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POTATO EXPERT “ CON- 
S1DERS”  GRADE REVISION

Th'bie LargeJ?\Respoii£iftifl for Putting Grades 
into Effect This Year Asked to Recom­

mend Measures to Save Farmers 
From Huge Loss

Ever since the. present grading rules were put 
into effect in-Michigan, without the consent or coun­
sel of the growers, this publication has made repeat-' 
ed attempts to fix the responsibility and place the 
blame for the deplorable consequences that ~have 
fol^wed their compulsory observance in this state 
and their almost total disregard in other states. 
Investigations completed some time ago lead us to 
believe that those itt' authority at ̂ Washington were 
not so much to blame as certain individuals more 
closely affiliated with the growers, who found the 
present a good opportunity to test certain pet 
theories at the expense of the growers.

Our first letter of protest on this matter was ad­
dressed to Mr. Lou D. Sweet, chairman of the potato 
committee, who advised us to confer with Prof. C. 
W. Wald of the Extension department at East Lan­
sing. Our second letter of'protest was addressed to 
Mr. E. P. Miller of the potato committee, who like­
wise advised us to confer with Prof. Waidi stating 
that Mr. Waid had been endeavoring for several 
years to secure better grading in this state. Letters 
received from both the president and secretary of 
the Wisconsin Potato Growers’ Ass’n, written at the 
instance of Mr. Miller, also suggested that we talk 
the matter over with Prof. Waid. Apparently, Prof. 
Waid knew more about potato grading than any other 
individual connected with the proposition, and so 
we got in touch at last with Prof. Waid.

Before proceeding further we feel it is no more 
than fair fo rd s  to state that we believe Prof. C. W. 
Waid to be doing a splendid work in behalf of 
Michigan’s potato »industry. We believe his untir­
ing efforts to secure eradication of potato diseases, 
and to improve the quality and increase the yield 
in the state, is producing results, and that his un­
selfish work along these lines should be encouraged. 
But when he attempts to decide matters of vital con­
cern to the growers, without beiflg so instructed by 
them, he far oversteps his authority.

4> * * .
The scene opens in a room at the Tuller Hotel, 

Detroit! The time is Saturday forenoon, Jan.-5th. 
Present: Prof, C. W. Waid, potato expert of the ex­
tension department of the M. A. C.; I. R. Waterbury, 
member of the State Board of Agriculture and ed­
itor of a state farm paper; and F. A. Lord, editor of 
M ich ig an  B u sin ess  F arm in g . The conference was 
held thru the fourtesy of Prof. Waid at the sugges­
tion of this ^publication. Mr. Waterbury, who as a 
member of the Board of Agriculture, has more or 
less influence over the actions of 
the men affiliated with the college 
and extension department, was 
present at Prof. Waid’S' invitation.

The purpose of the Interview was 
-to discover, if possible, the party 
or parties upon whom the responsi­
bility of putting the potato grades 
into effect rested, and with whom 
the power to remove them lie. We 
sought to secure this information 
thru a series of questions.^ The 
questions and answers are substan­
tially as follows: .

' “ Do you. know, Mr. Waid, who 
was responsible for putting the po- 

’ tato grading rules‘ into effect this 
year?” ; ^ '

“The Food Administration. A 
meeting was held at Washington 
early last spring to which repre­

sentatives of growers’ organizations were invited, and 
the matter was discussed. It was . the unanimous 
opinion of all present that the potato grades should 

i be put into effect this year.”  :
“ Is it not a fact that"Michigan and Wisconsin 

are the only two states in the union in which the 
grading rules have been made compulsory?”

“To a certain extent, yes. I understand that most 
of the States are grading potatoes, but not as gener­
ally or effectively as in Michigan and Wisconsin,”

“ Is it not a. fact, Mr. Waid, that Mr. E. P. Miller, 
of the Food Administration, organized the Michigan 
Potato Shippers’ Ass’n and the Wisconsin Shippers’ 
Ass’n last spring for the express purpose of securing 
the co-operation of the shippers in putting the grading 
rules into effect? Isn’t it also true that he found 
this comparatively easy to do because he was in clos­
er" touch with the shippers of these two states than 
with those of other states?” '

“The reason that the shippers of Michigan and 
Wisconsin vwere organized,” replied Mr. Waid, "was 
because these two states were considered representa­
tive states and it was felt that if the grading was

Dealers Mix Potatoes
I have some news for you on the potato | 

H grading. A farmer who was in the ware- j§ 
’ I ; house at Bellaire saw a load of potatoes fj
1 graded and when the farmer who sold the i
I  potatoes drove away, the warehouse man §
| took the No.; 2 grade and threw them all I
f  over the No. 1 potatoes in the car. Now 1
I  if that is not robbery, . I don’t know what |
I  is. Do they all do that?— O. E. W., Central §
“g Lake, Mich.,
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made compulsory here, other states would fall in 
line.”

“May I ask, Mr, Lord,”  interrupted Mr. Water­
bury at about this juncture, “what is the object of 
this catechism. Don’t'you think- that it is our pat­
riotic duty tp all turn in and help encourage in­
creased production instead of doing anything that 
will keep the farmers from producing all they can 
another year? What is to be accomplished by stir­
ring them up On this grading proposition?”

“Mr. Waterbury, I am amazed that you, a member 
of the Board of Agriculture, and editor of a farm 
paper, do not know the facts in this case or appre­
ciate the great injustice against the farmers of Mich­
igan. I should think that instead of counseling sil­
ence, you would lend your efforts to help remove 
these obnoxious grading rules for the present year, 
and thereby conserve the interests of the farmers.” 

“The interests of the country come first,” replied 
Mr*, Waterbury.

‘W ho' constitutes the ‘country’ ? Don’t you con­
sider the farmers a part of the country, and don’t 
you think their interests shofild be looked after?” 

“We are looking after the farmers’ interests fully 
as much as you, Mr. Lord.”

“That may all be, Mr. Waterbury, but apparently 
. (Continued on page 16)

BEET GROWERS WANT 
TEN DOLLAR MINIMUN

State Association iff Session at Saginaw Declare 
For Fifty-Fifty Division of Sugar Profit 

and Leaves Decision to Food 
Administration
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WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THE WET BEANS?
T IS ‘CONSERVATIVELY estimated that there are a half million j  

bushelff of beans still in the growers’ hands too wet to place upon the I 
market. The drying facilities of the state are not large enough to handle 1 

j  them; already many have started to mould, and unless the beans are dried | 
!  within the next sixty days they will be a total loss. Edward Frensdorf, J 
| acting warden o f Jackson state prison, has been trying to get financial - aid j 
| from thé state to increase the drying and canning facilities of the prison, | 

! f  in order to save some of these beans, but to date without success.
However, one of the largest elevator concerns in the middle west has J 

| asked Michigan Business Farming to co-operate with them in saving these § 
| beans. We are investigating the proposition now; if found practical, we 1 

*! hope to be able to assist in saving bean growers of Michigan several million | 
| dollars. Complete particulars will be given in the January 19th issue.
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Over six hundred sugar beet growers of the state 
gathered at Saginaw last Friday, January 5th, to 
decide what prices they should have for their sugar 
beets the coming year. The following recommenda­
tions were offered by State Market Director Mc­
Bride, and Unanimously adopted:

“The Michigan sugar beet growers recognize the 
national necessity of sugar production at the pres­
ent time, and will go to the limit of acreage for the 
season that all the sugar factories may bave their 
maximum tonnage on the basis that will allow ade­
quate compensation as other crops. At the present 
time sugar beets cannot be produced at a minimum 
of less than $10 per ton; we recognize the necessity 
of an adequate sugar price to be determined by the 
U. S. Food Administration, and with wasteful and 
uneconomic practices in handling the crop, result­
ing from established customs and competition.

We recommend the selection of a commission o f 
sugar beet growers to negotiate with the U. S. Food 
Administration and manufacturers of sugar to secure 
adequate basic prices for sugar and sugar beets.

We recommend that this committee be authorized 
to act immediately and ask that deferral of sugar 
beet contracts for 1918, until this matter is determ­

ined not later than February 1st, or as soon there­
after as possible. In case of adequate provision 
being made for the production of beets that thé 
Michigan sugar beet growers pledge themselves to • 
aid in every way the sugar beet industry.

That the commission also provide ways and means 
for financing the sugar, beet growers’ organization 
and to co-operate with other states in their work to 
stabilize and maintain the sugar beet industry. We 
recommend that the growers contribute 1 cent per 
ton of beets for the maintenance of the Sugar Beet 
Growers’ organization, and the details o f this to be 
worked out by the growers’ committee. We further 
recommend that this provision be made a part of the 1 
contract, and the sum deducted by the sugar cbm -1 
panies for the purpose described.”

The Michigan Sugar Beet Growers' organizatioir- 
found its inception- in the Saginaw Beet Growers* 
Association, vhich was organized several years ago.*-  ̂
Last year the state Grange took the sugar beët 
growers under its wing, and was largely responsi- f  
ble in securing the sliding scale arrangement under 
which the 1917 tonnage will finally be paid for, v iz t ll  
$8.25 per ton (based upon present sugar priceajslf 
This was accomplished partly thru the intervention ! 
of Governor Sleeper, and was partly the result o f a 
resolution introduced in the legislature by a Detroit^! 
representative asking for an examination of the prqf|5fj 
its of the sugar manufacturing industry of the state.

In his report before the annual j  
session, Chairman Ketcham briefly : 
reviewed the work of the past y e a r j l  
claiming no little credit for the or­
ganization for what had beQn ac­
complished for the growers. Ho 
presented figures« from the report 
of the Federal Trade Commission, 
made public last May to show that 
the manufacturers were operating 

a sufficiently wide margin to 
permit their paying a much higher 
price for. beets.

Chairman Ketchajn emphasized 
the point made in Mich ig an  Busi­
ness F arm in g  several weeks ago 
that with a set price on wholesale 
sugar, a sliding scale proposal this 
year was equivalent to a flat rate.

(Continued on page 15)



GLEANERS IN 
BIENNIAL MEET

Delegates From Thirteen * States 
Gather at ̂ Kalamazoo for the 

Eleventh Biennial Session 
of Co-Operative Or­

ganization *
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The eleventh biennial session of 
the Ancient Order of Gleaners opened 
"Wednesday, Jan. 9th, at Kalamazoo, 
With over 600 delegates present from 
tfye thirteen states in which the or­
ganization is now chartered. Men 
of national prominence took part in 
the program, and topics of both state 
and national Import were discussed 
at length.

The Qleaner organization, founded 
twenty-three years ago in Michigan, 
i§ rapidly extendihg its influence into 
Other states, and predictions are free­
ly made that in less than another de­
cade the organization will have estab­
lished its branches in every state in 
the Union. Thè meeting at Kalama­
zoo, held as it was on the very thresh- 
hold of the organization’s greatest 
field Of activity, is looked upon as one 
of the most important in- the organ­

ization 's history.
Mr. Grant Slocum, president of the 

National Gleaner Federation, present­
ed the official address, touching at 
length upon the many important prob­
lems and duties confronting the farm­
ers of the state and nation. He re­
viewed the past work of the order 
and showed step by step how it had 
met first county, and then state needs, 
until its scope had become of national 
importance.

The speaker voiced the gratification 
of the Gleaner organization over a 
splendid advance of the prohibition 
and equal suffrage movements and 
prophesied complete victory of these 
causes in the near future. The ad­
vantages and defects of the parcel 
post were clearly explained, and the 
speaker voiced his regret that there 
seemed to be no satisfactory way in 
which producer and consumer could 
utilize this convenient mode of trade 
to advantage at the present time. The 
rural credits act, and government own­
ership of railroads, telegraphs and tel­
ephones were also favorably discussed.

Turning then to the specific needs 
of this state, President Slocum ad­
vocated the commission form of gov­
ernment for the state; the substitution 
of the site tax system for the present 
system of taxation which levies 
against personal property as heavily 
as against real estate; Torrens sys­
tem of land transfers; increased taxes 
on mine products; and co-operative 
selling of farm products thru co-oper­
atively owned marketing organiza­
tions. The speaker paid a merited 
tribute to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, much of the work of 
which is in charge of Assistant Sec­
retary Carl C. Vrooman, a staunch 
friend of the farmers, and a far-see­
ing business man.

Criticisms were directed at the 
State Marketing department, and at­
tention called to the fact that despite 
the length of time the organization 
had been in existence, only a single 
successful co-operative enterprise had 
been established along linei suggest­
ed by the department.

The speaker urged that something 
be done at once to define the duties of 
the marketing department, and either 
make it an instrument of value to £he 
farmers or else prevent it from ob­
structing the co-operative efforts start- 
ing'with the farmers.

By far the most important recom­
mendation made by Mr. Slocum was

Bronson, Mich., Dec. 27, 1917
M ich igan  B u sin e ss . F arm in g ,

Mt. Clemens, Mich.
Sirs:—through the courtesy of some of my friends I have 

been receiving your paper for some time and wish to have it con­
tinued. I am enclosing one dollar to pay for it one year. I cer­
tainly think it one of the best papers published for the farmer.

I can’t help but think the farmer is getting it coming and 
going.-

Very respectfully,
FRANK COWARD."

that the Government fix minimum 
prices on -the leading farm crops, and 
he ê^ve many excellent _reasons why 
this should be done and suggested a 
plan of action.

An appeal was made to all Gleaners 
to continue the splendid co-operatioit“ 
they had given thé Government in fi­
nancing the war. He urged them to 
buy liberally of Liberty bonds and 
thrift stamps, and lend everÿ effort to 
help win the war. Jn this connection 
he advocated a greater tax upon 
wealth.

“Let me add,” concluded President 
Slocum, “ that the men and women of 
this nation have a great work to do. 
We are nearing a period of reconstruc­
tion and all should have a part in the 
work. We must put personal ambi­
tion and selfish desires aside, and do ' 
our best for God, home and Native 
land.' ‘Co-Operation’ means working 
together for a common end ; and let 
that common end for which we are 
striving be for the preservation of a 
government ‘of th° people, by the peo­
ple and for the people.’ ”

for cash, to the highest bidder, at 
Catop Custer, Michigan, on Wednes­
day, January 30th, 1918, at 2:00 p.m, 
fhe following quartermaster • property, 
viz: 245875 lbs. Oats.. These oats are 
slightly damaged by water but have 
considerable value for feed for hogs, 
chickens^ etc. Sale will begin prompt­
ly a t '2:00 o’clock p. m. and bidders 
are requested to bring sufficient cash, 
as checks will not be accepted. M. M. 
Garrett, Major Quartermaster Corps, 
Camp Quartermaster.” ,

MICHIGAN BEANS ARE 
ALWAYS IN GOOD DEMAND

AUCTION SALE OF DAM­
A G E D  OATS AT CUSTER

F. M-, an Elberta subscriber writes 
as follows:

“ It is reported here that there are 
thousands of bushels of oats stacked 
up there in piles that have been dam­
aged by rain and lots of hay damaged 
by water on account of a fire. Could 
you look this matter up and see if it 
could be purchased direct from the 
government. We could use it for cow 
feed if we could buy it for what it is 
worth.”

We referred the matter to the com­
manding officer at Camp Custer and 
have received in response the follow­
ing notice:

“Notice of Auction Sale at Cpmp 
Custer, Michigan, Under the provis- 

■ ions of paragraph 680 Army Regula­
tions, 1913, and approved Inventory, 
and Inspection Report dated Decem­
ber 29th," 1917, the Camp Quartermast­
er, Camp Ci’ ster, Michigan, will sell

A state bean authority is reported 
as having recently made the statement 
that the government was not In the 
market for Michigan beans, because it 
could buy the western and Manchur­
ian beans at a lower figure.

“What keeps the price Of Michigan 
beans up,” says this authority, “ is 
that certain trade demands them. For 
instance, I shipped only a few days 
ago three cars of beans to Heinz at 
Pittsburg. ' He wants and will have 
Michigan beans.”
“ We are at last getting nearer to the 

truth about Michigan beans. The at­
tempt of the government to set a 
price of $6.90 on its own purchases of 
Michigan beans because it could buy 
a poorer variety for that amount met 
with such resistençe from the growers 
that the purchase of beans in this state 
was finally abandoned. Altho .the 
government still has the authority if 
it so desires to come into Michigan at 
any time and buy "beans, it is not thot 
that it will do so. Therefore, the 
Michigan price will depend largely 
upon the prevailing market prices.

It is true that there is no other bean 
grown that compares with the quality 
of the Michigan bean, and canners'will 
have this bean regardless of what they 
have to pay.

The Michigan Milk Prbducers’ As-—- 
sociation desires to Call your'-attention 
to some very important facts.

First—Recently there has been a 
very great increase in the amount of 
milk coming into Detroit! The De­
troit supply has increased over 20 per 
cent. /  - '

Seconds—Consumption ha» decreased
about 15 percent, due-to the following 
reasons:

The United States'Government is ad­
vising the conservation o f  all foods, 
butter, cheese, cream and milk with 
the»rest. * The government has order­
ed the elimination of milk from some 
of the baked goods, such as “bread.

The people of the cities have not ' 
been educated to the food value of milk 
and many think it is too expensive for 
family use at the price fixed by» the 
milk commission. Consequently this 
surplus is growing larger each day.

The Detroit buyers cannot contin­
ue to store great quantities of milk 
in their refrigerators.

Remember that an. over supply, es­
pecially o f a perishable product, is 
a serious menace to any industry.

Another very serious fact is that cer­
tain producers have insisted upon ig­
noring the decision and finding of 
their association and the Detroit Milk 
Commission. . They want to be inde­
pendent and are selling their product 
to a party who is cutting the pri°e 
to a ruinous rate in the city. If this 
continues, it will result in a milk 
slaughter the like of which you w ave 
never seen. The Detroit dealers can­
not continue to pay the commission 
price for milk unless they can sell at 
the commission price. If you ignore 
the commission findings and sell in­
dependently, your losses will be your 
own choosing. We repeat to you again, 
that the producer ^ind buyer who will

I think the paper wilt be a great help 
to the farmer. Push it along by all 
means.— Elizabeth Thompson, Osceola county.

This fine four-horse team is owned hy Peter O. Peterson of Maples City, Mich.

not co-operate, who will not be govern-', 
ed by the commission findings, are 
a serious menace to their own inter­
ests. A stabilized industry is our on­
ly hope in this day of organized co­
operation.

Milk in Detroit today, at the com­
mission price, 14c per Quart, is the 
cheapest food product on. the market, 
but the people do not realize this. You 
have never laid before them the far's 
concerning the food value of milk. 
You have never advertised your pro­
duct.

Other industries organize, advertise 
and co-operate. The farmer, in his 
desire to be independent, wants to go 
alone, and he does this always at his 
own loss.

To relieve the present unfortunate 
condition, every can of milk thit 
can be, should be kept out of Detroit 
market for the next two months.

The Detroit distributors are "now 
making contracts with our AssOcia-^ 
tion, by, which they agree to accept 
no milk except that produced by mem- ' 
bers pf the Michigan Milk Producers' 
Association. We advise all producers 
to sign vihe application and agreement 
of the Michigan Milk Producers' As­
sociation at once.

As. with a lafge surplus on hand, 
it is self-evident^that a date in the» 
near future must be fixed beyond 
which we can no longer ask the De­
troit distributors to accept milk from 
producers who are not members o f our 
associalton. *

(Continued on page 4)
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WASHINGTON, D. C.—Nations hold once more the ' 

jt  hope of peace. For the first time since the beginning of 
EE§ji§p|jL^^ ths war the chief belligerents have made public their , war 

aims and let the whole world know what they« are fighting 
.for. President Wilson tôok the initiative, tho his “terms” 
were clothed in rather vague and uncertain language but 

left no doubjL as to his attitude upon the general propositions involved. Then 
çam elhe Kaiser at the Brest-Litovsk conference, with honeyed words and sub­
terfuges. The German people wanted no indemnities and no anexations; they 

•were willing to let the peoples of the smaller nations now occupied by German 
troops determine for themselves their form of government, but when asked 
bÿ the Bolsheviki to withdraw his troops from -the disputed territory that the 
people, might be left free to assert their voice without coercion, the Kaiser 
balked and refused.^ And the Great Opportunity was lost. »Probably not again 
shall Germany have so promising a time at which to sue for peace. Lastly, 
comes Lloyd George of England, who in a recent/great speech “opened the 
door to an early and permanent, peace if the German nation desired to enter.” 

British premier avoided all generalities and told the specific terms and 
conditions under which the Allies would discuss peace terms. Here they are:

Complete restoration of Belgium.
Reparation as far as possible fo i devastated towns and cities.
Neutralization and '■ internationalization of the Dardanelles.
“Reconsideratipn” of the “great wrong” done to France in 1871—referring 

to Alsace-Lorraine,
¿Establishment of an independent Poland—“comprising all genuinely Polish 

elements, because this is necessary to the stability of western Europe.”
Arabia, Armenia, Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine—all entitled to separate 

Rational conditions.
Russia—the British ’ statesman left the future to decision of the Russian 

people themselves'
• > - Inhabitants of Germany’s African colonies to be “placed under an admin­

istration acceptable to themselves to prevent exploitation for the benefit of 
European capitalists and of European governments.”

A great wave of confidence now sweeps the Allied nations. Germany has 
already shown her desire for an early peace, but her selfish ambitions yet 
blind her to all justice and to the peril she is in. But the German people are 
awakening; peace promises have not materialized, and the German people want 
peace quickly. At the same time, the recent utterances of the Allied govern­
ments have cemnted the confidences of the people, and the Allied forces now 
gather their resources for a great united campaign against the central powers. 
If Germany weakens from interior influences which now seems probable, she 
will fall before the impregnable offensive of the Allies. That is the hope and 
prediction of the day.

:  ̂ ’ • ' ■ ■ * * *• *
The Allied governments are expected to'recognize the Bolsheviki within the 

near future. The refusal of 'Foreign Minister Trotsky to swallow the bait 
prepared by -the German. Kaiser and his subsequent demands for a genuine 
democratic peace and the right of smaller nations to determine their own form 
of government, hàs given the lie to the insinuation that the Bolsheviki leaders 
were in the pay of the German government, and show that they may be trusted 
to direct the destinies of thé Russian people in the present emergency. Amer­
ican agents in Russia hkve recently admonished this government, to be very 
careful in its treatment of the Lenine representatives as the Lenine govern­
ment has a much stronger hold upon the Russian people than generally supposed.

4c * * *
As a preliminary step in the government’s operation of the railroads, the 

railway executives have beeq asked to submit a statement showing amount of 
capital required for the operation of their lines for the first six months of the 
year. They are required to show in detail whatvthis money is to be expended 
for, and were asked to indicate what construction work they had under way 
could be stopped without detriment. This information will give Uncle Sam 
some idea* no doubt, of the immense amount of money involved- in the railroad 
business, and show him what a stupendous job he has got into. Director Gener­
al McAdoo has notified all roads of new demurrage rates to ta}te effect Jan. 1st, 
on all lines. /They are $2 a car for the first day after the first two free days;
$4 for the secondday;and$l additional for each succeeding day until the charge 
per daÿ reaches $10.

« S i

bonds. All in all, Miss Gankin seems 
"to be deporting herself quite capably, 
and is making splendid progress for 
a novice. She professes to be .. trifle 
lonesome among so many of the stern­
er sex, but if the equal suffrage 
amendment^ carries Miss Rankin will 
have company of her own sex in the 
next Congress.

URGES ESTABLISHING OF 
COMMUNITY MILK PLANTS

“The more I study the milk prob­
lem,”  said E. S. Brigham, Vermont 
commissioner of agriculture, in a re­
ceipt address before the Wisconsin 
Dairymen’s Association, “the more I 
am convinced the foundation of suc­
cess lies in the co-operation of dairy­
men of a local community in owning 
a community milkplant.

“This is the time when business is 
done in large units. The farmer who 
has thirty or forty cows may be the 
most efficient producer because of the 
personal attention he can give to his 
herd, but he is not the most efficient 
marketer. The product of the indi­
vidual milk producer will make little 
impression in the city market, but 
the product of 100 producers, brought 
together at a central plant located on 
the railroad 'and processed to satis­
fy all health requirements, is a large 
enough unit to command attention in 
any market.

“Again, this is a time when an arti­
cle, to be readily marketable, must be 
of standard quality, so that it will 
pass rapidly through the channels of 
trade. Our problem is to make stan- 
rard dairy products just as available 
as standard oil, or any other standard­
ized commodity, the quality of which 
no consumer questions. A dairy com­
modity which will take the necessary 
steps to bring together at a central 
plant a marketable volume of stan­
dard milk ha« practically solved its 
market problem.” Which remarks aro 
in direct line with M. B. F. argument 
on Jhe same subject.

An Illinois farm paper recently 
made the statement that it was the 
first farm paper to publ sh a summary 
o f the new draft rules and regulations 
approved by the President in October. 
The paper in question published the 
article on November 3rd and was not 
therefore, the FIRST farm paper to 
use it, as M. B. F. carried the sum­
mary of the rules under its Washing­
ton letter on October 27th. However, 
we shall forgive our contemporary 
The Prairie Farmer—for it’s one of 
the few farm papers which we believe 
is really fighting the farmers’ battles.

As this is written plans are being 
made by the suffrage leaders to force 

■ a vote Thursday, the 10th, on the wom­
an suffrage amendment. The result is 
in doubt, both sides predicting a very 
close vote.  ̂ * * *

Next Tuesday the Senate privileges 
and elections committee will resume 
the heading on Senator LaFollette’s 
alleged disloyal, utterances during his i 
address before the Non-Partisan 
League at St. Paul last fall. Wm. 
Jennings Bryan will be a witness, and 
will deny, it is understood, the state­
ments made by Sen. LaFollette .regard­
ing Mr. Bryan’s attitude toward war, 
and his remarks about the sinking of 
the Lusitania.

* * *
Representative Jeannette Rankin, 

the lady congress “mail” from Mon­
tana, caused a mild stir, in th$ house ✓ /  
the other day hen §he introduced a 
resolution providing “that this gov­
ernment recognize the right of -Ire­
land to r ical independence and 
4 hat wp account Ireland' am - g those 
countries for whose freedom and 
ocra /  we are fighting.” The reso1"- 
tion was referred to the ' a* '.gn al­
ia  t a  committee, before which M ss 
Rankin will seek a Rearing. Miss 
Rankin also spoke briefly in favor of 
the measure authortzip^ the secretary 
of the treasury to buy farm lo a n »^
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Oasoline 
States has 
70,000,000 barrels

production in the United 
ncreased from 35.000,000 tq> 

year since 1914.

The Government is soon to have an­
nounced the price to be paid producers 
for silver. It is said to be satisfactory 
to them and will in all probability he $1 
per ounce.

Discarded civilian clothing of National 
Army soldiers will be shipped to Belgi­
um for relief of sufferers. - ¿¡»v
' Guatemala city, capital of 'the repub» 

be of Guatemala, Italy, .was completely 
destroyed by an earthquake on Christ» 
mas day. The American Red Cross is rendering aid.

|;;f J

Major General Parker, Camp Custer 
commandant, states that he has but eight 
field guns to train three regiments. of 
artiP »y, while eighty guns are needed 
for the work. The division is also short 
of trench mortarrs. A British officer has 
been detailed for.the work, and he brot 
a number with him when he came from 
France; These mortars have not been de­
livered and there is not a single one avail- ... . 
able. Thé division also needs additional •$& 
machine guns, the number on hand bëing 
inadequate. It is now expected that 17,- 
000 men from Custer will be moved to’ 
Waco, Texas, sometime during February1 
or March. The men will be used to fill 
to war strength a skeleton umt of the 
regular army. It is also expected tljat 
the- men who go to Waco will be .sent to 
France early next fall -to finish their- 
training behind ,the lines. The last 25 . , 
per cent of the first contingent will be 
called to camp early in March.

•  *  *

Latest reports from the Western front 
indicate that unfavorable weather con- > 
ditions have brought a period of compar­
ative quiet. The usual artillery activity 
goes on from day to day but trench raid- : 
ing during the past week has been reduc­
ed to the minimum. The Germans are 
said to be constantly adding reinforce­
ments to their forces there but whether 
or not they contemplate an attack in the. 
near future is a matte.- or conjecture. Thé; ' 
British campaign in the East continues to - 
meet with success and military àuthoKfcJÀ 
ies expect that the Austro-German auth- 1 
orities will soon find it necessary to send 
reinforcements to the Ottomans. There 
is also a great deal of speculation at the 
present time relative to a rumored Austro- 
German drive on Salonica. That this 
drive is an imminent possibility Is real-, 
ized by Allied authorites and all possble: 
steps are beng taken to meet it.

* * •
The Bolsheviki .delegates to the German 

peace conference have returned to Rrest- 
TAtovski, accompanied this time' by Leon 
Trotzky, bolsheviki foreign minister. The 
Russian delegates are endeavoring to have 
the negotiations ‘ carried on at Stockholm , 
or other neutral territory. Turkey has 
also presented her peace terms to Russia, 
the document on its face appearing to be 
a one-sided affair favorable in every way 
to Turkey Germany is reported to have 
temporarily suspended the negotiations 
with Russia owing to their request for a 
Change of location.

/  *  *  ♦

Austro-German efforts in Ita’ y are 
-about at a standstill and the Italians are 
again taking the offiensive along certain 
portions of the line. While the danger 
Venice and the Italian plains has not been 
entirely removed and will not he until the 
invaders are driven hack, still it is gen­
erally felt that the crisis has "passed.

^ —fr o m  all parts of a b u sy ^  
• 1 -  s S f ^ r v y l ^ i ’ l d  J j

The National Food Administration 
;oi,s that. Americans who want to be 
really patriotic and helpful to the Gov­
ernment in the prosecution of the war 
limit the use of sugar to 36 pounds per 
person a year. The French average 16 
pounds per person each year, the ’Eng­
lish 24, while Americans are averag­
ing 80 pounds per person since the war 
eroke out. The French prior to the war 
averaged 64 pounds per person.

* * *

More than 1,250 colored men who 
completed the course at the reserve o f­
ficers’ training camp at Fort Des Mqines. 
Iowa, have been commissioned as offl- 
physiciarts and surgeons have received 
commissions as officers in the Medical 
?a8« aoV0 <--or»s. - A full fighting force of 30.000 colored soldiers, including’ re pro- 
sentafives in all branches of military ser 
vice, will constitute the Ninetysecond 
Division, to be detailed for duty in France under General Pershing. ' r rd-n< e 

* * *
The retail price of milk in England 

has been advanced from 14 to 16 cents 
per quart. The sale and use of cream 
has been prohibited except for invalids 
infants, and butter making. •

* ♦  *

n„ ; ^ te.r ,Ju]y 1st, 1918 all locomotives 
must be equipped with high-power head- 
lights. Engines placed in service after 
that date must be supplied with new lights 
and old engines must be so equipped the 
first day they are placed in the shop, for 
general repairs after that date. V
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SHOULD THE ELEVATORS RETURN *  
Ü ; CULL BEAftS TO THE GROWER
Much-Mooted Question Revived 

This Year Because of Large 
Bean Pick and Farmers 

Ask M. B. F. Opinion 
as to “ Who Owns 

the Culls.’ *
There has heen a great deal of dis­

cussion for years as to whether the 
elevator should return the cull beans 
to the farmer or whether, under the 
Reardon schedule, the elevator pays 
for the beans and is entitled to keep 
thefh.

The question has been agitated this 
year more than ever before-because of 
the unusually large percentage of 
culls. Many farmers are protesting 
-strenuously having ten to 20
pounds of their beans picked out, they 
pay for the picking only to have the 
elevators keep the beans. Here is 
one of a score or more complaints 
that have been laid before us since 
heap harvesting began:

‘‘The elevators bean pick charge 
takes all the profit. Is not that the 
way most of the elevators do, buy on 
the Reardon schedule, deducting price 
o f  beans and 4 cents for hand picking 
them, and some are bold enough to 
say they pay for them.”

M ich igan  B usin ess  F arming  put 
this question straight up to the man­
ager of one of the most successful .cS4 
operative elevators in the state, the 
other day: “ Should the farmers re­
ceive back their cull beans, or else get 
pay for them?”

“Yes,” replied this man,—-and we 
wouldn’t hesitate a moment to accept 
b is opinion.
• “The farmers ought to get paid for 
the*r culls. They never knew it until 
the farmers themselves got into the' 
elevator business. The elevator men 
claim, you know, that*.the culls are., 
practically a dead loss to them. Of 
ctfurse, I'm in the elevator business 
but I don’t mind telling you that one 
o f  our best sources of profit is in the 
cull beans.”

Ask an elevator man this same 
question and what would you get? 
Why, he’d begin at once to talk about 
the “Reardon Schedule" and tell you 
the thing had been all figured out by 
someone and that o f course the ele­
vator ought to have the beans.

We have examined the Reardon 
schedule, but nary a word have we 
■discovered in it about cull beans. As 
near as we can figure out, the only 
Useful purpose the Reardon schedule 
serves is to establish a uniformity of 
prices throughout the state. It effec­
tually removes any temptation what­
soever for any elevator man to pay ' 
more than his competitor for beans 
Of similar pick.

Under the old Reardon schedule, the 
elevator men were sup? osed to dock 
4 cents per pound for picking, but now 
the elevator men claim that the cost 
amounts to about 5 cents per pound. 
Let us suppose that Bill Jones has 
one bushef o f  beans he wants to sell. 
He" lakes them to the elevator. The 
prevailing price, just for Instance, 
you know, is $3 per bushel, or 5 cents 
a pound, and the beans prove to be 
one. pound pickers. By taking out the 
one pound of culls, there are left 59 
pounds of good beans, worth 5 cents a 
pound, or $2.95. But the elevator man 
charges 5 cents a pound for picking, 
a- legitimate charge which he also de­
ducts, pays over to Bill Jones $2.90, 
and Tceeps the culls. Immediately, 
Bill puts up a holler and why should­
n ’t he. He grew the culls, they ori­
ginally belonged to him, and he pays 
the elevator 5 cents for separating 
them from his good beans. The eleva- 
tor buys the good beans but not the 
oplls. He just keeps the culls and says 
nothing-. •* *
. It's as plain as the' nose on your 
face. „When the bean pick is light

the farmers do not care much about 
the cull beans altho by right they be­
long to him. But when the pick is 
heavy the culls are worth considerable 
money as hog feed, and the farmer 
should have them back .by. all means.

The elevators this year are going 
to make some good fat profits out of 
the. farmers’ cull beans unless some­
thing is done to prevent it. Ordinar­
ily, the farmers would have no pro­
tection. The dealers are organized 
and the farmers aren’t. The dealfers 
can indulge in practically whatever 
practices they desire, and thg farmer 
is helpless. But we can promise our 
friends that an attempt will be made, 
at least, to compel elevators to either 
»'ay for the culls they keep or return 
them to the farmer. • . -

MILK PRODUCERS OF
THE DETROIT AREA

(Continued from, page 2)
A very large proportion* of the De­

troit dealers seem disposed to treat 
you fairly, and we are hoping in 
years to come to secure to them a 
a more uniform supply through the 
months of the year, so as to avoid

a serious Surplus and waste at any 
period of the "year. | , i |

It has been and is the policy of the-' 
officers of the Michigan Milk Produc­
ers’ Association to be broad minded 
and  ̂fair in the treatment of the pro-. 
duCer and buyer. . We propose to com 
tinue this policy, for upon such action 
only can hope to stabilize the dairy 
industry in the Detroit area.

And, Tn pursuance of this" thought 
and purpose we fear we will be com­
pelled to change our advice £o the 
farmer.

W e have conscientiously advised in 
the interest of food production and 
soil conservation, the maintenance of 
dairy herds, but we fear that -the best 
way available at the present time to 
avoid serioUs loss, is to follow the ex­
ample of all other successful indus­
tries * and to curtail production until 
a point is reached where the industry 
iS stabilized and put on a paying basis.

We hear much about the farmers’ 
obligation to supply cheap food to the 
poor children of the city, but we hear 
nothing about the city man’s obliga­
tion to^supply cheap shoes or Clothing 
to the children of the country; it 
seems tq us at the present tim e that 
our only available recourse is to be 
interested in our own over-worked 
wives and children, remembering that 
‘ Charity begins at home.”

Trusting for your co-operation, I 
remain,

Very truly yours,
R. C: REED, ■

Field Secretary.WEEKLY AGRICULTURAL DIGEST
INCREASE OF HORSES

IN THE BRITISH ISLES
The effect of the war on the horse 

industry in the British Isles is strik­
ingly shown in figures announced by 
the U. S. Food Administration. The 
number of horses in England and Scot­
land increased slightly from 1916 to 
1917, while Nin Ireland there was a 
smkll decrease.

The figures show a striking increase 
in horses used for . agricultural pur­
poses and a decrease in the number 
used for pleasure and in mercantile 
lines. In 1916 about 1,288,609 horses 
were used for agriculture and in 1917 
the number had increased to 1,320,383, 
which is nearly ! two-thirds of the to­
tal. The number of colts decreased 
considerably, indicating less breeding.

hew crop is estimated at 189,000 acres 
as against 216,000 acres last year,' 
when the crop was 1,250,000 bushels 
short of normal. Although it is one of 
the most important wheat producing 
countries of the southern hemisphere, 
New Zeeland has this year been com-, 
pelled to import 1,5500,000 bushels of 
wheat from Australia. Early in No­
vember the supply of wheat and flour 
in New Zeeland was scarcely enough 
for tWo months’ consumption.

PRICE ON WHEAT BOTH 
MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM

THE CHEAPEST FOODS
ON ENERGY BASIS

Studies of retail prices for food and 
the amount of vital energy obtained 
from d’fferent foods are being made by 
the U. S. Food Administration. The 
last monthly summary, including 57 
commodities, shows that 17 are cheap-- 
er than bread (which is used as a 
convenient basis for comparison) and 
39 are dearer than bread.

Staple foods, which form an energy 
point of view, are relatively cheaper 
than bread, and which American peo­
ple have been urged to use freely, in­
clude corn meal, rye flour, rolled oats; 
hominy grits, corn syrup, rice and 
sweet potatoes.

FOOD FIGURES OF
WORLD-WIDE SCOPE

Owing to difficulties in transporta­
tion from India, Great Britain is suf­
fering from a shortage of cottonseed. 
Oil cake is to be sold only as food for 
dairy cattle and pedigreed cattle. Al­
though the Egyptian crop of cotton­
seed has been bought by the British 
government for distribution in Eng­
land, the general scarcity of cotton­
seed has caused a steady advance in 
oil prices. Many of these prices long 
ago reached the maximum set by the 
Food Controller and a higher schedule 
of prices is expected Soon.

New Zeeland's ̂ heat acreage for the

I would like to know just what the 
outlook for wheat is. I understood 
at the time the government set the 
price that the minimum price would 
be $2.20 at Chicago and if the demand 
for wheat would warrant, it would go 
higher. Now they say the government 
said wheat can’t go any higher than 
$2.20 at Chicago but it can go as low 
as the elevator men want it to. I. don’t 
believe that but would like to know 
thru the Business Farming the truth. 
—M. -B„ Flint.

The government’s price of $2.20 at 
Chicago is both maximum and mini­
mum so far as the farmer is concern­
ed. Any farmer who desire i to secure 
$2.20 for his wheat could do so by 
selling it direct to the government at 
Chicago. He would, however, be 
obliged to bear all the expenses of 
the transaction. It is not true that 
local elevators may pay what they 
see fit for wheat. They are- required 
to pay an amount which equals the 
government’s price, less charges to 
the export market, cost of handling 
use* “ fair practices,” and the govern­
ment has requested that any instance 
of elevator men. figuring excessive 
charges and exhorbitant profits be 
called to their attention. You might" 
advise us what prices your local ele­
vators are paying for No. 2 Red wheat 
and we will tell you whether it is a,„ 
fair price.

Enclosed please find one dollar for my 
subscription to M. B. F. T think your 
paper is the most practical farm paper in 
circulation .1 also think the farmer who 
is not reading it is losing money. I am 
wishing you success the-coming year.—-P. 
W., Charlotte.

W e' think that, the Business Farming is what every business - farmer needs.-— 
Frank Egloff. Isabella county.

RESUME OF I S  
WORLD CROPS

Responsibilities and Opportunities 
of American Farmers Much 

Greater Than at First 
Supposed

AUSTRALIAN WHEAT PROSPECTS 
Due chiefly to the shortage of labor 

at seeding time, the new wheat crop 
in South Australia is estimated at
26.000. 000 bushels as compared with 
last year's crop o f '43,000,000 bushels. 
Harvesting of the new crop has al­
ready commenced. •

Official reports received by the Unit­
ed States Food Administration show
120.000. 000 bushels of Australian old 
wheat still in reserve but rauch is lia­
ble to damage from improper storage, 
nor can it be marketed in Europe be­
cause of insufficient "ships and the 
gfeat distance. This condition pre­
vailing in one of the World's most im­
portant wheat-growing countries in­
creases thq responsibility of the Unit-, 
ed States for producing a large wheal 
crop this year. '
DEPRESSING RUSSIAN CROP REPORT 

Discouraged by low prices and gov­
ernment action on last year’s crops, 
Russian farmers have reduced their 
activity toward food production. The 
acreage is less than last year and crop 
conditions are classed as unfovorable.

FRENCH POTATO PRICES 
Scarcity of food in France has re­

sulted m advanced prices for potatoes 
beginning January 1, 1918, and con­
tinuing to the next harvest. Prices 
to growers range from $2.87 per 100 
pounds, for the fourth quality, to 
$4.76 ” 3r 100 pounds for best quality.

Wholesale dealers are allowed a 
profit of 92 cents and retailers a profit 
of $1.84 per 100 pounds o f potatoes. 
Before the war the total retail price 
paid by consumers ranged from 
$1.56 to- $2.60 per 100 lbs.

SWEDISH CONTROL OF WOOD 
An official report on wool produc­

tion in Sweden states that the average 
wool clip per sheep is 3.3-pounds, The 
owners are allowed to keep only 2.2 
pounds from the’r entire clip for each 
member Of the family. The remain­
der must be delivered to the govern­
ment.^
RECORD CROP VALUES FOR U

Values of 1917 crops in the United 
States based on prices paid farmers 
have exceeded all previous figures. 
Final reports also show that- the fol­
lowing crops have established new 
high production records: Corn, oats, 
rye* white potatoes, tobacco, sweet 
potatoes, beans and onions.

Because of the abundance of the 
foregoing products, -especially corn, 
potatoes, beans and onions, the U. S. 
Food Administration is urging their 
liberal use. An important part c f its 
activities is to keep the public fully 
informed of the amounts and kinds 
of foodstuffs in the country.

What the Neighbors Say!
Bent Farm Paper «*n tlie Market 

I am sending you my dollar for-Sub­
scription to Michigan Business Farming, 
which is the-best farm paper on the mar­
ket — Floyd M.- Cole .iaekson county.* * •

Corn, beans and potatoes all cut. by 
frost. Will send it if I can. Think the- 
paper will be all right. You have al­
ways tried to help the farmer.—Wm, R. 
Brace, Newaygo- county,-

The best ever for farmers.- 
ed, Antrim county. -J. S. Hust-

This is the best market paper I ever 
took I appreciate it very much.—-Adam 
O Fox. Saginaw county.

---4. • • # #Your paper is alt right. I wish every­
body read jt.---,T. Martin Schonz, Wash­
tenaw county. # # #

Just what I want.-— B.unell Martin,
VanBuren cOUny., »■ • - »Am enclosing two other names.—-W..
D Taylor,. Isabella- county. .# # #
' I am sending one dollar for my .sub­

scription for M. B. F.. the best farm pa-, 
per in Michigan. Am also sending my" 
neighbor's subscription-for one year.-^Gr 
S.,- Cedar Springs. .IS i v  - -■ 'l
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WHEAT
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GRADE Detroit Chicago New York
No. 2 Red 2.17 2.15 2.25
No.« Red fe 2.14 2.12 2.22
No. 2 Write 2.15 2.13 2.23
No. 2 Mixed 2.15 2.13 2.23

.Movement of wheat in tills country 
a mj^Canada at this time is very slow. 
Cold, stormy weather and tire car sit­
uation are retarding shipments and 
many mills are having difficulty again 
in securing sufficient supplies for their 
daily needs. Government' control of 
the railroads is expected to give re­
lief, not only Jn the movement of 
wheat but of all other grains.

The new* Government milling regu­
lations are expected to add 16.,000,000 
bus. more wheat to the amount the 
United States has available for ex­
port. Mills are now working on the 
new war flour but it will be some time 
before it comes into general use. 
There were quite extensive supplies 
of flour heid before the new milling 
order went into effect. Bread made 
from the new flour is of excellent qual­
ity although a little darker in color. ~

The Allies have arranged to take the 
Argentine wheat surplus, the princi­
pal contracting parties being France 
and Italy. They are also to furnish 
the tonnage to transport the grain. 
It is expected that free shipments from 
Argentine will be moving during the 
present month.

Many reports of crop damage come 
from the winter wheat belt since the 
recent zero weather. The reports will 
not be confirmed until growing time 
comes in the spring. The crop had 
little snow protection during the 
cold wave and the chances are that 
some damage has resulted.

GRADE 
No. 2 White

Detroit Chicago New York

Standard *83 83 94 1-2
No. 3 White .82 1-2 .82 93
No. 4 White .81 .81 92 1-2

The past week has seen a great re­
vival of the export demand on oats. 
Sales for export during the last two 
days of last week totaled close to 
1,000,000 bus. Coming right now when 
•storms and transportation difficulties 
make deliveries from the country light, 
the effect on the market has been 
marked. Under ordinary conditions 
the advance would have been much 
greater but the price now is up where 
further additions are hard to secure.

Opposed to this export trade is the 
lighter buying of mill and feed men. 
They have not. been active in the mar­
ket for some days and this would 
have had its effect were it not for the 
shortage of stocks at all fernrnal mar­
kets. Buyers generally feel that the 
oat market is too high and that with 
a freer movement we will see lower 
prices. Personally we do not look 
for a much of an increase in the move­
ment until well on toward spring.-

= fääüH

C O R N
GRAUE ., | Detroit Cbicajro New York

No. 2 Yellow 1 ! 96 1-2 Nominal 1.89No. 3 Yellow 1 1.95 1.87
No. 2 Mixed 1 1 90

\ -  .
1.83

There is a weak feeling prevailing 
in corn. Dealers generally rfeel that 
with any kind of an increased move­
ment the price rs bound to work lower. 
There has been a modest decline dur­
ing the past week but not of any con? 
sequence. We are liable to see im­
mediate efforts on the part of the Gov­
ernment. to move that portion of the 
corn crop which is in bad shape and 
w^hich must move before the warm 
weather of spring.

Stocks of corn at terminal markets

§  DETROIT SPECIAL.—-Poultry Arm with slightly advancing tendencies. Hay | 
| market just a little easier. Potato market slow and steady. Butter receipts in- I ; 
| creasing and demand somewhat lighter.
I ' . CHICAGO WIRE—Potatoes looking up just a little under lighter receipts. ¡¡~ 
| Corn market qniet. Not much speculation as conditions are too uncertain. Oat | 
H market lively, with some of the large dealers free sellers.
= 1 NEW PORK WIRE— Export demand for beans is rather quiet but there are s 
| indications of renewed interest soon. Corn market uncertain and buyers holding I  
g_ back. Expect lower range of priees. Potatoes in fair supply but market in bet- | 
g- ter condition». Hay not moving in such large quantities and market firmer.

are light. There is an increased an­
xiety on the part of growers to move 
their holdings but elevator men are 
refusing to buy unless aifiured of 
cars for quick transportation. This 
indicates a feeling on their part that 
much of the corn will hot keep after 
warmer weather arrives. We feel that 
this assumption is correct and that 
there is bound to be some loss on corn 
later.
- There is very little future trading 

at the present time. There is some 
talk of government regulation of the 

. corn market, mention having have 
been made of A minimum price of $1 
and a maximum- of $1.30. With the 
present spot prices far above that 
figure* it looks as though this talk 
might bear influence on the market. 
A ^ gd  to the fact that there is cer­
tain to be a greatly increased move­
ment in the near future, we do not 
see how a further decline can be pre­
vented.

Coinciding with our opinion of last 
week, the rye market during the past 
few days has shown more ^activity 
and has gathered strength. The price 
has advanced 1 cent. Millers are on 
the look out for cars and there is 
also considerable of an export demand. 
The demand would be greater were it 
possible to secure cars to transport 
the grain. The market seems able 
to hold any advance and there appears 
at this time no reason why ?t should 
not continue to do so in the future. 
Detroit is quoting cash No. 2 rve at 
$1.84; Chicago, quotes the market as 
nominal, indicating a shortage of sup­
plies.
liiininifiiijiiniiiHiniiniiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiHHiHiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininiiiiniuiuiiiiniiiiwiiiiniminn

I wish a sample copy of the paper 
coqld go into the home of every farmer 
in Michigan. I do riot think there would 
be much trouble' in'getting subscribers. 
Several I spoke, to had already sent in 
their names. This is just the paper we 
need.—A Reader.

g.triiiniilH)ii!ifliiiiiHitfliiitinHiuiuiiiiutimHiii!imiiiiiiiitiinii!iiijtiiinim!ii!;iiiiiriiiMiifiutH!iuiiiji,

BEANS
GRADE I Detroit Chicago 1 New York

C . H . f 7.25 7.95 8.70
Prime 7.17 7.87 8.S5
Ked Kidneys J 8.00 8.25 7.50

The bean market -continues to run 
along at about the same pace as it has 
for ' some time. Country elevato|i 
are slow buyers mowing to the high 
moisture content of the greater por­
tion of the stock being offered. Mot 
only, is' the stock wet but as time goes 
on the offerings seem to be increasing 

yin pickage. There has been some ad­
ditional movement since the Govern­
ment issued th° permit to canners to 
use a certain portion in -that way, but 
this movement as yet has not attain­
ed nearly the" volume necessary to 
take care of what stock must be mov­
ed before the warmer weather.

While up in the Thumb country 
during the past week -the writer saw 
some very good stock, but it is not 
plentiful,' by any means. One lot in 
particular, standing just as it came 
from the machine, would not pick over 
one pound, and was very dry and 
hard. We advisor! the owner to hold 
this stock for seed and we feel quite 
sure he will realize a nice little profit 
on- it. We found that many of the 
farmers up there are bringing their 
seed beans into the house and drying 
them, a few bags at a time, by the 
kitchen stove. They are then being 
hand-picked and stored for the future. 
We venture to say that these beans 
will sell for $10.00 or better when 
seeding time comes, We believe this 
is a good plan to follow, wherever pos­
sible, rather than to sell the wet stock 
on the present market,

With so much wet stock being offer­
ed, ft is only natural that the market 
should be stagnant. It is a deplorable 
condition all around just at present. 
As this stock is disposed of there will 
corne a better market and those who 
have-dry stock or who have been able 
to dry a certain portion, will receive 
the benefit of the advance.

THE WEATHER FOR THE WEEK
As forecasted by W. T. Fo-itnr for M ichigan  Br,sixes,s Farmer
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1 WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 12.—
. = Last bulletin gave’ forecasts of disturb- 

1  ance to cross continent Jan. 13 to 17,
3  warm wave 12 to 16, cool wave 15 to 
s 19. Not a great storm generally but 
1 its force will largely increase’ in the 
§j northeastern -states and eastern Can­
ge ada and the cool wave will be a cold 
1 wave of about average force. Most 
1= ’ . n • and snow in northeastern sec-

'• I" tions, on the east side of the trans- s  continental low .
H  Next warm wave will reach Van- 
§ couver about Jari. 19 and temperatures 
H will rise on all the Pacific slope. It 
§' will .cross, crest OT Rockies by close of 
fl~ 20^Plains sections 21, meridian
If- /“ “ ' great lakes and Ohio-Tennessee 
=- yalleys 22, eastern sections 23, reach-’
1 J ® vicinity of Newfoundland about .§ J, n. -4. Storm wave will follow about 
s one day behind, warm wave, and cool If wave about one .day behind storm ..a • wave.
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This will be preceded by a cold wave 
and accompanied by a great rise in 
temperature The storms will he of 
more than average force and precipi­
tation, about normal, will be greater 
in northeastern and extreme north­
western sections than elsewhere. Last 
days of January will be warmer than 
usual. Precipitation will continue to 
be greate t in northeastern sections 
and on north Pacific slope up to Jan.

—20. After that date it will be less in 
the extreme northwest. The cold wave 
near Jan. 17 vvilTbe about an average 
of this winter.

February promises weather extrem­
es 'on five days centering on 1. 14 
and ' 27. Balance of month will be 
moderate. Some rain is expected in 
southern Texas after Feb. 20, but most 
precipitation will be in New England . 
and Eastern Canada. In .large-parts 
of Canada the soil was frozen Wet dup­
ing Fall of 1917 and that is quite fav­
orable to the 19-18 crops. This is also 
true of our northern states. The worst 
of the Mexican drouth is past, but it 
will'Continue thru February. Winter 
gardening in the far south will be fair.
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Market* 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Pi tubargli 
New York 
Richmond

I INo- 1Timothy 
24 50 25 00

I Standard 
! Timothy 
23 50 24 00

No. 2 
Timothy 

22 50 23 50
27
29 00 

129 50 
126 00 
Ì31 00

28 00
29 25
30 00 
27 00 
32 00

26 50 
>28 50 
127 50 
124 75 
31 00

27 50 
29 001
28 75 j 
25 50 i 
31 50

26 00 
28 00 
27 00 
23
31 00

27 00
28 50 
28 00 
24 00 
31 SO

Market* I . No 1 I No. 1 No. 1
1 Light Mixed Clover Mixed Clover

Detroit 23 50 24 20 00 21 00 19 00 20 00
Chicago [20 22 00i19 00 21 00 18 50 20 50
Cinti' nati >28 50 28 75 28 00 28 V 28 25 28 50
Pittsburgh 28 28 50 29 00 30 00 29 00 30 00
New York 21 23 19 50 21 00 18 20
Rieb «nomi 30 00 31 >29 00 29 50 28 50 29

Reports from the majority of the 
hay markets* this week indicate that 
there has been just a slight increase 
in the movement and that stocks are 
larger than for some time but still 
far short of an accumulation. Condi­
tions at Detroit remain as before,' 
with fair arrivals and a good demand. 
Shipping inquiry has been somewhat 
lighter during the past week but the> 
local demand has kept the tracks clear. 
Buyers in Michigan report a good 
demand by 'th e Federal Government. 
When sales are made to the Govern­
ment much less difficulty is experienc­
ed in getting cars. The Government 
furnishes the Bill of Lading and the: 
cars are spotted promptly. The hay 
must be up to the grade in every way 
or it is not accepted.

The Chicago market is just a trifle 
easier under more liberal supplies. 
The holiday season, together with the 
heavy snows of recent davs. cut o ff 
buying somewhat,, but there is nc 
doubt but what the market will aga'n 
resume its strength until such time as 
the movement becomes much stronger.

Th" £*+. Louis markeri quotations 
remain about the same although there 
has been a better supply of timotlvv 
and clover mixed. Th° market there 
on prairie, clover and alfalfa remains 
firm. The market on off grades o f 
all classes is just a little slow.

Cincinnati is calling for hay and the H 
market there seems to be pretty well 
cleaned up on all grades. Storms are 

-delaying the movement of shipments 
in that dirrection and there is a pros­
pect of a very good'market unless ship­
ments in transit should accumulate 
and be dumped on the market In a 
bunch.

Philadelphia has only a light stock 
of hay from day to day 'and there is 
very little chance of a change in value 
until such time as receipts are greafTW: 
increased. Some dealers there seem 
to feel that th’ s great increase will be 
slow in coming. That of course, reri . 
mains to be seen. We are of the opin­
ion that it will come later in the sea­
son hut still manv things may oc­
cur to keep the market up.

Arrivals on the New York market 
have been lighter for the p a iittea  
days and accumulations there are rap­
idly cleaning up. The market seew»ar  
to have a stronger tone than it hail 
last week. They have been having; 
heavy snows there during the past 
few days and this may again limit 
the movement throughout the city.

POTATOES

Market* Choice round j Medium Round 
while-sacked white-sacked

Detroit 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
New York 
Pittsburgh -  . 
Norfolk. Va.

2.15 cwt. 
v 1.7i ■

2.20
2.25
175

.  . W  .

2.05 cwt.
■ 1-60 

2.1« ; . .  
2.15
1.6» v -  , 
2 1 » .

The different potato markets' am  
now in much, better shape than, they: 
have been for some time. Demand, is 
good .and prices are firm and is som e. 
cases, inclined to( advance. .Shippers 

. should bear ini mind, however that this 
condition has been brought about* 
mainly through lack of transportation 
facilities and recent heavy stdrrns,' 
There Is. a great deal of stock back in 
the country and this will have to move- 
to market so that to say-the-least»
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higher prices are not to. be expected 
until much later, if at all.

The Detroit market has cleaned up 
well with the present good demand is 
in a healthy condition. The extreme

; -cold weather and storm of the past 
week have delayed shipping and this

- lessening of arrivals has also had a 
bracing effect on the.market. It seems 
to be the general opinion among re­
ceivers and retailers there thàt a low­
er marke will prevail when the move­
ment becomes more general again.

The Chicago s'tuation is very simil­
ar to that at Detroit. The same con­
ditions have effected that market. The 
prices are just a little better for first 
class stock. Loading at country points 
has been much less during the recent 
cold spell, arrivals have been light and 
the jobbing markets have been just 
about cleaned up.

Eastern markets axe stronger altho 
the prices being paid.there are in many 
cases away under those of the middle 

' wèst.
Seattle— Some inquiries for potatoes 

have been coming in from Eastern 
■ buyers within the last few days and 

local operators look for a ’ brisker 
shipping movement soon. Quotations 
for Western Washington potatoes f. 
o. b. Seattle, graded and selected, 
are $25 per ton, carload lots.

Jobbers anticipate a good increase 
in the volume moved early in the New 
Year. A fair Eastern movement, 
damage to pit ho’ d ’ngs on the West 
Side- of the Ca^cadès and suggestions 
by "the food committee in advising 
greater consumption of potatoes are

-  expected to cause a better trade,
/  Contractors who in October bid $29.- 

: 80 per ton f. o. b. for graded Puget 
. Sound potatoes to be delivered to the 

m army cantonments are making money. 
Prices have declined to $20 (J5)22.50 
at shipping point.

St. Louis—The potato market is 
unchanged. The demand is indiffer­
ent for the moderate holdings but a 
steady tone is noted. Northern white 
stock sacked is quoted track basis 
at $1.80 @ 2.05 per -ewt., and Western 

% a+ ^  po <a> 2.15.

APPLES
The apple market is fairly actiVe 

at prevailing prices. The first grade 
and hnv stock sell to good advantage. 
The severe weather of the past week 
has tended to keep peddlers off the 
streets and has eliminated th:s source 
of disposal of off-grade stock.

Detroit quotations remain at about 
the same level: Spy. $$@$«.50; green­
ing, $6@$6 25; snow, $6 50@$7.00; 
baldwin, $5/f*$5 50; No. 2 $3 (a)$3.50 per 
barrel.

Chicago quotations for the week are 
as folrows: Baldwins, $5@$5.50;
kings. $5@$6; Spies. $5 5{)(5)$6: Starks 

Greenings $5 50@$6; Ben 
Davis hrouaht $2 25 per barrel,
Wine^ans. Talman Sweats.
$4 50fo)$5: Golden Bn «sets $5@$5.,'0; 
Twentv Ounce. $5.50@.$6: Grimes Gol­
den, $5@$5.50; York Imp*»'r'al, $4 ,50(?t) 
$5.

St. Lous—A slow demand was shown 
for apples ths week and the market 
was, dull. Offerngs were not large 
and the tone was about steady Ben 
Davis brought $2.50@$4.25, per barrel. 
Oano $2.50(7/)$4.50, Rome Beauty, Wine 
sen. 'Rlack Twig and Willow Twig $3
/per, r/> o-nU CPmeMn «3(^*4

b u t t e r
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caused .sometohat of a shortage! There 
is a wide range in- mediuni grades, 
due to the great variety of butter com­
ing. Fresh receipts continue to show 
a light proportion of fine stock being 
made up principally of ordinary and 
poor grades. .

There is at the present a great deal 
of competition between creameries and 
condensaries. In many localises the 
latter .are getting the greater portion 
of the milk and the creameries are 
not receiving sufficient to ’ warrant, 
their continuing operations. This is 
all having its effect on the butter mar­
ket and it would seem only reasonable . 
to expect present prices to continue 
on until spring brings new pastures 
and in increased milk supply.

Washington—In November 2,78i 
creameries produced 32,068,334 lb. of 
butter. In 1916, ' 2.784 creameries 
churned 33.030,106 lb. Process fac­
tories numbering 26 produced. 395,101 
lb. in November and 1,397.804 lb. in 
November 1916. This is a decrease of 
1,002,703 lb. or 71.73 per cent.

ITncolored oleomargarine in 30 fac­
tories totaled 22,355.863 lb., cordpared 
w ’th 17.663.939 lb. in November 1916. 
This is an Increase of 26.56 per -cent, 
or 4.691.924 lb. Renorts frojp 20 fac­
tories on colored oleo show 1,876 714 
lb. and 1.5537,103 in ^November, 1917, 
or a decreased production of 339,6121 
lbs., hr 1$.09 per cent.

:.....Hv-,*,, S. I-* !

It has been many a long day since 
fresh eggs were as scarce on all mar­
kets as thev are at the present time. 
Thi s cor'd Hi on prevails at all po’nts 
and as a result there has beep an ex­
ceptionally heavy movement of storage 
stock. There has been a small ad­
vance on the better grades of storage. 
Detroit is quoting fresh Michigan re­
ceipts at 53c; storage at 40c @  42 l-2c.

Chicago has experienced a rapidly 
advancing market on storage, stock 
and the demand has been so great that- 
enormous amounts have been removed 
from the coolers. Receipts of fresh 
eggs are so small as not to be consid­
ered. It has been a sellers market 
and prices on fresh have gone out of 
sight. No straight lots are coming, 
only small lots. Strictly fresh offer­
ings are bringing 54e@55c; firsts are 
ouoted around 51c@52c; ordinnary 
firsts, 44c@48c.

POULTRY

FLOUR &FEED
mmÊmmtKrnmmm

X t X j

LIVE WT. Detroit Chicago i New York
Turkey 27-28 2 i-?6  ì 3Ù-32
Dock; 27-28 25 26 I 27-28
Gee»« 26-27 24 26 28 3i
Spinger« 2S-26 : 3 24 25-27
Hea* 22-25 20-21 1 23-25

N-, o  n  ,  -i -  *f o  n r»»Ti*« i.-»«*

The local Detroit market has been 
somewhat, better supplied .with butter 

y  during the past week titan for some 
V time past. There has also been a good 
, n. movement of held sto°k. The cream- 

pry has held up to about the former 
pr ’ce but in some case? Imld s*ock has 
sold lower. Detroit qutaHops fblloW: 
fresh creamery, firsts. 47 l-2o;  extras, 

i* 49@49 l-2c; storage creamery, 43@44c 
v per pound.

Eastern markets have seen renewed 
£ .activity and the demand has been 

stronger for higher scoring lots than 
for extras. This caused some «urprke 
on the part of the dealers. The de- 
mand for undergrades and held stock 
has also increased and the umrket is 
in- q very satlpfaetory cmidit-ou Ar­
rivals have been delayed and' this has

: 'V-'k A. V • r  t . i .»

There have been fewer arrivals of 
poultry, both live and dressed, since 
the holidays, and all markets seem to 
be well cleaned up, and at some points 
the demand is away beyond receipts 
and prices have advanced accordingly.

Detroit has-had a fairly act've' mar­
ket all week and receipts have clean­
ed up rapidly. There is a good de­
mand for all fowls, ducks and geese. 
The turkey demand has let up just 
a little but there is still a very sat­
isfactory movement.

Chicago has not received nearly suf- 
ficient stock to meet the,demand and 
as a result the market has advanced. 
The market has cleaned up from day 
to day, even at the advance. Dressed 
poultry has been having a. good sale, 
with the exception of turkeys, which 
have been rather alow.

Eastern points report a great deal 
c** faculty in getting shipments de­
livered, also a firm marget with ad­
vancing tendencies.

Kansas City—Poultry dealers clean­
ed up their stock well early in the 
week with a good demand ip. evidence, 
and since the market has remained 
firm under light receipts. Fowls, 
chickens, ducks, and geesfe. show' an 
advance over a week ago, with other 
varieties selling about unchanged. 
Quotations were as follows: Fowls, 
heavy, 21 l-2c; light, 18o, chickens, 
1 $#21 - l-2c;turkeys, 22%25c; geese 
18c: ducks, 20c; old roosters, 15c;- 
b rollers, 25c.

1 -
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'Detroit dealers recently made a big 
reduction in the price of feed stuffs 
not on account of any great increase 
in the supply or decrease in demand, 
but at the behest of the food author!* 
ties at Washington. Current quota­
tions at this time are as follows: In 
100 lb. sacks, jobbing lots: brran, $34.- 
40; standard middlings, $36.40; fine 
middlings, $43.40; cracked corn, ..$81; 
coarse cornmeal, $77; chopped, / $60 
per ton.

The New York feed market is in a 
very unsettled condition as is shown 
by the following report:—-No feed pric­
es are available. According to the 
new Government regulations, the mill 
price on western m’ddlings would av­
erage $37.85 a ton, which is about $10 
below the recently prevailing levels, 
but as yet no offerings -have been made__ 
at this figure. Mills here are unwill-" 
ing to rointe under any circumstances 
and probably will stay out of the mar­
ket u ntil' something definite Is done 
to regulate flour values. Mills are 
working on old orders, but shipments 
are held uj^by the traffic situation, al­
though' with Government regulation, 
a better movement is looked" for. All . 
quotations have been withdrawn.

Hides
No. 1 cured, 19c; No. 1 green, 15c; 

No. 1 cured bulls. 14c; No. 1 green 
bulls,v 12c; No. 1 cured .veal kip, 22c; 
TVTr, i green veal kip! 20c; No. 1 cured 
murrain, 19c:. No. 1 green murrain, 
15c; No. 1 cured calf, 26c; No. legmen 
calf." 250; No. 1 horsehide. $6; No. 2 
horsehide, $5; No. 2 hides, lc  and 
N o.'2 kip and calf. 1 l-2c off; shben-> 
skin, as. to amount of wool, $1@$3 
each.

Cheese ^
Michigan flats, 23 l-2c; New York 

figts 25c; brick, 27 l-4c; long horns,
27 l-4c; Michigan daisies. 24 l-2c; 
Wisconsin double daisies, 23 l-4e; do­
mestic Swiss, 35@40c; limburger, 28(g) 
29c per lb.

Furs f
No, 1 skunk, $4.30; w ’nter muskrats 
80c; No. 1 mink, $7.50; No.l racoon, 
$4.50.

Toledo Seed Market
Clover—Prime, $17@17; closed $17 

bid; Dec., $17@17;, closed $17 bid; 
Jan., $16 70(7x)18.70, closed $16.70;. Feb., 
$16.75(g)16.75, closed $16.75; March, 
$16 40#16.50, closed $16.50 bid. No. 2 
$16.15@16.35; No, 3, $15.86@16; re­
jected, $15.40@15.70;'.< N. E. G., $3.60 . 
@15.30. —

Alsike—No. 2, $13.75@14; No. 3, ' 
$13.40(5)13.60; rejected, $12.90@13.10;
N. E. G., (mixed with clover, timothy, 
etc.,) $3.60@12,85. Prime, $14.50@ 
14.60. closed. $14.60; Feb., $14.50@14.- 
60; March, $14.60@14.65, closed $14.- 
65.

Tiraofhv—'No. 2, $3 40@3.45; No. 3, 
$3.30^3 35: retested, $3 10(5)3 25: N. E. 
G., 45c@$3. Prime, $3.72 l-2@3 80; 
Dec., $3.72 l-2@3 80, closed $3.80; Mar., 
$3.95@4, closed $4.

CATTLE
liSAl/C. Jetriif Chicago 1 Buffalo

Steers, good to prime 10 53-12 0 12 «0-P  50[ (3 06-13 50
Steers, com. to fair 9 59 !0 75 ' 00 If 5011 50-1? 01
Heifers, good toprime 9 00 9 75 9 H- 1 00! 8 00 9 0
Cows, average 7 75 9 f b , á  00-'0 50! Ç 75 « S'1
Canners,—Cotters 5 75 6 7 5 50- S 00 ¡ S 25- S f0
Bull», average 6 50 7 00 7 50 8 25 8 00 9 0
Veal, fail’ to 13 00-15 >0 '3  ? i 5 e o ; ! / ? ( t i  c,

Most of the vicissitudes that over­
took the live stock market during the 
month of Decernb -rf 1917, may be safe­
ly charged to crippled transportation 
facilities. During part of the month 
competit on was virtually eliminated 
and during all of the month it was 
more or less curtailed because East­
ern shippers were unable to get ears 
needed to move their purchases. This 
not "only greatly restricted the out­
put of fat cattle, hogs and lambs on 
foot to Eastern killers, but also kept, 
many prospective stock and feeding 
cattle buyers off the market, and to 
an extent interferred witm the proper 
distribution of dressed meats to the 
eastern consuming centers. Toward 
the latter part of the month the s’ tu- 
ation as regards railroad traffic condi-

Ü
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tions improved somewhat add aided 
by receipts that were materially cur­
tailed for the time being by holiday in­
fluences the market registered strong 
advances on both cattle and hogs. The 
sheep trade failed to respond very ma­
terially, however, because of bad dress­
ed mutton markets, while subsequent 
to the Chr’stmas holiday hog values 
receded fully 60c per cwt. from the 
Christmas week high spot.

The December receipts at Chicago 
totaled approximately  ̂370,000 cattle 
and calves; 800,000 hogs and 340,000 

«■Sheep, compared with the áctual arriv­
al of 316.278 cat.fie and calves. 1.128J104 
hogs and 346 993 sheep in DeceT»H'er 
last year. The year’s receipts at Chi­
cago will total approxim ate 3,835.r 
000 cattle andcalves, 7,175.000 h'-’gq and 
3,600,000 sheep, against-3.249,800 cát- 
tle and calves, 9,188.224 hogs and 4,- 
292.024 sheep for the year 3916. Re­
ceipts of cattlé, calves included, at 
ten leading markets for 1917 will to­
tal ( in round numbers, 15,500,000 head 
which is by ail odds tbe heaviest run 
in a numerical sense in trade history ‘ 
and around 3.200,000 more^than for 
1916'

The December run of be°f cattle 
consisted very largely of warmed’ up 
and short fed stock, the bulk of which 
sold within a -range of from $10 to 
$12 50, the general average for the 
month figuring aropnd $11.25, For­
tunately for the selling side, verv-few 
prime long fed bullocks were left in 
feeders’ hands after the first ten, days 
of the month, durng which n&Hod 
demand for such beef for Christmas 
trade was satisfi^'i Buyers got their 
fill of such cattle, however, from the 
International Exposition entries, the 
sale of which although at new record 
prices, was more or less disappointing 
in the main to feeders in view of the. 
fact that the cost of product’ on of such 
fancy beef cattle was extremely high. 
A few -of the chief prize winners from • 
the show pens made excellent prices, 
the grand champion car load of fat 
steers selling at $42 50 ner cwt., and 
the single grand champion steof - at 
$2.10 ner pound, but these figures wore 
of course, no criteria* of open market 
values. .Bulk of the «’arlo* show cattle 
sold at $16 7R to $18/00 The month,’s 
top, however, on regulation market 
cattle was $16.50 "and subsequent > to 
mid-month the limit was $14 50, wh’ le 
few steers showed class enough to 
pass $13.550 Demand centered large­
ly on the chean and middle priced clas­
ses, yet the market was generously 
supplied vrifh such stock laid, in ,pv 
feeders in the late summer and fall at 
high prices to salvage soft corn »and in 
numerous cases the market failed to 
remunerate feeders for their labors 
and expense of feeding, as weight gains 
on soff corn werp below normal. At 
the end of the year the trade was look­
ing forward to a continued free move­
ment of short Jfe'i cattle for another 
s’ -hv devs and market conditions were 
pot such as to"^»ppear to Tustifv those 
who have cattle on hand that'they 
expect to market w'thin this interval 
of carrying them along. However, if 
the signs read aright, the roan who 
will have a goodlv number of well- 

beet cattle to sell on the 
soring and summer markets will 

have cause for jubilation.
Feeder cattle trade was of much 

smaller volume during the past, month 
than that of ^ v o m b e r . The short­
age being a handicap in the distribu­
tion of supplies and the action of the 
fat cattle trorie sueb-'as to restrict in­
vestment dnmand. K illers’ needs for 
cheap be«f howover. was a sustaining 
infl” enoe on the price list and the 

-+rr'ie is of the opinion t.haf better coun­
try action will be had following the
bo1?'-1qv >'ar!('4 Tt is jp-r>ppT»p1|v orn-
oefed that stock and feeding catth? 
will be scarce and high next spring, 
and that those equipped to take on «no. 
olies- now and rough 'he stock'through 
the winter economically are likeiv to 
nnroe regret, if they fail to do so Most 
of +he stock and feeding steers during 
the past month sold between $7 755 and 
*9 75, although some fle°hv selected 
feeders su^able for a quick turn we^f 
out eariv in the month costing as high 
at $11.00.

Butcher cattle trade has beam -no-” 
toriously ofratic, but fhp'-°iooe of the 
range cattle season-put buyers in -a 
position to use a greater quantity o f 
“cheap” native stuff and at the month 
end the market was showing atvRt^ 
to absorb generous supplies at preces 
relatively higher than prevailed for’ 
good beef steers. Most of the fat cows 

gold during the month
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under review at $6.75 to $8.75, altho 
ripe heavy kosher cows sold in in 
stances as high as $11.255 with indi 
vfduals still higher. Canner and cutter 
trade was mostly on a $5.75 to $6.50 
basis, though at the month's low spot 
$5.75 bought the‘ best canner'cow s

Most amazingfarm 1 
ever written. Worth hun­
dreds Of dollars to any 
farmer. Explains wonder­
ful discovery—“ The Camp­
bell System of Breeding Big 
Crops!” Your Wheat, Oats, Com, Tim­
othy, Clover and other crops increased 20 
n r  cent In e single season! 600,000 farmers «so 
this way way. Bead postal at once for Free Book.

C H A T H A M
SEED GRADER AND CLEANER

Also sot facta about this wonderful Gas Power or Hand 
Machine.The Chatham Seed Grader and Cleaner, Cleans, ■xsdeo, separates and sacks any grain seed! Any grass 
•eedI or, rankest mixtures! All m a single operation! 
XiMSOottll dost and trash and wicked weed seed! Sep- 
irotM too poor, sickly seed—sacks big healthy fellows, 
ready for flowirf c market. Handles up to 50 bushels per 
pour! Beats gr ' the elevator or bothering neighbor. 
Tnoiaanda h No Money in Advance! 30  Days* 
tre e  Trial! Li, »me Credit! No Advance In Prices!
■end postal for aniazfhg Free Book and C»g Offer NOW.
Manson Campbell A Sons Co., Dep 2 4 8  Detroit. Mich. • 
Dept. Kansas City Dv 4 #  Minneapolis

BREEDERS
DIRECTORY

CATTLE

250 STEERS FOR SALE
Ones, twos, threes, Herefords, Angus 

and Shorthorns. 6 to 1*200 lbs. Choice 
quality sorted to size, age and breed. In 
sex lots, Write your wants. C. F. Ball, Fairfield, Iowa.

HOGS
A  t  f  BOARS and SOWS of fine 

* '. * quality. Prices reasonable. 
Registered free and will ship C.O.D. Floyd 
H. Banister, Springport, Mich.

p  EGIETERjEI) HAMPSHIRE BOARS 
*x and bred gilts for sale. John W. 
Snyder, R. 4.. St. Johns, Mich.

SHEEP
1 O F F E R  F O R  R E M A I N D E R  O F  B E A -  
1 son a limited number of Strong Vigor­
ous Registered Shropshire ram lambs, 
good ate«, well covered and ready for 
service. C. Lemen. Dexter. Mich.

POULTRY
d a b b e d  BOOK COCKERELS for sale, 
a-* $2.00 to $6.00 each for strain with records to 29C M
Fred Astling.records to 290 eggs a year. Circular free. B a i  * teüM Coi ' ikia MMKonstantine. Mich.

BARRFD ROf K cockerels fromDSUIVEU Prize Winning stock
Thompson strain, $3 and $4. Yearling 
breeding hens, $2. Well Barred. Sam Stadel. Chelsea, Michigan.

JOHN'S BIG BEAUTIFUL BARRED 
*  Rocks are hen hatched and* sold on ap­
proval $3 to $10 eacli» 1 male and 4 fe­
males $12.00. Good layers. Circulars 
Photos. John Northern. Clare, Michigan!
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CHICKS V* *»«>ve shipped thousands of . t0ft? aw 5  chicks each season >£****$.. 1904., ̂ different varieties, orders 
booked now for spring delivery, booklet 
Stamp appreciated. Freeport Hatchery! Box 10, Freeport, Mich. • » y

Ro s e  c o m b  R h o d e  i s l a n d  r e d  
Cockrels for breeding Purposes. Prize- 

wuming stock $3 apiece or three for $8 Off 
I pay for sending. Wm. J. Rinche ai pine, Mich., R.R. No. 1. V  , e’ AI

pARM WAITED-—A tBbro up-to-date ■ farmer wishes to secure about an tn 
acre farm fully stocked and equipped to 
work on shares, No objection to dairy farm, or might work for wages. Address 
“Farmer,”  care Michigan Business F a»« ing, Mt. Clemens, Mich, -

OGEMAW COUNTY FARM LANDS
Very productive. Small payment down. 

No further payments, interest or taxes 
for five years. Harry O. Sheldon, Alger, 
Michigan.

STRAWBERRY PLANTS
plete and nicely pictured book, tells all 
about my vigorous stock grown best way. 
Mayers Plant Nursery, Merrill, Michigan.

* GRADE 
Heavy 240-290 
Median 200-240 
Mixed 150-200 
Packer» 100-150 
*>: - j inn j ,  ..4 . ;

Detroit 
IS 00'16 25 
15 75 IS 00 
15 50 16 25 
15 40 15 80 ISOfllS SO

Chicago 
16 40 16 75 
16 10 16 50 
16 19 16 50 
15 25 16 Ok 
12 50 15 50

Evi falò 
17 10 17 15 
17 10 17 15 
16 80 17 00 
IG'SO 16 75 
16 25 16 50

I .
An expected swelling of the supply 

of hogs, but a remarkably well sus­
tained market during the first» half of 
the mdnth followed by some wide price 
swings later, featured the December 
hog trade: From a $17.35 top at the 
month’s opening the marked advanc­
ed until $17.75 was paid, early in the 
second week. About that time the par­
tial elimination of shipper demand and 
liberal receipts caused the trade to 
show sharp reversal in form and at 
midmonth for the first time .since the 
i-overnment’s tentative minimum prl *.a 
of $15.50. was established, average 
packer droves at Chicago were shoved 
dangerously close to that level,'while 
the top on the low day was $16.30, a 
break of $1.45 from the month’s high 
spot. Curtailment of supply following 
sent prices back rapidly and .on light 
runs around the Christmas holidays 
the Top was $17.30 from which there- 
was a reaction and at the month’s 
closing only choice butchers could 
make $17.00. The month’s general av­
erage price of hogs at Chicago will 
figure about $16.85. The trade is 
looking forward to an enlarged run of 
hogs during January and the market 
is not expected to hold current price 
levels. Trade advice is generally to 
let hogs come as ready.

SH E EP
GRADE 

Top Lambs 
Yearlings 
Wethers 
Ewes

Detroit Chicago Buffalo
17.00-17.35 14.50-17.50 18 40-18.50
16.25-16.50 14.00-16.(0 15.00-15.75-
10.00-11.00 9.50-13.25 12.50-13.00
9.80-10.80 8.70-12 00 12.011 12.50

Live mutton trade during the final 
month of 1917 was disappointing. 
Feeders who hati laid in lambs at a 
cost of $17.00 to $18.50 were not able 
to hold their money together. Cor. 
sumptive demand was materially re­
stricted by meatless- days, although 
just why sheep and lambs should be 
included In the government’s pro­
gramme for meat conservation is not 
clear to the producer and market man. 
In view of the fact that lamb and 
mutton are not being exported and do 
not enter into the rations for the mil­
itary. Supply was moderate, yet but 
for a strong wool market it is doubt­
ful if prices paid could have been se­
cured. The run carried a generous 
proportion of strong and heavy weight 
lambs and discrimination against them 
was severe. The top for the month on 
killing account was $17.10 but on the 
low spot a lot of heavy and medium 
weight lambs of good choice class hqd 
to sell at $15.50 to $16.25. At the 
month end however, few were selling 
below $16 and the best handy weights 
were making $17.10. This figure .com­
pares with a, $16.35 top at the low time 
ana *$16.90 at the month’s onening. In- 
estment in feeders was discouraged by 

the action of the fat lamb market and 
by the car shortage and that trade 
was of small volume. Early in the 
month .some feeding lambs went out 
at $17.50, but toward the month end 
$16*00 wa^ considered the limit. Sheep 
and yearlings were scarce and bold 
a remarkably steady basis. Most of 
the fat ewes sold during the month at 
$11.25 to $11.75, the best at $12.00 
while $13.00 was reached by matured 
wethers and $14.50 by light weight 
yearlings. A better acting market is 
looked for in the near future, although 
the trade is not advising the holding" 
back of lambs that are fat and ready 
to come, especially if they carry any 
weight.

Michigan Shorthorn Breeders’ Ass’n
will hold its

THIRTY ANNUAL SHOW 
AND SALE ’

JANUARY 16-17-18, 1918
at the M . A. C ., E ast L ansing, M ich igan
Judging the cattle will be done on Wednesday, Jan. 16th. The annual 

meeting of the Ass’n will be held at 4 p.m. Jan. 17. Sale of cattle on 
Friday, Jan. 18, at 1 p. m.

Thirty-five females, six with calves by their side, and thirty-five 
young bulls. »

Plan th attend our meeting on Jan, 17. Banquet in evening.
Send for Catalogue

W . W .,  K N A P P , Sales M an a ger
Howell, Mich.

T. E. ROBSON, WM. MILNE, ANDY ADAMS, Auctioneers

Attention, Holstein Breeders
P resen t an d  F uture 
This is Not a BULL Sale

The Central Michigan Holstein Breeders will sell

At AUCTION, JAN. 18,1918
At Michigan Agricultural College, East Lansing, Michigan

Thirty-five head of inspected and guaranteed females, more than 
half of which will be straight, high quality cows, fresh or due soon to 
freshen by bulls of good breeding and extra individuality.

T he balance are high-class heifers from eight months to two years 
old, some of which are well along in calf.

W atch this space and send for catalog if interested, to

CHAS. A< DANIELS, Sscretary, Okemos, Michigan

MILLION LESS SHEEP
IN THE BRITISH ISLES

Between the years 1916 and 1917, 
the number of sheep in_ the British 
Isles' decreased slightly more than a 
million head. More than half of this 
decline, according to reports from the 
tf. S. Food Administration, occurred 
in the class Under one year old, show­
ing diminished breeding operations.

giMniiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiMiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii)iiiiMiiiiii)iiiiiiiiiniiiii)iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!i))iii:iii[|i:)ii)iiiiiii(iiiiii)iiiiin[||)|)||||||||||l||||,|)|||HHiiiiiiii,m|OT«l|tmwn̂ nwmiWtMHt,,H,WMHMM1M,MMMM,1,Ml̂ ^

| Michigan Live Slock Insurance Co. I
Home Office: Graebner Bldg., Saginaw, W . S., Michigan 

Executive Office: 319 Widdicomb Bldg., Grand Rapids, Michigan
8 This Company is backed by more than 600 of the best live stock farmers of I
I  the state, and we have more than $100,000 deposited with the State Treasurer I  H as a guarantee of the Company’s responsibility. - . . i
| • We insure all live stock—horses, cattle, sheep and hogs against death from I § any cause. g

We Issue individual and blanket policies covering any and all conditions__ =
s herd policies, feeding policies, shipping policies, 30 day foaling policies etc 

We want a local agent to represent us in every community in Michigan.
We want every farmer in the State of Michigan to insure his live stock 8 s with us.
We will give you a square deal, 

g Write for information.
1 Colon C. Lillie. Pres, and Supt. of Agts.
| Harmon J. Wells, Secty. and Gen. Mgr!
................................. ...............mm...mi mum... 111111111111111111....uiiiiMiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiHimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiumiiiiiiiitJ

Special Attention to Shippers. Consign your stock toMcMullen, knappen & jackson
Hogs Sheep and Calves

Michigan Centra! Stock Yards,
Cattle

Detroit, Mich.

BISHOP, BULLEN & HOLMES
LIVE STOCK COMMISSION SALESMEN The Largest Live Stock Commission in Michigan 

MICHIGAN CENTRAL STOCK YARDS - - . DETROIT
G e o . J. Sandel Geo. H. Stacy John R. Beadle B. C. Green

Sandel, Stacy, Beadle & Green
UVE STOCK COMMISSION MERCHANTS

Michigan Central Stock Yards
Respectfnlly solicit your consignments. No shipment too small to receive our best care and tum 
None too large for our capacity.

CONSIGN YOUR UVE STOCK TO

UVE STOCK COMMISSION
Chicago, 111., South St. Paul, Minn.,- South Omaha, Neb.. Denver Coin 
City, Mo., East Buffalo, N. Y ., Fort Worth, Texas, East St. Louis 111!- 

1 City, Iowa, El Paso, Texas, South St. Joseph, Mo.

m
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I Minimum Prices and Increased Production 
| t V T T  IS the patriotic duty of every farmer in 

A  this country to increase production of 
_  c crops next year to the maximum.” This is 
| the substance, if not the exact wording of state- 
! m®n t s that are being made by those who have been 
I ?nt^U! ted. with the responsibility of meeting the 
I food demands of our own and allied countries. On 
| similar grounds the agricultural press has been 

admonished to preach the gospel of increased pro­
duction.

Before rushing headlong into an Increased pro­
duction campaign, let us pause to consider its" 
dangers. Were every acre of tillable soil in the 
United States made to yield* its maximum possi­
bilities during 1918, there would be an overproduc­
tion of foodstuffs and a consequent demoralization 
of markets never before equalled. It could noifbe 
otherwise.

Even in such abnormal times as these there is ' 
a very definite limit to the amount of foodstuffs 
that should be grown. It is possible to overpro­
duce; it is very probable that we will overpro­
duce some commodities i f  we continue on “oui" 
reckless production revival.

In solving the problem of feeding the world, we 
must look not alone to the interests of the non- * 
producer, but to the producer as well. If 1917 un­
certainties as to supply and demand, marketing 
and distributing, prices and profits are to surround 
the farming business in 1918, the present increas­
ed production campaign,—if followed to its logi­
cal conclusion,—conducted as it is, recklessly, hap- *, 
hazardly and without plan or a due regard for the 
consequences—will inevitably lead us straight in-, 
to an era of overproduction and low prices -that 
will spell ruin for many farmers.

Even in war times, no manufacturer of a nec­
essary article is unwise enough to manufacture 
that article in larger quantities than the market 

• can assimilate at a profit to him. Nor does the 
government require or urge that he do this, even 
tho the probabilities that he might manufacture 
more than sufficient to meet the anticipated de­

mand, seem very remote. The government gives 
the manufacturer a contract which guarantees him 
a profit,' and permits him to go ahead on his pro-, 
duct’on campaign intelligently and without any 
uncertainty as to the outcome.

Shall it be said that the government should 
give to the farmers of the nation any less consid- 
eration than, this, merely because the farmers have 
always shown their willingness to respond to a 
national bmergepcy without the certainty of a 
profit for their labor? As long as the government 
has the power within its hands to provide against 
an overproduction, to facilitate the marketing of 
crops, to make provisions against financial loss to 
the farmer, it is manifestly unfair to throw the 
entire burden of responsibility upon the farmer^.

Congress is now in session; it has the power if 
it so desires, to place a minimum price upon next ■ 
year’s crops. Such action would immediately re­
store the’.confidence of the farmer, give him a 
credit basis for the borrowing of money to put 
in his crops, and be a stimulus for increased pro­
duction. Michigan Business Farming" believes 
that this should be done before another planting, 
and will bend its e^ery effort to secure such legis­
lation. Next week we w.ill present a plan for the 
successful putting into effect of minimum prices.

Ill The Dollar a Year Men.
Q O M E  OF UNCLE Sam’s costliest helpers are 
O  the dollar-a-year-men. Rich men they aré, 

—-gone to Washington, the most of them, 
to saddle their hobbies onto the government. 
Patriotic? Yes. Practical? For the most part, 
no. Some of them are earning their salaries; 
others are doing mcfTe harm than good to the 
cause. Frequently,, a ten-thousand-dollar-a-year 
executive is dirt-cheap compared to _a dollar-a-year 
man. -

It has'been said and it is true that the suc­
cess of the, United States arm s'in  this'w ar de­
mands in large measure upon the united and' 
enthusiastic co-operation of-the people. A lack 
of sympathy with their viewpoint chills their ar­
dor; a disregard of their interests turns them 
from active supporters tq indifferent if not ac­
tive antagonists. If the present friendly morale 
of the American people is to be maintained and 
strengthened their interests must be carefully 
safe-guarded and no obnoxious control should be 
placed over the conduct of their business or 
persons to secure a desired end which could just 
as well if perhaps not a littfe better be secured 
by a direct appeal to their patriotism.

The majority of the dollar-a-year-men who are 
directing the various' branches of the Food Ad­
ministration át Washington are out of touch with 
thé common folks. They all have their 'heories 
of how this and that should be done, but they 
ha’ -e been almost wholly oblivious, in many 
instances, of the people’s wishes Æïïd welfare, 
in putting these into effect. The dollar-a-year- 
men, it should be remembered, have not been 
chosen for their .special fitness, but because their 
services were offered free.

It would seem that a nation which spends twen­
ty or thirty - billion dollars on its first year’s 
war preparations could afford to hire the BEST 
brains of the nation, regardless of the cost, to di­
rect the war work. It is false economy to leave 
the administration of important affairs in the 
hands of-bungling theorists merely because their 
services cost nothing. ‘ ;

Uncle Sam should give his dollar-a-year-men 
who have, proven their incapacity for their jobs, 
an honorable discharge to take effect at once. 
He should Then hire the best men he can get, re­
gardless of their financial conditions. He should 

'pick representative men',—those who have'lived 
'd o sé ’ to The people, who know their problems 
and respect their opinions. He should pay These 
men the full worth of their services. He should 
throw the entire responsibilities of thejr jobs 
upon their shoulders. If they make good, he 
should retain them; if they failed, hé should" 
“ fire” them and make way .for better men.

Not until Uncle Sam puts his war business 
on a business basis, and surrounds himself with r 
men Who measure up to the full responsibilities 
of their jobs, will the war preparations, go for­
ward smoothly, rapidly, and ^efficiently.

The Next Liberty Loan

«HE THIRD Liberty Loan campaign will be 
launched early in February. War costs are 
rising; the demands of our Allies for addi­
tional loans become more insistent. Money, money, 

money is the need and the cry of the hour.
Money must be had; money will be bad. If it. 

cannot be borrowed from the people of the United 
States, it will be raised by direct taxation. The

war will be financed, either'by the sale of bonis 
or the levying of taxes, and every citizen will 
contribute his share.

In spite of the fact that the people of this na­
tion have already leaned seven billion dollars to 
the Government, the savings deposit vaults of the 

, country have scarcely felt the drain. There is 
plenty of money yet lying idle in the banks, bur­
eau drawers and family mattresses that might just 
as well be used by the government as long as the 

1 government is willing to give a high-interest 
bearing bond against the resources of the Coun­
try as security. -  ^

The farmers of Michigan are not as well fixed 
in a financial way as some of the city folks be­
lieve. Moreover, most of the farmers this year 
are going to need pretty nearly every cent they 
can get thefr hands on to buy fertilizer, seed and 
machinery for next year’s crops. If their means 
are too limited to permit them to buy both l i b ­
erty bonds and farm machinery, they will render 
a ^far greater -service to their government by in­
vesting their cash in machinery and letting the 
other fellow buy the bonds. '.

It is going to cost the farmers of the United 
States more to grow crops next year than ever be­
fore. Machinery is high, fertilizer is high, labor 
is high. Lack of hand labor necessitates greater 
use o f mechanical labor, and if production is to be 
increased, it will be only at a very greatly in­
creased cost per acre.

We do not believe that the farmers of the na­
tion are going to buy very liberally of the next 
issue of Liberty bonds. It is not that they are 
unpatriotic or unsympathetic with the govern­
ment’s war aims,—hot at all; If they do not buy 
as many Liberty bonds per capita or in proportion 
to their estimated wealth as their city cousins, it 
will be solely because they .need their money and 
credit to grow foodstuffs. All other things being 
equal, however, the farmer will invest as loyally 
and as largely in the third issue of Liberty bonds 
as anyone else.

Time and a>half for Over-Time. 
r  | A HE FEDERAL milk commission which has 

JL been in session at-Chicago for the past sev­
eral weeks listening to the arguments of 

producers for higher milk prices, has conceded the 
justice of allowing the farmer to figure time and a 
half for over-time, and will recommend that such 
be made a part of his legitimate costs.

Think of it,—time-and-a-half for over-time,—for 
the farmer! Lord bless us, what’s this world com­
ing to, anyway? Since time immemorial the farm­
er has labored from twelve to^fifteen hours a day, 
without even knowing where he was going to get 
enough to feed and blothe his wife and children, 
let alone to pay him common day wages for his 
labor. Altho. in, more recent years he has begun 
to figure how to make a profit on liis labor and-in­
vestment, he never dreamed of a time when he 
would be able to dispense with the manual help 
of his wife and children or draw his own salary 
for his own work at the end of the week. Yet for 
many, this time has also come.

And now, time-and-a-half' for over-time! How 
do you figure it? Simple enough. According to 
regular elght-hour-a-day time, you’re not supposed 
to begih work until eight o’clock. But for some 
reason or other, nature decrees that you must.be 
astir long before that hour. If you attempt to keep 
union hours, what happens? There’s a terrible 
hullabaloo from the barnyard.'  ThBNcaIves bawl, 
the horses neigh; the cows moo, the sheep bleat, 
and the hogs and chickens put up an awful howl 
because breakfast is late, and so you are obliged 
to infringe upon the union rules and get up and 
feed the animals. But yhu change it to over-time. 
And despite union rules, you have to put in a 
couple of hours ov&r-time at night. No doubt some­
body will complain that you loaf on the job during 
the day time for the sake of that extra over-time 
pay, but you know that it can’t be helped, and so 
when Saturday night cpmes you-draw a check for 
your overtime, with a clear conscience. Now you 
can consider yourself a full-fledged union man, 
drawing union pay and time-and-a-half for over­
time. The only difference is that the union man 
cashes his check, and yoq don’t.

The New Train Dispatcher

In the business of growing foodstuffs', that the I 
world may be fed the farmer takes all the chances, i  
Fortunately and providentially the cost of pro- f 
duetion and the supply and-demand have varied I 
but little, so that the farmer has been able to sur- 1 
vive with few losses,—and small profits. Now 1 
that we are facing abnormal conditions and a most I 
uncertain economic future, it is no more than fair | 
and right that the world should share with the | 
farmer, the chances of unprofitable prices due to 1 
a possible overproduction;—and guarantee him a 1 
minimum price. • |
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Unqualified Exemption to Farmers
I have read the M. B. F. regularly and find it 

is the best farm paper I have ever heard of or 
read.

Have been very much interested in the matter 
"of organizing the farmers and also about drafting 
the farmers for military service. It Surely seeins 
absurd to make su^h a “ fuss” and tell the farmers 
to put out so many crops and then take the help 
away when they are heeded the most. When 
Secretary of War Baker wants to solve the labor 
problem on the farm by sending the boys from 
the army hack to the farm during planting, grow­
ing and harvesting season he is far short of using 
brains. Doesn’t he know that if beef and pork are 
to be had,-someone has to stay on the farms dur­
ing the winter ~1;o care for them and feed them. 
The only way the army can be. fed . and the rest 
of th’e world also, Is to give unqualified exemption 
to all registrants who are farmers, whether they 
are owners of land or not. Many farmers’ sons 
who are heeded badly have been taken and those 
farmers are not going to work harder because 
their song have been taken. In fact, nearly all 
farmers who have boy§‘ of draft age are not able 
to do a day’s work every day in the week, much 
less than taking a man’s place on thé farm. Some 
say that one" man bn a farm is sufficient, why not 
have one elderly man do all the clerking and man­
aging in a large department store?, How many 
farmers would be bothered with other help and 
especially city help? All the city help want short 
hours; good ,meals and lodging, easy work, big 
wages and a rig or the car nearly 
every night a week. A profit to. the 
farmers, is it not?.

A great many faring are going to 
lay idle and grow up to weeds, also 
the stock will be sold off. Most of 
the farmers will do only sufficient 
work to make a living and noth­
ing more, many would not be able 
to do more.

Then also having a town fellow 
who never was on a farm as county 
agent. He doesn’t even know what 
a good crop of hay, wheat or oats 
is, much less be able to advise the 
farmers what to do. At least ■ the 
one our county had was of no bene­
fit and a farmer isn’t willing to 
take ̂ advice from one who has had 
no experience.

Some registrants near here are 
not claiming exemption—not be­
cause they don’t deserve it—but be­
cause they are afraid that the local 
board will be harder on ̂  them - if. 
they do. Is that right?

The papers are full of talk tell­
ing everyone to save. Just leave 
the average farrner out, because 
anyone who lives on a farm has to 
save or go to the county house. The 
farmers are not getting rich in a 
year or two. At the end of 25 or 30 
years of hard work the# may have 
enough to- keep them the rest of 

-their lives, if they.have Been very 
saving.—A Reader of M. B. F. from 
Osceola county.

Wheat Prices vs. Flour Prices
I appreciate your paper very- 

much. and think every . farmer? 
should be a subscriber. Now,., as to 
the Wheat situation, our Grand 
Rapids mills are paying $2.04 for 
white and $2.09 fo f red. They say 
the balance of 11c and i6c.isjtaken 
up by freight, /-W hen the : farmer 
delivers his.wheat at the mills why" 
should he pay the freight? It 
seems to me that the freight-should 
go the other way' and be called the 
price of wheat when, the consumer 
goes-to the mill to get his^ flour.
The same song is sung to 'him and 
they are told the wheat costs them 
$2.15 and $2.20 f.o.b. somewhere, , 
and the same must be charged up ; 
to them for flour. .It seems the 
miller, should get along all right 
and be patriotic if he is allowed his 
percentage and freight charges both 
ways.

Is . there -a new law that; will 
prevent a farmer from feeding

his wheat to live stock? 1 am feeding mine and 
while I wish to be a law “abiding citizen, I don’t 
want to-see the miller get one kernel of my wheat 
unless I get what I should have for it. I think 
it is just as fair for the farmer to feed his grain 
as it is to be patriotic and take same to the’ mill, 
pay. the freight to somewhere, then buy the bran 
and j>ay the freight on that, too. This thing of 
wheatless days is all right. I don’t care if there 
are 7 wheatless days a week as far as I am con­
cerned. We getting $2.04 for white wheat and the 
miller getting $3.60 per barrel for flour and $44 
per ton for his bran doesn’t look good to me. We 
can raise Wheat at $2.04 this year if, we count 
our time about 50c per day and I believe if it would 
help out the poor farmers would hot complain, but 
to see the price our wheat is worth after it goes 
through the mill and see the miller get what be­
longs to someone eise, doesn’t look good to a 
man up a tree.—J. B., Grand Rapids, Mich.

We need the Boys on the Farm„
In regard to the farm labor problem, I think 

we need air boys to work on the farm because it 
is so difficult to get 'farm help.
/T o w n  140 acres of good land in Saginaw county, 

township of Chesaning and have two boys, ages 
14 and 21. The youngest attends school while 
the other boy and myself work the farm and I 
don’t see how I could spare him, for he runs all 
the machinery. ;.

Last year we raised 40 acres of hay, 28 acres of 
wheat, 25 . acres of oats, 23 acres of beans and 15 
acres of corn. * We tried to produce all the crops 
we could in order to help-jwin the war,, for “the 
boys’’ have got to be fed and we want to. help all 
we can.

I hope-the government will exempt the farm-

APPOINTED DIRECTOR GENERAL OF RAILROADS

er boys for I can’t help but see that my neighbors 
will need their boys very much in the spring.-^- 
G. H., Chesaning, Mich* ,Vw

They Pay Us What .They Please .
Inclosed find one dollar for renewal of subscrip­

tion for your most valuable paper. You are the 
pulley on the main shaft to drive business when 
it is necessary. The farmers should be thankful 
for men to express the sentiments of all Mich­
igan farmers at the right time and place.

Michigan farmers seem to be the target for 
middlemen to fire at. Milk, potatoes and beans 
seem to be the main things. The biggest graft 
is on potatoes and beans, because of the potato, 
grading and bean picking. Farmers in going to 
market, feel and know they will get beat. On 
beans, 17c per pound is taken off for every pound 
they pick, and the elevator man keeps the “pick.” 
So you seé they" pay us what they please and make 
things come their way at the same time, * - 

Potato grading is a great loss to farmers in this 
county this season as a large proportion are No. 
2. That means that -there will be less acres 
planted next spring unless something is done 
to encourage and protect the farmers so that 
they may ¿derive some profit from their work.— 
A. D. B., Remus, Mich.

The Buyers Don’ t Like the Grading Rules 
In this section we had an early frost id Septem­

ber which cut the size of tubers-and also the yield. 
I know of several farmers whose potatoes, if sold 
under the present grading system, 1-4 to 1-2 would 
gó in the No.. 2 grade. I sold one load of 32 bush­
els and sorted them the same as always or better 
if anything and out of a load that size I had four 
qrates of No, 2 all of a size and as nice a bunch 

as could be wanted. It is the grad- 
ding that hurts here and farmers 
are not inclined to sell. But hardly 
any "would kick on a 1% in. screen. 
But the buyers don’t like it. One 
told me that he did not believe he 
cduld handle oyer 550 or 600 bush­
els a day, where he has taken in . 
nearly double that amount in the 
old way.

Thanking you for what you aré 
doing for the farmer. Yours truly, 
G. C., Coral. Mich.
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“ I am not Getting Enough 
of the Consumer’s Dollar.”  

Marketing js one of the greatest 
problems that the farmers have to 
think of. Production is an easy 
question. A man goes to work in 
the spring with hopes of a good crop 
and a good price, and spend's all of 
his time, money and energy. The 
government asks the farmer to put 
in ail the crops he can, but they do 
not make a clear market for the 
farmer in the fall. I do not believe 
it is possible to produce'enough on 
a farm to put it on a permanent 
profit Wo hoe!« under the present 
marketing conditions. If every! 
fr rarer should increase his produc­
tion to the maximum, the present 
conditions of the market will art-' 
swer that question. I don’t believe 
I am getting enough of the consum- 
e ’s dollar to pay for the chances I 
take and the profit on my labor.
1 he consumer pays enough all right 
but* it never reaches the farmer, ' 
—E. C. C.. Hart. Mich.

Farmer Does the Work; Middle-/ 
man Gets the Money*

Will- say in regard to the present 
situationthat ,it is the. samb With-: 
me as it is with pothers. »T'went "in 
debt $275.5 for a,team. $2 for a fa r ­
row to put in dpuds for the I f /S . !  
Bought my seed' from ‘ .the-man 
rent/of,|cnd paid him $3 a bushel^ 
Dé said they Were “Beauty of He­
bron,” but they turned out all kintis. 
and very ( small at -that, so at ..the 
present price qtf $1 per hundred I ' 
do not get my seed back. That Is 
the way the farmers have made 
money this year. Some are trying 
tv lumbfjr and haul but it has been 
up-hill work as there has not been 
enough snow. The poor farmer is 
the man to stand the brunt and the 
ir iddleman gets the money,—F. H., 
Gaylord.
{Additional editorials by otir read­

erŝ  on following paye.)
uiiiiiiiiitttaiffiiiiniiiiiBiiHiiiiiiiHifliiiHiiiiinHiiippiiiiiŷ  ...... .— ...... -niMmiii

- William Gibbs MeAdpó, who in becoming Director General | 
..of Railroads Assumes the greatest responsibility in the history | 
of transportation management, thas a reputation for acbikying 1‘ 
vast and difficult tasks. Having only.’ siaali experience as a~poli- | 
tician, he took a large part in the management of the campaign | 
that elected Woodrow Wilson Presidenti, and with limited experi- | 
enee in finance he became Secretary of,the Treasury, and, in addi- I 
tion, floated the two greatest loans eves’ subscribed in this country^ j
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EDITORIALS BY OUR READERS

H r

The Truth Shall Make You Free 
§ Michigan Business Farming Is read with in- 
b , terest. I am delighted to note the facts given on 
| marketing and handling of produce. When Henry 
| Ford returned from his “Peace Trip”  I endeavored 
S to reach him by letter, urging him to establish 
J  a great independent newspaper by a permanent 
i  endorsement, whose sole purpose would be to tell 
I  the truth, to the people of America and the world:
| as the greatest, deed of helpfulness to humanity 
| that could be accomplished.
| The truth in politics, the truth in/ finance, in 
| business operations, in everything concerning hu- 
I  manity’s interest, but of course, the under secre- 

tary to the assistant secretary replied that Mr. Ford 
1 was too busy with greater matters to give any con- 
I  sideration to such a proposition, 
f  You will understand something of my pleasure 
g that there is at least one paper in Michigan which 
I  endeavors to ascertain and tell the truth about 
1 the greed of organized capital in its endeavor to 
I  speculate upon the necessities of life. May the 
1 scope and power of M ich ig an  B usin ess  F arming  
| constantly increase till the welcome day of univer- 
| gal enlightenment arrives.
1 Till we' are able to read each month the receipts 
| and holdings of the great sugar companies, the 
| details of the costs of manufacture and transpor- 
I  tation and the sale of the products with the actual 
1 net profits made by the stockholders, these facts 
1 we, the people, are as much entitled to concerning 
| all the great corporations., as they are entitled to 
§ government ? po”ts on farmers’ ock and grain. i 
S The bringing of these facts to light soon enough 
1 for intell’gent remedial measures before America’s 
| millions become exasperated with 
I  high prices of sugar, coal, flour,
I  meats', etc., means the urevention 
§ of the greatest blaze of Anarchy vs.
| Capitalism that ever staggered the 
1 world.—H. L. Mt. Pleasant, Mich. N

after they got out of farmers’ hands. Then I . have been a subscriber to the Michigan Farmer 
could see what the middleman made in four hours, for years and look through its.pages every week 
as much as I made in one year and I don’t know - to see if there Is anything of interest for/the 
what.the market would-be if we, could raise as average farmer, but find very little—mostly stor- 
fipich as they want us to, we would get Cleveland ies. I am in the dairy business. Glad (to know
times right in war-times. The M. B. F. protects the 
farmer more than anything I ever ran across. 
I don’t know whether I am a business farmer or 
not, but I know I am a busy farmer and. if I keep 
on reading the M. B. F., which I surely will, T  
can’t help being a  farmer. I raised 28 acres of 
wheat last year, threshed 326 bushels; 23 acres 
of beans, threshed 207 bushels.—O. H., Chesaning.

Potato Grading; Legalized Robbery
I am a subscriber and interested reader of your 

valuable paper and am a potato grower, having 
raised 2,000 bushels this year and am vriry much, 
in favor of your stand on the present system of 
grading. Nearly every field- in this part of Oceana 
Co. was more or less damaged by the early frosts, 
and many fields did not yield over-20 to 60 bushels 
to the acre and I do not think the average would 
be any over 100 bushels, much of which is second 
grade according to the new grading rules.

The price in Hart at the present time is $1.25 
per cwt. for No. 1 and 75c for No. 2 and much of 
the stock riround here will grade as low as 50 per 
cent No. 2, which means, that 50 per cent of the 
farmers must sell at an actual cash loss to say 
nothing about their own time.

To me it appears as legalized robbery of the 
farmers who responded to the President’s call 
for an increased average of farm crops.

I anticipate a much smaller acreage next season 
unless we get a fairer deal than at presept.

Assuring you of my utmost support in your fight 
for a* square deal and wishing -you a motet Happy 
and Prosperous New Year.—22. L Walkerville,

that you'are trying to get us a square deal, both 
milk and beans. '  We have sold the beans. The 
first load'we sold to a dealer who bought by the 
hundred. He beat us out of $1.00 on each bag. 
The second load we sold by the bushel to another 
man and got, better treatment. We need a farm­
ers^ "elevator at Owosso. Sincerely yours—17% O. 
8., Owosso, Mich.

, Plenty of Production Advice, But Xittle 
Marketing Advice

My idea about the production and marketing.
I dare say there are today, thousands of people 

that don’t know what a potato or bean looks like. 
We read every day about somebody telling the 
farmer what to raise and how to plant and grow 
his crops. But do you read anything from any­
body telling the—farmers hpw to sell his produce 
and get all there is in it.

I can’t understand why we as farmers and til­
lers of the soi) don’t wake up and get together 
and have a little something to say what we shall 
have for our produce, not let the fellow sit in 
his easy chair smoking gopd cigars “and we pay­
ing for them” set the price omour farm produce. 
The farmer knows best about what he ought to 
have for his produce. '  He should have a reason­
able profit over and above the cost of producing 
his produce.

I hope the M. B. F. will get the farmers woke Up 
so they will try and do something for ourselves.

For the past thirty years the farmer has been 
between H—11 and fire trying to make a giving 
and pay expenses.—Subscriber.
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Farmers Should Have $9 for 
Beans

I saw in my last issue that you 
have been at Washington just re­
cently to look after the farmers’ in­
terests concerning potatoes, beans, 
etc. Altho I raise some potatoes,
I am more interested in the prfce 
of beans. Let me give you my ex- 
’"'■'rience with beans in the past 
three years, since I have worked 
my father’s farm and my own.

' In 1915 I drilled 18*4 acres of 
beans and one piece failing to come 
up right I was compelled to drill 
them twice and as I believe (from 
experience in fighting weeds and 
raising beans which go hand in 
hand) in heavy seeding it required 
about twenty bushels of beans at 
$2.60 per bushel or $52.00 for the 
seed, and now for the result: v

The beans got an enormous growth of vines 
and plenty of pods to yield, as thq neighbors .said, 
30 bushels per acre and along came anthracnose or 
blight and turned the pods- about all black and 
they brought $53.00 for the entire crop.

In 1916 I raised on nearly 5 acres, 28 bushels, 
bringing $6.00 straight, $168.

In 1917 I raised 12 acres of beans and by work­
ing day and night and drawing some of them in 

„the rain and putting them in every little cubby, 
hole, finally have them secured in good con­
dition. As I have not threshed, could speak no 
further. The neighbors’ beans are yielding with* 
honest-acreage from 4, to 9, bushels per acre. So 

P l f e ; 1  will conclude by saying that farmers Should re- 
... .¿Jr. eeiye at least $9.00 for No.. J. beans in order to 

live at all.—W. B.,>FowlerviUe, Mich., JB2.
Mam m m :&:.v  ̂ " V

Help Being a Business Farmer With 
- Hein of M fB . F]*

p ‘think the most interest to me would be mar- 
§  keting. I have -farmed about forty years in, Sag- 

inaw county and I Jjave never seen the time yet 
i  when I raised a good crop of any kind. Most ev- 

¡’-ijjr ei*y farmer would raise a good crop and whatever 
:> ■ It was the price would drop and the middleman 

I  would get the most of the profit and the consum- 1 I er get a very little. I often /thought it wps a 1 fright when the middleman made as much in-one 
? ■§ day as thfe farmer made in one year. I "'would 

\ K draw my wheat in a day or two and the elevator 
/ '.•• ' • § . man would handle my wheat and beans in about 

I  tour hours, what I raised in one year. I have 
H | | known wheat, beans and oats to come up one-third

I WANT SOME N °Z  GRADE' 
POTATOES. THEY'RE 40%  
CHEAPER AND JUST RIGHT) 
SIZE FOR TABLE USE.

ife.

I i

Stamping: the Retail Grocer

“ 1 Think Your Paper Will Help a Lot”
I take three other farm papers but yours beats 

them all. You paper is what the farmers have 
been needing for the last 25 years, -jl min on a 
farm of 200 acres and produce a lot at sputi but no 
corn this year. There is .not one^good field of 
corn in 20 in Lenawee county. Not much wheat, 
but a good  ̂oat crojx I think* your 'paper will help 
me a lot. It jqakes me sick, to hear/the! county 

> agents telling the farmers what to do! ',|jjbey need 
- ^ot worry, thè; farmers are not an fooler if they 

-will pay the PrTcq, they will get .the goods.—F. S. , . 
Clayton, .Mièti., R 3.

The Farjcner Stand! the Brunt
>’■. Will.say in regard fo the.-situation of many who 

are ,the same as myself, went in debt $27(> for a 
team, $20 for a harrow- so as to put in spuds for*, 
the Boi^ht m y. sqed from the man I rept
from „and' pai<j him $3 'per bushel. He said they 
were'Beauty o f KB^bron. hilt they turned out all 
kinds, ahd/ very, smalT/at that, so at the. present 
price of $ì per & v^,,Ido not get pay for my seed. 
Now how about the $295 debt? vOf course the mon­
eyed men have tó have their moneys or the »pota­
toes,. or. beans, and that -4* thè, way the farmer 
makes money. > The snow ijS now about 14 inches 
above all of tiie roads. Sòme are trying to lum­
ber and haul but it is. up hill work and'the poor 
farmer is the man to stand the ̂ brunt and the mid­
dleman gets the money.—F. È., Qaylord.

V ' A. \;>èàr V 'T ‘ ;• >
'Glad You Aye Trying to Get Us Square Deal

I xeceivedr-t#vo ; sample copies of your paper. 
' I t  is the best farm paper I have seen yet. I

Farmer and,,Consumer Should 
Get Closer Together

Farmers, did you ever Mop and 
-think-‘a minute if we could get~tp- 
gether, pull together, and stick to­
gether, we would have something 
to say.

I took a sample of beans to the 
elevator at Pontiac the other day.

Y They said they would pick out 
about six pounds to the hundred 
and would pay me $6.30 per bu. 
Why I told them there was nothing 
doing; I would grind them up and 
feed them to the hogs before 
would take that price. i

Now the whole think is, can’t | 
we get this food stuff to the com 8 
sumer? Yes, I say, if we pull to- | 
gether. Keep on with your good § 
work, and we as tillers of the | 
soil will stand by you. I for one | 
will stand by you.

I think we can tell our consumer' 8 
i f  they will meet us half way we 1 
will go' fifty-fifty with them and g 
then cut out some of the middle- I  
man’s profits.

I grew apples and spuds for 14 years in the | 
Yakima, state of Washington. I could tell you I  
many interesting facts during that time with the | 
commission man and brokers. I can talk better I  
than write, some day itr might be convenient f o r _ l  
me to meet with some of you old farmers. I’ll bet" | , 
we would have some time/ I am farming 160 i  
acres close to the Asylum —W. J. 8., Pontiac,

i ■ v =
Farmers All Disgusted With Potato Screen |

In answer td'your ihquiry M. B. F. in re- I  
gard to the problem of pípductfon and marketing 
of produce, which, is of ;the most importance,'''! 
would say if production was doubly increased in f  
the United States-, the farmer Would get no more | 
money for his bushels thajr one half the amount | 
produced nbw, and greatly increase the amount-e-i, 
of his labor and expenses and decrease the fértil- ¡r 
ity of the so il' greatly. I , say n o ,. a thousand f.. 

»/times no. Seed dawn. Build *up yóur Tand and g  

raise .hay arid, stocky That was a good illustrar. J 
fion of the consumer in porch i^ith flat iron in f  
harid talking with the producer. But why did g 
she not throw it at the head of that middleman? i  
Farmers all disgusted with the potato screen. 1 
M. B. -F, is all right.—A. H. E., Sand Lake. |

A Man With Few Words 
Enclosed find one dollar for paper. I am a little v I  

late, but I hád to earn this dollar with saw and 1 
axe, and potatoes. Bay I aim feeding m y'stock 1, 
potatoes in all different ways. 1 am going to plant 1 
a very large part of my farm to potatoes—about ;  i  
half an acre, 10 acrés was a lesson at 65 cents- | 
at this writing.—F. M,, Levering.

__ H&r- m m ■ -1
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N  OTWITHSTANDING the fact High Prices of Feed and Labor, Incident to the War 
have Compelled Dairymen to Organize and 

Stand for Higher and More Profitable Prices

that the high priced of every- 
!  thing connected with the pro*
§• duction of milk and its products 
i ]  have resulte1 in serious losses that 
| only time and good management 
I  can make good, is going to be the 
I  making of a better business .in the 
I  years to come. Economic changes are fast de- 
j  veioping in which the dairy farmers of the United 
jg States must play a much more. important 
f  part in furnishing sustenance, to the civilized peo- 
!  Ple of the world. Dairy conditions, in common 
| .with other branches of the great live stock in- 
!  dustry, ;vere vastly aggravated by the war situa- 
!  tion, and complicated by the key factors—the 
i  high prices and shortage of grain feeds and labor.
| The selling of dairy cows followed fb a degree that 
| caused economists'*'alarm. The dairy farmer, 
j| thinking^only of the one year’s profits, sold cows 
I  ÔT* h§ef at high pricés. He did not reason into 
i  the future; his vision was circumscribed. The 

■■ {§" economist takes world surveys, having in view the 
| vital necessities of all populations, -The dairy 
J  , farmer whp has sold himself short of good cows 
1; has been shortsighted. He may have obtaingd 
| good prices; but the final accounting will show 
| that good cows kept on the farm where the bulk 
j|., of the food supply is grown will prove more 
i  profitable.

, i .  Wartime conditions have resulted in creating 
| new demands and markets for such products as 
= canned milk and cheese that contain a maximufn 
| of nutritiye elements in a form that can be trans-.
| ported'"’ ong distances at a comparatively low 
g cost. Strict economy made necessary by the soar- 
| ing prices of milk and its products is also sem- 
| pliasizing the fact that the city consumer can pur- 
| chase h's milk in cans cheaper than he can pay 
j  excessive city delivery charges to the men who 
j  stand between him and the farmer. It will prove 
| a blessing to both consumers and farmers if the 
| whole rotten gang who control prices of bottled 
| milk in some of our big cities can bfe put out of the”
| running.' The da’ ry situation in close proximity 
1 to all of our big cities is in a chaotic condition.
%l It was developed on a basis of cheap grain and 
| by-product feeding materials and it has not paid 
| a legitimate profit in the past twenty years. It 
| has not only failM to pay decent profits, but it 
| has resulted ip encouraging poor farming meth-- 
¡  ods and depleting our farms of the best cows and 
1 sending them to premature slaughter, thus pre- 
§ venting the development of more profitable and 

satisfying systems of farming and handling dairy 
| cattle. As it is the change is going to hurt a few 
I  dairy farmers, but it *s going to result in encourag- 
| ing many more to adopt other tynes of farming.
| It is encouraging builders of eondensaries to go 
I  ahead at full spead in building new plants and 
I  making their old ones more efficient. In fact 
f  war has resulted in putting an economic pressure 
s on the whole milk industry in proxlmitv to a b’ g 
i  city that "threatens to do away with bottled milk 
1 and substitute the grocery store for the milk 
| wagon.
| As a natural result of war-time economy in 
1 placing cheese at the head of economic dairy 
j  foods, hundreds of creameries, especially in New 
1 York, Wisconsin and other sections, have been 
| transformed *nto cheese facto"‘ es. These plants, 

however, could be changed back if necessary, at 
1 small cost. Butter, on account of the competi- 
| tion^of condensed milk and cheese and the increas­

ing encroachments of substitutes that take advan­
tage of every advance it makes, has had to as­
sume a comparatively humble position. There 
is every reason to believe that cheese and butter 
will be shipped to the warring countries in large 
amounts after peace has been declared, although, 
of- course, cheesfe will sell more read’ly than but- 

¿  ter, because it is regarded as án article of every- 
| day diet among the English, French and German 

people.
- For years Denmark, Holland and Belgium have 
I largely furnished dairy products for the European 
I markets, but the dairy industry of these countries 
| has" suffered as a result of the war, and many 
| thousands of the remaining cows in the herds 
1 of these countries will be killed in a short t'me, 
j  now that America has put an embargo on the shtp- 
§ ment df grain feeds to neutrals, So long as it was 
| possible for them to buy‘ American grain feeds 
I for their cows and sell butter, milk,. eggs, cheese 
§ bacon and beef to blockaded Germany they could 
1 make enormous profits? regardless of . what these 
I  .feeds cost them. Now that all this is ended 
| news comes from Holland that an order has been 
I  issued to slaughter half a million cattle for beef, 
i  In Denmark the same condition must prevail 
| so that its herds must be reduced to a .selMeed--.
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ing basis. 'Even then if conditions become more 
acute in Germany there is every reason to believe 
that a further slaughter of cattle will be ordered, 
to say nothing of the high prices which will tempt 
many farmers to sell their cattle frpm now until 
after ( peace comes. It is going to take a long 
time for these countries to put their dairy in­
dustry back on a normal footing, and this will 
give American cheese and butter makers an op­
portunity to get their products well known and 
markets established.

Among the dairy products^vhich have been par­
ticularly boomed during the war has beén condens­
ed or evaporated milk. This product, put up "n 
sealed cans, is used in increasing amounts by the 
armies in the field, as Well as by me people in civil 
life. Millions of European people are depending 
entirely upon American condensed milk. Our can­
ned milk has made an excellent reputation for it­
self in England, France and Italy, but of course 
the industry will be forced to develop neW mar­
kets for their product when the war is over. Just 
now there is an interesting fight on in many re­
gions between the eondensaries and cheese fac­
tories for thè milk produced by the farmers.

New York, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan and 
sections outlie Pacific Northwest are the centos 
of the condensed milk industry. The milk from 
thousands of farms is used, but in most cases its 
production is carefully supervised bv dairy ex­
perts employed bv the companies. The farmers 
are expected to keep their cows under sanitary 
conditions and deliver the milk as soon as possible 
so that it js perfectly fresh. Immediately after it 
is weighed in at the condensary it is tested, fil­
tered and sterilized.

In biaking sweetened condensed milk 16 pounds 
of sugar is added to each 100- pounds of milk. 
Then the milk is run into tanks from which the 
air has been withdrawn, and is held at a tempera­
tura of logrees. As the water 5s drawn off. the 
milk gradually thickens until only one-third of 
its'-orieinal bulk is left. It then passes into cool­
ing tanks and the whole temperature is lowered 
sufficiently for canning and sealing. This sweet­
ened milk is not fully sterilized during the pro­
cess, but the sugar which is added acts as a pre­
servative. Condensed milk will not keep ag well 
as that which is put into the cans unsweetened 
because the latter is Imated to a temperature of 
235 degrees which completely sterilizes it in the 
process. This unsweetened condensed milk is 
sold under the trade name of evaporated milk.

Condensed skim milk is a more recent product 
and finds a ready sale among fakers and confec­
tioners. It is cheaoer than condensed whole 
milk, and is really a valuaba product, as it con­
tains all the nutriments of whole milk, only the fat 
being removed. Many creamer es use the sk’m 
milk in making condensed milk. In fact it is the 
only way that a creamery can successfully compete 
with the cheese factories for their supply of milk. 
For many years there has been more or less prej­
udice against skim m!ik in any form, becau m 
of the possibility of it being mixed with whole- 
milk, but when sold under its true name its use 
should be encouraged in times like these when ev­
ery pound of human food is no-ded to feed our 
people. Skim nrlk is not suited for infant feel­
ing and one of the prime objections to its u r 
has been the fact that many ignorant families 
might be induced to buy it for infants. It has 
great vahío -when used for cooking and is begin­
ning to find a ready market among, hotely bak­
eries, and confectionary manufacturers. There is 
no reason why it should not become a staple 
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farm ing:. T h ose  w ho have becom e fa t  and sleel

IU K  P R O D U C E R S , be on yo u r  gu ard . These 
are  trying: tim es -for the cause o f o rgan ized

fro m  the profits  on  you r p rod u cts  in o th er years 
v iew  y ou r  p rog ress  in the m ark etin g  end w ith  
a la rm , and are  ever  w a tch fu l to ca tch  you  
n app ing. E ess th an  three m onths a go , the. o f ­
ficers  o f  the I llin o is  M ilk P ro d u ce rs ’ A ss ’ i k  
w ere  in d icted  fo r  v io la tion  o f  the an ti-tru st 
la w s, and  now  the old ga n g  has handed the 
N ew  Y o rk  p rod u cers  the sam e dose . It is 
a la im ed  th a t officers o f  the D a iry m e n ’s E eagu e  
had  a rb itra r ily  fixed  the price  o f  m ilk  and that 
p ro d u ce rs  w h o  v io la ted  the -a greem ents w ere 
p en a lized . T he m ilk  com b in e  is m ak in g  one 
la st  desperate  stand  aga in st the a d va n ce  o f  the 
org a n ized  p rod u cers , and stop  a t noth in g  to  ga in  
th e ir  ends. T h e re fo re , be on  y o u r  gu ard , m ilk  
p rod u cers  o f  M ich igan . “ T he b o o g y  m an w ill 
ge t you  if  you  d o n 't  w a tch  ou t .”
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article o f diet for sale In all gro­
cery stores of the country. It 
can be put on the market at com­
paratively low cost and it would 
be the saving of many tons of val­
uable human food.

Powdered milk, which can bo put 
In cans or glass jars, is gaining in 

popularity; It is particularly useful in camps and 
for those who live some distance from transpor­
tation lines. It is made by remov'ng all the water, 
the result being so much solid matter. Powdered 
skim milk is finding a more ready market than 
powdered whole milk. Bakers and confectioners 
who have a barrel of powdered milk on hand are 
independent of milk men* and delayed trains. Tfyey 
can simply put some of the powder in the required 
amount of water and proceed as With sk;m milk. f 
Most of the powdered milk plants sell their cream 
qt make butter and use the skim milk for the 
manufacture of the powdered article. In these 
days of expensive transportation such products 
are sure to gain in popularity and find a ready 
sale in European countries. Malted mPk is some­
what different than powdered milk, but it has 
reached tremendous popularity in hospitals, sani­
tariums, soft drink fountains and many homes. 
Many invalids who do not like whole milk are 
very fond of malted milk. Malted milk is produc­
ed by blending condensed milk with grains, par- 
ticularlv b a r le y which has gone through the malt-, 
ing process, which ^s a fermentation. Some of fhs 
best managed dairy farms in the countrv snpply 
milk for the manufacturers of malted milk.

The ice cream industry and the soda fountain 
demand for whole milk, butter milk and cream 
is a lusty giant that lias been growing at record 

.speed. Then, too, the great wave of prohibition 
that is sweeping the country certain to result 
in greatly increasing the demand for these palat­
able and stimulating soft drinks. The great 
bulk of commercial ice cream i9 made from milk, 
cream and whole milk condensed. Figuring the 
annual output of about 150,000,000 gallons of 
ice cream in terms of the^e commodities, the 
industry uses in one year 30.000 fofiO gallons of 
cream, 255,000,000 pounds of whole milk and 
1155.000 000 rallong of condensed milk. Figured on 
a basis of gallons o f whole milk, the industry used 
a total of more than $455,000,000 w o^h of dai-y 
p ro d u is  aBow’ ug an average price of 20 cents 
per gallon for the whole mTk. The ice cream in­
dustry divides honors with the cold storage in­
dustry ’ n preventing the slump of prices that 
formerly took place during the summer months 
when there wag a surplus o f dairy products to 
dispose of. Few dairy farmers realize to what j 
an extent the ice cream ind/ustry has exerted its 
influence upon the value of dairy products. It. has j 
equalized the value o f dairy products during thé vj 
season of the year when the absorption of the j  

milk surplus would otherwise be at a standstill, j 
In other words it has stead’ ed the milk mgrket j 
clear round the circle, Stabilizing values and put- | 
ting them on a substantial economic basis. By i 
affording a market for great quantities of milk f 
and cream it has raised the market price of other 1 
products. Tim m :lk and cream used by the ice t 
cream manu facturer must bo absolutely sweet and ! 
of grade, so the industry has created a higher 
standard for the entire dairy industry.

Another milk product that is beginning to use 1 
enormous quantities of milk is milk chocolate/' | 
This delicious and stimulating confection is be- | 
coming commercially important with all sorts I 
and conditions of people. The sale of milk choc- | 
<dnto throughout the country »s reaching almost | 
fabulous figures and the business is constantly 1 
increasing.

While wartime conditions have worked hardship !  
to thou "and? of dairy farmers, the increasing tie- 1 
mand for canned milk, cheese, powdered milk 1 
and other products in soaring prices for all ^he^c | 
commodit’es. The result of this tremendous r1e- I 
mand and higher prices for milk is alreadv g 
speeding up dairy movements which have tended I 
to check the sale of dairy cows. The higher pric-'s I 
for grain feeds is causing a lot of da’ ry farm- -J 
ers to do more thinking; it m convincing breed- § 
ers of dairy cattle that economical-production ip I 
of more importance thfvn increased production at 1 
greater cost; and it is disciplining farmers in “ 
ways of crop growing, feeding and managmentvj 
that effect economies néver dreamed feasible.

Th£ dairy dow must be uncovered. There must 1 
b 3 a way out. There will he a way out. In sub- •;! 
sequent articles I shall present some conclusions § 
of how the changing demands for tnilk products | 
must result in the making of a better dairy busi- J 
ness. . *■ ; i U
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Make this 
your best year. 
Your garden 

will be beautiful and more productive 
if you plant Maule’ s seeds. Every lot 
is tested for health, vigor and growing, 
power before the seeds are sent to you.

THE MAULE SEED BOOK
176 pages full o f  valuable plant- rn rr*  
mg and gardening in form ation * IUjL  

Write for it today, 
include 10c for a packet of N 

Giant Pansies—the largest and 
beautiful known.

You save money and get fresh 
when you buy from 

W M. HENRY MAULE,
21 IS A rch Street F

30,000 SOLI—FIFTH TEAR
M ore C o m fo r ta b le , 

Healthful, Convenient
Eliminates the out-bouse, 
open vault and cesspool, 
which, are .breeding places 
fo r  germs. Have -a warm, 
sanitary, odorless toilet right 
in  your bouse. No going out 
in cold weather. A boon to 
invalids. Endorsed by State 
Boards o f Health.

A B S O L U T E L Y  ODORLESSP u t it A nyw here In  T h é Bouse 
The germs are killed by a chemical process in 
water in the container. Empty once a month. 
No more trouble to empty than ashes. Closet ab­
solutely guaranteed. Guarantee on file in the 
office o f this publication. Ask-for oatalog and price 
ROWE SANITARY MF0. SO. 1 2 4 0 1  6th S T ., DETROIT.
Ask about the Ro-Sau Washstand— Hot and Cola If IPIIRunning Water Without Plumbing miun.

Maple Syrup Makers
You get best Results with our
Champion Evaporator
Quick work, fuel sav­
ing, durability and

BEST QUALITY 
OF SYRUP 

Write-ns for 
CATALOG
Champion
Evaporator
Company

Tall 
number of 

trees you tap

Hudson, Ohio

9 CORDS IN IO H O U R S

BY ON* JUlfi It's KIlfQ OP THE WOODS. Saves money and 
baekaobo. Send for FREE catalog No B fi4showjngf low pried 
and latest Improvements. First order gets agency.
(aiding Sawing Maatiine Co.. 161 West Harrison St, Cbicaso. iU.

Q  C  C ham pion  1 4 0  - E g g
'wSi Belle City Incubator

Hot Water—Copper Tank—Double Walls Of Fibre 
Board — Self Regulated. With 

. $5.25 Hot Water 140-Chickf Brooder—both only 412.9S. Prt. Paid E.
I of Rockies. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 

wS Share ip my SIOOO in Prizes. Con* 
dii-ions easy. Order now or write today j 
for my Free Book, “ Hatching Facts“ . 1 —
—It.tells ail Jim Rohan, Pres. Test

Bette City Incubator Co., Box 30 Racine. Wts.

W rite  fo r « p ed al low rates on live «teck a d vert  ¡Hin g . I t  |>a,VH to advertiseIn . M ich igan  B u sin ess  F a rm in g .

TRAPPERS AND SHIPPERS OF
| R  A  W  F U R  S

I pay the HIGHEST PRICES 00 all RAW FURS. I pay 
Express Charges.

I remit on receipt of goods. 1 also buy HIDES, TAL­
LOW. PELTS and CRACKLINGS. . t ides tanned 
for Robes ami Coats. Write for prices.

G. HAPP, TOLEDO, OHIO, 222 Vance Street. 
REFERENCE:—’ Ohio Savings Bank and Trust Co. 
•' v" ' ‘ ' Dttn or Bradstreet. • • ~ ;■ •*'.' • '

Co-operative Buying 
Saves M oney. S g  cvl0*quolatioru
CHAIN GROWERS GRAIN CO. Minneapolis, Minn

Est. 1853 Capital $690,000.00 Inc. 1889 
Highest Price's Paid For

RAW FURS
Writc for Fur List an'd Book 
on Successful T r a p  p i it g

TRMJGOTT SCHMIDT & SONS
.^36-164 Monroe Aye. Detroit, Mich.
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DAIRYING BEEF PRODUCTION 
BREEDING PROBLEMS

RAISING POULTRY FOR
PROFIT ON THE FARM

At the present time poultry can be 
kept on the farm at a profit^ but it is 
necessary to keep high-grade chickens, 
house them properly and feed system­
atically if profitable results are to be 
secured. Scrub chickens, draughty 
houses and careless feeding "will ab­
sorb any profits from the keeping of 
poultry. •

The average farmer prefers to keep 
poultry for both egg and meat produc­
tion. Several breeds are ideal for this 
purpose; Rhode Island Reds, Plym­
outh Roqks and Wyandoties are good 
layers, and at the same time are ex­
cellent fowls for the table. It is not 
necessary to go to heavy; expense to 
get good chickens." A few pure-bred 
hens, mated with a thoroughbred 
rooster, will furnish enough eggs to.; 
start a, goQd-sized flock.

The care of chickens during the 
autumn, winter and early spring is of 
particular importance. At this season 
disease is almost certain if the fowls 
are housed improperly, while it is 
impossible to get many eggs during 
cold weather if the hens are confined 
in cold quarters and receive a poor 
ration.

A serviceable hen house can be bu iltv 
without great expense. The first es­
sential is 'to  select a suitable site,' A 
southern slope is the best, as it' is 
warmer in winter. If there are small 
trees or brush in the vicinity of the 
chicken yard so much the better.

The size of the poultry house will be 
-governed by the number of chickens 
on the farm, or the number expected ' 
to be raised or purchased. In all cases 
enough room should be provided to 
prevent cmwding. It is. a good plan 
to erect a scratching -room where the 
fowls-can exercise during cold weath­
er. If the hens are to be confined the 
most of the winter season, at least 
five square feet .of floor space should 
he allowed for each bird in the scrat­
ching pen òr house. Wherò the hens 
are confined only part of the time, 
three or four square feet will general­
ly be sufficient. If the farmer doesn’t 
care to go to the expense of providing 
a separate scratching room, the house 
Where the chickens roost can be util­
ized for the purpose. Put. in a drop­
ping hoard about thirty inches above 
the floor, place the perches eight or 
ten inches above the dropping board, 
and the need o f a separate scratching 
shed is eliminated. Hens must get 
adequate exercise if they are expected 
to lay. For this reason about eight 
nches of straw should cover the floor 

of the scratching room. The hens 
will he obliged to seek their grain in 
the straw, and will exercise vigorous­
ly while scratching for the feed.

Roup, etc., can usually be prevented 
by vent’ lating the chicken house prop­
erly. There are no set rules for ven­
tilating the" building. As a general 
rule the curtain front method gives 
best results. During cold weather the 
openings are covered with muslin, 
which admits air and checks cold 
draughts. Cold draughts of air must 
never strike the fowls. Ventilators 
placed on top of the house will carry 
off the impure air as /fast as it accum­
ulates.

Both lumber anti concrete are used 
for building the chicken house flooh, 
A board floor is satisfactory; although 
a concrete floor will give longer ser­
vice. One advantage of the concrete 
floor, is that it prevents rats, skunks, 
etc., from entering the building.

Enough perches should be provided 
to allow the fowls adequate room at 
night. Six or eight inches of perch 
for each fowl is not too much. Best 
results are secured if the perches are 
not set closer than fourteen or sixteen 
inches. Overcrowding has a tendency

to cause colds and roup; this iS why 
plenty of roosts are needed. The roosts 
can be made of 2 inch by 3 inch boards 
and .the boards should be free of 
cracks, otherwise mites are likely to 
gain a foothold.

Enough nests should be provided so 
the hens will not be crowded whén lay­
ing. It is a good plan to fix lids on 
the nests which ban be closed at night 
to keep the interiors clean. A nest 
fourteen inches square by six or eight 
inthes deep will give satisfactory ser­
vice.—Clement White’.

Ueferinary Dg>arhneirf
We had a Holstein calf about 12 

months old, which we intended to 
Butcher for beef. She always ate her 
feed heartily each day,, and did not 
seem to strengthen up. After butcher­
ing, we have found something simi­
lar to warts on her small intestines 
by turning them inside out, they were 
brown and about i-4 inch in diameter. 
By cutting them open I would find 
a , hard substance of matter in each 
one of them. Can you please tell me 
what this was? I will watch for my 
reply in ycipr next issue.—J. F.

The enlargements you referred to 
were small lymphatic glands and no 
indication of disease. >

THIS COMMON “ BIDDY”
PROVES WORLD BEATER

With eggs rapidly nearing the dol- 
lar-a-dozen mark, there comes before 
the public a hen which is no Slacker, 
and in spite-of the cold weather-which 
usually makes hens stop laying, this 
remarkable chicken is trying to break 
all records for egg laying and at the 
same time cause the egg market to 
slump.

“Goldie” during the month of De­
cember, layed 26 eggs in 30 days, only 
missing one day each week, and from 
last reports she is still laying eggs at 
this unheard-of rate.

In November this buff leghorn hen 
produced 21 eggs, November being a 
warmer month than December in her 
locality,. this cold Weather layer im­
proves as the thermometer recedes.- 
When other hens in the flock refuse 
to do their bit on cold days, Goldie 
keeps right on the job of laying 7-cent- 
eggs.

This remarkable hep is the property 
of Mrs.-Henry Grever of Cincinnati, 
who keeps a few chickens in her back­
yard to supply fresh eggs for the fam­
ily. She would like to have a few 
more hens like Goldie.

I surely -feel like expressing my approv-, 
al of the M. B  ,F. r  read the most of- 
the leading farm papers, but can truth­
fully say. that M. B. ~F, stands first in 
my estimation and the reasons are so 
many I haven’t time now to explain all 
of them. So hereTs hoping your arm con­
tinues strong in throwing oiit the life-line 
in time of storm.—-L. B.‘

ONE WAY TO CURE A
BALKY HORSE

No habit which horses contract is 
more intensely provoking than balking 
though it cannot be classed as a dan­
gerous "vice. A horse that is a con­
firmed balker has not much selling 
value. Very few want"fiim and those 
who think they do are likely after a 
hard experience with him to change 
their minds. There is something in 
the unbounded personal assurance of 
the horse that, quietly and sneeringly 
refuses to do his work which is very 
exasperating to his owner. The vice 
however is not hard to treat or cure. 
There is -no question that there is a 
great deal of truth, in the saying that 
“tBere is. always good stuff in 'a  balk­
er” . Let us consider how the vice is 
first formed, It'is as a rule contracted 
by horses of considerable nervous 
energy, dull lazy animals not being 
much subject to it. The horse perhaps 
from standing still too long or from 
mere .excess of energy is impatient. He 
starts before his driver is ready, is 
sharply reprimanded ’ arid very likely 
jerked by . the reins which serves only 
to increase his  ̂impatience and irrita­
tion, The same thing happens several 
times. By this time his brain has been 
worked up to a mixture of excite­
ment and resentment and he is in 
poor condition to understand clearly 
what is required of him or to carry it 
out cheerfully if he does understand. 
Consequently he jerks himself back­
wards or sidewise occasionally leap­
ing into the collar and flying back 
but not going ahead as desired. All 
this is more likely to occur if he is 
harnessed to a wagon that is heavily 
loaded but itxmay also occur when he 
is hitched to a light load. Let the 
same thing happen several times and 
a confirmed balker is the result.

Horses are of so many temperments 
that the same treatment for this^vice 
is not best for all. It is certain how­
ever that palliative treatment should 
always be given a fair trial before 
coercive measures are used. A man 
should be quiet_ deliberate and gen­
tle in his movements when with the 
horse, avoiding that nervousness and 
irritability in himself which if ex­
hibited is certain to be communicated 
to the animal. When the horse is 
started it should be done with as 
little delay as possible after he Id 
ready and always with a very easy 
rein. If in this way he can he induced 
to start and the procedure is repeated 
several times half- the battle is won 
for his tpmper will improve and in 
time he will forget to balk. If he 
stops on the road try to loo t him, by 
saying “ whoa” then get out of the 
vehicle and pick up his fore foot as 
if looking for some trouble there, 
hammer upon it from time to time 
with a stone holding his foot up un­
til his other leg is somewhat wearied. 
Then get in the wagon or buggy and 
start him up.

The treatment. I have above sug­
gested is by no means always suc­
cessful scarcely fifty per-’cent perhaps 
of the really bad cases of balking be­
ing cured in this way buj. since it is 
the best-kind of treatment i f  it does 
the work it should be.given a fair 
trial before eoercive measures are 
resorted to, 'I have owned many bank­
ers during my life never hesitating 
in fact to buy a horse on account of 
this vice and a very considerable num­
ber of them have been cured with no 
other than the simple palliative 
treatment that I have here described.
-—John- Underwood.
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o u n f y  C ro p  R e p o r ts
•GENESEE (Southwest)—Farmers are 

busy threshing béans» filling their ice­
houses and working at their wood sup­
ply. The weather has been cold and wo 
have not had much snow for the past sev­
eral days. Livestock and hay are mov­
ing quite lively, but on other things the 
markets are slow and dull. Hogs are 
being marketed before they are finished,

- . due to’ the high cast of feeds. No.feed Of 
any kind is being bought this year in any 
quantity. A few auction sales are being 
held and the-'-prices received are good 
with the exception o f horses, which are 
going cheap.—C. W. S.. Fenton, Jan: 3.

IONIA (East)—Threshing and market­
ing beans is the order of the day. The 
weather is dry and cold, 10 below zero— 
this morning— so that even the wet, froz­
en beans thresh nicely. Probably not 
more than 75 to 80% of those harvested 
will be worth marketing, as- the weather 
during the fall was so cold and damp 
that it was impossible to get them dry. 
Many were put üp so wet that they are 
not worth threshing' and farmers are. 
leaving them unthreshed, in the stacks 
rather than pay the high price for labor 
and 25c per bu. for threshing. Very few 
cattle and hogs are being fed as ^he corn 
crop expept for ensilage,-was a failure. 

-The larger sheep feeders have their pens 
wfell filled, but the smaller farmers sold 
their lambs during the fall or early win­
ter rather than to run any chance on 
profits in feeding so high-priced feeds. 
Everyone seems to have plenty of coarse 
feeds, though the prices oh same are stead­
ily advancing. Concentrates, viz. oil meal 
and cottonseed meal have fô en retailing . 
around $.70 per ton, but since the govern­
ment^ began regulating the price of mill ~ 
stuffs the prices oh dairy feeds have re­
treaded some. Several of the larger farm­
ers will tractor farm the coming season. 
They think they will be able to accom­
plish more per man-lab^r than formerly 
with horses alone. There are one hun­
dred or more tractors in the county at 
present, but the number will undoubtedly 
he doubled during the nomine- «eason. The 
tractor has come to stay until -kerosene 
buys an airplane and goes soaring the 

. same as gasoline has the last two-years.
—S. W. K„ Lyons, Jan. 3.

JACKSON (South)—Zero weather and 
storms. There-is no sleighing as the 
snow is drifted, but it is affording good 
protection to . wheat which has suffer­
ed from the open winter. Coal and wood 
difficult to get, ancLihe farmers who were 
forehanded and laid in their winter’s sup­
ply of coal last fall were fortunate. 
There seems to be a- shortage in sugar, 
but most of the grocers can supply cus- . 
tomers from 1 to 2 lbs. Some grain is 
moving, but no beans. Poultry was in 
good demand New Years; dressed chick­
ens sold readily at the meat markets for 
23e per lb. Help of all kinds for the farm 
is scarce.—-G. S:. Hanover, Jan. 3.

ANTRIM (Southwest)—The old year 
went out with cold and snow. The mar­
kets. are quite dull, as the cold weather 
has shut down the potato, market and 
beans are not being threshed very rap- 
«  j those who have threshed themfind they are turning out very poorly and 
also of very poor quality. Stock is win- 
terlng very wen thus far, Hay and feed 
aoiun* *n the Alden market is
HoHinE * *o^rPer .̂ton- Wheat bran is

HILLSDALE (Southwest)— The farm-
rnlrlfiU6 ThWini!i h a y 1and wood to the market. There is not much snow, not

t0T„™ake good sleighing.—L. B.,Camden, Jan. 4.
SANILAC (Southeast)—"Our" snow was

rve^had " * 5 “ * of the Wftek- Whelt I n i  
are W v  «1+57 poor covering- Farmers are busy getting wood ; no coal to be 
had at any price. Bean threshing is go­
ing on ; very poor yield in most places •
22°bu bfr.athB °an tile_drained land yielded to : others yielding from 24 ,oU- Grain moving very slow ; farm- 

doing very little contracting tor su*:*
H . ? C v i f sd

®A T .(East)—Weather has been steady 
cold with not very much snow. This cold 
weather 4s hard on the coal bln. The 
bean market is not very strong, and not 
many are being marketed. In fact all 
markets have been rather quiet the 
past few weeks. There is not much sale 
for horses, and what are being sold are - 
not bringing a very good price.—G, G LinwoOd, Jan. ’
, ®Ay (Southeast)—There H!u been no 

change in the prices here the. past week, 
except oats and barley. Oats at the ele-

Vrf ®;t Hay city  is7 8 c  and barley is 
$2.50 per hundred.—J. C. A., Munger, Jan­

CASS (Central)—Plenty of snow, til1 
temperature around zero. Farmers here 
are flailing'beans and cutting wood. Local 
potato buyers are still using 1% inch 
square mesh screen, which they'oall the 
“government screen,”  They' are paying 
75c per bu. for No. 1 and 40c per bu. for 
No. 2. Quite a number pf bean and po­
tato faisers are going to try corn and 
hogs the coming season. The small yield 
per acre and poor, quality of beans and a 
set price certainly will reduce’ the acre­
age this coming season to 'about 50 per, 
cent of the normal. The potato raisers 
had to pay $3.50 per day and dinner for 
help at harvesting time. The i%  inch 
screen , will take cut at least 40 per cent 
of the crop raised in thb? county. “I wish 
I  could’ raise crops and be paid cost of 
production phis to per ctent profit— Se- 
lah A. J. W. Gassopdis.. Jan. 5.

. t.APEER ’(Central).—Farmers are busy , 
getting up wood and' hauling manure 
for top dressing. The weather has been

real cold and the ground bare iiptil the 
past few days, when a light snow fell. It 
has been a poor , winter for wheat in this 
section. Little produce is being marketed 
at present. Some hay being sold hut most 
of it being stored by the dealers. This 
county haa lost one .-of-its pioneers by the 
death of Mrs, Loughnane, mother of the 
postmaster of Lapeer and also the mother 
of the principal of the high school ,Miss 
Emma. She was 84 years old.— O. E. P„ 
Lapeer, Jan. 5.

CALHOUN (Northwest)—Farmers : are 
getting Up wood and doing chores. There 
is little moving at present. The weather 
has been -very cold.—C. E. B., Battle 
Creek, Jan. 4.— '

CASS (Northwest)—The weather has 
been pretty cold ; not much Snow. Farm­
ers are cutting wood. Not much pro­
duce being-sold. Some are selling wheat 
to pay taxes. Farmers are holding pò- 
tatoès for a higher price. Not many hogs 
left, and they .are going to market in a 
pretty thin state ; corn will not fatten 
them on account of the poor quality. Cat­
tle are looking fair ; horses are looking 

-thin,—W. H. Ai, Dowagiac, Jan. 55.
CASS (Northwest)—Farmers in this lo­

cality are kept busy this winter cútting 
wood and hauling feed out of the fields. 
In some cases it is taking about the last 
scrap of timber the farmer has to keep 
the fires going on account of coal short­
age. ' Green swamp wood is bringing $3 
to $3.50 per cord in Dowagiac. Practi­
cally all of the corn not put in the silos 
is still in the fields on account of the 
frosted condition and is being hauled and 

• fed as needed, much of it not having any 
feednig value. tV e have had some very 
cold weather and no snow and fall crops 
generally are very backward. Rye in 
many cases not up. About ail that farm­
ers are selling át present is a few hogs 
and some wheat. But very few potatoes 
were sold last fall, farmers holding for-a 
price commensurate with the cost of pro­
duction, This locality produced about 
two-thirds of à full crop per acre and the 
cost was nearly double that of previous 
years on accofint of high priced everyth­
ing required to make a crop. We had to 
fight the blight and wilt, bugs and lice 
early arid late, and now they want to 
screen them, taking out about a third of 
the marketable stock and pay the fármer 
about $1.25 per hundred for same. Every 
potato raiser ¿in this locality is standing 
with Michigan Business Farming in its 
fight for better conditions in the potato 
market. Cass County is to have a farm 
agent this year. Mr. David Woodman who 
began his duties on Jan. 1st.—M^.R. P., 
Dowagiac, Jan. 4.

MONTCALM (Southwest) —t Farmers 
are not very busy at this time, many are 
cutting and hauling wood to use during 
winter, owing to the shortage of coal. 
Produce is iioving more than last \i <ek 
as prices are more favorable. A few po­
tatoes are being sold, but farmers are 
still thinking that the price may Increase 
and are holding on that account. Wheat, 
oats and rye are moving slow. Weather 
is very cold with snow remaining on the 
soil.—H L., Greenville, Jan.4.

ARENAC (East)—Ground covered with 
snow and it was needed by the fall grain, 
The weather has been steady and cold. 
Farmers are cutting Ice and wood and 
doing chores. Taxes are high and along 
with poor crops it is a tussle for thè 
farmer. The army draft is taking the 
cream of our young bien and scarcity of 
help is sure to follow next spring.—M. B. 
R., Twining*- Jan. 5.

CLARE (South)-:—The farmers áre do­
ing chores and getting up wood. The 
weather has been very cold. There is 
nothing moving in the way of crops. The 
bean threshers have just finished thresh­
ing here; the yield was from one to four 
bushels per acre. Farmers are verv dis­
couraged.—D. B., Lake, Jan. 4.

MIDLAND (Northwest)—The weather 
has been very cold, pot much snow on 
the ground. The roads are good. Beans 
are moving to market quite freely. The 
farmers are busy getting up wood and 
doing chores. Stock is looking good and 
most everyone seems to have plenty of 
feed.—F. A L., Coleman, Jan. 4.

ALLE&AX ( Southeast ) ̂ Farmers are 
busying themselves mostly with chords 
and getting up wood. Weather very cold.
—W .F.. Otsego, Jan. 5.

BRANCH (North)—Farmers are cut- 
ting wood and doing chores. Weather is 
very cold. Some. stock and grain are 
moving to market. Farmers here are npt 
building or buying.—F. S., Union iCty, ' Jan. 5, •

HURON (Northwest)—We are having 
steady winter weather this week. Bean 
threshing; about all done. Farmers - are 
getting up wood and doing chores^—Some 
grain is going to market. Auction sales 
have céased for á time. Everything is 
coming to a cash basis ; cred it . suspend- 
ed ; batiks, have refused to loan money to 
new customers.—G .W.. Elkton. Jan. 5.

SANILAC (Central)— Farmers are now 
busy gathering up tax money. Weather 

cold ; not enough snow for sleighing, 
Wheat arid meadows are' suffering from 
lack of covering. Considerable hay and 
stocky are being shipped. Some potatoes’ 
are being held for higher prices, also 

~ocahs‘ Considerable milk is going to 
u Dly to the eondensary. Many are buy- 
jw  bran, -^gluten, cottonseed and arcade 
A good many have silos, and thev came 
i«**?’0- ^?r thè.soft corn this year* Verylittle coal to be had.—J. C F- Decker- ville, Jan. .5. -■%

•̂ aN|i ,AC (Southeast)—-Farmers ■ have r 
not' been Very btisy after the holidavs. 
Tho Weather has been coki and clear and • 
bet very much^snó.w. Some . farmers;, are . 
selling some grain and hay ; others are

r o m  L I M E !

How Soil Becomes 
Acid

When you consider acidity, think 
o f lemon juice, strong vinegar, muri­
atic acid or oil o f vitriol. But think 
further— Can you imagine the thou­
sands of bacteria o f growth so neces­
sary to plant life flourishing in a soil 
saturated with these acids? Unques­
tionably not, for the BAC TE RIA 
SIMPLY WON’T LIVE,

Acidity develops in the soil on your 
farm in one or all o f three ways :

1st— The original rock or mineral ele­
ments from which the soil has decomposed 
were acid or o f an acid-producing nature.

2nd— Rotting leaves and grasses, to the 
yearly influence o f which your soil was sub­
jected hundreds o f years before put under 
cultivation, have made the soil sour— for 
rotting vegetable matter produces add just 
as silage becomes sour when it decomposes.

3rd — The turning under o f green and 
stable manures, in order to supply necessary 
plant foods, continually produces sour soil 
thru its decomposition. Poor drainage often 
aids this add-producing process, but careful 
cultivation and rotation delays the process.

The Foundation of Fertility
No land can produce its maximum if 

it is even slightly add.

PULVERIZE» 
LIMESTONE

is the cheapest most readily obtainable 
stimulant on the market.

Let uj »apply you with Litmus 
. paper to make the soil teat

SOLVAY PROCESS’ CO.
u 582WJefferson Ave,, DETROIT, MICH.

holding for higher prices. A few horses 
and cattle are being sold. Beans are 
selling at $11 per cwt. Some beans are 
threshed with a yield of from 2 to 5 bu. 
to the acre, and they are of poor qual­
ity.—N. J. V .G., Croswell, Jan. 5.

IOSCO (East)—Farmers are doing the 
chores and getting up wood. The weath­
er is cold and not much snow, which is 
hard on our fall grain. Most of the fall 
grain did not* come up in the fall before 
it froze up. Farmers who have beans
are holding for a better price. Wet beans 
are being sold to prevent spoiling. No po­
tato market at present. Hay is the only 
commodity that is selling. Farmers here 
have little grain to sell.—A. L., Tawas 
City, Jan, "4.

SANILAC (Central)— Some farmers
are threshing beans and buckwheat this 
week around here. Beans are turning 
out from three to five bushels to the acre, 
buckwheat is turning out about fifteen to 
twenty bushels to the acre. Some beans 
are a better grade than others and some 
will pick heavier than others. Taxes are 
high Oris year, some farmers being taxed 
about one dollar an acre. We are having 
some pretty cold weather at this time. 
Stock eating lots of-feed, and there seems 
to be lots of rough feed, sueh as straw 
and corn fodder. The oats crop was a 
large crop here. The potato crop was riot > 
very large here.—A .B» Sandusky, Jan. 4.

LAPEER (Northeast)-—Wheat iri . this 
vicinity is looking bad, very small but it 
is cpvered with snow just now. Clover 
also is small, especially new seeding. The 
farmers are not doing ihuch but chores 
and cutting wood. A little hay is being 
sold. Cows and sheep selling high at the’ 
auction sales. Breeding ewes are selling 
as-high as twenty-two dollars each; cows 
as high as ninety dollars each- Hogs 
are Scarce.—I. S.. North Branch, Jan. 5.

ST CLAJR-—Farmers are drawing hay, 
^cutting wood, and doing chores. The wea­
ther. ;has been cold arid dry. • The roads 
ard' in fine condition for .drawing heavy 
loads. The ground is frozen solid and a 
very little snow would make sleighing

Farmers are not holding much; not muck, 
to hold. Fuel is scarce and m gh; no dry' 
wood to be had. Help is so hard to get 
old people who have wood to cut can’t 
find anyone to cut it for them. Quite 
a number of our farmer boys have gone 
to war. A great many farms will lay 
idle next year. Lots of Red Cross work 
going on.—I. J., Smiths Greek, Jan. 5.

INGHAM (Southwest)—There is not 
enough snow for sleighing. The contin­
ued cold weather makes fuel, dry or 
green, at a premium. Hard, green wood 
is $4.50. Farmers are selling stock on 
account of the shortage of feed.— B. W ’ Leslie, Jan. 55. ,

’BRESQUE ISLE (Central).—-The past 
week has been very cold, and on the 6ttt 
a regular blizzard visited us With lots of 
snow, which has piled up now. Farmera- 

>are npt doing much. Some are drawing 
logs and mine props. Some are hulling 
clover. A few cars of potatoes have been 
shipped from here recently,— D D S Millersburg, Jan, 7. s '

ANTRIM—As I have never seen ariy 
news from this part of Antrim county I 
thot I would give you a report of the 
crops here. ’ Most farmers are h o ld in g  
their potatoes until something is done In 
regard to the methods of grading. Beans* 
a£e ,not threshed here yet as there is about two feet of snow and the machirid 
is unable to move. The beans are only 
averaging about 8 bu. to the acre and 
most of them a poor quality. Thfe local 
buyers are only paying $10.50 per cwt 
and the farmers refuse to sell at that 
Pri^e as most of them paid from $9.00 
to $10.50 per bu. for Seed. The farmers 
of this neighborhood held a meeting on 
Dec. 17 and formed a 'Company to be 
known as the Mutual Thresh (ng C om pany* l
The company consists of 21 stockholders . 
They also purchased a threshing '-outfit 
consisting of traction- engine, two grain 
separators, and’ -one: self-feeding bean 
separator. - The farmers here have hard 
w ork to get their threshing done as thera 
is oniy one machine in this .-section o f ttta 
country. * By buying this outfit they wUU« 
get their threshing • done earlier in Hi» 
year.-;— A. D., Charlevoix, R. l t



j  Î4 (302) M I C H I G A N  B U S I N E S S  F A R M I N G Jaunary 12, 191B

>

\e Farm

Baf

I  | u»|i|» |i|||i|i|iHii|n|iiniiii!iniii!iii!iiiHiHiHiii!n!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinmiiiiiiuiimtiiiiiHm!nmimiiiiimiiiiHiiiiuiiiiimiiiitniitis

This Week’s Tested Reccpe
Creamed Oysters

§ i  - Drain liquor from a pint of oysters and add §■ 
¡¡: g to ft enough water te make a pint of liquid; f§ 
1 1 follow directions for white sauce using this liq- MS 
E Ü uid {nstead of milk; season with pepper, salt and § 
g = bits of celery top ; add oysters and cook until g 
g  g  the thin edges wrinkle ; remove from fire and " g  
= s  serve at once with rice.

Creamed Fish /S i
g g Wash one-half pound fish and soak several = 
e § hours; fiake, cover with boiling water and cook s 

' g 15 »minutes; drain and cook a few minutes in § 
i  | two cups white sauce. In preparing white sauce I  I  g tor fish, cook a chopped onion in Bat before ad- I  
| • = uing* flour ; dish into tii6 hollow of ric6, sprinkle = 
ê h top with paprika and chopped parsley and serve s | g very hot. g

g' n̂iHHiiiWMtwfwiiiiinwimmmHiiiiHmHfiifflimuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiHiiiiniitnmiiminïïiimniiifiiiuiniiimiHiiiniiiii
<i| A Farm Girl Who Married a “ City Feller.“  

| Dear’idrs. Stark:—  .
Î   ̂ a,tn visiting my folks in the country; we went 

| over for the Holidays, and they take' M ich ig an  
| Bu sin ess  F arm in g . I was interested to read Mrs. 
I M. T; C.’s letter, and thought I'd add my “b it1'* 
| My experience is just exactly like her’s, only it is 
g twisted right around, because I am a farmer girl, 
| and I married a “ city feller.” You have read in I hooks how the “city feller” with the soft hands 
g comes to the countsy and wins the farmer’s dau- 
!  ghter! Well, that’s something like my case. My 
g to-be-hubby was not well, and the doctor ordered

-  g him to take a rest in the country. He boarded at 
g a neighboring farmhouse, and I met him there. 
<1̂  We sure enjoyed the summer, though of course, I

r  g was busy with farm duties most of the day. But 
| after supper we took drives, and he sat on our 
g porch .and talked to the folks, (and looked at me!)
| Well, when he asked me to marry him, I certainly 
J  was happy, because I had learned to care for him, 
j  but figured that he would just go hack to town, 
s  and forget all about me. I had never been to the 
| city. I had often been to our village six miles 
g awayy but he lived in a city of almost a million, 
| and I must confess I was scared to think of it. 
| But I married him at the end of the summer, and 
g he"has recovered his health completely. We spent

'  i  our honeymoon right on the farm, because my 
I  folks hated so to have me go away from home. 
| Then we started on our great-adventure, at least 
g it was an adventure for me!
g I was as green to the city as Mrs. M. T. C. was 
I  to 'the country. I know very well my clothes were 
| not up to snuff. Mother had made them- for me,
1 and while I had always given Mother credit for 
| being a good dressmaker, I -could see that there

. | was something “different” about me when I got to
• i  town. The women sure did dress extreme, and af- 

g ter five years of it I have never been able to put 
g paint on my face or wear as loud clothes as- some 
g folks I see, nor would my husband want me to.
1 Tom was an adding machine salesman, and made 
j  -good money. However, he knew scarcely any mar- 
I ried folks, hut often had his men friends up to
I  dinner. Tom was proud of my cooking, and I
| surely could get up a meal that made their mouths 
1 water. I know I was more .lonesome in my new 
I environment than Mrs. ~M. T. C. was in hers, be­
ll cause it seemed so strange to me to
| live there arid not have one of my 
J neighbors call on me. At home we
I  hardly waited for folks to settle be-
1 fore we went in and offered our ser- 
1 vices, or brought over a cake or 
J invited them to dinner, of~ some- 
!  thing, hut I had never yet moved

‘ I  into a neighborhood in the city 
I  where anyone has come to ¿all on 
I  me. Another thing that bothered 
I  me was the “hand-to-mouth” way 
M most city people lived. Of course I 
1 made friends after a while. I met 
§ the few friends Tom had, and the 
I  people at the church we attended 

were very nice, particularly \ two
- | couples of whom we grqw very fond.
• If Well, when I got to know these 

1 girls, and visited at their homes,
| and helped them do dishes, and saw 
I into their pantries, it reminded me 
¡j of “Mother Hubbard’s bare cup- 
E..-hoard.”  They just bought from 
1 day to day a can of this, a loaf of

: i  bread, a store cake, a piece of meat, 
f  a half a dozen pickles—well, I nev- 
1 er have been able to get Used to 
I  it.. I can lots of stuff in the sum- 
i  • mer, and just have to have a slab of

Anne Campbell Stark, Editor

bacon and a "ham or something on hand, or I 
would think I was 'going to the poor house!

Well, I don’t believe my hubby has ever regret­
ted marrying1 a little “Rube.”  We have two dandy 
children now. The baby is just ten months old. 
We have bought a nice little home in the suburbs— 
I  just had to have as piuch ground and as much 
air as possible. It is terrible the way some city 
children are brought up. They live in apartments 
—just think, four and five-room coops, perhaps 
fifty of them in one great big building—no room 
to play, and they just have to keep quiet. I  told 
Tom we would have to bring our kiddies up to be 
as sturdy as their country-bred mother; I wanted 
air and sunshine, and ground for them. So we 
bought our little home almost outside of the city 
limits, where in the summer, they can have a

g^liM¡liiliiiiiliiillii)iliiiiiiíiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiii[MiiiíiliiitiiiÍiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiij:;i?íiiiiiii]iiii|{tiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiii|iiiiiiiiiiiiU¡iniiiuc=: ¡ ¡

First Footsteps

MY "baby walked alone one day!
He started off so suddenly \

It almost took my breath away,
And he was proud as he could be!

I watched his steps so timid, slow 
And trembling, and I knew he'd fall 
And soon he did/  was hurt, I know,
But not a tear was shed, for all!

He picked himself right up again,
And started in once more-to walk.
A half a dozen steps, and then—
A bit of jabbering baby talk,

And down he went, just to perform 
The same thing over patiently.—r 
The downfall of the baby form 
And then on two proud legs stood he.

And every day he’ll practice now,
And fall and right himself once more. 
Determination on his brow,
He’ll conquer that old slippjery floor!

And when he’s grown to man’s estate,
If he should falter now and then,
I hope he’ll conquer every fate,
And pick himself right up again!> .— A n n e  C a m p b e l l  Stabk.

sandpile in the big back yard, and almost as much 
room to run as if they lived right on the deal 
old farm.

I know this, form folks seem lots kinder than 
city folks. They are certainly neighborly, but when 
you get to know city folks you find out that after 
all we are all “sisters under the skin.” The city 
folks are kind too, and I have made some good 
friends. Of course, there are so many of them, 
and lots living lives you and I wouldn’t live; 
striving for nothing but amusement, and unworthy 
things. But the people we kno-.v are people like 
ourselves, with children, and sweet home lives,

Uncle Sam’s Thrift Thought
BICE CAN DO A SVPEB-BIT,

Ring around the meat, instead of the posy, a I  I  
ring o f rice with each grain expanded to the = I  

H fullness of white perfection. Rice combines fg M 
■ n well with any sort of fish, flesh, or fowl—so let §  j§ 
H meat do its bit and rice a super-bit in these = s 
jg dishes. The combination furnishes the nour- fj a 
= ishment of both, bread and meat. Nothing more H H 
¡3 is needed for a dinner but a dessert of stewed m !  
s  - fruit or a green salad.

Boiled Bice
I  Wash a cup of rice in several waters. Drop e  § 
3  rice slowly into a quart of boiling water, salt I  M 
m to taste, boil for 15 minutes, then cover and if § 
j§ place on the back of the stove where ft will fin- g g 
m . ish swelling without burning: Do not stir.
I  Arrange rice, in a ring on a hot dish and §  § 
= place in (he center any meat hash, stew, cream- “ = = g  ed fish or chicken.iniiuHmiimuiuuHHiiHimuiniiiiiiuRtfniiinnttiuirinmiuitiiinrimiMnuffiitininmHnnttfNaiiimHRmiinininfnnmiuimn̂  j
just as good and kind as country folks—and that I  
is saying a great deal. v

We are going back “home next week, after the - !  
loveliest Christmas and New Years with my folks, f  
I  agree with you, Mrs. Stark. “When love comes I  
into the window,” everything is adjusted, and it f  
doesn't matter who you marry, i f  you care enough j  
for him to try to get his point of view, and swing i  
your life in harmony with his.>

Wishing you a Happy New Year, Sincerely.— 1 ' 
Mrs. A. E. M., Cleveland.

* ,*  #
Thank you for your letter, MrsTM. Mrs. M. T. ''I  

C. will particularly enjoy it. We are certainly for- i  
tunate in getting letters on so many angles of § 
this interesting subject, I hope everyone else 1 
with a like experience will write and tell us how | • 
they managed to squeeze happiness out of mar- I 
riage with some one whose upbringing and tastes | 
were widely different.

\ Address, Mrs. Anne C?mpbell Stark, Woman’s ¡h 
Department, Michigan Business F arming, Mt. | 
Clemens, Mich. . - 1

Prune Pone in War Time
Put this recipe' in your hew economy cook-book 

at once. These cheap cakes are deservedly pop­
ular.

1 cup cornmeal, 1 cup rye flour, 1 cup wheat 
flour, 1 cup washed chopped prunes, 1-2 cup mo­
lasses, 1 cup sour milk, 1 teaspoon soda. Scald 
meal with enough boiling water to make a very 
stiff batter.; stir in flour; add other ingredients, 
then fruit. Steam in mold three hours or hake two 
hours of bake two hours in moderate oven. Serve 
with street sauce or hot molasses.

Som e of, the D elic iou s  F o  oils th a t  m a y  be m ad e  w ith  sk im m ed  m ilk . R ecip es  fo r
m ak in g  w ill be sent to  a n y  re a d e r  upon  request.ûniiiuiiHmiiiiiHtuiwmkuiiuiiiiiHitiiHinitiiimiiingiinuiunuiHbnnfuitQHimiuimnmiidmtiiiiitHiuiimHmHuiiHiiiiiiitiuuHWiituiiitiiimiiniiiitiHuiufliiuiiuiHmiiiiiiiiHiiuniitiHiiiinniitniiuuHMiiiii’nitMiNsiiiHJijiiiimiiniiiiiHtiriiiiitiiHiiniiiiiinniiuiiB

Some Helpful Ideas from a. Reader
Dear Mrs. Stark: —

Here are some,ideas which may prove helpful to 
our readers:

I have kept house for fifteen years, and have 
learned many things during that time. For in­
stance I have found that .common laundry .starch 
wet with cold water will take out iodine stains 
and will not hurt the fabric and color. That 
baked beans with a pinch of. ginger in them are 

much easier digested. The giriger 
cannot be detected. That wood al­
cohol on á soft rag will polish mir­
rors and pictures. When I dust 
doughnuts with sugar, I place the 
doughnuts and Sugar in a paper 
bag close the top of it and shake 
well. The result is perfect and very 
■little sugar is used. The dough­
nuts are covered evenly, a dozen at 
a time. ^íhen I bake pumpkin or 
custard pies I take a long strip of 
cotton cloth, about an inch wide, 

/  and bind it around the outside of 
the crust when the pie is ready for 
the oven. The crust will keep its 
shape and is not easily scorched. I 
always keep a small wash board, 
just a ten cent one, for washing 
out small articles. ForJthe mother 
of a small baby this iA very useful.

Perhaps some one else will send 
In some labor-saving hints and ex­
change them for tiñese, in Mrs. 
Stark’s columns.'

Wishing everybody a Happy New 
Year, your sincere friend—Mrs. W. 

,A. C., Avoca.
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■ BEET GROWERS WANT
-  TEN DOLLAR m in im u m

{Continued from page 1)
Other interesting points brought out 

i i f  the discussion follow:
' \ 1. The cost per acre of producing 
beets on 97 Michigan farms in 1913, 
excluding depreciation, rental value, 
taxes and supervision was approxi­
mately $42.00. The cost for 1917 is 
estimated by youç growers’ commit­
tee to be $54 per acre, not counting 
depreciation, etc. This 1917 cost is 
distributed as follows: Preparation 
of seed bed $7.00, hand labor $22, 
lifting and hauling $13, fertilizer $3, 
seed $3. Including depreciation at" 
$5 per acre, rental at $6, taxes' at 
$1.25 and supervision af $2.50, the 
total 1917 cost would be $68.75 per 
here.

2. The average yield of Michigan 
beets for the eleven years period, 
1904-1914 was 8.23 tons per acre. This

. Is fhe lowest average yielding section 
in thé country. The average extrac­
tion of sugar for the same period was 
Tl;98 per cent. This is also a low 

. mark for the country with one excep- 
ton .

3. The cost of producing sugar from 
baets in 14 Michigan factories for the 
five year period 1910-1914 was $3.93 
per cwt., without counting • deprecia­
tion or $4.18 per. hundred counting it.

4. The selling cost of 37 companies 
for 1913-lf was $4.54 per hundred lbs.

5. The cost of beets averages 72 per 
cent Of the cost of manufàcture of 
sugar.

6. In 1912-13 the cost of manufac- 
turing beet sugar in 71 factories in 
the U. S. was $3.5488. For the same 
period the N. Y. wholesale price of 
sugar was $4.278, leaving a margin of 

J> .7292 per hundred pounds. On this
margin the compares reported a 10 
per cent profit on an average over-cap­
italization of 8.3 per cent. Granting 
a 140 per cent increase in factory cost 
to meet 1917 conditions we have prac­
tically $5.00 as cost of sacking sugar.
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3  No. 8577. Isn’t this a pretty as well i 
H as rather odd waist? It’s made in the ! 
g  popular Russian style, closes on the 
H side, and may be made with a high, i 
Ü close fitting waist. There are two! 
H kinds of sleeves given. Sizes 36, 38,! 
;ü 40, 42 and 44 bust measure.
; s  " No, .8562, We were fortunate in i 
I  getting this coat pattern. We have ; 
g  been lookipg for one like it for some \ 
g  time, because all o f the ’ expensive^ 
§ ready-to-wear coats are made after ! 
= this style. It is double-breasted and I 
jj has «• large convertible collar, warm I 
I  and handsome. It hangs straight from I 
1 the 'shoulders, the most comfortable I 
H style for a heavy coat, and is belted [ 
s  in at the normal waist line. Comes In ; 
Ü sizes 34, 36, 38, 40 and 42 inches bust 1 

,]§ measure.
1 No. 8592. Here’s a Russian style t 
g dress for a girl 8, 10, 12 and 14 years! 
g old, which is very effective. It has the I 
g regulation Russian side closing, and ! 
g is gathered into a wide band of thé I 
■g material. The skirt may be gathered! 
¡¡-or plaited. -  t
JlY These patterns are only ten cents! 

: g  each. Send orders -to  Pattern De-! 
1 partment, Michigan Business Farm- f 

?I ing, Mt. Clemens, Mich.

M

With N. Y. sugar prices at $7.25 and a 
consequent margin of three times that 
of 1913 what ought the factory profit^ 
he for 1917?: •
s, In 1913-14 94 per cent of Michigan’s 
sugar was sold from October to Feb­
ruary inclusive. In 19*2-13 the figures 
were 73.6 pqr cent.

“Our contention is as it has been 
from the first,’’ said Chairman Ket- 
cham, “ that there should be such a 
price paid to the growers as will se­
cure for them at least a fifty-fifty di­
vision of the net . proceeds of this 
great Michigan crpp. The capital in­
volved -is practically an even thing. 
The labor cost is heaviest upon the 
farmers and the risk is'much greater 
to the farmer now that the selling 
price is fixed so that the factory 
knows what its product is to bring.” 

"Taking the two prices that' have 
been suggested, $8'and $10 per ton, 
the comparative figures are as follows 
with 8,23 tons as the average yield: 

-At the $8 price the farmer would re­
ceive $65.84 per acre, which would al- 
low him a profit of $11.84 without 
counting depreciation, etc. .With 
these counted his loss would be $2.91 
per acre. The factory would fare as 
follows at the $8 figure. Cost of the 
beets $65.84. This being 72 per cent 
of sugar cost the total factory cost 
would be $91.44. From this 8.23 tons 
Of beets 1972 lbs. of sugar would be 
obtained worth $6.80 with selling 
charges out or $134.00, leaving net 
profit of $42.65.

“At the ten dollar figure the farm' 
ers would receive $83.30 per acre, or 
a net of $13.55 with depreciation fig­
ured in. The factory would have a 
factory cost of $114.33 or a net of 
$19.76.«

“ So the ten dollar figure does not 
reach the ideal fifty-fifty division that 
the industry should give to the farm­
er.—”

The meeting was fairly representa­
tive, growers being present from Sag­
inaw, Tuscola, Shiawasee, Baton, Liv­
ingston, Gratiot, Genesee, Huron, Bay, 
Lapeer and a few adjoining counties.
A representative grower was also pres­
ent from the beet growing sections of 
both Indiana and Ohio, and gave tes­
timony showing that prices of beets in 
their sections were much lower than 
in Michigan because they had no or­
ganization to enforce their demands. 
Mr. George Miller of the Gleaner Co- 
Operative Elevator at Chesaning, was 
also on hand, gave the growers one of 
his straight-from-the-shoulder ten min­
ute speeches and pledged the hearty 
support of the Gleaner organization 
in furthering the interests of the beet 
industry of the state.

There was a ripple of excitement 
when State Market Director McBride 
asked the growers to give their con­
sent to a plan for districting the beet 
growing territory according to the lo­
cation of the several factories, and 
compelling growers to sell their beets 
to the factory within their respective 
territory. It was felt that such a 
scheme would place the growers at the 
mercy of the manufacturers and per­
haps subject them to annoyance and 
unfair treatment. The plan was 
therefore, vigorously opposed.

The proposal to raise an expense 
fund by levying one cent per ton 
againsf all beets was given unanimous 
approval. This plan will raise a sum 
of between $6,000 and $7,000.

There was little discussion among 
the farmers during the course of the 

-meeting. Everyone seemed to Se pret­
ty well satisfied with the $10 price 
proposed and iio objections were of­
fered. Ohe grower patriotically pro­
claimed that he would be willing to 
grow beets for $5 a ton if that won’ 1 
mean 5 cent sugar to the consumer., 
Another farmer, hpwever, declared 
that he wouldn’t be satisfied with $10 
if it did not represent a fair propor­
tion of the profits. He wanted a 
strfiigiiti 50-50 division or nothing at 
all. Asked as to why Michigan grow­
ers were talking about $10 beets when 
western growers were asking $12, 
State- Market Director McBride ex­
plained that Michigan beets were not 
worth as much as the western product

OpensLika a Book,

Easy To Clean 
Easy To Turn

Frie-
fios-less t Bear­

ing*

'T'HINK of it! Foronly$2 down you can now 
A get any size of the New Butterfly Cream Separator direct from our factory on a plan whereby it will earn its own cost and more b e ­

ttor* you pay. T oo won’t  feel the cost. Per only $29 
^  you can buy the No. 2 Junior—a lteht run- 

| r l f  i ntng.eaay cleaning,close skimming,durable,
I guaranteed separator. Skims 95 quarts per

■ w * w  hour. W e also make five other sizes o f  the

NEW BUTTERFLY
up to  onr big 800 pound capacity machine shown hare—all sold 
at similar low prices and on our liberal termj o f  o s l y f f  do« 
and a year to  pay. Every machine guaranteed a lifetime 
■gainst, defects in material and workmanship.

30 DAYS’ FREE «TRIAL

W M  \

PPh  T-S -■ ifjlf

• V- „¡jragpi F

BallBear­ings I  You can have 80 days* FREE trial and see 
; Balnea t  for yourself how easily one o f  these splen­

did machines will earn its own cost and 
more before you pay. Try it alongside o f 
any separator yon wish. Keep it if pleased. 
I f  not you can return it at our expense and 
we will refund your 12 deposit and pay the 
freight charges both ways. You won’ t be 

one penny. You take no risk. .Postal brings Free .Catalog Folder 
direct-from-factory offer. Buy dirpet and save money. Write today.

ALBADGH-DOVER COMPAIY, 2260 Marshall Blvd., Chiciga, IH.

125,000 r DbIIbf 
i Separator«

^  --------------- VCow Comfort in Zero Weather
You can hold your cows to full milk flow during a cold snap 
—if they are housed in Natco Barns and fed from a Ñateo Silo.
The dead-air spaces in the hollow tile walls keep out the cold 
yet prevent dampness and frost from gathering.

Natco Hollow tile
buildings save painting—will not rot, crack or crumble. Will not harbor rats, 
mice or other vermin. The glazed dust-tight walls make it easy to produce clean 
milk, Natco Hollow Tile is widely used in fire-proofing “ skyscrapers.”—let the 
same material safeguard your stock and reduce your fire-risk.
Your building supply dealer1 will gladly show you samples o f  Natco Hollow Tile and quote prices. 
A lso, write us at once fo r  new, illustrated “ Ñateo on the Farm”  book—1913 Edition. It’8 free!

2.4 National Fire Proofing Company
tion 1108 Fulton Building Pittsburgh, Pa.

JAN. 1, 1916

$4,000
J A N . 1 , 1 9 1 7

$7,000
JAN. 1, 1918

$27,000
That’s where our cash surplus stands today and how we have grown in three 

years, although through 1917 we paid out an average of over $8,000 per month 
to cover losses from Fire, Theft or Liability to out members.

470 CLAIMS PAID LAST YEAR
No wonder members are paying up promptly when we saved auto owners 

outside the cities, more than a Million dollars in premiums during 1917!
If you own an auto tell us make and model on a postal-card to-day addressed

WM. E. ROBB, SECYCITIZENS MUTUAL AUTO INSURANCE COMPANY
HOWELL, MICH.

because of their lower sugar content. 
Considering the fact that the Market 
Director is in very close touch vwith 
W. H. Wallace, m^inber of the board 
of agriculture and manager of the 
Michigan Sugar Company,~it is appar­
ent that some tentative agreement had 
been made with the sugar manufactur­
ers as to what price the growers would 
be the most liable to receive. If this 
be true then the holding of the meet­
ing to discuss the proposition was a 
mere formality.

J. C. Ketcham was named chairman 
of a committee which hé wan author­
ized to appoint tb go ait once to Wash­
ington and present the growers’ claims. 
Those named on the committee are:

L. W. Oviatt, Bay City; Fred Gosen, 
Saginaw; R. P. Reavy, Caro; C. H. 
Bramble, Lansing; A. B. Cook, Owoa- 
so; Jas. N. McBride, Burton; J. C. 
Ketcham, Hastings.

It is not believed that there will fre 
any difficulty in the growers securirx 
a minimum of $10 for their beets. The, 
difficulty will be encountered, when 
comes to getting an additional per' 
centage in the event of sugar prices 
going higher. But for all of that, no 
fair-minded grower will complain at 
getting $10. The most o f  them 
realize a fair profit at this figure.

j Exactly the thing needed.—John B Hudson, Gratiot county.
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EXPERT‘CONSIDERS' 
GRADEREVISION

; {Continued from page 1) 
you and Prof. Wald decide for your­
selves what is best for the 'farmer, 
whereas we consult his own opinion 
in such matters. The opposition to 
<hese grading rules did not em*anate 
from us; it came first from 
1 he farmers; they asked us to take up 
this fight and when we found what 
ru injustice was being perpetrated 
against them, we did so.”

“Mr. Wald, you are secretary of the 
Michigan Potato Growers’ Association, 
are you not?”

“Yes.”
"How many members have you?” 
“One hundred and twenty-five.” '
“ I assume that Mr. Miller conferred 

vrith you because he considered you 
representative of the potato growers 
of the state.”

“Yes.”
“Do vou think that you represent 

tV, opinions and interests of the ma­
jority of the growers o f Michigan?” . 

“Yes. the progressive ones.”
“Your opinions do not represent the 

rmt.iment of the growers of Montcalm 
county,—-those who were present, nt, 
t’iat meeting at Greenville, do they?”  

“Well, not all of t.hem, but the pro- 
g. essiye ones.”
, “ Do you know whether the two 
trades of potatoes are being sold on 
any mafket to the consumer?”

“ Not as such, because they haven’t 
voen marked yet. As soon as possible 
‘ "’ ey will -be marked and the consumer 
educated to buy by grade.”  _ .

“But what is the farmer, who is 
vSPged to grnrta his potatoes to do in 
the meantime?”

“ I find that the farmer isn’t so much
- opposed (o the grading as he is to the

price that is being paid for the 
'*o. 2 grade. If that can be remedied 

won’t have so much cause to cb”  - 
» plain.”

“But when will that be remedied? 
ihtt’t it true that the organized dealers 
’ eatprmined what price they w1”
• ->y for the No. 2 grade, namely 60 
r'H* cent of that offered for the No. 1? ’ 

“Yes, I believe they have/’
“Now, Mr. Waid, if the farmers of 

Michigan and Wisconsin are being 
compelled to grade their potatoes and 
•'.be farmers of Pennsylvania and New 
"'ork, for instances, are permitted to 

•r-U their potatoes ungraded, are not 
the farmers of this state being dis­
criminated ^gainst?”

“The rules are being put into effect 
in the other states as fast as possible,” 
,,r--oded Mr. WAid.
■ “Don’t you think that the grades 

work an injustice to the farmers of 
Michigan?” w

“Yes, but only in those" sections 
that were hit by the early frost where 
there-are large quantities of small po­
tatoes.”

“But you think that the majority 
of the farmers of the state favor the 

.present grades?”
“Yes, I have been to a number of 

farmers’ meetings and explained the 
grades and except for the meeting at 
Greenville there has beeh no opposi­
tion.”

"T f  t told you that out of several 
hvodrA^ letters I had received on this 
proposition from every potato grow­
ing county in the state, all but one 
condemned the gradine rules, woo11 
you still say that the majority of 
fnrmers were in favor of the rules?” 

“Well, you know people are more 
.potato tell you when they are opposed 
to a thing than when they are in favor 
of it.”

rJ would like to know, Mr, Waid, if 
V( u and Mr. Hicks of Wisconsin rec­
ommended the adoption of these rules 
the present year.”

“No more so than other growers’ 
representatives who were at the Wash- 
fr gton meeting. ”

“But, if Mr. Miller considered that 
y">u represented the opinion of the 
growers of this state, your opinion 
would go a long way- wouldn't it?”

“I suppose so.”
- ‘Now then, you have admitted that 
the grading rules are not being as 
effectively enforced in other states as 
1r> Michigan, and that the rules do 
work ap injustice against the farm­
ers, who were hit by the early frost. 
This being true, why wouldn’t you be 
willing to recommend either the 
abandonment of the grades for this

year* or the reduction of the larger 
. Screen fo an inch and three-fourths?”

“ I am afraid if that is done,1 we will 
have a hard time getting' the grades 

-into-effect again.”  >
“Which is more important, Mr. 

Waid, the establishment of these 
grades another year, or the immediate 
saving of a million dollars to our farm­
ers?”

“ I think the farmer will find event­
ually that the grades are to his bene­
fit. If we abandon them now we'd 
have to admit failure.”

“ I don't think so. Here’s the propo­
sition: These grades were establish­
ed without the farmer’s knowledge or 
consent, and those responsible knew 
that it was physically impossible to 
make them immediately compulsoryjn 
all the potato growing states. Over 
three months of the marketing season 
has passed,, there are millions of bush­
els of potatoes still in the growers’ 
hands* held there because of the grades. 
The public has not 'been educated to 
buy according to grade and cannot be 
in time to affect the consumption of 
the 1917 crop. Now, why wouldn’t it 
be the fair and sensible thing to do 
to admit that the time was importune 
for putting the grades into effect and 
abandon them. If grades are to the 
growers’ benefit let us have them, but 
let’s consult the growers as to what 
kinds of grades they want, and give 
them time to think it over. I f  this 
publication finds that grading is to the 
benefit of the farmers, you’ll find1 us 
most willing to co-operate in the move­
ment. at the proper time.”

"I have already written to the Pood 
Administration urg ng that' the rules 
be put into effect at once in all other 
states. I shall take your suggestions 
under consideration, and if the Food 
administration advises me that it if 
going to be impossible to operate the 
grades effectively in the other states, 
then I shall recommend what you sug­
gest.”

“You’ll tdke it under consideration,” 
again interrupted Mr. Waterbury, “and 
act according to your own judgment, 
but you won’t be pushed into it; is 
that it?”

(Curtain)
And there you are. Prof. Waid holds 

the key to the situation; he will take- ] 
the proposition to save the farmers j 
of Michigan from a great loss, “under 
consideration,”, and if in the course 
of a month or more. aft.«r all the po­
tatoes left, on the growers’ hands have 
rotted or their place on the market has 
been taken by New York’s ungraded*" 
stock, he may recommend the aban­
donment of the grades. Ye Gods, this . 
is the thing they call Justice!

AVERAGE MICH. PRICES 
W EEK ENDING TAR. 5, 1918
Wheat, $2.60; oats, 75c; rye, $1.68; 

potatoes, $1.19; butter, 42c; eggs, 46c; 
hens, 16c; hogs, 15c,

BINDER TWINE NOW
UNDER U. S. CONTROL

Be afBusiness Farmer!
Most farmers know how to G R O W  stuff, but few of them know 

how to S E L L  it. W hat about Y O U , Mr. Firmer? I* Are'you sufficient­
ly posted on the market conditions and prices to know when to ee ll your 
crops to the best advantage?

15,000,000 bushels of potatoes, 2,000,000 bushels of beans, and thousands 
of bushels of wheat, oats and rye, yet remain in the growers’ hands.

What are they worth today? What will they be worth six months 
hence? I f you hold them, will you lose or will you gain?

ÜSINESS EAĴ MING
helps farmers solve the problems of marketing. 30,000 farmers now read 
and profit by the crop and market reports and advice given in this farm 
weekly. Are YOU one of them? If not,-—and you have a single bushel 
of potatoes, beans, wheat or oats yet to sell, you ought to become a 
subscriber AT ONCE.

Look thru this issue. Note for ydurself that Michigan Business 
F arming is trvtnc .to render a real service to the farmers of Michigan. 
Wé need YOUR help.

H E S IT A T E  N O  L O N G E R
Do NOW the thing you’ve said you wôuld do, hut hâve neglected— 

sign the coupon below and send it TODAY: 7

MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING, Mt. Clemens, Mich.
Dear Sirs:-—Send your weekly to the following address for one year, 

for which a one dollar bill is enclosed:

M

P. O. . . . . . . . . _________________. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R .F .D ....

County ..  . . .. .. .............................. . . . . . . . . . . . .  State .....

(This coupon Is from issue of Jan. 12, Ì918)
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1917 PRODUCTION AND

CONSUMPTION OF COAL

Under arrangements completed early 
in December, the U. S. Food Admin­
istration will control the binder twine 
industry of the United States, includ­
ing the distribution of the entire sisal 
supply of Yucatan. Binder twine 
comes under the scope of food control, 
being necessary equipment for the 
production of food, especially wheat, 
wh’ch is now such an essential com­
modity.

Commercial activities, including 
shipbuilding, have greatly increased 
the demand for manila hemp, and 
higher hemp prices have been reflect­
ed throughout the entire fibre indus­
try. While unable to assure American- 
farmers low-priced binder twine in 
1918, the Pood ^dm i-istration de­
clares that profiteering will not he 
permitted. . Under agreements which 
all of the binder twine companies in 
the United States have s gned, prices * seen any crop reports sent in from our

Testifying before the Senate Sub­
committee, Harry A. Garfield, IT. 13.

* Fuel Administrator, announced facts 
concerning the nation’s fuel situation 
that are of public concern and should 
especially interest persons having an 
available supply of wood.

Production of anthracite coal for 
1917 is estimated at 84,000,000 tons, an 
increase of about 11,000,000 tons over 
1916. Bituminous coal mined in the 
United States during 19-17 was approx­
imately 552,770,400 tons or 50,000,000 
tons more than the previous year. The 
total increase in supply was about 61,- 
000,000 tons, but the demand increa,s- 

~ied 100,060,000 tons. Most of the ex­
tra demand has arisen since April 
1917 when the United States entered 
the war, and is largely for the needs 
of thè government, munitions plants, 
and public utilities supplying power 
to war industries.

The Fuel Administration has used 
its powers to stabilize labor condi­
tions and prices so as to insurg a large 
steady coal output for the future. But 
becalise of excessive demand, Dr. Gar­
field is also urging conservation of qoal 
in every way possible and asking for 
a widespread substitution of wood as 
a fuel particularly in rural districts*-
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(Late County Crop Reports)
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BARKY (NòPtlieftMt)T—As I have”'nòt

will be based on cost of-material, plus 
cost of manufacture plus only a reas­
onable profit. To administer binder 
twine control, the U. S Food Admin­
istration has selected Henry Wolfer,\ 
who established the binder twine plant 
in the Minnesota State Prison, where 
he was warden for 22 years, and de­
veloped its output of twine to the' 
third largest in the world.

county I will send you a few so you may 
know what we are doing. Jan. 6 one of 
the worst blizzards of the year visited us. 
The majority of the farmers in thèse 
parts are just husking their norn and are 

-feed mg it out'as fast as they husk it, as 
it would not keep to crib it, however there 
ia some hard,.corn so that most of the 
farmers have enough for seed. Beans 
were very poor, running from 2 to' 14 bu. 
to the acre but the majority averaged 
from 3 to 5 and all are heavy pickers. 
We planted 17 acres and rowed them 3 
feet apart each way so that we could 
keep them free from weeds and that the

- drouth would not affect them as bad as 
it did the year before, but we Were left 
again. We put $90 in cash into the crop 
besides all the work and the weather was 
so bad at harvesting time that they laid: 
in piles on the ground for five weeks. We 
took a sample. to thè elevator and they 
would not buy them, and as we .have a.

■ grandpa and grandma in the family we 
are hand-picking them. As ours w en t«  
bu. to the acre you can figure out what" 
we will make from our bean crop. As 
we could not draw our potatoes at dig­
ging time we put them in the cellar think­
ing we would get $1 per bu. for them 
anyway. We had about 300 bu. and we 
hope we are not going to be left because 
we paid attention to M. B, F. and held 
them for $1.00. Farm help ih this section 
is very scarce,, A great many men' are 
alone on their farms now, so we don’t 
think there will be as much beans and 
potatoes raised next year especially i f  
our experienced help has to go to war, 
and we have to depend on city school 
boys. The farmers’ wives nearly all have 
to help in the fields or else see crops 
spoil. Eggs bring 44c now and milk 
testing 4 per cent brings $3.15 at the 
condensary at Hastings. Hay is selline at 
$25 a ton at auctions, shéep from $15 to 
$20 per head. We are very much interest­
ed in M B. F. and like to read the cron. '  
reports from different parts of the state 
Think you are doing yoUr best for the 
farmers all right.—H. C., Hastings, Jan­uary 7. ’

C H E B O Y G A N  (South)—Quite a bliz­
zard is raging here at present. About 10 inches of snow has fallen and a heavy 
wind has blown it into -large drifts Wal­
ter Reeves,-“who died at tamp Myers, Va. 
was buried here Friday, Jan. 4 ; he died 
of pneumonia after a short illness. This ‘ 
is the first soldier boy from Cheboygan 
to pass beyond. John Donnelly, of Che­
boygan, who was at Camp Custer and 
came home for Christmas, died at his
maYadv SYnd&y from the same,malady. A local dealer is shipping a few

a °/* f,0 ât°es from this place. We jod 03_J$. sy oojad oqr pusisuapun
cwt. Frank Ford, one of our best farm­
ers, has bouerht four head of Shorthorns.

OCEANA (Northj—Bean threshing and 
getting up wood seems to be the main 
businéss in this part of the country Drv 
Wood sells at $4 a cord. Green wood from 
$3 to $3 50 accord. Most of the farmers 
around here have lots of corn out vet 
Corn was too green to keep if it had been 
husked. Beahs are ih the same condi­
tion, green and wet. Potatoes are not 
being moved yet on account of cold weath­
er and the low price. Many of the farm- ' 
ers are complaining of feed being so verv 
scarce.—W- W  A ,  Crystal Y alley.JanS :

SAGINAW (Northwest)—Farmers are 
cutting wood .hauling coal, husking corn. : 
lee harvest has commenced. ^Practically 
no sugar beets have been contracted. Ten' 
dollars a ton is not enough for beets i f  
they average the same as last year.—M.
S. G , Hemlock, Jan 5


