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HIS IS WHERE All
THE MONEY GOES

Bean Committee at Waslyngton Explains Why

Farmers’ Beans that He Sells for $11 per
Hundred Jumps to $17 and $20 per
Cwt. Before Reaching .the City

- Ask the average city dealer who Is to blame for
the high cost of living and the invariable answer
will be “the farmer.” You smile at his ignorance
and seek fmo set him right, but you 'might as well
talk to the winds. Mr. Consumer KNOWS, the city
papers say the farmer’'s to blame and besides “look
at the high price of potatoes in spite of the bumper
crop. The farmer’s a profiteer, and that's all there
be to itr b-gosh.”

The writer has a few bushels of potatoes in excess
of his own needs, and a few days ago he called up a
local grocsryman and asked what he would pay for
them, That Shme day potatoes were retailing at
Detroit stores for $2 a bushel. “Well, yoxj knaw,”
confided the storekeeper, apparently not knowing
that | was more or less familiar with the marketing
situation, “l don't dare load up on high priced pota-
toes. (I had 28 bushels for sale, enough to last the
retailer probably a week.) These high prices are on-
ly temporary. They're, going down in a day or two.
There's a whopping big crop of- potatoes this year,
you know. But the farmers are holding on for $3
and $4 a bushel' and that's why the price keeps high.
But just you wait, when spring comes and those fel-
slers see that they aren’t going to get any such price,
the market will he swamped. In another two months
I'll be buying potatoes at 75 cents a bushel.”

Honest, folks, it was no use arguing with that man.
He knew all about the potato situation,—from read-
ing the daily newspapers.

When will the consuiner ever learn that the farmer
is not to blame for the high prices of foodstuffs?
When will they ever show enough interest in the
economies of food production and distribution to
learn the truth? This publication has for months
been trying to discover why, consumers should be
compelled to pay 20 cents a pdund for beans when the
farmer w&s getting 10 cents, or $2.00 a bushel for po-
tatoes when the farmer was getting only $1.00 and
less. We finally asked the bean and potato commit-
tees of the Food Administration to supply this in-
formation if posible. The bean committee advises us
as follows:

“It might be interesting to you to know that this
Division has -been investigating several complete
transactions from the Grower to the final consumr
er on beans, and when we have found a high retail
selling price, in checking it back throtigh its vari-
ous channels we have generally found that they were
old beans carried over from last year.

“One particular investigation that has been made
here in Washington, in which the retailer was sell-
ing Michigan Pea Beans at 17c per pound, the check-
ing back listed up about as follows:

Cost of Beans to Grower............... [T $11.00
Elevator expense and profit about 10%.... 110
Freight 40c per 100.......cccoooieuiiieuneeeninaennnns 40
Brokerage 10c per 10(f.....cccooevuiieenn vivvernnnenn. .10
Wholesale grocer’'s -profit about 12%%__ 155
Retailer about 209% .....,...ccooiiiiiiiiiiiieinns 285

Total net selling pripe to gonsumer, per cwt...$17.00
“On another transaction we made, wherein an ele-
vator took a profit of $2.40 per hundred, In investi-
gating his complete cost, we found in an investment
of an elevator of $14,000,vsalary to owner and one
'man, and a superintendent in the picking room,
so far this year they had only bought and shipped
1100 bushels, and the tetal‘expenses ran about $4,600,
or .a little over $4.00 per bushel, so that even in
charging $2.40 per.hundred, as he did, he was losing
nearly $4.50 to $5.00 per hundred on the transaction,
“If you know of any particular instances where
goods hav> been high we would be very glad to have
%ou give us the exact names and we assure you that
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we will take pleasure in investigating it from the
producer to the consumer.”
“UNITED STATES SFOOD ADMINISTRATION
Per K. PvKimball”

POTATO AND BEAN MARKETS
SHOW CONSIDERABLE STRENGTH

As we go to press, the potato and bean markets

"show signs of renewed activity. The Detroit mar-

ket on potatoes was still quoted at $2.70 per hun-
dred and beans had advanced to $12.50 per cwt.
Demand was strong and supplies light in both in-
stances, and market authorities look for no immedi-
ate slacking of either demand or prices.

It is our firm conviction now as it has been since
the opening market that beans will continue to
advance slowly as the season grows old. Despite
the alleged increase in production of this commod-
ity, the demand is greater than the supply, and with
the wheat shortage"becoming more pronounced, both
the civilian and military population»will be obliged
to turn more and more to beans.

No two authorities seem to agree upon the potato
situation. Some Believe that spring will usher in a
period of low prices, while others are as firmly con-
vinced that the demand will take care of the entire
supply. Michigan Business Farming wants to be
frank in saying that it has no suggestions to offer
this week as to the future of the potato market, but
we are now conducting a series of investigations
which should give us sufficient information upon
which to base an opinion within the next couple of
weeks. If there is an over-productron, aifd cars are
to be had to move the stocks to market, we may as
well resign ourselves to lower prices, but if me pro-
duction is only normal, as we have contended right
along, prices should rule comparatively high. Before
another fortnight has passed we hope to show our
readers in what manner the government hr.s over-
estimated the production, and why a more vigorous
demand may be looked for with the approach of
spring.

TO OUR LOYAL CROP REPORTERS

We weren’'t prepared to handle the avalanche of
crop reports that swept in upon us this week from
nearly-every county in the state, and were obliged,
much against our will, to leave out some which were
received after Jan. 28th. So if you don't see your
report in this issue you'll know it is because we
just couldn’t use it. Next week we are going to get
out our usual “bang-up’ issue and we want a report
from every county. We'll promise to use every one
that comes in on or before Tuesday, Feb. 5th, but
get them in before then if possible. PLEASE mail
your report not later than Saturday morning, so
we'll get it Monday. And if your supplies are run-
ning low, write for MORE.

AVERAGE MICHIGAN PRICES,
WEEK ENDING JANUARY 26

Wheat, $2.05;. oats, 79c; /rye, $1.69; hay, $24.74;
beans, $11.11; potatoes, $1.37; hens, 18c; butter, 45c;
eggs, 49c; hogs, 15c.

PP noiHiliiing

- WE WANT EVERY FARMER

who id a reader of this paper to tell us by
next mail what stocks of potatoes are being
held by the farmers in his vicinity. We are
making a comprehensive survey of the stocks
still in growers’ hands, not only in this but in
other states as well. Please tell us approxi-
mately what percentage of the farmers you
know still have their potatoes in pit or bin,
and how do their holdings compare with those
a year ago. You can render us, our readers
and yourself an inestimable service by giving
your careful ~and immediate attention to this
matter. Co-operate with us in finding out
the TRUTH about the potato cituation. There's
been guessing long enough.
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MR. HOOVER™STORED” ,
BY BEANSITUAIION

But Food Administrator has yet to Make
Practical Plans for Saving Michigan’s
Million Bushel Crop of Wet Beans
Altho the Warm Weather *is
Dangerously Near

It is reported that Food Administrator Hoover
was greatly “stirred” by the reports that a million
bushels or more of wet beans would go to waste in
this state unless something was done at once to
save them. That was fully two weeks ago, and bo
far as we have been able to learn, nothing has mar
terialized by way of a remedy.

State Food Administrator George W. Prescott rec-
ommends the canning of these beans for army and
navy use and says they are as good when canned as
the dry product. Under the commissary regulations,
however, wet beans cannot be purchased by the
government, and the rules will have to be altered
if Mr. Prescott’'s suggestions are to be carried out.

There is no question but that the utilization of
the wet beans in this state is a matter for the fed-
eral government to settle. The large acreage was
planted, in the first place, in response to the gov-
ernment’s pleas, and now that so huge a quantity

are in imminent danger of going to waste, pre-
vention methods "lie with the federal conservation
authorities.

Michigan Business Farming would like to gain

some idea of the number or farmers having wet
beans. Write us this information, will you?

The State Food Administrator is much concerned
also over Michigan's alleged surplus of potatoes.
There is considerable talk about Michigan’'s enor-
mous spud crop, but we have never yet seen any
reliable figures to show that the crop was in excess of
the demand. However, it will do no harm to look
about for additional markets, and we commend
Mr. Prescott’'s efforts in this respect. -

One suggestion has been made by Robert D. Gra-
ham, chairman of the state board of agriculture, that
the state place an embargo on southern potatoes
until the Michigan crop has been consumed, and the
proposal has been taken under serious consideration
by the state food administrator, it is stated.

GREAT FLOODS ADD TO GRAVITY
OF THE COAL SITUATION

Millions of dollars worth of property have been
destroyed in Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia from
the flooding of the Ohio river and other streams-
tributary to the Mississippi. Warm weather had
converted billions of tons of ice and snow at the
source of these streams into water, and broken up
the ice in the rivers, changing them into torrents
that have destroyed everything before them. "

The catastrophe is not local by any means. Scarce-
ly (wenty-four hours had elapsed after the breaking
of the ice gorges before the fuel administrator was
sending out telegrams all over the country conveying
the tragic news that no more coal could be mined
or shipped out of these states until the flood had
subsided and the damage repaired. Reports from the
upper sources of the flooded streams indicate that
melting snows will add to the- danger and nothing
short of extremely cold weather will stay the pro-
gress of the .unloosened flood.

What effect the temporary suspension of coal
shipments from that region will have upon an already
acute shortage situation can hardly be estimated.
The nation’s, coal bins are very low; hundredslof
Michigan towns hava used theif last pound and wait
in shivering and fear for additional supplies. De-
troit factories are shutting down by the scores, pub-
lic utilities of every description are in a bad way,
and unless relief comes soon Michigan will be wholly
coalless.
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PARTIAL LIST OF NEW OFFICERS
OF BREEDERS ASSOCIATION

Not all of the associations which make up the

and there, is actual suffering for want of coal and
wood. People are anxiously waiting for the promised
relief. Some farmers are putting up ice, and it meas-
ures about 20 inches and it free from slush." Very lit-
tle grain being marketed, on account of ca. shortage,
beans are moving slowly too. It js my opinion that
the farrhers of Michigan will lose'heavily on the 1917

WHY MAY DEALERS USE
A SMALLER POTATO SCREEN

I have read itt the M. B. F. very much about the
great injustice done to the farmers of Michigan,

|> Michigan Improved Livestock Breeders and Feed- bean crop both Olh accohunt og _the»wetl ,cqnd'i1tion$§%% a1 th el d let K it Is boi
iati < - price. They surely ought to bring no lésé than X an ou wou et you Know w S bein
§ ers Association were able to elect officers, for snow and even at $10.00.  Seven-eighths of the growers  done at W(?odville Newaygo county: and | expec%
J!I' bound trains and waist-deep country roads pre- would lose money. Farmers in this part of the coun- this is being done at oth ints als A tai
| vented most of the breeders organization® from Ly are short of feed, as a rule, and it looks like a IS IS being done at other points also. certain
. 9 . hay famine in this section later on.’ Most of the produce dealer has bought several thousand bush-
*|  convening a qUOrl:lm. »In a” CaS_qS Whe_re this hap- gggpleer inr‘(:ghciﬁ Sleefst;:or]l'&,(lasslégd t‘il'\vehii%engc(o:ilrtrg% b:)% p?ﬁé els of potatoes before the ao-called government
| pened; the old officers continue in service. G. I% & 1, 20 miles south 0¥—Kalamazoo, and the way _Screen!was used and has now loaded out two car-
1 Those associations, which were able to elect cars were smashed, derailed, etc.,is a miracle that out- ' loads of these potatoes and has been re-grading
H chose the following: of olhe oztoose??gjg?/ger%r’h only four were égjiﬂaeddraa\;vqg them over an inch and three-fourths screen for the
ff Michigan Improved Livestock Breeders and Feed" by o double’ neader and o broken rail cagsed the 8t Oro0g oo N O o company can Uac
S ers Association—President, |. R. Waterbury, De-  lfouge. i YES <eeP GIEr NS gounders ot potarto y . -
I trotti vice president, Colon C. Lillie, Cooperatile; ~ 2rading. and [ might add that | don't see how those a smaller screen for their own potatoes and abide
A - county agents could speak for the farmers they repre with the law. then- wh hould the farmer b
g. secretary, Geo. A, Brown, East Lansing; ass't. sent, if they don’t see each other ofter .r than I see e law, then- why should tne farmer Dbe
I secretary, W. E. J. Edwards, E. Lansing; treasur- ©0ur ‘county agent. Here's hoping you, have "a little compelled to use an inch and fifteen-sixteenths
X : . coal, and warmer weather than we are having.—A. A screen?—A Subscriber
m er, C. P. Reed, Howell; executive committee. J. 4.~} Mendon, Mich* The Michigan dealer who ships ~ock not co
| Fred Smith, Byron; Jacobs De Geus, Alicia; H. H KALAMAZOO (East)—The farmers are all busy ing t tg TLS rules tak pb t h P
Halliday, Clinton,; P. P. Pope, Mt. Pleasant, Geo. shoveling snow, but ns-the snow keeps,coming and orming to the - rules, takes abopt one chance
Prescott, Tawas City. ?Slo‘sl\g” ) t'}%);t r?ta‘gfo gughglwcfodh%ifmay-"aTgeW:naOrVg in a thousand of losing bis license. -Many deal-
| Michigan Horse Breeders' Association—Pres-  having another blizzard today. Al business is at a €rs in this state have”shipped ungraded  stock,
'1 HﬁgéanaE%ts’,t lEgnSGi?‘us, Alicia; secretary, R. S. Svt:nlgasgl; g%uelljccbouurr;% %futtf}g viggv?uusgfrnseng\t\vlr}ﬁsttg;dt much of it undoubtedly having been purchased
f Michig’]an Holstein %riesian Association—Pres Orf1 Watefr' : S%W a piece in the Battle Creek rlmnqmrer: ali sk bu]E F}herehls ampl;:j eﬁ”demg S per\Zje
- — - that after February 1st at Manistique, Mich., eac that many of them have mixed the grades in load-
§ ident, M. W. Wentworth, Battle Creek; vice pres- person will be entitled to three pounds of sugar and  : y 9 .
1 ident, Peter Buth, Grand Rapids: secretary and ,20. pounds' of flour per month. "I wonder how they ~INg out. [Because of the fact that there is no
) ch Daniels. Ok ’ y mthink a hard working man can live and rake.more demand for graded, stock; and that the majority
g tre'\ij_sut:_el’, AES. g anl(;s, eBmOSa A o food stuff at thart1 rate. Ifwaﬁ always t%Id ;rom noth- of |Se commission houses, retailers and consumers
ichigan erdeen Angus Breeders' Association ing remains nothing, so if they want the farmers to 7 ’
If "Presidgent A. Minty Io%wia' vice president, G. A {ﬁ?sef mgiret fotohd sftu%"f, they oug tt tokbe WitHing t(t) put don't give a hoot whether they get graded ‘or un-
’ N - ! ’ ’ - ’ e Too (o] e farmers soO as o ee em stron H H
| Prescott, Tawas City; .secretary, Ward Hathaway, and willing to do their part towardspraisin% more.  graded potatoes, thosp who are doing their darn-
g Ovid; executive committee, C. Buttles, Lewiston; There is quite I?j t%Ik that if tr%e Icamps r\4vould Ie mgre dest to compel people to buy by grade,-hare found
- i i i savin it wou e uite a e to the eople, ut i i H _
I M. Kelley, Charlotte; Sidney Smith, Pontiac, mightgmake ! Shortag% i feir ho slop. 7 ygu want |t necessary to_send inspectors into leading term
g Michigan Guernsey Cattle Club—President, to get the measles, mumps, or chicken pox send in inal markets to detect any violation of the rules
g \I;|aacg(rs3(/mBallard, Niles; secretary, C G. l?arnell4 )é?il#:a)?rder to Climax and have it fllle'&—‘"H. H. Ft.  py the country dealers. This method is admitted
: o , L CALHOUN (Northwest)— Roads pretty well block- by the Food Administration’s representatives to
i Michigan Hereford Breeders’ Association—Pres-  ed with snow and roads are made _in the fields through be-haph d | f f th
> de | e-haphazard, as only a very few o e cars are
ident, Lewis Norton, Quimby; secretary, Earl C. the door yards or anywhere it is convenient to get " K I I hole is left f
;g McCarty, Bad Axe. through.d One %f trae ~mail Sarriers = came throsugg inspected:  Consequently a loophole is left for any
A , , . our yard stopped and inquired the way to go. al i i i -
1|‘ tMIChlgan _chheizp Ereeger% agd I;qeﬂlerSdASSQCl- he need_(le_ﬂ afblue print toh know where to gnake his :r'zzggessiogialer who's got the nerve, to ship un
: ation—FpPresiaent, . . ead, Ichland, vice route. e, farmers are arvesting ice an cutting .
g president, Amos Welsh, lonia; secretary and treas- ~ Wood. - some. hauling wheat. ' The ‘beans that were You might be surprised to know that it has only
g urer, W. A. Shantz, Hastings; Executive commit- ﬂ_ J., Battle Creek. yet.—V. been within the last few weeks that dealers have
! tee, H. E. Powell, lonia; shropshires, R. A. Kyser, ARENAC (East)— Farmers shipping wood and re- been compelled to ship stock ungraded. Up to
| Lowell; Hampshires, & | Wing, Kinderbooks  eeiing G200 per ford ot viteh NSather colf, Mal  that time, they were free to buy stock graded,
Ig1 Bert S;Jnifh Charlotte; Lincgins I. R V’Vaterbury' g hay recefvmg $2do.oc_) %er t?n att) trac%(r some are  which they did, and to mix the grade in the car
’ 1 s 1 . ’ getting out logs an timber for arn rames, some i i J— i i
a Highland; Oxfords, E. M. Ball, Hamburg; Ameri-- trading their farms for city propérty. 1 am sending if they SO desired, Wh.'f:h many of them did.
§ can Marinos, Carey V. Edwards, Hastings ou $1.00 for M. B. F. for Arza Pennwick, who says Answering your specific question, a potato deal-
S ! N . o SN . e has received a few sample copies which has made er cannot use a smaller screen than an inch and
! Michigan Swine Breeders’ Association—Presi-  him beleive that the M. B. F. is the best farm paper . ; . .
| dent, J. B. Hibbard, Bennington; secretary, 6.? ever printed—A. D. F., Alger. fifteen-sixteenths and abide by ¢he rules. He can
i F. Foster, Ann Arbor. _C_HEBOYhGAII\_l (Nlorthwegt)—T[Te fecljrmers in thihs v:— demand grade stock from the farmer, because,
H i 4 H H cinity are aulin 0ogs an WOoo an some are aul- H H
8- Poland China Swine Breeders A_ssouatlon— ing hay for Whigh they are getting $20.00 per ton. he holds the w’hlp lash over the_farmer, and if
| \lj\;'_eslfil]enct:,l Pk- IE,/I Pope, Mt. Pleasant; secr\(/e\}ar%, gggllf Bros,f og Vémdert()jiltl are _tak'\illng out —aboua_z SOr?"_ the latter doesn't want to have his stock graded,
- Win. J. Clark, Mason; executive committee, W. E. 00 feet of hard wood logs in Minro township this ' i '
9 Livingston, Parma: L. L. Chamberlain, Marcellus: winter. It is very cold here at present. It was 20 he's got a perfect right, of course, 'tO haul ‘em
I!- E Hg Leohard. St. Loui ’ ’ degrees below zero this week and we had a severe back home ungraded. But when it comes to
. E. H. Leonard, St. Louis. storm’ the 25th of this month. It piled the snow up  ghinping the spuds. Mr. Dealer can use his own
| Duroc Jersey Swine Association—President---F. jn the roads in some places to_the depth of eight feet nipping puds, . > u
g J. Drodt, Monroe; secretary, C. F. Foster, Ann Ar- 0 that it stpppec_i”the traffic for a couple of days.— discretion as to whether he ships by grade or not.
Z bor. ’ ’ ’ ’ O. W. B., Riggsville.

-MONROE— Farmers are cutting wood and butcher-
ing. Weather cold, damp and snowing, ground frozen
Farmers selling hogs cattle and grain; those who have

HURON (Northwest)— The even winter waather has
not hurt wheat this month. A lot of farmers are pick-v
ing their beans instead of giving them to the ele-
vator and then pay three cents per Ib. for their culls
back again. The shortage of coal is causing the farm-
ers to get out and dig up wood in the drifted snow and
blizzards, with no regard for the amount of chores
there are to do.-s-A. F. C., Pigeon.

The following are the officers of the U. S. Boys’
Working Reserve- in Macomb county: i i
Director, R. G. Potts, Washington'; Vice pireetor,

HOW DO YOUR POTATOES
GRADE, MR. FARMER?

There has been considerable discussion and dif-.
ference of opinion, as to the proportion of the Mich-
igan potato crop which is graded as No. 1, No. 2
and cull stock. Prof. Waid of the extension depart-
ment estimates that the Crop will not run higher
than 15 per cent. The average for the state is,

B i e T here g oI o S hare V. E Chase, Romeo 'Enrolling officers Principals —he believes about 12 per cent. Members of the
¢ R OT schools;, . . sworth, ichmona; ann, H H i ’ ’ —
and we can only get ten cents worth at a time. No W S°Sicou = 2 & Lunger.» Utica: V. P. Peirce, Michigan Potato Shippers’ Ass'n. also try to de

coal; some & little but not enough to last very
long. Herman Heemsoth had a very mysterious fire
some time ago. He buys steers and feeds them. His
corn crib caught fire about midnight and burned the
contents, about one thousand bushels of good corn;
also his granary, some machinery,-half a beef and dif-
ferent articles which were stored in the building.—
R. H., Carleton, Jan.

EMMET— The weather is cold with lots of snow.
Beans are not all threshed around here yet and are
a very poor grade. Farmers are holding their pota-
toes for a better price; also they are feeding lots of
potatoes to stheir stock. No logging is being done. Our

Memphis: S. Dick, Washington; V E. Chase. Romeo;
W. ,H. Hart, Armada; A. H, Clark, New Baltiipore:

Enrolling begins Monday, February 25th. One hun-
dred Macomb county boys received Federal recog-
nition— 1917.

MACOMB COUNTY MILK

PRODUCERS WILL MEET

Announcement is made of an important meet-
ing of the local branch of the Macomb County

lude themselves that e percentage will not run
any higher. But the FACTS are that the 191 <crop
will grade anywhere from 10 to 60 per cent, with
a state average o* probably 30 to 35 per cent. This
is the average which” we estimate from variOus
statements that have been received from farmers
telling of their own expérience.

We have something more authoritative than this
however, which comes from the leading and most
representative potato county of the state, Mont-

\élzdsrc‘)itg é%réve“T?lueeg”ggerwsit?oV\lljoeoa_ét?oéngzr:gyg ;g{ Milk Producers’ Ass’'n, on Saturday, Feb, 2 at calm. A few weeks ago, Mr.'L. A. Siple, one of the
good seed oats here.— H. W., Levering,Jan. 25. Lowenstein hall, Mount Clemens. The meeting most prominent farmers of Montcalm county, sent

MONTCALM—Most of the farmers are shoveling
snow at the present time. Some are hauling spuds to
Greenville, but not very many. They are paying $1.50
~down there and only "$1.20 at Lake View. Some of
the big farmers around here are talking about this
dealer grab and say they will not raise any more than
one-tenth of the spuds they raised last year.—E, W.,
Coral, Jan. 24.

CAEHOUN (Northeast)— The farmers in this local-
ity seem to be weather bound. Can hardly get one to do
anything. The weather is very cold and stormy now
with snow about 18 inches deep in woods ; roads in bad
condition, not much traffic. A small amount of hogs
and cattle are going to market, a few being held for
better prices which don’t come very fast.—G. R., Olivet

BAY (Southeast)-—There is not ,much doing now
among the farmers. Taking care of stock, shoveling
snow and some are selling their wheat. Hay is in
good'demand now but some farmers can’t haul it now
on account of the bad roads as lit would tip over. |
hope the farmers will try and have a law passed to
make sleighs and wagons track the same. We would
have better winter roads for all kinds of rigs.—J, C.
A., Mupger.

ST. JOSEPH ’(North Central)— Where is the fellow
that predicted an open winter? We are having the
time of our life shoveling snow (gratis) for the’ town-
ship, as our highway fund has been over-drawn, and
of course the farmers haven’t much else to do”this
time of the year, at least this is the way it has»been
doped out to us. it has bien reported that ~ a good
manx farmers have had stock perish from the severe
weather of the past week. The fuel situation has
assumed more severe proportions from day to day,

SiHIFENInGna g s nsi=iE,

will be called to order at 2:30 o'clock. Every
dairyman in Macomb county whether a member
of the association or not Is wanted to be present.

A1 Apology

WING TO a number of combining cir-

cumstances, wholly outside of our con-

trol it was., necessary for us to issue a
smaller sized paper this week than usual.
One of these causes is a, shortage of paper
stock. A carload of paper that was shipped
out of Minnesota over a month ago Is still
enroute or tied up in some snow-bound sid-
ing. The coal situation is also partially to
blame. We know that our readers who
have appreciated something of the tremen-
dous amount of work connected with the
publishing each week-pi a paper like Mich-
igan Business Fabhing, Will pardon us for
the temporary shortcoming, and will watch
Yrith their, usual interest for the coining
week's number, brimming over with good
things for Michigan business farmers.

TEEEE

out a questionnaire to several hundred farmers ask-
ing them to report the percentage of their crop
grading No. 1, 2 and cull, respectively. We asked
Mr. Siple for a report of his findings, and he writes
us as.follows: .-

“l averaged sixteen of the statements | received
,from the growers scattered thru this section and
find their potatos grade an average of SIXTY-
FIVE'percent No. 1, THIRTY percent No. 2 and
FIVE percent culls.”

On this basis Michigan’s thirty million bushel
crop will grade as follows:, 19 1-2 million bushels
No» 1;, 9 million bushels No. 2 and 1 1-2 million
bushels culls. The 19 1-2 million bushels of No. 1
stock will be sold as low as- the ungraded stock
from New York and Pennsylvania, if they ever get
to market, and the 9 million bushels of No. 2—
sound, edible food,—will be fed to the hogs or left
to rot in the cellar. - . 1

Perhaps some of our “friendS” at the college and
on the potato committee who are directly respon-
sible for this enormous waste olfood. will come for-
ward now and further explain why grading is such
a benefit to producer and the country at large.
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~ASHINGTON LETTER

WASHINGTON, D. Q—The storm
of partisan discontent that has been
brewing in Washington for months
has broken, and all Congress floun-

ders in its séeLhing bosom. Ambition-bloated pol-
iticians scramble far a hold on the oars of the
ship of state, seeking nothing but .personal honors
and self-gratification by guiding whence their
own conceited judgment (reels. Of all ~Le lot, the
pilot—thé President—stands serene and unmoved
directing the craft safely thru the“troubled wat-
ers. It now appears t at the meddlesome senate
investigation was hatched some months ago, and
was a part of u well-preconceived plot to harrass
the President and his cabinet and to place them in
bad repute with the people. Despite Senrtor
Chamberlain’s erstwhile app—int frien’line 3 to
the administration, it now develops that he had
been gathering stray data and “évidence” for
months tending to show mat t' e war preparations
had been badly handled. He had submitted photo-
graihs taken at training camps fhpwing soldiers
practicing with wooden equipment for want of
something better. It-*is pat n* that these photo-
graphs were gathered for a very definite purpose,
and that the Senator, backed up by Roosevelt, is
playing them low to -discredit the government..
It is not exactly clear what the politicians expect
to ga;n by their sudden onslaught. They certainly
cannot blind the people to the marvelous progress
ihat has already been made. The military depart-
ment heads cannot quite be the personification of

I'inefficiency that Citizen Roosevelt would like to
1 have the people believe. It need cause no one to
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wonder that mistakes have been made; the unex-
plainable thing is that greater mistakes have not
been made. The enemies of the administraiton
take great care in avoiding any mention of what
has been accomplished; they play up the trifles
that have been overlooked simply because physical
limit was reached in solving the monumenta?
problems that hamper war progress in every na-
tion. | do not question that the President has been
a bit hasty in dismissing so peremptorily the very
suggestion of a super*war cabinet. Possibly the
creation of such a body njight have much to do
toward silencing the government’s critics. On the
other hand, the President may have had absolute
knowledge that the agitation was purely of a po-
litical character, and his-opposition was therefore
justifiable. The clath had to come. Better by far
that these personal, partisan differences, between
thé egoists, the cranks, the office-seeking politi-
cians be settled now while we are only on the
verge of the war, than six months hence when we
will be bearing the brunt of the conflict. We have
no fear of the outcome! The shake-up will bring
the big men to the top and those mean in spirit
and shallow in patriotism, will rattle to the bottom..

We | ow haye a clear and concise..statement of
the German war rims. They coincide Im 3t ex-
actly with the conception we formed some time ago
of that nation’s ambitions. They give the lie to
Germany’s repeated assertion tha” she w”s fight-
ing for her existence. They are express-
ed in bold wordings that cannot be
misunderstood. Germany is after
more land and more subjects, and it
is for the attainment of these ambi-
tions that half the world has been
brought into the inferno of war. Dis-
cussing. resident Wilson’s latest re-
marks bn this country’s peace terms,

Count von Hertling, the imperial Ger-
man chancellor, asserted bifore the
German reichstag that there would be
no difficulty in coming to an amicable
understanding on the President s first
four proposals, viz., abolition of secret
freatiies, Ireedom of the seas, equality
of trade conditions and reduction of
armaments. But the Gount was sure
(lifftcuUie3 would be met in the adjust-,
meat of territorial claims, along the
lines laid down by Pres. Wilson. Ger-
many cues not iiuehd-to force the in-
corporation of Belgium as a German
state, but believes that the disposal of
Poland’s future is a matter that Ger-
mmany and Austria should”decide with-
out interference from the Allies. Set-
tlement”of boundary disputes between
France and Germany and Rue ia and*
Germany should be settled by the na-
tions immediately concerned. Strip-
ping the Count's speech of all camou-
flage, we have the substance that Ger-
many will be perfectly willing to con-
cede the wisdom of President Wilson's
recommendations on all matters gen-

* erally,conceded to be of international
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interest, but the fixing of the new boundary lines
is a matter for Germany, and Germany alone, to
decide. The people of the United States can now
dispel any idea they may have that Germany
wants peace; or that the war will soon end. If t
is for the protection of the smaller nations* and
for democracy* that we fight, Germany must be*
pushed back on every front and decisively beaten
so that there .may not be a single question as to
the fate of the unhappy nations now writhing un-
der the Kaiser’s heel.

A/ *gU i

The eyes of the world, during the past week, have
been turned toward Austria-Hungary and the intern-
al revolutionary-conditions prevailing there, inat tne
dual monarchy has reached a critical stage m t e
great war can not longer be doubted. Condition,
there are such as to make the roost"Stringent meas-
ures necessary if the present war government is to con-
tinue as an ally of Germany, and not be overwhelmed
by the rising tide of revolution. The censor-
ship is so strict that reliable information is difficult
to obtain, much of it being obtained through the Boi-
sheviki government at Petrograd, coming from Aus-
tro-Hungarian soldiers on thé eastern front, borne
of the leading factors contributing to the Present un-
rest are .hostility to -the government's servility to
Germany, famine and distress caused by the war, and
last, but not least socialistic influence exerted by the
Russian Bolshevik!.

The Teutonic-Bolshevilu peace conference has been
adjourned until Jan. 29. It now appears that no def-
fnite settlement can be made except thru a complete
backdown of the Russians. Gen. Hoffman insi‘ts on
Germany’s annexation terms and while reluctantly
consenting to the adjournment stated that it wou d be
the last postponment, and that failure to comply with
Germany’s terms would result in the occupation of the
Russian city-of Revel, within a week. He also in-
sisted that the future Russian frontier be the shores
of the gulf of Finland to the east of Mopn sound
islands, thence to west of Minsk and thence to Brest-
Liitovsk. This means loss to the Russians of a large
territory and such terms are not likely to be accept-
ed One redeeming feature of the Brest-Litovsk meet-
ing is the fact that Germany has revealed her lust
for conquest and desire to retain"enemy territory now
in her hands.

Count Terauehi. Japanese premier, speaking at the
opening of the Diet, outlined Japan’s position in the
following way: "Japan holds herself responsible for
maintenance of peace in this part of the world, and
consequently in the event of that peace being endan-
aered to the inevitable detriment of our interests, the
government of Japan will not hesitate a moment to
Lke proper measures. As the friend of Russia. Japan
earnestly hopes that country may succesr.iully settle
its difficulties without much further loss of time and
establish a stable government.”

Official reports indicate unusual activity for winter
months along the western front. Intensity of artillery
fire has increased and raiding parties and air fighting
are of daily-occurrence, ien German airplanes were
brought down in two days by the French. The Ital-
ian war office reports intense artillery fire along the
entire front, also several minor engagements along
the right bank of the PSave river.

Belgium, in her reply to Pope Benedict’s peace note,
has laid down her final peace terms. They include,
*a jUst peace,'So far as concerns Belgium, her integ-
rity and that of the colonies. Reparation for damage
dong, and guarantees against a renewal of the ag-
gression of 1914.”
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WEEKLY MAINE LETTER

The potato situation in Maine at the beginning
of 1918 shows many perplexities. The prices re-
ceived by the growers are not enough to tempt
them to a large production the coming season, and
if a further decline sets in as the season tor plant-
ing uraws near the plant in Maine”will be nnw
terially cut down. > .

| have talked with growers from pretty much
all over the state during the last six weeks and if
the °plant Is cut as.per the opinion of these grow-
ers at the present time the matter will be a serious
one. This will be especially true in our
markets if the congested freight 8,J |tI°JdB919
cleared up before the winter of 1918 and 1919
allowing a freer movement from western points to
our eastern cities, which usually get the bulk of
their supplies from Maine. Not one of toe.growe s
I have talked with but what believes the £°verJ
ment report as to the 1917 crop in Maine is ve y
much too large. My own judgment would be that
the Government report of our 1917 crop is at leas
30 per cent too high. Neither do the m®"ket con-
ditions warrant a belief that there is the *
mous crop as given out by the Government report.
Tf this report is true the growers stand to lose very
heavily as the amount up to date that has moved
out of Maine is way below that of a year ago and
the time is coming near when the old crop must be
moved or lost. . .

Let the reader take a map of Maine and draw
a line westerly from Bangor through Farmington
and that portion of the state south of th.s line did
not bglgrilrj to produce enough potatoes for its
use is was true also in" 1916. A few years ago
this section produced hundreds of car loads tor
export besides feeding its own people. Fr@&m tim
present indications Indoubt very much if it ever
again becomes an exporting section.

There is but little doubt but what the acreage
planted to potatoes in Maine the coming season
will be much below the past few years. Several
Aroostook growers have informed me than the cut
in acreage in that county will be 1» their opinion
40 per cent of 1917. Some claim as high as 60 per
cent decrease but this figure will not be toucbed
unless the market goes all to pieces and the grow-
ers lose outright a large portion of the stocks they
now have on hand. —+

There are several reasons for the great decrease
in acreage that will undoubtedly take place. Some
farmers claim that thh local draft boards with a
desire to make a good showing as To exemptions,
are refusing to exempt many young men who are
-badly needed on the farms if production is to be
maintained. But little help can now be obtained
from ovdr the line and hundreds of Aroostook
growers have got to cut their acreage on this ac-
count. It is little use to get a large acreage plant-
ed and be unable to take proper care of it, or worse
still, be delayed in the harvesting of the crop.
Aroostook weather cannot be depended upon after
the middle of October. Two years out of the last
fifteen' has the temperature dropped to nearly zero
before October Oth, practically ruining all un-
dug tubers. This makes it necessary if the grow-
er is to play safe, to have-his crop dug before
October 15th, and he must be easonably sure of
having competent help.

This shipping of city labor to help harvest a
potato crop may appeal to theorists in the city but
hardly one out of every dozen of .uch help" is
worth the food they consume; their backs sim-

ply won't stand the strain of picking
up potatoes all day. Next the fertil-
izer shortage is a very serious one to
the Maine grower. The grgat major-
ity of Main growers use a ton of fertil-
izer per acre. Betore potash got”so
high in price from 6 to 10 per cent wks
used. This grade of comm >rcial fer-
tilizer cannot now be had at any price
and the growers must content them-
selves with one or two per cent, and at
a price more than twice as much as
before the war. It takes some cour-
age to apply from sixty to seventy-five
dollars worth of fertilizer for an acre
and at even the present prices from
twenty to twenty-five dollars more for
seed. Most Maine growers use from
14 to 20 bu. of seed per acre, probably
an average of around 16 to 18 bu. when
seed is reasonable cheatr. Add to th’'s
the cost of materials for spraying for
bligbt-and insects and we have around
a hundred dollars per acre without fig-
uring any labor cost. Were this all he
had to contend with the Maine grower
would not cut his acreage 40 per cent
as now seems probable; there are two
other serious reasons which | will take
up next Week. At present there is no
frost in Maine fields. Snow came early
.18 inches along the coast to 4 feet of
snow as one goes north.

(Editor’s note: The above is the first
of a series of weekly letters that Mr. E.
A Rogers of Brunswick, Maine, has
agreed to_write for the readers of Mich-
igan Business Farming, on_ Maine crop
and market conditions. ~Mr. Rogers is sec-
retary of the Johnson Seed Potato,-Co.,,
which operates eight big potato farms in

the vicinity of Brunswick, specializing in
the culture of seed potatoes,
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SIDELIGHTS ON SUGAR
REET SITUATION

Manufacturers with Customary Short-sight-
edness and Bull-headedness would
Compel Growers to Raise cBeets /
Without Profit

The annual tug-of-war between the beet grow-
ers and the manufacturers is on. The farmers,
thru their committee, have said that they”would
not take less than $10 a ton for their beets, and
the manufacturers are equally positive that they
won't pay a cent more than $9 minimum, with
a sliding scale attachment, which represents &,
bout $1 per ton over the price paid for,-last year’s
crop. ; '. ' , AS

“The growers’ committee cannot endorse the
nine dollar contract and will not endorse it,”
said A. B. Cook, of, Owosso, one of the-members
of the committee.. We failed to get an offer from
the manufacturers that we believed good enough
to assure a fair profit on our beets, and we refus-
ed to. accept any offer made by therii. We- did
succeed in getting an increase of one dollar over
the first contract submitted, and | believe that
about one more meeting will get us what we
should have.”

State Food uuministrator George A- Prescott
has been quoted as saying that he was not in
sympathy with the “$10 contract or no beets”
ultimatum of the growers. In Mr. Prescott's
judgment this is the time to think only of pat-
riotism and not of profits. It is our candid opin-
ion that Mr. Prescott has either been misquoted or
that his knowledge of the sugar beet industry
is very limited. Mr. Prescott is too good a bus-
iness man, we know, to argue that a manufacturer
of munitions of war, for instance, should con-
duct his business at a loss or charge him with be-
ing unpatriotic if he threatens to close up his
plant unless he be assured of a fair profit, even
tho the article he manufactures may be indis-
pensable to the conduct of the war. Why Mr.
Prescott .should ask that the common rule of
business be suspended when applied to the farm
factory, is totally beyond our ken.

We would like to aSK if Mr. Prescott knows what
it costs to grow an acre of beets, or if he has any
idea of the profits that accrue to the manufactur-
ers from the slicing of $9 and $10 beets respec-
tively. We don't believe he possesses this know-
ledge. It looks very much as if Mr. Prescott in
the role of, mediator, did the easy, rather than
the just thing, and recommended a price half way
between the p. asked by tne growers and that
offered by the manufacturers, irrespective of
whether it paid the growers a profit or not. |If
Sir. Prescott, as state food adn inistrator, believes
that the farmers of the lower peninsula should
accept $10 per ton for beets, its a dead sure thing
that the manufacturers won't pay a cent more
than that unless they're absolutely obliged to.

The government's price on sugar enables the
manufacturer; if assured of a good acreage, to
figure to a “T” just how much he can afford to
pay for the beets and still come out with a fair
profit. The growers have ascertained from re-
liable sources that the manufacturer can make
a very good profit on $10 beets. They know
that it will cost themselves, even in a normal
season, very-nearly the $10 they
ask, to produce beets, and they
are merely asking and with fair-
ness that the manufacturers give
them a portion of the profits.

Here are two facts that the
growers of beets should keep con-
stantly in mind. The manufactur-
er knows what his selling price is
to be, and he can estimate very
closely what it will cost him to
convert beets into sugar. He bases
his cost figures very naturally, up-
on a conservative estimate of the
probable acreage and yield, so that
if the acreage and yield be larger
than anticipated his profits are in-
creased in proportion. But con-
sider the farmer. His sellipg price
of $10 per ton is based on an av-
erage yield. Any yield even slight-
ly-under the average, may mean
a big loss on his crop. In asking
$10 for his beets, the farmer not
only fails to secure an even fifty-,
fifty share of the profits, but he
take's a mighty long change of be-
ibg left in the soup without any
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\ contract called for, on 1916 beets.

Where’s Mr.

Wert, Ohio, and the picture was
to whom we are indebted for its use.

MICHIG AK BUSINESS FARMING

Manufacturers of other beet i 'educing states'

are offering -growers $10 and better for 1918 beéts.
Growers of Colorado and California are getting

$12 per ton, of Wisconsin $i0 a ton, and it is-

stated that the. Menominee River Sugar Company
of Menominee, Mich., has its owfi volition Offered
upper peninsula growers $10. George W. Mec-
Cormick, manager of that concern, has been quot-
ed as saying that the farmers were entitled to
$10 per ton and that he had given contracts at
this price even if he did not make a cent of profit
from the factory. It was this same George W.
McCormick, who a year ago, voluntarily paid over
to the growers 50 cents per ton more than his
Such aets as
these inspire confidence and friendship, and aid
very materially in the upbuilding of the sugar
beet industry. We cannot refrain from .drawing
a comparison between this constructive policy
of Mr. McCormick's and the narrow and arro-
gant attitude of the lower peninsula managers.

It would appear to us that tbe demands of the
growers are just and reasonable, and we see no
reason for their backiing down on the ultimatum
they have given. If the abnormal conditions
mean abnormally high production costs and there
is no profit in growing beets at less than $10 per
ton, it is silly to argue that farmers who prefer
to grow some other crop in their stead aie un-
patriotic. One of the reasons why the beet grow=
ers have been so much -at the mercy-of the manu-
facturers is because so many of them have pinned
their faith to beets year after year as their sole
“cash” crop We honestly believe that the-best
thing that could happen to Michigan’s sugar beet
industry would be for the growers to turn to some
other crop for a few years and show, the manufac-
turers that they are not altogether dependent
for their living upon sugar beets. There is an
great a demand today for beans and wheat as fof

-sugar, and these two staples can be -grown in
many of the sugar beet sections with equal suc-
cess and possibly greater profit.

WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE
OF THE BEAN MARKET?
How does the bean market look to you? Do you
think they will advance in price before March 1st?
The market seems weak now, but | can hold my
crop until March 1st, but | am undecided whether
| had better sell now or not.—N. G., Alma*
NWe always hesitate to advise a man definitely
one way or another when it comes to holding
his product, but it is our personal opinion that
the bean market will be better later on. There
is a great deal of wet stock at the present time
and after this has a chance to clean up we believe
the market for good dry beans, excfept those which
may be used for seed, will show material advance.

FROZEN BEANS SHOULD
NOT BE USED FOR SEED

I would like to ask the question about wet beans
that are frozen. Is it safe to, plant them for the
next year’'s crop?—/. N. R., Ithaca.

We do not advise the planting of wet beans
which have been frozen. During the spring of
1917 the wfiter saw this tried out in a number
of cases and it usually proved entirely unsatis-
factory. The beans /would frequently germinate
and grow for a few inches above the ground and
then seemingly lacking vitality, would shrivel up
and die. We advise the planting of good beans
in all cases, and while wet beans may be dried out
and used as seed, we believe that after a bean
has been frozen the germinating qualities, or at
least the vitality, has greatly deteriorated.
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“Lady Giant 2nd” at horn® with her family of nine.
Iadyshlp is owned by M. A. Newton, a prosperons farmer of Liberty Township, Van
snapped by Miss llo Whlte of "St, Louis,
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MILL FEED REGULATIONS 1
BY FOOD ADMINISTRATION

By nedr regulations covering mill feeds, the
U. S. Food Administration has established a rela-
tion between the price of mill feeds and the price
of wheat. The plan guarantees to farmer a di-
rect relationship between the price he receives
for his wheat and the price he pays for feed. The
regulations apply to all mills engaged in the busi-
ness of milling flour and feed from wheat and li-
censed by the U. S. Food Administration.

The price of bran, bulk, f. o. b. mill, in carload
lots, for one ton (2,000 pounds) is in no case to ex-
ceed 38 per cent of the average cost to speh mill
of one ton of wheat aT the mill. The price ,at the
mill is determined by the average cost to the mill
of the wheat ground dpfing the previous month
plus an administration fee of 1 per cent paid by
the mill dn the wheat so purchased anc ground.

The regulations provide further that on all in-

_voices the price shall be off the basis of cash or

draft, s This is the price,In bulk at the mill in car-
loads. All invoices, moreover, shall shpw tlie bulk
price at the mill plus the price o” sacks, items of
freight and interest’, if any, when goods are sold
on extended terms or credits.

The other grades of mill feed are established on
a fixed differential taking bran as\*he basic price.
For shorts or standard middlings, the maxinaum
charge may be $2 pef ton-over the,price of bran.
Mixed feeds may be $4 per ton over tbe price' of
bran. Flour middlings may be $ per ten, and
Red Dog $15 per ton over the price of bran. In
the case”cited” the maximum price for these fefeds
per ton bulk, r. o. b. mills in carload tots, would
consequently be as follows: Shorts and standard
middlings, $28.60; Mixed feeds, $30.60; Flour mid-
dlings,. $35.60; Red Dog, $41.60.

Until further regulations are issued, a maxi-
mum of 50 cents per ton differential on feed sold
and" shipped in less, than caMoaid lots will be per-
mitted. N

In arriving at the price several things should be
bornedn mind. While the price for grade wheat
at the point where price determination is being
estimated should be the Chicago* price of $2.20
per bushel, with proper freight adjustment, at
the same time it may be necessary_to move this
grain from a source involving heavier transporta-
tion charges. .This may be due to difficulties in
transportation or the lack of wheat supplies. Fur-
ther, mills not operating' finder voluntar: agree-
ment with the Food Administration are not oblig-
ed to observe the basic price.l It is abt iutely es-
sential therefore to know the price pai® for the
wheat by the mill. If your miller is not working
in agreement with t)ie Food Administration, use
your influence to help him to do so.

NO, MR. FARMER, THEY DON’'T
GRADE POTATOES IN N. Y.

Do they grade potatoes“in New York? What-
dyumean, grade potatoes? Thats a new one on
old New York state. Judging from the tone of
the following letters, one might judge that they
never heard of graded potatoes “back east.” Mr.
Garry A. Root of Frankinville, New York, asked
the county agricultural agent if farmers, would

have to grade potatoes. Well,
that was a poser for Mr. C. A. He
never had heard anything about
grading potatoes, and so he asked
the New York Bureau of Markets
for the information. Below is the
correspondence. The first letter
was written by Mr. H. K. Crofoot,
.Agricultural agent for Cattaragus
county:

“Some little time ago you wrote
me asking if there was a law here
on the grading of potatoes. In
this communication | beg to enclose
copy of letter received from Mr. G
G. Atwood, chief bureau of plant
industry, state department of farms
and markets. | think this ans-
wers your guestions- and GI'W'S
YOU NO CAUSE FOR WORRY.”

Mr. Atwood’s Letter

“There is no statute (potato grad-
ing) in this state that | am -aware
of; however, the Federal govern-
ment has been attempting jto get a
standardization of grading of pota-
toes and may have made rules-to
that effect. | think possibly the
Board of Health of the city of New
York may have had some regula-
tions on this subject on what No. |
potatoes should be.” f

Her
Mich.,
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GRADbfe Detroit Chicago New York
No. 2 Red 2.17 2.15 2.25
No. 3 Red 2.14 212 -2.22
No. 2 White 2.1% 213 2.23
No. 2 Mixed A- 215 213 2.23

Movement of wheat has been much
lighter during the past week and it
will perhaps be another week, with
favorable weather,, before shipments
will move as they did previous to the
recent "fetormu. Flour ‘ movement also
hajs been restricted although mills
are turning out;their*gular quota,

With two wheatless days-per week, *
and the introductfon”of war flour, it
becomes more and more apparent that
America is -gohfig tr be called upon
to relinquish claim on every posible
pound of wheat which can be .spared
to Europe.* Few people outside of gov- ¢
ernment employes, really realize the
seriousness- -qf the situation. Let our
watchword be ~conservation of every
pound of wheat.

GRADE Detroit Chicago New York
No. 2 White
Standard y .89 .871-4 102
No. 3 White .88 1-2 .861-2* 101
No. 4 White .87 34 .853-4 .99 1-2

During the past week the oat mar-
ket has advanced and the end is not
in sight. Our readers will Bemembef
that in our last article we stated it
as our opinion, ddsptte the opinion of
many dealers on the different grain
exchanges to the contrary, that oats
would reach a higher levelhefore sup-
plies would be sufficient to seriously
ieffect the market. That we were not
far wrong is shown by the Ilatest
advance in the market. Under pres-
ent conditions we dp not see how sup-
plies can possibly increase sufficiently
to effect the market before the last
wf February, and perhaps not then.
We believe mere will be a still further
advance in the price of this grain, be-
fore any decline takes place.

mmmm

CORN

GRADE Detroit Chicago New York
N<C 2 Yellow 185 1.611-2 1.82 3-4
No: 3 Yellow 1.84 160 M1 i-2
No. 2 Mixed 1.80 1.56 1.77

Storms have again delayed corn

shipments and at the time of writ-
ing this weather conaitionsc are far
from "favorable. The njarket for the
next thirty days depends entirely on
the weather anu the clearing of east-
ern terminals. With better weathe”
conditions in the corn belt, there will
be a greatly increased movement to
primary markets. Dryers there are
running now about to capacity and
will continue to do so, providing the
grain reaches them. With the present
congestion in the east, and the ina'
bility of the Eastern roads to move
further ktocks until this is reiro

it will not be long until western
points, have a. surplus of sufficient
proportions tp effect the market. Dur-
ing the next six weeks a great portion
of the corn crop must move or become
a loss with the coming of warmer

weather. This would indicate a lower
market and we> believe  improved
transportaron conditions will bring

this aboot.

The rye* market is exceptionally
strong at this time. Not much grain
moving, and the increased,use as &
wartime substitute for wheat has plac-
ed it among the most active on the
lise. Thei Detroit market has advanc-
e!d Until now No. 2 rye is quoted at

.= ket.

DETROIT SPECIAL—Oats are showing: additional
supply and demand basis."- Suppliés not sufficient to meet consumers’
Good demand for rye and supplies insufficient to'meet same from day to day.

ii' Hay prices up $1@%2 per ton.

GHIdAGO ~IRE — Corn market quiet under light receipts. Improved weath-

er conditions give promise of an increase in stocks and perhaps an easier mar-
Hay in good demand and supplies*'only moderate.

NEW YORK -0 ifi WIRE—Butter market firm and receipts lighter.

increase in egg supply although same is expected.

= ate gquantities and market satisfactory.
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$2.05 per bushel. This ..advance has
been mostly by bids as but few cars
have *actually changed hands. The
Chicago market is quoted nominal.

Barley

The barley market continues very
firm atid receipts at all points are ex-
tremely light. Barley is being used
now in many different ways and pnore
extensively for domestic consumption
than ever/before. There is every pros-

. 'pect of higher prices, considering the

limited supply moving and the con-
stantly. increasing demand.

Choice barley is bringing around
$1.59@$1.60 on- the'Chicago market.
Buffalo prices run from $1.60 tj $1.79.

No. 1 | Standard No. 2
~Markete Timothy Timothy Timothy
Detroit 2550 260024 50 25 002350 2409
Chicago 29 30 00 28 00 29 00 27/09 28 00
Cincinnati 3100 31503050 31002900 3000
Pittsburgh 30 00 30 5028 50 29 5027 50 28 00
New York 3800 \ 37 00 37 50 35 37 00
Richmond 32 00 3750J1 50 32 0031-00 3150
No.'l No. 1 No. 1
Markets Light Mixed Clever Mixed Clover
Detroit 24 50 25 2350 24 0021 50 22 00
Chicago 28 28 50 27 50 28 00 27 50 28 00
Cincimati 30.03 31 002850 30503150 3200
Pittsburgh 28 28 5029 50 30 5029 50 30 00
New York 31 33 3050 320029 50 31 50
Richmond 3100 31503000 30502800 2858
There is still a very light move-
ment of hay to most markets, the ef-
fects of recent sorms still being felt.

Right now the weather is the deter-
mining factor in the hay situation.
Good weather and a liberal movement
would undoubtedly mean somewhat
lower prices. At the time of writing
however, heavy snows are reported and
weather conditions give promise of
litti*"lmprovement during the next
week.

Supplies at Detroit are only mod-
erate, storms preventing the hauling
of hay to loading points. The market
is firm at prevailing pjrices.

Offerings at Chicago are very light,
that part of the country having been
exceptionally hard hit by recent bliz-
zards. For days the movement of
freight was almost entirely at a stand-
still.- The market is inclined to be
somewhat irregular, depending on the
supply moved from day to day.

Eastern points report a somewhat
easier situation and receivers state
it as their belief that any material
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THE WEATHER

increase iin supplies would result in
lower prices.

BEANS

GRADE r  Detroit Chicago New York
C. H.P.r 7.50 7.75 7.65
Prime 7.45 7.65 7.58
Ked Kidneys 1 8.75 9.30 8.75

Conditions generally for some time
have been such as to make the bean
market quiet. Lack of transportation
facilities has made trading difficult.
Any improvement along this line
would undoubtedly result in a much
better bean market.

State authorities are co-operating
with canners with the idea of getting
as much of the wet stock as possible,
into cans before the coming of warm
weather. xPresent prospects are that
a great deal of this stock will be left
on the hands of growers when spring
comes and it is-almost certain to
spoil. Driers in the state aj run-
ning to full capacity. The trouble
is there are not enough of them to
take care of the crop.

Don't loose sight of the fact that
good dry seed beans are going to be
worth some money next seeding time.
Those of you who have them will de-
well to hang onto them.

POTATOES

X B

Choice round Medium Round

Marken white-sacked white-sacked
Detroit 265 cwt. 1 2.S5 cwt.
Chicago 2.15 3.02
Cincinnati 2.60 2.47
New York 2.90 2.80
Pittsburgh 290 2.78
Baltimore, Md. 2.70 2.60

The potato market, the same as all
other markets, has been effected by re-
cent severe weather conditions. Re-
ceipts on all markets have been much
lighter than during the early part of
the winter. This has given accumu-
lations an opportunity to clean up
and most markets have shown an ad-
vance in .prices. A continuation of
present conditions will no doubt result
in further advances.

Considerably more stock went into
pits last fall than is usually the case.
There is much speculation as to what
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FOR THE WEEK

As forecasted by W. T. Foster for Michigan Business Fabmer
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Washington, D. C. Feb. 2—Last
bulletin gave forecasts of disturbance
tO\cross continent Feb. 1 to 5 warm
wave _Jan. 31 to Feb. 4, cool wave Feb.
3 to 7. Thjs will have a little greater
force than ‘usual,'wiith moderate pre-
cipitation, most of which, will be on the
northern parts of B&cific and Atlantic
slopes. .

s “ iumui vavao Wil 1Gaul
couVer about Feb. 6 and 11 and !
peratures will rise on all- the Pa
slope. They will cross crest- of R
les by the "Close gf. 7 and 12, pi
sections 8 and 14, meridian 90, g

lakes and Ohio-Tennessee valleys O §
and 15, eastern_ seetiions 10 and 16,
reaching the vicinity bf Newfoundland
near 11 and 17. "Storm waves will
follow about one day behind warm
waves and cool waves about one day
behind storm waves.

For these two weeks the precipita-
tion will be well distributed and most
agricultural seatioins will get fair
amounts but before Feb. 10 it will be
heaviest on northern Atlantic and
Pacific slopes, while after Feb. 10 the
precipitation will increase in all then
cotton states. .

Storms will be of greatest force, and
precipitation greatest during five days
centering, on Feb. 13 and 28. With
Only a few exceptions February crop
weather will be good but for the five
days centering on Jan. 31 and Feb. 28
unusual cold has been expected. Most
severe weajher of the winter was cal-
culated for the weeks centering on
Jan. 14 and 27.
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the condition of this stock ,will be
when it comes out. Many seem” to
think that the proportion of wastage
will be great owing to the severe weath*
er. Th*s would have an effect on
the market and the outcome will he
ciosely watched.

There is still much stock back in
growers hands and held at originating
points. Dealeres feel that the price
iIs todMiigh and that as soon as this
stock moves freely there will be a
decline in price.

ONIONS

The onion market is steady and
firm at prevailing prices. There is
no oversupply at present at either
Detroit or Chicago. Eastern points
report rather free supplies but prices
there are satisfactory and conditions
fairly firm. Detroit is quoting yel-
lows 'at $3.75 to $4.00 per 100-Ib. sack.
Red stock at $3.00 to $3.50.

" APPLES

The apple market remains firm, re-
ceipts being light on account of block-
ades, while the demand is fairly good.
Detroit quotations: Greening, $6@ 6.-
25; Baldwin, $5; No. 2, $3@3.50 per
bbl.; western,"” $2@2.75 per box.
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BUTTER
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New York Letter, Jan/ 26, 1918
Butter receipts have been much
lighter than for last week. This has
undoubtedly been due to congested
traffic conditions and to severe storms
in the central west. Quotations on all
grades of butter advanced one cent
during the week and the market re-
mains firm with a rising tendency.
Buyers have been extremely anxious to
get fresh goods but have been unable
to secure enough to supply their needs.
The demand is so keen that prices
will without a doubt remain firm even
with the influx of considerable quan-
tities of butter that has been enroute
for several weeks.

Suggestion to Creameries—The ap-
pearance of some of the tubs of butter
coming into (he market prejudice buy-
ers against the butter. Many tubs
coming in are without one or more
hoops and*In some instances some of
the staves are out of place. Tubs
should™ be soaked thoroughly before
putting butter into them and it would -
be advisable under present transpor-
tation conditions to put one or two
small tacks through the hoops to keep
them from falling off. Tubs should
be filled level full with the top and
smooth, as a rough or concave surface
detracts from the appearance and hin-
ders sale.

Quotations for'the first half of the
week beginning January 21 were 54c
for extras and 54]j@55c for higher
scoring grades. The range of firsts
was 50@53!2C, seconds, 46@49¥c and
there were few lots in that grade to be
had below 47@48c. On Thursday be-
cause of a considerable influx of butter
all grades declined one-half cent in
price, that, however, being consider-
ed temporary.

. H S KwianM

Knfl POULTRY

LIVE WT. Detroit — Chicago New York
lurkey 26-27 18-24 20-25
Ducks 27-28 25-26 29-30
Geese 26-27 24/15 29 30
Springers 27-28 25-26 28 30
Hens 25-28 24-26 27-30

No. 2 Grade 2 to 3 Cent« Lea»

Receipts of poultry on all markets
is very light just at this time. Coun-
try roads are in.such shape as to make
delivery to shipping ¢(mints very diffl-

(Markets continued™>n page 8)
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Michigan’s Sugar Beet Industry’s Future

S BETWEEN the grower of sugar beets and
a the manufacturer there Is much needless

friction. Each seems blind to the fact that
the other is indispensible to the success of the
respective enterprises. This conflict of opinion
and lack of co-operation has put a clamp on Mich-
igan s sugar beet industry, and while the indus-
try of other states has developed rapidly, encour-
aged by a sympathetic understanding between
grower and manufacturer, that of Michigan’s has
lapsed.

We do not hesitate to place the onus of this
Oondition upon the shoulders of the manufactur-
ers. They have not viewed the industry with any
breadth of vision; their plans have been made to
meet the needs and opportunities of the present;
they have failed to appreciate that future success
depends upon the ability of today’'s foundation.
The onily thing that can possible insure the per-
petuity of Michigan’'s sugar beet industry is the
payment of a profitable price to the grower of
the beets. There have been many seasons when
the farmers lost money on their crop and the man-
ufacturers made good profits, but the latter have
never been disposed to encourage the growers
and protect the future of the industry by sharing
their profits with them. A succession of unprofit-
able years not only hurts the grower of beets
but eventually spells ruin foi* the manufacturer.

Last year the farmer was paid the highest he
ever received for his product. Need we remind
the manufacturer that it was only after numerous
conferences, both costly and worrisome to grower
and manufacturer alike that the farmer finally
received the price he asked last year. Aitho at
that time, the manufacturers protested that they
couldn't afford to pay that price it is now a mat-
ter of record that their profits on last season’s
acreage were ample and satisfactory. What would
their profits have been and what would have hap-
pened to the grower had he not demanded and re-
ceived the larger price?

Comes another season. The growers want $10
for their 1918 beets." Their price is fair, based
upon the largely increased cost of production.
The manufacturers refuse tp pay the price, even
tho the price set by the government on the manu-
factured article would permit them to do so and
still have left a fair profit on an average Acreage.

What will the outcome be? To whom shall the
growers turn to champion their cause and lead
them to victory? State'Food Administrator Pres-
cott has-already spoken for the federal govern-
ment, and urged the growers to ecompromise on a
$9 basis. Last year the growers sought the gov-
ernor’'s aid but it is unlikely that Mr. Sleeper
will care to make any recommendations this year
supplementary to those of Mr. Prescott’'s. And the
legislature is not in, session, so there can be no
threat of a legislative investigation into the profits
of the sugar business.

This thing must be fought out between the grow-
ers *and the manufacturers themselves. vWe will
not speculate on the outcome. No matter who
wins "the other over, both lose by the long delay
and the attendant bitterness.

The farmhr who is convinced that it is necessary
to have $10 to pay him a nominal profit on his
venture, is a poor specimen of a business man to
accept a penny less. Mr. Prescott's contention
that the farmer ought to compromise on $ beets
whether that price affords a profit or not, is in our
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judgment, wholly unsound. ' Manufacturers of oth-
er*states are paying J1Q and more for beets, and
no good ieason has been advanced why those of
the lower peninsula should not do likewise. It is
significant that the manufacturers have made no
mentloft™ of how the $10 price would affect their
profits. They have merely said that they won't
pay it, and let it go at that.

There are sufficient farmers of the sugar beet
sections in sympathy with the demands of the or-
ganized growers to force the manufacturers to pay
the price asked. But the Manufacturers will be
extremely short-Bighted to permit the issue to be
decided in this manner. |If there js profit in.$10
beets, they should for the protection of their own
Interests, agree to that price and quit'quibbling,
If there is no profit in $10 beets, the growers*will
be glad of the chance to-examine the proof.

There are two courses open for the manufactur-
ers. They can follow blindly the path they are
now trodding and force hundreds of sugar beet
growers to turn permanently to the growing of
some other crop. This will cut down the season'’s
acreage and have a bad effect generally upon the
industry in this state. But the constructive, pat-
riotic thing for them to do is to take the growers
into their confidence, pay them a sufficient price
for their- beets that will insure a fair profit, and
show thereby that they are willing to co-operate
in making sugar beet farming a desirable and pro-
fitable pursuit to follow. Let the manufacturer
do this thing and this publication and every other
agricultural agency in the state mtfrould co-operate
in every way possible to secure the biggest acreage”
of sugar beets ever planted in this history of the
state.

There need be no fear of a sugar famine. Mich-
igan’s. sugar beet industry, if given any kind of
encouragement, can double, if not'treble its pro-
duction the coming season, despite the labor short-
age. The opportunity lies broadly before the man-
ufacturers to give the industry the impetus it
needs. We hope for the sake of everyone concern-
ed that they will not ignore it.

The Cat that Came Back

EOW! The old black cat tbat the voters of

Michigan threw out of the back door by

the tail last fall, has come mewling back
and scratches once more to be let in. Talk about
the &t that had nine lives; it hasn't got anything
on the demoir rum.

Last fall something over 70,000 sane sober cit-
izens of Michigan pronounced booze a public nuis-
ance, passed sentence forthwith, and supposedly
consigned Tt to a permanent grave. But they reck-
oned without their host. "'

Booze wants to come back; its friends are mak-
ing strenuous, -efforts to resuscitate and restore
it to its old position of power and prestige in the
social and political affairs of Michigan, Petitions
will be sought to bring-about the re-submission of
the question to a vote of the people, in the hopes
that they may have repented their action last fall
and will forgive the scapegrace for his crimes.

The proposed amendment is full of pitfalls for
the unwary, To delude the farmer, a provision
is made that $250 of the license money Ik turned
over to the state highway department for expen-
diture on the roads. This is a bribe, pure and
simple for the farmer’s vote, and is an insult to his
intelligence. That' he will recognize it as such
when an exBaloonkeeper of his nearest village
sticks a petition under his nose, is our candid
opinion.

Booze can't come back. County after county
and state after state have black-listed it. Con-
gress has put a bap upon it. All the constructive
forces of the world have reared themselves against
it. But be ever watchful, Like the bedraggled
cat> it slinks along under cover of darkness, purrs
plaintively upon the threshold and rubs a soft paw
against the door. But look out fof the claws
when it gets inside.

Military or Physical Training

HE ADVOCATES of military training are

putting in their best licks these days to con-

vince Congress that it ought to pass a univer-
sal, compulsary military training law just as soon
as the ponderous wheels of our legislative mach-
inery can be set in motion. No doubt remains
but what they will take advantage of an unnat-
ural state of the nation's mind to saddle a dan-
gerous doctrine upon our.law books, unless the op-
ponents of the proposal bestir themselves.

The proponents of military training argue that
the enforced drilling of" our youth will develop
his physical powers and assist in the building of
a stalwart and courageous race. |If this lie the
only motive of the military propagandists, why not
substitute the word “physical” for “military”, and
we will have all the advantages of the one with-
out the dire possibilities of the other.

Let us have compulsory training, in country
school, h]gh school and university. Let our boys
and girls be taught discipline, self-denial, regular
habits, and the functions of their bodies. But
keep the system free from any suggestion gr sem-
blance of the military idea. Taboo every instru-
"ment of warfare, Instill into our youth that they
are being instructed in physiecal welfare that they
may develop intq, strong men and. women to per-
petuate a race of strong-minded, strong-minded,
peace-loving people. 'We want a nation of strong,
people,—strong in resolve and reserve, but .weak
in the arrog”pce of the militarist. /IT. i

When the City Editor Writes

HEN the average city editor Wande,rs off
K intfTa dissertation on the cost ot farm pro-

ducts and the reasons therefore, we are in-
stantly reminded of the bull in the china shop.
There are undoubtedly some metropolitan editors
who can write with, intelligence and unbiased
judgment upon the problems of- food ‘production
and marketing, but they areJtew and far between.

A"Lincoln subscriber wrote us recently, enclos-

ing a clipping from an up-state paper, whiich laid
the blame for the high cost of potatoes against the
farmer. Writes this subscriber," It wduld be proper
to acquaint the Michigan farmers how that sheet
feels toward theih, So that when they send their
solicitors thru the state looking for subscriptions
they will meet the réception they deseYve.”
v Now we don't feel at all like that toward our
fellow editpr up-state. The bovine who wandered
into the open door of the crockery store had no
grievance against -the bricabrac nor Its owner.
And so it is with our city editor. He really has
nothing against the farmer, and we rather admire
his courage for his convictions,_even tho they are
wrong. Our editor friend has merely stepped out
of his sphere,-and he writes error instead of truth
without knowing it. -

The sum and substance of this editor’'s cry is
that the farmers held back their potatoes last fall
expecting to get exorbitant priées before spring
and now that they have failed to materialize, thé
owners of the spuds are crying for help from the
consumer and the government. «

Our editor friend wholly ovi®ijobks the: fact that
the farmer like any other business man, must se-
cure a price for his product that will pay him
profit, and he is certainly justified in .holding his
potatoes on the chance that the price will go high
enough to give him this. Most of the buyers,
like the city editors and consumers, believed that
the prices would be lower before the first of the
year, and the prices they have offered have ranged
far below those paid in other states, and did not
hold a profit for the farmers.

It is proof enough of our city friend’s ignorance
of the potato situation that he failed to mention
the fact that this year 35 per cent of the farmer’s
crop is graded as No. 2 stock and taken back to the
farm, so that it was necessary for him to have
much higher prices than formerly in order to save
him from loss. mm

We challenge this up-state editor to show us a
single dealer in the state of Michigan who had
cars in which to ship potatoes when he had no pota*
toes to ship. "We would like to have him point out
thes “profiteering” farmers who refused to sell
when a fairly profitable price was offered them.
We’'d like to have him analyze his statement that
“these farmers who are now complaining will get
no sympathy from consumers.” Brother editor,
the farmer doesn’t need or want your sympathy or
the sympathy of the consume!. If you and your
fellow editors will tell the truth just occasion-
ally about the crop and market conditions, the
costly and wasteful marketing methods over which
the farmer ha? no control, the arbitrary grading
of his product, and a few other “ins and outs” of
the farming business which are total seferets to
the average consumer, much of this bitterness
between producer and chnsumer will'be swept
away and you will be performing a real service to
the public. T,

The' federal trade commission is slowly uncov-
ering the sinister influence that the giant packing
concerns exert over many of the nation’s most
important utilities and nnancial interests. It is
said that they own railroads, street car systems,
and control many large banking institutions. A
few weeks ago a number of prominent Detroit
bankers sent a telegram to President Wilson urg-
ing that the investigation into the packing busi-
ness be abandoned, as they were having a detri-
mental effect upon trade conditions. It is now
charged that this telegram was inspired by the
packers. It is not probable that the administra-
tion will be frightened into abandoning the inves-
tigation, however. -That it will lead to government
control, if not ownership of the big packing con-
cerns, is the consensus of opinion.
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EDITORIALS BY OUR READERS

Funny Deals are Blanketed With thé Words
.-“ Patriotic Duty.”

Have read your- many articles which uphold
farmers’ claims and thought over their truth-
fulness so much that the only relief I'll have is to
pen .you”a few lines and let you know that this
whole potato community is with you. Of course
you know that this county and also neighboring
counties are potato growing centers and therefore
know that- you are putting up a just fight to pro-
tect the rights of the farmer. Referring to your
issue of January 12th; 1918, in your controversy
with Messrs. Waid and Waterbury, | notice those
gentlemen refer to “patriotic duty,” and “increas-
ed production” as a basis for their argument in
favor of these unjust grading"”rules, also that Mr.
Waid makes the assertion that the progressive
farmers are in fSvor of it. mMaybe Mr. Wade had
better make a public statement as to what he
means by “Progressive farmer.” Apparently the
farmer who agrees with Mr. Waid is the progress-
ive one and the one who stands up for justice is’
the unprogressive one, but- believe me, if that's
the case this state is overrun with unprogressive
ones, and"we feel proud of it in this-particular
case. If Mr, Waid would take a couple of weeks
and travel around to the community centers of
the potato sections a™d inquire as to the growers’
opinions about the grading rules he would find
out that ng?t to Kaiser Wilhelm his pet idea is the
most despised thing in Michigan.

Tfae'-majority of farmers know ho” to get pro-
duction if the natural elements give them half a
chance. They know that manure, fertilizers and
lime give increased production; that's been drilled
into them for years, so advance them into another
class and educate them how to eliminate sonie of
the middle-sharks and get their share of the con-
sumer’'stdollar which they certainly are entitled to
after doing the bigger share of the labor.

Potatoes are quoted around here at 72 cents per
bushel, t It costs from 75 cents to 85 cents to-grow
them. Wonder if the steel mills are running at
such a loss? Still the ory is that the farmer must
win the war. All right, we want to win it, and will
go the manufacturing industries one better, .inas-
much as we won’t ask a certain per cent profit
over all running expenses. Give us wages for our
labor and we’ll'be waving the flag at the finish.—
A Subscriber, Otsego County.

We Can Produce; Help Us market Our Crops

I am glad you believe in the follow-up system,
because if you did not | would* probably not be
sending you the enclosed check for a year’'s sub-
scription to M. Jl. F. As soon as | read the first
sample copy | said that is the paper every farmer
needs. Most farmers understand their business,
and are as efficient in the production end as any
other producer, but | am sorry to say that they
are away behind the others when it comes to dis-
posing of their product.

I will not accuse any faTm paper of giving the
farmer false advice on raiding crops, etc., but ythi
know as well as | that a farmer gets disgusted
having some one who probably never saw a farm
except from an auto, tell him how to be more ef-
ficient. Your paper tells the farmer how to sell

'made a success, as it ought to be, in this war; of
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not afford to waste food, it costs too much, and j
their wages buy too little as it is. They have
been practicing economy tor years, and the lesson
Is not a new one that must be dinned so persistent-
iy into their ears. What these people need is low-
er prices that will enable them to enjoy more food,
pressure to make them eat less.

If there are certain kinds of food that are most
necessary to supply our allies and our own sol-
diers these foods can very well be conserved in
reasonable amount for this purpose. But there are
other kinds of food that are not so necessary;
there is .food that can be had in plenty without
interfering with the provisioning of the war; per-
ishable foodstuffs that cannot be shipped abroad,
Denial of certain things should not mean general
under feeding.

We are earnestly desirous of seeing food control
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seeing the principle vindicated among the people, %
so that It will be continued after the war; but #
this cannot be the case unless food control results g
in feeding the people, whatever other necessary §
and laudable objects it may achieve, they will g
count for little with the masses of the people if it~.Jf
fails to achieve this last—S. H. S, Harrietts.

The Present- Potato Grading Rules Will g

Never Benefit the Consumer

| am a subscriber to Michigan Business Fabm” '-§
ing, and | have been reading the articles about 1
potato grading with interest. M. B. F. surely-4s &
doing a lot of good for the farmer. It is one sure Ml
thing that the way the buyers are graaing the 8§
potatoes never was and never will be a benefit 1
to the farmer or the consumer. The buyer and the |

As to the pgyGngfimid fnn middleman are |
sale,.and price gﬁMllllllllllﬁlllll'intlﬂllllM ' 1 the only ones i
.of Grade 2 po- | to profit by it.
tatocs there is § ITALIAN CITIZENS RETREATING FROM THEIR NATIVE LAND. I should not
no such thing { ST be opposing
as Grade 2 in | the grading if
Otsego county, ] it was done
a county whidh | right. Now if
you know 8§ they were us-
makes a spec- | ing a 1% inch
laity of pota- | screen in place
toes. If the = s of the big one
gentlemen who | 1 they are now
are backing | using, | think"
the grading 8§ it would be. a
rule don't be- § fairer way. I
lieve this, ~let | think that po-
thorn visit the | tatoe's that can
potato storage i pass ver a 1%
houses run by | inch screen are
dealers and § No. 1 stock.
they wHI find g § l.also see in
that potatoes jf | M. B. F. that
which droppe 1 | I Mr. Waid said
thru t oscreen | | that the- pro
.were termed as | | gressive farm-
culls and were f I ers are in fav-
thrown back in | | or of the grad-
the farmers' | | ing. | think
wagon, to be | 1 the "“progress—
taken to the | pive” farmers
farm and fed | e must must be
to the hogs and | | very scarce as
cattle.  Grade i | I have never
1 is tfhe only j | seen a farmer
grade which ¢4 f yet who didn’t
the dealers s i condemn the
would quote a | | grading the
price on. I way they are

Mr. Water- § 1 doing it, but |
bury says it is | : | hear a lot pf
“our patriotic g, : f them say they
?#glng) ﬁéllpt%m s After Belgium, France, Serbia and Roumuuia it was Italy’b turn. The soldiers who retreated || mgkyn%&;ﬁéﬁg
courage incre- i Friulian plain, marching day and flight, with little rest and less food, were accompaniiW by large numbers of civ- i next ar if
ased produc i llians from the invaded districts. Aged men and women and children of all ages were in the throng that poured | this grading ie
tion.” isn't it {  along the road to safety. | not changed to
klnd Of deals AiHiHiuitiHiimuniHintitiumuatntHimiHiiititHtiiitmibniiiiititiiiiginiiitiniaHiHiHniifiiuiiimtiaonfiiiiiiviiinibibiibniu-iootHHiiaiHiniinvHiHmiibiiiHGIMniiG Gt iz f The price paid,

are blanketed with those words “patriotic duty!”
Wonder if Mr. Waterbury thinks it is patriotic
td encourage an experiment Which means financial
destruction to the potato grower at this critical
time, and which most assuredly will discourage
the farmer in responding again so loyally to the
Government’s plea for increased acreage- If they
don't believe this grading rule is going to act as
a boomerang to their increased production plea let
them go into the potato centers and inquire from
growers as to what kind of acreage they will put
in next year. | notice their intentions are to ed-
ucate the. consumer into buying by grade. The
consumer always was satisfied when there was
only one grade, what he was kicking on was the
dealer’s prices. Maybe they consider it a patriot-
ic duty to stir up the public into buying by grades
and practically discarding a size of potato which
they previously relished. When Mr. Waterbury
says you are stirring up the farmer on this grad-
ing rule he is wrong, and being a farm paper ed-
itor, ought to know his subscribers better than
that. The farmers were stisred up when they
were handed this grading lemon at potato digging
time and the truth of it iS Michigan Business
Farming IS the only publication which has had
the backbone to -uphold the farmer’s rights. |If
this grading rule is so justifiable why don™* Mr.
Waterbury coine out in his paper and state where
it is a benefit to the grower. He shouldn't forget
that the farmer is the backbone of his paper and
should defend their rights instead of hiding be-
hinU the plea of “pafertie duty.”

.any circumstances.

his products to the best advantage and also helps
him gef a just price. That is the impression that
we farmers know all the best ways to firm, etc.,
for we are always on the lookout for better ways
to do our work, the same as any other manufac-
turer. We must also do the same as they do, sub-
scribe for our trade papers and discuss problems
with others in the same business, and if we harl
a little more leisure we might write to different
papers and tell the butcher, the baker and candle-
stick maker how to conduct their business. | ex-
Eect they would thank us—nit.—F. W. O., Peters-
urg.

Government Should Control the Food Supply
of the Country

We know that Government control of the na-
tion’s food supply, if applied in a large and logi-
cal way, will go a great way toward sol ing pres-
ent high cost living problems for the people. This
control should be applied hy special legislation at
the real source of high prices, to all the private
interests who directly handle the country's food
supply and take aovantage of war opportunity to
deliberately charge unreasonable and extortionate
prides for every article of living necessity that the
common man or woman must have. Waste of food
would be eliminated. Waste of food is bad under
It should be said, however,
that it is not among the workers, the poorer clas-
ses, the common people, that food waste is to be
found in any alarming degree. These people can-

for potatoes is not satisfactory, when one considers
the high price the consumers have to pay, and also
the price the dealer gets for them, as he sells them
for nearly a dollv more than he pays the farmer:
for them.

One thing more is wrong: A dealer in Green-
ville is paying $140 to $1.50 per cwt in Green-
ville, where there is some competition, while here.
25 miles from Greenville, the same men only pay,
$1.20 per cwt. | should think the uealer would be
made to pay the same price at the different sta->
tions he is buying at, except the difference in the.
freight rates between this place and Greenville.-M:’
N. P. S,, Howard City. *

Too Much Red Tape and Bull-Headedness

in Potato Grading Scheme

I am 'one of the old Lincoln boys of ‘61-'65, 76
years old. Two sample copies you sent me | gave
to my neighbors. | do not know the outcome of
the potato business, but one thing | do know, |

will keep mine until the weather is hot enough to

bake them in the cellar before | will take less .than
a'dollar a bushel-for them. Somebody is to blame
for the present potato mudale; there is too much
red tape or bullheadedness at the bottom of the '
whole thing.

Yes, | am a staunch friend of Michigan Busi-
ness Farming. It is worth five times its subscrip-
tion price to any man who amounts to a hiij of
beans anywhere.—H. B. C., Dighton.
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ThisAmazing
Farm Book 1
TellsBowl

FREE resial

Most amazingfarm book

ever written. Worth hun-

dreds of dollars to any

farmer. Explains wonder-

ful discovery—“The Camp-

bell System of Breeding Big

Crops!” Your Wheat, Oats, Com, Tim-
othy, Clover and other grops increased 20
v r centin « single season 000t armen rue
this easy way. Sand postal atonce for Free Bosk.

CHATHAM

SEED GRADER AND CLEANER

__ line.The Chatham Seed Graderand Cleaner.Clear
grades, separates and sacks aly grain seed! Any grass
seed! or, rankest mixturesl Al |na5|ngle operation!

Takss outall dust and trash and wicked weed seed| Sep*

-aratea the poor, sickly seed—sacks DIg healtByfhlslows

ready for sowing or market, Handles up to 60

h?qur' Beats ?Olng o lhe elevator Or botherln nel bor.
el o don (Al deto
ree Trall Lonngme re NoAdvancelnP
mend postal for amazing Free Book ana Big Offer

Menson Caml&bellAgpneCo DB;e)t 2438 Detroit, Mlch
Dept. taae City m Dei, £48 Minneapolis

Let Me Send My
Latest Book

iQlii}
ichdBj

H. H. JOHNSON/

‘Incubator Man'l

| don’t want to say thisisa care-all”
book onevery branch of poultry ralsm?
butit’'s as comglete as any | know of. It
gives you the'best of our 26years’ ex-
perience and is our catalog for

OLD TRUSTY

—the incubator you want for surest re-
sults this year. Think of how good Old
Trusty must be

to have 750000

owners. Write

tqday for book

—it's free.

e
M. M. JOHNSON CO.»  wlth- N F%i

reight
Clay Center, Nebr.e without Il ~ Express
Metal Cover 11

Champion 140-Egg

‘Buys Beile City Incubator

Prize Wi nn| ngModel— Hot Water— Copper Tank
-Double Walls of Fibre Board—Self Regu-
llated— Thermometer Holder— DeepNurs-

lery. When ordered with $5.25 Hot Water
1140-chick Brooder—bothcostonly $12.95.

'Frelght Prepald RocMes
Satisfaction Gu
10ver GSOC(DSatlsfled Baers

| Start Early-OrJer Now-Share In my
1000 Cash Prizes

| Condltlons easy or wrlle lodayfur

Free Book/'Hatc 8 cts** 1-2-3
I t tells all.  With thls hamplon ,
mHatching Outfit and my Guide »< Months*
tfo Home Test

1Beile City Incubator Co., Box 30 Racine,Wig.

Maple Syrup Makers
You get best Results with our

Champion Evaporator

Quick work, fuel eav*
b f» durability «ml

BIST QUALITY
OF SYRUP

Write us for

CATALOG Toll
Champion treea you 1o
Evaporator

Company Hudson, Ohio

Est. 1853 Capital $600,000.00 Inc. 1889
ip - Highest Prices Paid For

RAW FURS

Write for Fur List and Book
on. Successful Trapping

TRAUGOTT SCHMIDT & SONS
136-164 Monroe Ave. Datroit, Mich.

TRAPPERS AND SHIPPERS OF

fa A W F UR S
| pay the HIGHEST PRICES on ell RAW FURS. 1pey
eei Charge«. f

| remit on receiptof good«. 1also buy HIDES, TAL-
LOW, PELTS and CRACKLINGS. »ides tanned
for Rohes and Coat« erte for prlces
ance ree
(V=)

Th*v or Brad reet
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cult, and transportation conditions are
such thht many roads have embargoed
poultry shipments for the time being.
Trains have been hours behind their
schedules and arrivals by express have
been showing a heavy shrinkage. Ship-
pers should take this into considera-
tion at the time of making shipment.
Unless weather conditions appear fav-
orable it is best to delay shipment.
We look for firm conditions in the poul-

try market for some time.
m

The egg market continues strong
and Detroit quotations advance”/just
a «cent or two. Some dealers”there
think the market is just a trifle eas-
ier but receipts are so small that the
price keeps up despite reports of in-
coming shipments from the southwest.
Michigan fresh firsts are quoted at
55@59c, Detroit.

Eastern markets report fresh eggs
very scarce. Brices are inflated but.
buyers are aviable for all fresh
stock that appears. Within a week
17 cars of California stock have arriv-
ed at New York and assisted very-ma-
terially in supplying the market. Most
of the stock during the past week has
sold at 72c, Storage stock is selling
around 46@47%c without much regard
for quality.

Cheese

New York Letter, Jan. 19, 1918
The market has been somewhat more
active than heretofore. This is..prob-
ably due to the small make and also
because the army and navy have been
buying cheese during the past week.
Michigan and Soft Michigan grades
are not Popular on the eastern market
and will not bring top quotations.
Held specials are quoted generally
at 24 3-4@25c; held, average run 24
@25c; fresh specials, 23%@24J.; fresh
average run, 2314c. The total hold-
ings are in neighborhood of 10,000,000
pounds.

iwm ?
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Prices on all mill feeds remain firm
and the market is strong. Some points
report a shortage of“supplies while in
one or two cases they report quiet con-
ditions. The reverse is true of most
points, however, and at Detroit cont
ditions are firm at following 'quota-
tions: In 100-Ib. sacks, jobbing lots:
Bran, $34.50; standard middlings, $36.-.
50; fine middlings, $43.50; cracked
corn, $79; coarse cornmeal, $77; chop,
$66 per ton.

Flour per 19 Ibs. in eighth paper
sacks: Standard patent, $11.10@%$11.-
15; straight winter, $19.30; spring
patent, $1L 20; rye flour, $10.50@1-0.70
in jobbing lots.

CLOVER SEED

The clover seed market continues to
show additional strength. Toledo quo-
tations: Prime cash, old $19.75; new,
$19.85; March, $19.10; Alsike, Prime,
January, February and March, $15.95.
Timbthy, Prime cash, old $4.25, new
$4.35; March, $4.45,

CATTLE

GRADE Detroit Chicago Buffalo
Steers, good to prime 1124 11 St) 1200 1350 12013 75
Steers, com. to fair 11 00 11 SO it 50 1250 11 25 12 50
Heifers, good toprime 9 75 1025 11 00 11 90 11 25 12 00
Cows, average 800 83501100 1190 825 1050
Canaers,—Cotters 550 675 575 675 580 700
Bolls, average 800 875 8j 875 825 900

Veal, fair to rood 1450 15 75 14 00 15 00 {4 50 1550

The past week has been very quiet
so far as the different cattle markets
are concerned. Embargoes at many
points have held up shipments and
the storms have delayed those enroute
to such\an extent as tg causa‘'consid-
erable shrinkage and make deliveries
away late.

The Detroit market is steady but
business is quiet owing to embargoes
and the difficultnes of shippers in se-

curing cars for shipments;- t Many
Michigan shippers; during the past
week have made ready to load and
then been compelled to return the cat-
tle to their feed lot to await, cars at
a later daté. Best heavy; steers are
going at aroumd $11.26@11.50. Offer-
ings of the real fancy article are not
so plentiful as might be desired. Han-
dy weight butcher steers are running
at $11@11.50, with mixed steers and
heifers bringing $9.75@10.25., Best
cows'are selling $8.50@8,75 while the
ordinary run of butcher cows are sell-
ing $7@8. The best of the heavy bulls
are selling $9@9.25. There is a good
steady market for veal calves, prices
ranging from $14@16 for the better
grades while others go as low as $8@9. |

The Ghicago market has been rather
quiet during the past week, lack of
shipping demand affording an oppor-
tunity for local packers to bear the
market. Steers  displayed some
strength at the beginning of the week
but a severe decline followed and clos-
ing prices on the bulk showed a decline
of around $1.00. Eastern buyefte
were unable to’ move purchases freely
owing to the car situation and after
the first, few days of the week were
about out of the market. Quality of
arrivals was not so gbod'toyyard the
close of the week. Totiil-receipts
for last week were 85,300, an increase
of 64,100 over the previous week ancL
22,600 over the same jweek a year"
ago. -u

Buffald reports a steady market with
receipts of 20 cars on Tuesday of the
present week. Medium weight and
heavy steers are in light supply and
strong demand. 1Butcher steers and.
handy weight steers are steady at a-
bout last week's range of prices while
fat cows and heifers showman advance
of 10 to 15c. Bulls of all classes are
hikher than last week while canners
and cutters, while in light s\ipply, aie
from 15c to 25c lower. Stockers and
feeders are in light supply and at pre- '
vailing prices.

Mi

GRADE Detroit Chicago Buf falo
Heavy 240-200 1600 1625 1550 1650 17 00 17 10
Medium 200-240 1600 1625 1550 16 10 1700 17 10
Mixed 150-200 1575 1600 1556 16 10 1650 17 25
Packers 100*150 1550 1600 1520 1600 1625 17 00
Pigs 100down 1500 1575 1250 1450 1600 1675

Detroit hog market has been rather
quiet and slow all week. Embargoes
are still in effect on M. C. and P. M.
a@nd arrivals are very light. Not much
active trading. A better supply ex-
pected during the coming week and the
market is in good shape to rechiVe
delayed shipments.

The Chicago hog market has ruleH
slow during the past week. The close
of last week saw the general run of
mixed packing hogs going at around
$1@ 1.10 lower than the close of the
preceding week, sales running $15.15
@15.40. Medium aind butcher offer-
ings were even throughout, closing
around 30c lower on Saturday than on
Friday. The bulk went from $15.40 to
$15.50. Heavy packing stock has been
somewhat neglected, buyers Wanting
the better offerings. Sales from $15.10
to $1545. Light grades also came in
for a reduction, selling around 30@
35c lower on Saturday than at Friday’s
close. Sales were from $14:75 to $15.-
25 with the bulk going at $15.00. Sales
were plentiful at that price and un-
derweights went as low as $14.60.

Buffalo reports fairly good receipts
on most days and ,a good healthy tone
to the market. Receipts on Tuesday
of this week were 40 cars and buyers
were in the market ready to take all
offerings. Bulk of the well finished
oiferings sold from $17 to $16.75.

Reap the benefits

wméé
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GRADE Detroit Chicago Buffalo*
Top Lambs 17.75 18.00 17.00 17.85 18.25 18.50
Yearlings 14.00 1500  15.25 1550 15.00 16.75
Wethers 12.00 1250 10.50 13.00 14.00 14.50
Ewes 12.09 12.25 10.00 13.00 12.50 13.00

The sheep and lamb fffarket has
rilled steady at all points and values
have been well maintained. This is*
especially true, Tilth regard to sheep.
At certain points lambs were inclined
tg rule weak at times but ne material
declines were registered. The Detreit
market has been strung on all grades.
Chicago at times has been out of line
with eastern points, especially so on
\'mbs. Traffic ‘conditions prevented
eastern buyers from filling orders,
few cars being available, and eastern

,markets showed additional strengthY,

owing tc lack o] supplies.

Chicago receipts on Tuesday of this
week were 14,000. Buffalo on the same
day received 10 cars, lambs selling
there frgm $16.75 to $18.50. Chicago
prices ranged from $14.75 to $18.00.

Hides / vy
Noyl cured, 17c; ;gregn, ,l4c; Jib. 1
cured bulls, 13c; No. 1 green hulls,
11c; No. 1 cured veal kip, 20c; No, 1
green veal Kip, 18c; No. 1 curqd mur-
rain, 17qi No. i green murrain, IAc;
No. 1 cured calf, 26c; No. 1 green
calf, 24c; No. i horsehide, $5; no.v2
hides, Ic’ and.No. 1 kip afid calf
lower than above; sheepskins, as to a-
mouiit of wool, 25c@%$§, each.

Please doji't; let us miss a copy of your,
valuable paper. Its the best paper Cut-
in the interest of the farmer. We are
very much against'the present grade of
fiptatoes.—‘Mrs. Ralph Foskett, Mont-
calm county.

I hope this letter will rerhind you that
I am looking for the best, farm .paper
that ever was published. And | wish all
editors of all farm papers would try to
help the farmers as much as you do.
| think there’ would be a big change.—
E. J. Weinberg, Washtenaw county.

C T/L. L. - Music¢ furnished for all
OOCIRI UTCuCStTHoccasmns 484 Drexel

Ave., Detroit. Phoner Hickory 1085-M.

I:OB SALE— Shorthorn Cattle bred .at

Shady Hill Farms for 24 years. Rich \n
the blood of Avondale. John Schmidt,
Reed City, Mich.

READ WHAT MR. HOOVER SAYS

“We have a very good lot of young boll« coining on
that will be fit for service in a few week«. These bull«
are «one of Foirview Colantha Bag Apple 141,297,a Bon
of the great Rag Apple Korndyke 8th.”

“We always have a number of choice females from
which to make your selections.They are all daughters
of 30 pound bulls, the only kind we use at Rosewood
Farm. ' ROSEWOOD STOCK FARM, Howell, Mich.

Robt. R. Pointer & Son

Dearborn, Michigan

Breeder of Registered Holstein Friesian
Cattle. Stockfor sale at all times. If you
are looking for some of the best see us.

“TOP-NOTCH” HOLSTEINS

“Milk production 1b an inherited ability. Good cowa
must behredto good pure-bred bulls ii progress in'%airy-

ing is to be made.” . .
Extract U. S. Dept, of Agnc. Bulletin*

Buy this young bull and give your milk and bulter pro-

duction a “ pu
King Cclantha De Oakdale, No. 182837, Born Nov. 4 1916.

His Sire’'s 3nearest. Butter 7 (lays 30.87
Dams average Milk 7 days 679.68
Butter 7 days 30.60

His Dam's Dam'’s Milk 7 days 565.00
Record Butter 30 days 124.1»

Milk 30days 2436.60

(8he heads one of the ten only combinations of three
direct generations of thirty- pound cows.)

tter 7 days 23.33
His dam’s record at 3years < Ml?lllk 7 days 429,
i fi _sButter 7days 29.30"
His five nearest dams average .fBIilk 7 days Y

(Including 2—3and !e—fl-2 yr. old,)
Ideally marked, about half and half. Price $250.

McPherson Farms Co., Howell, Mich.

of a high market

LET YOUR SHIPMENTS of veal calves, dressed hogs and poultry comAfor-

ward POTATOES— market
resent quotations.

bU| ding which is used exclusively for handling farm produce.
is assured of personal marketing service.

above normal—only early arrivals will seM
GLEAN R BUSINESS FARMERS own a three story-

Every shipper

keap the benefits from buying at wholesale prices

IF YOU ARE GOING TO'RUY fertilizer, binder twine, parts green, spray-
ing materials, féed, corn, oats, grass seed, fence posts, auto’ tires, paints, oils
or any commodlty used in your business—PEACE YOUR ORDER NOW.

SHORTAGE OF RAW MATERIALS AND )
WRITE US TO-DAY for prices, and gen-

WIFE HANDICAP DELIVERIES.
eral information.

TRANSPORTATION DELAYS

*-"UTi

CLEARING HOUSE ASSOCIATION

N. F. SIMPSON, Gen. Mgr.,

Telephone Cherry 2021,

323-327 Russell St., Detroit

Hi
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VARIETIES FOR THE
HOME GARDEN

Gardeners of 1918 are now studying'
thé new edition of seedsmen’s catalogs
trying to frame the season's seed-order
but many are puzzled by thé dozen or
more varieties offered under each kind
of vegetable.. There is not'very mhch
in a name when one comes to seed
catalogs, and still less can one de-
pend on the glowing descriptions and
pretty pictures. The home gardener
wants a different variety, generally,
from that which the commercial grow-
er in the same section usés, for quality
is the main object with the. home-gard-
dener. Then loo, the home-gardener
wants a continuous siipply instead of
a heavy crop lasting a few days only,
Gripping quality and even appearance
mean little to the homegardener, while
keeping quality may be very import-
ant to assis garueners in selecting va-
rieties of vegetables in the home Sal‘
den, the following list is suggested
by J. T. Rosa, Jr., of th University
of Missouri of Missouri College of
Agriculture.

Rhubarb, Victoria, Parsley, Dwarf
Pecfectipn; Onions, Yellow Globe sets
for early, Southport Red Globe seed
for late crop of dry onions for winter
storagef ~Spinach, Savoy; Mustard,
Black Chinese; Turnip, Purple top,
White Globe for both spripg and fall
plantings; Lettuce, Grand Rapids for
early, leaf type, Tennisball for hot-
bed, heading type; Radish, White-tip-
ped Scarlet for early, White Icicle for
later and White Chinese for winjter;
Peas, , Gradus for early, Potlatch for
late; Irish potatoes, Irish Cobbler for
early, Rural New Yorker for late and
winter use; Parsnips* Hollow Crown;
Beets, Detroit Dark Red for early and
Edmond’'s Blood Turnip for late and
storage purposes; Carrots, Half-long
Danvers; Cabbage, Copenhagen for
early, and Savoy, Rofck Red, or Dan-
ish Round-head for late; Beans, String-
less Green-pod for early, Refugee
Wax for second early; Sweet corn, Gol-
den-Bantum for first eaily, White cob
Coy for sécond early, Country Gentle-
men for main crop and canning, and
Stowell’'s Evergreen for late; Toma-
toes Earliana for first crop, Bonny
Best and Greater Baltimore for late
crop and canning; Sweet Peppers, Ruby
Giant; Lima Beans, Burpee Bush Li-
ma, and Sieva of the pole type;Cucum-
beys, Long Green for slicing and Gher-
kins for pickles; Muskmelons, Rocky
Ford (green fleshed) and Netted Gem;
Watermelon, Keckly sweet (early)
Florida Favorite (late); Summer
Squash Early White Bush; Winter
squash, Warted Hubbard, Golden Cu-
shaw; Eggplant, Black Beauty; Okra,
Long Green; Sweet Potatoes, Nancy
Hall and Southern Queen of the sweet
Juicy type, Big Stem Jersey of the dry
mealy type.

These varieties are not expected to
make good everywhere, or under all
conditions, neithel* will they meet with
the particular tastes and requirements
of every gardener.

130 SPRAYED TREES
NETTED OWNER $1,813,55

Thousands of acres of apple orchards
which have never been profitable can
be converted into an asset by spray-
ing and pruning.' These orchards, are
a potent source of food supply which

should not be neglected, especiallyl

during the present emergency. The
University of Missouri College’ of Ag-
riculture is urging that every orchard
be put in bearing condition. This is
much more satisfactory than planting
new orchards which would not come
into bearing until after the war is
over. Furthermore, the land which
would be devoted to a new "Orchard
can be cultivated/ more conveniently
and paore profitably if» it -is planted
ip some other crop.

An example of the profits from
spraying is illustrated by the experi-
ence of Charles Tanzberger of Jeff-
erson Barracks, Mo. Mr. Tanzberger's

ipnUplf PliPr!
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orchard is 17 years old and was never
sprayed until last year. He. offered
his orchard of 130 apple trees for a
spraying demonstration,. In 1917 as
a result of proper spraying, the 130
trees' produced $1,897.55 worth of fruit.
The total post of spray materials, to-
gether with the cost of labor, amounted
to $34. Thus, the net profit resulting
from spraying was $1,81355;, The or-
chard, has never been profitable before,
For example, the same orchard of 130
trees, was set just as heavily with
fruit early in the season of 1916 as it
was last spring, yet it produced with-
out spraying* only enough apples for,
three barrels of vinegar.

ENCOURAGING NEWS
FROM OAKKLAND COUNTY

Just a word~*to the M. B. F. | cer-
tainly enjoy reading your paper, but
that isn't the point; it is the good we
get that counts. | am up here in the
northwest corner of Oakland county.
I filled my silo before the corn was
frozen and haven’t- opened it yet but
wyi as soon as my corn in the field ie
nearly gogje. | see'in-your paper that
the most of the reporters claim that
it is not worth as much. |.never had
my cows do better than they have this
winder. | put the com in a day ahead
so it will thaw out and feed three
times a day.—C. Holly.

[Editor's Note:—What experience
have the rest™of our readers had with
this season’s silage.)

GOOD SHOWING BY U. P.
HOGS AND CATTLE

A record made by an Upper Penin-
sula farmer in the cattle and hog-
raising industry which has been sub-
mitted to the Upper Peninsula De-
velopment Bureau is ample justifica-
tion of the representations made by
that organization in its efforts to in-
crease these industries in Cloverland.
* This record is considered so good
that it is probable it will be brought
to the attention of the sheep and cat-
tle men of the western and middle
western states through the- press of
tkbse sections of the country, accord-
ing to officials of the bureau. Fol-
lowing is a summary of the record:

The net farm receipts of thjs man,
whose farm is in Luce counter during
the year 1917 are $5599.26. This is
after the expenses, such as™ freight
and all other charges in connection
with the shipping end of the work,
have been deducted from the total.

The following extract from the let-
ter submitted to the bureau will ex-
plain tne situation:

“Now this -stock was all raised on
my farm. We keep three or four
mares, fprty to fifty cows, and about
20 brood sows. Our shipments of
1917 were six head of young horses,
thir,ty-four fat cattle and 87 fat hogs.

“On the horses we "ealized $975.
On the cattle, $2595.12. On the hogs,
$5599.26.

This fact is supplemented- by the
announcement that “we have never
shipped any ‘feeders’ of any kind.”
Our hogs are thoroughbred O. I. C,
and our cattle am all grade cows,
with a thoroughbred Shorthorn sire,
of the beef type.  Our horses are Bel-
gium and Percheron.

“The hogs are fattened on ground
rye and barley mixed and fed dry in
the self feeders.They are wintered
on rutabagas,’ middlings and ground
rye, oats and barley.

“The caittle are fattened on the cut-
over lands and they are in grass up to
their knees all summer with plenty of
clear cqgld spring water. We winter
them on hay, oat straw and rutabag-
as. They run in a large, Warm shd
which, has -a rack running full length
,110 feet down the center. The feed
is stored above and fed directly into
their rack. 'The rOothouse is at the
end of the shed.

“Rutabagas are a sure "crop here
and yield from 500 to 1000 bushels to
the acre.

We are now wintering 115 head rp
cattle,_85 head of hogs and 15 head o®
horses and colts.”

This is an illustration of tjie kind
of practical information the Upper
Peninsula Development Bureau will
submit to the Salt Lake City meet-
ing of practical sh”ep and cattle men
in the near future/ and which it is
hoped will result in an influx of these
theie men to Cloverland —Fowlerville
Review., -,
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YOUR FARM The Sherwood Hand Rope Machine
Readily Makes Hay Rope, Clothes
NEEDS THIS Line, Neck Rope, Halter Stales,
Hog Rope, Split Rope, Auto
MACHINE Tow Line, Etc. Also
fYou ca: makte _justt t'[:e kind  RegularPrice Twists Wire for Cab-
OT rope you wan ust when you f h . H
wantpit.yAnythinngrom silk )Ash P ?:rs;;gied les, . Ballng, anc-V
line to a heavy inch cable rope Isendyost ing, Lightning
—any length "you want. office or rods, Etc;

This handy little SHERWOOD ROPE
MACHINE is so simple and >easy to use
that anyone -farmhands, women and even
children -can readilyjearn to run it, and
make excellent rope.

Rope can be made on this machine from
any.kinl of twine, string* wire, etc., but
for’ most purposes binder twine is best.

You always have binder twine--or your
neighbor has-nhd rope made with it on the
SHERWOOD ROPE MACHINE costs a

express money
ordef;

If You Are a
Live Wire We Want You

\
lot less and is very much stronger than We want good live dealers and
the manila rope you bu. a%ents everywhere. Every farm needs
This very remarkable machine weighs a Sherwood Rope Machine and every nei-
B of Do P, a5 very ghborhood needs an agent  Stores, Fac.
perimeat--tliousands have been  success- tcﬂ'es’ Shipping Rooms, Bﬁat owners aye
fully used during the past five years. all good rope users. Wherever rope is
The machine costs so little, only $5.00 used you have a sales prOSDe.Ct-
Par_ctelfllgost”pald, that 'I1thIllhqwckly pay ’ Let us tell you about our liberal propo-
or itsilf. your neighbors have no rope iti
machines you can make their rope at nice Sltlldonbt? agents. T1e=”“u§ Whlat you have
profit, and youVill supply them with bet- SO erore, giving Tu etails.
terﬁnd cheaper rope than they could buy One agent’'s sample machine special,
at the store. price $3 00 postpaid to prospective dealers
if Postoflice or express money order ac-

Remember— Any Kind of Rope /
companies your letter.

Any Time You Want It.,

IRVING L. HIRSCHMAN COMPANY
Dept. R. 1120 Dime Bank Bldg. DETROIT, MICHIGAN

Do it Now! Before Your
Neighbor Beats You to It-

CONSIGN YOUR LIVE STOCK TO

CLAY ROBINSON & CO.

LIVE STOCK COMMISSION

Chicago, 111, SouthSt. Paul, Minn., South Omaha, Neb., Denver, Colo., Kansas
City, Mo., East Buffalo, N. Y., Fort Worth, Texas, East St. Louis, Ill.,  Sioux
City, lowa, EIl Paso, Texas, South St. Joseph, Mo.

Special Attention to Shippers. Consign your stock to

McMullen, knappen & jackson

Hogs Sheep and Calves Catlle
Michigan Central Stock Yards, Detroit, Mich*

BISHOP, BULLEN & HOLMES

UVE STOCK COMMISSION SALESMEN

The Largest Live Stock Commission in Michigan
MICHIGAN CENTRAL STOCK YARDS - - - DETROIT

Geo. J. Sendet Geo. H. Stacy John R. Beadle B. C. Green

Sandel, Stacy, Beadle & Green

LIVE STOCK COMMISSION MERCHANTS
Michigan Central Stock Yard» j

Respectfully solicit your consignments. No shipment too small to receive oar best care and attention
None too large for our capacity.

SAVE THE CHICKS,
LABOR AND FEED!

I want one farmer or poultry-raiser in

each locality to build and use a Perry

Improved Brooder this season. It is

easy to build and operate, light on feed.

Plenty of heat out of doors, equally as

good with hen hatched as incubator chicks.

There is a heater room and feed room, hens do riot bother feeding. The heater is
under oven and central heat, no crowding of chicks. No over heat, no going out in
the wet to eat, cares for 150 chicks as quick and as easy as one hen. Once, used
you never will be without one or more. Save the manufacturer’s profit by sendin
one dollar for right arid complete plans to build arid operate. | will send copy o
patent instructions and license for building arid operating. It can be made any size
gpu wish and at one-half the expense of any you can buy. Just send a dollar
ill today and have your brooder ready for early chicks. ~This paper guarantees |
will do as | agree. Buy now and we will give you a chance to build and BeH under
our license and give you license tags to attach on each brooder you make. Address,.

E. O. PERRY, 37 Henry Street, Detroit, Mich.

MICHIGAN GROWN SEEDS in Michigan is by far the most complete

Practically every reader of M. B. F.
lives within the first or second parcel post
zone of Jackson, Michigan, so the Seed
Annual which the S. M. Isbell /& Co.,
1U30 Mechanic St., that city, offer to send
free on request is of more than, usual in-
terest. This annual which celebrates the
company’s 3%$th year, in the seed business

arid attractive they have ever issued.
It is in reality, more than a catalog: it
-might well be called an “Encyclopedia of
Michigan Grown Plants, , Fruits and

Flowers.” We, hope every one pf oui>'

readers who have not yet received their
copy will drop a card to'we Isbell people
asking for thejir seed annual.
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BUSINESS FAHMING

February 2, 1918

THE FARM HOME ?

Departmentje r ;he Uloman and Children o f ¢he Farm

This Week’s Tested Recipe

(fcni Meal Gfagrerbread

One cup cornrneal, 1 cup wheat flour, 1 tea-
spoon soda, % teaspoon salt, 2 teaspoons finger,
1 teaspoon cinnamon, % teaspoon cloves, - cup
sour milk. 1 cup molasses 2 tablespoons short-!
ening. Sift together the dr¥ ingredients. Com-'
bine the milk, molasses, melted shortening and
beaten egg. Add the liquid ingredients to the
dry. Stir well. Bake in moderate oven,

Two cups buckwheat flour may be substituted
for the cornrneal and flour in this recipe. This
will have the characteristic flavor of buckwheat.

i« too strong use only one cup of buckwheat
and one and a 'half cups of white flour. Two
and a half cups of rye and white flour may also
be substituted. In using the rye and white flour
a larger quantity is necessary because these
flours absorb less liquid than do the cornrneal
and buckwheat.
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Farm Life as Bad as Being in Prison

I have been reading the letters in your column
§ and would like to say 1 am another one nearly in
| the same class with the lady who wrote of-marry-
I .A«? the farmer’s son. J too, had lived in town all
| my life, when one. day | met a certain young farm-
I er who was very nice to me. Our meetings be-
] came more frequent and finally ended by us being
H*‘ married. It has been nearly twelve years since
| then. We still live on the farm of 50 acres, which
I we own. We have three children. We live five
j and one-half miles from town and it seems |
] can't help being lonesome and discontented how-
| ever hard | try. Farm people have not the time to
§. visit and go places. There are always chores and
I]; things which have to- be done. Those who have
§ been raised on the farm are used to it and think
g nothing of staying at home and seeing nothing of

s other beings anu doings, while one who was raised .

If m town if taken to the country is always more or
§ less lonesome, and it is almost as bad as being in
gm prison, i, for one, say if there was some way of
g keeping the girls of town or country either from
g being transplanted from one to the other it surely
I ought to be done. Or at least have them see the
| trap, they are stepping into. It really is as bad for

one as the other to change. | hope the girls who
g read this will have better foresight than | had and
| marry one who lives and does as you are used to
| doing if you would be happy.—Afrs. S, Indiana.

Never Disappoint a Child

| TV f OTHER WAS going to town, and little Dor-
J. °thv was weeping, as children usually do
-on mother’s departure.

, “Never mind,” promised Mother. “I'll stop and
I bring you a little dolly if 3ou’ll be a real good
I .girl.”

Dorothy smiled through her tears, and promised
I to be as good as gold. All afternoon she thought
1 about the doll, and hoped it would have yellow

hair and blue eyes. She dreamed about the kind
1 ef dresses she would make for it, for Dorothy was
Is just learning to sew, and she sorted her pieces-
! nut and had an attractive little pile of gay prints
| on which she was going to begin for her new dolly
| when Mother came home.
| Mother, in the meantime, was busy down town.
I She had a great many things to do, because she
|- lived six miles from the village, and went down
| only once in two weeks or so. Then she met a
f greatmany friends and chatted with them, and
r had a soda at Herb Henneskey's drug store, and
| the upshot of it was.that she was three miles out
| of town before she thought of Dorothy’s doll.

I know you think that she disappointed Dor-
| 6thy, but thislittle story did not turn out that
I¥ way. She wasa wise mother, and she knew that
f the only way she could build a firm foundation

for her daughter's character was to always keep
her promises to her. She knew how keen was the
L« childish disappointment, and how it lingered, and
l. often left an effect in after years. So she just turn-
| ed old betsy's head toward town and went those
| extra three miles to make good her promise to
| Dorothy.
| And wasn’'t-she rewarded when she came home
j.. again? When she saw the little pile of materials
Dorothy was saving to make dresses for the little
new dolly, and felt her warm grateful arms around
her neck, she was glad she went three miles and*
back again out of her way to save her little daugh-'
r ter a disappointment.
\ | think she was a wise mother. It never pays to
lower a child’s ideals. A child’s ideal of her moth-
| er is high, but after mother has broken a few
promises and she learns she never can depend on

igiil Uit Miptirt-HMeimiftiv
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Anne Campbell Stark, Editor

her word, even mother seems more like other peo-
ple, and not entirely to be trusted.

Never break a promise to a child, and never lie
to one, even in fun, for the great tragedy of child-
hood is to lose faith. iV

./ ufe
To Clean Irons

NSWERING a note from Mrs. A. P. R., ask-
)) ing how to clean irons, | wrote the follow-

ing, which | thought might prove of inter-
est to other readers of our page:

A good way to clean irons is to scour them with
finely-sifted coal ashes, and occasionally t6 wash
them in strong soapsuds.. When thoroughly
cleaned rub with sweet oil and, stand aside in a
dry place for several days.

Before you use them again wash with soapsuds,
rinse with hot water; adding a little borax or sal-
soda and wipe until perfectly dry.

To remove rust from flatirons, rub the spots
with emery paper, and if not successful then cover
the spots»with sweet oil and powdered quicklime,
allowing this to remain on for several days..

Next wash with hot water, adding a general ;sup-
ply of sal soda and wipe until perfectly dry. If
not entirely smooth after this, rub again with,em-

ery paper.

Dear Mrs. Stark:—

I wish you would write an article advising the
young people to stay at home more. When | was
young there never was such carryings on as there

The Little House Where Love Lives

I HAVE no china dishes that cost a for-

*  tune small,

T have no famous paintings a-hanging on
my wall;

I have no Oriental rugs, or marble stat-
ues grand,

But I've a wealth of happiness and love
at my command!

J HAVE no solid silver in a velvet pad-

* ded chest,

| habe no grand piano, as perhaps you
may have guessed}

I. have no comforters of silk; my linen's
not so fine, - _

But oh. the wealth Of happiness, the store
of love all mine!

JIAy HOME is very simple, just the plain-
est sort of things.

But there's a sense of comratjship that
reaches out and clings;

The furnishings are_shabby, but there's
pease and comfort there.

And loving deeds and loving hearts and
loving thoughts to share.

J HAVE no gold or silverm I’'m sort of

* poor you see;— “

That is. I’'m poor in everything that makes
no odds with me.

Some folks believe their home must be a
symbol of success,

But my little house where love lives is
just filled with happiness!

— A stne Campbell Stark

is now. The young folks in bur neighborhood
meet once or twice a week at the school house, and
have a singing society, a knitting club, and put on
plays and entertainments and | don't know what
all. It seems to me that there Is hardly a night
when they are at home. And when they are home,
it seems as if there are always young folks here.
We never are all together for a quiet evening any
more; or at least seldom. When | spold‘tbem,
they just laugh, and say the country is getting
more civilized than yvhen | was young ,and-keep
on having their good times.—Mrs. Rose M.;

My dear Mrs. M., you should be a happy woman!
I have received so many-letters asking me what
to do to keep the young folks on-the_farms, and
here comes you,r letter, telling them just how to
do it! ( You should be very glad, indeed that the
boys and girls are having such innocent, whole-
some fun, and nstead of scdlding and nagging
about it. should join in and have fun too. If they
cannot 'have a bood time in their own homes and
their own neighborht d, tn.y will soon become
restless and want to join the arm: Cc rural young
folks who are hunting employment in our big cit-
ies. It is as necessary as breathing for young
people to have good times, “It is ,tle world's
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J Uncle Sam’s Thrift Thought

BREAD

j8 Americans have almost'forgotten some of the
my best things we ever knew. Corn bread is one of
H . them ; oaten corn bread is another. How many
times you have said, “that’s good, why don’t you
have it oftener?” Well, we are going to have com
and oat bread more often, vary *ften. every day
in fact. We would do it whether we liked it gt
not, because our government needs more, wheat
to selnd abroad— wheat that can be had only as
we let it go. Well made, there is ho bread more
wholesome, more nourishing or -better flavor,
than the mixed loaf of corn-or oats. : There are.
any number Of good rules in every old recipe
book. Here is one for quick cornrneal bread
which has been tried. Every time you eat bread
made with com and oats you do well by your-
self—and more, you help to win the war.

4'onrmeal Quick Bread

One and one-half cups cornrneal, 4 teaspoons
baking powder, 1 teaspoon salt, | tablespoon
flourt 2 cups milk, 1 egg (omitted if desired). 1
tablespoon melted fat, -Mix, and sift the dry io-
gredients. Combine the milk beaten egg” and
melted fat, and add to the dry ingredients. .Mix
wé)l pour into greased muffin” tins aiid bake in
a hot oven about 20 minutes. This; bread should
be served hot. If the softer bread is desired the
cornrneal, salt and milk may. be brought to a -
boil and cooked for 10 minutes in a doublé
boiler or over hot water. Cool, add the beaten .
¥ egg, melted fat’and baking powder. The flour-is

not necessary. Beat and hake in a hot oven,
- Thkis same .mixture may, be .baked as griddle
cakes.
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great cri e its babes grow dull” someone said, and |
something to the effeef that young souls shou.j §
not be stunted until they have their fill of joyous |
youthful pleasures. They just have to play and |
gSmbol, and settle,down to responsibilities and i
make better men and women for it. More power S
to the young folks in the neighbornood! They |
have the right spirit. They are happy in their §
youth, which is only natural, and tLey should. |
be commended and encouraged in their happiness, fj

Sugarless Fruit Cake

Fruit cake can be a patriotic cake. “But fruit H
cake is expensive,” says the prudent housewife. 1
That'’s just the point. To be patriotic a cake need
not be expensive, but if she chooses-an expensive 8
recipe it can still be in line with national food J
needs. These recipes omit sugar, thereby rhleas- §
ing an important food of which both America and' .1
the Allies are in serious need.-

Fruit Cake (uncooked)—Halt a pound each of !
nuts, dates, figs, raisins, and citron. Put dates. !
figs and raisins through the food chcppei*. Grate ft
in the yellow rind of one lemon. Then add the 1
juice of the lemon and blend with a wooden spoon.
Chop nuts fine. Cut.citron into fine strings. Pack
closely into an oiled tin, alternating layers of
fruit with nuts and citron. Press down closely,
weight and leave at least 24 hhurs. Keep in clos-
ed citke box and slice as heeded. Serve”In small
slices with a simple gelatine desert. This can be
varied in many ways. Candied orange peel or
grated cocoanut may be used instead of citron.
Orange juice or extract of cinnamon may he usdd
instead of lemon.. A drop of oil of cinnamon-of
ground cinnamon may be used with the shove,
recipe. This fruit loaf may be cut in strips; rolled
in powdered sugar, and used as candy.

Dried Fruit Cake—Two cups dried apples, peach-
es or any kind of. dried fruit; 2 cups "Orleans mo-
lasses, Va cup shortening, 2 eggs, 1 cup milk, flour
for-stiff batter: 1 teaspoon’soda, 1 cup seeded rais-
ins, 1 teaspoon nutmeg, 1 teaspoon ground cinna
mon, % teaspoon ground cloves, juice of a lemon.:-
*Soak the fruit over-night. Then chop very fine
and simmer in the saucepan jyith the molasses
for two hours and a half. Letit cool. Add beaten
yolks of eggs to shortening and beat until light.
Add the milk, then the fruit and molasses. Beat
hard for fivée minutes. Now add eno'ugh flour for
a stiff batter and soda dissolved In a teaspoon of
hot water.- Mix well. Then add the flour, raisins
and spices and heat vigorously. Add the juice of
lemon and finally the whites beaten to a stiff forth.
The batter must be stiff but elastic enough to'
drop from spoon. Bake is moderate oven two
hours.

Liberty Fruit Cake—One cup molasses, 1 cup
water, 1 cup seeded raisins, % cup citron cut fine,
Vg cup shortening, Vi teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon nut-
meg, 1 teaspoon cinnamon, 1 cup corn flour, 1 cup
rye floyr or white flour,” 5 teaspoons baking pow-
der. Boil molasses, water, fruit, shortening, salt
and spices together in saucepan three minutes.
When pool, add flour and baking powder-which
have been sifted together. Mix well;, bake,in.loaf
pan in moderate oven about 45 minutes.
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ARENAC— (North)— The writer was at
Sterling recently where the farmers gath-'
ered from near and. far the object was
they are finishing the organization of a
Co-operative shipping association. They
seemed to be taking a lot of interest. We
have in this county a live stock associa-
tion.”™ Shipped about 20 cars "this fail and

winter. Made some money for those who
shipped. Not many beans sold at the
present. The local 'elevators are paying

$11.50 per hundred weight ; rye, $1.75. The
roads are. in very bad condition bn- ac-.
count "of .drifting snow. There is_a strip
of country here in Clayton township, Are-
fTae county where we were not hit by,,the
.frost as hard as in some other districts,
and wé have -some very nice beans for
seed. | have at presént about 60 bus.
that will not pick, over one pound to the
bushel from the machine. Would like to
get in touch with someone needing good
seed. | know of & good many fields in
this neighborhood just in .the same condi-
tion, nice and dry. There was an agent
from the vicinitE/ of Almont here lookin

for seed corn,- last week and he picke

up about 50 baskets and has the promise
of more. | have sold 70 bushels of seed
oorti this fall at one dollar-a basket and
have orders for all | have at $1.50 per
baskét.—W. R. S.. Sterling.

MON ROB (West €sntr»l)—Farmers
not doing much these cold days. The
deep snow and zero weather keep us very
busy doing chores. There Is quite a lit-
tle trouble in the milk business these days
as the snow has blocked the roads
and made the trains late and milk Inspec-
tors are making the farmer do some think-

ing. The only remedy is to'stand firm
and pull together—W. H. I<, Dundee,
Jan. 21

ANTRIM (Northwest)—Very stormy

weather for' a week. Most farmers are
hand-picking their....beans and holding
them for higher prices.- Very few pota-

toes being sold, as the price_is too lbw, a
and farmers are not in love with the pres-",

ent methods of grading. Here is an il-
lustration of what we receive up here:
We took a bag of hand-picked beans to
Ellsworth last week and the elevator
man said they would test 24 per cent
moisture. We~ took, the sample to Phelps
the next day and they said the beans
were first-class. The farmers say $8.50
per bu. for beans. There are hundreds of
acres of beans not threshed yet and lots
of them rotting in the mow. One elevator
man from this section sent out five car-
loads of potatoes and only sent one man
to five v tnem. When they reached their
destination two cars were frozen. H that
had, been a farmer who shipped those
potatoes the public would say he was
destroym% foodstuff and was responsible
for the high cost of living.-r6. A. D,
Charlevoix, Jan. 19.

CLINTON (West)—Unusually severe
winter. Snow drifts from ;2 to 8 feet in
height. Everybody hunting for wood as
coal cannot be bought. A car of coal is
brought in once in awhile but the quality
is very poor and on account of the pat-
riotism is sold for from $9 to *>i0. Beans
mturning out fairly well but threshers re-
port to Secretary of State Is worthless as
they report culls, dirt, stones and every-
thing. About 1-3 should be deducted from
the amount reported. Farmers have no
corn to feed and are unable to buy any,—

B. Fowler, Jan.

WEXFOBD (Central)—Snowing every
day ahd snow is-two feet deep in the
woods. Business with farmers is pretty
quiet ' some are buying hay at,around $26
per tpn. No produce being sold.-—A.VA.

, H., Boon, Jan. 22

SHIAWASSEE (Central)— Farmers sire
busy shoveling snow from the roads, cut-
ting a little wood, which has a ready sale
at $3,50 to $5.00 per cord. Not much coal
in sight and very cold weather.—W. P. B.,
.Owosso, Jan.- 22

INJBHAM (Northeast)—SnoW piled up
-mountain high ; roads in bad shape, but
getting, better now. Some are preparing
to'“build in* this vicinity, but not to any
great extent, the war “problem is _caus-
ing too much tax. It looks as if the
beans were up against something this
season. After passing thru ten or twelve

middlemen there is not much left for thee

farmer. If | could see them put out of
business if\would "seem good for once.
The weather has been very cold which has
retarded mbusiness somewhat. The mer-
cury has been down to from 10 to 18
see” by the report they have elected a
county agent to help the farmers raise
more potatoes and corn. | rather think
he ‘would get a poor reception in this vi-
cinity. If a man has farmed it thirty.or
forty years and don’t know how, its time
he had help, but not a paper man.—W. B
Williamston, Jan. 24. -

BENZIE (Southwest)— We have had a
very heavy snow storm and farmers who
live' back ‘of the main roads arb snowed
in.-T-O. H., Benzonia, Jan. 20.

_MANISTEE (Northwest)—The farmers
,-m this county are busy doing chores and
breaking roads. We are having a con-
2 tmual snow storm, the snow is two feet
on the level and in drifts from 4 to 10 ft
and it.is still snowing. There .Ih nothing
m the line of selling anything. The prices
quoted on potatoes is $1.00 per cwt and
on beans $10 per cwt. Hay is scarce and
sells at $25 to*$30; oats,” $3 per cwt—
G -H. S,, Bear Lake, Jan. 20. -, I

OSCEOLA (Northwest)— Most farmers
areskept busy now-a-days shoveling” snow
ahd-doing chores as as snowed-nearly
every day for the last tw.o weeks. Shee
TSold at a sale here for $29 a‘head.—A.
'S., Lewiston, Jan. 22.

GRATIOT (Sontheast)— The
are cutting quite a lot of wood and' are
drawing some grain to market. The
weather is flne now, only a little too much

farmers L .

snow Oafs are the main grain the fann-
ers are selling although some wheat and
a few beans are being put on the market.
Some grass seeds are being bought, which
are pretty high ; June clover, $20 per bu.,
timothy, $5; alsyke, $17.00,—J.,
Banister Jan. 24.

NEWAY GO~ Northeast)— Much of the
corn crop yet in the field, not being of
much account only for the fodder. Snow*
very deep. Farmers are having a hust-
ling time to keep the mail route open.
Stock in _good- condition. Hogs are very
scarce. Farmers who have wood lots are.
busy cutting and hauling wood to cities
to relieve coal shortage ; dry wood, $4.(10
per cord; greén wood, $3.00 per cord.
This will be a good year for the farmers
,to keep a book account of their business,
as the Federal census will be taken In a
little over one year. Some of the ques-
tions are hard to answer.— F. S., Big Rap-
ids, Jan. 24.

BAY (Northeast)—Farmers have dug
themselves out of the snow, which was
piled up by the storm, which prevailed
over the greater part of tr.e country. The
weather is still very cold. Farmers are
kept -sy with the chores and obtaining
fuel. A very few have wood but a greater
part of them are depending on coal. Coal
shipped in at the station is not sold to
farmers any more so they are forced-to
o to the mines for it-. This makes a very
ong haul and if one Isn’t real early he
will perhaps find 40 or 50 teams ahead
and the chances are he will have to re-
main until next day or return without
coal. Those burning hard coal will have
-to resort to coke if they do not have a
sufficient quantity to carry them over. No

selling to speak of; the market has been-

dull since the blizzard.—J. E. McK.,
conning, Jan.

OAKLAND (North)—Not much doing
but chores and hunting for fuel, most of
thedpeople are burning green wood. The
roads were badly blocked with snow but
are mostly cleared out. mVery little pro-
duce going to market. Some prospects
of moving some potatoes, but it is un-
certain about cars. A good many farm-
ers are looking for seed com wh'*h is
very Hard to Arid. A good many auction
sales and everything selling well but
horses.— E. F , Clarkston,' Jan. 25.

ARENAC (East)™-This week the weath-
er has been quite moderate. Lots _of
snow in the fields, which is a good thing
for new seedirtg and fall grains, but -bad
on getting around. The scarcity of feed
has made, it necessary'for many farmers
to dispose of their stock. Hay is selling
at the farm at from $16 to $22.50 a ton,
and some of it a very poor quality. You
can buy fine big horses at nearly your
own prices. Beans advanced 50c a cwt.
last week. Farmers, are marketing some
oats, beans, wood, hay etc. Tuesday,
“Jan. 22, Mrs. Henry Ullman, a pioneer of
East Arenac county; passed to the great
beyond. She was a resident on one farm
for 40 years.— M. B. R., Twining, Janu-
ary 25.

IONIA (Northwest)— The weather for
the past two weeks has been far from
tropical', and the winds much like a step-
mother’s breath. Saturday, Jan.,12, was
the severest day ever experienced by most
residents of this county. The wind blew
45-56 miles pellhr., at a temperature 14
below zero. Snow drifted everywhere
there was an opening, even thru the key-
holes in the doors. Stock without extra
warm quarters,suffered much, as moder-
ate shelter was very little protection. The
roads are filled with drifted snow from 4
to 12 feet deep, making them almost im-
passable. Many days the rural mail car-
riers were unable to make their, routes.
Some farmers, are already out of feed and
few that sold hay in the fall for $8 to $12
per ton are now buying at $22 to $24.
It has been almost impossible to receive
shipments of cottonseed and linseed meals
as they have been held up by the rail-
roads, and in some cases where these
feeds were Contracted before the Nov. or
Dec. advance in prices, some companies
refused to fill their contracts, claiming
that these feeds were not obtainable.
Bran and middlings are much cheaper
since .the last; Government ruling on flour
and feed an are now selling for $28 and
$37 respectively. Very little wheat in
farmers* hands* as there can be no possi-
ble advantage to them by holding for a

7 higher price.. Some have kept a few bush-
els for chicken feed ; it being cheaper and
better than corn. Wheat and rye have
suffered very little, if any from weather
conditions, and the early sown went into
the winter in fine shape, but by far the

- larger part of the acreage was sown veQ/
late, much of which never germinated.
Acreage of wheat very small : not more

Pin-

than per cent of last year’s crop.-—S.
W..K,, Lyons, Jan. 24. .-
MONTCALM (Southwest) — Farmers

are not as busy asmsual ; many are cut-
ting and hauling wood, receiving $3.50
to .00 per cord at the station. A gmall
amount of potatoes are being purchased,

, owing to the shortage of cars and, the fact
that mostXwarehouses are filled* Ice is
moving slower than last week on account
of most roads being closed. Weather is

-‘very cold with a large amount of snow
on the-soil A very small amount of pro-
duce is being held for higher prices.—W.
L., Greenville, Jan. 25.

I0OSCO (Sontheast)— Farmers are cut-
ting wood apd putting up ice. We have
good sleighing and very cold weather.
Farmers are selling-some beans, hay and
straw. Hay is bringing trem $20 to $22
per ton and straw $38 to $10. Quite a
number of our farmers have bought silos
to be put up the coming spring.—A.
Tawas City, Jan. 26,

OTSEGO * (West)*—Weather
been_ veiV cold.
hauling X i
Jan. 26. .

here has
Some of the farmers are
and wood.— C. A., Gaylord,

.car lots.

BREEDERS f )L
DIRECTORY SX

(Write Advertising Department, Mich-
igan Business Farming, 110 West Fort St.,
Detroit, for rotes in this column.)

CATTLE

SALISBURY

E. L.
SHEPHERD, MICH.
Breeder of purebred

HoUtein-Friesian Cattle
Young bulls for sale from A. F.
O. Cows with creditable records.

WOLVERINE STOCK FARM

FOR SALE, a beautifully mark-
ed bull calf, born Aug. 3, 1917. Sire
Judge Walker Pieterje whose first
five '"dams are 30 pound cows, his
dam a 24 pound 3 year-old grand-
daughter of King of the- Pontiac*,
and second dam a 26 pound ~cow.
This _calf will please you.

Price, $200.
. T. W. SPRAGUE,
Route 2, Battle Creek, Mich.

FOR SALE -

FINE Holstein bull calf 99 per cent
A—white. A grandson of Maplecrest

Korndyke Hengeweld who is as good
as the best. Dam has A. R. O. record 16
Ibs. butter in seven days as three-yea”-old
and 21 Ib. three yr. old daughter.” If you
want_one he is cheap at . Write for
description.

W. C. Hendee & Son, Pinckney, Mich.

250 STEERS FOR SALE
Ones, twos, threes, Herefords, Angus
and Shorthorns. 600 to 1200 Ibs. Choice
quality sorted to size, age and breed. In
Write your wants. C. F. Ball,

Fairfield, lowa:

HATCH HERD HOLSTEINS

YPSILANTI We have been “breeding’

Up” for the past eleven

MICHIGAN years. Pontiac Korndyke

_and King Korndyke Sadie

Vale bulls in service. = Select your next
sire now.

“BRENNAN JERSEY FARM”

TRICTLY MAJESTY* line bred reg.
bulls and  heifers for salé from dams
that are doing better than 60 Ibs. fat per

mo. We invite inspection.

Fred Brennan, Capac, Mich
POR CAI F Re'gistered Holstein BuU
1'-*" DralLCi eady for service; also
bull calf. These bulls are of choice breed-
ing. For particulars write Fred Lord,

Stoekbrtdge, Mich.

HORSES

PERCHERON STALLIONS, one 3 years
old, driven single and double. One ten
Years old, thoroly broken single and doub-
e. Will work like a mare. Heavy boned
Price $400 and . Fred
Manchester, Mich.

gentle fellows.
N. Randall.

p C 1 Une 2-year-old Black Per-
* My QIRIPTSTAILRE: o' 9Rded
Stallion Ingomar 30047, that has been at
the head of our stud for 10 years. M. A.
Bray Est.-, Chas. Bray, Mgr., Lansing,Mich

HOGS

POLA HINAS Bred
LtiUnn SOwWS, 'f\‘a'?l pcl:gs, e{_}her sex,
at reasonable price. E. R. Leonard, St
Louis, Mich., R. No. 3

|FHNARN’'C
i IU?o

o BRED GILTS
To Wm. B. No. 47049. Longfellow
I No. 18575 Sire of 1st '__prize_youn
* herd at lowa State Fair. Fall pigs an
* breed serviceable boars.
Mason, Mich.

f

v J. CARL JEWETT,
Choice young boars ready
for service; also fall pigs

O- I C either sex; sired by

prize yearling boar Mich. State Fair 1917
Clover Leaf Stock Farm, Monroe, Mich.,
R. No, 1 [ N

EGISTEKED HAMPSHIRE
and bred- gilts for sale.
Snyder. R .'4. £t. Johns, Mich.

BOARS
John W.

CHOICE REGISTERED STOCK

Percherons—Colonel 1D4833, a grand-
son of Morse and Olbert'; a great
randson of Besigue and Calypso, at
ead of stud. ' “olsteins— Senior Sire,
son of Pontiac Aaggie Korndyke and a
28 22 pound dam. = Aberdeen-Angus—
Senior Sire, Black Earl of Woodlawn
152209. A Blackbird. Shropshire«— A
small but choice flock, large, and wool-
ed frorfi nose to toes. Durocs— The
large, prolific* money-making- kind. If
in need of a first-class sire, write me.
DORR D. BUELL, Elmira, Mleh. B. 1.

O 1 f BOARS and_ SOWS of fine
< 1. v*. quality. Prices reasonable.
Registered free and will ship C.O0.D. Floyd
H, Banister. Springport, Mich.

WANTED:—Pig fefed cull beans let me
know. Chas. Bromham, Hubbard Lake.
Michigan.

SHEEP

Shropshire Ewes

right! Prices_right! A son of Tanners
Royal in service. H. F. Mouser, Ithaca.
Michigan.

2 YOUNG DELAINO EWES, bred, and

yearling Ram, $60.00 to quick buyer.
S. H. Saunders, R. No. 2, Ashtabula Ohio.
FOR AUGUST DELIVERY 50 Register-

ed Shropshire Yearling ewes and
Registered Yearlin%;: Rams of extra Qual-
ity and breeding. lock established 1899,
C. Lemen, Dexter, Michigan.

POULTRY
For Sale— 2 hens and
: cockerel $5, also cock-

COCkereI erels $2 to $5. Write

W C. West & Son, East Lansing R.F.P. 1

arred rock cockerels for sale.
$200 to $509 each for strain with
records to 290 eggs a year. Circular free.

Fred Astling Constantine, Mich

1 T, CKERELS f
%ﬁﬁﬁéﬁs H:&-ﬂv Fa% |nr|ﬁng S8
Thompson strain, $3 and $4. Yearling
breeding hens, $2. WA11 Barred. Sam
Stadel. Chelsea. Michigan. . s
IOHN'8 BIG BEAUTIFUL BARBED

J Rocks are hen hatched and sold on ap-
proval $3 to $10 each. 1 made ami 4 fe-
males $12.00. Good layers. Circulars,
Photos. John Nort.hon.' Clare. Michigan.

Rose comb riiode island red
Cockrels for breeding Purposes. Prize-
winning stock $3 apiece or three for $8.00.
I pay for sending. Wm. J. Rinche, Al-
pine. Mich.. R.R. No. 1

BU‘ITERCUPS Limited numfiter day-old chiclfS.
"Orders listed now, 20c each- Hatching

eggs. Member A. B. C. Roy E. Mathews,

Vermontville, Mich, Bx 157.

Will Save Your Chicks!

Anv reader of this magazine who writes
P J Kelly, the Poultryman, ati 109 Kelly
Bidg., No.” 2 N. 2nd St., "Minneapolis, Minn;,
will receive a Free Copy of his new book-
let “White Diarrhoea In Baby Chicks. It
tells how to prevent, remedy and save the
whole hatch. It’s free. Write ofr it at
once. (Adv.)

Superior Farm, White Wyandotts

Good winter layers, and fit for any show
room. A few good cockerels, $3 and $5
each. [EggS after MTar. 1st. G. W. Hon-
eywell, Plymouth, Mich.

MISCELLANEOUS

SEED, 100 per cent
B E A N purity. Sample and

rice” on request. i
Mayer’s Plant ursery, Merrill, Mich.

OR SALE— Choice seed Pea beans. $8
per bushel. Samples on request. Otis
R. Tripp. Mount Pleasant, Michigan.

CAD CAIE FRANCIS Fall - bearing
ivJlv u/\LL stra%vberry plants $1.50 per

100: $10.00 per 1,000. W. F. Tindall*
Boyne City, Mich.

errn rnDN that will grow. $10.00 a
jttli LUiIU’ bushel. ample on re-
quest. J. A. Rhodes, Prairie Depot, Ohio.

OGEMAW COUNTY FARM LANDS

Very productive. Small payment down.
No further payments, interest or taxes
for five years. " Harry Or Sheldon, Alger*
Michigan.

Co-operative Buying Jgg
Saves Money. turnished.
GRAIN GROWERS GRAIN CO. Minneapolis, Minn

STRAWBERRY PLANTS bfffiSS

plete and nicely pictured book, tells all
about mz vigorous stock grown best way;
Mayers Plant Nursery. Merrill. Michigan.

FORDS "START .EASY IN COLD
WEATHER if.yoii use our 1918 carbur-
etor. 34 miles per gallon guaranteed.
One-third more power. Use cheapest gas-
oline or one-half kerosene. Quickly starts
cold motor even at zero and moves- right
off .with full power. No spitting or pop-
ping. Slow speed on high. Fits exactly,
Attach it yourself. -80 off list where no
agent. Big profits selling our goods. We
fit all motors. Write for 30 day trial of-
fer and money back guarantee. ~ The Atr-
Frictlon Carburetor Company, 659 Mad-
ison St., Dayton. Mich.

. <
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WHAT CASH CROPS

SHALL | PLANT?
, “1 would like to ask your advice oh
what would be the best cash crop fpr

. us to plant this next season. We have

j 160 acres of land and it is mostly of

| a gravel loam, some sand loam but not

; light, alBo quite a little clay .and some

' muck. We have about 30 acres in new

t seeding, about 14 acres in fall crops,

?and expect to plant 15 acres corn and

"t 20 acres' oats and barley and now |

would like to know what your advice
. would be to plant on the balance of 30
, acres as a cash crop, taking all the
marketing regulations and price pros-
' pects into consideration.”—Subscliber,
Qooderich.

Taking into consideration the crops
already planned and to be planted on
this 160 acres of land which includes

.13 into grass, 14 into wheat and the
1proposed 15 to corn and 20 to oats and
i barley, there remains 30 acres to be
planted into cash crops. Also consid-
: ering the soil which a sandy, gravelly
loam, and the location, | cannot recom-

‘Qmmend anything better, everything con-
i'") sidered, than beans and potatoes for
v j this land unless part of the area be

¢' devoted to sugar beets.

This would

1depend more on the hauling distance
. of the beets.

I If the land is located near a shipp-
ing station, with the present price
: offered for beets, | think it would be

r. ] wise to grow a portion of this land to
myi sugar beets because it is an absolute
?i[ cash crop. All you have got to do is

..1to get the tonnage

. the market is es-
tablished, there is no question about
the money and, besides, the world
needs sugar. It is a patriotic thing to
grow sugar beets If one is favorably
located and has suitable soil, but of
course one cannot advise a man to

» | grow sugar beets if he has to haul

|

-them four or five miles to market.
This costs too much. Neither can one
recommend sugar beets if the soil
is not of the right nature or in the
; proper condition to grow a good crop.
A loamy soil tjiat is in quite fertile
condition will produce a paying crop
of sugar beets.

Beans and potatoes will certainly

Vv~ be good crops to raise in this Ibcality

on this kind of -soil. The amount to
be planted to potatoes will be govern-
ed largely by the problem of market-
ing. How far they must be hauled
to market. | would thiuk that the
commercial city of Flint would furnish
almost an ideal market and it would
be within hauling distance! | should

v, think it would be no particular trou-

ble to sell potatoes in wagonload lots
to families in this city of Flint next
fall at a good fair price. This ought
to be one of the best home markets
for potatoes in the state. But where
potatoes have to be hauled a consid-
erable distance and then shipped by
rail to far away markets the grower is
handicapped and the profits are not
apt to be as large as where they can
be disposed of in a nearby home mar-
ket.

| should judge from the discription
that this would be an ideal soil for
beans and | know too that large areas
of beans are grown in Genesee county.
One doesn't have to- figure as much
on the market for beans as the hauling
to market counts little figure compar-
ed to marketing a crop of potatoes or
sugar beets and unless the market con-
ditions are favorable for the sugar
beets and the potatoes as suggested
above, | think it would be advisable
to put a large part of this land to
beans. With a favorable season, on
this soil, a man ought to get a very
profitable crop at present prices and
there is no question but what” the
world will need the beans and but
what they will bring a fair price for
1918 crop.—Colon C. Lillie.
«imivitsiiviiuiviiiiiimnuamuiviitiiiiiiiiniiiviiiimniuiimuuraiiiiniiiimuibivittuumuiur

I-.think your paper is a good one. |

would hot be without it for three times
the price.— John Booth, Sanilac county.

We are certainly well
the M. B. F. It is the only
find that has the interest of the farmers
IN mind.— Wesley Dell, Grand Traveicse

Ek-aw o 1.

pleased with
aper we can

MICHIGAN

United States has 350,Q00 Indians.

* *ilil
Iron money is passing in Germany
and the Slamese are usmg porcelain.

More than 44000000 acres of coal
labds in fourteen states of the United
States are to be opeihed in" 1918.

Castor oil is a favorite lubricant
for aeroplanes because it is little ef-
fected by changes 9' temperature.

o < *

Imports in undressed furs and skins
for the nine months ending September
30th last were valued at $19,458,181.

Nothing is wasted in war but noiser
A steam roller is pun over empty tin
cans to flatten them then they are
put into a smelter.

The population of the United States
is now estimated at'104,863 thousand,
compared with 103,145 thousand a
year ago.

* *

Michigan has been called upon, to
enlist 11,734 rgen for shipbuilding work
as her quota, provided they are needed
for this branch of the service. .

Prompted by the warmest December
on recqrd, farmers in Western Mon-
tana aih plowing by night, railroads
lending them headlights, and wheat
acreage will nearly double that of a
year ago.

IBUSINES S FARMING n?

New York City eats 100,000 pounds
of horse flesh weekly.

Kansas City schools will teach food
gardening.

Pennsylvania railroads states that
the shippers could>save $2/000,000*a
year by more carefully packing fruit.

The United States Government will
expend $1,000,000,000 during the com-
ing year in military buildings.

From Amsterdam comes the report
that a number of Allied airplanes drop-
ped 1,000 copies of President Wilson’s
message to. Congresg over occupied ar-
eas of Belgium recently.

The third elevator~~fire to occur in
the Thumb district within the last
ten days, burned one of the storehous-
es of the Bad Axe Grain Company to
the ground Monday night, entailing a
loss of $20,000. v

The new Washtenaw Co-operative
association of Ann Arbor, held its
first business meeting in the Super-
visor's room in the county Court House
a few days ago. Partial arrangements
were made at them eeting for making
the first shipment of st'ock to the De-
troit market under co-operative meth-
od of handling. Forty new members
were taken into the association at this
meeting. —

ranFamto Med

John G. \Newman, former Portland
produce dealer, believes more lonia coun-
ty farmers would raise cabbage if. they,
realized that there is ordinarily good
money in the crop when the grower goes
into it on a large scale. Mr. Newman,
who Spends his winters in New York
City, dealing in produce, writes the Re-
view that domestic cabbage is selling in
New York at $58 to $60 a ton, red cab-
bage bringing $100; potatoes are $4.25
to $4.50 per 180 pounds; onions $3.25 per
hundred pounds and table beets $3.00.

F. E. Langdon has 25 Rhode Island
pullets that produced 409-eggs during the
month of December.- The pullets were
hatched the 26th day of April and began
laying the 1st of November” but from the
15th to the end o fthe month they pro-
duced 14 dozen eggs. Mr. Langdon takes
good care, of his flock and says he aims
to keep them busy. He is sellin gt;he eggs
at 50c per dozen, so even with the high
price of feed he figures that the chickens
are paying a good profit.— Lawton Lead-
er.

Ed. DeVries of Dighton sold s
beans to the Dighton Grain Co. for which
he received $455.00 This is the largest
amount of money received for a load of
beans in this section and shows that beans
can be successfully grown around Digh-
ton.— Osceola Press.

' * * .

Ed. Chamberlain and son of Brighton
are milking 14 cows and selling the milk
to the Detroit Creamery Company. For
December they delivered nearly 700 Ibs.
daily for which they received better than
$20.00.— South Lyon Herald.

Will McCrory sold to F. Jr VanAtta
seven hogs that weighed 2289 pounds and
for which he received $480.69, or nearly
$70 each.— South Lyon Herald.

iriLXJrn- it

The creamery, at Grove City, Pa., oper-
ated under the management of the Dairy
‘Division of the Bureau of Animal Indus-
try, United States Departmenteof Agri-
culture, is cited in the bureau’s annual
report as an excellent example of the in-
fluence that a well-managed creamery
has upon a locality. When it was opened
in 1915, it had only 54 patrons the first
month, but at the close of the fiscal year
it bad 579 patrons, from whom 378,000
pounds of butterfat were purchased dur-
ing the year at a price well above that
generally prevailing.- In addition to the
manufacture of 4255,084 pounds, of but-
ter, the products included 139,585 pounds
of cottage cheese, 1,504,025 pounds of con-
densed milk, and 5,441 pounds* of casein.
— Sanilac county Farmer.

There was a distinct object lesson at
the recent unloading and delivery of the
corn shipped in here by the Union City
branch of the Farmers’ Co-Operative
Company. This corn was purchased sev-
eral months ago, since which time prices
have advanced greatly. Had the farmers
sold this corn when it arrived, the profit
would have been about $670 on the entire
consignment." Co-operation seems to pay
well,,and the management suggests that
the work be enlarged.—Union City Regis-
ter-Weekly,

Bert Closson sold a hog that weighed
625 pounds to Jones and Shurte for 16
cents a poynd or an even $100. The an-
imal was shipped with other stock to
Chicago.— National Democrat} Cassopo-
lis.

He - -

Joseph Duvall, a farmer of LaSalle
township, MonrOe county, sold one pig
Jan. 18, 1918 that weighed 535 Ibs. dress-
ed, at 20c per lb., receiving for it $107.44.
How is this for a Monroe county farmer?

MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING, Mt. Clemens, Mich.

Dear Sirs:—Send your weekly to the following address for one year,
| for which a one dollar bill is enclosed:

I COUNLY oo e

(This coupon is from is™ue of Feb. 2nd, 1918.
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CREAMERY PROFITS
GRATIFYING AS USUAL

It causes ong to indulge in. an ironic
smile when he £nds tucked away -in
one corner of the Detroit Free Pres?
the foliowing item: Vv,

“Healthy financial condition and a
satisfactory volume of. business dur-
ing the year were reflected in reports
submitted to stockholders of the De-
troit Creamery Company at their an-
nual meeting, Thursday, January 24,.
iflihe company’s general offices, Grand
River and Cass avenues.’

One of the directors reelected was-
Mr. E. D. Stair, who incidentally, holds
a controlling interest in the Free Press.

We are reminded that the Detroit
Creamery Company similarly rejoiced
a year ago over the gratifying profits,
but at that time the public was let in
on the good news. This year,howev-
er, in view of the attitude 4>f the De-
troit consumer against 14 cent milk,
it wouldn't be very good policy to-
talk very loudly about the dividends.

BRIEF NOTES FROM THE
FOOD ADMINISTRATION

Shortage *of wheat in France fp-
becoming more adarming each week.
Pastry is now classed as a luxurjr
and its manufacture or consumption
is now suppressed except on Sun-
days and holidays.

The U. S. Food Admlnlstratlon
wishes to place the .lrisn potato every
day in the, year on every table in A-
merica. Potatoes lurnish  nourish-
ment, bulk, mineral salts and a cor-
rective alkalinity in the diet. They
are plentiful this year and cheap.

Fifty-thousand tons of linseed cake
originally consigned to Holland will
be sold at request of the consignee
for consumption in New York, Penn-
sylvania and New Bhgland accord-
ing to an -sannouncement authorized
by the U. S. Food Administration-

MR. CITY CONSUMER
SPEAKS HIS OPINION

Hyman Winegarden, who, it is re-
lated to us came to Flint about ten f
years ago with a little go-cart of
fruit and established a small business,
is said to have grown rich in that
time and. is now reported to be woijth
three-quarters of a million, an dthis
has been made in the commission
business. He now tells in the Flint
Journal that “one dollar a bushel is
too much to pay the producer for uo-
tatoes.” He tells an lawful tale of
woe about trying to buy potatoes on
the Greenville market and says when
he tried it that potatoes were worth a
dollar a bushel, but wnefi he capie on
the market the price was boosted to
$1.25 and he lays it to the farmer for
the boost. He forgets there are a few
buyers hece in town who just lay fo*
some interloper to come in and outbid
them on the market. He goes on to
tell about handling costs and says it
costs 43 cents a bushel to put potatoes
on the retail market. From the state-
ment made to us that he is worth the
better part of a million Of dollars
made in the commission business it is
easy to see where a large part of the
costs to, the consumer gets into the
potatoes he bandies. He, says “they
can raise potatoes around that sec-
tion of the country (GreenVille) for
25 cents a bushel,,,) He toddsl: “I
have personally bought a lot of pota-
toes there and | know the minute a
fellow comes in there and wants to
-buy som epotaloes they boost the
price 10 cents on him. This would
make us believe that Mr. Winegar*
den’s grievance is against the buyers
and not against the growers. We
have heard of some of this race of
people having the belly ache before
when they thought someone else was
getting a piece of the money.

Mr. Winegarden forgets that lost
year the grower could have sold ev-
ery bushel of his seed- potatoes for
$3.00 per bushel and that it takes 8
bushels to plant an -acre, v Further,.-
labor cost"$3.00 to $3.50 a day to har-
vest and paris. green 50 cent sper
pound and tbat the average cropvwas
not ‘'more than 75 bushel per acre.
Farmers doing business at this rate
wouldn't have got as rich as the Flint
man on his little commission. This
islthe duek thay takes no "chances.”—
Greenville Independent.



