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resent the transfer of funds to boost schools in peasant or working class areas.

It is inkeresting to mote that in a country like Zimbabwe the most expensive and
exclusive schools are in wealthy suborbs or wealthy commercial farming areas.

Keith also makes an importan observation with regard ro mnaking seudents pay an
economic fee for both mition and bearding. Many students resent paying more for
university education, and povernmenis are wary of giving large loans 1o students as
this would inevitably commit them 10 giving the stedents employment ondce they
graduate, He maimains that most of the public sector has very few vacancies for
humanities students, but has plenty of vacancies for the techmically qualified
graduates. He mentions the case of Sudan and Somalia where there is a severe brain
drain in terms of science graduates who are emigrating 1o the Gulf States where jobs
are well paid.

Finally, the author makes some suggestions on how to cut costs. These suggestions
include, cutdng down the number of non-teaching staff in universities, getiing
universities engaged In viable comrmercial acrivities like consulting services, or
producing goods like furniture, vegetables, poultry, and beel. They should also
abolish free tickes for sabbaticals — and made more resources available for research
and weaching,

Feeding and accommodation subsidies should also be reduced, though this is
recognised as 2 political hot potato. Very few governments would survive without
resorting to brute force, incdluding closing the universities, should such a decision be

takem.
What s missing from both books is a reference to the weaknessss of the Alrican

economies. Partcularty their inability ro develop viable industries for processing the
raw materials which are in great abundance on the continent. It is only by adding
value to raw materials thar move jobs can be created, and so absorb the deluge of
graduares from all levels of the educational syscem.

The North-South refatonship has a lot to do with the present crisis in education,
though it is tue 1w say that even the capitlist countries of the West are also
experisncing the unemployment crisis. Keith mies to relate education to the labour
market, but dees noi relate the labour market to the nature and scoacture of Alrican
economies,

The two books have been produced at an opporune momem, especially for
Zimbabwe which has revently established a Commission of Inquiry into the
possibility of establishing a Second University Campus. Those involved in the
exercise and unfversity administration would benefit from reading the ovo books,
Same of the probiems and issues oulined apply equally to Zimbabwe. The two cuse
studies of Nigertan and Ghananian universities contain a wealth of informadon
which is relevant s Zimbabwean and other Afrfcan universities. Strategies need to
be developed o deal with the problem of maintaining present standards while also
coping with increasing entollmenis.

Reviewed by Faka Mudariki, Harare.

Social Seructures; A Network Appreach, Barry Wellman and 5 D Berkowitz {eds),
Cambridge University Press, 1983 (515pp, £15,00)
This edited book seems to distingnish and pui forward a‘new” structural approach, 'a
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network appreach’, from 2 variery of structural approaches commor in conventional
sotial anthropology and sociclogy. It disposes of methodological individualism, at
one time central to secial anthropology, and the reductionism inherent in social
psychological analyses. In the process, the editors and fellow contributers ta the book
privvide the reader with an invaluable contibution in respect of a review of the

literature,
The book is divided into five parts. Part I, *Thinking Structuraily’, outlines the

mazin tenets ard concepes of this new structumal network approach. It seeks
demonstrate the case for a new brand of structural analysis by giving “examples
showing how classical problems in sodal inquiry can be rethought — and new
msights developed — once the phenomena involved are seen as the systemaric result
of structural forces” (p7). More revealing of what lies behind the ‘new' simctural
network approach, however, is the secpon by Barry Wellman that avempts o
demonsirate how network analysis, sociometry and political economy “are
coalescing intw a common souciiral analytic approach” (p7).

The other parts on ‘Commnunities’, ‘Mackets”, ‘Social Change’ and ‘Social
Mobility’ have all one object: to re-interpret existing studiesfliterature using the *new’
stinciural nerwork analysis and relaed concepts. These parts seek to refute, in
panicular, normative approaches in social anthropolegy and sociology. For
example, in Pare IV, "Sodal Change’, the editors rote that there has been a long-
standing debate with modernisation theorists “who contend that changes in an
individual's norms and values provide the motive force for change™ (p327). They
suggest, instead, that auch individualistic normative explanations ignore the ways
the structuralists in this book associate social change with fundamental alterations in,
parterns of relationships berween individuals, groups and organisations. The
underlying assumption of their analyses is that norms and values are by-products of
structural changes, and not their source (p10).

Toe come to grips with this ‘souctural network approach’, and hence the boek
iwself, ivis necessary thai we examine closely how legitimate and nseful itis vo have this
amalgam composed of, as the editors say, polidcal economy, sociomety and
network analysis (p7).

One thing is clear, the authors are making an atrempe to bridge the gap between,
and deal with the weaknesses in, the macro and micro approaches in the social
scisnces by capiuring the bess of both worlds. Wholistic approaches often lack detail
or are not able o effectively capture small-scale processes, while micro approaches
are generally weak in grasping strucrural issues. Political economy, for instance,
hears the merits of macro approaches — of not atomising social reality {(see Frank
1967, Wallerstein 1974,1979). On the other hand, network sudies (see for example
Bowu) and sociomeuy give detailed and rich ¢mpirical data on particular cases.

This is an ambidons and yet worthwhile publicadon. What is mest uncertain
about it is whether this synthesis, however desitable, can be achieved through the
authors’ conceprualisation of ‘structural nerwork approach’, or viewing social
strachiure a8 “ordered arrangemenss of relations thag are comingent upon exchange
among members of social syseems™(p3). The hature or basis of these refations are not
explicated. Supposedly, these are imeractive relations. Thus the concept of social
relations is the key operative concept which is used intexchangeably with social tes.
Tt s not clear what underpins these des or relations which, in any social simadion, of
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necessity, tend to benefit some more than others. To limit oneself to sociat relations
per se, as the authors do in this book, serves o accentuate a particular world-view,
that of the market or exchange. That is, relations between groups or nations are
basically seen it rnarket serms. Such an approach risks the very weaknesses for which
Frank's brand of political economy has been criticized. That is, viewing relatonships
among nations in terms of exchange. Exchange relations, which are themselves
wnequal, are a consequence of ether underlying relations — relations of production.
Any appraach that emphasises exchange relations clearly puts the cart before the
horse,

Within the bounds of conventional {British and American) sociology and social
anthropolegy, which have tended to emphasise normatively stucrured behaviour,
the book offers an invaluable critique. Further, in the way the authors re-concepualise
struciural analysis, the book affords a refinement of the varieties of structuralism,
ranging from Durkheim to Levi-Serauss, However, when compared with conceptual
advances wiich have been made in ‘political economy’, the structural neiwork
approach presented in the heok is inadegquate in as far as it operates at the level of
sacial relations whose underlying premises are as vet nclear. Further, the emphasis
lies more on the consequences for individual behaviour in the ‘network of sodal
relations’. Little actention has been given o the underlying causes or to what gives
rise to such refations. Mention is made of scarce resources or the unequal diswibution
of resources. In pardcular, the issue of power, in all its manifestatgons —
economic, political, sodial, ¢ic — has not received amention; yet it is an issue which is
central to political economy. For this reason, at least, the ‘new structural network
approach” iz still very much in itz infancy.

Reviewed by Fanwal M Nangati, School of 50cial Work, Harare.
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