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Book Review

Contemporary Issues in Mass Media for Development and
National Security, Edited by Ralph A. Akinfeleye.
Published in 1988 by Unimedia Publishing Limited, Price 30.

This is a collection of articles, three of which were read at the
International Communication Conference at the University of
Maiduguri, Nigeria, in 1987. It is divided into six sections,
namely, mass media and national security, communication
policy and national development, media education perspect-
ive, communication law, ethics and responsibility, inter-
national communication and, finally, culture and technology.

In section one dealing with mass media and national security,
Inspector General Mohammadu Gambo, examines the limita-
tions of the mass media in dealing with crime and suggests
some solutions; Emmanuel Akpan suggests that television
programmers should ensure that their programmes do not ex-
plicitly or implicitly abet crime; while Ikenna Nzimiro argues
that for Nigeria to join the technological age, its leadership
must first fully acknowledge the importance of information
and education.

In the chapter on communication policy and national develop-
ment, Ralph Akinfeleye calls for the restructuring,
harmonizing, and rationalization of communication channels
and instruments so as to make them reflect the developmental
needs and modes of Nigeria. And in another article titled ‘Mass
communication Education and Human Resources in Nigeria:
Problems and Prospects’, he cites inadequate teaching
staff,accommodation and text books, as well as large classes,
outdated communication infrastructure, and poor salaries
among the major problems plaguing media training in Nigeria.
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John C, Merrill discusses the history of academic development
of international communication. He traces the changes that
have taken place since the 1950s when international commu-
nication was introduced into college and university curricula
and acknowledges that although much has been achieved,
there still remains much room for its teaching at the under-
graduate level. In a second article titled ‘Three Theories of the
Press, Responsibility and the Advantages of Pluralistic Indivi-
dualism’, he argues that responsibility of the press as indivi-
dually defined within the U.S. system is the only one which is in
real accord with American social values and goals.

Prince Tony Momoh, Nigeria’s Minister of Information, discu-
sses Nigeria’s press laws from 1909—1984, while lkenna
Nzimiro addresses the issue of government press relations. He
submits that the press should avoid sycophants and purge
itself of praise-mongers, flatterers and opportunists. A U.S.
diplomat, Bruce Koch, examines the right to know under the
U.S. Constitution and submits that it is the duty of American
governments to protect the people’s access to information and
its dissemination.

Professor Merrill has a third article, this time in the chapter
dealing with international communication. He acknowledges
the positive developments that have proceeded from dialogues
on New World Information and Communication Order
(NWICO). Patricia Sharpe, an American journalist, vigorously
defends Western coverage of Third World events, saying that it
is not any more biased or negative than its coverage of the
Western world.

In a comparative analysis of media-government relations in
Nigeria, the U.S.A. and Britain, lkechukwu Nwosu finds that in
all the three countries, the government—media relations are
not perfect. However, the relations are better in the U.S.A.,
followed by Britain and then Nigeria.

Komia Domatob traces the development of international enter-
tainment and discusses the falacy of free flow of information
and its rammifications for Third World situations. In an article
titled ‘Freedom and Authority in International Journalism’,
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Professor John Merrill says that universally journalistic
freedom comes in three forms: sate freedom, press freedom,
and individual freedom. Des Wilson makes a strong case for
traditional communication systems whose role, he says, is
unassailable in the effort to achieve national cohesion,

Yemi Daramola, in a critical analysis of corporate advertising
in Nigeria, underscores the importance of acquiring accurate
data on audiences, harnessing research, and organizing confe-
rences, seminars, symposia and workshops to up-date know-
ledge and skills in the field. He also suggests the allocation of
more funds to advertising agencies as a strategy for improving
the trade.

Finally, Emmanuel Akpan, in another article on traditional
theatre, makes a case for devising ways of retaining television
audiences and attracting new ones. He says that moderni-
zation of traditional theatre through a mass communication
approach demands understanding of the grammar and syntax
of the modern media and preparing theatrical programmes
accordingly.

A major flaw of this book are the numerous typographical
errors which could have been easily avoided through meticu-
lous proof-reading. Besides, some sentences are too long.
Curiously, chapter six which should have been on the role of
communication in social change discusses something else
media education:

Nonetheless, this book addresses an important theme. The
contributions by individual authors constitute significant addi-
tions to the literature on major communication issues. Being
acknowledged authorities in their subject areas, the appear-
ance of these authors within one cover gives this publication
the pride of place in the library of students and scholars of
mass communication and development.

Jerry Komia Domatob,
Department of Mass Communication,
University of Malduguri, Nigeria.
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Notes For Authors

Africa Media Review addresses itself to those interested in
communication development in Africa with special reference
to the impact of communication on Africa and its people.

The Editorial Board welcomes well-researched, scholarly
articles, book reviews and other contributions in all areas of
communication for possible publication in Africa Media
Review (AMR). Manuscripts should not exceed 8000 words
(about 20 pages, including notes and references), and book
reviews should not exceed 2000 words (about 5 pages). They
should be typed, double-spaced on A4 white paper.

Three copies of each article and review should be submitted.
The first page of the manuscript should provide the title of the
paper, full name(s) of author(s), identification (position and
institutional and/or other affiliation) and complete mailing
address(es) of the author(s). Contributions must include an
abstract of not more than 150 words.

Notes and References

Notes should be numbered serially in the text with a
superscript and explained correspondingly on separate pages
placed at the end of the manuscript. References in text should
bear the name of the author of the article or book being
referred to followed by year of publication in brackets. Then all
references should be listed in alphabetical order on separate
papers at the end of the article. They should give the name of
the author (surname first), year of publication (in brackets), title
of the book (underlined) place of publication followed by colon
(:), the publisher and page numbers, if necessary. For article
references, the title of each article should appear in single
inverted commas followed by the underlined title of the book or
journal in which it appears, the volume number, the issue
number and relevant page numbers. References should be as
shown below:

Ansah, P. (1986), ‘Broadcasting and Multilingualism’ In George Wedell (ed.),
Making Broadcasting Useful: The African Experience. Manchester:
Manchester University Press, pp. 47—85.

Kasoma, Francis P. (1986). The Press in Zambia, Lusaka: Multimedia
Publications.

Ugboajah, Frank O. (1986). ‘Communication as Technology in African Rural
Development' Africa Media Review. Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 1-19.

123



Quotations should be in single quotes. Quotations of six lines
or more should be idented and typed single space with no
quotation marks.

Title and sub-titles in the article should be in upper and lower
cases.

lllustrations

All illustrations should be clearly drawn in dark ink and large
enough for printing reduction purposes. All charts, maps and
diagrams should be referred to as Fig., and should be
numbered consecutively in the order in which they are
presented in the text. They should be put at the end of the text
with indications in the next as to where they would be placed.
Captions to figures should be written below the drawings.

It is a condition of publication that manuscripts submitted to
this journal have not been published and will not be simulta-
neously submitted or published elsewhere. Articles published
in Africa Media Review may be reproduced only with
permission obtainable through the Editor. Authors will be
entitled to a copy of the issue in which their manuscripts are
published.

Opinions expressed by authors do not necessarily reflect the
views of the editors or those of the ACCE.

Editorial Note: We regret any inconveniences caused by the
change in type face in this Issue.
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