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Comments on the Contents of this Issue

The decade of the 1990s and beyond offers challenges for the media in Africa
in the wake of multi-party democracy and pluralism as it marks the advent of
a new age of communication in Africa and imposes certain demands on the
existing communication order. This issue of the AMR presents a number of
papers which discuss those challenges, the emerging communication order,
the experiences of female journalists in an African soclety and the functions
of communication in the development process.

Hugues Koné’s paper lists eight principal challenges facing the African
press, the first and most poignant being the rupture of the “culture of silence”
which has enveloped so many African societies. He contends that the press
will be in a more favourable position than before to serve as a catalyst of
change and to cultivate a more mature outlook as well as to foster regional
cooperation.

Stanford G. Mukasa'’s article pursues the subject of regional cooperation
with an analysis of the RASCOM (Regional African Satellite Communication)
project. The article examines the key elements of the project and its implications
for the socio-economic and regional development in Africa. The author offers
a framework within which strategies can be devised for an integrated
information and communication techniques development. The hopes are
that RASCOM would improve pan-African telecommunications links and be
a major step forward in achieving the OAU blueprint for an economic
community of Africa by the year 2000.

At the national level, Osabuohien Amienyl looks at the contribution of
mass media to integration in Nigeria. His empirical study among three ethnic
groups in the country yields findings which suggest that the contribution of
the media to integrative tendency depends on media type and dimension of
integration. The author calls for a streamlining of media policy and an
integrated approach to achieving national cohesion in Nigeria.

The ideas often expressed on the role of women in African societies often
lead to the belief that the role of a journalist and that of women are incompatible
with each other. Rian van den Wijngaard presents a descriptive study of how
female journalists in Senegal endeavour to fulfill both roles.

As African countries continue to grapple with myriad development
problems, there seems to be an ever-pressing need for development support
communication. Asres Kebede describes an attempt to meet that need in
Ethiopla with a case study of a pllot project on development support
communication to health. He gives a detailed account of the project which
involves merging the national literacy programme for adults with informative
programmes on health, agriculture, home management and sanitation. Despite
several shortcomings of the project, Kebede contends that life-long adult
education support activities in Ethiopia can be achieved by applying relevant
information gained.
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