









































bunker is an area of bare ground, often a depression,
which is usually covered with sand. Grass-covered
ground bordering or within a bunker is not part of the
hazard.”

A bunker is a trap for the unwary. But it shouldn't
be a place to pile up strokes needlessly, as when a
ball is lost in bunker sand. That ought never happen.
How to prevent it? Use sand which meets specifica-
tions approved by the USGA Green Section, and
give fresh sand opportunity to settle and not be
fluffy. Fresh sand ought not be introduced less than
three months before a championship.

Lips of bunkers can force honest recoveries. At
greenside, bunker lips fronting the green are at least
four inches deep; no lips at sides and rear. The lips
should be angled slightly toward the green, or else
be vertical. They never should be undercut. Un-
playable lies can result from undercut lips and from
lips at sides and rear.

Bunkers are kept as nearly free of loose impedi-
ments as possible—that is, stones, twigs, leaves and
other natural objects. In a bunker, touching a loose
impediment with the club before the downswing
costs two strokes in stroke play or loss of hole in
match play. Stones are dangerous. Rakes should be
placed outside bunkers where least likely to inter-
fere.

Defining limits of bunkers is almost impossible,
especially on sandy seaside courses. But the written
definition of a bunker helps—bare ground, often a
depression, usually covered with sand; grass-
covered ground is not part of such a hazard.

There are only two other kinds of hazards in the
Rules—water hazards and their variants called
lateral water hazards. The same Rule applies to
them as to bunkers, but there are additional pro-
cedures for relief from water hazards. The last point
at which the ball crosses the margin of the water
hazard is the starting point for determining where a
ball may be dropped outside the hazard. So delinea-
tion of the hazard margin is fundamental.

The best way to define water hazards is with con-
tinuous lines of paint sprayed on the ground. Yellow
is used for water hazards, red for lateral water
hazards. The distinction is necessary because
lateral water hazards provide several options for re-
lief. Small stakes may be used instead of painted
lines, with six or eight inches exposed.

If the bank of a water hazard is sharp and sheer,
exact marking of the limits may be unnecessary, as
long as the type of hazard is indicated by an occa-
sional yellow or red stake.

Obstructions

A prolific cause of ball-lifting is interference by
obstructions. They are described in Definition 20 as
anything artificial, except objects marking out of
bounds and a few other things. A championship
brings with it many temporary obstructions for
gallery control and communications, including tele-
vision. They must be located so as to be unlikely to
interfere with play. But since that is literally impossi-
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ble, special Local Ruies apply.

As for obstructions already on the course, such
as sprinkler heads, shelter heads, and artificial
roads and paths, the Rules of Golif give free relief
from interference. But every club, in locating an ob-
struction should try to minimize the probable effect
on play.

The Putting Greéen

Finally, having played our way past all hazards
and obstructions and other snares, we arrive on the
putting green. This is the scoring zone, the place
which reveals most strikingly the skill of the superin-
tendent, or his deficiency. The condition of the putt-
ing green has more influence on scoring and Rules
application than any other single factor.

In preparing for a championship, the objective is
firm, keen greens, on the dry side. They provide the
best test, for both approach shots and putts. You
want the approach shot to stay on the green be-
cause of the skill with which the player strikes it—
not because the greens are soft. The terrible tenden-
cy is to overwater, and it usually weakens the turf.
As Fred Grau once said, you play golf on turf_not on
color. Soft greens—or “puddings,” as Henry Cotton
calls them —do not reward the skillful player over the
inferior.

Several years ago at Muirfield in Scotland, a few
days before a Ryder Cup Match in September, the
putting greens were quite dry, very firm, and very
true. | asked the superintendent, James Logan,
when he planned to water. He gave a hard-nosed
reply: “Not at all. Last Thursday | locked up the
hoses for the winter.” You'd be hard put to find bet-
ter putting greens than Muirfield’s.

Firm greens promote the spirit of the Rules. Much
gardening takes place on the putting green—repair
of ball marks, removal of loose impediments, includ-
ing sand (which is not a loose impediment anywhere
else on the course), lifting and cleaning the ball.
Some misguided souls are even now campaigning
for a rule to allow repair of spike marks. Well, keen,
firm putting greens help the ball run truly and mini-
mize ball marks and other damage, especially in the
holing-out area.

Margins of putting greens should be clearly cut—
a ball may be cleaned on the putting green but not on
the collar. Oid hole plugs are repaired.

Rules and Greenkeeping
for All. Courses

The superintendent who plays his course can
appreciate the relationship between good mainte-
nance and the Rules of Golf. The same Rules apply
to daily play as to a championship, and so should the
same greenkeeping practices. They make for better
golf, more enjoyment, and greater appreciation of the
game. They strengthen the life of golf and the love of
golf and the integrity of golf in a club. It's not stretch-
ing things to say that they strengthen the club.

Under such a set-up, our good friend Roberto
DeVicenzo won't have to make his own rules, for if he
deserves a 64, he can make it fairly.
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