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Comments on this Issue *

This issue comprises some of the papers that were presented at ACCE's 10th
Biennial Conference in Cape Town, South Africa. The articles are on different
aspects of "Communication and the Empowerment of Civil Society." Francis
Kasoma's article is the only exception; it discusses aspects of African ethics
and their relevance in journalism. The article advocates for use of a communal
approach in solving moral problems in journalism and ends by stating that
the world needs journalism with a human face.

Peter Wanyande in his article "The Media as a Civil Society and Their
Role in the Democratic Transition in Kenya" discusses the problems
encountered by the media in the process of promoting democratic politics.
He underscores the critical role of the media as a major player in the politics
of transition to multi-party democracy in Kenya.

The article on "Portrayal of Women in Nigerian Home Video Films:
Empowerment or Subjugation" by Stella Okunna shows how video technology
could be used for the empowerment of severely marginalised social groups
like poor and illiterate women in some rural Third World countries. In
conclusion, she calls upon women to seek more positive and active roles.

Francis Nyamnjoh attempts a historical backdrop of the origins of civil
society in his article "Media and Civil Society in Cameroon". He points out
that poor professionalization among journalists is a major factor in the media's
failure to promote democracy and civil society in Cameroon.

Danladi Musa discusses the importance of the media as a watchdog in
the society. He advocates for review of the structure and ownership of the
media to redress the imbalances that make them tools for the disempowerment
of civil society.

"Communication and Empowerment of Civil Society" is the title of
Onuora Nwuneli's keynote address, where he argues for appreciating the
constraints of empowerment communication and empowerment civil society
before we strive to overcome these constraints.

Charles Nyambuga
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