not hurry from one field to an-
other. Behind them are boys who carry
12 different sticks and ‘“when it is neces-
sary to hit a ball a considerable distance,
they select a stick that is heavier and
thicker.”

Lady Pros in Britain

Chalk up another victory for the
feminists.

Early in February the Professional
Golfers Association of Great Britain an-
nounced that women would be admitted
to its ranks.

Col. Harry Reed, Secretary of the Bri-
tish PGA, said “Instead of waiting for
the inevitable to hit us, we are going for-
ward to meet it.”

This means women theoretically could
compete on the British tournament ecir-
cuit, and what appears more likely, can
be hired as club professionals.

Women never have had the oppor-
tunity to be hired as club instructors in
the past although several women players
have relinquished their amateur status
because of connections with equipment
manufacturers.

Mrs. Jessie Anderson, one of Britain’s
prominent players, indicated she mlght
enter professional tournaments but was
skeptical about her chances.

“Candidly, I can’t see women com-
peting successfully with men from men’s
tees,” she said. “But from women’s tees
we might get somewhere.”

USGA Staff Changes

Frank Hannigan has been appointed
Tournament Relations Manager of the
USGA, replacing Robert C. Renner who
resigned to become Assistant Sports Edi-
tor of the Indianapolis News.

Hannigan had been the USGA Public
Information Manager for the past year.
Eddie L. Ervin will replace Hannigan.
Ervin was formerly Associate Editor of
GoLF WoRLD magazine.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE USGA

REGULAR
Ariz. Maryvale Men‘s Club
Ariz. Show Low Country Club
Calif. Buena Vista Golf Club
Calif. Jurupa Hills Golf Association
Calif. La Quinta Country Club
Fla. Bay Hill Club
Fla. Cape Coral Country Club
Fla. Rolling Hills Country Club
11k Mt. Carmel Golf Club
ind. Morris Park Country Club
Md. University of Maryland Golf Ciub
Mass. Pleasant Valley Country Club
N. J. Jersey City Police and Fireman’s
Golf Club
Okla. Boise City Golf Club
Ore. Hidden Valley Golf Club

Pa. Yardley Golf Ciub

W. Va. Green Hills Country Club
ASSOCIATE

Fla. Mid-Florida Golf Course

Fla. University Park Country Club

Tenn. Sewanee Golf and Tennis Club

Books Reviewed

Golf in Europe, 1962, edited by H. T.
Ostermann (distributed in U. S..by GoLr
DicEsT, $3.00). A handbook listing details
on courses in 19 European nations.

Knave of Clubs, by Eric Brown (Stanley
Paul & Co., London). The autobiography
of the outstanding. Scotch professional.

The Secret of Holing Putts, by Horton
Smith and Dawson Taylor (A. S. Barnes
and Co., $4.95). A heavily-illustrated book
co-authored by a renowned professional,
Smith, and by an amateur player.

Necrology

It is w1th deep regret that we record
the death of:

Bernard Darwin, London England, for
39 years golf writer for the “London
Times” and author of many books on the
subject. He was a member of the 1922
British Walker Cup Team.

John D. Hoblitzell, Jr,,  Clarksburg,
W. Va., a member of the USGA Junior
Championship .Committee since  1952.

Robert A. ‘Stranahan, Toledo, Ohio, a
member of the USGA Executwe Comm1t-
tee in. 1944-45. .

Alfred C. Ulmer, Jacksonvﬂle Fla., a
member of the . USGA Senior Champlon«
ship Committee from 1955 through 1960.
He won the Championship of the United
States Seniors’ Golf Association in 1950.
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WORLD RULES UNIFORMITY
RE-ESTABLISHED BY USGA

Uniformity in world golf Rules has been
re-established by the USGA. In line
with its long-standing policy of one code,
the USGA has also:

1. Ended its trial Rules of the last two
years relating to balls out of bounds or
unplayable and the provisional ball;

2. Begun preparations for rules amend-
ments which will be negotiated at its
quadrennial meeting in 1963 with the
Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St.
Andrews, Scotland, when the rules for
1964 will be determined;

3. Decided to minimize future Rules
changes, preferably not oftener than
every four years.

The action on the Rules was announced
at the 68th Annual Meeting of the As-
sociation on January 27 in New York
City, when John M. Winters, Jr., of Tulsa,
Okla., was installed as the USGA Presi-
dent. He succeeds John G. Clock, of Long
Beach, Calif.,, who served in that office
during 1960 and 1961.

Horton Smith was named the eighth
winner of the Bob Jones Award *in
recognition of distinguished sportsman-
ship in golf” at the meeting. One day
earlier, Professor Lawrence S. Dickin-
son received the second USGA Green
Section Award during the annual Green
Section Educational Program.

Rules Proposals

Wm, Ward Foshay, Chairman of the
Rules of Golf Committee, revealed that
the Committee has started drafting pro-
posals for consideration in 1963. These
include the Rules for balls out of bounds
or unplayable, the provisional ball, the
flagstick, repair of ball marks on the
putting green, striking another ball on
the putting green in stroke play, the

penalty for an excessive number of clubs, -

and other present rules which are con-
sidered confusing to many golfers. Mr.
Foshay said there is no sentiment to in-
crease the maximum number of clubs
permitted beyond the present limit of 14.

In the course of drafting, the USGA

By

FRANK HANNIGAN
USGA Public
Information Manager

plans to confer with national, sectional
and state golf association executives, both
amateur and professional. A series of
three meetings to discuss Rules and other
matters of general interest has been
scheduled for March (see page 9).

Re-establishment of one world-wide
code this year means a return to the
USGA’s permanent Rules, administered
jointly by the USGA and the R&A. This
will avoid confusion about Rules in the
World Amateur Team Championship for
the Eisenhower Trophy in Japan in Octo-
ber.

In the 1962 code the USGA will
authorize clubs fo adopt a Local Rule to
provide relief from paved paths and
roads close to playing areas if they un-
fairly affect play.

The summary on page 5 shows the main
differences between the trial Rules and
the permanent Rules to be effective
March 1:

A New Championship

Other highlights of the Annual Meet-
ing included announcements that:

1. The USGA will establish a Senior
Women’s Amateur Championship;

2. Prize money for professionals in
the 1962 Open Championship has been
fixed at $70,000, an increase of $10,000
over the amount scheduled in 1961.

The new Championship, for ladies who
have reached their 50th birthday, will be
at 54 holes stroke play. It will be inaugu-
rated either in 1962 or 1963. The time
and the place for the first tournament
have not been determined. With addition
of the Senior Women’s event, the USGA
program now includes nine annual na-
tional Championships.

First prize in the Open, scheduled for
June 14-16 at the Oakmont Country Club,
Oakmont, Pa., will be $15,000, an in-
crease of $1,000.

The field for the Championship will
again be determined by two series of
qualifying competitions. In the second
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Summary of Rules Changes

Ball out of bounds
(Rule 29-1)

1962

Stroke and distance

1961 Trial

Stroke and distance.
Exception: Clubs could,
by Local Rule, also pro-
vide optionally for drop-
ping a ball, under penalty
of 1 stroke, within 2 club-
lengths of place where
ball last crossed bounda-
ry line.

Ball unplayable
(Rule 29-2) or

(1) Stroke and distance

(2) Drop behind place
where ball lay.
Penalty—2 strokes.

(1) Stroke and distance

or
(2) (a) Drop behind or
(b) within 2 club-

lengths of place
where ball lay;
! if ball lay in
bunker, a ball
must be dropped
in the bunker.

‘\ Penalty—1 stroke.

Provisional ball
(Rule 30)
playable, or

hazard

series, at 13 locations, the prize money
for each event will total $600, as in 1961.
The $7,800 to be awarded at the 13 sec-
tional Qualifying Championships added
to the purse at the Championship proper
increases the total prize money for all
phases of the Open Championship to
$77,800.

Award Winners

Horton Smith, who could not be present
to receive the Bob Jones Award, was
honored for his rare accomplishments in
professional golf as player, teacher and
administrator.

A professional since 1926, Smith be-
came renowned as “The Joplin Ghost”
when his successes included victories in
four consecutive tournaments during the
winter of 1929-30.

He won the first Masters tournament
in 1934, repeated that triumph two years
later, and is now the only man who has

For ball which may be
lost, out of bounds, un-
in water
hazard or lateral water

For ball which may be
lost or out of bounds.

played in every Masters since its incep-
tion. A seven-time selectee for the U. S.
Ryder Cup Team, Smith is regarded as
one of the great putters of all time.

After service during World War II in
the Army Air Force, Smith became ac-
tive in the national affairs of the PGA.
He served the PGA as its Secretary dur-
ing 1950-51 and as President from 1952
through 1954. Over the years he has
striven to elevate the status of the club
professional. His aid and counsel to the
PGA in formulating policy, setting high
standards, and helping it grow, have
been notable.

Smith, professional at the Detroit Golf
Club since 1946, has received many other
honors. IHe was elected to the PGA Hall
of Fame in 1958; elected an honorary
Life Member of the PGA of Great Britain
in 1959; and last year received the Ben
Hogan Award, given by the Golf Writers
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TEN FILMS FOR GOLF MEETINGS

hose ten lively audio-visual aids—the
films in the “Golf House” Film
Library—can now be ordered directly
through the USGA at 40 East 38th Street,
New York City 16. An order form for
that purpose is provided on page 9.

The films, which have been especially
well-received at pre-season golf meetings,
fit generally into two categories: three
dramatizations of the Rules of Golf and
seven others that entertain by their pre-

Orders should
be sent to
USGA office

serntation of the historical and interna-
tional aspects of the game.

All ten are 16 mm. sound films. Eight
are entirely in color. “Walker Cup High-
lights” is split into color and black and
white segments while “Great Moments
in Golf” is entirely black and white.

Orders for films should be planned to
allow approximately four weeks for filing
rental orders. The sale prices of prints
will be supplied on request.

USGA “GOLY¥ HOUSE” FILM LIBRARY

Rules of Golf Dramatizations

“THE RULES OF GOLF—ETIQUETTE"

A family four-ball match stresses the importance
of right relations to other players and to the

course. Ben MHogan appears in several scenes.

Robert T. Jones, Jr., makes the introductory
statement. A “must” for every golfer.
17V2 minutes
“PLAY THEM AS THEY LIE"”

The Rules of Golf for fairway and rough.

Johnny Farrell, the 1928 U. S. Open Champion,
acts as intermediary between Wilbur Mulligan, a
teginner of unimpeachable integrity, and Joshua
P. Slye, a past master in the art of breaking the
Rules. Filmed at Baltusro! Golf Club, Springfield,
N. J.

1612 minutes

“ON THE GREEN’'

The Rules governing situations on the putting
areen. Photographed at the Mid-Ocean Club, Ber-
muda,

17 minvutes

Entertainment, History, Travel

““GREAT MOMENTS IN GOLF”

Eight Champions are seen with the many in-
teresting exhibits in “Golf House,”” home of the
USGA Golf Museum and Library, and in flash-
backs of their playing days. Robert T. Jones,
Jr., during his ““Grand Stam” Ben Hogan
. Francis Ovimet . . Gene Sarazen . . .
Charles Evans, Jr. . . . Findlay S. Dovglas . . .
Mrs. Glenna Collett Vare Miss Margaret
Curtis. Black and white.

28 minutes

“WALKER CUP HIGHLIGHTS”
Historic events in golf’'s oldest team competi-
ticon between Great Britain and the United
States. Robert T. Jones, Jr., Francis Ouvimet and

other great players are shown. First half, black
and white; second half, beautiful color sequences
of the 1959 Match at Muirfield, Scotland.

16 minutes

“FIRST WORLD AMATEUR TEAM
CHAMPIONSHIP FOR EISENHOWER TROPHY"

Twenty-nine countries compete in golf’s newest
major event at St. Andrews, Scotland. Climaxed
by play-off in which Australia defeats the United
States to become the first winner of the Eisen-
hower Trophy.

14 minutes

““SECOND WORLD AMATEUR TEAM

CHAMPIONSHIP FOR EISENHOWER TROPHY”

International friendships are furthered as 32
countries play at the Merion Golf Club near
Philadelphia. The United States is the winner,
paced by remarkable play by Jack Nicklaus.
President Eisenhower is shown receiving the
American and the Australian teams at the White
House.

17 minutes

““GOLF'S LONGEST HOUR"”

Cary Middlecoff sets a target at which Ben
Hogan, Julius Boros and Ted Kroll aim in vain,
as Dr. Middlecoff wins the 1956 U. S. Open Cham-
pionship at Oak HIIl Country Club, Rochester,
N. Y.

17% minutes

ST. ANDREWS, CRADLE OF GOLF”

Beavutiful scenes of the historic town of St.
Andrews in Scotland and its Old Course, with un-
usual interior scenes of the Royal and Ancient
Golf Club. An award winner for 1959.

“FAMOUS GOLF COURSES: SCOTLAND"

Picturesque and famous holes on the great
courses al Troon, Prestwick, Carnoustie, St.
Andrews, North Berwick and Muirfield. The dis-
tinctive aspects of Scottish linksland are seen at
their finest.

18 minvtes
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USGA MEETINGS FOR GOLF OFFICIALS

wo series of golf conferences will be

sponsored by the USGA at Washing-
ton, Chicago and San Francisco in the
week of March 12.

At each place, the first of two days
wil be devoted to the subject “A Busi-
ness Approach to Golf Course Mainte-
nance.” The USGA Green Section will
conduct the program.

Golf administration will be considered
the second day by representatives of golf
associations, both men’s and women’s,
and by the 34 sections of the Professional
Golfers’ Association of America to be
represented by three officials each.

These meetings will be the first of
their type to be arranged by the USGA.
Topics will include the Rules of Golf,
tournament procedures, handicapping and
course rating, amateur status, junior pro-
grams and senior programs. The con-
ferences will be informal. They will pro-
vide opportunity for associations to ex-
change views and information.

Members of USGA Committees will
participate, along with Joseph C. Dey,
Jr., Executive Director, and P. J. Boat-
wright, Jr., Assistant Director. Each
meeting is scheduled from 9:30 A. M. to
5:30 P. M.

The schedule is as follows:

At Washington, D. C., March 12 and
13, Marriott Motor Hotel; at Chicago,
March 14 and 15, Sheraton Chicago
Hotel; at San Francisco, March 16 and
17, Sheraton Palace Hotel.

Each Green Section program will be
in two sessions: 2 to 6 P. M. and 8 to 10
P. M. The first session in each case is
designed primarily for golf course super-
intendents, the second for green commit-
tee chairmen.

Members of the USGA Green Section
Committee will participate, along with
scientists on the Staff of the USGA Green
Section.

UNITED STATES GOLF ASSOCIATION, 40 EAST 38TH STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y.
Please ship 16 mm, films checked below, at the following rates:

RENTAL FEES: $20 per film per showing.

SPECIAL COMBINATION RATES:

3 Films
$50.

2 Films
$35.

5 Films
$70.

4 Films
$60.

[ THE RULES OF GOLF—ETIQUETTE [0 FIRST WORLD AMATEUR TEAMYCHAMPION-
R TROPH
O] PLAY THEM AS THEY LIE— SHIP FOR EISENHOWE (o]
RULES OF GOLF [0 SECOND WORLD AMATEUR TEAM CHAM-
PIONSHIP FOR EISENHOWER TROPHY
[0 ON THE GREEN—RULES OF GOLF [] GOLF'S LONGEST HOUR
[0 GREAT MOMENTS IN GOLF O] ST. ANDREWS, CRADLE OF GOLF
] WALKER CUP HIGHLIGHTS 7 FAMOUS GOLF COURSES: SCOTLAND
Enclosed is Check or Money Order for $....
Ship to:
Name —
Lo L DY
X o1 T U

Town and Stfate ... __

Date of Showing......_.....__._.__

Alternate Date ... .

SALES PRICES OF FLIM ON REQUEST.
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WHY AMATEURISM IS DENIED
PHYS. ED. TEACHER OF GOLF

talented amateur golfer on the
faculty of a small mid-western college.
He is an assistant professor in the depart-
ment of physical education.

Crasher’s duties, until last fall, con-
sisted of 15 hours of weekly course in-
struction and coaching both the swim-
ming and the tennis teams.

The departmental chairman, Crasher’s
boss, decided to enlarge his curriculum
by adding courses of instruction in speci-
fic sports, golf included. Well aware of
Crasher’s feats in sectional and club tour-
naments, the chairman offered Crasher
the job of teaching the indoor golf class.

Crasher loved golf and was eager to
be rid of a gym class stuffed with languid
students in attendance only because
their presence was required, so he ac-
cepted without reservations.

The college president patted the de-
partmental chairman on the back for his
ingenuity; the students were delighted
with the opportunity to receive golf in-
struction without additional tuition
charges; and Crasher found that the ex-
tra time spent with a club in his hands
improved his game no end.

Is Crasher an Amateur?

But what about Crasher’s relationship
with the amateur golfers he competes
against? It’s apparent that at least part
of his compensation from the college is
now derived from the class he instructs
in golf. Is he entitled to retain amateur
status?

The USGA Executive Committee
firmly says “no” and has always said
“no” when asked to rule on situations
closely paralleling the fictitious Mr.
Crasher’s.

The Committee’s stand, often misun-
derstood by some who claim the USGA
is needlessly finical in such cases, de-
serves a full hearing:

Fundamentally, to receive compensa-
tion for giving golf instruction is a pri-

Johnny B. Crasher is a fictitious but

A hasic
principle
concerning
compensation

mary violation of the amateur code, and
always has been.

Teachers are Professionals

Physical education teachers at educa-
tional institutions are trained profes-
sionals at teaching sports. When they
teach golf, they are not amateurs in
golf. If a National Amateur Champion
were to become a physical education in-
structor and his duties included teaching
golf, it would not be fair or logical for
him to compete as an amateur against
amateurs. )

This is a common concept in sports.
A paid sports coach in, say, basketball is
not allowed to play amateur baskétball
under A.A.U. rules.

To grant amateur status to physical
educators who teach golf for compensa-
tion would be unfair not only to other
amateurs but also to bona fide profes-
sional golfers. The professionals’. legiti-
mate field would thus be encroached up-
on. Further, would it be fair for a col-
lege golf instructor to be allowed to play
amateur golf and for a club golf instruec-
tor to be barred? Both are golf instruc-
tors for compensation.

Applies to Students

The Rule applies not only to bona fide
faculty members but also to student as-
sistants who are compensated for in-
structing in golf. Some years ago almost
the entire golf team of a college was
disqualified from amateurism because,
among other things, the team members
were paid to teach golf classes to other
students. If that were permissible, one
could imagine stern competition among
some colleges for the services of leading
juniors as instructors, as well as playing
representatives. Educational institutions
would be likely to seek out skilled ama-
teur golfers as instructors. This could
produce the anomaly of a college golf
teacher playing for the National Ama-
teur Championship.

Occasionally it has been suggested to
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the USGA that part-time teaching of golf
by physical educators ought to be per-
mitted under the Rules. This would still
do violence to the basic principle that
amateurs may not give golf instruction
for compensation. There are many ways
of teaching golf—the Rule cites instruc-
tion orally, in writing, by pictures or by
other demonstrations. Obviously, the
Rule could not consistently condone class
instruction at a college and prohibit part-
time instruction through writing for
newspapers and magazines or appearance
in television shows.

Aside from this fundamental policy,
how could a fair line be drawn as to how
much or how little golf teaching might
be permissible? A survey of women

sports teachers in colleges a few years
ago showed wide differences in percent-
age of time devoted to teaching golf,
ranging from 5% to 100%.

A Helpful Rule

Some physical educators have said that
the Rule in question is detrimental to
development of golf in schools and col-
leges. Actually, the opposite seems true.
If an instructor is qualified to give in-
struction in golf, he is entitled to be paid
for doing so; if he is not qualified to
give instruction, it would be better for
the game that he not do so.

The USGA Executive Committee has
no present intention of modifying the
Rule.

STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT
OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED BY
THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933, JULY 2,
1946 AND JUNE 11, 1960 (74 STAT.
208) SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
OF USGA JOURNAL AND TURF MAN-
AGEMENT published seven times annual-
ly at New York, N. Y., for Oct. 1, 1961.

1. The names and addresses of the
publisher, editor, managing editor and
business managers are: Publisher, United
States Golf Association, 40 East 38 St.,
New York, N. Y.; Editor, Joseph C. Dey,
Jr., 40 East 38 St., New York, N. Y
Managing Editor, Frank Hannigan, 40
East 38 St., New York, N. Y.; Business
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TURNING BACK THE CLOCK
ON USGA WORK FOR GOLF

By
JOSEPH C. DEY, JR.

Executive Director
United States Golf
Association

Based on remarks prepared for 1961 Educational Program of

Professional Golfers’ Association of America

here’s always danger in looking back-
ward. You may become so enchanted
with where you've come from that you
forget where you’'re headed for. All of us
sometimes sigh for “the good old days,”
and that can keep us from taking deep
breaths in the fresh air of the present.

But a view of history can be profitable.
There is real value in stock-taking, in
recalling what was good and useful, and
what was not, with a view to handling
the future properly.

Let’s first take a look at the USGA’s
past through some rather distorted
glasses—by imagining what might be the
case today if the USGA had been radi-
cally different or if there had never been
a USGA. Let’s do this by looking in on
one hole of an imaginary round in the
National Open Championship involving
Jack and Gene (any resemblance to Jack
Nicklaus or Gene Littler is purely coin-
cidental).

Jack arrives at the first tee in his
midget helicopter. He pulls out a gauge
that tells him he should allow for a 5-
degree wind drift from the right. He tees
his ball—it is 1.5 inches in diameter—
and he drives 396 yards down the fair-
way (the hole was recently lengthened
from 550 to 635 yards because the boys
had been reaching the green with wedge
seconds).

“Nice shot,” says Gene. “By the way,
I’'m playing 18 clubs today.”

“Ive got 20,” Jack answers. “Our com-
pany is just bringing out a new 93 iron,
and I want to use it in the Open so it’'ll
be known when I defend my National
Amateur Championship next month. I'll
get a 10% royalty on each one. The other
amateurs will go for it strong, especially
if I win the National Amateur again.”

Gene drives 15 yards short of Jack.

“Those new built-in- gyroscopes in this
ball surely keep it on line, don’t they?”
he remarks. He plays a2 medium iron
whose shaft is attached to the head
right in the middle, behind the sweet
spot—"“Gives more power and reduces
torque,” he explains, as the ball sits
down four feet from the cup.

Jack, in the fairway, picks up his ball
and places it on a little tuft of grass. “I
hate cuppy lies,” he says. He plays the
new club, and the ball does a little jig
before snuggling down two feet from the
nole,

As Jack gets out of his midget heli-
copter at the parking space alongside
the green, he finds Gene moaning: “I'd
understood that the cups were going to
be 10 inches wide. They look to be only
about 7 inches to me.”

Jack explains: “They are 10 inches on
the back nine. Most clubs around here
have 9 or 10-inch cups on the back nine
and 7-inchers on the first nine, but
there’s no real rule about it.”

And so on . ..

If that seems a fantastic account of
what golf might have been today, let’s
look at some of the influences which
have made the game what it actually is.
The entire history of the USGA is
directly related to those influences.

The principal purpose of the USGA
is simply this: to promote and to con-
serve ‘“the best interests and the true
spirit of the game of golf”’—so says the
USGA Constitution.

You can best tell history by recounting
actions. The USGA’s actions occur in a
wide variety of fields. Let’s confine this
sketchy discussion to three broad fields:

First, Competitions
Second, General Services
Third, Regulations
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COMPETITIONS

A mix-up involving championships was
the direct reason for the creation of the
USGA. In 1894, before there was a
USGA, two different clubs in the East
each held what purported to be the Ama-
teur Championship of the United States.
They were the Newport Golf Club in
Rhode Island and the St. Andrew’s Golf
Club of Yonkers, N. Y. W. G. Lawrence
won at Newport in September, with a
score of 188 for 36 holes stroke play—
8 over even 5s. In October, L. B. Stod-
dard won at St. Andrews, at match play.
Here there were two so-called National
Amateur Champions.

To avoid such an embarrassing condi-
tion thereafter, Henry O. Tallmadge,
Secretary of the St. Andrew’s Club, con-
ceived the idea of a national association
of clubs to establish uniform rules and
to conduct future championships. He in-
vited representatives of five clubs to a
dinner in New York on December 22,
1894. (Some 20 clubs were then in
existence.) Those five clubs formed the
Amateur Golf Association of the United
States. The name was soon changed, first
to American Golf Association and finally
to United States Golf Association. The
five clubs thus banded together were:

Newport Golf Club, Newport, R. I.

Shinnecock Hills Golf Club,
Southampton, N. Y.

The Counfry Club, Brookline, Mass.

St. Andrew’s Golf Club,
Yonkers-on-Hudson, N. Y.

Chicago Golf Club, Chicago, Il

Some early Committee meetings were
held just two blocks from the present
location of the USGA’s “Golf House,” in
the New York home of the USGA’s first
President, Theodore A. Havemeyer.

The first USGA Championships were
conducted at Newport in 1895. Originally
scheduled for September, they were post-
poned to the first week of October on
account of the America’s Cup yacht
races.

Thirty-two players started in the Ama-
teur Championship, entirely at match
play, and the winner was Charles B.
Macdonald, a Chicago Scotsman. One
player, Richard Peters, carried a billiard
cue and putted with it, in all seriousness.
He went out in the first round before
the more righteous play of a clergyman,
the Rev. William Rainsford.
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From a newspaper point of view, the
social aspects of the Championship were
perhaps more important than the golf,
tfor the New York Herald published these
thrilling accounts:

“At three o’clock society began to ap-
pear and fully 100 of the spectators were
soon tramping over the hills. It was a
bright scene; the ladies in their silks
and the men in their red golfing coats
!nade a scene of color seldom witnessed
in outdoor sports. The game of the
morning was C. B. Maedonald, the prob-
able champion, against Laurence Curtis.
The latter was not in any way in the
game with Macdonald, for he has a low
sl_10rt drive compared to a long well
directed drive of his opponent . . .”

A Dbit later:

“'_I‘he sun was well down in the western
horizon and the moon had risen high in
the heavens when it was announced at
the pretty little clubhouse that the Na-
tlonatli ﬁmateur Championship had nar-
rowe own to a contest betwe
York and Chicago.” en New

The first U. S. Open was played the
day after the Amateur ended, also at
Ngwport. It was at 36 holes, and the
winner was the 19-year-old assistant pro
at Newport, Horace Rawlins, still the
youngest Champion in Open history. He
scored 91-82-—173 for the two rounds in
a day-—7 under even 5s. Ten profes-
sionals and one amateur competed.
Horace Rawlins’ prizes were a $50 gold
medal and $150 cash.

In November of the same year—18
—Tthe USGA held its first womgzn’s cha315-
pionship at Meadowbrook on Long Island.
The winner, Mrs. Charles Brown, had 69
before lunch and 63 after lunch, and her
lf_i-hole score of 132 made her the Cham-
pion.

Thus, with the Amateur, the Open and
the Women’s Championships, the USGA
was fully launched.

Rapid Growth

The game grew rapidly. In 1895 there
were some 75 clubs in the United States:
in 1900 there were more than 1,000,

An early first was recorded in the
1896 Open when a 16-year-old colored
caddie competed.

Much of the history of the Champion-
ships can be seen through the records of
the great players. One of the early greats
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was Willie Anderson, whose record of
winning four Open Championships from
1901 through 1905 has never been beaten,
though twice tied. Johnny McDermott,
who could pitch a mashie shot onto a
handkerchief, was the first American
homebred to win the Open, in 1911. Wal-
ter J. Travis and Jerome D. Travers had
become leading amateurs.

Then, in 1913, came the bombshell that
literally put golf on page 1 in America.
A 20-year-old amateur, a former caddie,
Francis Ouimet, defeated the great Bri-
tish professionals, Harry Vardon and Ted
Ray, in a play-off for the Open Cham-
pionship, and thus became the first ama-
teur- to win the Open. This did worlds
toward popularizing the game.

Amateurs won two of the next three
Opens: Charles Evans in 1916 won both
the Open and the Amateur.

In 1917-18, because the nation was at
war, the USGA did not conduct cham-
pionships. When they were resumed in
1919 Walter Hagen ended the streak of
the amateurs. Three years later Gene
Sarazen, 20 years old, burst upon the
scene and won' the Open.

The Bob Jones Era

The year of Sarazens first victory,
1922, was notable for several golfing
events. The Walker Cup Match came in-
to being, between British and American
amateur teams. The IUSGA started the
National Amateur Public Links Cham-
pionship. In 1922 for-the first time, ad-
mission fees were charged to spectators
at the Open. This resulted partly from
the need for controlling «curiosity seekers
at the Amateur the previous year.

The next year, 1923, brought Bob Jones
his first national title; the Open. When
he retired at age 28 at the end of 1930,
he had won 13 national Championships
in Great Britain and the United States,
crowned by his Grand Slam of the Bri-
tish and the American Opens and Ama-
teurs—all four of them—in the same
year. Seven of Jones’ 13 Championships
were' Opeéns—three in Britain and four
here. His skill is pointed up most sharply
by the fact that in éight out’ of nine
straight United States -Opens he was
first or second—he Wwon’ four*“and was
runner-up in four And he retlred at age
28.

By the time ‘of. th@ 1924 Open there
had been such:' growth in interest that

the elements of sectional qualifying were
introduced. First there were just two try-
outs—one in Worcester, Mass., and one
in Oak Park, Ill. In 1925 there were three
—East, Mid-West and Pacific Coast. The
next year 17 sectional qualifying rounds
were held, and the system was firmly
established. Entries for the Open that
year zoomed to a record of 694.

Women’s golf of that period had its
greatest champion, Glenna Collett Vare,
who won the National six times. The
Curtis Cup Match for British and Ameri-
can ladies was started in 1932,

After World War II the USGA doubled
its competitive program by adding a
boys’ Junior Amateur Championship, a
Girls’ Junior, a Women’s Open and a
Senior Amateur (besides, a Women’s
Senior Amateur will soon be started).
The international match program also
was doubled—besides the Walker Cup
and the Curtis Cup we now have the
Americas Cup, involving amateurs of
Canada, Mexico and the United States,
and the Eisenhower Trophy for the
World Amateur Team Championship. The
USGA was instrumental in starting the
World Championship three years ago.
Now 43 countries belong to the World
Amateur Golf Council, which sponsors
the Championship.

In the post-war Opens, the cenfral
figure has been Ben Hogan. He was to
this era what Francis Ouimef, Walter
Hagen, Gene Sarazen and Bob Jones
were to their day. Ben Hogan tied the
record of Jones and Willie Anderson by
winning four United States Opens. He
was twice runner-up. His victories were
triumphs not only of golf but of the
spirit, after his nearly fatal motor acci-
dent before he won his second Open. In
the same period Sam Snead won every-
thing but the Open.

It is arresting to compare the scope
of championship golf today with the be-
ginnings in 1895. From 11 entries in the
first Open, last year there were 2,449.
From $150 prize money for the winner,
last year it was $14,000; and there was
a prize money total of $60,500 in last
year’s Championship proper plus $7,800
in Sectional Qualifying events—a grand
total of $68,300 in prize money for the
Open. (In 1962 the total will be $77,800.)
From a handful of spectators, last year
at Oakland Hills there were by actual
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count 20,439 on final last day. From 5
member clubs the USGA now has 2,548.
This year for the eight USGA Cham-
pionships there was a grand total of 230
sectional qualifying competitions and en-
tries of 9,480—all-time records.
GENERAL SERVICES

A second main category of USGA work
is General Services. For so-called glamour
and popular appeal, they stand at the
opposite pole from the competitions. For
their usefulness to golf, their value can-
not be calculated.

In all the history of the USGA, one
of the most constructive steps was
establishment of the USGA Green Sec-
tion in 1920. At that time there was no
impartial scientific agency to which clubs
could turn for information and advice
about golf course maintenance. The clubs
were at the mercy of ignorance and
quackery. The USGA enlisted the co-
operation of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture and created the
Green Section.

Today, there are five USGA Green Sec-
tion offices, in California, Texas, Illinois,
Georgia and New Jersey. Eight USGA
agronomists devote themselves to assist-
ing USGA Member Clubs, principally
through personal advisory visits to golf
courses. In addition, the Green Section
sponsors research, which is helped con-
siderably by funds from National Golf
Day tournaments conducted by the PGA.

In the 41 years of its existence, the
Green Section has'invested some $1,600,-
000 in improving the maintenance of golf
courses.

An important part of the USGA’s func-
tions is provision of information on al-
most all phases of golf. To supplement
correspondence, press releases and the
like, the USGA JournaL was started in
1948. It contains much official news and
background of the USGA including de-
cisions on the Rules of Golf and handi-
capping and a section on Turf Manage-
ment,

Ten motion pictures, of both educa-
tional and entertainment nature, have
been produced by the USGA in the last
seven years.

In the early 30s the late George Blos-
som, of Chicago, thought the Association
should preserve visible evidences of golf
development, so he proposed a Golf Mu-

seum and Library. It was instituted in
1936 and outgrew its quarters rather
rapidly. This resulted in the acquisition
in 1950 of a modest five-story dwelling
in midtown New York, now “Golf House.”
The Library is constantly used for
references by writers and others in pub-
lic information work, as well as by plain
golf addicts, such as a frequent visitor
who spends many lunch hours poring
over books on how to putt.

“Golf House” has become a symbol of
American golf to many foreign visitors.
We have a rather surprising range of in-
ternational correspondence. In one recent
week we dealt with such matters as mo-
tion pictures for South Africa, turfgrass
for Mexico, letters of introduction for an
American in Italy, a Rules decision for
Japan, championship information for
England, and arrangements for a young
European to play golf in New York.

The USGA has been involved in such
widely diverse enterprises as conducting
an educational campaign against organ-
ized gambling in golf and seeking a re-
duction in the Federal tax on club dues.

With 2,548 member clubs, the scope of
the Association’s General Services is
rather broad.

REGULATIONS

The USGA's third principal work for
golf is in regulations-—making and in-
terpreting rules for amateur status, for
implements and the ball, for handicap-
ping, and for the play of the game. This
is perhaps the most distinctive work
which the golf clubs of the country per-
form through their national Association.

Amateur Status

From the beginning, amateur status
has been a deep concern of the USGA. If
you think the present code is strict, read
the rule that applied in the first Cham-
pionship in 1895:

“An Amateur Golfer shall be a Golfer
who has never made for sale golf clubs,
balls, or any other article connected with
the game, who has never carried clubs
for hire after attaining the age of 15
years, and who has not carried clubs for
hire at any time within six years of the
date on which the competition begins,
who has never received any considera-
tion for playing in a match, or for giv-
ing lessons in the game, and who, for a
period of five years prior to the first of
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September, 1890, has never received a
money prize in any open competition.”

Amateur Status Code

Down through the years the details
have changed, but fundamentally the
code has always drawn a sharp line be-
tween the amateur and the non-amateur
or the professional.

It may seem a paradox but, also from
the very beginning, the amateur and the
professional have competed together in
open tournaments without so-called con-
tamination of each other’s status—a con-
dition almost non-existent elsewhere in
sports. But this open, wholesome relation
between amateur and professional is
actually part of the reason why ama-
teurism in golf has been generally
healthy and not sickened and vitiated by
shamateurism.

Of course, golf is not lily-white. But a
sincere effort is made to carry out the
amateur ideal.

There were problems of amateurism
even in the early days. In 1901 Walter
Travis was accused by a magazine of vio-
lating the rules by accepting free golf
and board at Southern resort hotels in
exchange for the advertising value of his
presence. He was cleared. Later, golf
course architects as a class were declared
non-amateurs, although this was soon
seen to be a mistake and was changed.
Over the years several Amateur Cham-
pions—popular people—have been de-
prived of amateur status. Just last fall
the USGA looked into the status of a
recent National Amateur Champion; he
was cleared. Historically, the Association
has not hesitated to act in this sphere
when there was reason to do so.

One result of such a policy is reflected
in a telegram we received from a lady
who said:

“Our women’s golf association has just
become aware of your disapproval of
pari-mutuel betting. Our low handicap
golfers are awaiting your approval of our
25-cent bets which we hold once a month
during the summer. Please wire your
answer.”

Although this is an extreme case, it
reflects something basic. In these days
of commercialized sport, the amateurism
of golf is conspicuous. But it has always
been so. Why?

One reason is that golf is distinctively
different because it is a lifetime game—
you can make a match with your grand-
mother, through handicapping. It is not
a game just for strong young people, as
is true of many other popular sports.
Therefore, golf takes a long-range view
of amateurism. In the long run this is
best for the individual, for it helps
sharpen his sense of values and obliges
him to make a pretty clear-cut decision.

At the heart of the amateur code is
the rule prohibiting expenses generally.
Its observance starts with the USGA
Executive Committee members—they
pay their own expenses to meetings and
competitions, and do not receive any re-
muneration for their work.

If you doubt whether the expense rule
in amateur golf is observed, consider this
question: Of the 200 players in the Na-
tional Amateur Championship at Pebble
Beach last September, how many do you
suppose played in the Championship the
year before? You're probably wrong,
whatever you say. Of the 200 at Pebble
Beach, only 53 were at St. Louis in 1960.
Of those same 53, only 23 were at Colo-
rado Springs in 1959. In other words, in
this whole big country, only 23 players
have competed in all of the last three
National Amateur Championships. This
seems a healthy state of affairs.

It is a state of affairs in which all
golfers are vitally concerned. What kind
of a game do you want? Suppose the
USGA long ago had given in to a loose
policy regarding amateurism: What kind
of a game would we have today? How
would it affeet you?

This is an area in which the USGA has
been very consistent throughout its his-
tory. The professional has always helped
the USGA to keep golf thus—a clean and
honorable game, clean and honorable for
both amateur and professional.

Implements and the Ball

If you would have a quick lesson in the
history of the golf clubs and the golf
ball, come to “Golf House.” Exhibits
there trace the developments from the
days of the feather ball.

You’ll see how the club evolved from
a long, tapering head attached to a
hickory shaft, laboriously hand-crafted,
to the present machine-tooled precision
instruments. You’ll see an early steel
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shaft—it was perforated, and whistled
when swung. There is a model of the
Schenectady putter, the almost center-
shafted club with which Walter Travis
won the British Amateur in 1904 and
whose revolutionary concept has affected
putters to the present day. You'll see
Bob Jones’ famous putter, ‘“Calamity
Jane.”

There is a sort of chamber of illegal
horrors:—a club with a set of mirrors
for lining up putts—several clubs with
spirit levels in the head to show the tilt
of the green—all sorts of directional
gadgets ‘attached to clubheads—screw-
type heads for adjustability during play
—a putter with a shaft attached at the
toe—and a Rube Goldberg sort of con-
traption with an intricate angle-and-dis-
tance device, plus a directional pointer
with a degree dial, and an adjustable
clubhead.

Many golfers will remember the prob-
lems in the late 40s concerning markings
on iron clubs.

Can you imagine what the game would
be without controls on such things? It
is all very noble for people to want to
make golf easier, but without controls a
different game might well arise from the
ashes of golf.

The golf ball has long been a subject
of USGA regulation. Many years ago,
after the gutta percha ball had vanished
and the rubber-cored ball was being con-
stantly improved, it was foreseen that
every course in the land could be put out
of date if the distance qualities of the
ball were not limited. This led to con-
trols on size and weight.

USGA experimentation produced a
“larger and lighter” or “balloon” ball in
1931—not less than 1.68 inches diameter
and not more than 1.55 ounces weight.
The next year the permissible weight was
increased back to 1.62 ounces, but the
minimum diameter was kept 1.68 inches.
This is still the standard ball in the
United States.

In 1942 a third specification—velocity
of the ball immediately after the club’s
impaci—was added to those of size and
weight.

The Association is still deeply con-
cerned about the ball. Of course, we all
like to get as much distance as we can;

and it is apparent that there is more to
distance than the ball’s qualities—for
example, club shafts are an important
element. But the ball is an immediately
controllable item, and so the USGA has
three types of ball test machines. One
was developed in recent years and
measures a ball’s coefficient of restitu-
tion, or its innate resilence. The USGA
is presently working on the possibility
of a new rule based on this factor.

Last season samples of 10 brands of
ball did not conform with USGA specifi-
cations, for one reason or another. Fortu-
nately, the manufacturers have all since
cooperated and the balls now conform,
according to the last tests.

Our British friends are now extensively
testing the American size ball, and it is
possible that they may abandon the small
ball of 1.62 inches minimum diameter
and permit only the American size of
1.68 inches minimum diameter.

Handicapping

Handicapping has been a major work
of the USGA in the field of regulations.
Proper handicapping is at the heart of
enjoyment of the game for the rank and
file of players.

In the first decade of this century
a member of the USGA Executive Com-
mittee, Leighton Calkins, developed a
handicap system that was the standard
for many years.

Later, the USGA borrowed the idea of
course rating from the Massachusetts
Golf Association—this is a method of
rating a hole in decimals, rather than in
a round number, as used for par, and it
gives a more refined base for computing
handicaps.

Now, with course rating and use of the
best 10 of the last 25 scores, there exists
a national handicap system that produces
equitable results no matter where scores
are made or how far afield the golfer
roams.

Rules of Golf

Finally, as to the Rules of Golf:

In the first Year Book of the USGA,
in 1895, there is the following items un-
der the heading “Etiquette of Golf”:

“Players who have holed out should
not try their putts over again when other
players are following them.” :

“A player should not putt at the hole
when the flag is in it.”
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With the gutta percha ball then in use
in the 90s, there was a problem we don’t
have today, as evidenced by this old
Rule:

“If a ball split into separate pieces, an-
other ball may be put down where the
largest portion lies, and if two pieces
are apparently of equal size, it may be
put where either piece lies, at the option
of the player.”

Among the special rules for medal
play was this little gem:

“The penalty for a breach of any Rule
shall be disqualification.”

Down the years, the course of Rules-
making has not been a path of roses.
Wars have broken out over such matters
as the stymie; in fact, in the early
1920s, feelings about the stymie ran so
high that they almost led to formation
of a second national association. Even
now, brother may fight brother over the
momentous question of the penalty for
a ball out of bounds. Some golfers take
their Rules seriously.

There was a case a year or so ago of
two ladies who were so engrossed in
conversation that they neglected to play
two holes of the course, then wondered
why their scores were so low. The ques-
tion of what to do next almost became
a Federal court case.

There was another lady who swung at
a ball, whiffed it, discovered it was a
wrong ball, and was astounded to learn
that she was penalized two strokes—and
the ball had not progressed an inch.

The USGA has the Rules under con-
stant daily study. Hundreds of questions
are received every year, and a surprising
number are new. Some of them lead to
changes in the Rules.

Method of Changing Rules

How are changes made?

First, a flaw or a gap in the Rules may
be revealed through a new question for
a decision, or through a suggestion made
by an individual golfer or a USGA Mem-
ber Club or one of the several hundred
golf associations in the United States.
The USGA Rules of Golf Committee
studies each new matter, first by corre-
spondence and then at meetings. This
results in a recommendation to the
USGA Executive Committee.

The next step is to transmit the
Executive Committee’s decision to our

British friends of the Royal and Ancient
Golf Club of St. Andrews for ceonsidera-
tion at the USGA’s next joint conference

with them. The British likewise send:us

their suggestions for changes. It has be-
come customary to have a joint con-
ference every four years since the present
code was adopted in 1951. The con-
ference then produces final recommenda-
tions. They are referred back for final
action to the USGA Executive Commit-
tee, on the one hand, and the Royal and
Ancient Golf Club membership, on the
other hand.

Before the last joint meeting with the
British in 1959, the USGA Negotiating
Committee had a special meeting with
three PGA representatives — Harold
Sargent, then PGA President; Tom Crane
and Harvey Raynor. Valuable comments
were received, and some were incorpo-
rated in the Rules. It has become a prac-
tice for PGA representatives fo meet
with the USGA at least once a year to
discuss the Rules.

The process of amending Rules is
tedious, but that very process tends to
insure that the final product is pretty
well tested. Even so, slips do occur. But
two things are worth remembering:

First, the Rules of golf are a living
code, the evolutionary product of long
experience; quick isolated changgs can
be dangerous, for the Rulés are closely
dove-tailed. '

Second, for all the changes of detail
which the Rules of Golf have undergone,
the game is fundamentally the  same
glorious sport it has always been.

Nourishing the Spirit of Golf

From these very sketchy notes on
USGA history, perhaps you have caught
the idea that practically all of the
USGA’s work centers in just one thing—
the nourishing of the wonderful spirit of
golf.

In this work, the professional golfer
has played a significant part. On the
firing line at his club, or on the tourna-
ment circuit, day by day he wuncon-
sciously exerts an influence in ways far
beyond the matter of swinging a eclub.

And now that we have had our look
backward, it would be appropriate to ask
ourselves one question as we look for-
ward: “What sort of history are we
writing today?”
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CLUB OPERATIONS SURVEY
ISSUED BY MET. GOLF ASS’N.

Did you blanch when your club’s enter-
tainment committee reported a bill
of $650 for the orchestra at the last
dinner-dance? Should your club make an
extra charge for use of the swimming
pool? What about the testy problem of
handling delinquent accounts?

The Metropolitan Golf Association’s
new study, “Golf Club Operations,”
doesn’t purport to serve up ready-made
answers to these questions. It does, how-
ever, offer a frame of reference for any
club member pondering these and the
myriad problems involved in running a
golf club.

Based on a 28-page questionnaire con-
taining more than 600 different inquiries,
the survey has been published by the
MGA and made available to non-mem-
bers for $8 per copy. The MGA’s address
is 40 East 38th Street, New York 16, N. Y.

The MGA, which bases its reports on
data supplied by 66 clubs in the Metro-
politan New York area, believes that
“Golf Club Operations” is the broadest
survey of golf club policy and procedure
ever conducted.

New Statistics

It contains thousands of new statistics
on costs, expenditures, policies and pro-
cedures in all areas of club activity for
the fiscal year which ended in 1960.

The purpose of the work is stated in a
preface which says: “The image of a
golf club as an attractive, capacious cen-
ter of healthful physical activity, leisure
time relaxation and stimulating social
relationships tends to obscure the stern
reality of its economic needs.

“A club is a business operation at any
level of membership size, income and
plant investment. While it is not operated
for cash profits for its member-owners,
it must make a profit to assure conti-
nuity stability, and proper maintenance
and improvement.

“Profitability in a club operation is

Data supplied
by 66 clubs

often an elusive goal. Balancing income
and expense can be a strenuous effort
that makes members unhappy about
higher charges and reduced service.

“While there are no pat solutions to
profit problems in this book, its informa-
tion holds many ideas for club officers
and managers, in revenue realization and
in all other areas of club operation. Es-
sentially, this book is a report of what
clubs actually do in their management
policies and procedures.”

Actual operating figures for four un-
identified median clubs in different in-
come groups showed that operating costs
per regular member greatly exceeded
annual dues. To break even or show a
small profit clubs must earn substantial
revenue from other sources, such as dues
from non-golfing classes, restaurant and
beverage sales, locker rentals, and inci-
dental fees.

Challenging Questions

The editors, after digesting a massive
amount of data, have included a series of
16 “Challenging questions for club execu-
tives.” Among these are:

“Should we suggest to inactive regular
members that they transfer to house
membership, so that we can receive new
members now on the waiting list, who
will use our facilities regularly?

“Should we modernize the course?
With the newer methods of moving earth
and trees, it might be a good investment.
Maybe we could add a new starting
point; close some meaningless bunkers
and traps that require maintenance; and
possibly speed the play on busy days.

“Are our clubhouse accommodations
and our restaurant facilities attractive
and efficient? Would a new kitchen, and
air conditioning, be worthwhile? When
our members go out to dinner, are they
more apt to turn in at that glamorous
new roadhouse with the lighted parking
lot?”
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competitor to acquaint herself with the
Rules.

We note that the Committee assessed
a penalty (presumably under Rule 38-2)
against the competitor’s marker (scorer).
This was wrong as Rule 38-2 provides in
part: “The competitor is solely responsi-
ble for the correctness of the score re-
corded for each hole.” Under Definition
18 a marker does not have to be a fellow-
competitor.

CLUB PLACED ALONG LINE OF PLAY
TO AID STANCE: CONSTITUTES
INDICATING LINE OF PLAY
USGA 61-36

R. 92

Q: A player habitually uses a golf club
to guide him in lining up his tee and fair-
way shots. He does this by placing the
club down with the grip facing the direc-
tion to which he intends to hit. He then
assumes his stance and proceeds to hit
the ball. He claims he uses the club only
to position his feet and not to indicate
direction. Is this a violation of the Rules?

Question by: CARMEN CEo
Seneca Falls, N. Y.

A: Yes. The player’s act violates Rule
9-2 which prohibits placing a mark to
indicate the line of play.

The player’s claim that he uses the
club only to position his feet and not to
indicate direction is not valid as an aid
in placement of the feet for the stance
would also directly indicate the desired
line of play.

ADDRESSING THE BALL IN BUNKER
USGA 61-40
D. 1, R. 27-1¢, 27-1d
Q: A ball hit into a bunker was barely
hanging on a steep slope in such a pre-
carious position that one could not tell
what kept it from rolling. The player ap-
proached the ball and was in the act of
spreading his feet near the ball for, but
had not yet completed, his stance when
the ball moved. Under Rule 27-1d, did
the player then incur a penalty stroke or
was he allowed to first “dig in” for a
solid footing before the moving of the
ball would have caused him to incur a
penalty stroke?
Question by: JACK WALDRON
Bethesda, Md.
A: Since the ball moved before the
player had addressed it, the player did
not ineur a penalty stroke under Ryle

27-1d. Under Definition 1, in a hazard a
player has addressed the ball when he
has taken his stance preparatory to mak-
ing a stroke. Whether the stance has
been so taken is a question of fact to
be determined in the light of the circum-
stances of each case. In a bunker, some
“digging in” normally would be expected
to precede the completion of the stance.

It should be noted, however, that if
the player’s approach to the ball or the
spreading of his feet for his stance in
fact caused the ball to move, the player
would incur a penalty stroke for acci-
dentally moving the ball under Rule
27-1c.

WRONG INFORMATION IN STROKE
PLAY DEFINED. FAILURE TO
INCLUDE PENALTY IN SCORE

Revised USGA 61-10

R. 11-1b, 11-4, 36-5, 38-3
(Answer 1 in original Decision 61-10,
dated Feb. 23, 1961, is hereby cancelled)

Q.1: Please explain the meaning of the
term “wrong information” in Rule 11-1b
with regard to a player’s failure to in-
clude a penalty in his score.

A.1: Rule 11-1b is a statute of limita-
tions. It prcrents the imposition of penal-
ties after the close of a stroke play com-
petition and thereby serves the im-
portant purpose of barring late claims.
The only exception is for “wrong infor-
mation.”

Whenever a claim is raised after the
close of a stroke play competition, the
Committee must decide whether the Rule
or the exception applies. The answer will
depend largely upon the circumstances of
the particular case and the equities as
they appear to the Committee. So varied
can these be that it would not be feasible
or wise to lay down categorically all the
precise rules of construction. It might
be said in passing, however, that the dif-
ficulties inherent in arranging, long af-
ter the event, for the revision of the re-
sults of the competition, the place win-
ners and the distribution of prizes, as
well as the need to discourage late asser-
tion of possibly immaterial claims, should
induce Committees to resolve doubts in
favor of applying the Rule rather than
the exception.

Similar considerations make it clear
that “wrong information” was not in-
tended and should not be interpreted, to
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mean any omission of a penalty from a
score in stroke play.On the other hand,
the term should be interpreted to mean
any such omission which the Committee
finds to have been willful or even con-
scious. In the area between, it must be
left that the Committee should decide
the matter in the light of all the rele-
vant circumstances, including its own
findings as to whether or not the player
knew of the Rules infraction. If it is
found that he did, then, in the absence
of evidence to the contrary, he would
be presumed to have omitted the penalty
consciously and the exception would be-
come operative.

PENALTY, STROKE PLAY: APPLIED
BELATEDLY IF WRONG
INFORMATION GIVEN

Q.2: It was found that the scorecard of
a player in the qualifying round of a
match play tournament did not include a
penalty on a certain hole through wrong
information which he had given. This
player had advanced in match play be-
fore the fact was discovered. In such a
case, is the player still subject to dis-
qualification under Rule 11-1b?

A.2: Yes, and under Rule 38-3 the
penalty of disqualification should be ap-
plied unless waived by the Committee in
conformity with Rule 36-5.

MATCH PLAY: EFFECT OF BELATED
DISQUALIFICATION ON
TOURNAMENT

Q.3: If your answer to Question 2 is
affirmative and the Committee disquali-
fies a player who has advanced in match
play, what then should the Committee do
to be fair to the players beaten by the
disqualified player?

A.3: The Committee must determine
further procedure in equity (Rule 11-4).
For example, the Committee might
either: (a) call off the competition; (b)
reinstale the player last eliminated by
the player who gave wrong information,
although that would be unfair to the
other players eliminated by him; (c) re-
quire all players eliminated by him to
play off for his forfeited position; or (d)
consider the penalty applicable only from
the time of its discovery by the Commit-
tee, thus giving his next opponent a de-
fault.

S. TAKAHATA, Hirono Golf Club, Japan

OBSTRUCTION: DETERMINING
NEAREST OUTSIDE POINT IS NOT
“MEASURING THROUGH”
USGA 61-33

R. 31-2

Q: How would a player obtain relief
from a barn in the following situation?:

The ball enters the barn through a
side door near the front, strikes the in-
side of the front wall, rebounds back-
ward, and comes to rest against the rear
wall, still inside the barn.

In obtaining relief under Rule 31-2, if
the ball were brought back to the point
of entering the barn (the door near the
front), it would have to be dropped
nearer the hole than the place where it
came to rest inside the barn. To drop
the ball outside the rear wall of the
barn would require measuring through
the obstruction.

Question by: CHARLES H. STEWART
Mississippi City, Miss.

A: In proceeding under Rule 31-2, the
player must drop the ball within two
club-lengths of that point on the outside
of the obstruction nearest which the ball
originally lay; the ball must come to rest
not nearer the hole than its original posi-
tion.

The starting point for measuring is the
outside of the rear wall of the barn,
immediately behind the place where the
ball lay.

The prohibition in the Rule against
measuring through the obstruction in-
volves not the process of determining
the nearest point on the outside of the
obstruction but the process of measuring
two club-lengths from that point after
the point has been determined.

BALL ON PUTTING GREEN:
DEFINITION OF

USGA 60-55

D. 25, R. 35-1d
Q: Rule 35-1d provides: “A ball lying
on the putting green may be lifted and
cleaned.” May a ball be lifted and cleaned
under this Rule if any part of it is on the
putting green or must more than half of

it or all of it lie on the green?

Question by: SAM RANDOLPH
Santa Barbara, Calif.
A: A ball is considered to be on the
putting green when any part of it touches
the surface specially prepared for putting.
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