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BETTER DISTRIBUTION OF POTATOES 
MORE IMPORTANT THAN GRADING

Problem of Unstable Markets and 
Unprofitable Prices for Farm­

er Lies in Distribution 
Rather Than Stand­

ardization

Below we give a reproduction of the 
“graded” potatoes the Food Adminis­
tration and its experts have been tell­
ing us about the last few weeks. Ed­
itor Slocum brought ’em back from 
Washington and they cost him some­
thing like a cent apiece. Leastwise 
the price he paid for them was at the 
rate of $2.40 per bushel. And N o .'1 
Michigan spuds were bringing at that 
time around 80 cents per bushel, with 
the No. 2 grade selling at 40 per cent 
less. .>

Editor Slocurq would no doubt have 
invested his money in U. S. No. 1 
grade of potatoes, had there been any 
on the market. But when he asked 
for them the shopkeeper scratched his 
head and said, “That must be another 
new-fangled notion, ain’t it? I never 
heard tell of any U. S. N o.-1 grade,” 
or words to that effect. So our editor 
brought home the measly, little shriv- 
eled-up and diseased potatoes shown 
below to show M. B. F. readers the

kind of stuff that poor people are pay­
ing $2.40 per bushel for, and no doubt 
cussing the farmer every time they 
buy a peck of them.

Other investigations that have been 
recently made by M. B̂  F. confirms 
our previous statements that there 
are very few city markets offering 
graded potatoes for sale; the * dealers 
in some instances never heard of the 
TJ. S. Grade No. 1 and 2, and there is 
NO demand for graded stock from the 
consumer. In all the statements that 
have been submitted to this publica­
tion by the Food Administration and 
its traveling experts, by Prof. Waid of 
the Michigan Agricultural college; by 
Mr. J, W. Hicks, president of the 
Wisconsin Potato Growers’ Ass’n; by 
Mr. Mulward, secretary of that organ­
ization, and divers other individuals, 
both selfishly and unselfishly interest­
ed in the continuance of the grades, 
there is not one scrap of evidence 
submitted that potatoes are being sold 
to consumers in a graded condition, 
nor has there been any explanation of 
what becomes of the few No. 2 pota­
toes that have been placed upon the 
market.

Neither has there been any proof 
submitted that other states would be

compelled to follow in the footsteps 
of Michigan and Wisconsin in the ac­
ceptance of these grades, and no ef­
fort has been made by those who are 
supporting the grades to explain 
clearly why the farmers of these states 
are not being discriminated against.

There are no new developments in 
the opposition that is being rapidly 
organized against the present grading 
methods. The feeling among the" farm­
ers of Michigan, and from what we 
can gather from letters received from 
Wisconsin,—-which will later be made 
public,—the farmers of both states 
are becoming more and more incensed 
over the matter. Many local Gleaner, 
Grânge and Farmers' Clubs organiza­
tions have passed resolutions condemn­
ing the grades in no uncertain manner, 
and there are instances, even where 
boards of trade of towns located in po­
tato growing sections are exerting ev­
ery effort at their command to secure 
a remedy for the deplorable and un­
just situation. In addition to this 
hundreds of individual and organized 
farmers have publicly agreed that they 
would not sell a single potato to be 
graded under the present system.

The first squall of dissatisfaction 
has grown to a veritable storm of pro­
test, sweeping the state from one end 
to the other. That it will swoop down 
upon the Food Administration at 
Washington and move them to some 
kind of remedial action is our firm 
conviction.

WEST MICHIGAN 
WHEATIS UP 3C

Grain Corporation Induces West­
ern Michigan Millers to Ad­

vance Price of No. 2 Red 
to $2.09.
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I  United States Food Administration 2 
Grain Corporation 

Philadelphia, December 21, 1917 jg 
§ Editor Michigan Business Farming. §j 

Mount Clemens, MiCh. 
i  Dear Sir: Replying to your 1 
g favor of the 18th, Voieht Milling |j 
= Co., Grand Rapids, Micnr is paying ¡g 
§ $2.09 for No. 2 Red wheat. I am g
p  writing the Grand Rapids press.— . g 
p Food Administration Grain Corpor- g 

ation, H. D. Imrie, 2nd Vice Pres- 1 
g ident.

The foregoing letter is the result of 
a complaint laid before M i c h i g a n  Bus- * 

i n e s s  F a r m i n g  several weeks ago by 
a Kent City subscriber, over the price 
of $2.06 that was being paid by Kent 
county dealers fbr No. 2 Red Wheat. 
It was the opinion of our subscriber 
that this grade of wheat should bring 
a higher price to the Kent county 
farmer as long as the same wheat 
was quoted at $2.17 at Detroit and 

( Continued on page 4)
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Photograph of Potatoes which Grant Slocum bought at a Washington retail store, showing their exact size and condition at the time of purchase.
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Important Gathering of Michigan 
Sugar Beet Growers to be held 

at Saginaw, Friday, 
January 4th

Members of the Michigan Sugar 
Beet Growers’ Ass’n will meet Friday 
January 4th, in the auditorium of the 
Bancroft hotel, according to informa­
tion just received by  M ich ig an  B u s i­
ness F arming  from Mr. A. B. Cook, 
an officer of the state association.

The meeting will be an important 
one in many respects, and every grow­
er is urgently requested to be present.

Many growers are refusing to sign 
up 1918 contracts on the old sliding 
scale basis of $8 per ton with the 
wholesale price of sugar at 7 cents per 
pound, and one additional dollar ̂ e r  
ton for every cent increase of the 
wholesale price over seven cents. On 
account of the strict control which the 
government is attempting over sugar 
prices, it is very doubtful if wholesale 
sugar will advance over seven cents 
during the period of the war, so that 
the farmer who signs such a contract 
may as well make up his mind right 
then and there, that he’ll get $8 and 
no more.

On account of the greatly increased 
, cost of growing beets, there is a gen­
eral sentiment among the growers that 
they should have ten dollars per ton 
the coming year, and it is believed 
this is one of the matters that will be 
discussed and possibly decided at the 
coming meeting. There is the feeling 
that if the growers make a united de­
mand, the sugar manufacturers will 
be willing to grant it without their 
usual opposition, in view of the fact 
that so long as the government exerts 
a' control over sugar prices, it will 
see to it that the manufacturers re­
ceive a fair profit.

Western growers have already an- 
nohnced their demands for $10 con­
tracts, claiming that they cannot and 
will not grow beets another year for 
less than that. Testifying before the 
senate investigating committee, C. G. 
Patterson, representing the Inter- 
Mountain Territory Sugar Beet Grow­
ers’ Ass’n, said that 75 per cent of the 
growers in that district would go out 
of business if next year’s price was not 
increased. He said they could not af­
ford to raise beets for less than $10 a 
ton. His organization, he said, repre­
sents an acreage of from 125,000 to 
140 O0fl acres of which 90 per cent are 
in Utah and Idaho.

California beet growerss state that 
their acreage will be decreased fifty 
to seventy-five per cent unless they 
can get a more profitable price for 
their beets.

The time for the Michigan growers 
to take decisive and united action has 
come. $10 beets are within the range 
of probabilities for next year, and it 
all depends upon the growers whether 
or not they get it.

PARCEL POST PROVES A 
COSTLY M AR K ET M EDIUM

Recently a shipment of 1,000 lbs. of 
butter was sent from Big Rapids to 
Detroit by parcel post, at a total post­
age cost of $13, and war tax of 75 
cents. The shipper was the Farmers’ 
Co-Operative creamery.

“Economy cannot be a chief motive 
in using the mails for a half ton of 
butter,” says the Pioneer, “ for the ex­
press rate is $7.§0, with a war tax of 
38 cents, while the freight rate is 
$3.37, with a war tax of a dime. The 
best explanation obtainable here is

that the mail shipment is quicker, in­
suring delivery of the butter in splen­
did condition.”

Parcel post is the cheapest and most 
satisfactory medium for the transpor­
tation of parcels under 50 pounds in 
weight, but above that its economy de­
creases rapidly owing to the fact that 
the graduation of charges according 
to weight ends at 50 pounds. It costs 
less per pound to send a 50 pound 
package than it does a 25 pound pack­
age by parcel post, but it costs just as 
much per pound to ship 100 pounds 
in two 50-lb. containers as it does to 
ship one single 50-lb. package. This 
is not true, however, with express. The 
heavier the article, the less per pound 
is the transportation charge, so that 
generally speaking it is not economy 
to ship extra heavy articles by parcel 
post.

Milo D. Campbell, of Coldwater, who 
is President of the National Milk Produc­
ers* Federation, and one of the best posted 
men in the United States on the problems 
of milk production and marKeting. Mt», 
Campbell has agreed to keep readers of 
Michigan Business Farming advised up­
on national developments in the milk 
situation.

FARM ERS SHOULD W A T C H  
PR ACTICES OF BUYERS

It has been reported that buyers in 
a number of small towns have been 
mixing No. 1 and 2 potatoes together 
and shipping them in this mixed con­
dition. In view of the fact that there 
is very little demand for graded po­
tatoes, in spite of the Food Adminis­
tration’s inference to the contrary, 
shippers are tempted to mix the two 
grades, and they take little chance of 
being detected. The Food Administra­
tion has asked M. B. F. to report any 
such practice as this which may be 
brot to our attention, and investiga­
tions are already under way in one 
such instance. Perhaps if it were 
made impossible for buyers to mix 
these two grades, they would be more 
anxious to have the second grade el­
iminated. We would advise our read­
ers to keep their eyes open and report 
any instances of this kind with which 
they may be acquainted.

M ICH IGAN SUGAR B EET
CROP A SHORT ONE

Few if any of the sugar beet factor­
ies of the state will have a normal 
run this year. Several of the factories 
have already finished slicing their 
beets, and others will complete their 
run within another fortnight. The 
unseasonable weather during the 
growing season is to blame for the 
poor crop,' which is estimated as only 
60 per cent of normal. The sugar con­
tent was considerably higher than tlje 
average, which means larger profits

for the manufacturers. Unless farm­
ers can get a price another yfear which 
will pay thdm at least a small profit^ 
we are very much afraid the run of 
the sugat factories will be still short­
er.

R O DNEY GRANGE PRO­
TESTS POTATO GRADING

Members of Rodney Grange, Rod­
ney, Mich., voiced their opposition to 
the potato grading rules at a recent 
meeting. The discussion plainly show­
ed how disgusted the potato growers 
are in regard to the potato-grading. 
Many of those present said they would 
plant only enough for their own use 
next year.

The department of marketing says 
that from 40 to 80 per cent, of pota­
toes that go to the No, 2 grade are put 
there on purpose or otherwise by the 
men manipulating the screen. Farm­
ers should acquaint themselves with 
what kind of screens they sell their 
potatoes over. There are a few good 
screens throughout the state. If nec­
essary measure the potatoes with cal­
ipers after they go over the screen.

MECOSTA FARMER 
SAYS “ ORGANIZE”

Declares Secret to Better Prices on 
Farm Products Lies in Co-op­

erative Organization and 
Marketing

Many farmers thruout the state have 
often wondered why potato prices at 
Greenville always range from 10 to 
20 per cent higher than on any other 
market. Some authorities claim this 
is due to the reputation Greenville 
dealers have as shippers of good clean 
stock. But this can hardly be the 
reason, as there are dealers in many 
other localities who are just as par­
ticular in their shipping operations.

Mr. Jas. Edgar of Lakeview, in a 
recent letter to the editor of the Me­
costa News, has, we think, hit upon 
tl\e real reason for the “top” prices at 
Greenville. He says:

“We are posted on the Greenville 
market and have noticed that many 
times when they are paying $1.25 per 
bushel in Greenville, they are paying 
from 90 cents to $1.00 in Lakeview. 
If the Greenville buyers can make 
money at the price they pay, what are 
the buyers in Lakeview doing?

“ It is not competition that makes 
the difference in price, it is the Farm­
ers’ Alliance.

“Because of this association, the 
Greenville buyers have to pay what 
potatoes are worth.

“These same buyers have warehous­
es in all the little towns on the line 
of the P. M. R. R. and if the farmers 
in the vicinity of these towns were or­
ganized as they are at Greenville, 
they could govern the price instead 
of having to take whatever the buyer 
may offer. Then, too, every farmer 
should weigh his potatoes before go­
ing to market, as it is a common thing 
for a load of potatoes to fall short 
from 50 to 100 lbs. Now brother farm­
ers, I hope you will get busy and or­
ganize.”

Send Me Some Subscription Blanks
I am very anxious to receive your 

market publication, and if you will 
send me some subscription blanks,
I know I can get you some subserib-% 
ers as there are quite a number here 
who wish to subscribe.—Geo. A. Den­
nis, Charlevoix county.

FARM BUREAUS 
ARE ORGANIZED

Progressive Farmers of Montcalm 
and Oakland Counties Pledge 

Financial Support to Farm 
Bureau Organizations

Montcalm and Oakland are the two 
latest counties to organize farm bur­
eaus, and make, financial prov'sions 
for the hiring.of agricultural experts. 
Following the action of the board of 
supervisors in voting against the 
county bureau plan, the' progressive 
farmers of Montcalm county, got to­
gether and pledged enough funds to 
pay the expenses of an agricultural 
agent, the salary expense being borne 
by the federal government.

The organization was formulated at 
a mass meeting of farmers held at 
Greenville and the following officers 
were elected :

Pres.—Clair Taylor, of Greenville.
Vice Pres.—Franz S. King, Howard 

City.
Sec.-Treas.'—Lawrence A. Siple, of 

Greepville, R.F.D.
Executive committee—Crops, W. J. 

Wilson, Carson City; potatoes, Wm. J. 
Nielsen, Trufant; dairy, Roy Rossman, 
Lakeview; live sttock, C. W. Crum, 
McBride; soils, W. G. Herrick, Carson 
City; horticulture, Ed. Lincoln, Green­
ville; rural life, Rev. H. B. Johnson, 
Greenville; boys’ and girls’ club work, 
E. B. Stebbins, Carson City; home 
economics, Mrs. N. Rossman, Lake- 
view.

The organization starts off with a 
membership of 'about 250 thruout the 
county, which is expected to be in­
creased to 500 by December 31st and to 
1000 by January 1st.

The Oakland county organizaron 
has the backing of the Board of Super­
visors, so that no individual farmer 
is required to.bear any of the financial 
burden direct. The organization was 
effected at Pontiac, and the following 
officers were elected:

Pres.—Chas. Bingham, of Birming­
ham.

Vice Pres.—H. J. Broughton, Bloom­
field.

Secretary—Geo. H. Kimball, Pbntiac,
Treas—R. J. Coryell, Bloomfield.
A L. Ross of Avon, J. Halsey Sayre 

of South Lyon, Geo. Newbonnd of No­
vi, A. L. Nelson of Avon. G. R. Thomp­
son of Highland and YValter Terpen- 
ning of Pontiac were named as exec­
utive committee.

The action of the Federal govern­
ment in assuming the salary expense 
of county agents providing the coun­
ties take care of the other expenses 
in connection with the work, has ad­
ded popularity to the farm bureau 
movement, and it is anticipated that 
other counties of the state wiP elect 
ro take advantage of this offer and get 
in the van guard of other progres­
sive counties. The county farm bur­
eau and agent won’t solve all the 
problems of rural life, but they will 
go a long way toward doing it, and ex­
perience has proven without a doubt 
that the county agent is a valuable 
helper to those who are open-minded 
enough to co-operate with him.

MISSAUKEE (North Central)—Farm­
ers are getting their winter wood and do­
ing their chores. The weather is some­
what warmer than it has been. Nothing 
is being sold at present. No market for 
potatoes. No beans threshed yet and
there will not be many when they are.__
H. E. N., Cutcheon, Dec. 22.

CALHOUN (North Central)—Weather 
is very pleasant but rather unfavorable 
for wheat and meadows; the ground has 
thawed out about two inches. Nothing 
being marketed in this locality just now. 
This .community lost one of its oldest and 
most highly-respected residents when Mr. 
George Gray died Tuesday morning, Dec. 
18 from apoplexy. Mr. Gray was 69 yrs. 
old and had resided here many years, 
clearing the farm where he lived and 
died.—G. It., Olivet, Dec. 22.
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mHINCTON LETTER
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Wash’ngton—When the modest J. Ogden Armour 
proclaimed to the world a few weeks ago that Uncle Sam 
could have Armour & Company, “yes, and J. Ogden Armour 
himself” he probably didn’t think that his Uncle Samuel 
wpuld “get” him so soom Bicent disclosures of the fed­
eral trade commission which 1$ investigating alleged ir­

regularities in the conduct of “Big Business” show that Armour & Company 
and other Chicago packing concerns control a multitude of industries, leather, 
fertilizer, canned vegetables, dairying and dairy feed, grain and butter from 
which they make-enormous profits. Criminal manipulaUdn of funds and false 
entries on the books of the coni|»anied to conceal excessive earnings from the 
eyes of prying government investigators are also charged against Armour & 
Company. Further charges are made that the packers own the"great stockyards, 
and have practical control over the operatives, by reason of which'they are able 
to dictate the market prices. If the accusations are true the packers are playing 
the biggest game of “ freeze-out” and “squeeze ’em” ever attempted by an Amer­
ican trust. They dictate khat the farmers shall pay for dairy feeds and then 
when the farmers are obliged to kill their dairy herds for beef, the packers 
dictate the price, they shall receive. And according to the government’s in­
vestigators this-is but one of many cut-throat practices of the packing com­
panies to fill their money vaults with war-time profits. The investigation is 
only fairly under way, but will be vigorously pushed immediately after the 
holidays, the commission having adjourned until that time. We urge our read­
ers to watch the further developments; they promise to be highly interesting.

♦ ♦ ♦

GENERAL KALEDINES, military leader of the opposition against the Bol­
sheviki government, has resigned because of his growing unpopularity 
with his troops. The enemies of the Lenine'¿regime are attempting to 

consolidate their forces for a powerful offensive against the Bolsheviki, realiz­
ing apparently that they must act in unison and at once if they are to stem the 
growing popularity of the new government. The initial peace negotiations being 
conducted between Russ’a and Germany would seem to still further give the lie 
to the statement that the Bolsheviki are dominated by Berlin, as Trotsky, the 
Bolsheviki foreign minister has rejected the terms offered by the Kaiser, and 
insists Russia wants a “democratic” peace and will not be satisfied with less. 
This diplomat has given the Kaiser to understand that Russia is not in sym­
pathy with his imperialistic ideas and lust of conquest. The cessation of hos­
tilities during the peace negotiations has resulted in considerable fraterniz ng 
between the Russian and German troops, and some writers claim that nothing 
could have a more weakening influence upon the morale of the Germans than 
this exchange of confidences with a nation that has taken its first sips of dem­
ocracy’s overflowing cup. The Allies, in the meantime, “watch and wait.” Some 
diplomats urge immediate recognition of the Bolshheviki government and a de­
termined action to turn it against Germany’s peace offers; others hesitate fear­
ing that the de facto government will be soon overthrown by a coalition of the 
numerous opposing factions. If the Allies are in sympathy with the new Rus­
sian democracy, it is the contention of many authorities that they should im­
mediately make it known; if the Allies .̂re not in sympathy with Russia's new 
democracy, with what political party do their sympathies lie, and what assur­
ances do they have that a successful contender against the Lenine government 
would give to Russia a better administration or one more friendly to the cause 
of the Allies than the present one? It appears to many that the Allies should 
immediately declare their views upon the Russian situation, and help to bring 
order out of the chaos in which the country seems to be floundering.

* * *

FARMERS’ ORGANIZATIONS are sending comnrttees to Washington to 
plead for the exemption of farm laborers for military service. A New York 
delegation recently appeared before Secretary of War Baker and protested 

v ’gorously against the drafting of men from the farms. The committee told the 
Secretary that it was folly for the government to expect increased production as 
long as it continued to take the laborers necessary to increase production. In spite 
of the pleas by these committees, it is highly improbable that the government will 
modify the draft regulations, to exempt unskilled farm laborers, but Secretary 
Baker has suggested that the government might “draft” men from the train­
ing camps to help on the farms during planting, growing and harvesting seas­
ons. Other equally as chimerical and insufficient schemes have been advanced for 
the solution of the farm labor problem. To our mind there is only one satis-

you will only have patience,/ dear read­
er, we can promise you government 
ownership,—and coal,—next June, or 
if not, we ought to be able to tell you 
who is really to blame for the shortage

G R EEN VILLE ED ITO R RAPS  
“ FA R M  SP E C IA L IS T S ”

Editor B, E. Bryant of the Green­
ville Independent, who says he has had 
several years’ experience at Washing­
ton, unburdens his thots upon the 
“farm specialist”  in the „following 
'unique manner:

“We have often read with much in­
terest and sometimes considerable in­
formation articles in our state and 
national farm reports written by per­
sons signing themselves “specialists” 
or ' “ scientific experts” and other affix­
es which are intended to create the im­
pression" that the writer is possessed 
with a large amount of technical 
knowledge. When we believed these 
expert essays would prove of advant­
age to the farmer we have given space 
to the articles, but when we felt they 
contained little information or poor 
advice, we have left them out. We had 
the speech of Mr. Allewelt, who signed 
himself / “scientific assistant,”  several 
days before he delivered it at the Col­
iseum, but inasmuch as we did not feel 
it would be of benefit to our potato 
growers, we did not print it. We have 
just received another agricultural bul­
letin telling the farmers how to save 
pork costs. We do pot print it because 
we have an impression that most farm­
ers know how to butcher a hog. Here 
is a sample of the information sent 
out by this “specialist:” Among other 
enlightening information he tells of 
“ equipment needed.” The first article 
mentioned is an “8-inch sticking knife.” 
Now this was thoughtful on the part 
of the specialist because the average 
Michigan farmer might have tried to 
get the y ife  to kill the animal with 
the broom and brooms are too expen­
sive just now. Again he says: “a bar­
rel makes a very convenient receptacle 
in which to scald a hog.” How thank­
ful we should be for this new idea. 
Hereafter no intelligent farmer will 
ever think of such a thing as taking 
the animal into the kitchen and pour­
ing boiling water over it with the tea 
kettle. Even with the barrel idea 
probably most farmers would never 
have thought of tilting the barrel at an 
angle of 45 degrees if the specialist 
had not had the forethought to tell us 
so. We had several years’ experience 
in Washington and saw many letlers 
from the different departments, but 
never knew of a plain ordinary every­
day clerk. All were specialists, or chief 
clerks, or had charge of some special 
work or special desk or department, 
so the habit of being a specialist has 
grown up with department work. We 
therefore should not be surprised to 
read such elucidating information from 
some person in charge of a desk on hog 
killing.”

factory solution,—unqualified exemp­
tion frofn military,service of all labor­
ers who are needed and now working 
on American farms. Either the Gov­
ernment needs these men on the farms 
or it doesn’t. If they are needed on 
the farms, then they will be perform­
ing as patriotic and effective service 
if compelled to stay and labor on the 
farms as they would in the trenches. 
Your correspondent would be pleased 
ed to receive letters from readers 
of M i c h i g a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m i n g  setting 
forth • their ideas on the farm labor 
problem. Such letters should be sent 
in care of M i c h i g a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m ­
i n g , Mt. Clemens, Mich.

♦ * *
Investigations' have been afoot for 

nearly sixty days to fix the responsi- 
bil’ty for the coal shortage. The public 
was first assured that the operators 
were to blame, and everybody cussed 
the mine owners. Then it was hinted 
that the shortage was due to huge ex­
ports to Italy. The dear public had no 
sooner resolved that war WAS hell, 
when the biirden of blame was shifted 
to the coal dealers. And now that we 
have just come to the conclusion that 
the coal dealers are a bunch of rob­
bers and profiteers, along gomes the 
positive assurance that the railroads 
are to blame. “Federal rail control 
is the only real remedy,” says Dr. 
Garfield, the- fuel administrator. If

-  - - -  « . u i c i i t  i c o u i u u e u  m e  o r -
aer barring’ Camp Custer meh froiti visit­
ing home over Christmas and many of 
them took advantage o f the new ruling 
to spend the holiday with “the folks.” 
Those who remained in camp enjoyed! a 
royal feast, followed by various kinds 
of entertainment. On December 21st, 507 
m$n from Custer arrived at Camp Mac* 
Arthur, Waco, Texas, to replace-men sent 
there a few weeks ago and discharged 
since for various reasons. The- boys at 
Custer are much in need of additional sup- 
plies in the way of clothing, and especial- 
ly overshoes. Major-General Parker has 
made an unofficial plea to the citizens of 
Michigan, either as a state or individ­
ually, to supply rubbers or overshoes at 
this time as it seems impossible to get 
them from Washington. Individual do­
nations of rubbers, even of worn slight­
ly, will be greatly appreciated. The tra c ­
ing at Custer even though hampered hy 
lack of equipment, is progressing rapidly.

Conflicting reports continue to come 
from Russia. It is evident that condi­
tions there border on civil war, if such 
conditions actually be said to exist. The 
Ukraine has decided it will aid General 
Kaledines in his counter revolution, rather 
than Lenine, the head of the Balshevi- 
ki. The Cossacks have captured the 
town of Restovon-Don after six days of 
fighting. The Balsheviki chiefs fled from 
the town on warships. The Cossacks are 
also having trouble, the hill tribes of 
the Caucusus having risen against them. 
Valuable property in Petrograd has beqh 
plundered by mobs and a disorganized 
condition bordering on anarchy exists 
throughout the country. While the dif­
ferent factions struggle for supreme con­
trol, the rank and file of the populace face 
starvation, in a country fairly well stock­
ed w ith  food, owing to lack of any organ­
ized effort to transport the same where 
it is most needed.

*  * *

Conditions along the British and French 
fronts continue relatively quiet although 
heavy artillery fire is kept up all along 
the line and trench raids are of nightly 
occurrence. Just when the next offen­
sive will take place is a matter of con- 
.ieoture. There are indications of another 
British advance and ,n tne other hand 
the German commanders are increasing 
the number of their forces all along the 
Western front. Whether they will launch 
a general attack before severe weather 
sets in is a question being much accus ­
ed by the Allies. Fvery preparation i« 
being made to meet such an attack and- 
expert military authorities claim there 
is little chance of their being nh'e to 
make more than a slight impress-on on 
the Allied front at any point.

★  * ik
The Italians continue to hold all alrvg 

the new front, despite the most deter­
mined efforts of the Austro-Oerrnan forc­
es to break through and reach the rich 
Italian plains below. The Italians are 
making counter attacks in an attempt to 
regain Monte Asolene. Military author­
ities now consider the Austro-Oerman 
drive as definitely halted and believe that 
the Italian army will be able to take the 
offensive again in the near future. Pren- 
arations are being made to that end and 
additional , reinforcements have arrived 
from France and Britain. T h e  TtaUan 
morale is all that- could be desired and 
their air forces are constantly active ov r 
the enemy lines.

* * *
As a result of the publication of addi­

tional telegrams sent by Count von Lux- 
b u r g . Argentine is again seething with 
demands for war on Germany. At Bue­
nos Aires it has been necessary to pail 
out the mounted police to disperse the 
crowds. Argentine has already b ro k e n  
diplomatic relations with Germain and 
a declaration of war appears to bo a 
matter for the near future.

* * *

Relative to the new German pem'-' 
propaganda, one of the highest office-G 
of the Government states that the u- 
nited States will not discuss any ab«ti" t 
suggestions of peace or peace t-rns. 
and adds that the position of this country 
is too clear to necessitate any such a-u-ui. 
Officials are not interested in any of 
the present peace feelers, not consider­
ing them sincere.

*  •  *

Before abandoning their defence of 
Jerusalem and allowing it to fall into 
hands of the British, the Turks looted the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre sending 
a great amount of plunder to Germany, 
and also mistreated priests, missionaries 
and other representatives of the ohrist- tian religion.

W H A T  W A S  IT you were going 
to remember Monday, December 
31st?— to send in at least one 
new subscription, and more if 
possible, to Michigan Business 
Farming. This will not only be 
a service to us, but a service to over
200,000 farmers of Michigan. Can 
you think of any easier way of help­
ing the farmers’ cause than by ad­
ding one or more new soldiers to 
our army of readers?



NEW DRAFT W  
RULES QUERIES

What Farmers of- Draft Age Are 
Asked About Their Claims for 
4 Agricultural Exemption

Below-we publish some of the ques­
tions that are being asked farmers, 
under the new draft classification 
rules wheich were outlined in these 
columns several weeks ago.

Series XII. Agricultural Occupation
[Every registrant must answer the first 

question. If he answers “yes,” he must 
answer all the remaining questions, ex­
cept as stated in the interlined instruc­
tions, and must sign his name. If the 
registrant claims deferred classification 
on the ground of engagement in agri­
culture, he must secure the two affida­
vits at the end of this series of questions 
of two persons, in conformity with the 
following rules: 1. If the registrant 
is an employee, affidavit No. 1, must be' 
made- by his employer and affidavit No. 
2 by. a hear neighbor. 2. If the regis­
trant is the sole -managing, controlling, 
and directing head of the agricultural en­
terprise, the two supporting affidavits 
must bè made according to the following 
rules:, (a) If such head of the agricul­
tural enterprise is the owner of the land, 
both affidavits shall be made by near 
neighbors, (b) If such head of the 
agricultural enterprise leases the land, 
affidavit No." 1 must be made by the own­
er of the land, or the latter’s agent, and 

, affidavit No. 2 by a near neighbor. All 
affidavits and other proof in support of 
claims for deferred classification on agri­
cultural grounds must be filed with the 
local board, except such proof as the 
district board may directly require; and 
all additional affidavits and other writ­
ten proof nrtist be legibly written or type­
written on one side only of white paper 
of the approximate size of this sheet.]

Q. 1. Are you engaged in any ag­
ricultural enterprise? (If your an­
swer is “no” do not answer any other 
questions and do not sign your name.)

Q. 2. Are you an employee, or the 
owning or managing head of the en­
terprise?

Q. 3. Do you claim deferred class­
ification on the ground that you are 
engaged in such enterprise?

Q. 4. State the kind of farm.
Q. 5, Are you engaged in all 

branches f work on the farm?
Q. 6. If you answer “no” state 

what branch of work you are engaged 
in.

Q. 7. State in general terms (not 
as quantity) (a) What is produced by 
the entire agricultural enterprise and 
(6) What is produced by that branch 
of the farm in which you work.

Q. 8. Name postoffice of the farm.
Q. 9. Do you give all your work­

ing time to the^Jarm?
. Q. 10. If not, what other work 

do you do?
Q. 11. What is thhe name of your 

job on the farm (for instance, “over­
seer,” “manager,” “ foreman,” “ labor­
er,” etc.)?

Q. 12. What do you do on the 
farm?

Q. 13. State (a) how long you 
have been working on the farm and 
where you are now working.

Q. 14. State the nature and ex­
tent of your education and training 
as a farmer.

Q. 15. How many persons are en­
gaged, both as owners and workers or. 
the same farm with yourself?

Q. 16. State the following facts 
concerning the particular farm on 
which you work; (a) the number of 
acres of the land; (b) the number of 
acres under cultivation at the pres­
ent time; (c) the kinds of crops rais­
ed in the last year or now being rais­
ed; (d) what use is made of the land 
not cultivated?

Q. 17. State the number and kind 
of livestock on the land.

Q. 18. State (a) how many per­
sons live on the land and (&) how 
many of them actually work on the 
farm?

Q. 19. State in terms of money 
value, how much the products of said 
farm exceed the amount consumed by 
all persons working on it, and their 
families.

Q. 20. State the approximate cost 
of production, including labor, fertil­
izers, etc.

Q. 21. State why you can not be 
easily replaced by another person.

Q. _ 22. State fully the actual con­
dition which would result from your 
removal.

Q. 23. If you have any person re­

lated to you by blood, marriage, or 
contract who is in any way assisting, 
or can assist you, state why ' he can 
not take ypur place.

The foliowing questions are to be 
answered only by a registrant'who is 
an employee:

Q. 24.. By whom are you employ­
ed?

Q. 25. What are your earnings, 
in money value, as an employee, on 
said farm, whether in money or pro­
duce, or both, per day, per week, per 
month, as the case may be?

The following questions to be an­
swered only by a registrant who is 
head and owner of a farm.

Q. 26. Are you the sole managing
head and owner of the farm?

Q. 27. Do you own the land?
Q. 2$. What is its value? ‘
Q- 29. How Idng/have you owned

it? \ 7;'V l ip
Q. 30. State value of personal

property owned and used by you on
the farm.

Q. 31. If you lease the land (a)
upon-what terms; (&) name and ad­
dress of owner, and (c) when pres­
ent lease expires.

Q.’ 32. State (a) how many per­
sons are in your employ and (&) the 
total you have paid during the past 
year to all of said employees, whether 
in money or in produce.

M. B. F. SMOKES ANOTHER “ NIGGER”  
OUT OF THE “ INTERESTS”  WOODPILE
Has the government set a,price on 

butterfat? Not that we know any­
thing about. Of course, certain “ in­
terests” have -been trying to make 
the farmers believe it has, but—well, 
read the following correspondence:

The Complaint
Chesaning, Dec. 7, 1917. 

Michigan Business Farming,
Mt. Clemens Michigan,

Has the Government regulated thè 
price of butterfat. 1 have found letters 
like thé --enclosed ' in nearly all plaees 
where cream is bought by the large city 
creameries.—C. R. W.-------A -

The “Enclosed Letter”
TOWAR WAYNE COUNTY CREAMERY 

Detroit. November 13, 1917. 
Mr. (An Up-State Butter Maker.)

Dear Sir: The prices you refer to on 
your memorandum received here today 
áre for direct shippers and these prices 
are always considerably above the sta­
tion price as there is no expense in con­
nection with direct shipments.

We have just received written instruc­
tions from the government which will not 
permit us to pay moré than one price 
which this week is 44c, so you will have 
to pay that. Do not get discouraged, all 
our. men are up against just the same 
thing that ypu are, but now that the 
government has taken control you can 
look for a decided improvement.

Do not under any consideration either 
raise or lower your price without instruc­
tions from us as the Government is lia­
ble to impose a heavy penalty you for 
that. * * *

Yours very truly,
Towar Wayne Comity Creamery, 

D. Atkinsoh,
Butter Department.

M. B. F. Investigates
December 15, 1917 

Towar Wayne County Creamery,
Detroit, Michigan,

Attention Mr. Wm. J. Kennedy, 
President and Manager 

My dear Sir: If convenient and agree­
able we would like to see a copy of the 
written instrúctions which you claim were 
given you by the government forbidding 
you to pay more than a certain stipula­
ted price for butterfat. Specifically, I am interested in knowing what this so-called 
set price was for the week ending Novem­
ber 20. Very truly yours,

F. A. Lord, Editor, 
Michigan Business Farming.

Pres. Kennedy Answers
TOWAR WAYNE COUNTY CREAMERY 

Detroit, December 15, 1917. 
Editor Michigan Business Farming, 
Mount Clemens, Mich.Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your let­
ter of December 13th, asking for a copy 
of the written instructions which I claim 
were given to me by the Government 
forbidding us to pay more than a certain 
stipulated price for butterfat.

I beg to say that I have no such in­
structions nor has the government given 
this concern any such instructions that 
I know of. Your letter is quite a surprise 
to me as I have no recollection of ever 
making such a statement that I had a 
copy of such instructions. I have taken 
this matter up with our superintendent 
of our cream stations. I thought possibly 
he mav have had such instructions sent 
him by Mr. McKay. Secretary of the 
American Association of Creamery But­
ter Manufacturers, but he has never 
heard of anv such ruling.

Will you kindly advise me by return 
mail where you got the idea that I had 
issued any such instruct !ons? We are 
sending out our prices to our station 
agents based on the Chicago market, the 
same as all other buyers.

Kindly give me more information as to 
what you mean by the so-called set price 
for the week ending. November 20th.

Towar Wayne County Creamery, 
Wm. J. Kennedy, 

President and Gen. Mgr,

Our Letter to the Government
December 12, 1917 

U. S. Food Administration,
Dairy Division.
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen: Is it true that the Gov­
ernment has the authority- or is attempt­
ing to usurp authority to' dictate to the 
creamery companies thruout the country 
what they shall pay farmers for butter-

fat? There has just recently come to 
our attention a notice sent out by ‘a De­
troit creamery concern to one of our 
subscribers, advising him that the Gov­
ernment had ordered them not to pay 
more_ than 44c per pound for butterfat 
for the week ending November 2t).

We would appreciate an early and com­plete reply.
_ r „ Very truly'yours,

.&AL-W Michigan Business Farming.

FOOD ADMINISTRATION,
W  a s h in g t o n

December 15, 1917 Editor Michigan Business Farming,Mt. Clemens, Mich.
Dear Sir: We are in receipt of your 

communication of December 12 asking if 
it is true that the Government has auth­
ority or is attempting to usurp authority 
to dictate to _ the Creamery Companies 
throughout the country what they shall 
pay for butter fat- In: reply will say that 
it-is .not true. The Government is net at­
tempting to dictate to the -Creamery 
Companies throughout the country what 
they shall pay farmers for butter fat. We 
would thank you to send us the notice your letter refers to.

Awaiting same, we are. 
rr x Very truly yoUrs,United States Food Administration,

By George E. Haskel.

Our Reply to Mr. Kennedy’s Letter 
of Dec. 15th

Mr. W. J. Kennedy, •
Pres. Towar's Wayne County Creamery, Detroit, Michigan.

My dear Sir: There is no doubt a mis­
understanding oii the part of some one 
concerning a statement supposed to have 
been made by your company that you 
were forbidden by the government to pay 
more than a stipulated price for butter 
fat- I quote as follows from a letter 
sent out under date of November 13 by 
your butter department:

- (See letter No. 2)
I shall be pleased to have you advise 

me at your earliest convenience the ex­
act meaning of the above letter, and in 
what manner the subscriber who referred 
it to us and we ourselves have misun­
derstood its tone.

Very truly yours,
FAL-W Michigan Business Farming.

Mr. Kennedy Makes a Confession
TOWAR WAYNE COUNTY CREAMERY 

Detroit, December 22, 1917. 
Editor Michigan Business Farming,
Mt. Clemens, Mich.Dear Sir: Replying to your favor of 
Dec. 18th, beg to say that I hawe made a 
complete investigation of the facts as 
outlined in your letter and I find that 
our Mr. Atkinson, manager of our Butter 
Department did send out a letter such as 
you state in your letter.

In taking this matter up with our Mr. 
Atkinson he states that there was a meet­
ing called in Washington by Mr. Haskel 
of the Butter Manufacturers to give tte 
Food Administration suggestions as to 
what could be done to cut out the expense 
of duplication of stations, commissions, 
etc. and also to offer suggestions that 
would reduce the prie£ of butter to the 
consumers in the city.

Unfortunately this concern was not rep­
resented as the writer was tied up at 
the time with the milk investigation in 
Detroit which lasted five days, so that I 
could not be at both places at one time.

Shortly after this meeting in Washing­
ton, the Swift & Company of Alma, Mich­
igan, sent out the enclosed letter to all 
the creameries operating in the State 
and who are members of the Michigan 
Creamery and Butter Owners’ Associa­
tion. On receipt of this letter, our Mr. 
Atkinson took it for granted that this 
was the result.of the meeting of the Food 
Administration and consequently sent a 
copy of the Swift letter to all our sta­
tions.

I have instructed our^Mr. Atkinson to 
get his authority direct from the head­
quarters in the future before he sends 
letters of this nature to any station men. 
Had this matter been brought to my at­
tention, I would have immediately taken 
the matter up with, Mr. George Haskel of 
the Food Administration to have these 
facts verified before sending, out the let­
ter.

I trnst this explanation will be satis­
factory to you and if I can be of any 
further service to you, do not hesitate to 
write me.

Yours very truly,
Towar Wayne County Creamery,

W .  J. Kennedy,
WJK-L ■ President and Gen. Mgr.

Here is the Guilty Party
SWIFT & COMPANY,

Alma, Mich. ..
Creamery Department

November 10. 1917. 
Detroit Creamery Co.,

Detroit, Mich.
Attention Mr. Ross

Gentlemen: As you undoubtedly have 
read, the creamery companies are now op­
erating under license from the Federal 
Government since the first of November.

Want to call your attention to one par­
ticular requirement in this law which 
states that variation of price is not per­
orating under license from the Federal 
mitted by a creamery-between two points.

As* there is quite a heavy penalty at­
tached, both for the agent and for the 
principal we must insist both for your 
interests and ours that you pay only the 
price sent you each week from this of- 
flee—no more and also no less, regardless 
of what your competition is paying.

If you find that your price is out of 
line with your competition, get in touch 
with this office promptly. Butterfat pric­
es are made on Saturdays, and as we are 
more centrally located ft is possible that 
certain' Detroit creameries will not get 
their priees to their agents, with the 
present mail service, before Tuesday 
morning; so if you find on Tuesday that 
your price is still out of line, get in touch 
with this office before taking any step to 
advance price or to lower it.

Yours respectfully,
Swift & Company.

JEC-ES J. E. C.
And the end Is not yet. M i c h i g a n  

B u s i n e s s  F a r m i n g  wants an explan­
ation of this deliberate falsehool that 
has been set afoot by Swift & Com­
pany to keep the price of butterfat 
down. And if we are not mistaken, 
the senate investigating committee 
which has been showing considerable 
interest in the affairs of Swift & Com­
pany and other big packing housds, 
will want some disclosures al30. Just 
watch for future developments.

W E S T  M ICH IG AN  W H E A T
IS U P  T H R E E  CENTS

(Continued from page 1)
correspondingly ‘  high in other sec­
tions.

Knowing that the government had 
the farmer’s interests in view When 
it established the minimum price on 
wheat, and that it was intended that 
country elevators should receive only 
a normal profit on wheat transactions, 
we promptly laid the above case be­
fore the U. S. Food Administration 
Grain Corporation, requesting thhem, 
if they had the power to do so, to com­
pel western Michigan dealers to raise 
their wheat prices to the level of those 
prevailing in other sections of the 
country, similarly situated with re  
spects to markets, etc. The Grain 
Corporation showed great interest in 
the ease, and advised us that the price 
of No. 2 Red Wheat in Grand Rapids 
should be $2.12%. They promised to 
take the matter up immediately with 
the Voight Milling Company, who, it 
would appear, has a virtual control/ 
over the grain markets of that section 
of the state, practically dictating what 
the country elevators shall pay for 
grain.

Following an exchange of corres­
pondence upon the subject, the Grain 
Corporation advised us on December 
21st, as above.

If No. 2 Red Wheat is worth $2.12% 
per bushel in the Grand Rapids mar­
ket as compared with the Detroit quo­
tation of $2.17, M. B. F. knows no 
reason why the dealers of that section 
should not be compelled to pay that 
price. - To a certain extent, the gov­
ernment finds it possible to prevent un­
fair practices by dealers in wheat and 
other farm commodities, thru the pow­
er of license, but dealers who are so 
inclined find it comparatively easy to 
show that their costs of doing busi­
ness is too high to pay the price rec- 
ommeni10'1 the government. This 
is no doubt the case in the Kent dis­
trict, and it is not probable that the 
Grain Corporation can secure any fur­
ther advance in the price. However, 
a half loaf is better than none, and 
even an extra three cents per bushel 
means something to the average farm­
er this year.

M. B. .F . acknowledges the indebt­
edness of its readers to Mr. H. D. Im- 
rie, 2nd Vice President of the Grain 
Corporation for his efforts in bringing 
about this advance.
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Detroit Chicago Now York
2.17 2.15 2.25
2.14 2.12 2.22
2.1S 2.13 2.23
2.1S 2.13 2.23

Mills are running to capacity at pres­
ent but recent storms and adverse 
weather conditions have delayed move­
ment of wheat and at the time millers 
have experienced difficulty in securing' 
the necessary additional supplies, 
which are purchased from day to day 
to keep stocks on hand up to normal. 
The general condition of wheat now 
being offered is better than at any 
time this season. The greater por­
tion of deliveries are grading up well 
and it would seem that the poorer 
grades had been moved first, a good 
idea.

Canadian wheat is coming into the 
United States through every customs 
district on the northern border in 
greatly increasing volume. For the 
nine months ending with September 
this country imported from Canada 
21,490,269 bushels more than 14,000,- 
000 bushels which came in free after 
April 16. This was the date on which 
Canada removed its import duty on 
wheat which resulted automatically in 
letting Canadian wheat enter the U- 
nifced States free under our tariff law. 
During these nine months wheat flour 
imports reached the total of 403,270 
bbls., of which 297,000 bbls. came in 
free against a total of 157,279 bbls., 
during the same period in 1916. The 
heaviest of this traffic was through 
Buffalo. Some Canadian flour is also 
moving to the west coast. American 
exports of wheat, for the twenty-three 
weeks ending Dec. 6, were 111,089,008 
bushels,« against 169,565,178 bushels 
during the corresponding period last 
year. This is a considerable reduc­
tion but it should be remembered that 
much of the wheat' is being made into 
flour and transported that way to save 
cargo room. Exports to Europe must 
be increased however, and every bush­
el of wheat in this country arid Cana­
da will be needed before the coming 
Of another crop.

vm&M :-w

GRADE 
No. 2 White

Detroit Chicago New York

StuuUrd .82 .79 1-2 91 1-2
No. 3 White .81 1-2 .78 .90
No. 4 White .80 ’ -2 .76 1-2 .89 1-2

The oat market has been rather er­
ratic Ifo'r some time. The Governt- 
ment decided to remove the embargo 
on grain going east and for a time 
this was taken as a bull factor and 
there was spirited bidding for grain. 
In the course of a day or so, however, 
this movement was discontinued when 
it was seen that it was not going to 
have any decided effect on conditions 
generally. Since that time the mar­
ket has been more' or less of a see 
saw with a weaker feeling prevailing 
on the Chicago board. Chicago deal­
ers believe the movement of oats will 
increase and are working carefully on 
that basis.

t The price has worked up a little, 
having remained at a somewhat high­
er figure since the flurry caused by the 
first lifting of the embargo. Deliver­
ies on December sales are slow and 
movement of grain is much restricted 
by shipping conditions. Considerable 
export business has been done via 
the Gulf since the embargo was placed 
on shipments to Atlantic ports. The 
Allied governments must have around

* 12,000,000 bushel of oats per month 
and they must either secure them 
from this country or Canada. Prices 
in Canada are higher than those‘ pre­
vailing in this country apd as 'a  nat­
ural result the bulk of the buying is 
done here. The movement from Ar­
gentine is restricted by lack of ocean 
tonnage and this surplus is turned 
our way. The question right now is 
will shipments from country points 
increase sufficiently to overcome the 
existing " demand or will present con­
ditions continue with a slight ten-

CHICAGO WIRE— Last few days have seen increased demand for good tim­
othy and Mo. 1 mixed. Other grades somewhat slow. Beans quiet. Potatoes 
not showing much strength and condition will perhaps remain same for next 
week or so, until stocks clean up.

PITTSBURG WIRE— Somewhat better inquiry for ’ potatoes but embffrgo 
restrictions make local trading slow. Still some frosted stock coming add send­
ing at a great reduction. Hold potatoes back until more satisfactory shipping 
conditions exist.

DETROIT SPECIAL— A fairly good demand for potatoes but suppUes amply 
sufficient. General produce market in satisfactory condition. More of the 
better grades of hay wanted.

dency for the price to work just a 
little higher from week to week until 
such time as spring weather condi­
tions increase the movement.

CORN
GRADE Detroit Chicago New York

No. 2 Yellow 2.08 1-2 Nominal 1.70
No. 3 Yellow 2.07 Nominal 1.69
No. 2 Mixed 2.03 1.65

The movement of corn is increasing 
as shippers make use of the 10.000 
cars delivered to western points by the 
Government. The cold weather of a 
week ago also helped the quality and 
receipts at originating points show a 
great improvement. It looks now as 
though there was more good grain 
in the country than was at first sup­
posed. During the first week or so 
of the present season we stated it as 
our opinion that corn would not move 
freely until after the first of the year 
or perhaps along the middle of Febru­
ary. This has largely proven to be 
the case. The corn which has moved 
has been such as must find a market 
quickly or spoil on the growers hands. 
A lot of this stuff has been disposed of 
for local feeding purposes and to dri­
ers and the balance of the movement 
should show better quality and no 
doubt will, judging by the condition of 
offerings during the past week.

The final Government crop report 
gives this year’s corn crop as 3,159,-
494.000 bushels, as compared with 2,-
566.977.000 bushels last year, a gain of
592.567.000 bushels. But we must also 
take into consideration the fact that 
this 1917 crop was about as poor in 
quality as we have had in years .Much 
of the corn will never reach market. 
At the same time we have a great sur­
plus over last year and when this gets 
to moving freely it would seem that 
lower prices might be expected. There 
is a good strong export demand how­
ever, greater than ever before, and 
with an increase in ocei. i carriers, 
something we all hope for, this for­
eign trade should prove a big factor 
in keeping prices at a level above 
normal for such a crop as we have this 
year.

We are receiving many inquiries

from our readers as to where good 
seed, corn may be had. Offerings so 
far have been few and here is a good 
chance for those who have seed corn 
to do a little advertising and help out 
their friends. We feel that growers 
are wise in giving this matter atten­
tion at this time and as soon as we get 
a more definite line on the supply we 
will be glad to do all we can to assist 
them. If a supply of old corn is avail­
able at any point it should be con­
served by all means. We reproduce 
here part of an article on this sub­
ject, by C. C. Massie of Minneapolis: 

“Much of the seed corn that is to be 
used next spring must be taken from 
the supply of old corn, where any such 
supply is available; and it is of the ut­
most importance that such corn should 
be saved, tested, and carefully stored. 
Unfortunately, there is very little old 
corn to be obtained and consequently 
every farmer should test whatever 
corn he has and select all that he can 
possibly use for eed. He must select 
the good looking ears of corn and im­
mediately examine them by breaking 
the cobs in two to see that no mould 
has attacked the germ. The sound 
ears should be carefully dried out, 
even if it is necessary to put them in 
the parlor, so priceless will they be 
found when seeding time arrives. Ev­
ery ear should be tested for germin­
ation, and all available ears of seed 
corn stored in a dry place so that the 
kernels may be seasoned, and saved 
for next year’s planting.”

There is very little rye moving and 
the market continues unchanged and 
dull. During the past week the de­
mand has lessened greatly unless there 
is a change in the near future there 
is very liable to be a decline in price. 
Elevators report quite a stock on hand, 
in the aggregate, and this is increas­
ing owing to the lack of shipping fa­
cilities. It is liable to move in vol­
ume later on and about all that can 
save the market, is a greatly increase 
demand. It may be however, that the 
lull in the demand is only temporary 
that the buying will increase after the
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1 Is Your B iggest Problem one

of Production or of M arketing? \
Michigan Business Farming wants to know whether the immediate problem | 

| of the farmers of Michigan have to do with production or marketing.
Do you think it possible for you to increase your production enough to put § 

| your farm on a permanently profitable basis under present marketing conditions. |
IVhat do you think would happen if every farmer of the United States should | 

| increase his production to the maximum? g
Do you think that you are getting enough of the consumer’s doUar to pay | 

| you for the chances you take, and to insure you a profit on your labor and in- = 
g vestment?

Without first simplifying the present system of marketing do you think it |
= would be good business for the farmers of the United States to double their gj
§  production?

Michigan Business Farming wants your ideas on this important subject. Tell | 
| ns in your own words which problem you think_ ought to be solved FIRST, the |
!  problem of produeton or the problem of marketing. g
g We offer no prices. Every letter will be published, and the exchange of ideas § 
| will be worth dollars to every man reading this paper. Write today.

I “  Is your biggest problem one of production or marketing?”  | 
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holidays when people get back to waf 
timje fare and increase the consump­
tion | o f rye products; 
i Tjhe report shows that up to Nov. 17 
thei’e was threshed in Michigan 4,469,- 
241 bushels of rye, and a considerable 
portion of this grain has moved from 
growers hands but there is still a large 
amount Waiting transportation to pri­
mary markets. This grain, and some 
still td be thresh;ed, must find a mar-; 
ket add will need a greater demand 
than now exists if it is to maintain 
its present position.

W88S

BEANS
mseeammi

GRADE Detroit Chicago New York
C. H. P 7.50 8.25 8.40
Prime 7.45 8.20 8.33
Red Kidneye 8.00 9.00 9.00

We are constantly receiving letters 
from our friends over the state, ask­
ing our advice as to the advisability 
of holding for higher prices. To all 
of them we must say that this is a ques­
tion which must be dealt with by each 
individual separately. Many condi­
tions enter into this proposition and 
no hard and fast advice can be handed 
out to suit all cases collectively To 
judge this matter the first thing to 
take into consideration is the condi­
tion of the stock. We are not advising 
anyone to hold wet beans. To do so 
is to invite disaster. Beans which do 
not contain a great percentage of mois­
ture may be held during the cold 
weather, but should be disposed of 
before the first warm weather of 
sprang. This may seem like trifling 
advice to some of our readers • who 
have given the bean situation plenty 
of study from year to year and real­
ize the importance of watching the con­
dition of their stock. But we can see 
from many of the letters which are 
coming in here that this advice is 
needed right now. We say now to our 
readers who liavo wet stock and who 
have written that they will hold until 
next snmmer if necessary, don’t at­
tempt to do it unless you have some 
way of drying your beans.

We have seen some beans delivered 
which were actually frozen in chunks. 
This class of stock cannot be sold and 
run through the driers any too quick­
ly. We believe the time will come 
when some arrangement will be made 
for community driers to meet just 
such conditions as exist this year. 
But until that time comes, discourag­
ing as it may be, the best thing to do 
is to get such stock off our hands at 
the best possible price. It will rapid­
ly deteriorate in the bins, even in 
cold weather. There is a lot of such 
stock in Michigan this year.

We have repeatedly stated it as our 
belief that the great majority of Mich­
igan bean growers must have not less 
than $8 per bushel for their stock in 
order to come out with any profit at 
all. We believe the market, will even­
tually reach that figure and that good 
seed beans will be worth a great deal 
more in the sping. If you should -be 
so fortunate this year as to have beans 
containing only a slightly increased 
percentage of moisture, spread them 
out sq, that the air can have a chance 
at them. Most growers have a space 
somewhere where this may be done. 
But unless you are sure they are dry 
enough to keep, don’t attempt to leave 
them in the bins indefinitely. By 
spreading beans out and using a rake 
on them frequently the moisture con­
tent may be greatly reduced. We have 
followed this system many times in 
the past, with good results.

There is a good strong undertone 
to the bean market at present, not­
withstanding the bear reports being 
handed out. If your beans are in con­
dition to keep, don’t let this kind of 
talk bother you. There will be a 
steady market for beans right along, 
and the wet stock will move first so 
that conditions should constantly grow 
more promising. Growers in other 
states have their eye on the situation 
and they will be looking for a little 
better price the same as Michigan 
growers. Let’s see how things move 
a fter the first of the year.

WEÊU
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W.am
Market* N o . 1 standard IHo• C

T im oth y timothy Timothy
Detroit 24 50 25 00 23 so 24 00 22 50 23 50
Chicago 27 28 00 26 50 27 50 26 00 27 00
Cincinnati 29 00 29 25 28 50 29 00 28 00 28 50
Pittsburgh 29 50 30 00 27 50 28 75 27 00 28 00
New York 26 00 27 00 24 75 25 50 23 24 00
Richmond 31 00 32 00 31 00 31 50 31 00 31 SO

Market* No . 1 Nc . 1 Nc . 1
Light Mixed Clover Mixed C lover

Detroit 23 50 24 20 00 21 00 19 00 20 00
Chicago 20 22 00 19 00 21 00 18 SO 20 50
Cincinnati 28 50 28 75 28 00 28 50 28 25 28 50
Pittsburgh 28 28 50 29 00 *30 00 29 00 30 00
New York 21 23 19 50 21 00 18 20
Richmond 30 00 31 29 00 29 50 28 50 29

Hay at all middle western points 
remains firm and steady. There is 
no let up in the demand and while sup 
cplies have increased to some extent, 
stilPthey are not in excess of the de­
mand. No material change In the De­
troit market and dealers feel satisfied 
there will be none until such time 
as supplies are greatly increase.

Chicago reports offerings still re­
stricted and all arrivals being taken 
up quickly. Values are held firm at 
the present level and are expected to 
continue so well into the new year at 
least.

The market at St. Louis is very 
strong for all kinds of hay and wh’ le 
prices remain about stationarl, still 
they are relatively better, consider­
ing the poorer class of hay which has 
been arriving there and selling at the 
top. There is a good demand for 
all grades of clover and alfalfa, those 
grades being in the majority on that 
market. Many shipments from the 
north have gone to St. Louis to take 
advantage of the market on the coars­
er kinds.

Arrivals at Cincinnati during the 
past week have increased considerably 
of many cars held back in transit. 
For a time the market seemed to weak 
en but rallied later and at the time 
of writing this article conditions are 
again close to normal. The demand 
there shows no sign of decreasing .̂nd 
until such "time as shipments greatly 
increase, which will perhaps be far in 
the future, present prices should rule.

Looking farther east we note that 
Pittsburgh is having a great deal of 
trouble to move cars with the Pitts­
burgh district. A special permit is 
necessary and this has a depressing 
effect on the market. It has caused 
demurrage to accrue in on cars and 
in order to get away from higher 
charges on this account, values in some 
cases have been reduced.

Supplies have continued to increase 
on tile New York market but the price 
is being maintained remarkably well. 
The best shipments are about over 
for the season and embargoes are 
bound to cause some trouble. We 
look for lighter supplies on that mar­
ket and perhans somewhat better pric­
es later on. There has been very lit­
tle really No. 1 hay available there. 
Theye is a good demand for rye straw, 
the right kind of offerings selling at 
$17 and some of them as high as $18.

P O T A T O E S

Markets Choice round 
white-sacked

Medium Round 
white-sacked

Detroit 2.15 cwt. 2.05 cwt.
Chicago 1.7S 1.60
Cincinnati 2.20 2.10
New York 2.25 2.15
Pittsbnrgh 1.75 1.60
Norfolk, Va. 2.25 2.10

Our conservation with potato deal­
ers during the past week, and our 
own investigfiations leads us to think 
that the turn of the year will see 
better conditions in the pototo market. 
We believe that much of the frosted 
stock has already moved and been 
disposed of. With this out of the way 
the consuming public and dealers gen­
erally will be more willing to buy in 
larger quantities. We bave had a 
slow market now for some time and 
the pendulum should be about ready to 
swing back.

Conditions are becoming much more 
settled and buyers now have a fairly 
good line on the actual crop. They are 
beginning to realize that even though 
the crop did give promise if surpass­
ing the expected yield, still the gener­
al condition is such as to greatly cut 
down the amount available for com­
merce.

In many sections the tubers show 
a great deal of decay and this will be­
come more noticable from now on.

This one thing alone is going to effect 
the Michigan crop much more than is 
generally believed at this time, The 
high cost of meat and other articles 
of food will increase the potato con­
sumption greatly.

It is well to take all these points in­
to consideration before letting stock 
go at a sacrifice. Let’s have faith in 
the potato market and let others know 
it. There has been altogether - too 
much bear talk. With so much froz­
en stock on the market and so much 
talk of a bumper crop, it was the most 
natural thing that we should have a 
slow market. The wonder is that it 
has been able to keep up as it has. 
Conditions are going to improve with 
the new year and should keep on im­
proving as spring draws nearer.

r *

Onions are steady and firm at a- 
bout the same range of prices as ex­
isted last week. No. 1 yellows sell 
at $2.50 to $3.00 per 100-lb. sack.The 
Detroit newspapers are quoting onions 
at a higher figure than this but we 
find on investigation that the prices 
as given here are about in line with 
what can actually be secured on sales 
at the present time. We try to give 
our readers the correct prices so that 
they may not be disappointed with re­
turns on shipments as they wo” ’ -» be 
at the present time, basing their ex­
pectations on the quotations of Détroit 
daily papers.

APPLES
m

The week has seen active buying 
of apples but shippers and dealers 
generally had foreseen such condi­
tions and the supply has been at all 
times equal to the demand. Some 
apples have moved out of storage to 
supply the demand for fancy box stuff, 
and barrel stock has found a large sale 
with stores and dealers who cater to 
the trade in small quantities. A cer­
tain class of trade has been calling 
for the poorer grades, the demand 
for these perhaps being stronger dur­
ing the present week than at any time 
since early fall. This has enlivened 
holders of this class of stock to rid 
themselves of stock which was caus­
ing them some worry. Retail ship­
ments of apples generally are falling 
off and it is only a question of a very 
short time until the greater portion of 
Michigan stock will have moved, with 
the exception of what will be held at 
loading points for the early spring 
trade.

FLOURS FEED

Detroit quotations on feed remain 
about the same as those of last week. 
The demand continues to take care of 
all offerings and should there be any 
additional demand after the inventor­
ies are off the hands of the buyers, 
ther is very liable to be a further ad­
vance in prices. This is true of wheat 
products especially while the tenden­
cy of corn products may be downward 
should that grain work lower as some 
anticipate. Quotations at Detroit, job­
bing lots, 100-lb. sacks: Bran, $44; 
standard middlings, $47; fine midd­
lings, $50; cracked corn, $84; coarse 
cornmeal, $77; chopped $60 per ton.

Eastern markets, while reporting 
a somewhat lighter demand the past 
week, remain firm owing to small of­
ferings. Dealers are not anxious to 
force sales by concessions, under pres­
ent conditions. As a result values 
are well maintained. Quotations at 
Philadelphia are as follows:

Winter bran, 100-lb. sacks, spot and 
to arrive, $45.50 @ 46 per ton. Spring 
bran, 100-lb. sacks, spot and to arrive, 
$45 @ 45.50 per ton. White middlings 
100-lb. sacks, spot and to arrive, $55 @  
56 per ton. Standard middlings, 100- 
lb. sacks, to arrive, $45.50 @  46 per 
ton. Red dog, 140-lb. sacks, to arrive, 
$61.50 @ 62 per ton. Shorts, 100-lb. 
sacks, to arrive, $45.50 @ 46 per ton. 
Mixed feeds, 100-lb. sacks, to arrive, 
$45.50 @  46 per ton.

Barley
Advices from Duluth indicate de­

mand has been very active, looking to­
ward supplies before the close of navi­
gation. The price advanced from 7 
to. 10c per hd. Navigation has now 
closed for the season'and supplies in 
elevators at the head of the lakes has 
been just about entirely cleaned up. 
The Milwaukee barley market contin­
ues very strong at about the former 
range of prices. Choice barley test­
ing around 48 to 50 pounds per bu. 
is quoted at $1.45 to $1.48. Buffalo 
quotations run $1,52 to $1.55.

The recurrent rumor that barley^ 
flour is being milled in increasing 
quantity makes interesting the an­
nouncement in the Chicago market 
that several mills here have bought 
one car each for experimental purpos­
es. It has been known for some time 
that Minneapolis mills were grinding 
barley and with the considerable sup­
ply of milling barley on hand it is a 
very wise move, as the resultant flour 
is proving entirely satisfactory.

Glover Seed
The Toledo seed market is firm and 

steady at prevailing prices. Much seed 
is being sold abroad at prices greatly 
in excess of normal and the demand 
continues strong. Current quotations 
are as follows:

Prime, cash, old $16, new $16 17, 
December $18 17. January $16 17, Feb­
ruary $16 20, March $15 97. Alsike: 
Prime, cash, $14 30, Deoember $14 30, 
February $14 40, March $14 50, Tim­
othy: Prime, cash, old $3 60, new $3.- 
67, December $3 67, March $3 87.

f$mi m

BUTTER

Under a continued short supply of 
good fresh creamery firsts the butter 
markets of the country have advanc­
ed slightly. At many points the con­
densates are paying such a price for 
milk that they are unable to get out 
anywhere near their usual amount of 
butter for this time of the year. Many 
of them closed altogether for the win­
ter months and it looks as though we 
would have a great shortage of fresh 
butter from now until spring. Detroit 
is quoting 47 l-2c for fresh creamery 
firsts and sales are reported at even 
higher prices fancy offerings. Extras 
are reported at even as high as 49c. 
Storage creamery is quoted at 44c per 
lb.

Eastern points report a good strong 
trade on all grades and the movement 
of a great deal of storage butter on ac­
count of the shortage of fresh. Fan­
cy extras are quoted in New York at 
5ft 1*2 @ 51c. Extras 50c and firsts 
49c per lb.

Cheese
There has been a good export out­

let all week for cheese and holiday 
buying seems to have increased the 
domestic movement. Detroit quotes 
the market as follows:

Michigan flats, 23 l-2c; New York 
flats, 25c; brick, 27 l-4c; long horns, 
27 l-4e; Michigan daisies, 24 l-2c; 
Wisconsin daisies, 25 l-2c; Wisconsin 
double daisies, 25 l-4c; domestic Swiss 
35 40c for prime to fancy; limburg-
er, 28 @  29c per lb.

.¡¿./K -4.V, ' !|g M Ë

There is no change in the egg mar­
ket worth considering. The supply 
of fresh continues away under the de­
mand and there is no immediate pros­
pect of any increase in shipments. If 
anything could be said other than has 
already been pointed out in these col­
umns it is that the shortage of fresh 
stock is causing a much needed move­
ment of held stock and this will have 
a beneficial effect on the market in the 
weeks to come. With even a moder­
ately plentiful supply of fresh the 
movement of held is restricted and 
as this stock must come on the market 
eventually it would be sure to effect 
prices later on. It is a good sign to 
see R ’-""ving now. The first of Feb­
ruary will see an greater supply and 
this will increase toward spring as 
is always the case. With a good share 
of the held out of the way the piar- 
kets generally will be in better shape 
to pay the price for the fresh...
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POULTRY
LIVE WT. Detroit Chicago New York

Turkey 30-31 30-31 28-30
Dock* 26-27 24-26 25-27
Geese 25-26 23-25 27 28
Springer* 23-24 / . , 23-24 24 2 5
Hens 19-22 19-23 22-24

No. 2 Grade 2 to 3 Cent» Les»
Toward the end of last week poul­

try arrivals were heavy on all mar­
kets but the demand increased greatly, 
even more than was expected,-and no 
great surplus of supplies has accumu­
lated as was the case during Thanks­
giving week. In fact, under the spir­
ited buying the price advanced. . This 
was expectedly noticeable on geese, 
dudks and turkeys. During the early 
part of last week is, was feared there 
would be a shortage of geese, owing 
to the strong demand and the limit­
ed supply. It soon became apparent 
however that shippers had been wait­
ing the opportune time shipments in­
creased toward the close of the week, 
but there was at no time a noticeable' 
surplus. The same was true of ducks 
only the .supply was more even thru 
out the week. Turkeys took a very 
good advance and held it steadily de­
spite the arrival of jjood sized ship­
ments.

The market on springers and hens 
was brisk all weelt and has contin­
ued good so far this week, supplies 
being secured for the New Years fes­
tivities. Shippers who were careful 
to put their fowls in good condition 
and get them in at the right time were 
more than repaid for their trouble. 
Well finished fowls were in demand 
esneciallv with those who did not feel 
able to buy the more expensive geese 
and turkeys. TV© saw some guineas 
sold at a sacrifice because the shipper 
had picked them. Guineas to sold 
on the general market should be ship­
ped with the feathers on. The meat 
looks too dark to be attractive to buy­
ers, after the feathers have been re­
moved. Where sale is made direct 
to hotels or other special trade, of 
course it is proper to remove the feath­
ers, not otherwise.

m
CATTLE

GRADE
Steen, good to prime 
Steen, com. to fair 
Heifers, good toprime 
Cows, average 
Canners,— Cotton 
Bulls, arerage 
Veal, fair to good

Detroit 
11 50-12 00 
9 00 1000 
8 50- 8 75 
7 50- 8 00 
5 50 6 00 
7 00 7 50 

M3 00-15 00

Chicago 
11 00-14 00 
9 00 13 00 
7 00- 9 00 
7 00- 8 00 
5 00- 6 50 
7 00- 8 00 

14 SO 16 00

Boifaio
13 06-13 50 
12 00-12 25
7 50- 9 50 
7 25- 8 50 
5 00- 6 00 
7 25- 8 00

14 50-16 25

The cattle market during the Christ­
mas week was just a little slow at 
times and especially so on light stuff, 
of which there was usually a free 
supply. Outside buyers have been nu­
merous and as they are able to get 
cars more easily than for several 
weeks, they proved active competitors 
on the Chicago market until such time 
as their wants were satisfied. Real 
prime lots were scarce all week. On 
Thursday one load of prime steers, 
averaging upward to 1400 lbs. sold 
at $14:25. Two loads, nearly 1300 lbs, 
went at $14.00, while some , averag­
ing upward of 1500 lbs. but lacking 
in finish, sold at $13.35. A few other 
loads went at $12.50 and $13.05. A 
good share of the run was of the $11 
@11.50 kind, although $12.00 caught 
a lot of them. Many of the other less 
desirable offerings cleared $10.00 to 
$10.75.

The market for cows and heifers 
was irregular all this week, but a gen­
erally better demand for cattle and 
somewhat lighter receipts toward the 
end of the week caused a better feel­
ing for this class. The Bull trade 
showed uneven tendencies all week. 
Choice heavy bolognas found a fairly 
market but the plain, lighter kinds at 
times found a draggy market.

Rather an uncertain market has 
prevailed for canners and cutters. The 
supply most days was large enough 
to meet all demand and then some. 
One. or two days saw the run a little 
Iightej and buying more spirited. Can­
ners of fairly good quality sold around 
$5.75 to $5.90. Cutters of plain fa ir ' 
quality sold around $6.25 to $6.40.

When buyers were able to get cars 
the demand for stackers and feeders 
was fairly good. Receipts were rath­
er liberal at times and toward the 
end of the week the grade wq,s mostly 
medium to plain. Good to choice feed-
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B R E E D E R S  , , 
DIRECTORY»

This column has „been established to 
give responsible breeders an opportun­
ity to advertise their stock to thou­
sands of business farmers who cannot 
be reached thru apy other medium. 
The department will be gradually en­
larged, and editorial features of par­
ticular interest to breeders of fine 
stock will be added. Every breeder in 
the state should be listed here. We 
have made a special low rate on breed­
ers’ advertising, and as an indication 
of the faith in the “pull” of our ad-, 
vertising columns we will give any 
responsible breeder one free insertion 
of his ad. providing it does not run 
more than one inch. Prove to your own 
satisfaction, without .cost, tfiat it pays 
to advertise in M . B .  F .

0 1 BOARS and SOWS of fine
. I. v .  quality. Prices reasonable. 

Registered free and will ship C.O.D. Floyd 
H. Banister, Springport, Mich.

Re g i s t e r e d  H a m p s h i r e  b o a r s  
and" bred gilts for sale. John w. 

Snyder, R. 4., St. John", Mich.

I OFFER FOR REMAINDER OF SEA- 
spri sC limited number of Strong Vigor- 

ourf Registered Shropshire ram lambs, 
gobd size, well covered and ready for 
service. Cl Lemen. Dexter. Mich.

Howbert Stock Farm 4
Six year old granddaughter of “King of 

the Pontiacs” from a 2 31-lb granddaugh­
ter of “Sadie Vale Concordia’s Paul-De- 
kol” that has 21 A.R.O. daughters. To 
freshen Feb. 20 18 from “Maplecrest De- 
kol Hartog,” a 30-lb. son of “Friend Hen- 
gerveld Dpkol Butter Boy,” that has 
many high yearly record daughters. 
Weight 1200 lbs., mostly black. Price, 
$260.00 F.O.B., crated. Howard T. Ev­
ans, Eau Claire, Mich.

Registered H ogs for S ale! .
DUROC JERSEYS— 3 Boars 10 weeks 

old. Sire, Hoosier, J. O. C., 77465 ; Dam, 
Vedna, Austindale, 210560.

H A M P S H I R E S — 2 Boars, 1 sow, Aug­
ust fa r ro w S ire , Goble, 20907 ; Dam, 
George’s Girl 1st, 82292.

Ready for immediate delivery. Please 
write for full description. All stock guar­
anteed.

HOMESTEAD FARMS, Bloomingdale, Mich.

Ba r r e d  r o c k  c o c k e r e l s  for sale, 
$2.00 to $5.00 each for strain with 

records to 290 eggs a year. Circular free. 
Fred Astling, Constantine, Mich.

D A D D rn  p n r v  COCKERELS from DAIVlvEii/ IVUUV Prize Winning stock 
Thompson strain. $3 and $4. Yearling 
breeding hens, $2. Well Barred. Sam 
Stadel, Chelsea, Michigan.

J O H N ’ S B I G  B E A U T I F U L  B A R R E D  
Rocks are he« hatched and Sold on ap­

proval $3 to $10 each. 1 male and 4 fe­
males $12.00. Good layers. ’Circulars, 
Photos. John Northon, Clare, Michigan.

W e  h a v e  ’ s l i 'p p e d  th o u sa n d *  ClliV /lu ) day-old chicks of
each season

s tice 1904. different varieties, orders 
booked now for spring delivery, booklet, 
stamp appreciated. Freeport Hatchery, 
Box 10, Freeport, Mich.

CO N SIG N
your

(LIVE STOCK!
to

.Clay, Robinson & Co.
| Live Stock Commission
§=; C h ic a g o ,  111. S o u th  S t. P a u l,  M in n . î 
p  S o u th  O m a h a . N e b . D e n v e r ,  C o lo . I
p K a n s a s  C ity ,  M o . E a s t  B u f fa lo ,  N .y ! I 
p  F o r t  W o r t h ,  T e x a s .  E a s t  S t. L o u is ,  111. Î 
p S io u x  C ity , I o w a .  E l  P a s o ,  T e x a s .  1 

S o u th  S t. J o s e p h , M o.

Consign your live stock shipments to

Erwin, Smith &  Johnson
Live Stock Commissicn Salesmen

M. C. Stock Yards, Detroit, Mich.

I HAVE FOR SALE a-€arm of 86 acres, 
* located in one of the daest grain and po­
tato growing sections of Lapeer county, 
warm gravelly soil, good dwelling house, 
fine Barn, 32-44, with basement under 
entire barn ; hog-pen. sheep-shed, tool 
barn, 5 acres of apple orchard, pears, 
peaches and small fruit, 7 acres of wheat 
on ground, also 7 acres of rye, over 80 
acres of plow land- under high state of 
cultivation; a bargain at $4,000. Owner 
wishes to sell on account of poor health. 
For particulars write Box 82, Dryden, 
Mich.

ers sold up to $9.00 to $9.50. Medium 
to good kinds sold around $8.00 to $8.- 
75 and plain grades down to $7.00 and 
lower.

“ T  caff market was generally 
steady and sales were satisfactory in 
most cas.es. The heavy stuff found 
rather a slow market. Plain to av­
erage grades sold up to $15.00 or bet­
ter.

GRADE Detroit Chicago Buf falo
Heavy 240-290 15 80 16 40 16 30 16 85 16 65 16 85
Medium 200-240 15 80 16 40 16 25 16 85 16 50 16 75
Mixed 150-200 15 60 16 20 15 25 15 85 15 50 16 25
Packen 100 150 15 20 15 60 14 08 14 50 15 00 16 CO
p ;- , mo j . . . I t 00 15 *5 12 00 13 80 15 00 15 75

The hog run has been lighter on 
all markets .during the past week. A 
very light run was experienced at De­
troit and the market remained firm 
and active throughout. During the 
latter part of the week, at Chicago, 
small paekejs, shippers and yard trad­
ers bought hogs freely and the market 
was inclined to work up just a little 
Desirable offerings sold considerably 
higher toward the close of the week 
but the poorer, light kinds remained 
about stationary. The market was 
effected also by sharp demand from 
eastern markets and active trading 
reports from those points. The gen­
eral quality of arrivals for the week 
has been only fair.

Conditions appear favorable for the 
first of the new year and with a great 
deal of the wet corn going in to hogs 
the general quality should become 
steadily better. At times during the 
fall the offerings have run too much 
to poor, under weight stuff and this 
has had rather a bad effect on the gen­
eral condition of the market. The 
run at times has been away above nor­
mal, indicating that shippers were an­
xious to get the stock off their hands. 
Under such conditions it is more diffi­
cult to get top prices, the market be'ng 
discounted by buyers who note the ten­
dency. They are always quick to take 
advantage of any anxiety on the part 
of shippers to unload during a given 
time.
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GRADE Detroit Chicago Buffalo
Top Lambs 16.50 16.75 15 25-16.35 17 25-17.60
Yearlings 15.50-16.00 12.50-14.50 13.00-15.00
Wethers 9.00 10.50 12.50-12.90 12.00-13.(0
Ewe» 9.00-10.00 10.00-11.25 11.50 12.00

Sheep have been in good demand 
all during the past week and receipts 
only moderate. Well finished offer­
ings of top lambs continue to hold the 
call. Yearlings have been coming to 
all markets only in small lots. Ewes 
of good to prime class have found a 
ready outlet and the quality has been 
good on most of the offerings in this 
line.

Prime western ewes have sold at 
$11.75 or better. Most of the native 
ewes sold around $11.50, altho some 
sales were reported around $11.75. 
Inferior to fldain kinds sold around$9 
to $10.50. Culls went at $7.00 and 
lower.

Receipts generally were rtiueh less 
than last week and away short of 
those of a year ago for the like period. 
This has been accounted for in a wav 
by the lack of transportation facilities 
and a desire on the part of feeders to 
add the finishing touches so as to 
get the long price. This shows good 
judgment as the well finished article 
is bringing the fancy price now as it 
has not done before in a great while.

EFF E C T  OF GOVERNM ENT  
PRICES ON FEN C E W IR E

The Bond Steel Post Conmanv 
claims that as a result of the gov­
ernment’s fixing a price on steel its 
prices w!ll advance the first of the 
year. Do you think it would be better 
for me to buy my fence wire now or 
latgr?—Subscriber.

The Government price on plain wire 
has been reduced considerably from 
the prices of the independent mills. 
There was such irregularity in prices 
that it was almost impossible to state 
what, the market was prior to the fix­
ing of prices, but it is a fact that all 
independent manufacturers of wire

Cow  Comfort in  Zero Weather
Yon can hold your cows to foil milk flow daring • cold snap 
— if they a re housed in Natco Darns and fed from a Hateo Silo.
The dead air spaces in the hollow tile walls keep oat the cold 
yet prevent dampness and frost from gathering,

NatcofloDow THe
buildings nave painting—will not rot, crack or crumble. W in not harbor rats, 
mice or other vermin. The glared dust-tight walls make It easy to produce clean 
milk. Hateo Hollow Tile is widely used in fire-proofing “skyscrapers"— let the 
same material safeguard your stock and reduce your fire-risk.
Tear bn ThTing supply dealer will gladly show yon samples of Natco Hdkw TOe and quote priws. 
Alwt write us at once for new. ulustrated "Mateo on the Firm" book—1918 Edition. It’s tree I

ZSrSZZZFSZSZ  National Fire Proofing Company
tlon. 1108 Fulton Building Pittsburgh, Pa.

Begin the New Year right by patronizing a Co-operative Business 
Organization that is owned exclusively by Business Farmers.

WE HANDLE for the shippers account everything rai'-ed on the farm that 
can be sold on an outside market. BEANS (MACHINE RUN OR HAND-PICK­
ED). Send us a pound sample and we will name you price f.o.b your station.

WILL SUPPLY YOU A T WHOLESALE PRICES
Fertilizer—prices now ready, grass seed, spraying materials, paris green fence 
posts, Purina dairy, horse, hog, calf and chicken feed, bran, middlings, cotton 
seed meal, corn, paint, wagons and the Diamond and Summit auto tires.

O rd e r  F e r t i l iz e r  n o w  a s  th e  s u p p ly  Is l im ite d .
W is h in g  y o u  a  p r o s p e r o u s  N e w  Y e a r

CLEARING HOUSE ASSOCIATION
N. F. SIMPSON, General Manager

Telephone Cherry 2021 323-327 Russell St. DETROIT

| M ichigan Live Stock Insurance Co. (
Home Office: Graebner Bldg., Saginaw, W . S., Michigan 

Executive Office: 319 Widdicomb Bldg., Grand Rapids, Michigan
This Company is backed by more than 500 of the best live stock farmers of g 

= the state, and we have more than $100,000 deposited with the State Treasurer l: 
I  as a guarantee of the Company’s responsibility. g

We insure all live stock—horses, cattle, sheep and hogs against death from g 
= any cause. * . . H1 We issue individual and blanket policies covering any and all conditions— s
I herd policies, feeding policies, shipping policies, 30 day foaling policies, etc ' g  
1 We want a local agent to represent us in every community in Michigan.

We want every farmer in the State of Michigan to in ure hi-, live stock g 
1 with us.= We will give you a square deal.

Write for information. g

| Colon C. Lillie. Pres, and Supt. of Agts.
| Harmon J. Wells, Secty. and Gen. Mgr.
jitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHinHiiiiiiiiHiimiiHiiiiiiiiiHiiiiHiNiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiimiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiBiiHiiiiiiMiiHiiiBiiniiiiiiiHiiiHiiiimiiiiiiitiiiimiiHiiwiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiifflitimiiiiiiumiiiia

W A N T E D
Men for the Woods. Lumber Jacks 

Coal Miners 
Laborers for Coal Mine 

Free Railroad Fare. Steady Work.
KINCAID, 71 W. Fort St., Detroit.

products made considerable reduc­
tions in their products. The Bond 
Steel Post Company may have had a 
contract extending over a year at very 
low prices, which made their products 
on a proportionately low basis. The 
pew price which will become efiec- 
tive on their new purchases may ef­
fect their selling prices for this reas­
on. -J. Ij. Rcpluiilc. Director of Sled  
Su/i/tla. War I mlu.sh\es Board.

| E d it o r ' s N o t h : — In other words, 
the War Industries Board can’t an­
swer your question, and we know of 
no other authority to whom to turn.]

Sandel, Stacy, Beadle & Green
Live Stock Commission Merchants

Michigan Central Stock Yards, 
Detroit, Michigan, respectfully 
solicit your cons gnments. N o  

shipment too small to receive 
our best care and attention. 
None too large for our capacity.

A good Business Fanner with the an­
oint on “Business.” It performs its mis­
sion every week. The straight and for­
wardness of the principles for which, it 
has stood is to be commended to its ed­
itors.—M. L. R.. Alajmo.

Enclosed please find one dollar for 
subscription for one year to your paper, 
which I feel every farmer should take, 
as it fills a long felt want. Your kicks 
reach the tender spot on old Billy Greed. 
— P. McG., North Branch.

I think Michigan Business Farming is 
the best farm paper ‘ever published in 
the state of Michigan. I never saw a 
paper that came up to it. It is worth $2 
a year to any farmer.—J. S. It., Pigeon.

Consign your live -stock ship­
ments to

Bishop, Bullen 
& Holmes,
Detroit

the largest Live Stock Commis­
sion in Michigan.

Co-operative Buying FaS urcSl!! 
Saves M oney. carlot quo‘ationi
GRAIN GROWERS GRAIN CO. Minneapolis, Minn

WM
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end of the country to the other; who have turned ant and her hopes as inspiring as those of her 
their plants over to the government without pro- 
test to be operated at cost-||
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The New Year

THE NEW YEAR conies. The old year has 
been a year of terrible calamity and tragedy; 
we are glad to see it pass away into the dark 

recesses of oblivion; but we do not turn the pages 
of the new year with our customary eagerness, for 
we know that the chapter we have just completed 
is but the introduction to darker pages just be­
yond. We enter the new year with dark misgiv­
ings. We sense 1he awful tragedies that lie be­
fore us; we visualize the fields of France where 
our youth will fight and fall; we clinch our hands 
and set our jaws as our minds flounder in utter 
helplessness to conceive of a way to bring sanity 
and satiety to the war-mad nations.

But a deeper sense, a renewed conviction that 
our cause is just and that God will make the right 
triumphant strangely * soothes our resentment, 
revives waning hopes and steadies us for the 
trials that lie ahead.

We have been a complacent people all thru the 
war. Even the entrance of our own country into 
the awful conflict has failed to move the mass of our 
people to a full realization of the solemn respons­
ibilities this country has taken up. Minds have 
been pretty much divided over the wisdom or need 
of our entering the war; there have been demands 
for a clearer definition of the objectives; there 
have been countless minor criticisms. Division of 
opinions and efforts, not only in the civilian ranks, 
but even in the administrative departments has 
sadly interfered with the preparations for war. 
But these things could not have been avoided. It 
is not easy for a “great, peaceful people” like ours 
to accept our government’s decision to take part 
in the war, without a mental and moral struggle. 
But the regrets and differences of the past should 
be buried with the past, and every loyal man, 
woman and child resolve now to make an effort 
to harmonize their own opinions with what our 
President and Congress have deemed best for the 
welfare of the nation.

This can be done, by a i onstant re-affirmation 
of our faith in the ultimate outcome. Individual 
opinions count for nothing today; the nation will 
see the war thru to the end whether you would 
have it or not. And there’s no better way for 
those who remain at home to help bring this con­
flict to its earliest possible close than by harmon­
izing their own opinions with the conclusions as 
set forth in the President’s several messages. 
Therefore, let us resolve, as we enter upon the 
new year to be a. little less critical, to seek a deep­
er realization of the priceless principles that are 
at stake, and to lend our every reasonable effort 
to advance the great, tho tragic, work our govern­
ment ha« undertaken.

Where is Their Patriotism Now?

MANUFACTURERS the country over are up 
in arms against the U. S. fuel administra­
tion which has been threatening to close up 

1 their plants for a limited time to conserve coal, 
f  At a mass meeting recently held in Detroit to pro- 
| test against any such action, industrial heads de- 
I nounced W. K. Prudden, fuel administrator for 
| Michigan, charging him with inexperience and in- 
| competency. They refused to close up their plants 
I  a single day in order that coal might be diverted 
| into empty bins and actual suffering prevented.
I  Does our memory play us false? Are these the 
| same gentlemen whose "patriotic”  co-operation 
| with the government has been extolled from one
ûuutuuiiiiiuuiuHuiiuiiumiiuuutmiiiiiiiiuiuiuimiiiiiiiiuiiimiimiiiMiiiiii

-plus ten per cent? 
Are these the same gentlemen who have been crit­
icizing the farmer for his apparent lack of sympa­
thy with the Liberty loan and Red Cross cam­
paigns; who have called him unpatriotic because 
he objected to a price being set upon his products, 
to the „drafting of his help, to the arbitrary grad­
ing of his potatoes? Yea, verily, the very same.

Where is their boasted patriotism now? Has 
self-interest—the fear of losing their “ten per 
cent” profits for a single week that the demands of 
public needs may be satisfied—already given the 
lie to their boasted obedience to governmental 
wishes? So says the evidence.

It’s easy for the City folks to be tolerant and 
patriotic as long as their own rights are rigidly 
respected, but what a howl they put up when even 
public necessity compels them to sacrifice. It 
always seeips to make a difference whose foot the 
shoe pinches.

Better Keep Away From Washington

W ASHINGTON has become the war-time mec- 
ca for people from all parts of the Unitèd 
States. Every train coming into the city 

is crowded; there is no chance to secure accom­
modations, unless reservations, have been made 
far in advance, and once in the Capitol eity it is 
mighty hard to get out. Sleeping car reserva­
tions are made weeks ahead, and thé arrival and 
departure of trains is mighty uncertain. If only 
those who have business at the National Capitol 
would congregate there it would be different, but 
it seems that every man above draft age, who has 
the cash and the time, just naturally drifts toward 
Washington to find out “how the war is coming 
on.”  It is estimated that more than fifty thou- 
and strangers are within the gates of the city; 
a portion of this number, to be sure, includes the 
extra clerks and other government employees 
needed because of extra war work, but a great 
majority is made up of the idle rich, who l ’ke 
the plug-hat brigade of the sixties, want to know 
how things are “ cornin’ on,” and to give their own 
ideas of how the war situation should be handled.

As might be inferred, the several departments 
are crowded with work, and the officials have 
ne’ther time nor inclination to go very deep into 
the non-essentials. Let it be understood that 
every citizen of the United States will get a 
respectful hearing no matter what department 
he may visit, but all else but war preparations 
must naturally he considered as “little things” 
when compared with the one great issue. And 
too, Washington is not a place where you can 
dispel your gloom. The fellows who know, are 
confident of the final result—but the cost in dol­
lars and lives to achieve that result, cannot be 
figured, and the prospects are not encouraging. 
It’s going to be a hard fight and a long fight, and 
the Government is going at the work with com­
mendable determination, and making good prog­
ress. Ten thousand grave questions confront the 
administration. Senators and • congressmen are 
giving their best thought and energy to the sit­
uation, and the people at home must bear with 
patience many annoying things, which later, in 
the natural course of events will be corrected. 
In the meantime, the suggestion: “Keep Away 
From Washington,” should be heeded.

Q
Questionnaire.

UES. Why are obnoxious restrictions placed 
upon the farmers without their knowledge 
and consent? Ans. Because the farmers 

are not properly represented at the conferences 
which decide such matters. .

Ques. Why are not the farmers so represented? 
Ans. Because they are not organized and in a po­
sition to present a statement of consolidated opin­
ion.

Ques. Why ipe not the farmers organized? Ans. 
Because they have never fully realized the ad­
vantage of co-operation and united action.

Ques. When will the farmers be ready for or­
ganization? Ans. Ask the potato grower who has 
just renewed his note at the bank after he had 
run his last load of potatoes over a government 
screen. -

The editors wish that evefy woman reader 
would turn to the fexm home department in this 
issue and read carefully the letter which Mrs. 
Anne Campbell Stark recently received from a Kal­
amazoo county subscriber. And then we wish that 
every one of you would hustle thru the dishes 
some evening this week and devote a single hour 
to writing Mrs. Stark a good, long heart-to-heart 
letter on any subject you may choose. We hear a 
great deal about the drab existence of the farm 
woman, but we know that her thots are as great, 
her trials as burdensome, her happiness as abund-

city cousins. Mrs. Stark wants to hear from all j 
you folks; take her into your confidence; tell her j 
of your experiences and your problems. We are j 
very sure that she can be of great help to you. Oh, \ 
yes, send her pictures of the children and their \ 
pets; she’ll print them in the paper and write a 
clever little poem about them. Now don’t delay,— I 
nor forget.

So many of our good friends have written us | 
that they were going to get one or more new sub- | 
scribers to M. B. F. on or before Monday, De- 1 
cember 31st, that we-have good reasons for be- 1 
lieving that oiir Booster Day is going to be a big | 
success. We wish we could make it the BIGGEST | 
Booster Day on record, #and we CAN if every I 
reader who wants to help in the common cause 1 
will only boost for two or three new subscriptions. • J 
Wouldn’t we be proud if even one-fourth of our § 
loyal army of readers would enlist in the ten | 
thousand circulation drive; and help take M ic h - J 
iGa n . B u sin ess  F arm ing  safely “over the top.”  § 
How we wish that we could come out to the | 
farm today and sit and talk with you about the j  
problems that confront every farmer in Michigan I 
today; how we wish we could have the chance of | 
showing you what it will mean to YOU arid to 1 
every man who farms in Michigan, when ONE- | 
HALF of the farmers of tjiis great state have j  
joined hands wjth this publication and become pre- § 
pared to act in ynison in the settling of those | 
problems! For remember, dear friends, the farm- § 
ers’ problems will NEVER be solved until you I  
are willing and equipped to think and act togeth- 1 
er. M ich ig an  Busin ess  F arming  is your cham- j§ 
p!on and your spokesman. Its influence for good I  
has already been felt, and every new subscription I  
that is received adds another round of ammuni- | 
tion for the fight we are making. Do your “bit”  | 
on Booster Day and we know you'll never regret it. I

The newspaper that would sully its pages with f  
horrible and lying stories of how soldiers have 1 
been crucified and their throats cut by Germans, § 
isn’t fit to enter a home where there are children H 
or men and women who have any regard at all | 
for truth, and righteousness. The only purpose | 
of such yellow journalism is to arouse the hate j  
of the American people, and is wholly contrary to- I 
the policies of the government. Every story of H 
alleged barbarity on the part of the eneipy should | 
be scrutinized by thd government and'its truth § 
verified before being given over to the public, | 
and any hireling and unprincipled newspaper 1 
that failed to observe the censorship should be | 
barred > from the mails.. If irresponsible news I 
gatherers are permitted 'to spread at will the | 
loathsome and malicious inventions of morbid I- 
minds, fanning the smouldering embers of a peo- I 
pie s long pent-up passion into a hot, vicious flame H 
of vengeance, we may well expect the’ other gates I 
of hell to be opened up, and vomit the consuming H 
poison of hate and murder over all the earth.

W. Milton Kelley, the well-known agricultural 
writer contributes a timely article on marketing 
problems in this issue of M i c h i g a n  B u s i n e s s  
F a r m i n g . Every farmer should read it. In view 
of the fact that farmers in this state are receiving 
$7 for beans and 75 cents for potatoes that are re­
tailing at $10 and from $1.50 to $2.50 respectively 
in the cities, we must take exception to Mr. Kel­
ley’s inference that those engaged in the distribu­
tion of farm products make only necessary and 
nominal charges for the service they render. But 
there are so many illuminating facts and sound 
conclusions in Mr. Kelley’s article that we are 
glad to present it to our readers.

They all come to it. Even Theodore Roosevelt 
who has been suspected of being an anti-prohibi- 
tionist for many years, now climbs into the dry 
band wagon. He is reputed as saying that the 
physical, moral and financial resources of the na­
tion cannot be best conserved if the sale and use 
of alcoholic drinks are continued. Why do we 
have to go to war to prove the demoralizing effect 
of booze on individual and nation?

Will someone please tell us if the patriotic 
manufacturers who are working for the govern­
ment on a cost plus ten per cent basis, figure in 
their war taxes as part of the costs. And if so, 
l.ow many of our farmers do likewise when they 
determine the cost of production and the selling 
price of. their article?

There is no gainsaying the statement that the 
present unfair and obnoxious potato grading 
rules would never have been passed had those 
most vitally concerned been given a voice in the 
matter.

ÜM
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M I C H I G A N

EDITORIALS BY OUR READERS

l l i

| " Eaton County Beans go About 8 bu .to Acre. 
.§-■ Enclosed please find $1.00 to apply on subscrip- 

- |  tion to M i c h i g a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m i n g . I think it 
g is one of the best papers tht comes into ou'r home. 
H I am out ot the potato district so far as raising 
| them to sell is concerned, but I think what is 
g  for one farmer’s interest is good for us as a whole, 
| so my heart is with the potato growers and I am 
| enclosing coupon with m y  opinion given on same, 
g and I will do all within my power to see the 
I  potato riser properly used. We try to raise a lot 
s  of beans in this section; the crop this year will 
I  average about 7 bushels to the acre with about 
| 75 per cent heavy pickers and no man can raise 
| them at present price of $11.00 per hundred and 
= have anything left.- In my opinion there is some- 
I  thing decidedly wrong in the price of beans at 
| the present time. The most of us paid $9.50 to 

- s  , $10.00 per bushel for our seed and supposed we 
g would be taken care of and get a good price for 
g .  them when our crop was ready for market, but it 
| seems to be up to the bean jobber to make the 
| price just the same as it has always been. We 
g have a live stock association at Vermoatville and 
| do a fine business; shipped 57,000 lbs of cattle, 
| hogs and sheep last Saturday. Price of feed 

■ I  seems to bA rather high at terminals find am send- 
j  Ing you clippihg taken from the Buffalo Stock 
1;: Record so you can see for yourself what eommis- 
| sion they charge. I think it is high enough at 
I  the least, and the factsyin the case are I think 

they are too high. Wishing you and M. B. F. all 
| kinds of success, I am,—S. A. A., Vermontville.

I  Buyer Says No. 2 Grade Should Bring as 
Much as No- 1 Grade

I  This potato grading proposition is a hard one 
!~  for me to get at as there is so much to take into 
•I consideration. If farmers s select seed from the 
g main crop the second grade would make good seed 
| by sorting out the long ones and the affected ones, 
g I never saw any of the third grade. I think there 
| must be some good seed in that-grade, too. I ‘ 
| went into a warehouse at my loading station and 
| the buyer showed me some No. 2 potatoes. They 
| were very nice and should have brought the No. 1 
| price, but he said they only brought half price.
| The buyer told me himself that he thought the 
I dealers would be glad to 
| get rid of the sorter, as it 
| takes too long to sort the 
| potatoes.
I If the screen is left as it ] 

is it will favor the man j 
| with a good crop and be a i 

detriment to the man with | 
a poor crop. The man with 1 

i a poor crop will have to 1 
sell his No. 2 for what he |

| can get, while the man |
I with the good crop will | 

have but a few. If the No. | 
j 2 grade are all as pice as |
| those I saw I think the No. j  

2 screen should be elimin- j  
ted entirely. The buyer j  
told me the potatoes would j  
have to wait so long before j  
being unloaded that there | 
was great danger of their | 
being frozen,- and you see | 
it favors the dealer at the § 
expense of the producer. I j  
want to say here that the | 
buyer said the No. 2 po- § 
tatoes were just as good 1 
and ought to bring as high | 
a price as the No. 1 grade. |

I would favor the elim- j 
ination of the No. 2 grade | 
entirely. If this can not ff 
be done, I would favor a I  
No. 1 price for No. 2 grade. j  
—B. E., Cedar Springs.

Series of “ Defeats”  for |
the Farmer. |

i deem it my duty, as f
well as a privilege, to try 1
and explain to you and I  
whoever it may concern, I  
what the farmers of this | 
section of the state are up I  
against., I do not take it I  
upon myself, however, to § 
act as spokesman for all, »  
as I have not been request- 1 
ed to do so, but I feel 1 
that it is absolutely essen- 1 
tial that the Government I 
know the immediate and i

B U S I N E S S  F A R M  I

positive heed of the farmers in this section, and 
according to reports, the whole state.

To begin with we have had three very bad sea­
sons. Three years ago, 1915, there was a consid- 

« erable acreage of beans, and with almost contin­
uous rains beginning bout the first of June, the 
bean crop was a flat failure. Anthrocnose rust also 
added to the failure, and beans sold that fall for 
$4.25 a& the highest mark.

The farmers, like the great armies of Europe, 
reorganized, after their “defeat”  and prepared for 
a great drive” tpe next spring, 1916. They sought 
to increase their acreage of beans to such an ex­
tent as to remunerate themselves for their vain 
efforts of the year before, but lo and behold, the 
drouth came, hence another defeat.

About this time the farmers began to lay back 
into the harness of uncertainty. They began to 
thing that if the year of 1917 did not prove more 
successful than the two previous years, the slo­
gan “back to the farm” would be reverted, as he 
would “turn his back td the-farm.” Now, for the 
spring of 1917. The declaration of war on Ger­
many, and the flood of requests from all govern­
ment and state officials that every farmer should 
plant every available foot of soil to such crops as 
the soil was best adapted to, and which would in­
crease the. foocL production of the country to the 
greatest possible extent.

The farmer saw “the light,” and encouraged by 
all that he wouid be fully rewarded for his untir­
ing efforts. But he was without seed—beans, po­
tatoes, corn and oats. He must buy hay and grain 
to do lrs spring work and get the “war crop” in. 
Mr. Farmer paid the elevators $10.00 per bushel 
for beans for seed, and in some cases more; $1.75 
per bushel for corn to feed; 82 cents per bushel 
for oats to feed and $25.00 per ton for hay, and 
he also paid from $3.50 to $4.00 per bushel for po­
tatoes at the commission houses. These were the 
conditions the farmer had to face last spring. He 
paid the price plus 6 per cent interest on good ap­
proved notes, or go without.

The farmers started to retrieve their ‘depleted 
line” and face the “enemy” again, putting every 
possible bit of energy and snap in their efforts. 
They followed the bean drill across the field, mock­
ing the. enemy’s “goose-step” to perfection.. The 
crop looked fair until the early frost changed 
their appearance, so with uplifted eyes and 
broken spirits they beg for mercy.

They have come to -one conclusion, and one

N G
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Only, that they must get $9 or $10 per bushel for 
beans on the perfectly dry system, wnich would 
not be any better than $8 per bushel last spring 

- (beans were selling in some instances at $13.00 
per bushel last spring for seed.) . Beans are so 
easily affected by unfavorable weather conditions 
that it is a very uncertain crop. So the farmer 
says that whoever wants beans will have to show 
him that they appreciate his three years of fruit­
less labors, by paying him $9 or $10 per bushel for 
the 1917 crop which averaged about 7 bushels per 
acre for the whole state, and a guarantee of a 
like profit for 1918 in order that he might make a 
living and pay expenses, otherwise he will have 
to grow sugar beets and chicory another year.

You will please find enclosed $1.00 for a year’s 
M. B. F. It is too bad that every farmer in Mich­
igan does not join the M. B. F. “ lodge,”  and be 
united in fact and also in principle. Yet the farm­
ers of Michigan know, through your paper, the po­
sition we should take as per above.—A. B.. Auburn»

Doesn’t See How Farmers Can Sell Beans j 
for Less That $8.

As to the bean crop in Newaygo and Osceola j 
counties, I live on the county line, and thus am in | 
a position to know something about the bean crop | 
in both counties. There were hundreds of acres J 
of beans that were not harvested at all especially J 
those on heavy land and planted late on. account i 
of the late wet spring. Many of the beans are | 
shriveled and the largest crop I know of was 8 1 
bushels per acre, but the majority yield was from | 
one bushel to six bushels to the acre, and they will | 
pick heavy. A good many of the farmers failed | 
to get their seed back and a good many are yet in | 
debt for the seed. I can’t see how we farmers can | 
sell for less than $8.00 per bushel, for it will be | 
very little we will receive from our labor and use 
of land along with the high priced seed. If you 1 
could get the threshers’ reports at Lansing you | 
could see where we are at on the bean deal, as | 
all threshers took down the number of acres plant- I 
ed and the number of bushels threshed and sent 1 
these reports to Lansing. ¡j

As I said before, the farmers will have to have f 
$8 per bushel for their beans (his year or come 3 
out losers in their efforls to grow a bean crop 3 
to help feed the nation and tht' nation’s allies.— I 
W. E. C., Fremont.
(Readers' Editorials continued on following page) |
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Bad Enough to be Blindfolded and Robbed; 
But to be Chained Hand and Foot —

I am a new subscriber and glad of it. I shake 
hands with you on your attitude toward the farm- 

> raise potatoes for a cash crop and voice my 
resentment with my farmer ne'ghbors at the way 
we are being treated to potato hash. During the 
past three seasons I have stored my potatoes in 
common with my local dealer. This year my po­
tatoes were a large run. I put in storage 499.30 
at Karlin. The land around Karlin is light and 
}oW> so the potatoes were of small run, from one- 
tbird to two thirds going through the new screen. 
Where I live it is high and heavy soil, potatoes 
were of a large run. Now they’ ire  putting these 
over the sorter and purpose to proportion the sec­
onds out accord ng to the number of bushels each 
one has in common. It isn’t neccessary to say 
that the man with the large run of potatoes loses 
and the man whose potatoes grade one-third to 
two-thirds gains.

My question is, is there a cause for legal action, 
there being no contract. If so state the case fully 
in a near issue of M. B. F.

I am only one o f many tho. sands in the same 
boat in the state. To be blindfolded and robbed 
is bad enough but to be chained hand and foot with 
your eyes on the doer gets my goat. My potato 
crop will be cut 5b per cent next year.—R. L. b ., 
Nessen City.

Beans Yield 2 to 12 Bus. in St. Clair County
In regard to the bean situation in Water town­

ship, St. Clair county, I would say there are farm­
ers here who planted from $75 to $200 worth of 
seed beans, who were pleased to have the ground 
dry up so they could plow the weeds down to put 
in fall wheat where their beans were planted. I 
count myself lucky. I planted 17 acres and har­
vested 14 acres. I have not threshed yet. Some 
high ground beans are turning out from 2 'o  12 
bushels per acre. I think I would be safe in say­
ing that two-thirds of the crop was not harvested 
at all. We have a rich clay loam nere that has 
raised some premium crops of beans In dry seas­
ons. I am very much pleased with your paper.__
C. C., Goodells.

Waid and Miller to jump on the Michigan farmer 
alone for a No. 1 and No. 2 grade of potatoes, as 
I have never read a protest from the consuming 
public yet. Last spring the papers were full of 
requests urging the farmers to bend every effort 
and put in every acre of potatoes available. Some 
cities went so far'as to ship in carloads of seed 
to plant their lots with. The Food Administrator 
even went so far as to ask the farmers to pay 
$50 to $60 a month and board for help, but thank 
God there were not many in our territory who did 
it; if we had we would have had to join the din­
ner pail brigade or get a job at the agricultural 
college and be an expfert on eggs or some other 
staple article, anything that would draw a fat sal­
ary for the farmers to pay taxes for. But of 
course, he could pay it out of his No. 2 potatoes.

It looks to me as though, they were after the 
farmer because he is not fn a union, like other 
labor. But if wfe don’t get some sort of a paid 
deal I am of the opinion that there will not be 
an over production ip 1918; here’s hoping. I have 
noticed in my papers all winter of the food propo­
sition and what the administration has done to 
relieve the situation. They simply waited for coal 
and for the railroads to take their time. Maybe 
they will take over the mines, but it takes miners 
to mine coal, but they will be a worse proposition 
than the farmers with his No. 1 and No. 2 pota­
toes.

Why don’t the potato growers gbt the same con­
sideration as the bean and sugar beet growers? 
They have had a hard battle, but they beat the 
Kaiser for they have not had an expert to tell 
them as we have’ on potatoes. Why don’t the gov­
ernment fix the price on potatoes the same as it 
did on wheat, through the period of the war. I 
should think our Food Administrator would be 
vested with the same power to fix the minimum 
prices as he would to curb the price when it 
went out of sight. There is one thing that is cer­
tainly hurting the farmers, by storing their pota­
toes ill warehouses before sold. It has been pub­
lished in most all papers that the consumers would 
get their produce at cost, with a reasonable profit 
after ft left the farmer’s hands. Now potatoes are 
bringing about 60c to 75c to the farmer and I see 
in my Saginaw paper they are selling to the con­
sumer for $1.50 to $1.60 per bu. Where is our Food ' 
Administrator who lets them pay that little profit 
for potatoes and Saginaw is less than 135 miles 

.from here. But we should worry and get up early 
next summer and put in twice what we did in 1917

so they could grade them over a 2 1-2 inch screen. 
The farmers won’t care for they are patriotic 
cusses. Some paid as high as $4 a bu. for seed last 
spring and paid as high as $3.50 and $5.00 for dig­
ging, and now they are reaping their reward. But 
never mind, they tell us we are going to get cheap 
corn next January.—F. B. N., Gaylord.

Here’ s a Man “ From Missouri”
I saw an item in the M ich igan  Bu sin ess  F arm ­

ing  stating that Augustus Harmon raised 700 bu. 
of beans from 8 acres, and he sold the yield at $9 
per bushel. Now, we are all heie for the purpose 
of helping one another and if this Worthy gen­
tleman would come forward and tell us how he 
raised them we would all rise and thank him. I 
live in Saginaw county, where the land is good, 
and many farmers have tile drainage and do not 
raise more than CO bu. to the acre. I would like 
to have Mr. Harmon tell how he sowed them to 
get such a big yield.—Si G. B., Chcsaning.

Co-operation is Farmers’ Only Weapon 
Co-operation, both in selling and buying, is the 

farmers’ only means of meeting and successfully 
coping with the greed of middlemen and the 
strictly enforced “trade agreements” of manufac­
turers and jobbers. These agreements make it 
difficult -*and in many instances almost impossible 
for farmers or farmers co-operative associations 
to buy in carload lots, for spot cash such items 
as, coal, lumber, flour, fence posts, spraying mater­
ial, fertilize*1, etc., etc. What we farmers need, 
and what we can also get, if only the farmers or­
ganizations of the country would go after it, is a 
Federal Law prohibiting the manufacture, pro­
ducer or jobber of any commodity discriminating 
against any would-be-purchaser, who buys in car 
lots, for cash. Provide a heavy . penalty for any 
such discriminations, either in price, quality or 
the filling of the order.

It seems to me that now, considering the present 
mood of the Government, is a most opportune 
time to push this demand.

It is susceptable of proof that dealers here have 
been selling coal for a price 40 per cent to 60 per 
cent in excess of mine cost plus freight. C. P .. 
Bridgman.

A Word From a 60-acre Bean Farmer 
I am told that you are endeavoring to place the 

real bean and potato situation before the Food 
-Administration and that you are represent’ng the 
side of the farmer.

mmmnfi 
en. f

|

Dealer Sells Spuds to Govern- 
Ment at Double Price Paid 

the Farmer
Farm life is the thing. We farm­

ers are selling our potatoes at $1.25 
to $1.35 a hundred and one buyer 
says he sold a oar for $2.50 a hun­
dred to the government. Now I 
would like to know why the farmer 
can’t sell potatoes to the govern­
ment for that price, and who is 
making the most money, the farmer 
or the man that buys from the 
farmer. I planted 7 acres of pota­
toes last spring. Some seed I 
could have gotten three dollars a 
bushel for, and the rest two dol­
lars. At that price my see l would 
have been worth $125. I cultivated 
them 7 times and double disced the 
ground twice and harrowed the 
ground twice before planting, and 
twice a^er planting. I spread man­
ure be^re plowing, paid 55c per lb. 
for paris green and used 30 lbs; 
paid $2 a day and board for man to 
help paris green them which took 
three days three times. I paid from 
$4 to $5 a day to get them dug and 
received 675 bu. Now if I have to 
run them over 1 15-16 in. screen. I 
will have about 500 bu. of No. 1 po­
tatoes. Now. maybe potatoes ought 
to be graded, but 1 15-16 in screen 
is too larg“ • ft it was 1 5-8 inch I 
am sure nobrodv would kick, and 
then do away with this No. 2 grade.

Thanking you for your good pa­
per and advice.—.4. C.. Wyman.

Why Not Fix Prices on Potatoes 
as Well as Wheat

I received a sample copy of your 
M. B. F. and the Potato grading 
scheme, as you may call it by its 
right name caught my eye, and I 
read both sides thru. Now, to be­
gin with we should can those sal­
aried grafters that are alwjays after 
the pqor trodden farmer. To begin 
with, what vested power has this

A8LEEP ON THE JOB
This Is the way the Grain Growers’ Guide of Canada »iie# up the booze queotion. 

Since the above cartoon was drawn, however, Premier Borden hat* announced that 
the importation and manufacture of all alcoholic driiike containing more than 2 ^  per 
cent of alcohol will be prohibited.

I raised sixty acres of beans this | 
year. I bought the best seed ob- 1 
tainable and re-hand-picked all | 
of it. The cut worms were very fj 
bad in this region and I had to re- | 
plant a considerable amount The | 
beans were given the best of care | 
up till the first of August when we g 
stopped afl cultivation as is rec- | 
ommended. It was necessary to g 
pay $3 per day for very mediocre | 
help at time of harvest. T was more | 
fortunate than the average in yield | 
which was 400 bushels. The man g 
who threshed my beans said that I 
up till then his average threshirg | 
was about 4 to 5 bushels to the § 
acre and a good many farmers f 
would not harvest at all. This 
man sent in his yield data to the 
State Department of Foods and 
Markets and the very most impor­
tant detail in his report was not 
g'ven, namely, the beans. My beans 
are so soft and green that no buyer 
would touch them at present. We 
have prevented a general moulds 
condition by spreading them out 4 
to 5 inches thick on all the floor g 
space we have and shoveling them | 
over nearly every day. This has | 
meant an additional expense in the 
cost of production that a good many 
lose sight of.

A great many of the beans in 
this vicinity will “pick” from a 
third to two-thirds on account of 
mouldiness and immaturity. In 
other words the reported yields of | 
the threshers will shrink in many | 
cases a hundred per cent.

It appears to me that if the gov- |
ernment is to fix a fair price for j
food stuffs, it should base its fig- |
ures of yield on quality as well as |* =quantity.

Our yield up here will not be | 
the yield reported by the thresh- | 
ing men.—A. J., Jr.,-Beulah.
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Live Stock on the Farm
■ W n m i R Y i N GV  POULTRY, SHEEP  
J  . SH //N E

START A LIVE COW
TESTING ASSOCIATION

BEEF PRODUCTION 
BREEDING PROBLEMS

The first cow testing association 
was organized in Michigan several 
years ago. Since that time the idea 
has spread till there are organiza-' 
tions of this kind in nearly every 
state in the union, {t is impossible 
to estimate the great amount of money 
they have saved dairymen but it is 
one of the best things in the business.

There are. a great many counties in 
Michigan as well as all through the 
United States Where a cow testing 
association would pay big dividends. 
This Work costs each farmer but a 
very little cash outlay and the know­
ledge it brings him pays for all he 
spends in a short time. In our herds 
there are a few cows at least that do 
not pay a profit. And if you have a 
herd of twelve cows or more,; one or 

, two “boarders” lowers the record of 
the rest without some work of this 
kind. A live cow testing association 
is the best and quickest way of breed­
ing up and increasing the number of 
high producing cows in any communi­
ty that is at the command of every 
dairyman.

Peed, labor, land and cows are go­
ing up in price'right along. There 
never was a time in the history of A- 
merican dairying when business meth­
ods and extreme care in selling, breed­
ing and feeding was as necessary as 
they are right now. It is next to 
impossible to make a profit with cows 
by the old methods of guess work that 
We used to practice. We have got 
to know that livery pound of feed we 
put into the feed box will come back 
to use with a little profit in the shape 
of milk or butter. The only way of 
knowing this is by weighing the feed 
consumed and belonging to a live test­
ing association.

This is a work that the rural schools 
could take up with excellent results. 
Agriculture is taught in a great many 
country schools and work of this kind 
is worth much more than simply a 
study of agricultural subjects from 
book alone. Teachers can serve their 
community by starting work of this 
kind that will be worth while. It 
needs a little leadership and work to 
make the work a success.

Farmers in a neighborhood who keep 
cows can  ̂get together to the mutual 

of all in this. You don’t need 
to keep fancy, high bred dairy cattle 
in order to make a profit from a test­
ing association. In fact a live asso- 
ciat;on will benefit the man with only 
ordinary cows more than it possibly 
could help the man with cows of high 
breeding, because the latter usually 
make a good profit. This is not the 
case with common or grade cows.

The time to start this work is now.

'There is a great demand for all kinds 
of dairy products at good prices. Be 
sure that you are getting a profit for 
the feed you use and the money in­
vested and labor expehded. The only 
way to be sure is to know that your 
cows are all producers. This is the 
first and most important step toward 
profitable dairying. After you pro­
duce dairy products at a profit the 
question of selling them at a profit is 
another matter.

Veterinary Department
U . H . C O N N . D . V . ,  E d ito r

We had a calf about eight wedks 
old that suddenly developed a swelling 
on each side of the throat under the 
ear and back of the jaw bone. It could 
hardly eat or drink and it breathed 
quite hard, but it. slowly recovered 
and is almost well now. What was 
this and what should we have done 
for it?— 8. T., Traverse City.

The condition you speak of-here  
was parotisis or mumps. An animal 
so affected should be placed in a well 
ventilated and comfortable box stall 
and have water placed where it could 
reach it at all times. Should be fed 
only on thin slops and no fodder or 
hay should be given. The swelling 
should be painted three ‘times daily 
with tincture of iodine for the first 
two or three days and after that once 
daily. As soon as a soft spot is found 
it is evident that there is an ab­
scess within the cavity and it should 
be opened preferably by a veterinar­
ian.

• ♦ •
We have a horse that needs a tonic. 

He is run down and out of condition. 
We have had his teeth dressed. What 
would you advise?—J. Me.. Alpena.

There is positively no bettter tonic 
for a horse than Fowler’s solution of 
arsenic of Which one tablespoonful may 
be given in the feed three times each 
day. Try it.

* * *

We have a cow that is giving bloody 
milk. She is a very heavy milker and 
we are feeding her quite hard at this 
time. What is the cause of this and 
what must be done for it?—Wm. A., 
Sherman.

This condition is no doubt brought 
about by the feeding of large amounts 
of rich nutritious feed and is caused 
by the rupture of the small vessels in 
the udder. If there is much blood pres­
ent it would be well to use a milk tube 
for a few days to draw the milk from 
the udder, as you will want to manip­
ulate the udder as little as possible 
The milk tube should be boiled each 
time before using and the teat should 
be washed with a mild, antiseptic so­
lution before the tube is inserted. 
Change the feed for a few days and 
do not feed so much.

SOPHIE 19th, WORLD’S
MOST WONDERFUL COW

Having just completed her seventh 
official record under Register of Merit 
rules, Sophie 19th of Hood Farm not 
only establishes a record for the Jer­
sey breed, but for all breeds when cum­
ulative production is taken into con­
sideration. There is no cow of any 
breed, living at the present time, which 
bids fair to eclipse Sophie’s record for 
several years to come. It will be not­
ed that Sophie's seven years’ produc­
tion exemplifies the outstanding char­
acteristics of the Jersey breed—early 
maturity, persistency and longevity.

In her thirteenth year she has made 
15,948 pounds of milk and 1,059 pounds 
of butter, which added to her s’x pre­
vious records, gives her a total pro­
duction.in her seven lactations of 91,- 
869 pounds of milk, or over forty- tons, 
and 6,600 pounds of butter, or more 
than three and a quarter tons. She be­
came champion cow of the Jersey 
breed on completing her fifth lactation, 
when she made 17,557 pounds of milk 
and 999.1 pounds of fat. This record 
has never yet been equalled by any 
other cow of the breed. ,

One of the things that her records 
fail to show is the fact that Sophie is 
not only a wonderful producer, but a

<nt remarkable reproducer. Besides 
being a champ on herself, she has pro­
duced champions. One of her sons, 
Pogis 99th of Hood farm, is the sire 
of twenty-six officially tested daughters 
whose average production for one year 
is 620 pounds of butter. Two of these 
cows are champions in the three-year- 
old and four-year-old classes. At this 
age they have even surpassed the 
production of their grandflam, Sophie 
19th. The first of these, Sophie’s Ad- 
ora, who is four-year-old champion of 
the breed, made 15,852 pounds of milk 
and 1,110 pounds of butter in one year. 
The second is Sophie’s Bertha, three- 
year-old champion, with a record of 
14,954 pounds of milk and 1,036 pounds 
of butter. Another granddaughter, So­
phie’s Dolly Mimple. recently complet­
ed a record of 10,813 pounds of milk 
and 860 pounds of butter, which made 
her champion two-year-old Jersey cow 
of Ohio.

Had Sophie made but her one great 
record of 999 pounds of fat, it would 
probably have been said that she was 
forced to her limit in doing so, and 
that her future as a dairy cow had 
been sacrificed to gain this end. The 
records which she has made since that 
time has, however, set aside all these 
conclusions. The following table gives
Sophie’s great records in the order
made:

Milk Pat 80% Butter Age
lbs. lbs. lbs. yrs. mos.7050.2 395.9 494.8 2 29924.8 570.8 713.5 3 814373.2 854.8 1068.5 4 11

15099.4 931.9 1164.8 6 717557.8 999.1 1 24 8.8 7 1 111915.4 680.5 8 5 0 6 9 715948.2 847.8 1 059.8 1 1 9
91869.0 5280.8 6000.8

Sophie 19th, "The World’s Most Wonderful Cow«**

Sophie 19th is still in good physical 
condition and she may yet contribute 
other records to supplement the great 
work that she has already done as 
standard bearer of the Jersey breed.

During the past two years Sophie 
has traveled to the National Dairy 
Shows, where she has held the atten­
tion of crowds of admirers who were 
anxious to see “The World’s Greatest 
Cow.”
wiii::. 'Ciur: ciiiiriiiniiiiniffliiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiininiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiHiiiiiiiiiinniiiiBi

— M ONDAY, D E CE M BER  31st, 
IS BOOSTER* D A Y . W ill you 
give one hour, or one day of 
your time between now and then 
to get one or more new subscrib­
ers to Michigan Business Farm­
ing?

Most amazing farm book 
ever written. Worth hun­
dreds of dollars to any 
farmer. Explains wonder­
ful discovery—“The Camp­
bell System of Breeding Big 
Crops!” Your Wheat, Oats, Com, Tim­
othy, Clover and other crops mcraasad 20 
par ce n t  in a s in g le  season! 600,000 farmers nse 
th is easy way. Send postal at once for Free Beek.

CHATHAM
SEED GRADER AND CLEANER

Also m t facts about this wonderful Gas Power or Haad 
Machine.The Chatham Seed Grader and Cleaner. Cleans, 
grades, separates and sacks
seed! or, rankest mixtures! __________ ____ , ________
Takes oat all duet and trash and wicked weed seed I Sep­
arates the poor, sickly seed—sacks bijr healthy fellows, 
ready for sowing or market. Handles up to 50 bushels per 
hoar* Beats going to the elevator or bothering neighbor. 
Thousands In Use! No Money in Advance! 30  Days* 
Free Trial! Long Time Credit! No Advanca In PvtcosI

newtr 
30 Days*

-       —5— ______ _____________JnPrices!
■end postal for amazing Free Book and Big Offer NOW* 
Mattson Campbell Sk Sene Co., Dept 2 4 8  Detroit, Midi. 
Dept..£4g Kansas City Dep 2 4 8  Minneapolis
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SAWS ANY WOOD
IN ANY P O S IT IO N  
ON A N Y  G R O U N D  
4  in . to  S f t . Through1 llonWith a Fo|dl nS  D n o i e  9  M E N  W ith  aX R lflllS a w in g  Reaching D w u ld  £, C ross-cu t Saw  

S to  9  cords daily is  the usual average for one man

Our 1918 Model Machine saws faster, runs easier and will 
last longer than ever. Adjusted in a minute to  suit a 
"^-year-old boy or strongest man. A.sk f<>r catalog No. 
M ligand low price. First order gets agency.
Folding Sawing Mach. Co., 1 6 1 W . Harrison St., Chicago, I1L

D on’t W ear a  Truss
T3ROOKS’ APPLIANCE, 
■*-* the modern scientiflfl 

invention, the wonderful 
new discovery that re­
lieves rupture wiU be 
sent on trial. No ob­
noxious springs or pads. 
Has automatic Air 
Cushions. Binds and 
draws the broken parti 
together as you would a 
broken limb. No salves. 
No lies. Durable, cheap. 
Sent on trial to prove it. 
Protected by U. S. pat­
ents. Catalogue and meas­
ure blanks mailed free. Send 
name and. address today.

C. E. BROOKS, 463 State Street, Marshall, Mich.

Maple Syrup Makers
You get best Results with our
Champion Evaporator
CJuick work, fuel «av-

BEST QUALITY 
OF SYRUP

Write us for 
CATALOG
Champion
Evaporator
Company Hudson, Ohio

Enlist Now in Onr Army of Regu'ar Shippers

RAWFURS

Est. 1853 Capital $600,000.00 Inc. 1889 
Highest Price* Paid For

RAW FURS
Write for Fur List and Book 
on Successfu l T r a p p i n g

TRAUG0TT SCHMIDT & SONS
136-164 Monroe Ave. Detroit, Mich.

TRAPPERS AND SHIPPERS OF
R A W  F U R S

I pay the HIGHEST PRICES on all RAW FURS. I pay 
Express Charges.

I remit on receipt of goods. I also buy HIDES, TAL­
LOW , PELTS and CRACKLINGS. Hides tanned 
lor Robes and Coats. Write for prices.

G. HAPP, TOLEDO, OHIO, 222 Vance Street. 
REFERENCE : — OAio Savings Bank and Trust Go. 

Dun or Bradstreet.
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'  HIS IS certainly a year of dif­
ficulties in marketing farm pro­
ducts. The lack of efficient labor, 

together with the shortage of suitable 
barrels, boxes and baskets has made 
the sorting and grading.of fruit and 
vegetable crops unusually expensive 
and difficult to the farmers and com­
mission dealers. Every community 
where fruit and vegetable crops are 
grown.for market has faced a short­
age of help and packages. As a result 
thousands of carloads of farm produce 
reached city terminals in a mixed, un­
couth condition.

Apples, pears, peaches grapes, cu­
cumbers, potatoes, onions and toma­
toes have been loaded into ordinary 
freight cars or shipped in boxes, crates 
and barrels of various sizes and des­
criptions, so that the shipments on 
arrival at city terminals have had de­
moralizing effects upon prices. Fruit 
and vegetable crops shipped in bulk 
or in slimpsy, ill-shapen containers 
cannot be put onto the markets in good 
uniform condition; besides such ship­
ments involve a tremendous amount 
of work and expense on the part of 
commission men and city dealers. It 
is also very difficult for commission 
houses to supply the demands of a 
high-class trade with products of mix­
ed quality.

In discussing this phase of bulk 
, shipments, and of shipments made in 

m.sfit barrels, crates and boxes, a 
member of one of the leading commis­
sion firms in Buffalo, N. Y., said: “For 
more than ten years we have been en­
deavoring to induce our shippers in 
the country to properly grade their 
products and ship them to us in boxes, 
barrels, crates and baskets adapted to 
our trade among grocerymen in the 
best residential sections of the city. 
So long as the shipments reached us 
in good condition we could make 
prompt deliveries to our trade and 
keep our operating charges down to 
a minimum. This year we have had 
to emply more help, buy packages 
when we could get them and make 
every possible effort to supply the de­
mands of our trade from bulk and 
mixed shipments. On account of the 
shortage of standard containers we 
have found it utterly impossible» to 
make prompt daily deliveries and put 
the products on the market in as good 
condition as we have in former years. 
The handling of bulk shipments, and 
of poor quality mixed shipments, has 
forced us to handle large quantities 
of inferior products in order to ge* 
enough products to supply our reg­
ular trade. To dispose of these lower 
grades of perishable -fruit and vegela- 
tables, left on our hands after sorting 
and grading the bulk and mixed ship­
ments as they arrived at our storage 
rooms, we got busy and organized a 
system of selling and distributing 
them thru Italian and Jewish ped­
dlers who take wagon loads of the 
produce from our storage rooms and 
sell It in the factory and tenement 
districts. In this way we find an out­
let for vast quantities of perishable 
fruit and vegetables at a very low ex­
pense. Under ordinary conditions on 
a large city market these peddlers 
handle only such produce as has been 
damaged or deteriorated in package 
shipments, but this year we find it an 

' important factor in selling bulk ship­
ments, cutting down the expense for 
packages, and grading many kinds of 
produce.”

The fact that such vast quantities of 
farm produce arrives at the city ter­
minals in such poor condition is going 
to make the problem of putting it in­
to storage more difficult than in former 
years when better grading and sort­
ing was done in the country. The 
freight, sorting charges and the cost 
of disposing of the refuse from ship­
ments must be paid by someone. Sort­
ing on the farm saves these middle­
men’s charges and the cost of storage, 
which ultimately fall back on the pro-

; r" .• :■ . ; v;... ; • J » , i • .V . "*• - K "Jr*. ' ;-v / \ -. - v. - ■ : : -

Farm ers9 Co-Operative M arketingO r g aniza tio  
Equipped to Grade and sort their Products 

will Help Solve Marketing Problem 
By W . M I L T O N  K E L L E Y

ducer. There is a great saving in 
freight when the produce is sorted 
and graded at the original shipping 
point so that it may be put into stor­
age without rehandling. All of this 
work costs more in the cities than it 
does in the country. And in addition 
to these losses there is a great amount 
of produce occupying perfectly good 
car space and storage room that is 
absolutely worthless for food. Almost 
any carload of produce unloaded in a 
commission house today will contain 
a vast amount of waste. The rail­
roads receive freight and the storage 
houses receive pay for the space this 
waste occupies; besides waste pro­
duce has a tendency to spoil the bet­
ter grades mixed with it in thé ship­
ments. Farmers, country shippers and 
commission dealers must pull togeth­
er now as never before to get the 
year’s food supply onto the markets 
with as little waste as possible. Every 
sort of product that is fit for human 
food must be saved and put into the 
market in condition to bring good 
prices and furnish a maximum amount 
of human food. It is no time to wran­
gle about standard packages or fancy 
products; our people need the food 
and they are willing to pay reasonable 
prices for it.

When prices are unusually high 
ther6 is a tendency on the part of both 
farmers and consumers to have unholy 
thoughts about the commission deal­
er and to look upon him as an econ­
omic parasite rather than a public ne­
cessity. The farmer insists that he 
has suffered many things of many men 
standing between himself and the 
consumer, and that the time has come 
when it is up to the consumer and. 
himself to get together and eliminate 
the middlemen. So far as the com­
mission man is concerned, he has the 
facts and figures to show that will 
demonstrate to any fair-minded man

that he is a public necessity, and that 
his part Th the grading, classifying and 
distributing of farm products is just 
as real and important as that of thé 
producer or the "retailor. The' aver­
age farmer and consumer has a vague 
general notion that the commission 
merchants simply receive farm prod­
ucts at one door and shove them out 
at another—taking from 10 to 100 per 
cent toll for their trouble in the course 
of the transaction.

To spend a few hours on a large city 
market and study the activities in a 
large commission house is to realize 
instantly the absurdity of this suppo­
sition. A careful Inspection of the 
inside working of a great commission 
house let us trace a shipment of eggs 
from the farm to the city and find out 
the amounts paid out for commission 
and service. Brown ships 200 dozen 
of his eggs to his commission house. 
The eggs are a mixed lot of various 
shapes, sizes and colors. For this rea­
son the commission man remits 25 
cents per dozen, less 10 per cent com­
mission and 80 cents express charges 
for the entire shipment, or the price of 
mixed country eggs on the market the 
day he received the shipment. Brown 
gets his check for $44.20 and the in­
cident is closed so far as he is con­
cerned. He has received the whole­
sale market price for his eggs. But 
let me say right here that the amount 
remitted is invariably based upon the 
market quotations for the lower grad­
es in the mixed shipment.

Now, let us see what actually oc­
curs after Brown's eggs reach the com­
mission house and how they are sold 
to the trade. The commission mer­
chant either sells them to' some friend

who is an -egg dealer, or he proceeds 
to grade, repack and distribute them 
to his trade.' By going thru Brown’s 
shipment carefully he sorts out 120 
dozen clean white eggs, which are 
graded and sold as strictly fresh 
White Leghorii, to large hotel for 
44 cents per dozen; and 50'dozen grad­
ed and strictly fresh country eggs to 
a groceryman in a residential dis­
trict for 36 cents per dozen; and 30 
dozen of ’ he ill-shapen, soiled eggs to 
an .Italian shop keeper for 28 cents 
per dozen. In this instance someone 
is paying about $30 for service which 
should have been performed at the 
farm where the eggs were produced. 
It is the charges for service and not 
the excessive commission charges that 
stand between the city consumer and 
the farmer, and so long as farmers 
persist i-1 shipping their produce in 
mixed, uncouth lots to the big city 
markets, just so long will they be 
compelled to pay for this service in 
getting their products before the con­
sumer. In tracing a shipment of 
grapes that had been carelessly pick­
ed and packed in an Ohio vineyard 
and shipped to Chicago it was found 
.that the commission house remitted 
$34 a ton for the shipment, less 10 per 
cent commission and freight charges. 
At their storage rooms the entire car­
load was repacked and 1,000 baskets 
weighing about 10 pounds each sold 
for 20 cents a basket to a small gro­
ceryman and the balance of the ship­
ment sold in the Italian and Greek set­
tlements at $2.20 per hundred pounds 
for wine manufacturing purposes. In 
this transaction the service, as in the

COlftUMER

• The consumer blames the farmer for the high cost ox 
foodstuffs, while the real culprit, middleman, dodges out 
of harm’s way. When the consumer goes to her nelghbor- 

*•' hood grocery store in the city and pays 20 cents a pound for
beans, she does not know that the farmer who grew those 

same beans received only ten or twelve cents a pound; for them. Neither does she know 
that the peck of potatoes for which she paid 50 cents was sold by some farmer a hun­
dred miles away for 20 cents. When the buying public quits kicking about the high 
cost of food and makes an effort to find out what makes food prices high it will be a 
happy day for both producer and consumer.

shipment of the mixed eggs, had to be 
paid for.

Not many years ago the writer vis­
ited a large commission dealer in Chi­
cago and saw several carloads of ap­
ples from Michigan unloaded and 
packed for city distribution. The 
fruit had been picked from the trees 
and off the ground in the orchard. In 
this instance the house paid 80 cents 
per hundred pounds cash at the door 
for the apples. After the fruit was 
unloaded it was graded and the best 
apples packed in barrels and. put into 
cold storage; the seconds sold to the 
retail stores and the culls sold in the 
foreign settlements for 40 cents per 
bushel. Who paid for the service that 
should have been performed on the 
farm where the fruit was produced? 
Numberless instances could be .cited 
to show that it is the cost of service 
rather than excessive commission 
charges that eats up the profits of 
many shipments of farm products. 
Farmers are not justified in heaping 
their sins of omission upon the should­
ers of the commission men.

(Continued next week.)
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GRATIOT (Southeast).—Most farmers 
are busy at present getting up buzz piles 
or are cutting wood with the cross-cut 
saw. There is not a bit of coal in the 
coal yards. Wood is selling at from $2.50 
to $3.00 per cord. The weather is mild 
and the snow is going away slowly.— J. 
E. C., Bannister, Dec. 19.

WEXFORD (West)—About the same 
old story, farmers are getting up wpod. 
Some are looking after their beans. A 
little more snow has fallen and at the 
present time there is pretty fair sleigh­
ing, the toads have been blocked in some 
places. It has been necessary to resort 
to the snow plow in order to get the 
youngsters to school. The school was 
closed down a couple of days last week 
on account of the drifts.. Tes, I am in 
sympathy with Mr. Mason. The govern­
ment and most every big fellow said last 
spring “plow up: your back yard, put in 
something in every foot of ground to feed 
everyone across the pond,”  which we 
have done for years. Now this fall they 
are taking our hide. The fellows who 
do nothing get it all. or very near. Most 
every farmer raised enough in, one year 
to last him ten years and it don’t last 
him one season. Did you ever stop to 
meditate as to where it went to. Then if 
one poor fellow gets the start of one of 
the big fellows he is dishonest and they 
try to blacklist him, when they have been 
setting the example—teaching him to be 
crooked. It has been a wonder to me 
that there are not more dishonest men 
than there are.— S. H. S., Harrietta, De­
cember 15.

CHEBOYGAN (South)—-Our severe
cold for the past week has taken a thaw 
and the weather at this date is quite 
mild. Some beans to thresh yet and 
some are still in the fields. Considerable 
work is being done on the county roads. 
It gives many farmers a chance to work 
their teams cutting down Kills and haul­
ing-gravel. A number of farmers are 
cutting wood for which there is a very 
good market at $2.50 to $3?T)0 per cord 
for 16 inch wood. The market for stock 
is quite brisk and many farmers. are 
selling closely "on account of the scarctiy 
o f  feed.—Wolverine, Dec. 18.

KALKASKA (Southwest)—The farm­
ers are kicking^on the two grades of po­
tatoes! The weather has been down to 

' * zero brand. The farmers are not able to 
do any Work out of doors, as it has been 
so cold j there is about 18 inches of snow. 
Farmers are holding most of their pota­
toes. Nearly all of the farmers have to 
buy grain to feed their stock.-—-R. B., So. *. 
Boardman, Dec. 17. •

PRESQUE I SUE (Central)—Weather 
has been very cold the past week and 
aside from getting, up wood the farmers 
are not doing much—D. D. S., Millers- 
burg, Dec. 17.

MANISTEE (Northwest)---The farm­
ers in this county have their farm work • 
about completed for, this season. Corn is 
about alL taken care of and beans are 
all threshed. In this county beans were 
a light yield and a poor grade. Some 
test as high as forty per cent and the 
price is $6.40 per bu. hand-picked basis. 
There are not many being marketed, ^si 
present. Hay is bringing fróm $24 to $30 
per ton. There is nothing doing with 
potatoes. The weather has been the cold­
est the past week I have ever seen it at 
this time of year.—C. H. S., Bear Lake, 
Dec. 16.

GENESEE (Southwest)—There is not 
much of anything being done on the 
farms at this time. A few are husking 
corn and threshing beans. The weather 
has been warmer with a few light show­
ers, making the fields bare and the roads 
muddy. The soil is thawing out and the 
snow is nearly all gone. Hogs and other 
livestock are moving quite lively. Hay 
and grain are moving steady. Potatoes 
that were frozen some during the last 
cold spell are being put on the market 
Fall seeding is looking poorly. Farmers 
are selling a bit of wood for fuel, espec­
ially in the cities, on account of the coal 
shortage. Beans that have been threshed 
are turning out very poorly as a rule 
some picking as high as 35 lbs. per bu.—
C. S., Fenton, Dec. 20.

OAKLAND (North)—Not much to tell 
in this report ; not much business being 
done. The potato market is off and not 
much produce moving; most of the corn 
is out in the fields. Some hay going to 
market. A lot of poor stock going to 
market on account of the scarcity of feed.
E. F., Clarkston, Dec. 20.

HURON (Northwest)—We are • having 
soft weather this week. Bean threshing 
is in progress yet. Some are yielding 
fair, and there are a good many acres 
that aré not worth threshing. Farmers 
are marketing some grain and stock to 
raise funds for i taxes. Flour, $13 per 
bbl.; wheat, $2.05, test 58. Soft coal, $8 
per ton and- hard 4o get. A lot of 
young farmers are discouraged and are 
selling out and moving to the cities to 
work. They are discouraged over the way 
the government wants young men to do 
farming. Something will have to be done — G. W., Blkton, Dec. 21.

MASON (West)—Weather severe. Not 
much produce moving to market at pres­
ent. The fact that wheat treated with 
the formalin Solution produced a very 
poor stand while untreated seed produced 
a normal stand . is causing comment 
among the farmers. The difference is not 
due to inexperience or poor seed as some 
of the farmers have been using the solu­
tion for a number of years, and some of 
the fields seeded with the treated seed 
were finished with the untreated. Hogs 
and poultry are moving freely; the de­
mand is good. Friday, Dec. 14, a potato 
show was held at S'ottville which was 
well attended. Out of 18 varieties exhib­
ited Late Petoskeys won first place re­
ceiving 21 out of 29 votes.—B. M., Lud- 
ington, Dec. 14.

OTSEGO ( West Central)— The weather 
has been changeable lately, cold and 
warm, with about 8 inches of snow. The 
farmers are getting Up their winter sup­
ply of wood. Some of the farmers are 
hauling logs to town.— C. A., Gaylord, De-' cember 22. .

BAY (East)—Farm work has been fin­
ished for this winter. Bean threshing in 
this community has been finished, some 
of them are of very poor quality, and the 
farmers are holding them for $8. Corn is 
being shredded but the weather is not 
very good for shredding. The cold weath­
er has caused a great scarcity of coal and 
farmers are able to secure only à ton at 
a time, and it is hard to get at that. Hay 
is moving now. Land that was tiled has 

■ shown a great increase in crops compared 
to undrained land. Tile has advanced $5 
per thousand within the last two months. 
Some pork and beef is being sold and a 
few oats. Wishing M: B. F. a merry 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.—  
G. G., Linwood, Dec. 22.

JACKSON ( South)-—Farmers are not 
marketing grain at the present, too busy , 
getting up wood and trying to keep corn 
husked for their fattening hogs. There 
seéms to be some difficulty in getting Cars enough to ship stock. Many are 
holding their beânS for higher prices. It 
is almost impossible to secure hard coal 
and soft coal in only small amounts. You/ 
Can buy two pounds of sugar now at 
some groceries, but. not over the two-lb. 
limit:—rG. S., Hanover.

CALHOUN (Southwest)— Our .snow all 
gone ; ground frozen again ; not very good 
for wheat and rye, Farmers are drawing 
wood to town and they need it as the coal 
is just about as scarce as can be. Most 
all of .the hogs are marketed. Some wheat 
going to market. A good many farmers 
are selling out and some are going off 
their farms. Looks like a good many 
auction sales another .spring.-—E. B H Athens, Dec. 22,

INGHAM (Northwest)—We are having 
nice Warm weather after twenty below. 
Farmers are cutting wood. Those who 
have timber can’t get coal. They are 
cutting and hauling wood to town, get 
$4.50 per cord for green maple and hick­
ory. Elevators are full; paying $6.50 for 
beans. Hay, $16 to $20 per ton; hogs off 
$2 a hundred. Taxes just a little higher 
than last year. $13.90 per thousand.—W B,, Williamston, Dec. 21.

TUSCOLA (Northeast)—After a week of extreme cold the weather is mild again. 
Farmers are selling some grain. Farm 
help is very scarce, Many old men are 
left alone on the farm. Coal is scarce 
what can be had is selling at $14.50 per 
ton in 500 lb. lots. Popple wood sells at 
$2.50 per cord. Many are using old pine 
stumps for fuel— S. S„ Cass City De­cember 21.

BAY (Southeast)—Farmers have been 
selling hay, are waiting for cars now the 
hay is mostly baled Not much can be 
done now. crops were too poor to admit 
of improS'ements.—J. C. A., Munger- De­cember 21.

MIDLAND (Northwest)—The weather 
.has been very cold up to a few days ago 
Now it is quite warm and the snow is 
fast disappearing. Farmers are getting 
up wood and doing their annual butcher­
ing. Not much produce moving from the 
farm except live stock ànd a few beans 
The farmers are very much dissatisfied 
with the new beet contract and very few 
are signing up.—F. A. L., Coleman, De­cember 20.

MONROE (East)—Last week it was 
cold and there was snow to protect the 
wheat, but it is all gone now. Wheat and
rye are small. Lots of corn in field__EH. M.. Dec. 20.

MIDLAND (Southeast)—Some of the 
farmers are hauling tile to be put in in 
the spring. They are holding their beans 
for higher price. Coal is scarce, and the 
chemical plant at Midland is at a stand­
still for want of fuel.—J. H, M., Hemlock Dec. 22.

OSCEOLA (Northeast)—Farmers not 
selling anything. Some would sell po­
tatoes but they can not be sold at any 
price.—W. A. S., Marion, Dec. 21.

INGHAM ( S o u t h w e s t )—-The weather is 
is cold; snow about all gone. Beans are 
about threshed, they pick from 2 to 40 
lbs. per bu. Farmers cannot get coal and 
green wood is the fuel today.—B. W., 
Leslie. Dec. 21.

TUSCOLA (West)—After two weeks of 
zero weather we are having spring-like 
weather. Farmers have been threshing, 
and it is most all done now. They are 
selling mostly wheat and beans to get 
money to pay taxes which are the high­
est the farmers have ever had. As to 
beans, the farmers who sell to the small 
country elevators unless it be a farmers’ - 
co-operative elevator, loses from $1 00 to 
$2.00 on every 100 lbs, which is too much 
these hard times. One week ago I took a 
small load to a small town, which brot, 
after water shrinking and pick were de­
ducted, $7,04. The next week I took two 
loads to Saginaw which brought me, after 
water test and pick was deducted'$8.64, a 
différence of $ 1.60. Oh, yes, I can draw 
beans 16 miles for that price. My neigh­
bor tried country elevator and city ele­
vator and says he made three dollars on 
every bag he hauled to Saginaw, Hurry 
the farmers’ elevator along so the farm­
er gets out of the clutches of the ele­
vator, sharks.— C. B., Reese. Dec. 21.

NEWAYGO (Southwest)-—Farmers are 
cutting wood getting ready for winter. 
Beans have taken a drop and all products 
or the farm are moving slowly. Farmers 
are badly discouraged about the bean 
crop this year, and I don’t think there 
will be many beans planted next yeàr in 
these parts. The wéather is fine for 
this time of year.—C. B.. White Cloud,Dec. 22/

HORECROP
From LIME II

Lime for Your
S j i i S o i l  •

The use o f lime on your soil will 
both increase the yield and improve 
the quality o f your crops. It corrects 
a widely prevailing condition, acid or 
“ sour”  soil. This condition may be pre­
sent on even the best cared for land and 
should be looked for by the Litmus test.

A s  Fine as Flour

puLVERIZEd 
LIMESTONE

is superior,to any similar material you 
have heretofore been able to obtain. It  
contains a very high percentage of car­
bonates of lime and magnesia in their 
proper proportion to each other, and the 
fact that it is F IN E L Y  P U L V E R IZ E D  
makes E V E R Y  particle active for sweet­
ening your soil.

Does Your Soil 
Need Lime?

The Solvay Process Co., is a large, 
long-established, reputable concern. Our 
resources guarantee our ability to be of 
service to you, thru our laboratories and 
engineers.

Write at once for our booklet 
or for a package of Litmus 
paper for soil testing purposes

In B u lk  
in  Box Cars,

orín.
lO O lb.D ry, 
A ir-t i^Kt Paper 

Sacks

GUAR­
ANTEE

94%y*'
- y s - /  Screen

Fur nace Driedl 
'ine as Flour.

SOLVAY PR O C ESS CO.
581W Jefferson Ave., DETROIT, MICH.

MONTCALM (Southwest.) — . Farmers 
are mostly through threshing beans which 
are in a poor condition owing to the late 
rains received in this locality Weather 
is more moderate than last week, as no 
snow remains on the soil. A few loads 
of potatoes are being sold at the price of 
$1.55 per cwt. at Miller’s Station.—H. L., Greenville. Dec. 21.

SAGINAW (Northwest)—Weather is 
milder and pleasant. Farmers are cut­
ting wood, hauling up corn, etc. Mar­
kets are well supplied with hogs and 
poultry. Present weather conditions are 
unfavorable for wheat as the ground is 
freezing and thawing— M. S. G., Hem­lock, Dec. 22.

PRESQUE ISLE (Central)—We are 
having good winter weather this week. 
Nothing doing much; some are selling 
hay and most all are getting up wood.—• 
D. D. S., Millersburg, Dec. 22.

WEXFORD (South Central)— Some of 
the farmers have gone to the lumber 
camps to work, others just caring for 
stock. Weather mild. Sleighing getting 
thin in places. Not much farm produce 
moving.—A. A. H., Boon, Dec. 24.

ARENAC (Northwest)—The farmers 
are cutting, hauling, and selling wood 
at $1.50 to $2.00 per cord. This is the 
first green Christmas we have had*in 16 
years. The weather is damp and rainy 
The farmers are holding what few beans 
they have for $8. Some farmers are sell­
ing and shipping-hay. The farmers are not buying or building anything on ac- 
count of material being so high. We en­
joy reading all the reports in the M. B. F 
because we know it’s the gospel truth. 
The writer gave one harrow contracted 
pin-head a good trimming for calling the 
AT. B F. pro-German.—A. D. F.. Alger Dec 24

P* OR SALE— 80 acre farm in Lincoln 
* township, Isabelle county, 6 Vi miles 
southwest of Mt. Pleasant and 7 miles 
west of Shepherd and 5 miles northeast 
of Winn. It has a good 8-room house 
with a good large stone cellar and a good 
well and windmill by the back door and 
a good barn with basement with cement 
floors and a silo ; room for 7 horses and 
a large box stall in horse stable and the 
cow stable has tie room for 9 or 10 head 
with a large box stall also. A large ap­
ple orchard, some cherry, pear, plum trees 
and strawberries. There is a small pond 
in pasture quite well fenced and about 2 
acres of cedar, about 15 acres seeded to 
June clover and 5 acres of rye, 3 walnut 
trees, one butternut in the dooryard 
Price is $7,000. Frank Egloff, Shepherd! 
Mich., R.F.D. No. 1. The reason for sell­
ing is that we want to buy in Branch or 
Calhoun county, Michigan. The mail goes by the door.

BENZIE (West)—Getting up wood and 
working oh gravel roads when they can 
get a chance. Beans are on the down­
hill and potatoes at a standstill at 60c 
per bu. for best gya.de. Nothing moving 
except hay, and this, is nearly all gone.

Farmers are selling it at $20. The bean 
situation is bad, the average pick is 30 
lbs per bu., and this is the way they work 
it here: pick 30 lbs., leaves 30 lbs to pay 
for at 10 l-2c per lb., $3.15. Charge 5c 
per pound for pick, $1.50; $3.15 less $1.50 
leaves $1.65 per bushel, and as the yield 
was an average of four bushels per acre 
it makes an income of $6.60 per acre, and 
the seed cost $5.00 per acre, you can see 
where we get off at. The feed situation 
is serious here. No rough hay to be had 
at any price, too many people went into 
beans and potatoes. It will serve, as a 
check on the bean and potato acreage 
next year. There are but very few beans 
that will be fit to plant next year and 
lots of potatoes were chilled. There is 
no seed corn here and southern seed corn 
is no good for us— F. M.. Elberta, De­
cember 22.

LIVINGSTON (Northwest)—Most of 
the farmers are busy caring for their 
stock and getting fire wood. Snow about 
all gone. Not much being marketed.—G. 
A. W., Fowlerville, Dec. 22
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This W eek ’s Tested Recipe
R I S E N  C O R N B R E A D  F O R  S U P P E R  

The spoon breads are equally, good for sup- g- 
per and always make a substantial dish with = 
a meat stew. When company is coming on you s 
want to surprise the fatuity, try risen cornbread g 
for supper. It is not advisable to attempt it s 
for breakfast because meal ferments so rapidly g 
with yeast that the product is likely to be sour g by morning.

One cake compressed yeast' two eups sweet §§ 
milk, scalded and cooled, two tablespoons brown g 
sugar, two tablespoons lard, two .and one-half g 
cups white corntneal. one cup sifted flour, one g 
teaspoon salt, two eggs’well beaten.

Dissolve yeast and sugar in lukewarm mill« -g 
and add melted fat. Stir in the cornmeal, flour, gj 
salt and add well beaten eggs. Beat thorough- g 
ly. Fill greased bowl two»thirds fiill. Set to 1 
rise in a warm place for about an hour.. Be s 
careful that it does not over rise. It should be §j 
baked as soon as light, The baking will require g 
from twenty to thirty minutes, according to g 
thickness of pone.
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Have You Had This Experience?
My dear Anne .Campbell Stark:— •
I have enjoyed every issue of the M i c h i g a n  

B u s i n e s s  F a r m i n g  and particularly our own page.. 
However, the entire paper has interested me. I 
have always thought the business end of farming 
fascinating, and my husband says that is because 
I came to the farm with a fresh viewpoint.

I was a city girl. Had lived there for twenty- 
two years of my life before I went to spend a va­
cation where I met my big, fine farmer husband.
I worked in an office, and made good money, and 
my husband says my business training has helped 
him many times. That remark always makes me 
proud, because I believe a woman should be an 
an all ’round partner in her married life. Many 
women think if they prepare their husband’s 
meals and keep his house, their duty ends. I 
have tried to be a partner in the business end of it 
too. As a special reward of merit I always have a 
pig or two, a calf, and some baby lambs all my 
own, which I care for faithfully, and the money 
they bring is my very own to do with as I please. 
My husband, is not at all “tight” in money mat­
ters. I have a regular allowance— a salary just as 
I did when I was working. He “hever questions 
my expenditure of this money, and he does not 
know that in the ten years of our married life I 
have put. away $2,500. I remember sometimes the 
plays I saw when I was in town,—how the son 
lifts the mortgage from the old home, and have had 
a vision of a run of hard luck sometime, when my 
unexpectedly having some money of my own might 
help a great deal. I am really saving my money 
for the youngsters, though, two boys whom it is 
the dream of my life to send through college.

When I first married and moved to Maple Grove 
Farm, many of my husband’s relatives questioned 
his wisdom in marrying a city girl. T"'.ey said 
it was impossible for a girl who had been used 
to the life and gayety of town to be happy on the 
quiet farm. They were afraid I would not be 
practical enough to manage the butter, and the 
hens and fowl, but the joke so far has been on 
them!

I may not have the light pleasures I had when I 
was in town. We cannot go out of an evening 
to a show; that is, very often, though we do oc- 
ionally take the interurban to a town near-by 
where some good productions are often staged. 
But we have a machine, and in the summer I take 
the children for drives, and in the evenings we 
go together. We have all the latest books and 
magazines and we both are very fond of reading. 
We are ambitious for ourselves and for our child­
ren, and I am proud to say that s’nce my marriage 
Maple Grove Farm has grown far more prosper­
ous than it ever was before. My husband says 
that is because he has the inspiration of myself 
and our boys.

Now, dear Mrs. Stark, don’t publish this letter.
I know you must come in touch with other wom­
en’s lives occasionally, and it occurred to me to 
write you and tell you how much I enjoy yoqr 
poems and your real helpful articles. And* when 
I got started I just rambled on. I feel like vis­
iting today! Write me and tell me something 
about yourself. I have always wondered about 
the personality of the woman who runs our page. 
Are you young, old, married or single? Don’t be 
stingy! (I hope you won’t think this is too per­
sonal.)

My very best wishes to you for Christmas and- 
the New Year.—Mrs. M. T. C., Kalamazoo.

* * •
I certainly enjoyed Mrs. C.’s letter and I was dis-

a ĵne Cam pbell  St a r k , Editor

appointed when I came to'the paragraph where she 
told me not to publish it, because I knew you wouild 
all enjoy it too. However, I wrote her siich a 
pleading letter that her heart molted and she sent 
me word that I could publish it.

The subject of a city girl on a farm, or the 
farmer girl in town has always been a matter o f  
interest to me. I have heard folks say that the 
only way to be happy was for a farmer to marry 
a farmer, a city man a city girl. However, when 
love comes into the window the memory of other 
folks’ opinions flies out of the door, and many 
brave young people have braved the displeasure of 
their relatives by marrying whom they pleased.

I wonder if some more of you folks have had 
an experience at all like Mrs. C.’s? Did every­
one think you were foolish to marry and “bury” 
yourself on ’ the farm? And did your new inter­
ests bring you happiness? I think some letters 
along this line would interest everyone of us.

Do let’s swap experiences, and'have a real gos­
sipy, visity time!

Address Mrs. Anne Campbell Stark, Editor 
Woman’s Page, M i c h i g a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m i n g , Mt. 
Clemen^ Michigan.

The New Year
| )  H, the New Year may be a blue year, 

A sicJc-and-sad-year ;  the worst- 
we've-had year.

It could scarcely be a glad year
With so many fellows fighting over there.
But the new year can be a true year,
A dare-and-do year;  a help-a-few year. 
Yes, it surely can be a do year,
When we’l} do a little bit more than our 

share. %

OH, the next year may be a vexed year. 
A full-of-pain year; an all-in-vain 

year.
It could scarcely be a sane year 
With so many fellows yiissing every­

where.
But that same year can be a game year, 
A smile-or-bust year;  in God-we-trust 

year.
Yes, it surely can be a game year 
When we learn to, as the Spartans, grin 

and bear.

OH. the New Year may be a blue year, 
A roeary long year, a go-at-it-strong 
year,

And it somehow will seem a wrong year 
With so many fellows dying over there. 
Bui the New Year will be a true year, 
Forget-yourself year; don't lay-up-pelf 

year,
And we're sure it's a fight-em-through 

year,
A help-us-win-the-war year, everyw heref 

— A n n e  C a m p b e i l  S t a r k .

A
A New Year’s Party

CALENDAR contest affords a great deal of 
amusement for an informal New Year’s 
gathering.

Each guest isgjrovided with water color paints 
and drawing paper, calendar pads, paste, perns, ink, 
pencils and brushes. Each is allowed to make his 
own selection of pencil or pen and ink des'gn or 
water colors.

A half hour is allowed for this work—or three- 
quarters at the outside. After that time has elap­
sed each guest writes his initials on the back and 
the calendars are collected and carried away by a 
committee of two or three “artists” to decide upon.

Prizes may be awarded for the funniest, the 
most original, the poorest' and the one best exe­
cuted. A pretty calendar makes an appropriate 
prize.

For a young high school crowd the ‘Bell Game” 
will prove fascinating. Young folks like to ex­
ercise their wits! Each guest is given a paper 
and a pencil. At the top of this paper or card is 
sketched a string of bells and beneath was writ­
ten: How many of .these bells can you name? 
Then came the following descriptive phrases:

1, A bell that is never peaceful ; 2, a sea bell ; 3, a 
noisy animal bell; 4. an unsubmissive ¡bell; 5, an arch­
itectural bell ; 6, a literary bell ; 7, a scolding Biblical 
bell ; 8, a flower bell ; 9, a city (bell) in Ireland ; 10, an 
hefb ; it means “beautiful lady.”

The answers which the guests are supposed to 
figure out, of coarse, are as follows:

1, belligérant; 2, bell-buoy; 3, bellow^ 4, rebel; 5,

Uncle Sam’s Thrift Thought
M E A T  S U B S T I T U T E S

s  Impelled by economy and war duty, house- 11 keepers are collecting meat substitute dishes, 
i .  These dishes are high \ in protein value and 
= should be served in place of meat and in combin- 
¡¡. ation with fresh vegetables. Potatoes and to- 
!  matoes combine well with bean dishes. Corn 
§ bread and a green salad make an excellent com- 
I  bination with the fish’ kedgeree.

’B e a n s  a n d  R ic e  >
i  Two cups cooked kidney beans, two Cups of 
3 cooked rice, four cups tomato sauce. V' 
g make the tomato sauce, brown three tab-
¡j lesppona of flour in one-quarter cup of drip­
s' pings of vegetable oil and mix with one quart 
§ of strained tomatoes and one tablesnoon grated 
s onion. .Cook sauce five minutes; combine hot 
§ ■ rice and beads, pour over them the hot sauce 
g and serve.;

C r e a m e d  P e a s  o r  B e a n s
g. One pint dry beans_or peas, half cup milk, tea- 
j§ spoon drippings, two teaspoons syrup, teaspoon 
j§ salt, pinch red pepner.
gj Soak beans in cold water over,night or until 
S hulls rub off easily; rub between hands until all 
1 skins are »removed; boil slowly with just enbugh 
g water to- cover them until thoroughly done; pass 
1 through a ricer; add Other ingredients; whip as 
5 for creamed potatoes; serve hot.

— F is h  K e d g e r e e
1 One and one-half cups flaked cooked fish, one 
g egg, four tablespoons rice, one teaspoon chopped 
g onion, salt and pepper to taste, two tablespoons 
= drippings.
i  Wash rice and drop slowly into fast-boiling 
= water, with a teaspoon of salt, and boil fast 
I  until tender (about 20 minutes.) Drain well 
I  and dry iri colander. Boil the egg hard, cool it 
g in cold water, and chop it coarsely. Melt the 
3 fat in a saucepan, stir U> the cooked rice, add 
3  the fish and seasoning. Make it very hot. then 
§ add the chopped egg, and serve at once. If on- 
| ion is liked, fry it slightly in tjie fat before 
§ putting iij the rice.
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7, Jezebel ; 8  ̂bluebell;6, Belles letters ; 
10. Belladonna.

Corbel;
Belfast

In Russia the gills play “ fortunes” at New"Year 
time. A large dish of water is put into the center 
of the table. Int^ this each girl puts a bit of 
jewelry, and then covers the dish with a napkin. 
A series of verses is then chanted, and at each 
verse, the leader takes out one of the bits of 
jewelry at ■ random. The particular verse being 
sung tells the fortune o f the owner.

The maiden fair who wears this thing 
Soon shall wear a diamond ring.
The owner of this piece in sight 
Shall soon be decked in bridal white.
The little maid who wears this gaud 
As a Red Cross nurse will go abroad.
And the next one we do find 

. Will always have a contented mind.
Riches will never come thy way.
Thou wilt earn thy bread from day to day. 
Friends will be thine throughout thy life 
To keep thee ever from want and strife.
She whose jewel now comes in view 
Shall have her dearest wish come true.
Joy will be thine for evermore.
A welcome waits at every door.

Midday Dinner Cornbreads

W HEN THERE is So much corn and not 
enough wheat, it is worth while to learn to 
eat cornbread the American woman serves. 

She may make her dinner conrbread plain or 
make it with eggs, but if she wants to ereate a 
cornbread appetite in her family, she should make 
it of fresh unbolted meal and make it crisp and 
golden brown.

C o r n  P o n e s
Two cups white meal, two cups buttermilk, half 

teaspoonful soda, teaspoonful salt, tablespoon melt­
ed fat.

Put fat in biscuit tin or iron griddle on top of 
the stove. While it is heating, sift meal and add 
salt. Stir soda into the buttter-milk, mixing thor­
oughly. When froth‘ns reaches its height, pour 
milk into meal and stir together. Add the smok­
ing hot fat. The mixture should be a very stiff 
batter. If too thick, more milk or water may be 
added. Drop from spoon in small oblong cakes in. 
the hot pan. Leave the pan on top of the stove 
until the bread begins to rise, then cook in mod­
erately hot oven. The crust of the cornbread 
should be thick, crisp and golden brown.

Cornmeal Sticks
Two and one-half cups cornmeal, half cup flour, 

teaspoon soda, teaspoon salt, teaspoon baking pow­
der, 1 egg, 2 cups buttermilk, 1 cup sweet milk.

Sift meal, flour and baking powder together. 
Add salt. Stir soda into the buttermilk until 
thoroughly dissolved, and while milk is frothing 
vigorously, mix with meal and flour. Add sweet 
milk. Beat thoroughly and add well-beaten egg- 
Have ready irons well greased and very hot. Flour 
mixture in at once and bake in quick oven until 
crisp brown.
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Hawaii has 14 volcanic cratèrs.
*  *  #

Canton, Ohio, workhouse ihmates are 
knitting for soldiers.

*  *  # • "*■,
Peru was the first country to add in­

struction in aviation to its public School 
curriculurt.

*  *  *
* .¿'United States hag added twenty thou­
sand pérsons to Washington Department 
payrolls on account of the war.

# # #
European factories each week make

about sixteen million pounds of artificial 
butter with- cocoanut oil as à base.

* • #
John McCormack, - foremost tenor of 

Am erica,w ill sing around the United 
States until he has raised $100,000 for 
the Red Cross.

# #  #
In order to conserve coal, Washing­

ton, T>. C., has ordered tw o, “ lightless 
nights’ ’ every week in which all street 
signs, lights in stores riot opened, except 
such as are necessary for protection of 
safes, will be turned off and only Street 
lights turned on. Detroit is co-operat­
ing* in this matter also,, and is observing 
to a large extent, “lightless nights”
every night.

*  # #
Congress in its present session, will 

be asked to obtain more of Niagara’s 
power to Kelp make war- munitions. In 
order to do this, it will be necessary to 
amend thé British treaty with the Unit­
ed States, Known as the “Britten Bill” 
passed a year and a half ago in which 
the horsepower allowed ' the United 
States was reduced to 160.000 while Can­
ada was allowed 700,000 horsepower 
It is stated that millions of horse­
power are now going to waste, and the 
United States wiir be urged to develope 
this waterpower as Canada has done.
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U P - T O - D A T E  F A S H I O N S  
i  This begins a new feature which I g 
I know will interest every wonam who § 
H reads this magazine. The old poems g 
g tell us that we can live without every- 1 
g thing but cooks. How does it run? i  
s Anyway it ends: “Who can live with- É 
g out dining?’’ We’ll paraphrase it, and a 
g say : “Who can live without dress- g 
Ü ing?” Not we women, at any rate, g 
g and most of us couldn’t live happily g 
g without sewing either. g
g Numbered 8575, the little dressing g 
ü sacque, of “matinee” as it is called, g 
g and the cap, would make a pleasing g 
g  addition to the bride’s trousseau. T his  g 
g comes in sizes 34, 38, and 42 inches g 
= bust measure. The sacque is in one g 
g piece, with graceful points at the sides g 
g and on the sleeves. The cap may be g 
g made to correspond.
g Even those of us-wrio have not the 1 
I  c e '.rage to sew for ourselves indulge I 
s  in the art for our small children. At I  
a the price of readymade children’s g 
§i clothes we find it pays. The child’s s  
¡¡ dress numbered 8584 is cut in one piece I 
§j and comès in sizes 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10 I 
§ years. It is made with panels at the g 
§ front and back and the sleeves may g 
i  be long or short. The neck may be f  
§ finished with or without the collar, but i  
g I would never think of leaving the co l-1 
= lar oft would you?
I  A very pretty style indeed for the i  
g misses or small woman is that num-1 
1 bered 8570. It comes in sizes 2, 4, 6, ¡¡ 
I  8  and 10 years. The waist has the-i 
i  Russian side closing, and the two-gcuv§ 
1 ed skirt is gathered all around to the i  
¡¡ Slightly raised waisfline.
= These patterns are only ten cents = 
§ each. We have been careful in choos- I  
f§ ing them, and I know you will all be 1 

‘I  pleased with them.
= Any suggestions as to color or m a-1 
I  terials will be gladly answered through & 
Ü these columns. 1
s Address* Fashion Department, Mich- g 
s  igan Business Farming, Mt. Clemens, s 
g Michigan.
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J. L. 'Patton urges Pennsylvania to 
aid farmers in early spring plowing.* * *

Government roans to farmers in Oct- 
tober amounted to $7,374,044, practically 
douhle the" amount paid out during the 
previous mohth. Applications for loans 
in the twelve federal banks total $193,- 
250,945.,/ • • r

An increase of ten cents per hundred 
pounds on beet sugar has been authoriz­
ed by the Food Administration in order 
to put this sugar on a level with cane 
sugar, 'This should not affect the retail 
price, however.

# # #
Within the last month 77,500,000 one- 

cent pieces have been coined to relieve 
the penny shortage caused by war taxes. 
Demand for small coins for holiday shop­
pers has been anticipated by the coin-- 
age , of 18,700,000 diriies and 11 friilHon 
nickels

*  * *  v
After much hesitancy and against 

the wishrih of its officers, the Carnegie 
Steel Company has acceded to urgent: 
requests of the navy department to
take over arid operate the Alloy Steel 
Forging Company, of Carnegie, Pa, This 
is the first instance known where gov­
ernment has taken over a plant Tor op* 
eration by itself or agents.

# *  *

Henry Ford has notified France that 
that country could have 12 thousand 
Ford tractors. He is now pushing an 
order of six thousand for England 
and these and the French supply will 
be delivered before the demand for Amer­
ica is met. All Ford tractors are now 
being constructed with fittings to create 
their own light for night work. Test 
of"these tractors will be made in the south 
during the winter months • * *

Land along the old * Illinois and Michi­
gan Canal that is being seized by equat­
ors and is worth ten thousand dollars an 
acre according to valuations placed by 
real estate men acquainted with south­
west side, property, states the Chicago 
Journal. They estimate that the filled- 
in land in the 60 foot channel and the 

^ninety foot strip on each side will aver­
age about 33 acres per mile, making it 
possible to greatly increase the popula­
tion in this region.

# *  *
Another payment of 25 million dollars 

has been made to Italy on her. credit of 
500 million dollars, bringing the amount 
actually paid on this credit up to date 
320 million dollars.

*  *  *

A new coal mining tract has been 
opened in the Matanuska field, Alaska, 
and the government has extended its
tract to a point nearby and hopes to be
able by next summer to mine enough to 
supply the Pacific coast and the navy. 
Applications for lease are being receiv­
ed at the present time.

R A ISE  MORE S H E E P ;
H E LP CLOTHE T H E  AR M Y

Like a Thief in the Night
—an over-heated exhaust pipe, a “ back”  explosion, and your car ignites. There is 
no chance to save it—too much gasoline and oil around. The car goes up ln 
smoke, and then what? No automohile owner can afford to take the chance of his 
car burning on the road or in the garage when he can buy

CITIZENS MUTUAL FIRE, THEFT 
AND LIABILITY INSURANCE

at so low a cost to you.

Tell us what car you own on a postal today! ; ,

$ 6 5 ,0 0 0
C A SH

A SSE T S

2 8 ,4 0 0
MEMBERS

30 0  
Claim s Paid.

$ 1.00 
for Policy 
25c. per H . P.

W m . E. R O B B , S ec’y
CITIZENS MUTUAL AUTO INS. CO.,

H ow ell, M ichigan

The wool from twenty sheep is used 
to make the clothing and other equip­
ment of one soldipr.

Six farms out of every seven in the 
United States have no sheep.

Sheep can be produced profitably on 
almost every farm.

What about your farm? If you keep 
twenty sheep you are outfitting one 
soldier yho is risking his life for your 
freedom. If you have a flock of 200 
sheep you will clothe ten men who are 
fighting in France. And if you have 
no sheep you are failing to do all that 
is in your power ta«help win the war.

Get some sheep.
They make both meat and wool— 

and both are badly needed. By proper 
management they can be produced on 
the average farm without entailing a 
reduction of other livestock, and with­
out interfering with any other agri­
cultural plans.

More than the entire wool produc­
tion of the United States will be used 
for our armies. Where will we get 
the wool to make clothes for the ci­
vilians? Every ship is needed to trans­
port men and supplies from America 
to Europe. Unless the necessity is ex­
treme we can’t spare ships for long 
voyages to Australia, South Africa 
and South America to get wool. Fur­
thermore, those countries have not in­
creased their production. The prob­
lem must be solved by the production 
of more sheep on farms throughout 
the United States. We'must produce 
our wool at home instead of hauling 
it from the other side of the world. 
We can do that if the six farms out of 
seven that have not kept sheep will 
begin to build up flocks in proportion 
to the size of the farm—at the ratio 
of one sheep to each three acres. We 
can do it if you will put some sheep 
on your /arm.

You will be helping produce cloth­
ing and meat for our soldiers and for 
yourself. You will be helping win the 
war. You will be making more money 
from your farm.

Sheep, in proportion to the value of 
their products, are produced more 
economically on the farm than “ any 
other live stock; the feed and labor 
requirements are less. They fit in with 
practically every kind of farming; get 
much of their subsistence from „for­
age, from grazing weeds and grass 
that would not support other stock. 
They eat almost no feed that has a 
value as human food, and need less 
grain than other animals. They add 
materially to the farm re /enue but 
add very little, relatively, to the farm 
expenses.

Since 1914 wool and mutton prices 
have doubled and some grades of wool 
have trebled. Those who are in close 
touch with the sheep industry believe 
that attractive prices will continue. 
During the war over-production seems 
impossible.

The United States now has 1,200,000 
fewer sheep than in 1914. Our pro­
duction of wool has steadily declined 
since 1910, when it was 321,326,750 
pounds, to 290,192,000 pounds in 1914,
288.490.000 pounds in 1916 and 2S5.-
573.000 pounds in 1917. But while 
our product’ on decreased our manu­
facturing consumption increased from 
550:356,525 pounds in 1914 to 737,679,- 
924 pounds in 1916. In 1917 the 
amount manufactured will be even 
larger, and it seems certain that it 
will continue to increase during the 
war.

The difference between the amounts 
we produced and manufactured rep­
resents our wool importations from 
other countries. We have gotten in­
to the habit of using a great deal more 
wool than we produced—we’d just 
send over to Australia or South Amer­
ica or perhaps somewhere in Asia and 
get what we needed. But the ship 
shortage now interferes with that un­
economic arrangement—which, in the 
long run will be a very valuable 
thing for America. FTesent war ne­
cessities will teach us the lesson we 
would have had to learn at some time
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—to establish sheep production per­
manently as a part of general Amer­
ican agriculture.

E X P E R T S TO S A V E  L IF E  
OF FAM OUS C A LIF . TR E E

A battle for the live of Southern 
California’s most famous tree began 
last week with the most noted citrus 
culture experts of the world on the 
firing line. After bearing the first 
navel oranges ever grown in the Unit­
ed States and being parent to groves 
producing $67,600,000 in choice fruit 
annually, the tree at the head of Mag­
nolia avenue in Riverside is believed 
to be dying. A. D. Shamel, of the 
United States experiment station, Dr. 
H. J. Webber, of the .University of 
California horticultural department, 
and consulting experts are making 
every effort to diagnose the disease 
that threatens death to the pioneer 
among millions of citrus trees now 
spread over the state.

The tree was planted in 1873 by Mrs. 
C. L. Tibbetts, who obtained it from 
the government horticultural gardens 
at Washington. It came originally 
from Bahia, Brazil. The variety of 
fruit was named Washington Navel, 
in honor of the national capitol.
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MILK CHIEFS 
“ DESPERADOES”

Illinois “ Sleuth”  and Prosecutor 
Declares lie  W ill Round Up 

Villainous Farmers Who 
Dare to Protect Rights

Mister Hoyne, the Illinois? State At­
torney and prosecutor,^—your pardon, 
—persecutor, is a regular fire-eater. 
He’s a brave man, too. For the last 
three months he has been on the trail 
of a hand of “desperadoes” , as Mis­
ter Hoyne has just characterized the 
Illinois milk producers, in his most 
recent denunciatory remarks on the 
clash between the farmers and the 
Chicago distributors.

“ This gang of desperadoes” have 
not only violated the conspiracy laws 
of the state and nation, hut have al­
so been guilty of violence the de­
struction of property, and have threat­
ened to take life. The great army of 
Chicago milk sellers, (poor fellows) 
have gone unrepresented except for 
my office at the hearings of the price 
inquiry commission.”  So says Mr. 
Hoyne

December 20th, 1917 

D^ar friends of the farmer: . ,
I take "several farm papers but there isn’t a one . 

of them that can compare with yours. I don’t be­
lieve there is a farm paper in the United States 
that’s trying any harder to help the farmer than M. 
B. F. I have received just four copies of the'paper 
and I consider they alone were worth the dollar I 
have paid for a year’s subscription. We couldn’t 
get along without the paper now.

The farmer who doesn’t read M. B. F. cannot 
realize what he is missing. It ought to ^ e  in every 
farm home in Michigan, and I for one, will help 
put it there. I notice you are going to have a 
Booster Day. Well, you can bank on me to send 
you in five new subs, and more if I get the time.

With best wishes for a prosperous new year,
I  remain,

Your friend,
HARRY CLINTON,

Eaton County.

N ext w eek M onday, D ecem ber 
31st., tells the story!

W e  asked fo r 1 0 ,0 0 0  new  
nam es, to be sent, if possible before  
19 1 8 . Did Y O U  send Y O U R  share?

If not, there is still tim e to get 
one, tw o, or m o re o f your neighbors 
to hand you  a d o llar, or te ll you  
when they will send it for M ichigan  
Business Farm ing!

If the gentleman from Illinois con- 
t’nues much longer in the above er­
ratic and libelous fashion, those whom 
be charges with having threatened to 
take life, should take him out some 
dark night along the lake shore and 
give his shivering bones a protecting 
coat of tar and feathers.

If the State Attorney is trying to 
curry public favor, it shouldn’t be 
necessary for him to trump up charg­
es against the farmers; there’s plen­
ty of actual vice conditions right in the 
heart of Chicago that need investi­
gating mighty bad, and then there’s 
the packing companies as well. Why 
not go after big game, Mister Hoyne, 
instead of trailing the poor farmer 
who is fighting for his bread and 
butter? Or maybe you are not equip- 

to handle the big fellows. How 
about it?

Can it be done? Can we multiply the fighting force of Michigan business farmers by ten thous- 
sand in a single day?— From every corner of this great peninsular state have come the letters— the 
response that says “ yes! you set the day and we will show what the farmers of Michigan can do 
for a proposition they believe in !

W ill you do your share—Lwe know you will— W e know we can count on every loyal supporter of 
this paper and the principles it represents— for after all a publication is not just so much white paper 
and black ink— at least, we know you will agree this weekly it not*

Michigan Business Farming is more than a paper— it is a living, breathing movement among 
the farmers of one great state in this Union to get honest prices for what they have to sell—to get 
part of the war-time prices which are being paid for what they raise— to be represented as a body 
at every council which concerns the farming interests and to have behind them a force in numbers 
so powerful that they can demand, not beg for that which is their rightful share!

So when you go over-the-top for Michigan Business Farming between the hour you read this 
and the night you mail 'in  your report, you work not alone that your neighbor may receive 
the same benefits as yourself, but that he, enlisted in a common cause with you, will help YOU get 
jvhat you are striving for!

D O W A G IA C  GLEANERS OP­
POSE GRADING M ETHODS

Every business farmer and farmer’s wife in the state of Michigan are vitally concerned in the 
successful growth of this weekly and the cause it represents as you, yourself. They are as anxious 
to lend their hand—to help with their bit and therein lies the great secret of this Booster’s Day!

Unanimously opposing the present 
methods adopted in Michigan by the 
shippers in grading potatoes for mar­
ket, over 60 members of Cushing Ar­
bor of Gleaners and farmers general­
ly met at the Silver Creek town hall 
and discussed the situation and meas­
ures to change it, according to the 
Dow agiac  News.

Men from all parts of the township, 
and especially potato growers, were 
present and voiced their protest 
against it, and so earnest did they be­
come that every farmer present show­
ed by a rising vote that he was ready 
and willing to pledge himself to not 
sell a potato under this method.

This was the most enthusiastic 
meeting of farmers ever held in Silver 
Creek township. They were convinced 
in their own minds of the unfairness 
of the grades, and many cases were 

to show that the potato growers 
of Michigan were being discriminated 
against, as the markets were not offer­
ing graded stock.

It was cited that buyers in nearby 
towns were buying potatoes graded 
over but one screen, and local buyers 
came in for censure for the extra 
grading. There was not a farmer 
present who opposed a fair grade, or 
who objected to sorting his stock, but 
they refused to sell under the double 
grading. .system.

A V E R A G E  M ICH. PRICES  
W E E K  ENDING DEC. 22.

 ̂ Wheat, $1.99; hay, $19.68; potatoes, 
per cwt., $1.25 2-3; rye, $1.63; oats, 
$.70; butter, $.43 1-2; hens, $.15; eggs, 
$.44.

W e ask YOU to show this copy of your wekly to every neighbor within riding or driving dis­
tance of your home! Tell them what we— and this includes you who already have lent your support 
— are trying to accomplish. Ho win these few months we have sh^wn up how badly Michigan need­
ed a real publication, around which all the farmers of the state, irrespective of thfeir creed, organiza­
tion or local interests could rally! What this kind of a paper is going to mean to every farmer in 
Michigan in dollars and cents!

You know what you like in M. B. F .— now tell, your neighbors, for they want what you want and 
they will thank you for telling them!

Surely we do not ask that any business farmer or his wife should appear as a canvasser— you 
are not asked to act as our agent— we ask only in the name of the farmer’s cause that you secure pne, 
five, ten volunteers from among your neighboring farms who will in turn help furnish the ammuni­
tion for Michigan Business Farming!

W e set the price at a dollar for a year, so that every farmer, rich or poor, can afford to take it 
and profit by i t ! The dollar a year will hardly more than cover the bare cost of paper and printing 
of the 52 issues, but we’ve dedicated the largest

8 magazine press in Michigan to the farmers’ cause 
and supplied with your ammunition in the 
shape of dollar-subscriptions it becomes a giant 
Howitzer-in the defense of your rights.

In this December 22nd issue, an envelope is 
enclosed which you are to return with your re­
port a week Trom Monday night. How many 
names can you be proud to have enlisted in this 
cause ? We ask only that you do your best!

! B O O S T E R  D A Y  C O U P O N ^
(Pin this to your report mailed if possible before 1918) !

* MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING, »
Mt. Clemens, Mich.

| I’ve gone over the top for M. B. F. and the cause it 
I represents!

Enclosed find check, or money-order or currency to I
Pin this to Your report, mail it if 

possible in M onday nights mail, if not I 
mail it sometime during the w eek o f |

Monday, December 31st., 1917 I

amount of $ ........... ., in ’ payment of .......................... ..

subscribers whose-names I have marked paid, a lso .. . . . '  
subscribers who have promised to send you One Dollar 
each on the dates noted. -

(P. S.—It any farmer you call on for any reason de­
sires to pay later, 30, 60 or 90 days, simply have him 
write— “I want M. B. P. and I’U send yon One DoUar on
or before .............................. . . . . . . ” you ean send his name .
so he wUl start receiving: the paper rig:ht away and be | 
can send his dollar later direct to this office.) .

Booster• ? 7. ; « . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . »

P. O. . . . . . . .  i ......................... R.F,D. N p*. . . .  i S f

County.. ................................. ....... State . . . . . . . . . .
(We will send each subscriber a receipt from this office)

U


