














There must be a distinct
edge defining bunker
margins for the Rules

of Golf to be applied.

minimize turf wear and possible thinning, This
practice must be closely monitored to ensure that
good definition 1s maintained. Utilizing lighter-
weight mowers equipped with solid front rollers
to maintain the cleanup passes can aid in mini-
mizing wear while still allowing regular mow-
ing. In the process, the same acual cutting height
(not necessarily the same bench setting) should
be provided by all putting green mowers to guard
uniform playability. The height and mowing
frequency of the adjacent turf must be in sync
with greens to achieve the desired definition.

#4 — BRUSH AND CLIPPING PILES

Grass clippings and other brush or debris that
have been abandoned and are not intended for
removal are not ground under repair unless so
marked. If the intention is to remove the piles,
they are ground under repair, even if not so marked.
The question is: Why make someone ask?
Remove grass clippings and brush or debris piles
immediately. Not only will this eliminate ground
under repair status confusion, it will also help
reduce the related risk of lost balls and in so doing
guard the pace of play. Clippings that are spread
in the predominately out-of-play rough or in
areas between holes should be spread so that they
cannot be found later by the same person who
did the original spreading. Even slight clumping
should be prevented if the area is in play (inside
the out-of-bounds marking).
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While there may be times when economics
suggest returning clippings during fairway or
approach mowing, this can pose a problem.
Clippings (loose impediments) that adhere to a ball
cannot be removed other than on the putting
green. As such, when clippings are not caught and
removed on fairways and approaches, some type
of follow-up cleaning like blowing or dragging
may be needed to disperse and settle clippings
into the turf canopy. Regulating growth to
reduce clipping production may also aid both
playability and agronomics.

#3 — BUNKERS:
EDGING AND RAKES
Similar to the putting green, it’s important for a
player to know whether or not the ball is in a
bunker. A ball is in a bunker when any part of
it touches the bunker. A player’s activities in a
bunker are regulated. Since bunkers are hazards,
a strong case could, and for many should, be
made for holding bunker maintenance to more
reasonable levels. However, there must be a dis-
tinct edge defining the interface for The Rules
of Golf to be applied. Sand must not be spilled
or pulled over the bunker margins (Decision
13/1). Adequate sand depth and good internal
drainage should coexist with proper edging.
Maintenance must also consider Rule 23 (Loose
Impediments) — if the ball lies in a hazard, the
player must not touch or move any loose impedi-
ment lying in or touching the same hazard. Loose
impediments are natural objects, which includes
twigs, branches, leaves, and stones, although a
Local Rule can be activated that changes the
status of a stone to a movable obstruction.

Decision Misc./2 states that the Committee
must decide on the placement of rakes in bunkers.
However, it is recommended that rakes be placed
outside of bunkers on the away side and parallel
to the intended line of play. It is common for too
many rakes to be utilized, which further compli-
cates control and placement. Keeping rakes in
their proper place is a matter of significant and
ongoing communication with players, but it
starts with the maintenance staff.

Please note that a bunker is a bunker. The
term “‘low maintenance” or “waste” added to
“bunker” changes nothing. If there is a desire to
have a low-maintenance or waste area, where
clubs can be grounded and loose impediments
removed, eliminate any descriptive tie to the
word bunker. Design adjustments may also be



needed — bunkers are prepared areas; natural
sandy areas are not!

#2 — TEE MAINTENANCE

AND MARKER PLACEMENT

The teeing ground is the starting place for the
hole to be played. This means it must be clearly
defined and free of interferences. The surface
should be smooth and firm, and there should be
no surrounding obstructions, trees, or other
plant growth compromising full access. Depend-
ing upon the size of the mowed surface and the
hole design, markers (the outside edge of which
defines the front and sides of the teeing ground)
will commonly be placed five to six paces apart.
They should be positioned so that a perpen-
dicular line off the middle of the straight line
between the two markers aligns with the hole’s
centerline; incorrect alignment can lead to a
player accidentally hitting from outside the
teeing ground (penalty of disqualification unless
corrected — Rule 11). The depth of the tecing
ground 1s two club-lengths. Full access allows a
player to stand outside the teeing ground to play a
ball within. A ball is within the teeing ground
when any part of it touches the teeing ground.
Considering both right- and left-handed players,

Rakes should be placed
outside of bunkers, but
also on the away side
and parallel to the
intended line of play.
Rakes should not be
placed between a bunker
and a putting green.

an adequate margin must be maintained for
stance and swing. Markers should be moved
regularly and systematically (usually daily or
between stipulated rounds as authorized by the
Committee). A player cannot legally move
markers for the purpose of realigning them or to
avoid interference from them (Decision 11-2/2).
As a side note, there are occasions when archi-
tecture prevents the allowed two club-length
depth and ability to stand outside the feeing
ground when playing a ball within. Design
issues that compromise the Rules and course
maintenance are topics for another article.

#| — COURSE MARKING

It’s amazing how often a course is not properly
marked. Amazing because the game is the Rules
and they are dependent upon accurate marking.
The common shortfalls in course marking
include the following:

@ [ncomplete — not enough stakes, or missing
painted lines.

® [nability to site between stakes or along
painted lines due to tall grass, brush, and/or tree
growth. This can make it difficult to determine
where a ball last crossed the margin of a hazard

and to then drop and play a ball.
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http://usgatero.msu.edu/v06/n0d.pdf







































http://www.cmaa.org/audubon.htm









http://www.auduboninternational.org/e-Source/
http://www.georgiaturf
http://www.epar.com.au/
http://www.iso.org/
epa.gov/performancetrack/
http://www.ncseonline.org/
http://www.epa.gov/OW-OWM
http://www.epa.gov/ems/
http://www.epa.gov/ems/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/ems/info/elements.htm
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