














Kentucky bluegrass or creeping bent-

grass under low fertility, careful
summer fertilization practices and
close mowing. Zoysia established

from plugs or from sod strips at spaced
intervals tends to provide an uneven
surface for several years until full
zoysia coverage is obtained. Con-
tinuous close mowing after establish-
ment will help reduce this problem.

Zoysia established from sprigs
spread on a prepared seedbed pro-
vides the most satisfactory coverage
in the quickest period of time if the
sprigging rate is high enough and if
properly maintained during the es-
tablishment period. Sodding is usually
too expensive for most budgets. The
need for constant watering of zoysia
sprigs during the first two weeks can-
not be overemphasized. Sprig prep-
aration is very critical also. The sod
from which the sprigs are taken must
remain moist as the sprigs are pre-
pared, and the sprigs should be used
as soon as they are prepared, and they
must be kept moist as they are being
spread.

EED CONTROL can be ob-
tained by the use of methyl
arsenates and 2,4-D materials as
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commonly done for post-emergent
crabgrass and broadleaf weed con-
trol. These herbicides can be used on
plugs or sod immediately after plant-
ing. With sprigs, one should wait until
the initial two- to three-week period
of critical watering has ended to be
sure rooting has occurred before at-
tempting any herbicide treatment.
Once complete coverage has been
obtained, nitrogen applications should
be dropped from the one to two
pounds per 1,000 square feet recom-
mended per month during June, July
and August to one or two pounds per
season, preferably applied in late
May, June or July. Excessive nitrogen
must be avoided because of the rapid
buildup of thatch on an established
stand of zoysia. Mowing should be
done as follows: the height of cut
should begin in the spring at some-
where between 1/3 to 1/2 inch; this
should be gradually raised at ap-
proximately 1/8 to 1/16 of an inch
every month from early June through
the end of August. This practice of
increasing the height of cut during
the growing season will allow the
turf to go into the winter a little long.
Reducing the height of cut in the
spring to a low level should be fol-

lowed by sweeping to remove debris
or blowing the debris off into the
rough to prevent thatch accumulation.
Unlike most grasses, zoysia clippings
do not decompose rapidly. The early
close mowing of zoysia should be con-
ducted before greenup in late March
in most of the transition zone. This
early close mowing promotes faster
greenup. If the practice of lowering
the height of cut in the spring and
removing debris does not keep thatch
under control, then a dethatching
program will have to be initiated.
Dethatching should be carried out in
the actively growing period of July
and early August. Thatching late in
the year is to be avoided.

In summary, zoysia’s ability to
handle the heat, humidity, air pollu-
tion, and close mowing with minimal
weed problems and with more winter
hardiness than bermuda makes Meyer
zoysia and other japonica varieties
worthy of consideration for fairway
turf in the transition zone. It should
be emphasized again that zoysia is
slow to establish. It does have pest
problems, but they do not seem to be
any worse than for any other turf
species. Properly maintained zoysia
provides an excellent playing surface.
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