








overseed to provide a playing surface
that in some areas may be the putting
surface for eight months. You therefore
must choose the rate that gives the best
playing surface for the grass species or
combination of species you are using.
There does not appear to be any data
that proves that an acceptable range of
seeding rates, either a light or a heavy
rate of seeding, will insure bermudagrass
survival in spring. However, Charles
White, the Green Section’s Southeastern
Director, says courses using only 20 to
25 pounds of a perennial ryegrass blend
per thousand square feet are having
better spring transitions than those
using the higher rates of 30 to 35 1b./ M.
However, these courses lose two to four
weeks of good playing surface in the fall
because of slower surface establishment
at the lower seeding rates.

Have you chosen the correct species,
cultivars, mixtures? The plant breeders
and seed companies have not provided
us with the ideal grass as yet, but they
do provide plenty of choices. The various
grasses used, often in combination (but
sometimes alone) are bentgrasses, fine
fescues, perennial ryegrasses, annual
ryegrasses, Poa trivialis, and Kentucky
bluegrass. The preference in recent
years has been for perennial ryegrass
alone or in combination with one of
the other grasses.

The ideal overseeding grass must
germinate quickly, establish rapidly,
tolerate frequent close mowings, heavy
traffic, and frost, and fade away unno-
ticed as the bermudagrass comes on in
the spring. Needless to say, finding a
turf species that will take all sorts of
abuse and then fade away gently and
quietly is not to be expected. Those
who overseeded greens in the northern
half of the bermudagrass belt this year
probably tried to pick a turf species or
cultivars that will not persist in the
spring as well as perennial ryegrass has
in recent years. However, this will
probably be a short-lived trend, as the
quality of putting surfaces will be less
superior and one will quickly forget the
poor transition in 1982 and go back to
the valuable qualities perennial ryegrass
offers. It should be noted, though, that
a broad genetic base of more than one
turf species and several cultivars gives
more security from dangers of disease
and severe cold weather, and also tends
to give a more gradual transition in the
spring.

It is true that the new perennial rye-
grasses do offer a tremendous amount
of competition to the bermudagrass in
the spring. However, maintenance can
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be adjusted to compensate for this
added vigor. More frequent and more
vigorous vertical mowing will thin
perennial ryegrass stands. The rapid
germination and establishment possible
with perennial ryegrass, plus its ability
to tolerate close mowings, heavy traffic,
and frost, make it a near ideal grass for
overseeding. It can provide an excellent
putting surface and has a dark green
color liked by those playing golf.

None of the remaining species com-
petes with Poa annua (annual blue-
grass) as effectively as perennial rye-
grass. Poa trivialis has a nice fine
texture and masks the presence of Poa
annua. Poa trivialis holds its color well
in cold, wet winters and is not quite as
competitive in the spring with bermuda-
grass as is perennial ryegrass. However,
it has poor wear tolerance and a slow
establishment rate.

Creeping bentgrass has most of the
overseeding characteristics of Poa
trivialis. However, the color of some
cultivars does not allow masking of
Poa annua. Some golfers and super-
intendents claim it provides a superior
putting surface in the spring provided
traffic is not too heavy. Both creeping
bentgrass and Poa trivialis do better in
severe cold winters than perennial rye-
grass.

Both fine fescues and annualryegrass
are noted as dying too rapidly in the
spring to provide a smooth transition.
The annual ryegrass is the worst of the
two and also has blades too coarse to
provide a high-quality winter playing
surface. Kentucky bluegrass is very
slow to establish, but provides excellent
color in cold winters and a gradual
transition in the spring.

Managing the Spring Transition

Although winter management of over-
seeded greens may not appear an impor-
tant part of spring transition, it can have
a definite effect. Failure to move the
hole location frequently enough,
excessively high nitrogen rates, over- or
under-watering, and triplex mower ring
have all contributed to a loss of ber-
mudagrass under the overseeding.

The new perennial ryegrass cultivars
have changed the approach of spring
management of the overseeding. In the
past, bad spring transitions, most com-
monly referred to as “sudden death,”
occurred before the bermudagrass was
ready to grow. Now, however, super-
intendents find it difficult to get rid of
the overseeding crop. Failure now often
refers to a choking out of the bermuda-
grass by the overseeding. Thus, constant

thinning of the overseeding becomes a
critical part of spring management.

Once bermudagrass begins to green
up on areas of the golf course not over-
seeded, it is time to begin spring manage-
ment. One of the most disastrous things
superintendents can do is to avoid
thinning and aerifying the overseeded
greens because of upcoming spring
tournaments. By failing to thin the over-
seeding and to aerify at the proper time,
he does not allow the bermudagrass to
break through and thus to regenerate
itself. When the tournaments are finished
and he does take the necessary steps,
the bermudagrass may be too weak to
adequately reestablish itself and give the
desired cover.

Too rapid a removal of the overseeding
in early spring is also a problem. Viable
bermudagrass may be there, but cool
temperatures may prevent it from
providing a satisfactory putting surface.
There is no sure cure for the transition
blues. There are only techniques for
reducing the risk of an abrupt tran-
sition.

Good aerification is an important
factor in bermudagrass survival, not
only in the fall, but in the spring as well.
One needs to aerify overseeded areas
soon after bermudagrass greenup in
non-overseeded areas. The purpose of
aerification is to get bermudagrass
shoots up through the overseeding and
warm air into the soil. One can use soil
temperature as a guide. Pick a time
when it is at or close to 50°.

Light, frequent verticutting may be
the best tool the superintendent has to
manage the spring overseeding. This
needs to be done weekly in the spring
and, as warm weather becomes routine,
double verticutting will be in order.
Verticutting, combined with close
mowing and brushing, reduces the
density of the overseeding and allows
more light through to the bermudagrass
while also creating openings through
which the bermudagrass can grow.

Transition is going to occur at some
time between March 15 and June 15.
Exactly when it will occur one can never
be sure. If one allows it to occur naturally
without mechanical thinning of the over-
seeding, failure is almost assured. The
superintendent must aid transition by
holding off on nitrogen in early spring
and by mechanically thinning the over-
seeding.

One of the more serious problems
encountered by bermudagrass, when
breaking dormancy in the spring, is an
early spring warmup followed by a hard
freeze, which kills the new shoots. This

































FOR GREEN CHAIRMEN, SUPERINTENDENTS, CLUB OFFICIALS:

The Green Section 1983 Educational Program
Thursday, February 24, 1983, Atlanta, Georgia

For the third consecutive year, the USGA Green Section’s annual Educational Program
will be held in conjunction with the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America
International Turfgrass Conference and Show. The place is the George L. Smith II
Auditorium, Georgia World Congress Center, Atlanta, Georgia.

The program, “Going Five Rounds with Four Controversial Issues,” promises to be a
spirited one. It is open, free of charge, to all attendees at 8:15 a.m. on Thursday, February
24, 1983. Attendees will also be admitted to the Equipment and Trade Show all day
Thursday. Advance registration is recommended and may be made by writing to USGA
Green Section, Golf House, Far Hills, New Jersey 07931.

8:15 - 8:30 Welcome and Introductions
Chairman, USGA Green Section Committee

8:30 - 9:15 Golf Courses of the Future

Are today’s “new golf courses,” i.e., gallery architecture, TV considerations and “the natural
look,” only a fad or are they the wave of the future? What about “target area” mowing?
Do these considerations actually reduce maintenance costs?

Frank Hannigan, ABC Television, Special Projects Director, USGA

James A. Wyllie, President, GCSAA, Ontario, Canada

Paul N. Voykin, CGCS, Briarwood CC, Deerfield, Hlinois

9:15 - 9:35 The Game — and the Golf Course Superintendent
A former U.S. Amateur Champion, a Walker Cup player and Captain, and now President
of the USGA shares his views on the role of the golf course superintendent.

William C. Campbell, President, USGA

9:35 - 10:20 Ups and Downs with the Stimpmeter

Some have called the Stimpmeter “anti-grass” and a weapon aimed at the golf course
superintendent. Others believe it is a major step forward and another professional tool for
the superintendent to use. Hear both sides of this story and make up your own mind.
Julius Albaugh, Superintendent, Westmoreland CC, Wilmette, Illinois

Frank Thomas, Technical Director, USGA

Robert V. Mitchell, CGCS, The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia
Stanley J. Zontek, Director, North-Central Region, USGA Green Section

10:20 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 11:00 The Soils Controversy — Mixes for Green Construction and Topdressings
So much has been said. So many claims have been made. So much “research” done —
it’s time to clear the air again in regard to soil mixes for putting greens and topdressings.
Here are the facts.
Dr. Marvin H. Ferguson, President, Agri-Systems of Texas,

Former National Director, USGA Green Section

11:00 - 11:45 For Good Golf — How Green Does a Golf Course Have to Be?
No one willingly wants a “brown” golf course. But “green” golf courses are not
necessarily (or automatically) good ones for golf. Or are they?
John A. Zoller, Executive Director, Northern California Golf Association,
Sformer golf course superintendent
Dr. James R. Watson, Vice-President, The Toro Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Stephen G. Candenelli, CGCS, Country Club of New Canaan,
New Canaan, Connecticut

11:45 The Green Section Award Presentation —
“For Distinguished Service to Golf Through Work with Turfgrass”

William C. Campbell, President, USGA

Harry W. Easterly, Jr., Senior Executive Director, USGA
Chairman, USGA Green Section Committee

12:15 Adjourn
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