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MM SITUATION DE-
TROITA M SERIOUS

Milk Producers in Session again .this week to
Consider Latest Findings of Special Milk
Commission, New Developments and to
Meet with Delegates From
Branch Associations

TV “Your article of January 19th on the milk situa-
tion sets forth the situation in the true light,” writes
a Birch Run Granger. “The expedient suggestions
may be necessary to maintenance of the burdensome
(for the people) and highly profitable business of
the présent distributors, but it is no solution of the
problem.

“There Is one phase !of the situation, and an im-
portant on not touched wupon by either article.
People living in Detroit tell me of a very good reas-
on for limiting their use of milk. They tell me they
are paying a good price for poor quality. And after
partaking of my product as it leaves for the Detroit
market and also that as delivered to”the consumers
at Detroit, | cannot but agree with them. To me
It is as the difference between new m-llk and skim
milk." Does milk as delivered to the consumers of
Detroit test 3 per cent as«<“requested by the state
law? Why should the distributors be allowed to
skim it at all?”—H.S., Birch Run.

An inquiry was also received from a subscriber
flaking for a complete account of what action the
special milk commission took at its last session
toward solving the surplus proposition. Both of
these matters were referred to Hon. Fred L. Wood-
worth, state dairy and food commissioner, who ad-
vises as follows:

“The Milk Commission decided at their recent
hearing to recommend that for February, 1918, the
distributor pay the farmer on the basis of $3.35 per
hundred for 3.5% milk in the flfteen-cent freight
zone for 90% of his milk, and $2.75 per hundred for
the remaining 10%.

“At the time the price was set for January, there
was no surplus and .no allowance was made for the
loss the distributor would sustain should there be
a surplus. Because of the coal shortage and the re-
sulting closing of creameries, condensaries and the
embargo on the shipment oi condensed milk to the
coast, an unusually large amount of milk has been
sent to the Detroit dis-
tributors making a
surplus.

“Prof. Anderson of
the Michigan Agricul-

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9th, 1918.

suggestion because the surplus is, | am sure,, but a
temporary one and a lower price that could only
be maintained for a few weeks would cause more
confusion and misunderstanding to both producer
and consumer than the gain would be worth. Also
in order to reduce the price of milk it would b.e nec-
essary to make a reduction- of ,at,least one cent a
quart, which means $47 a hundred. This would
necessarily have to come out of the producer and
is a reduction that would, under present conditions,
bring a milk famine to Detroit in a week. As you
know, I am a farmer and perhaps it is easy for me
to see the farmer’s side of the case, but | am sure,
that | can prove to any fair-minded man that under
the present conditions market milk for the city of
Detroit cannot be produced for any less than $.07
a quart on the larm. That the city distributors
must pay this is shown by the fact that the con-
densaries now buying milk in the Detroit milk area
are paying practically that price.

“The $2.75 price on the 10% surplus wag arrived
at by apportioning the (Continued on page 2%)

POTATO GROWERS TO MEET AT
EAST LANSING, MARCH 7th-8th.

The annual meeting of the Michigan Potato Grow-
ers’ Ass’'n will be held at the Agricultural College,
Bast Lansing, March 7th and 8th. The election of
officers will take place at this time and the problems
of production, ‘grading and marketing will be dis-
cused.

In view of the fact that the Michigan Potato Grow-
ers’ Ass'n is partly responsible for the establishment
of the grading rules in this state, its hundred and
twenty-five members and officers will now have an
opportunity to exonerate themselves before the fifty
thousand or more potato growers who are not mem-
bers of the organization and who are opposed to the
grading methods. It hag recently developed that
those in authority at Washington put up the argu-
ment against the protests that have been sent in that
the organized growers themselves wanted the grades
and that was one of the reasons why they were adopt-
ed this year.

It is not stated whether the discussions to be taken
up are open- to the public or are for the express ben-
efit of the members. In behalf of our readers we
are ‘writing Secretary Waid for an invitation to the
gathering. The doors ought to be thrown wide open
to every potato grower in Michigan. The problems
to be discussed are of state-wide interest, and every
potato farmer who can afford to make the trip and
who is welcome should (Continued on page 22)

aji_ FOOD DEALERS ARE ORDERED TO DISPLAY PLAIN PRICE TAGS ON THEIR WARES
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GRADING TO BLAME
FOR POTATO SITUATION

No Need to Theorize as to Why Crop Has Not
Been Moved to Market; Ask the Farmer
Who Got Hit With the Grading

> Rules; He Knows.

Last November, the Bureau of Crop Estimates an-
nounced that the United States had produced the
biggest crop of potatoes in its history. “Potatoes
will be cheap/' everybody said, and waited and wait-
ed—and still they wait—for cheap potatoes.

On Feb. '4th, such Detroit retail stores that had

potatoes were selling them ungraded at 65 cents per
peck’, and there were lots of stores that had nary a
spud to sell. One hundred- and fifty miles distant on
the same day, a farmer sold a load of graded pota-
toes at 65 cents a bushel.
y A few weeks ago some one propounded the question
“If there are so many potatoes in the country, why
don’t they get to market and why does the price stay
so high?”

Here come the sages with a hundred and one dif-
ferent theories.

Says the local buyer: “No cars.”

Says the city newspaper editor: “Farmers’ fault.
They’re holding their potatoes for higher prices.”

Says the “expert”: “Car shortage, weather, farm-
ers,—all to blame.”

Who KNOWS? Ask the farmer.
something about it.

A1 right.  Mr. Farmer will you please stand up
before the audience and explain why you haven't sold
more of your potatoes? .

Says the farmer: “Grades! Last spring the gov-
ernment and extension departments and agricultural
colleges and the “experts” told me | should be pat-
riotic and plant a lot of potatoes™ | did. | paid $4
a bushel for seed, $3 a day for labor, $75 for fertilis-
er. When | harvested what part of my crop that es-
caped the September frost | found that it had cost
me THREE times as much as in normal seasons.
But that was all right. 1'd raised the spuds like
Uncle Sam had asked me to, and was willing to take
my chances with the others in the market,

“1 dug the potatoes in the rain and snow, with what
scant and poor help | oeuld get. | hauled part of
them to market, be-
cause the government
had said 1 should
market, at least one-
fourth of my crop

He might know

tural College and | when dug. The price
spent nearly a week in was from 80 cents to
Detroit going over the $1 a bushel. 1 really,
creameries’ plants and had to have more than
books.  We decided B AT S POTATOES that to pay me any
that the surplus is now b profit, but if folks
abolut_ 13%-h In ”Ior' CABBAGE needed potatoes, |
mal times the surplus Bt omox wasn't going to keep
is about 3% so that . ‘ )
the wunusual surplus mlne_ back. Here's
is, roughly 10%. We my first load of spuds,*
found that under pres- .matrfo | said to the buyer,
ent conditions the dis- ‘they’re a little small
tributors can realize a- on account of the frost
bout $2.50 a hundred but otherwise all good,
for. this surplus milk sound stock just, ais-
making butter, cottage good and better'n
chsese, etc. some of the big fel-

It was suggested to lows. | sorted out thé
the Commission that bad ones béfore | left
the proper solution of home. There are for-
the surplus question B ty bushels; jhey cost
was to lower the price, Nt FOOO AS DIRECTED &Y LAVS? me better than $40 to
of milk t9 the consum- Retailers are compelled now by ruling- Auntut igi hibit plainl ked i t Il food 9roW but I'm patriot-
er. | think the Com-  comoeditios, p v by g- v . X-uuu Auntu |%|muuu go exhibit plainly marked price ags on all foo

mission acted, wisely @ pound; fanmer pets 11.°

Look at_the gorices here, IS 1t any wonder t

Cabbage,

. . B e vee €
in not accepting this  the ‘Food Administration has control over aU methods and agents of distribution.

at the poor_ consumer cusses the farmer?
tatoes 3 geAts a pound; farmer Bets 1%.

qualities between tue prices received by the 6 gents; farmer

farmer and the prices paid by the consumer still rule %espite the fact that

ic and you can have
the load for $1 a bu.”
(Continued on page 8)

eans, 20 cents
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MICHIGAN CUT-OVER LANDS TO
SUSTAIN MANY FLOCKS OF SHEEP

That the cut-over lands of Michigan will soon be
supporting thousands of -sheep to the mutual ad-
vantage of the Western sheepmen who contemplate
bringing their flocks to the state, as well as the
owners of the land and the public at large, now
seems evident from the progress being made in
negotiations between large land owners and west-
ern wool growers.

The movement had its inception several months
ago when the Upper Peninsula Development Bur-
eau first suggested to the sheepmen*at the wool
growers’ convention at Chicago, the vast possibil-
ities of the wide stretches of Upper Peninsula
lands available for grazing. ' The wool growers
were at first skeptical but went to considerable
expense to conduct an examination of the claims,
and announced that they were satisfied that Nor-
thern Michigan and Wisconsin held great possibil.
ities for the sheep raiser. The many summer
drouths affecting the western sheep country and
the high freight rates have made it necessary for
many sheepmen to seek a new field.

The proposition was immediately taken up by
the Western Michigan Development Bureau and
the Northeastern Michigan Development Bureau.
In the face of the threatened wool shortage which
menaces the future success of the war, the matter
is being given serious attention not only by sheep-
men and residents of the parts of the state affect-
ed but by government officials as well.

Delegates from the* three development bureaus
of Michigan were in attendance at the recent con-
vention of Western wool growers held at Salt
Lake City, and the advantages of the various parts
of Michigan as a sheep raising country were giv-
en prominence in the convention.

The fact that 25,000,000 acres of sheep grazing
lands in the west must be vacated this year under
the terms of the Homestead Act, makes necessary
radical move on the part of many sheep owners.
It is estimated that nearly 25 per cent of the
western sheep owners will be affected by the terms
of this act. That a large percentage of them wilil
seek a new field in the cut-over districts of Mich-
igan and Wisconsin now seems evident.

Representatives of the various counties in the
Northeastern Michigan Development Bureau gath.
ered at the Hotel Bancroft Tuesday, January 29,
for the fifth annual dinner. .-

The possibilities of sheep-raising in Northeast-
ern Michigan was the chief topic' of discussion.
James R. Snody of Onaway was elected president.

HURON COUNTY FARMERS AFTER
FEDERAL LOAN ASSOCIATION

A movement is on foot to organize a Federal
Farm Loan Association in northwestern Huron
County in the vicinity of Pigeon and Elkton. Sev-
eral communications from that part of the county
have been received by M. B. F from farmers in-
terested in an organization of this kind. Farm-
ers in the vicinity of these villages who wish to
get in touch with others interested in organizing
a loan association can obtain the names of those
now working on the proposition by addressing this
office.

There are numerous farming communities where
the organization of Federal Farm Loan Associa-
tions would be of immense benefit to the farmers.
In nearly all of these communities there are farm-
ers who are interested, but who have hesitated/to
take up the matter as they have felt there was
not enough interest among the other farmers of
the community.

Any farmer so interested can obtain material
assistance by writing M. B. F. regarding the mat-
tre. This office may be able to put him in con-
nection with others in his vicinity who wish to see
a loan association established.

MICHIGAN AMONG LEADERS
IN DAIRY BULL ASSOCIATION

Michigan stands second among the states of the
Union in the number of active co-operative dairy
bull associations, and has the distinction of hav
ing been the first state in which an organization
of that kind was formed. There are eight active
associations in the state at present’, according to
the report of the dairy division of the Bureau of
Animal Industry of the Department of Agriculture.
South Carolina leads with nine.

The first co-operative dairy bull association to be
organized in the United States was promoted in

Michigan in 1908. For a number of years little
progress was made in promoting similar organiza-
tions, Within the last few months, however, sev-
eral associations have been organized which are
not as yet listed by the bureau as active,. The or-
ganization of an association in a community has
had a tendency” to immediately improve the live-
stock, as many farmers find it an incentive to pur-
chase thoroughbred cows, as well as the slower
improvement which results in buillding up herds
by breeding to grades.

The eight active associations listed .by the bu-
reau are as follows:

Fairview Guernsey Cattle Club, Fairview.

Leer Guernsey Breeders' Association Leer.

Climax Gurnsey Breeders’ Association, Scott.

Standard Holstein Breeders’ Association, Bruce

Crossing. . . o
Harrisville Brown Swiss Association,

Harris-
ville.

Litchfield Jersey Cattle Club, Litchfield.

Daggett Holstein-Feisian Association, Daggett.
Ray Holstein Breedérs' Association, Washington.

In addition to this a number of these associa-
tions were organized in the Upper Peninsula, as
well as several in the Lower Peninsula during the
spring and summer of 1917.

GRANGE MASTER EXPLAINS PRES-
COTT'S ATTITUDE ON $10.00 BEETS

In a communication to Michigan Business
Farming, State Grange Master John C. Ketcha t,
who is also chairman of the beet growers’ com-
mittee which was appointed to negotiate with the
sugar manufacturers for higher prices, explains
State Food Administrator’'s attitude on the ques-
tion of $10 beets. His letter iollows:

“Dear Mr. Lord:—Your editorial read with
much interest. You have hit the nail squarely
on the head, | think. Mir. Prescott did not in
fact press the $9 as a price. He merely offered it
as a tentative basis for discussion, disclaiming
any definite knowledge as to either cost of pro-
duction or of manufacturing. He did not announce
$9 as a finar price. The manufacturers merely
jumped at the suggestion of his $9 as a good
chance to get away from the $10 asked by the
growers. They were shrewd enough to see the
force of such a position and have been doing their
best since the conference to put the blame on the
growers for any lack of response. So far as | can
hear the growers are not signing in large num-
bers. Fraternally yours, John C. Ketcham.”

County Crop Reports

SANILAC (South)—Farmers are not ver\/Nbus and
hay is being pressed and some wood cut eather is
stifl cold and clear. Some potatoes and other vege-

tables have been frozen in cellars. Some hay and
stock are_on the mave at fair prices, but most farmers
are holdln?\I for hl%her- prices. Beans are not all
threshed.—N. J. V T.—Croswell, Feh 1

8ANIDAC (North)—Farmers are doing chores_ and
hauling wood ‘and coal when they can get it [Fields
well covered with snow insuring some’ protection to
wheat_and meadows. Some bean threshing to be done
et The majority of beans are dam{). Some pressed
ay being delivered at loading points. Most of the
hay sheds filled up waiting for cars to move it Live
stock wintering ip good shape.—G. T. A., Palms, Feb-
ruary 1

OSCEOLA (Central)—Farmers are doing chores
and cutting wood. Some are selllngDer_buzz wood at
$3.00 per cord, green buzz wood bringing $2.50 per
cord. There is nothing moving at present.” Plenty of
snow; temperature around and below zero most of the

time.  This township has lost one of its oldest pio-
neers in the death or L. G. Clark.—E. A., Evart, Feb-
ruary 2

BRANCH (North)—Farmers are doing chores and

cutting wood.” Are not selling. much. onditions are
such that farmers do not know just what to do.—F. S
Union City, Feb. 2.

LIVINGSTON (Northwest)— Another cold week and
farmers are not aomg much except their chores; all
buying some coal and cow feed when they can get
it. one of them selling anything at present; Quite
a number of jobs of beans yet to thresh, but cannot
et to them on account of the snowdrifts.—G. A

owlerville, Feb. 2

HURON (Northwest)—Very cold weather. Farmers
doing chores and digging wood out of the snow. The
roads are in bad condition. There is quite a lot of
shock corn_in the fields CE)artly snowed under.t tzr-11y

o the

and wood in good demand. Some grain- goin
market.—G. V\? El g gomng

kton, 'Feb. 1.

CHEBOYGAN (Northwest)—The cold has been se-

vere here the past week. It was so cold that seme
oung cattle had their_feet frozen, It was 32 below
riday night—O. W. B., Kiggsville,-Feb. 2

INGHAM (West Central)—Still verjrcold. The or-
der of the day is to turn out with your shovel to keep
the roads open. Feed is scarce and getting more so
all the time. If this-weather continues feed will be
very high and hard to get at any price. Some are

forced To sell stock at “low prices to save feeding.
Some horses have been sold to U. S. for army use. 1
see they are beginning to ur(“;/elz the farmers fo put in
large crops again.—C, I. M., Mason, Feb. 4.

MIDLAND (Northwest)— The weather has been
extremely cold the past week, as low as 35 below, zero.
Farmers ‘not doing much. A few beans going to market.
—F. A..L.. Coleman, Feb, 1. - -

CASSOPOLIS FARMER TELLS OF
TRIALS OF POTATO GROWERS

The daily press which plays up the occasional
story of the rare but fortunate farmer who has. a
huge yield of some staple in the face of adverse
weather conditions never finds space for stories
like the one sent in by A. J. Wenger of .Cassopolis.
If space were given to- stories like this by the
daily press the impression among many-city peo-
ple that the farmer was fast becoming a pluto-
crat, and was rapidly gaining control of the loose
wealth in the land would soon be dissipated.

Here is Mr. Wenger's story:

“1 paid four dollars for a bushel of very poor
seed potatoes last spring. One half acre was plant-
ed from this seed in hills. The frost caught them
in the fall, ana It was necessary for me to pay
$3.50 for a man to help me dig them in one day.
We dug 30 bushels in all, 14 of Grade No. 1,
and i6 of grade No. 2. The 14 bushels at 90 cents
a bushel amounted to $12.60. The 16 bushels
at 60 cents a bushel brrught $9.60 or a total or
$21.20.

“The actual expense on that one-half acre was

as follow's: \Y

Plowing, draggingand m a r k i n g $ 200
Plagtlng O e - -

Seed i B A o eo¥e 15.00
Cultivating four times .. ............ .. —e 2.00

Spraying once, ............ .-

I\A)an’g tqlm_e digging

My time digging ...... ........... - ..
One half day getting seed and one half day

delivering Crop ......ccccecceeeeeeeesen vuveenss - e,
Actua? cost oq‘ progg\ctlon onivestment or_land rental:
e Vree) 00

Aleee o

3&®

Received for crop.............. oo, e weeses> 21 M
Direct money 10SS....c.ccooevviuennene .- il.su

CONKLIN CO-OPERATIVE
CREAMERY BREAKS RECORD

According to the Conklin Enterprise, the fiscal
year of the Farmers’ Co-Operative Creamery at
Conklin, just closed, was the most successful In
the history of the organization.

During the twelve-month period a total of
$115,562.97 was paid out to the farmers. This
represents an increase of $44,000 above the gross
business of the previous year.

Every co-operative creamery ever organized has
had to go through the same shadow of uncertainty
and the same fire of criticism.- The Conklin
creamery has been no exception, but this enter-
prise has already passed thru the trying experi-
mental stages and has won the confidence and
patronage of the leading farmers of the vicinity.

The annual meeting of the company was made
the occasion for a gala day in which the farmer
stockholders, friends and families for miles
around gathered about a community dinner and
listened to several inspiring addresses.

It is stated that every member of the director-
ate was retained by the pleased stockholders, and
the old officers were re-elected. Mr. C. J. Lazenby
continues as manager.

DO FOOD ADMINISTRATION MEN
RECEIVE COMPENSATION ?

Will you please answer the following, questions
thru your valuable paper? Do our Food and Fuel
Administrators receive a salary or pay in any
way for serveces? Second, also our examining
boards such as physicians, lawyers or anyone con-
nected therewith? If so, how much and how are
they paid? Please answer and settle a disputé
between myself and neighobr friend.—W. E. Y~
Lapeer. :

No one occupying a position of authority upon
either thé Food or the Fuel Administration re-
celves a salary Clerical employees who do the
detail work are paid in the same manner as other
employees from a special appropriation voted by
congress. There are many objections to accept,
ance of the services of these men gratis, as the
system necessarily places only wellLto-do people,
who afford to give their time to the govern-
ment, but who for the most part are not in touch
with the common folks, in control of important
matters. Moreover, the people do not feel as free
to criticise mistakes that these men may make,
when they know that they are giving their ser-
vices free of charge, the most of them because of
patriotism.

We are advised by members of the so-called
“draft” boards that no provision has yet been
made for paying them for the work they are doing.
It has been rather vaguely understood that the
government expected to reimburse them a{ the
rate of $1 per hour for time actually put in, but
there appears to he nothing autboritive about this.
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WASHINGION LETTER

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Secretary of

War Baker has Bilenced his critics>

and the peanut politicians who

started the row, have fled to cover.
Under Hre of the senate investigating committee,
the Secretary of War disclosed military secrets
that should have remained military secrets. No
doubt the information has already been receive-
ed with joy by the enemy, who have been making
every effort within their power the past few
months to ascertain the magnitude of America’s
war preparedness. But there is a more optim-
istic side to the disclosures:. They have opened
the ‘eyes of the people to the gigantic problems
that had to be overcome and have strengthened
their confidence in 'the ability of the nation's
chief men to cope successfully with the situation.
Below will be found a summary of Mr. Baker's
statements before .the committee:

"America will have 500,000 men in France ear-
ly this year, and 1,000,000 more trained and equip-
ped will b# ready to follow as quickly as ships
can be provided. ;

"100,000 'men already in France, all provided
with improved Americanized Enfield rifle.

"Instances of inefficiency named by Senator
Chamberlain were isolated ones and not charac-
teristic of general conditions prevailing.”

“Thirty-two national guard and national army
divisions are ready to go abroad at once, if needed.

"France and England supplied the first Ameri-
can expeditionary force with artillery -and ma-
chine guns at the urgent request of these two
countries and to save ships for the transportation
of more necessary materials.

“Many plans worked out before the United
States joined the war were found impractical
and were abandoned on the advice of the allies.

“France as well as England sent to the United
States the most brilliant strategists, mechanical
experts, experts in supplies, experts in industry
and manufacture, and these men gave the war
departments the benefit of years of intensive
study and actual experience In the present war.

"Thousands of experts are aiding Gen. Pershing
Not mén with guns, but keen students of actual
warfare, who are studying the war from & scien-
tific basis and devising methods of combat.

“The entire regular army was not sent to the
battle line in France last year because it would
have been destroyed like the first British army
sent to France. Part was sent and part kept to
aid in training and form nucleus for the new army.
The purpose of sending the expeditionary force
was principally to bolster up the courage of the
French. i’

“Men were kept here for proper training first.
No more troops will he sent to Europe until they
are ready to meet the situation there.

"The Lewis machine gun was not approved by
Gen. Pershing for ground fighting. A better ma-
chine gun (the Browning) will soon be ready
for use. It has met the approval of army officers
here and abroad. '

“Nothing has been left‘undone to provide for
the welfare of the soldier. The Y. M. C. A and,
other organizations are giving valuable assistance.
Old men have been weeded out,of the service and
replaced with young men. Inefficient workers
have been dismissed and replaced by men of prov-
ed experience.” . o % =

The government has issued over five billion dol-
lars of insurance to thé officers and men in ser-
vice in the United States army and navy. The
insurance covers both death and total perma-
nent disability.l The average amount applied for
is $8397.* The maximum permitted by the act
is $10,000; the minimum $1,000. The cost is
very low,- averaging less than $100 per year on the
largest allowable insurance. On February 1st,
a total of over 600,000 persons had applied for
and received insurance, ' It is belfeved that this
figure will be increased to an even mil-
lion risks before another thirty days
have passed. Unquestionably the Gov-
ernment is both prudent and just in thus
providing for the future welfare of those
who may be dependent upon the soldiers
who do not come back from France/, or
return perhaps unfit to again take up
responsibilities of wage earners. _

X1Cl XGAN BUSINESS FARMING

has brought the situation to a climax, and will
compell Spain to show her hand one way or the
other in the very near future.lt is admitted
that Spain has no cause to love the United States.
She has been humiliated too often at our hands
for that. But Spanish commercial interests de-
pend upon our resources for much of their busi-
ness, and for this reason it is believed that Spain
will be slow to antagonize us, On jhe other hand,
the Kaiser- is laying many temptations before
her, and it is stated that German officers are to be
found in large numbers training the Spanish
army in the arts of the most modern warfare,
fijpft i @ * *x *

It has been learned with some surprise that
the actual war expenditures for the first year will
.fall short of the estimate by four or five bil-
lion dollars. Consequently, instead of the ten
billion dollars which Congress believed would
have to be raised before next June, the actual
amount will not be far from five billion. It has
not yet been definitely determined in just what
manner this additional sum will be secured. The
sentiment for a higher tax against incomes and
excess war profits, grows more pronounced, altho
the capitalists have been busy for some months
to discourage any such action. | do not doubt but
what a greater draft will be made upon excess
profits to secure future war finances, and the situ-
ation so far as the average citizen is concerned
is more reassuring at anyjtime since our entrance
into the war. . % % =

In order to encourage and strengthen indus-
trial enterprise engaged in the manufacture of
necessary supplies of war, the treasury depart-
ment has asked Congress for authorization to
form a gigantic war finance corporation, with
a capital stock of $500,000,000, which may issue
$4,000,000,000 in short term notes to needy indus-
tries. Less than a fortnight ago the treasury
department was authorized to purchase $100,000,-
000 of the federal farm loan bonds, and $3,000,000
of these have already been purchased, so that a
stimulus has been given to the work of financing
the farmer. When supplied with the cash, in-
dustry thrives, but a lack of funds and credit,
puts a damper on all enterprise.

EUROPEAN DEMAND FOR WHEAT
VASTLY EXCEEDS THE SUPPLY

*= The milions of women who are pledged to sup-
port the Food Administration have been called
on to multiply the wbeatless days in the week.

Additional instructions to- the already familiar
home card impress on the minds of our people the
necessity of sharing the loaf with the Allies.

In regard to the wheat sitpation the United
States Food Administration, Jarhiary 12, issued
the following statement:

“It is true that the Allies need from 75,000,000
to 90,000-,000 bushels more American wheat. It is
also true we have already exported the theoretical
surplus of last harvest over our normal consump-
tion. The American people have saved a consid-
erable amount, estimated from 25,000,000 to 50,
000,000 bushels, during the past zve months and
we are expecting this saving.

“We cannot and will not export more than our
savings, for our -own people must be also fed.
Thé Allies have reduced the bread ration to their
people sharply the last few days and if this lower-
ed ration is to be maintained we must save more
hitherto.

“We are asking the American people to further
reduce their consumption of wheat products and
use other foodstufis, instead, for the Allies must
also have some wheat as well as ourselves. It
is one of the vital issues in winning the war that
we must maintain the health and strength and
morale of their men, women and children over
this .winter."” *

"THE
UNITED STATES
FOOD ADMINISTRATION

says *;
EAT MORE CORN

>, (367)

Secretary of War Baker has officially- announced
that American troops have taken over a sector of the
western front in France. Just where they are lo-
cated is kept secret at this time. The trench trainin
has progressed much more rapidly than was expected.
Some time ago the first detachment of Americans

went into the front lines, but just as a matter of
training. French troops being kept constant’y near
at hand. During this period of training all classes

of the' military service have received their baptism
of fire, regulars, national guardsmen and. men of the
selective draft or national army. Their behavior
and aptness in learning the art of trench warfare
has resulted in their being assigned a definite sec-
tor and the entire defense of the same. Before the
summer’ campai%ns are well under way America will
have a half million men in Frande and another half
million ready for the transports.

All of the great German liners seised by America
at the outbreak of hostilities between this country
and Germany,.have’ been repaired and are now in the
transport service. Eighteen of them in this service
have landed thousands of American troops in France
during the past two 'months. Of especial note is
tpe repairing of engines of the Vaterland, now Lev-
iathan. They were left a complete wreck when the
German crew was removed for internment. It was
a common boast of the Germans that America could
not produce an engineer capable of repairing and op-
erating these complicated machines. Not only has
this been done in record breaking time, but the ship
has made the transatlantic trip at the rate of two
knots faster than her original owners were ever able
to make with her. The German ships will aid ma-
terially in transporting the half million men which
Secretary Baker promises will be in France by mid-
summer. - x %

Spain is reported to have placed an embargo on
shipments of supplies purchased in that country by
General Pershing, for use of the American expedition-
ary forces in France. The reason given by her offi-
cials 4s that the Spanish railroads have broken
down under the extra weight, but it is understood
that Washington officials have for some time felt that
a considerable element in the Spanish government
is German in its leanings and that German propoganda
has had a great deal to do with the present situation.
Inasmuch as Spain obtains much of her food stuffs
from America, this countr?/ is in position to yield
the whip hand by withholding bunker coal. It is
generally understood that Spanish vessels now in
American ports have been held up waiting the out-
come of the present difficulties.

The Italians have again assumed lhe offensive and
the Austro-Hungarian war office admits the_loss of
two important heights on the northern mountain front,
on the Asiago Plateau. The number of prisoners is
constantly increasing and the advance continues. The
Italian armies, assisted by their Allies, have again
become one of the dominant factors in the war, this
come-back having been -staged after the possibility
of future a%gressive action on their part had been
discounted prominent military authorities. Should
they be able to successfully continue the present
spring drive Von HindehbUrg will be compelled™ to
send reinforcements to the Italian theatre.

Michigan boys at Camp McArtjiur, Waco, Texas, .
have been having a fair Sample of Texan weather.
A severe cold snap and heavy snow storm recently
was followed by thunder showers and warmer
weather. The erstwhile frozen parade grounds-over-
night became seas of mud and water. As one Sam-
my expressed it, “After we lick the Kaiser and get
back to Michigan we'll think we're in heaven.” De-
tachments are constantly leaving camp for ports of
embarkation on the Atlantic seaboard. The boys are
well supplied with necessary equipment, good health
and high spirits prevailing.

General Crowder has issued new regulations regard-
ing selective draft physical qualifications. Men will
now be accepted haviing stature of four feet five in-
ches. One hundred pounders are also placed on the
eligible list, as are also those having flat and club
feet, providing these defects are not too highly devel-

oped. * g

When the airplanes which they were operating two
thousand feet in the air, came together, Edwin D.
James, Toledo, Ohio and Carl S. Mather, Paw Paw,
Mich., fell to their death. The accident occurred at
Ellington field, Houston, Texas.

It is officially announced that the first
draft army will be completed Feb. IS. At
that time will be sent to camp the final
quotas from those states which have not
furnished them up to this time. The sup-
pclf/_o_f clothing and supplies for this last
addition is being accumulated at the var-
ious camps before the men are called out.
It is estimated that an aggregate of about
75,000 men will be sent to the various can-

/tO «V tonments under thn new order. The date
of the second draft call-’ Is dependent on.
N
The administration is frankly worried /m eaP the removal of the_troops now in training.
over Spain. For some months it has Latest reports from Amsterdam indicate
bemi known that" the little kingdom has that the German military authorities are
f crushing the strikes in that country with
looked with more or _Iess favor upon an iron hand. They issued a proclamation
Germany, and has assisted the enemy stating that all employees who refused to
both directly and indirectly in furnish- resume wbrk on Monday, Feb. 4, would be
ing bases for her submarines and sup- tried by cogrtm?rtaal ﬁUthQrﬁEd to im-
; . ; pose sentenbe of death, with execution
plles_for her army; _The action of the within 24 hours after sentence.
Spanish government in placing an em-. The U. S t R F h
i e U. S troops now in France have
ba_rgo upon shipments Of_ ne_eded sup- taken over a sectFi)on of the French front
plies being sent to Pershing in France %rﬁd._ are trap%ldtlﬁl ?ettlng wtg _thke fight.
i i - i . eir part o e line is what is known as
via Spain, _and the retall_atory meas the Loﬂvaine. sector, and their getting into
ures of this government in detaining thﬁ' anl’"]|e W%S helbaldeg_ byfﬂ?h bf|_g gung
i i i . which have been benching for ire "an
Spanish vessels in American harbors; ool int Gthe. Boche Cranks.
AHLMiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiriimigHMiHUtGiiii-GigiMiiiinioiingiMisi i OHAheMauiiin-e-niiMiiiiiiiiiiingiiiiotiiioiiliiii-uHiii-tuiHMingiH-UiniiniuiinliiiduiniiiciiiiiiinoiMiiinaiini-histgiiiiiiiiHigiiMiiiie™



K-

4

MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING

“WHEN A FELLER NEEDS A FRIEND’

Prize Winners'on the T. E. Ornikshank (arm, Evart

“ELEVATORS SHOULD HAVE CULLS”
IS THE OPINION OF K. P. KIMBALL

Some time ago we laid before the bean com-
mittee at Washington the proposition of whether
elevators were justified in charging the farmer for
picking thp cull beans and at the same time keep
the cull stock. We also sent out a letter to lead-
ing bean elevators in this state asking their rea-
sons for claiming ownership of the culls. Most
of the elevators responded and cited in detail
their experiences and their cost of picking beans,
tending to show that they were obliged to keep
the culls to help take care of overhead expenses
including rent, fuel, interest and depreciation on
investment, etc. Two of the elevators stated that
they were voluntarily paying the farmers 1 cent
per pound for the culls owing to their greater
value at present time as a stock food.

Asked as to what prices at which elevators sold
the cull stock, Mr. Chas. Wolohan, who operates
warehouses at Birch Run, Hemlock, Davison, Ches-
aning and Fergus, replied as follows: “At pres,
ent time we are trying to get $40.00 per ton for
cull beans, but we are not able to move them at
this price in any quantity, and evidently will be
obliged to cut this price considerably in order to
get business. We figured that compared with
other feeds, we ought to get $40 per ton; but as it
is necessary to cook beans in order to make feed
of them, and as fuel is scarce and high, people
do not seem inclined to, buy them. Personally,
the writer is allowing 1 cent per pound for the
cull beans this year and last yearj on account of
their value being more than usual. Formerly
these beans would be worth but from ten to twen-
ty dollars per ton.”

The communication of Mr. Kimball of the bean
committee, upon this subject, follows:

“From what information we have up to date,
practically all of the elevators in Michigan are
paying from 4c to 5c to their girls for the hand-
picking. If they are buying on an 11c hand-picked
basis, they ada the cost of picking each pound
to the cost of pound of cullb; for instance, 11
plus 4, or 11 plus 5, as the case may be, making
a deduction for each pound of piokage of from
fifteen cents to sixteen cents.

“It is true that all the elevators

keep the amount of culls that they
take out, their basis of operation,
according to reports, being that if
the beans only pick one pound they
can handle a car in one, two or
three days, in, an elevator. If they
should happen to pick 15 pounds
they have to run the elevator on
the same overhead, paying for gaso-
line, shrinkage, etc.,, and it is im-
possible to pick a car of 15 pounds
inside of from three to four weeks.
They claim that the culls/ do not
begin to pay for the additional over-
head on account of the heavy pick,
apd if we force them to return the
stock to the farmer the cost of doing
business would necessitate their
lowering* their buying price quite
materially.”

None of these statements are in

tune with those made to the writer several weeks
ago. by the manager of a certain farmers’ elevator
up-state, that farmers should have their culls bac
and that one of the biggest sources of profit for
the elevators were the cull beans. However, this
publication will make no further comments upon
the matter, until our investigations along this
line are completed. We desire to be fair to all
concerned, and* if the elevator owners can show
the farmers why they should have the cull beans
if they are to continue paying the market price,
the farmers are fair-minded enough to grant their
claims without further questioning.

BINDER TWINE COMES UNDER
FOOD ADMINISTRATION CONTROL

Binder twine for the 1918 harvest will be con-
trolled by the United States Food Administration.
Binder twine manufacturers have entered an
agreement with the Food Administration. Com-
petition is to be eliminated and buying is to be
centralized.

The price of binder twine will not be as low
as in past years, but will-be reasonable, based on
the’ eost of raw material, a cost which .cannot be
controlled by the Food Administration. War ac*
tivities, high freights and similar factors, with
reasonable differentials for manufacturing, Will
enter into the controlled price. Without the con.
trol exercised by the Food Administration, it is
understood binder twine would be extremely high
in price this year. Arrangements already have
been made with the interest« supplying sisal, and
these adjustments tend'to stabilize prices, pre-
vent undue advances,#@to eliminate speculation,
waste and hoarding, giving the product to thé
consumer, ,as the Food Administration says, “at
the lowest possible price all things considered.”

Michigan has a more than ordinary interest in
the binder twine problem as this state has been
a large, factor in the solution of the difficulty of
supplying binder twine at fair prices. The Mich-
igan State Prison has one of the large binder
twine industries of the country, and has done
much in the past to help stabilize binder twine
prices for the consumer.

Thanks to your efforts Grand Rapids g
and our local grain, buyers are now pay- |
ing $2.09 for No. 2 Red Wheat. | am J
enclosing a new subscription.—EIli G. |
Roberts, Kent City, Mich.

D) == | —

ONE OF MICHIGAN’S SUCCESSFUL
CO-OPERATIVE ELEVATORS

A very successful co-operative elevator is in op-
eration at Bellevue. Although operated by the
farmers only a little more than one year, it has
paid a good rate tff dividends in the face of keen
opposition.

The elevator was purchased late in 1916 for
$7,000, by a few farmers who sold stock in the en-
terprise to the farmers of the vicinity for $10 a
share. Stock to the amount of $10,000 was signed
for, but only $8,000 worth taken.

At the end of the first year, it*was found that
the gross business had been $81,299.08, with net
profits of $1,400.

Coal sheds costing $500 were constructed, a re-
serve fund of $300 was created, and the remain-
ing $600 paid in dividends. Considering the cir-
cumstances, the farmers interested in the enter-
prise were well pleased. They received a fair rate
of interest on their investment the first year, and
in addition to that they have assurance that the
business is growing, and that there is sufficient
reserve to carry on the business apid meet all
demands.

AN ..mlmmm'm-ﬂ__ﬁlﬂmlﬂ
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AVERAGE MICHIGAN PRICES RE-
PORTED BY M. JB R. COUNTY MEN

Market reports submitted by forty.three M. B.
F. county reporters of the lower peninsula indi-
cate a wide margin between prices that are being
paid in different localities, which merely confirms
our previous statements that the problem of se-
curing a price-at local points commensurate with
prices offered on primary markets lies with the
local buyer. In sections where there is stiff coni-
petition, prices always rulgjnuch higher than in
localities where buyers are “friendly” or where
there isHho competition.

This is strikingly evident in the Greenjrille
market, which always quotes twenty to thirty per
cent higher prices than any other country market
on potatoes. Greenville farmers may thank kind
providence that an ..aggressive, and successful
farmers’ co-operative buying association operates
in that city, totally independent of other buyers.
Were there more of these, co-operative, farmer-
owned marketing organizations in Michigan, the
prices of farm commodities would not go so low
as they do under present conditioiis. = *

Average potato prices for the lower peninsula

during the week ending Feb. 2 was $1.28 per_cwt.
Beans are quoted at $10.00 per hundred at Crys.

tal Valley, Oceana: county. Two county represen-
tatives in Cass county report the market on beans
at $8.00. per bushel or better than $13.25 per cwt.
Another very strong market is at Millersburg,
in Presque Isle county, where beans were
quoted at $7.50 per bushel, or $12.50 per cwt.,
on Jan. 28th. The next best market is at Fenton,
$11.75 being offered by dealers for c - be” 8
on Jan. 31st. Other markets -report. jj>1050, $11,
$11.25 and™ $11.50. The average for the state is
$11.15. Other average prices for Michigan are as
follows: Wheat, $2.00; oats, ‘81 2-3; rye, $1.70;
hay, $21.42; butter, .43; eggs, .47; hogs, .15. 2-3.

NEW YORK POTATO SITUATION
EXPLAINED BY A GROWER

The following letter is from Mr. Daniel Dean
of Nichols, N. Y., who was formerly President of
the New York Potato Ass’'n, and one of the leading
potato authorities in the ‘country:

I have heard of your paper and would very
much like to know what is the prospective POtat®
acreage in Michigan for 1918. Here in New York
nine growers out of ten lost money on growing
the crop and the gcreage will be very much veduc-
ed for next year. Most of the city gardeners who
planted potatoes in 1917 will confine their garden
work to radishes, lettuce, sweet corn, and other
easily handled items.

The., outlook for potato growers in 1»18 looks
bad to me. If we grow a big crop we will be
urged to sell faster in order-to drive down prices
so city voters will get them »cheap. If the crop
is small as in 1916 those same city voters will get
it seized for sale to them at their prices. And last
and most serious of all. The English government
has now adopted the policy of encouraging potato
production instead*of holding down prices. Grow-
ers were forbidden to sell at less than 81c per
bushei here. The result was that the farmers
grew a record crop. Now they must dispose of
the surplus and some is offered at 45c per bushel,
Just as sbon as peace is declared any seaboard

4 cities can import those cheap potatoes at cost and
smash thte potato markets of the whole United
States. From my beginning in potato growing in
1904 Until the war there was all of every winter
a dead line of 70c at New York or about 60c here
which potatoes could not pass without bringing
in imports. It took but the threat to break the
market. The man who plants potatoes in 1918
must be a patriot indeed. He has one cnance in
ten to get pay for his time at farm labor prices,
one in a hupdred to get pay at city labor prices
and a good chance of being ruined. Of course,
as President Lowell of Haryard said at a New
England food conference “It is the farmer’'s duty
to sacrifice himself for his country.” When ask-

ed if the same obligation applied to
Harvard he ™replied, “Oh, that is
quite another matter.”

I note that the January 1st re-
maining stock of potatoes is 147
million bushels. This is a consid-
erably smaller amount on hand than
in several other years. It seems
that with anything like normal con-
sumption there would only be just
enough potatoes to last the season
out. As you know the. 60 millions
left last January (1917) was by
far the smallest on record. The
next smallest was in 1911, 90 mil-
lions. Any comparison with last
year's crop is useless because we
haven't ever had such a shortage.,

Would be glad to know how much
of the Michigan crop is left, the
prices growers receive, and the per-
centage of the crop lost by frost
in the sbil, and in transit.—Yourp
truly—Daniel Dean.
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BEAN BEARS*SHU
“HUG" 1 p MARKET

Press Stones Galore Telling About the “ Over-
Production** of Beans, Flood the Coun-
try for Purpose of Leadirfg Farm-
ers Into Selling at Low Prices

"l am enclosing a clipping from the Evart Re- .

view." If this article is as false as | think it to be,
will you please answer it good and strong through
the columns of M. B. F,, and f will see to it that
your answer is published in the Review.

“This article was doubtless printed in good
faith by the editor of the Review, but may lie the
means of scaring many farmers of this vicinity
into selling at the present low prices if it goes un_
challenged. Yours for success, E. R. Barber."

The clipping which was not set at the Evart
Review office at all, but was from a piece of “boil-
er plate,” procured ready to put in the forms from
a plate house, paints the bean situation in ros-
eate hues as far as the dealer and jobber are con-
m cerned. , =m - .V

“There is cheering reassurance in the news,”
says, the clipping, “that this year’'s crop of beans
will be much more than double the average yield.
As a rule the country produces 10,000,000 bushels
a year, but this year, experts agree the final fig-
ures may show a crop of 25,000,000 bushels. The
consumer this winter should find beans restored
to their normal prices.”

Three dollar beans are predicted in the clipping
wljich sums up the entire proposition as fellows:

“How many thousands of bushels of this year's
enormous bean crop the army and navy of this
country and the armies and navies of our allies
will consume it would be difficult to say. But the
experts are of the opinion that the crop is by no
means greater than the demands that will be made
upon it. Even so, there should be no shortage and
no exhorbitant prices. Bean eaters everywhere
will appreciate Mr. Hoover’s careful consideration
of the product, to the end that prices approximat-
ing the.ante-bellum charges may be restored.”

Contradictory to this is the crop report of the
United States Department of Agriculture fon De-
cember 1917, which places the yield of beans for
the entire country at 18,129,000, .only 6,000,000 bus.
higher than for i9I'6. M. B. F. has frequently
pointed out and as the average farmer well under-
stands, the Government crop.reports are invari-
ably from 25'to 35 per cent too high., Yet the in-
terests responsible for circulating the article above
referred to would convince the farmers that ante_
helium prices would be in vogue this year, regard-
less of the extreme food shortage of the world.

That .veiled propaganda of this kind frequently
finds its way into, the columns of country news-
papers through the medium of plate houses is well
known. The country editor is frequently unable
to discern the true significance of the article or
story from a casual reading." The editor of the
Evart Review should noj, be subjected to censure
for such an article appearing, as he doubtless
would not publish intentionally anything calcu-
lated to Injure the farmers, or which would have
a tendency to cause them to sell a staple crop at
loWer prices than they should rightfully obtain.

We caution our readers against placing too much
credence in reports of ;his nature as all too often
they are printed for the purpose of catching the
unwary.

DETROIT NEWS SUGGESTS GOVERN-
MENT CONTRACT FOR FOOD SUPPLY

The editor of the Detroit News seei. s to have
an unusually keen insight into the problems of
the fai/mers, and is recommending
that the Government contract for
the nation’'s food supplies in the
same manner as other war essen-
tials. The subject has received
considerable mention in the col-
umns of the News.

The arguments put forth by this
editor are ‘strikingly similar to
those advanced in these columns
several weeks ago. If other strong
agricultural and metropolitan news-
papers would take up the BubjeCt,
it is fair to hope that the Govern-
ment might do something along
-that line. '

e The following editorial is copied
complete from the Feb. 2nd issue
of the News:

J~ood will win the war.” Hardly

a brick wall or tight board fence in
the United States that has not borne

*°neJ ?0U
™
vauey jfarm.

unver, one of the .five hundred
army or readers last week, is tixa fortu nate owner.

MR s

MICHIG AN BUSINESS f ASKING
ml...
testimony to this fact for the pgst .«<nine

months and back of the statement is the authority
of the United States Government.

“Does the Gov't believe food will win the war?

“Undoubtedly. But the Government does not be-
lieve #it in the way it believes that armies will
win the war; that ships will win the war; that
arms and ammunition will win the war.

“As to these other things, the government has
conviction which leads to dynamic action, The
Government believed an army would win the war-
and that without an army the- war would be lost.
It did not say to the people, ‘Please furnish an
army; it is your patriotic duty.” It did not ap-
point local agents to make surveys and advise
with the people as to the number of men each part
of the country would be willing to spare. It
TOOK the MEN and MADE AN ARMY.'

“So it was with ships; so it was with munitions;
so it was with railroads. The time-honored sys-
tem of private ownership held sway in all these
industries. Delicate questions were to be consider-
ed. Some men's interests were advanced and some
men’s interests were interfered with, but the Gov.
ernment believed ships and munitions and trans-
portation were necessary to win the war and it
went after these things.

“The Government says food will’win the war,
but it does not proceed to get food in the same
way it proceeded to get men and guns and ships.
It has expressed itself with conviction and en-
ergy and efficiency in the matter of conserving
food but not in the manner of producing food. At
this point it seems to permit itself to be hampered
by the bogy of private ownership. And yet agri-
cultural private ownership is the most wasteful
and inefficient private ownership in the U. S.

“Other industries have been bidding in the open
market for labor. They got it. There is no farm
labor. Federal and state authorities engaged in
boosting agriculture as a war measure confess
they do not know where farm labor is to come
from this season. And yet we have this anamolous
situation in agriculture—which could'not exist
in any other industry—that the-system ddes not
break down. There is no farm labor, but there will
be farming. The farmers will do what they can
and let the rest go. ] 1

"It is this feeling of security and satisfaction
on the part of.the small land owner that has been
the strength and the weakness of the system. The
farmer always has been almost sufficient unto him-
self. He raised what he could, consumed what he
needed and sold the surplus. When prices were
low and help abundant the farmer raised much
and sold a great deal for a little money. When
there was no help the farmer raised a little and
had little to sell. But the price rose and the farm.',
er found he realized as much from the small sur-
plus as formerly from the large. The effort cost
him less. His remuneration was the same. Why
should he worry? All over the country farmers
are saying, “If we can get help we'will work our
land; if we can’'t get help we will raise what we
need for our own use and let the land rest.”

“This situation cannot be relieved by sputtering
about the lack of patriotism on the part of the
farmer or the foolishness of laborers who prefer
life in the city, with high wages, to low wages in
the country.. We might theorize in time of peace,
but in war we must act. If the Government be-
lieves its own slogan that food will win the war,
it must solve the problems of agriculture in the
energetic way it has solved the problems of the
other industries which it used to prepare for war.

“The Government could contract for food, guar-
antee to furnish labor and take over the products
on a basis of cost plus profit,-and it would get the
goods. There may be other ways to turn the trick,
but the ways must be found. Results will not come
through philosophy and moral suasion. The farm-
ers will raise the food if they can get the help,
find the market, have adequate transportation and
as reasonable assurance of profit as is given other
war industries. The agricultural resources of
this country are abundantly adequare to all our
needs and the needs of our allies. It is well to
conserve food -this year as much as is necessary,
but we shall be a stronger, more eager, more op-
timistic nation next year to meet whatever strain
this war may put upon us if we raise food enough
to feed every last one of .us all he can eat. Food
will win the war.”

“tractive farm scene suggests to our minds the wor

for he named it, “Pl|
county, an
d one new subscribers, who joined the

must have felt that same “way, . too,
It Isulocated near Wayland, in X&IIe an
an

' (369)

. Mr. John Striffler, Cass City’'s oldest pioneer, for
fifty-nine years a resident of” Tuscola county.

What story is more Interesting or filled with
such romance and adventure as the story of the
pioneer? From the day that Columbus set foot
upon the New Continent, the history of the Ameri-
can pioneer began. Step by step these rugged men
pushed back the western wilderness. The early
population of Michigan was mostly of French, na-
tionality. In 1806, a certain historian assures us,
there were 422 farms in Michigan under cultiva.
tion, comprising an area of about 150,000 acres.
The migration of English-speaking peoples, into
the territory began about 1830, and during the
next quarter of a century thousands of brave'and
sturdy men and women came from New York and
the New England states to hew farms and homes
out of the wilderness. In 850» the population of
Michigan was about 400,000; within another de-
cade it had almost doubled.

Mr. John Striker of Cass City is, one of the few
survivors of the early piofieejs who settled in
Michigan between 1850 and 1860. He was born in
Lancaster, New York, in 1833, and located* in
Tuscola county in 1859. At that timo the middle
tiers of Michigan counties were still in a state of
wilderness, the nearest store and postofflce to Mr.
Striffler's farm being 25 miles distant. But* he
persevered against the hardships of pioneer life
as many others have done before and since, and
finally won against the rugged environment. To-
day Mr. Striffler owns one of the finest farms in
the section. For the last ten years he has resided
in Cass City. But he finds his way back to the
old farm now and then and was roaming the
woods when ,the above picture was taken.

Readers, send us stories and pictures of the pio-
neers of your acquaintance. Let us live back
over the early days, tell over again the trials and
victories and impress upon the youth of today the
debt we owe to the pioneers.

WILL PAY HOUSEKEEPERS
TO CAN THE WET BEANS

It will pay the American housekeeper to follow
the moyes of the business world in food products.
For instance a large proportion of
wet beans was the result of late
summer rains and early frost. In
food value they are equal to the
dried beans, but unless they are
canned before the warm weather
they will spoil. The Food Admin.,
istration is urging as a patriotic
measure the commercial canning of
the maxiipum .quantities of wet
beans.' ~ !

This is a tip for housekeepers.
If your beans are not dry enough
to insure safe keeping, can them and
use them as needed. Cook thor-
oughly and proceed as in canning
of other beans. They will be handy
as a quickly prepared dish for meat«
less dinners and suppers.

By canning these wet beans you

d_‘pleas-

leasant can save for yourself and also do
Mr"R. H S .

M. B. F your “bit” in the conservation of

food for the Government.
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ALLEGAN ELEVATORS NOT PAYING
GOVERNMENT PRICE FOR WHEAT

“There are two local milling companies here
(Allegan), the larger of them is one of the strong-
est in southern Michigan, and other is owned by a
son of the head of the larger mill; so the milling
business is practically controlled by one firm.

“Now does a farmer, who had to get his money
out of his wheat to meet expenses, have to sell for
$2.68 per bushel, whieh is lower than the Govern-
ment price net for this locality, or would he be li-
able to prosecution if he markets his own pro-
ducts in a way to get actual cost of product or at
least to get the full Government price?

“The mills have always done custom milling of
wheat here until last week, charging one-tenth or
.208 per bushel for milling,'and allowing 58 pounds
of flour and feed for a bushel of 60 pounds re-
cleaned wheat. But there was not enotfgh profit
at those figures, so as you see by the clipping, they
hate put it on a cash basis of buying and selling
which gives them one-sixth of the wheat.

“Now is it a Government ruling that the mills
discontinue doing a custom business, as the clip-
ping tries to make the public believe or are the
mills using the Gov't, to make a goat of the farmer?

“We cannot hope to get any hep from our coun-
ty Food Administrator, as he is a member of the
Milling Company.

“1 asked the owner of the smaller mill what the
price of bran would be under the new ruling. He
thought it would be around $1.60 or $1.70 per cwt.
and that they would have to make up their loss on
their flour. He claimed that the Government
price on bran was f. 0. b. car lots. Is that true?
Also said that mixed feed meant tyran and mid-
dlings ground together. Is that true?-!1.®., Allegan.

“We are very much surprised to note that the
mill has not been paying the farmer the Govern-
ment price indicated for that section.

“We believe that he must misunderstand the
régulations, and we suggest that you furnish
specific instances of prices*as paid, to our Div-
isional. Headquarters, Room 2004 Second Nation-
al Bank Building, -Toledo, Ohio, as they are in
better position to give you; definite advice.

“There is nothing in the Government ruling that
prevents mills doing a custom business, providing
such custom docs not give the farmer or the mill,
supplies in excess of their reasonable thirty days’
.requirements.

“The Goverment'price of bran is f. o. b. carlots
at the mill, but no mill or jobber should take more
than a reasonable profit in excess of this price
when they make sales as a jobber or a retailer;

“You must realize that many small country
mills oceupy the function of millers, jobbers and
retailers, and are entitled to a reasonable profit.

“The miller is correct in stating that the mixed
feed meant bran and middlings ground together,
as it might mean several other mixtures.”—
United States Food Administration Milling Divis.
ion, By D. D. Davis.

WHY SELL CONDENSED MILK
TO THE CITY CONSUMERS?

Would it not be wise for the Food Adminis-
tration at this time to curtail the sale of con-
densed milk in, cans to city consumers who are'
within easy reach of the fresh supply from nearby
dairies? Is it not a -fact that, our boys and'our
Allies in France are (going without ,condensed
milk and cream simply because, the condensaries
of America, Switzerland and Denmark cannot
supply these vast fighting hoards. Is it not a fact
that the price of condensed milk has increased
all out of proportion with the price being paid by
the condensaries to the producer?

Recent reports have intimated that there is an
over-production of milk in Michigan which the
markets cannot absorb. This has been occasion-
ed, so they claim by the fact, that 14c milk hag cut
down city consumption 20 percent. The high
cost of dairy feeds and the small profits in the
dairy business have forced the sale and slanghter
of dairy cattle which should be the main stay back
of our armies. Our people, begged, cajoled, and
even threatened to save food and yet we cut off
one of the greatest fat and thus heat producing
foods known to loan. | am firmly convinced that
if a drastic order from the Foot! Administration

curtailing the sale of condensed milk to consumers #

who are within reach of dairies, which can sup-
ply them with milk, would in itself adjust all these
disastrous conditions now existing. | should be
glad indeed to open this discussion thru your
columns to have this presented before the Food
Administration, the Condensary owners, and oth-
ers, interested in this vital question. If someone
is making a profit out of the dairy business today,
it is not the producer.—G, M. S.r Wayne county

"Votir surmise that the domestic; consumption of
condensed milk has materially increased during
the past year 6r.more, is quite correct. We have
substantiated your theory-by opinions from two of
thé largest owners of chain retail stores in the
city of .Détroit, both of whom assure us that it
is their belief consumption has grfeajtly Increased,
because of their larger trade, in this commodity.
It is presumed that the higher price of fredh,
dairy milk hag driven the pooger people to using
the condensed" variety which does not sour, readily
and for those who like it, go a much longer way
than the same volume of theé raw product.

Whether or not the Food Administration has the
authority to make such a ruling as you suggest,
or power to put it into practical enforcement, is
a matter of doubt. We have referred yoUr letter/
however, to the Administration itself, and will be
glad to advise you of their opinion of thé matter.

HOW ALLEN PAGE OF ELWELL
MADE SUCCESSFUL BEAN DRIER

I will send you a drawing for a drier that I
thot that some of your readers would he glad to
get so as to make one to dry heir damp tyeans in.
| used one to evaporate apples in and it did .the
work perfectly. It was 16 feet long and the width
would be .according to the width of the screen ob-
tainable. It will be seen that there is three rows
of ' screens below the floor and two. rows more,
then another floor and two rows more above this
one. The bottom floor is two feet short on the
back end and the top floor‘ip two feet short on the
front end, so the heat and steam will pass around
these ends and gives a fine draft. >The screens
could be made of galvanized door screens and
should be square so they can be handled and

should be covered -one-half or three-fourths inch
deep with beans and slid in over the heater on the
bottom three rows of slides. After they are some
dried they should be taken out of the back end
and slid in above the first floor on the next
two slides and as they pass on to the front end
they should pass above the top floor and to the
back end and out. Care must be taken not to
scorch ‘the beans. A box like the one that | used
held 36 screens; Of course the cost will be accord-
ing to the lumber but if two or more buiid one to-
gether it would come cheaper and do the work of
tjie whole neighborhood. An old box heating
stove will do and run the pipe out at the side at
the back end so as not to be in the way of the
back doors. If anyone should care to build one
please write to me and tell the amount of work
you have to do and | can be of Service to you.
Tell the width of screen obtainable.—Allen Page,
Elwell, Mich.

CAN A MILLER PAY MORE THAN
GOVERNMENT PRICE FOR WHEAT?

“Would or could a local miller pay government
price $2.20 for wheat for home grinding? He
gets the same price for flour as any other miller
and what he pays less than government prices
is gain to him. If he ships in flour he adds the
freight. If he would pay $2.20 for wheat would
he violate the law?—®. R., Montague.

“In answering the question of prices, all gov-
ernment prices are figured f. 0. b. and to arrive*
at that price we take the terminal market (New
York) for example less the export rate which will
give you the f. 0. b. price. Thp miller then should
buy this wheat for a little less than the govern-
ment price so tne warehouse man or elevator man
has a chance to live, and their.price should be
governed according to quality or grade of the
wheat."—Food Administration *Grain Corporation,
H: D. Irwin, 2nd Vice President.
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FOOD ADMINISTRATION SAYS IT
WItL NOT CONFISCATE SUGAR

tfl ttye.report true that: the 'government is going
fb send but men to visit each home and take/all the
sugar you have except enough tp last 50 flays?

=Wetfc'earO they, were also, going to take flour and
pork. I.don't see how they can as the farmers
-only way to have pork and beef to use in the sum-'
mer .during haying and harvest, is to -butcher their
hogs and beef fluting the winter and salt and cure
it for summer’s Use. In regard to the sugar, a
lot of the. farmers raised sugar' beets and when
they 'delivered them to the factory, why, they'
were allowed not more than 400 Ibs. to a farmer,
and this sugar Was all gotten before they began to
say there was a shortage of sugar. If the govern-
ment had «.id the farmer could only get 200 Ibs.,
why, they'd have taken that much and been satis-
fied.—J. L. if., Mt. Pleasant.

“l wish to assure you that the press state-
ments you refer to in regard to the agents of the
Food Administration going into private homes to
ascertain the amount of sugar householders have

in stock, are very misleading and unfair to the .

Administration.

“It has been, and will continue to be, our aim
to secure voluntary co-operation and at no time
has this Department even considered such a.step
'as mentioned in the press articles you refer to, '

“We have in many instances asked people who
have over 60-day supply of sugar on hand to
make a report of same to' lhis office or to outl

local Administrator in their respective county”:

We hays, in some, localities, asked the.holders of
a surplus stock of sugar to release part of their
supply . for redistribution. We have had yet to
find one single instance where the holder of the
sugar*was not perfectly willing to share his stock.

“There is not a case where this had been done
that there has been a hardship worked upon any
ope. We will say in this connection- that while
the sugar shortage is so acute and knowing as we
do the cause of it, it is very unfair for any one
family to be holding 400 pounds of sugar when
there are many families going without and have
been without sugar for many days. So long‘as
the sugar shortage shortage exists we will contin-
ue to appeal to the more fortunate from a patri-
otic sense of duty standpoint to release their sur-
plus stock of-sugar, or in other words, what they
have in excess of a 60-day supply, to be redistrib-
uted in order that no one may suffer for the want
of this commodity.”—Federal Food Administra-
tion, F. D. Fitzgerald, Eexecutive Secretary.

The above letter should set the minds of our
readers at rest upon the alleged designs of the
government toward private sugar suppliés. <The
Food Administration has no power and will not
attempt to usurp the power to confiscate private
stocks. We are quite sure any such efforts would
bé resented and vigorously opposed by all. There
is a vast difference between forcing a man to
part with his legitimate sugar supply and asking
him oh the grounds of patriotism to share with
his neighbors. Michigan Business Farming
knows that it can safely assure the state food ad-
ministration, without consulting its readers at.
all, that it will find the farmers of Michigan
willing and glad to divide any surplus they may
have with their less fortunate city brethern if
the need becomes urgent. - i

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FARMERS' 1
PATRIOTISM IN JfANY WAYS

Is the United States Government buying' trucks
from the Republic Truck Works at Alma? There
have been men here from the Alma, plant who
said/they had to deliver them at New.York or
Philadelphia- and the farmers must beep the reads-
clean from snow for 16 feet wide for them to get
through. - Is this true?—J. A. M., Hemiocic. r

Jt is entirely possible that the government is
buying trucks of the Republic Truck Company,
but we have never heard of any law which gives
them authority to compel the farmers to keep the
roads open for their passage. Of course, if the'
farmers in "your neighborhood haven't anything
else to do, it might be a mark of patriotism to get
out and shovel the snow from the roads. Farmers,
you know, are expected to be super-patriotic, to
‘grow crops without profit, subscribe for Liberty,
bonds, and mayhap, shovel snow. >

AGENTS WANTED TO SPREAD
GOSPEL OF BUSINESS FARMING

There are thousands of business farmers in
Michigan who have never had an opportunity to
read this paper. They are as anxious as any of
our readers to solve the eternal problem of.mar-
keting farm crops at a profit. If,you or any mem.
ber of your family have a few minutes to spare
you can earn good money seeing these farmers
and taking subscriptions to. this paper.: Write the
Circulation Manager, Michigan -Business Farm-
ing, Mt. Clemens, for further particulars.
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MICHIGAN SHEEPS W/
RAISIIPOSSIBILMES

M. P. Hartman, Agricultural Agent of G. R.
& |. R. R;, Believes Opportunity is Openy
for Development of Sheep In-
1 dustry in This State

It Is officially reported from Washington that
the wool-clip in sight in the Uuited States will

| * provide .about 200,000,000 pounds of the 750,000,?
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000 pounds rejuired to adequately clothe the men
of our army and navy. In other words our pro-
duction will slightly exceed one-fourth enough
wool to make the clothing for o,ur fighting men."'
The folk at home are not considered in this cal*
culation, what they will wear is entirely contin-
gent upon what they themselves do to make wear-
ing apparel availlable. If needs be, perhaps, the
stage-version of the Hawaiian dress may prove a
last resort. Be that as it may the men in train-
ing and overseas must be provided with abundant
warm clothing and free of shoddy.

Twenty sheep,'it is said, must be kept working
to produce the wool for the clothing of one man
in the service. The average yield of wool per
sheep in this country is a little better than eight
pounds; thus, one hundred and sixty pounds of
wool per man. Of course, this is the weight as
sheared and sold, their grease and dirt- content
of the wool is about two-thirds of the gross weight,

T h e sheep and wool shortage hot only affects this

country but is true in every sheep raising country
abroad. For example, Australia suffered a drought
which reduced her flocks by 12,000,000 head, and
the war has required the slaughter of'millions up-
on millions of head that would otherwise have con-
tinued as wool producers. Our average annual
imports for many years past have exceeded 300,
000,000 pounds. This year, to take care of our
shortage, at least in part, we shall perhaps be able
.to make some imports from Australia and Argen-
tina.

We, in Michigan find a certain keen delight in
believing that our resources, productions and so .

on are sufficient to make us self-sustaining, if, as ,

a stafe we so choose. What a fallacy! Of sheep
we have about, one-half of one animal per capita
which if all were sheared would yield enough
cleaned wool fibre to make about one-third of a
suit of clothes for each man, woman and child in
the state.

The western ranges have in the past contributed
largely to our wool production, but the homestead
act now works against this source of supply. It
is said that some 50,000,000 acres will be taken up
in the spring and this will affect about 25 per cent
of ,the sheep now in range.

A heap of additional statistics and ‘comparisons
might be set up to bear further on the seriousness
of the wool situation, but we shall reserve the
space to discuss the solution of the problem, rec-
ognizing in the first place that we are face to face
with a proposition that calls for quick and big
efforts. Ordinary procedures will never suffice,
Big men, big money, farms, ranches, wide vision
and concerted action, must all be united in push-
ing the project to an early and successful conclu.
sion. But how?

First,—though a bit timid In offering the sug-
gestion because of the present day commonness
of urging a war or ruling for almost every con-
dition' arising-—1 believe that the situation war-
rants a law that will absolutely prohibit the Kill-
ing Of lambs and desirable breeding stock for
the next three to five years. In submitting this
thought | have particularly fn mind the conserva-
tion of -the western flocks which are now subject
to heavy slaughter and are greatly needed as
foundation breeding stock to speed up the neces-
sary production. This, of course, will inconveni-
ence some who want their regular diet of leg-0'-
lamb, mutton chops, etc., but their appetites will
have to be sacrificed to the more important duty
of clothing our fighters who must come first* in
evety instance. Then too, some wool growers*
will naturally object on the grounds of no winter
feed, etc.,-thus a desire to market their lambs in
"fall. These are mere details incident to the main
issue, and with the woeful shortage and high pric-
es now obtaining and bound tor* many years, we
believe that the details are absorbed* at the outset.

Secondly,—more sheep should be 'found on more
farms. The assistant Secretary, of Agriculture
has expressed the opinion that sheep ought to
be raised on at least one in every two farms;
whereas, in the United States the average is sheep
on one farm in seven; and in Michigan about one
farm in four. The Michigan average is about 42

Hilgun! Mimilliin milt
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.per head averaged from $3.43 to $4.50.

MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING

sheep; -per farm for all farms' reporting. Once

pur state ranked the-sepond in-the Union in quin-'

ber of sheep produced, this was reduced to eleventh
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-place last year and the reason is quite logical—fory

a period:of 39 years prior to 1906 the average
price per sheep on January 1st each year at no time
reached $3.00; between 1906 and 1915 the price
In 1916
$5.17, in 1917 $7.14 and on January 1st of this year
according to the Secretary of State the farm value
was $13.34 per head. Perhaps, some who had
sheep to sell found this price current, but some
who wanted to buy found a much higher figure de-
manded. The prices for wool were corresponding-
ly as low during the different periods named:
Briefly then, ij; simply didn't pay to raise sheep
and naturally the farmers’ discontinued .the Indus-
try., However, conditions are vastly different to-
day, and only a hopeless pessimist can see noth,
ing but a most promising future for sheep hus-
bandry.

Michigan’s greatest facilities to increase wool
production, will be found ip the utilization of our
present idle acres of which we have approximate-
ly 12,000,000, and if each acre would support one
and a half sheep- the year 'round, then our con-
tribution to the national supply by thos means
alone would total some 18,000,000 sheep produc-
ing enough wool to clothe an army of 90,000 men.
Michigan’s cut-over lands will graze from two
to six head, a conservative acreage of about three
head per acre. To convert this idle land into pro-
ductive acres, the owners, in large part, signify
a very commendable willingness, and hundreds of

"Sheep are this most profitable stock for Northern
Michigan at the present time,” writes Samuel
Hertzler of Glennie, Alcona, county, to Michigan
Business Farming. “Our sheep increased 200 per
cent last year; one sheep’s three lambs and wool
were worth $60. Many thousand acres of idle pas-
ture land in Alcona county, which would grow fine
.mutton and wool, if stocked with sheep.MDhe above
picture is of Mr. 1Jertzler’s little son ahd one of his
profit-making sheep.

thousands of acres are being offered cn most at-
tractive terms. It is hoped that we may attract
some of the flockmasters from the western rang-
es with their bands of sheep. But we cannot rely
solely upon them, we must devise other means
of bringing in sheep from the farmers and others
who want to get into the game. And this devel-
ops the matter of financier is, or ought to be, in-
terested. Some groups of bankers seem to have
worked out a plan to amply meet the situation. In
any event funds will have to be made available,
and this being a vital part of the program, dila-
tory action is not in order, if we are to realize
the ultimate object.

Finally, to increase wool production we should
seriously consider increasing the amount of wool
per sheep. - If, by selection, careful breeding and
otherwise, some breeders can double the wool
production per animal in their entire flocks, it
seems' reasonable to conclude that others can do
about the same thing. Eight pounds per fleece,
the average in this country, is altogether too low.
This, none will deny.—W. P. Hartman, Agricult-
ural and Industrial Agent, Grand Rapids & In-

diana Raitwaf Co.

In the face of such poor returns from the bean
crop, the record made by Herbert Spencer of Ar-
mada is considered very exceptional. Mr. Spencer
planted 9 1-4 acres' of beans, and harvested 225
bushels. He was fortunate in getting the beans
under shelter before they had been wet, and as a
result had a first class grade which have been
much in demand for seed. He has been getting
$8 a bushel. *

V COHOCTON, : STEUBEN -COUNTY, NEW. YORK,
January 29fh,1918— Owifig to the continued cold
weather and the- great abundance of snow
.in- this particular-section or the State, it has been
very difficult tg move potatoes ,with any certainty
of protection.;, Thé market seems'to be -strong and
improving from the.previous week, while the de-
mand is good. A;few potatoes are'being marketed
and whenever thé weather conditions will permit
thé growers are taking advantage of them and
marketing a, few hundred bushels of their crop.

The general feeling of the growers in this

' State seems to be that they aré expectant of higher

* prices,- thah those offered for :their”produce. Ow-
ing to the,;unusual short, crop in this section to-
gether with the high price for seed, some growers
are consequently hdélding the remainder of their
crops for these expected prices.

Another thing which promises to have an in-
fluence upon the prices offered' here, is the or_
ganizing of the growers for the purpose of ob-
taining more money for their produce. This will
evidently, have a serious result upon the potato
merchants, who this week are offering $1.80 per
cwt., for firsts and $1.00 for seconds while the or-
ganized growers are obtaining considerable more,
especially for the seconds. The use of the 1 15-16
inch screen in grading continues to be mucu dis-
cussed throughout the state. The use of this in
normal seasons would not be as noticeable as it
is this year because of the small size of the tubers
due to the short season together with the other
evils which the growers experienced this year.
But nevertheless a moderate temperature for a
few days would result in the moving of a few

thousand of bushels from this vicinity —Osmond
E. Nolile. *

NAPLES, ONTARIO COUNTY, NEW YORK,
February 1st, 1918—The movement of potatoes
was nearly stagnated by the unusual weather
conditions during the month of January, which is
usually considered one of the best winter months
for potato marketing, and so far as price goes, it
has been so this year. Frosted potatoes have been
taken to the market freely—some showing only
dark coloring, while others are soft and easily de-
tected. Potatoes darkened by low temperature are
usually worthless for seed purposes, but are eat-
able, though not first-class. Such potatoes haVe
a tendency to demoralize the market.

Frost has entered cellars deemed safe for pota-
toes. In a few cases losses up to hundreds of bush-
els are reported from this cause, potatoes stored
in barn basements at last digging time have been
entirely destroyed In a few cases. The late fin-
ishing of potato harvest and the early coming of
cold weather are responsible for this loss. Those
destroyed in barn basements were as a rule, dam-
aged before digging—considered hardly fit to place
In house cellars. On driving on scales with a load
of potatoes recently, the first question ashed by
the buyer was, “Were they dug before the freeze?”

One dealer here is using a sorter with a belt
having meshes of the old-time size, but the rest
are making seconds of everything 1% inches' in
diameter and under, except the very smallest which
go into the thirds. The seconds thus taken out
are suitable for seed or for eating. Farmers feel
much dissatisfied with this method of handling
their potatoes. Prices are $1.70 per hundred for
firsts and two-thirds as much for seconds

Many unripe beans are being offered for sale*
especially among red kidneys and marrows. Yel-
low eye beans seem to have ripened sufficiently to
be safe for seed. Few beans will be planted with-
out testing, for the germs are about as easily in-
jured by severe cold as corn. Yellow eye beans
are selling for $12.50 to $13.00 per hundred and

other varieties about a dollar higher.—C. M. Drake'. ,
* * * *

An important and impressive result of the war
in Europe is the general degeneration, through
lack of manure, of the soil in regions which have
been stripped of their livestock. Shortage of ships
has also compelled a general abandonment of at-
tempts to import fertilizers. Reduced yields per
acre in the Allied countries increase the responsi-
bility which America, and especially American
farmers, must shoulder.

With the world’s supply of ships about 20 per
cent short of normal and the Allies’ need for food
, imports increasing, the following facts about ship-
ping will interest American farmers: A ship can
make two trips from the United States to Europe
and back in the time required for one round trip
to the Argentine. And it can make three from the
United States to Europe and back in the time re-
quired for one round trip to Australia or the In-
dian Ocean.

Shortage of ships has reached the point where
the Ipng journeys must be given up and the ships
used on the trans-Atlantic routes. The great task
of rural America this year will be to supply enough
food to load these ships and those which are being
built.

7
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GOVERNMENT EXTENDS ITS CON-
TROL ON LIVE STOCK FEEDS

By proclamation of tlie President which takes
effect February 15th, livestock anti poultry feeds
are placed under the supervision of the U. S. Food
Administration in addition to bran, cottonseed
products and other staple commodities already so
controlled. Alphabetically arranged, the feeds cov-
ered by the new regulations are:

Alfalfa, animal _©r fish products or by-products
baled alfalfa, baled hay, baled straw, barley, beans
broom corn, buckwheat, cane seed, copra, corn
(ear), corn (shelled) dried brewers grains, dried
distillers grains, dried yeast grains, emmer, fet-
erita, grain and seed screenings, hay, kaffir, len-
tils, linseed oil cake, linseed oil meal, malt sprouts,
millet; milo, oats, palm kernel, palm nut, peanuts,
peas, rice, rye, sorghum grains, soya beans, spelt,
straw, sugar beets, sugar cane, sunflower seeds,
tankage, velvet beans, wheat.

With specified exceptions, all persons, firms and
associations importing, manufacturing, mixing,
processing, storing or distributing these; feeds are
required to secure a license from the IL S, Food
Administration and be subject to its regulations
for the duration of the war. The exceptions in-
clude farmers, gardeners,
tions of farmers and gardeners (including Hive-
stock farmers), common carriers, and retailers
whose gross sales of food commodities do not ex-
ceed $100,000 annually.

The purpose of the control is to prevent specu-
lating and hoarding, to stabilise prices and secure
distribution through most direct channels.

The theory of this ruling is that on and after
February 15th, the farmers of Michigan should be
able to go to manufacturers and dealers in the
above commodities and buy them at a much less
price than the present time. We dont 'believe
it will work out any better In practice than other
“regulations” attempted by the government. We
would be interested, however, in knowing the re-
sult of our readers’ opinions on this, it

A COUPLE OF TIPS TO THE
HARDWORKING FARMERS

In the January 29th issue of M. B. F. | noticed
the advice In regard to wet beans and to dry them
temporarily to hole them. | acknowledge same and
would like to give a tip to those in despair. Get
busy and spread the beans 20 inches toiek, select
a few good sized stones and heat them in the
oven, then put each one in a grain sack and drop
into the' bin. , li they will heat the stones every
day and change to different places in the bin, the
wettest kind will rattle. Be sure to dry the.sacks
each time they are removed, as they will draw the
moisture.

Another thing | want to mention. The farmer,
in order to have a chance for his life should be
protected legally. We grasp for our farmers’
myeekly as our only hoPél Neow forHBUMEAHce
rendered, we are allowed barely enough to. pay
expenses. A living is never mentioned; we work
all day long, and figuratively speaking, are counted
as sheep for the slaughter. As a farmer, | know
this and know also that in many respects we our-
selves are to blame. Voters should co-operate and
see if a minimum price cannot be set on the great
necessities for now and all time. Then the spec-
ulator would be a grain beyer insiead of @ sload
pcufffr and rope"“puller.- W. R. C., North Shade

enter.

TROUBLESOME DAYS AHEAD FOR
THE MICHIGAN FISH “TRUST*

All trusts have their day. The Michigan fish
“trust” is now enjoying the heyday of its control
of the fishing banks and fishing markets, but if
the plans of Game Commissioner John Baird car.
ry thru, the “trust” will be “hooked” and the
price of fish will go down.

Commissioner Baird wants the 1919 legislature
to formulate changes in the fishing laws which
will give the state direct control over the busi™
ness for the purpose of keeping down the prices
to the consumer. At the présent time the price
of fish is away beyond all reason. In Detroit and
other large cities common perch sell for 20 to 25
ceiits a pound, and Mr. Baird declares that there’s
no excise for it. He declares that fish can be
sold way below present prices and still permit a
reasonable profitJo all engaged in the transac-
tion.

Altho technically speaking, the state owns all
the fish abounding in native waters, it has no
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control over the prices at which thejpommercial
product is sold. Consequently ,the “trust” which
has its, biggest held of operations in the Saginaw
bay, not only has usurped the privileges of the
smaller fisherman, but practically dictates the
market prices. Mr. Baird’s idea is to give'the state
a weapon to hold over these fellows and make
them come off their “perch.* . &

Beginning Feb. 15th, all shit water fishermen
and distributors of seafood come under control of
the U, S. Food Administration, but this control
does not in any way touch those engaged in the
fresh water fish business.

~Fremali parts afabusy*

.. The United ;States Shipping hoard plans to con-
struct concrete vessels.on an_extensive scale. Already
contracts for this new type of boat are being let.

Auto saiesraenn tel! Us that seventy per cent of the
automobiles in the United States are” owned b'Y' farm-
?e'{?geﬂ)—/he farmer gees in for the general utility car
_Holland has ordered the closing of two hundred dis-
tilleries producing gin, to conserve the grain. .

Deposits of asphalt that are believed to be practi-
Icgr”xesmexhaustlble have been discovered in the Phil-

Experiments are now beto£ made in New Jersey

with fish skin for .use in making shoes. Skins of the
orpoise, whale and sturgeon are used and if the
br}\l/(?entlon is successful, shoes will drop 50 per cent in

_In Charlotte, Michigan, they propose to have a fniil
nicipal sugar bush, in"which évery maple tree in town,
will be used. The trees will be,tapped by an expert
and the s&ﬁgar %old at co?t to the residents, thus help-
|n?_|tc_)_re ce the sugar famine.

Haiti has forbidden the export of foodstuffs to noun-
tries at war with the United States and countries as-
sociated with them to war. ] o .

Many big fires were recorded in_Michigan durln_/g
January, more than during the entire year of 1917.
The estimated loss to this one month to the state is
$1,150,000. .

Cats and dogs as well as horses are heing eaten by
the %e?#le ef Holland, and cat -meat bein'» considered
by them the most palatable of all.

WHAT CROPS WILL YOU />

PLANT NEXT YEAR?

We were well pleased with the response which,
was received to our appeal for statements of the
number and kind of crops which our readers are
planning to raise next year. In next week’s issue
we will publish the returns received up to that
time. They will prove not only interesting but
valuable. In the meantime, we urge every reader
who has planned his next year’s crops to fill out
the coupon and thereby help us compile informa-
tion as to the approximate acreage of the more
important crops that will be planted in this state
the coming year.

Are you* planning to raise more or to raise *
I less of wheat, oats, barley, -rye, corn, potatoes, |
m peas, beans, sugar beets, vegetables, fruits, hay,:
horses, beef cattle, dairy stock, sheep, swine,*
m poultry, or for feed carrots, mangels, rutabagas, |
J sila?e? A .
a Please fill out this coupon, sign your name I
1 and postoffice address and mail to the editor |
, of Michigan Business Farming,"Mt. Clemens, .
J Mich. Your Same will be held in strict con- m
m fidence if you so request.
| | am planning to raise this coming season: >
m\(Please state approximsky muoroer oA evted® M m
| the principal crops, or head of the principal |

live stock.sJ

My acreage and live stock production last
| year were
Name
Address ciiiye e oo e (£ 22
I (Important—If you are unablé to give this |

I information now, please keep this coupon until i
your plans for next year’s production have been’'sm
~completed:)

HOW FARMERS MAY SECURE
HELP FOR COMING SEASON

Antyrill-need farin help for the season of 1918 and
am Writing M. B. F. as suggested in the last-issue,
for aid in finding it. | would pinch prefer an ex-
perienced man if such could be found, but- as thAt
Is most improbable, | 'will hhvh- to look where
prospects seem best. I|-have 80 acres, keep at
present 8 cows, a few hogs, and will have 15 or
20 acres of corn, 10 or 15 awe» of oats, besides
hay, wheat and pasture. | need -help that is
able to do the heavy work,, as my health is not of
the best. | do not want a tobacco smoker nor
chewer, but one of clean morals and trustworthy.
However, | don't expect perfection, but as he will
be one in my family you will understand how 1
feeL Hoping for favorable report in finding a
good boy.”—E. R, F.. Waterviiet.

"l have just received your letter enclosing a
communication from Mr. B. R. Fitch of Water-
viiet. We shall be glad to help Mr. Fitch. | have
written Mr. H. J. Lurkins, County Director of the
United States Boys' Working Reserve in Berrien
County, hose address is Benton Harbor, and have
directed him to help Mr. Fitch to secure a man
if possible, but if not, a good husky young man,

“The United States Boys' Working Reserve,is
just in the process of being organized and the
boys who are being enrolled are mainly high
school' boys wholwill be able to work only from
about May 1st to November. 1st. However, ih
many counties young mpin ¢are enlisting for ser-
vice to go out whenever they are needed and |
am sure that Berrien county has a number of such
young men who are anxious to get into the' game
and help win (he war by farming.

“l shall k-jep in touch with this matter until
Mr. Fitch rece«’le7 assistance.

I wish to'thank the-Mi& hgan Buskher« Farm-
ing for its assistance in bringing to our attention
Mr. Fitch’'s need, | hope that we may hear ‘from
hundreds of farmers now, so that the machinery
may be put into motion at once to provide them
with help for this coming summer.~Charles A.
Parnells, Federal State Director U. 8. Boys’ Work-
ing Reserve.

GRADING RULES TO BLAME FOR
PRESENT POTATO SITUATION

{Continue from page 1)

m'Did 1 get it? | did not. The buyer put them
oyer a sorter, that 1 had never seen or heard about
before. ‘We have to grade 'em now, he «aid, 'gov-
ernment ruling.” And so they were graded, and |
hauled back home fifteen bushels of as nice po-
tatoes as- anyone could wish for, and fedlthem"
to the hogs.

“Will 1 sell my potatoes that way? | will not.
I'll quit growing potatoes .before I'll let them
take out thirty per cent gr more of my stock and
call them culls when people in the cities are fairly
starving for potatoes and prices,are beyond the
reach of many. . - g -

“Figure it out. 4Q'busheis of hand-sorted pota-
toes. cost me $40. And naturally i cau.'t sell 40
bushels for less than $40. So if the dealer will =
buy dhly 25 dut of th€ 40 bileh@ils, and there is*ho T
market for the other 15 bushels, you can readily
see that my price per bushel must be raised so
that | can still get $40 on my load of potatoes.
In this case, I'd have to get $L60 per bgshel .for
my 25 bushels, whereas if | could have said my
entire load as in former years, l.need-only to have
had $1 per bushel”

“That's the-reason why | didn't sell my pota-
toes last Jail. That's why my neighbors didn't
sell their potatoes last fall. That's n~hy the po-
tatoes weren’'t moved fto market last fail when
they should have been, and that's why potatoes
are scarce in the cities ana the. prices are high.” m

And there you .are, seers and sages, dealers and
theorists, city “editors and consumers. Fix the
fact solidly in’your mind, that the blame for the
high prices potatoes rests not upon the weather
man, the railroads nor the profiteering farmer. It <
rests upon «the shoulders of*lwp rnen-at Washing-
ton who for the sake of their precious hobbies,
aided and abutted by those who falsely called
themselves representative of the farming- inter-
ests, saddled thé farmers with unjust grading
rules without a day’s yarning and robbed him of
the chance to dispose of his potatoes at a fair and
profitable price. » Y-
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Y WHEAT
grade Detroit Chicago New York
No. 2 Red 217 215 2.25
Mo. 3 Red EM 2.12 - 2.22
No. 2 White 2-15 213 2.23
No. 2 Mixed 2.15 213 2.23

There is but little change in the
wheat situation. Terminal market re-
ceipts are very small and many mills
have been compellled to turn to min-
ing the substitutes in order to contin-
ue operations. There seems to be an
iider current of belief that the gov-
ernment has over-estimated the pres-
ent wheat crop and that wg are due
iui a pinch, of supplies before the crop
of 191& is available. Many authorities
assert that this country can espare
only 150,000,000 bushels of wheat at
the outside. Exports up to January
were around 02,000,000- bushels. The
Allies are now to get 75,000,000 bush-
els and the neutrals 25,000,090 bushels,
making a grand total of 102,000,000
'‘bushels which is 12,000,000 over the
amount originally believed to be the
limit of pur available export surplus.
Now, if If£ is a fact that the Govern-
ment overestimated the crop, it will
be readily seen that we are going to
need wheat badly before the next crop.
It will stand us all in- band to cheer-
fully comply with the new-flour regu-
lations, and conserve the present sup-
ply to the utmost,

A
GRADE Detroit Chisago New Tork
No. 2 Wkite
Standard .89 1-2 90 i oe
Nw. 3 White .89 .80 101
Ne. 4 White 88 .83 1-2 100

Very little ebange noted m the oats-
situation, “applies do not increase at
terminal points and the movement
from country,elevators has been de-
creased father than increased during
-the last week,.- Eastern markets do
not receive sufficient stocks to take
care of the consumptive demand, from
day to day, to say nothing of any ac-
cumulation to act as a balance wheel.
Growers seem to be free sellers, and
there is still a good suppl® back, the
entire problem, being one of transpor-
tation. This would have been serious
enough under ordinary Circumstances,
but with the urgent demand from the
various cantonments, the increased
domestic consumption, 'export require-
ments, etc.~the wonder Is that eastern
points are receiving even the amount
airlving at present.

Country elevators.generally, and es-
pecially those of Michigan, are hold-
ing large stocks of high priced oats.
They are anxious to move them but
find it impossible at present. Nat much
improvement need be looked for in
the way of equipment, until much lat-
er, and in the meantime present pric-
es, and perhaps» sowewhat better, may
-be well maintained. '

CORN

GRADE Detroit Chicago New Tack
No. 2 Yellow 1.91 # 180 t.nt-z
No. 3 Yellow 1.9# 1.78 181
Nia. 2 Mixed 187 XT*

The Government at this time is put-
ting forth /every effort to increase the
car supply in the corn belt. During
the past week .the. movement of this
cereal increased to a certain extent
and with an increase In the number
of ears,available this increase should
be more pronounced from this time
on. There is only~a month or six
weeks in which to move the wet grain
if it is to reach the driers before the
coming of warmer weather causes se-
vere losses. -

Stocks have not increased to any
extent at any terminal p?*at and the
prices have held up to last ‘week’s
quotations. The demand is- so great
for good offerings that it will no doubt,

MICHIGAN BUSINESS

FARMING

CHICAGO WIRE-—k« recent Mfwe weather has cut off receipts of grata |
= MDthat the market is without enough grain to meet the daily demand. Dealers , s
H fee? that it will take some time for though corn to arrive to have any material =
=s' eirtoet on tlx» market and some 04 them ‘say net inride of several month.«.
1:; CIXCINNATI WIRE—Lack of supplies forcing hay market higher. An ad-

§ vance uf $1 to |2 per tow reported although local dealers do not expect this to

H hold under mere favorable conditions.

= DETROIT STECUE—Hay market Arm and reeatpts light.

I demand and prices higher.

nQ

Poultry in good

s
Eggs more scarce than ever and storage supplies g

=- owut exltansted. Very few potatoes moving, bnt market firm.
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be able to sustain prices for so-pe time
after increased movement starts. Af-
ter the storms of that pert, of the win-
ter which has passed, shippers and
receivers are looking lor better con-
ditions s© far as the weather is con-
cerned, and this would materially as-
i sf shipping.

We do net look for much change
(luring the next week, although with
b iter weather and an increased move-
ment the price might work off just a
little; It will certainly take some time
to bring about much of a change

*

Rye has been about the only grain
showing any activity during the last
week. Shortage of jsupplies™at aB ter-
minal markets, and a greatly increas-
ed demand, has brought about spirit-
ed buying and the price has advanced
considerably. The Detroit market is
now quoting No. 2 at $2.15 per bu.
It would appear that the price had
just about reached the limit but buy-
ers of rye seem willing to take all
offerings at the price. Stocks of rye
still in growers’ hands are not so large,
as to seriously affect the market at
any time, and country elevators are
not holding any great supply. We
would not be surprised to see the pres-
ent demand hold the market well up
toward the present figure until the
nexb crop.

BEANS

GADx Darait | drigo
T TR
Ricrew1  P'm Wit s
Bean prices quoted by ewt.

Beans are moving slowly, both on
the market, and from growers’ hands.
Elevators are taking on only such
amounts as they can handle quicklv,
and many of.them are buying but very
few beans at this time, owing to the
moisture content. Their policy is ev-
idently to play a safe game, especially
where they have no drying facilities.
Farmers who have any amount of wet
stock on hand are very liable to have
some trouble when warmer weather
comes. It is certainly a shame that
more of the elevators of this state aa™e
not installed drying apparatus to noeel

just such conditions as exist this year,
and as have existed before.

The bean market, to ail intents and
purposes, is strong. There has been
a great deal of bear talk going the
rounds and this has resulted in some
of the larger buyers holding off and
buying only such amounts as were re.
quired from week to week. But the
supply of beans in this state is not
nearly so large as many dealers and
ellevator men believe, or profess to be-
lieve- The crop has bee» greatly over-
estimated. The amount of beans that
will be imported from other countries
is a negligible quantity, notwithstand-
ing the fact that this phase of the pro-
position has beencplayed up in glaring
headlines. The sum and substance of
the whole matter is that beaus will he
beans before we are thru with this
crop and the fellow who has them to
sell later on, in good condition, is go-
ing to make some money.

Barley

The barley market has shown addi-
tional strength and although maltsters
are not bidding as freely as they were
a week ago, millers are in the market
to such an extent as to more than
make up for this lack of malting de-
mand. Receipts generally are light.
Stocks in growers’ hands are only
moderate and elevators are not offer-
ing freely, the general assumption be-
ing that their stocks are also light.
Chicago quotations on good malting
barley are $1.4£ to $1.64; Milwaukee
quotes $l.w, to $1,60 for the same
grade; Buffalo, $1.55 to $1.60.
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The hay market continues strong
although certain developments of the
past week have foreshadowed condi-
tions as they are liable to exist just
as soon as improved weather condi-
tions permit the railroads to make
deliveries and furnish cars for ship-
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THE WEATHER

FOR THE WEEK-

As forecasted by W. T. Foster for Michigan Bitsivkss Farmer
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WASHINGTON, D. G, Feb. 9—Last
bulletin gave forecasts af disturbances
to cross.continent Feb. 7 to 11 and 12
to 16, warm waves 6 to 10 and 11 to
15, cool waves 9 to 13 and 14 to 18.
Storms-.of these two weeks will be of a
little greater force than usual, general
temperatures will not be radical and
will average about normal. Most pre-
cipitation will be from the great lakes
eastward, next in amount on_northern
mPacific slope. ' Some rains in cotton
states. . Weather not so severer as it
was same time In January. Crop-wea-

ther of F_ebr_uaSy will average better,
than it did in_January. Most severe
stomts of the fnoirth and most precg—
itation will occur near Feb, 13 to 2*.
-Next ‘warm wave, will reach van-
couver near Feb. 16 and temperatures
will rise on all the Pacific slope. It will
cross crest of Rockies by close o1 Feb.,
17 lains , sections IE—meridian 90,
reat lakes and, Ohio-Tennessee val-
eys 19, eastern sections 20- reaching
vicinity of Newfoundland about Feb.
21 Storm wave will follow about one
day behind warm wave and cool wave
about one day behind storm wave.

This will_ not be a severe storm. Not
Aueh precipitation And storm forces
not above average. But the storm
following will be “severe in eastern sec-
tions and will bring general rains m
nearly all sections north of San Fran-
cisco ‘and east of-the Rockies.
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ping. Embargoes and'storms hate de-
layed deliveries and held cars enroute
and during the past week the Garfie-it
closing order allowed the roads to
make delivery of much of this consign-
ed stuff. Wherever deliveries in-
creased to any extent there was a pro-
portionate decline in prices, indicat-
ing that the market has been worked
up under a shortage of supplies at
terminal markets. Our investigation
leads us to think that there is a con-
siderable supply of hay baek in grow-
ers hands and at originating points,
both in this country and Canada, and
it will not be a great while now be-
fore conditions will improve to an
extent t& permit this hay to move-
When it does we will most certainly
see lower prices. Our advice to grow-
er* is to move their hay at the earliest
opportunity. The price is new up to
where it will increase but very little
as has been demonstrated during the
past month, market values remain-
ing stationary even at points, which
were almost bare of hay..On the other
hand there- is very little possibility of
a declining market just- as soon as
spring weather arrives».

We realize that in many Lections of
Michigan the roads are now in such
condition as to make hauling out of
the question. No doubt there will be
an improvement before a great while
and growers will find it to their ad-
vantage to keep an eye on the market
and get in while the going is good.

POTATOES

Markets vhileteded  whiteraded
Detroi 260 ont 245 ont
G’i(atp 215 302
Qaarmeti %% 247
NBW Y(

S B
Bdltinoe. 270 260

The potato market is about at a
standstill so far as active trading is
concerned. The extreme weather of
the pastrtwo weeks has curtailed ship-
ments until arrivals are few and far
between. Those few shippers who
would have braved the elements found
it» out of the" question to secure proper
equipment. As a result, supplies on
most markets have been greatly re-
duced.

One peculiar thing is the lack of
demand from the consuming public.
Potatoes at the present price should
be very attractive, but most'markets
report the demand as very light. For
this reason the present supply has
failed to affect the market as it other-
wise would have and no material ad- <
vance has been registered.

The Detroit market is in good shape
at the present time, the demand there
hern? better -than at many other
points. Arrivals there have not been
of so great volume as at Chicago and
other more centrally located markets.
We find that actual carlot sales in
Detroit bring from $1.35 to $1.40 per
bu. Sales in small lots run from $1.50
to $1.60 but this includes deF”ery!
in mo'st cases.

We have conversed Vrith a number
of potato dealers, receivers and com-
mission men, and the general opinion
is that shipments will greatly increase
later on with a corresponding decline
in price, growers E'"'ng anxious to dis-
pose of stocks which have been held
back on account of weather, transpor-
tation conditions, grading, prices, etc.

On the other hand we must consider
the amount of loss which has occurred
since the crop was harvested. Ne
doubt the extreme weather has frozen
some of the spuds in the pits. There
has been a great deal of loss from the
system of grading which has prevail-
ed «in Michigan and to some extent
in other states. There has been, loss
from rot. Many, sections reported this
trouble last fall. AH these conditions
must be considered when we attempt
to forecast future supplies.

We would not be surprised fo see
lower prices at terminal markets later
on, butvwe also believe the grower
should receive a better price at the
loading stations than he has been re
ceiving, and if this matter is adjusted
the decline in price will not affect
him to such an extent.- If he does not
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receive his just shareof .the selling
price he should bear in mind that there
is nothing to hinder his shipping:his
own stock and where individual grow-
ers have not sufficient to make & car
load they can ship a pool car, joining
hands with their neighbors and thus
securing car lot freight rates.
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IONIONS

The onion market is almost at a
standstill so far as trading is concern-
ed. -Arrivals are few and far between.
Weather conditions have affected the
shipments and in fact just about cut
them off entirely. The demand at
present is only moderate but receivers
look for better conditions as soon as
the prevailing temperature is such as
to permit of deliveries. Wlien the
mercury is down around zero for days
at a time the movement of parishable
commodities is bound to be greatly re-
stricted. Detroit is quoting No. 1 yel-
lows at $3.75 per 100-Ib. sack, but deal-
ers advise us that more sales are made
at around $3.00.

APPLES

g?» RaMMMI

About the same condition prevails
.with apples as with all other perish-
able commodities. Not a very large
guantity moving. There* is just a
moderate demand at present, buyers
being afraid of frozen stock. Detroit
quotations are as follows: Greenings,
$6.00@$6.25; Baldwins, $5.00; No. 2,
$3.00@$3.50 per bbl. Western, $2@
$2.75 per box.

fll] AOVBERHED

Toledo 'reports a good demand for
clover seed and prices this week are
again higher. Alsike has also advanc-
ed on small stocks. Timothy has been
rather inactive all week. The .Ameri.
can Grass Seed Association, whose
membership is composed of dealers
throughout the country, at their mid-
winter convention in-Chicago recom-
mended to the egovernment that no
maximum price be established, stating
that present prices were the result of
supply and demand. Toledo quota-
tions

Clover — No. 2, $18.55@$1%$.00; No.

3, $18.20@18.45; rejected, $17.80@
18.10; N. E. G.,$3.60@ 17.60.
Alsike—No. 2, $15@15.25; No. 3,

$14.60@14.85; rejected, $14.25@14.50;
N! E. G. (mixed with clover, timothy,
etc.), $3.60@14.00.

Timothy—No. 2,$4@4.10; No. 3,
$3.80@3.90; rejected, $3.60@3.75; N.
E. G., 45c@%$3.45. .

tT V fiour&feed

The feed market is rather quiet, due
in the main to the fact that manufac-
turers have very little to offer.’ Some
points report a good strong demand,
especially those of the south. Others
say the demand the last two weeks has
been much lighter than iormerly. De-
troit mills have been unable to get out
their usual quota owing to lack of coal,
and shipping difficulties. One of the'
mills was shut down entirely for sev.
eral days recently. Dealers generally’
look for better conditions as soon as
the weather moderates and supplies of
grain become more plentiful.

Detroit quotations: Flour, per 196
Ibs., in eighth paper sacks, standard
patent, $11.10@$11,15; straight winter,
$10,30; spring patent, $11.20; rye flour,
$10.50@%$10.70 in jobbing lots. Feed, in
100 Ib. sacks, jobbing lots, bran, $34.50
standafd middlings, $36.50; fine mid-
dlings, $43.50; crackea corn, $79;coarse
cornmeal, $77; chop, $66 per ton.

Milwaukee quotations—Sacked bran,-'
$38; middlings, $40; white, $45; red
dog, $52; oil meal, $58; 100-lb. sacks;
gluten feed, $49.80 bulk; $54.80'100-1b.
sacks, Chicago.

MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING

The Garfield order suspending oper-
ations generally for the five-day per-
iod, resulted in delivery of much but-
ter consigned to eastern markets, that
had been held enroute. The result was
that supplies were greatly augmented
and the market weakened somewhat.
Not only was there delivery of large
guantities of the fresh article, but a
large quantity of held stock was also
delivered from western storages. The
market declined somewhat but there
has been a reaction, buyers realizing
that the over-supply was. but a mat.
ter of a few days, being caused by the
conditions before mentioned.

High grades have moved to a much
better advantage than the under
grades. There is at present a consid-
erable irregularity in the quality of
butter with many shipments showing
the seasonal defects. .1ne amount of
storage stock coming at this”~time has
proven somewhat of a surprise. A
considerable amount of this has been
marketed at the government’s fixed
price of 47c. The Government has
been a good buyer of held creamery
stock for packing in tins for the army.
The Allied governments are also in
the market for 1,000,000 Ibs., a con-
siderable portion of this quantity hav-
ing been contracted.

Monday's prices at Eastern points
were as follows: New York, cream-
ery, higher than extras, 52@52%c;
extras, 92 score, 51%c; firsts, 49@51c;
seconds, 46@48c. Philadelphia, extras

52c; Detroit, fresh creamery firsts,
48c; extras, 49c; storage creamery,
46c¢.

Cheese

The feature of the cheese market re-
cently has been the adance in Wiscon-
sin prices. However, the eastern trade
did not follow the Waisconsin prices
and at the close of last week the price
had worked somewhat lower. The
Wisconsin make is small at this time
and much of it is taken by the south
where held stock is not in demand.
With 9,000,000 Ibs. of held cheese in
New York and around 16,000,000 Ibs.
in Chicago, eastern merchants could
see no reason for adjusting prices on.
held to accord with the Waisconsin
movement.

New York quotations: State, whole
milk, flats held, 26 1-4@26 1.2c; lower
grades, 20@23 I1-2c; Daisies, 26 I-2c;
Wisconsin, twins, 25 I-2c@26c¢; daisies,
26 l-2c*, Americas, 28 1-4c@28 1.2c;
State, skims; specials, 19c@20 I-2¢c;
fair to good, 13@15c.

Egg prices have again advanced and
the market is on a basis of agreement
between buyer and seller. Detroit quo-
tations are 60@ 63c per cloz. for fresh
firsts. Sales are reported above that
figure. Chicago is quoting 62 I-2c per
doz. for the same grade. -

New Orleans—No fresh, eggs or stor-
age eggs are to be found in the entire
South and the lack of them continues
a famine in the local markets. Therb
is just a slight springling of fresh be.
ginning to arrive, and receipts
likely increase as the weather is mod-
erating. With favorable producing
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will =

conditions a slight increase is antici-
pated next week;. Thé market Thurs-
day was 60c 6h fresh, but was very
sensitive and demand was light. Indi-
cations;jpoint to a break in prices as
soon as receipts increase appreciably.”

POULTRY

LIVE WIT. Detroit Ckicato Mew York
Turkey 26-27 18-24 20-25
Dockt 27-28 25-26 26-30
Gern 26-27 24-25 2830
Sprinters 27-28 25-26 2830
Hens 25-28 24-26 27-30

No. 2 Grade 2 to 3 Cents Less

Poultry is very scarce on all mar-
kets and every indication now points
to conditions such as have not been
experienced in years. The Food Com.
mission has ordered all of the 1916
crop of frozen poultry out of the freez-
ers before March 1. However, a great
deal of this held stock has been moved
before this time. With the balance
disposed of as per the rilling of the
Commission, there is sure to be a
shortage later on and it seems only
reasonable to anticipate much higher
prices. Many operators state it as their
belief'that there will be none of the
1917 pack left in storage by July-
and that supplies will have to come
from fresh stock. This can have but
one effect on rhe market and that will
be beneficial.

The latest advances have brought
the price of No. 1 hens and springers
and geese are a very scarce article, in
fact there are not sufficient supplies of
ducks to go around at any time.

/ Furs and Hides

& Furs—No. 1 skunk, $5; winter mus-
rats, 80c; No. 1 mink, $7.50; No. 1 ra-
coon, $4.50.

Hides—No. 1 cured, 17c; No. 1 green
14c; No. 1 cured bulls, 13c; No. Igreen
bulls, lie;No. 1 cured veal kip, 20c;
No. 1 green veal kip, 18c; No. 1 cured
murrain, 17c; No. 1 green murrain,
14c; No. 1 cured calf, 2gc; No. 1 green
calf, 24c; No. 1 horsehides, $6; No. 2
.horsehides, $5; No. 2 hides Ic and No.
2 kip and.calf 1%'c lower than above;
sheepskins as to amount of wooj, 25c¢
@%$3 each.

Dressed Hogs and calves.

There is a good demand for dressed
hogs, those of good quality bringing
21c to 22c per Ib. at Detroit and some
sales are reported at higher figures.
Dressed calves are selling on the De-
troit market around 20c «4o0 2lc for
fancy while common to choice range
from 17c to 19c. The market is firm
and demand good.

Boston Horse Market

.Feb. 1—Good quality drafters weigh-
ing liom 1650 to 1900 !bs. ¢old af a
range of $325@%$375; good quality med-
ium weight, green drafters, from
$275@%$325; chunks from $225@$300;
heavy wagon and express horses from
$150@$225; good seconds, from $125@
$175, and cheaper seconds from $35@
$75,00.

MANY NEW YORK POTA-
TOES ARE FREEZING

Tunnel, N. Y.—Cold weather has
caused many of the potatoes held in
this section to freeze. Most farmers
have been holding for more money, al-
though one car i*as located last week

Mt. Clemens, -Mich.
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at $1 per bu. There are not over 50

per cent.' as many hens as last winter

and verjr'itew eggs'are being shipped.
* * * *

Cold Springs, Del.—There was a
good crop of late potatoes, but quite
a percentage gf them were frozen
hard by the unprecedented cold weath-
er. It is impossible to estimate just
how many were injured in this way.

CALIFORNIA LEADS
2N BEAN PRODUCTION

Washington—The Bureau of Crop
Estimates has prepared its final Teport
on .the commercial acreage and pro-
duction of Fall onions in 1916-17. This
shows a total acreage of 41,300 in 1915,
which produced 315 bu. to the accre
or 13,017,500 bu. In 1916 the acre-
age was 28,400, the yield 276 bu. per
acre and production 7,832,700, or prac-
tically half the yield of 1917. Last
yéar'New York led in acreage, but nét
in production, as it had 9,800 acres,
which averaged 278 bu. to the acre or
2,724,400 bu. California wit h 800
acres less devoted to this crop produced
394 bu. to the acre or 3,546,000 by far
the largest single State production
last year.'

In 1916 California also led in total
production with 1,496,000 bu.,- while
New York that year had 1,287,000 bu:,
slightly more than Massachusetts ip
but less than Ohio. Massachusetts in
1916 produced 1,292.000. and/Ohio 1,-
440,-400. «In 1917 Ohio stood next Cal-
ifornia in acreage with 6,600 produce
ing 1,702,800 bu. or 258 to the acre.
Indiana devoted 4,250 acres to onions
and raised 1,245250 bu” or 293 bu.
to the acre. Massachusetts had 100
acres less but production was 344 bu.
to the acre, -making the total crop
1,427,600 bu. None of the o+her State
produced 500,000 bu. 'except Minneso-
ta, .which h$d a crop of 562,600 bu.
from 1,450 acres, making a yield of
388 bu. to' the acre. Michigan’s acre-
age was 1.500 and production 456.000;
Oregon 1,050 acres, 268,800 bu.; Wash-
ington, 900, 281,700 bu.;Colorado”™ §50"
acres, 226,100 bu.; Idaho, 450 acres,

80,000; Pennsylvania,- 350 acres, 94,-
150. The total production of New
York , California and Ohio in 1916

was 4,223,800 against California’'s pro

duction last year of 3,546,000. These
three States last year produced 7,-
973,200 bu.

LIVE STOCK LETTERS

CHICAGO, Feb. 4, 1918—Today’s
cattle receipts were estimated at 16..-
000 head and supplies in all depart-
ments were such as to indicate that
the railroads are recovering from the
paralyzing effect of recent storms and
that the situation as regards the car
shortage is improving. The general
cattle market was steady. Best steers
here sold around $14.00 but $14.50
was nominally quoted for prime heavy
bullocks. Comparatively few were
good enough; however, to pass $13.25
and the bulk sold between $11,00 and
$13.00. Thin and light fleshed cattle
of both sexes on the stocker and feed-
er order were relatively slow on coun-
try account still being held to very
small volume by weather conditions
and the shortage of cars.

Hog receipts today were 41,000: The
market opened 10 to 15C higher and
improved as it progressed with big
packers who were credited with car.
rying extensive government orders for
war meat leading in the activity. A
top of $16.85 was made and the bulk
sold at $16.25 to $16.75/ with pigs and
underweights largely at $14.75 to
$15.75;

Sheep receipts today 12,000. Market
steady. Best haray lambs sold at
$17.75, the bulk at $17.25 to $17.65, and
some wethers sold at $13.25, but prime
were quotable to $13.75. Best fat
ewes sold at $13.00.

JANUARY MVH STOCK MARKET

Stormy weather, low temperatures
and car shortages played havoc with
the live stock trade during the initial
month of 1918, being effective in-sharp-
ly reducing the volume of business
transacted from what it would have
logically been had normal conditions
prevailed and in creating a Widely
fluctuating set of maraets.

Due directly to the unfavorable cli-
matic and- .transportation situation,
the' combined receipts of all kinds of
live stock at Chicago proved the sec-
ond smallest for January within a 20-
year period, totaling but a few thous-
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and oyer 3,390,000 Head., As compear-
ed with the January marketings of
1917 and 1916, the two largest Janu.
arys on record, decreases in the com-
bined receipts at Chicago last month
amounted to about™4&u,000 and 513,000
head, respectively.*

Chicago receipts of cattle last month
were 260,570 head, a decrease of 48-
296 from the corresponding -month last
year. Calf receipts were 36,830, a de-
crease of 14,366 head. Hog receipts
were 729,003 head, a decrease of 395,-
089 head. Sheep receipts were 289,-
335 head, a decrease of 16,783 head.
Horse receipts were 6,002, or 4,786 less
than a year ago.

These, decreases in every department
of the trade represent a total falling
off for the month of 6,805 carloads, as
against arrivals for the same month
last year. The percentage of decrease
here has been much greater than that,
suffered by other leading market cen-
ters, but in no wise reflects a normal
situation, the “Storm King” having
centered his energies to a large ex.
tent in Chicago and its contiguous
territory. Had the railroads been able
to.cope effectively with the storms and
cold and equal to the task of supply-

ing "the voluminous orders for cars'

from those who would have shunted
-ti'tck t- the shambles increases in-
stead of decreases in the receipts would

doubtless have been recorded in most, 1

if not all departments of the trade.

Owing to rail embargoes, due to the
storms and congestion of freight at
big eastern centers of population, and
to the car shortagefi outgoing ship-
ments suffered an even heavier 'per-
centage of loss than did the incoming
supply. Nearly 17,000 fewer cattle
and 256,000 fewer hogs were shipped
gn foot from Chicago during the month
than in January last year and ,every
department of the trade suffered by
reason of reduced competition due to
shippers' inability to secure adequate
transportation facilities. The zoning
system of loading and the car situa-
tion made it a six-day a week'market.

. Considering the handicap the trade
encountered the market may be said
to have performed not discreditably,
although feast and famine runs, a con_
dition which shippers—forced to ac-
cept ears whenever they could get
‘.them and consider themselves lucky—
*were powerless to prevent, naturally
.created a market featured by wide
price swings. Owing to high feed
cost and the high prices at which feed-
ing stock was laid in, however, the
highest January market on record
failed in numerous cases to put re-
sults on the right side of feeders’ ledg-
ers and market conditions* a corn-belt
covered with snow and demoralized
transportation <service proved a trin-
ity of influences that, loyal as the meat
. producers of the Nation are and as
earnestly as it is their desire to co-
operate with’ the Grovefnment in in-
creasing our meat supplies that the
war may be more quickly won, caused
a small output of Stockers and feeders
to the country.

A great many cattle and hogs have
necessarily been held in the country
for weeks past because of shippers in-
ability to get them over the rails. In
view of the conditions it is impossible
to forecast what the supply will be
other than to say that if the railroads
furnish the facilities with which to
move the stock to market that ship-
pers are desirous of cutting loose, sup-
plies will at least*be fairly liberal for

MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING

some weeks ahead. While both mar-
kets possess great underlying strength
we cannot advise holding back, where
cars are procurable, anything that is
ready to come or anything which own-
ers expect to market within the.next
six or eight weeks.
great breadth to warrant expectancy
-of severe, lasting declines, indeed the
future market, considered in the broad
sense, looks bright, at the same time
current prices are too high to appear
to warrant the holding back of cattle,
hogs, sheep or lambs that are fat and
ready or that are not “paying their
board."*

January’s closing levels in .the beef
steer trade were at the highest point
of the period, an advance of $1.00 per
cwt. on much of a storm.curtailed sup-
ply, more in some instances, being
scored during the last four days of
the month.
shown over the ‘close of December,
while compared with the previous
January average prices were about $2
pef cwt. higher." Although it was in
the main, a run of short-fed cattle, de-
mand for medium and cheaper grades
showed greatest breadth most of the
month. Weight and quality, however,
were catered to toward the latter part
of the period and shared well in the
advance. A $14.30 top was made on
1,666-Ib. beeves On the month’s Anal
session and sales from $13.00 to $14.00
became rather Inumerous, though a
spread of from $11.00 to $13,00 took
the bulk of the offerings and only
feedery and common light steers were
selling for slaughter at the wind-up
below. $10.00 When packers were avidly
going to everything with a sheath of
beef on its ribs. The top at $14.30 com-
pared with an $11.95 top in January,
19i7 and $9.85 in January two years
ago. . -
Butcher oattle trade was an up and
down affair, but the advantage, due to
light receipts and a healthy demand,
lay with sellers most of the time and
final quotation ranged from 50c to $1
higher than at the close of December.
Late in the month a few fancy ljeifers
reached $12.75 and odd extra prime
heavy cows sold as high as $12.00 to
$12.50, but $7.75 to v9.50 took most of
the fiat cows and heifers during thg
period under review and prices aver-
aged around $2.75 higher than for the
corresponding month last year. At
month-end good canner cows were sell-
ing as high as $7.00 and cutters up to
$7.75, witHe $6.50 to $7.50 took the
bulk of the month’s supply of these
classes. Thin young cows and stock
heifers cleared mostly through killing

channels in view of the dormant condi- £

tions of the stocker and feeder market,
due to stormy weather and the car
shortage. On the closing high spot
choice heavy bologna bulls sold freely
around $9.50 and odd prime beef bulls
‘up to $11.50 and higher, with only
common light bulls from $8.50 down.
Veal calves touched new record prices,
but the market was subject to violent
fluctuations and. “frozen out’ ..calves
that had been delayed in transit in
sub-zero temperatures at times took
several discounts. On the- high spot
$16 75 was reached by a few prime
v.ealers, while at the month’s close
$15.50 to $16.00 was taking strictly
good to best, Heavy calves also sold
high, few going below $8.00 and the
best medium weights selling up ar-
ound $12.00 to $13.00.

At but one time during the month of
January, 1917, did the hog market
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flirt with the tentative Government
minimum price of $15.50 for average
packer droves and then only for a day
or two. The common, or.average price
of hogs at Chicago was above the $16
line on all but four days of the month,
seriously curtailed by w.eather and
transportation facilities, the supply
falling nearlly a half-million head be-
low thé record total of January two
years ago and being the smallest for
January within a sevéral year period,
while outgoing shipments totaled
Only 76,185 head or 256,009 less than
January of last year. The shortage
in receipts was partially offset by the
increased weight, the general average
weight of hogs marketed at Chicago
during the past month figuring 216
Ibs. against 199 Ibs. for January of last
year and 195 Ibs. for January of two
years ago when the average was the
lightest on record for the month.

Top hogs did not apll below $16.50

‘or above $16.90 prior to the 25th of the

month and the general average price
was held within 25c to 40c of the top
on practically every day. Then a
slump in prices- of nearly $1.00 per
cwt. occurred within a three day per-
iod, only to be recovered about as
speedily as it was.lost. The month s
top at $16.90 Was $4.90 higher than the
January, 1917, top and the average at
$16.30 was $5.40 above the same month
last year when prices, barring Civil
War times, were the highest on record
for the opening month of the year.
Sheep and lamb receipts at Chicago
for the month just closed were the
smallest for January since 1909 and
barring that month the smallest for
the initial month of any year since
1897. Like the cattle and hog markets
prices were at record January altitudes
yet owing to the high cost of feeding
stock last summer and fall and the
high cost of finishing, many feeders
were not able to hold their original
purchase money together. In many
Instances, however, substanaiai weight
gains permitted feeders to make a lit-
tle profit on lambs that were,returned
to market fat to sell for less money
per cwt. than they cost when put in.
The market was handicapped seri-
ously all month by the car shortage,
eastern shippers receiving mahy or-
ders which they made no attempt to
fill because of the inability to get
cars- This created a semi-famine con-
dition, at times, at eastern markets,
and was responsible for an altogether
abnormally wide spread in prices be-
tween ' Chicago and eastern points.
The sheep and yearling markets clos-
ed the month .at the high point of the
period and lambs within close striking
distance of Eat figure, while prices on
all classes were by long odds the high-
est on record for January. The fat
lamb average for the month, figured
at $17.20, stood $3.35 higher than for
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RAW FURS

. Write for Fur List and Book
on Successful Trapping

TRAUGOTT SCHMIDT & SONS

136-164 Monroe Ave. Detroit, Mich.

READ WHAT MR. HOOVER sAYs
"W e have aVary'goodlot of young balls coining on
that will be fit for service in a;few weeks. Theee balls
are eons of Falrview Colahtba Bag Apple 141,297,a eon
of the great Bag Apple Korndyke Sth.” ' t
"W e always have anumber of choice females from
which to make yonr selections.They are all daughters
of 30 pound bulla, the only kind we use at Boeewood
Farm." BOSEWOOD STOCK FARM, Howell; Mich.

CARD GAME

Play ALL-THREES, the best modern
card %ame known and up-to-date. Play-
ed with_ playing cards with a pack of
<twenty-four cards. _ Just, out., Scientific
and interesting. Price per dopy, 15 cents.
Stamps not Accepted,  Addréss, R. H.
Rehbein, Fleeland, Mich.

CEETt rfiDN Bhathwill grow. $10.00 a
oEXLr LUTU* bushel. amlgle on_ re-
quest. J. A. Rhodes, Prairie Depot, Ohjo.

Por Sale—2 hens and
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W. C. West & Son, East Lansing R.F.D. 1

STRAWBERRY PLANTS ASttfig?

plete and nicely pictured book, .tells all
about mg w%orous stock grown best way.
Mayers Plant Nursery. Merrill. Michigan.

OGEMAW COUNTY FARM LANDS

Very productive. Small payment down.
No further payments, interést or taxes
for five years. ~ Harry t). Sheldon, Alger,
Michigan.

OR SADE—Choice seed Pea beans,
per _bushel. Sami)les on request, Q
R." Tripp. Mount Pleasant, Michigan.

$8
tis

CAD CAM?2 FRAECIS IPaII - _bearing
rUK. DALE strawberry plants $1.50..per.
100: $10.00 per 1,000. W. F. Tindall,
Boyne City, Mich. 1

E) *1 1N\l Music furnisggd for all
ItU_UFCHcalTBoccasibhs. 4 Drexel
Aye., Detroit Phone Hickory 1085-M.

January last year and 75c abov Dec-
ember, 19i7. The past month’'s aver-
age price for fat sheep figured $12.20,
or 70c above December and $2,20 above
January of last year. Yearlings made
a new high average of $14.15 for the
month.

While Kkillers’ discrimination a-
gainst weight in lambs carried many
heavy weights down to $.15.75 to $16.50
shippers paid to $18.00 on the. high
spot and packers to $17.90. Feeding
lambs topped at $16.75 and fall shorn
lambs went for slaughter as high as
$16,25. we, selling strong weights up
to this figure. B6st fed wethers
reached $13:70 late in the month and
fat ewes $13.00. Yearling wethers
topped at *$15.00. '
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Who Are the Guilty Parties?

64TNPORMATION that certain agencies within
JL the .state have within the past few weeks
been circulating false reports about potato
grading that have tended to aggravate the potato
situation and cause friction between the growers
and dealers have come to the notice of officials of
the Michigan Agricultural College.” Thus reads
an East Lansing dispatch that is receiving liberal
publicity thru the columns of both the daily and
weekly press of the state. *

We have thought all the time that we were in
pretty close touch with the potato situation, but
we must confess that we never heard of- these
gents who are telling such fibs about the college
and the dealers. The only persons or agencies
that we know anything about who have been de-
fending potato grades and inventing nice little
fairy tales about the wonderful advantages of
potato grades, and those “progressive" farmers
who have fallen all over themselves to endorse
the grading, have been closely affiliated with the
college themselves. And the party who has
the powers of imagination and the fluency of ex-
pression to add aggravation to the present super-
aggravated potato situation, ought not to be crit-
icized. He ought to be complimented fcr his men-
tal versatility.

For the next six months the U. S. Food Admin-
istration, the dealers, the colleges, the experts and
others who had a hand either directly or remotely
in the establishment of potato grades this year,
will make desperate efforts to ‘divert attention
from the results of their asinine interference
with established marketing methods, and endeavor
to shift the blame on other’s shoulders.

We admit, not without compassion, that they
oecupy a most uncomfortable and unenviable po-
sition. To be held accountable for the de-
moralization of markets, resulting in millions of
dollars los” to farmers, is not a pleasant experi-
ence, but, gentlemen, it helps matters none to
crawfish. The farmers know who are.back of
this potafo grading deal. No amount of denial or
subterfuge or shifting of blame will deceive them.

We imagine that ¥ ne of the parties involved
in this grading scandal have already mentally
resolved to meddle no r ire in others' affairs, or
at least to consult the wishes of those most vitally
concerned, which wasn't done when the grading
rules were put into effect.

Give the Farmer Recognition

ichigan business farming has repeat"

edly called attention to the fact that the

rights and wishes of the farmers have been
practically ignored from the beginning of war. As
the control of the Food Administration has tight-
ened, tins feeling has become more general and
acute, and recently representatives. of 2,000,000
organized farmers bluntly told President Wilson
that the farmers wanted a more direct hand in
the business of making war.

“The farmers of America,” they said, “have
little, if any, voice in deciding the great questions,
even the food and farm questions, upon which the
issue of the war depends. As far as we have
learned there is not a single genuine farmer, rep-
resentative of the organized farmers of America,
in any position of authority in the food adminis-
tration, the advisory council of national defense
or any of the other special hoards charged with'
the eonduct of the wan. When contrasted- with the
recognition properly accorded organized labor and
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the vast responsibilities intrusted to the represen-
tatives of organized business, such treatment
amounts to notice to organized farmers that their
partnership Is not wanted.” - A"; '

And how true it is. Instance after instance
can be cited where harmful control has been ex-
erted over the farmer’'s business because his
wishes were not consulted, nox* his interests prop-
erly interpreted. Those who comprise important
committees on the food administration, holding
almost autocratic powers of discretion and reg-
ulation, are men who have but very limited
knowledge of the farmer’s problems and very little
sympathy with his viewpoint.

How can the Government expect, fuil-hearted
co-operation from the farmer when he has been
practically told that his counsel is not wanted?
How can the Government expect to get the most
out of the nation’s agricultural resources when it
places men In charge of affairs who continually
hedge the. farming business with injudicious re-
straints and petty regulations?

Those in authority at Washington should re-
member always that this is not a class war. It
is a people’s war; In this great conflict tire wishes
and the interests of the few must be subservient,
to those of the many; ThiB war cannot be won
if opinions and efforts aré to be divided. Every
trade, every profession* every business over which
control of war-time expediency is placed, must
have representation in the nation’s counsels.

Mr. President, your most loyal supporters are
the farmers. Take them into your confidence.
Give them a hand in the war preparations. Long
after the professional patriots who throng the
Capitol’'s corridors, have deserted your train, the
American farmer will stand unfalteringly by your
side, ready to do and to die for the sake of the
nation’s life and liberty. When the heart of the
nation’s favored has grown faifit from the ceasless
strife and the pulse of their courage all but
stilled, a million stalwart farmers, unwanted in
the first flush of the war’s preparation”™, will spring
to your call,-ready arid capable to perform any
duty you may lay before them. <

War Savings Stamps
EARLY A YEAR has elapsed since the Unit-
)) ed States entered the Great War. In that
short period nearly a million men have
been called to the colors, billions of dollars worth

of bonds have been sold, an incomparable Red
Cross organization has been perfected. In the

maze of preparations and in the various activit- %

ies associated with the business of making war,-
the life of practically every individual has been
touched and an opportunity opened for all,—,
men, women and children—to perform some kind
of a service in advancing humanity’s cause.

By far the most practical method that has yet
been created to enlist the interests and aid of the
rank and file of the American people, has been
the war savings stamp. It enables even the very
poorest V invest the smallest savings at better
than savings-bank interest, and at the same time
render a valuable service to the government.

As previously explained in these columns, a war-
savings stamp that the government will redeem
in 1923 at $5, may now be purchased at $4.13. It
need not be bought outright. It can be purchased
on the “installment” plan by buying thrift stamps
of 25 cent denomination which may be exchanged
later for the war-savings stamp.

It ought to be considered a national duty for
every person living under the protection of~the
Stars and Stripes to contribute something to help
the government win this war. It ought to be a
matter of pride for every person to be able to
say, “l've done my bit.
the Liberty Loan, the Army Y. M. C, A., the Recre-
ation fund,—or the War-Savings fund. Heaven
forbid that there may be a Single American citi-
zen who cannot hold his head up proudly after this
war is over and say, “l helped to win it.” Buy a
War-Savings stamp tomorrow.

Michigan Business l’ecently advised
Prof. C. W. Waid that it would give his work the
fullest co-operation if he would help remedy Mich-
igan’s potato situation by recommending to the
Food Administration the, abandonment of the
present grading methods. The Professor respond-
ed and said that he would not be disposed to co-
operate with US, until we had admitted the error
of our contention that he was partially to blame
for the grading rules being put into'effect in Mich-
igan this year. We offered Mr. Waid the fullest
use of these columns to present his alibi and
prove to our readers that he had no control over
the situation. Ample time has elapaed for him to
accept the offer, but he has disdained to do so. It
is still open, however. Present your claims, Prof-
essor Waid. They will receive at least a respect-
ful hearing.

Farming

I've helped the Red Cross, v

The Sugar Beat Controversy \

SPFTE the wild and unjust criticism that
I—ris being directed against "the beefégrowers

for their refusal to accept State Food Ad-
ministrator's Compromise price of $9, thé growers’
committee, we are pleased to note, continue to
stand by their guns.

The growers owe no apology to either the man-
ufacturers, the public, nor to Uncle Sam. Their
demands are just; their method of enforcing them
legitimate and above-board. True, the growers
have been accused of being Unpatriotic, but this
is something that the farmers have become quite
accustomed to, and it doesn't hurt their feelings
any longer. It it is unpatriotic to ask for a fair
profit on the growing of sugar beets, it is likewise
unpatriotic to-ask for a fair profit on the manufac-
turing of sugar. We can’t believe that it is less
patriotic tovproduce beets at a loss than it is to
manufacture sugar at a loss.

If the manufacturers refuse to pay the growers
a profitable price for their beets when they have
it in their power to dojio, and as a result the
growers refuse to raise beets, thereby depriving
the nation of a part of its sugar supply, we'd cer-
tainly say that the manufacturers were unpatriot-
ic for refusing to part with even' a few _of
their earnings for the sake of satisfying the grow-
ers and encouraging-the industry.

Who is more stubborn* the grower who re-
fuses to accept the manufacturer’s ¢erras, or the'
manufacturer who refuses to accept the grower’s
terms?

The settling of these differences logically lies
with the Food Administration. It's state repre-
sentativé,.Mr. Prescott, has signally failed in his
efforts to bring the grower and the manufacturer
together, Altho a farmer himself, Mr. Prescott's
views are strangely out of sympathy with the
growers' problems and claims. Apparently, he
believes without question the statement of the
manufacturers that they cannot afford to manufac-
ture sugar at present prices and pay $10 for beets,
but he seems to questiori the statement of cost
submitted by the growers. Always in matters of
similar dispute, the farmer must produce argu-
ment after argument and figures after figures to
prove his contentions whereas the word of the
manufacturer is taken without gainsay.

If the Food Administration really wants to
be fair to the growers and save Michigan’'s sugar
beet industry, it will lose no time in sending
someone into the state who is thoroly conversant
with the costs and difficulties of sugar beet grow-
ing, and urge upon the manufacturers the payment
of a price that will pay production cost plus a fair
profit;

In the January 26th issue we announced that
we would have something to say in the following
issue about' the competition-destroying methods
of Swift & Company, the big Chicago packing
house which is being kept busy just now covering
up evidence” of .its misdeeds from the prying eyes
of federal investigators. The evidence we had at
hand indicated that the creamery department of
this big concern was guilty of illegal practices in'
its dealings with Michigan creameries and farm-
ers. A history of the entire affair was laid before.
the butter department of the. Food Administration,
bgjt we have been experiencing considerable diffi-
cutty in getting a report from them, hence our
delay in publishing the details. We are still on
the trail, however™ and hope soon to be able to
present some very interesting, if not helpful facts,
to our readers about the eut-throat methods of
the trust. , \Y%

* A * *

There has been considerable merriment in the
camp of the organized potato dealers the last few
weeks. They seem to think it funny that a certain
farm paper and a certain potato expert should
suggest htat they voluntarily pay the growers a
higher price for the No%2 .potatoes and thereby
lessen the farmers’ dissatisfaction. There is no
secret as to why some of the dealers don't pay;
more than 60 per cent of the No. 1 price for the
No. 2 stock or why the others won't buy the No.
2's at any price. There is ri6 market for No. 2
potatoes. The dealers know it, but they are so
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anxious to show how patriotically they are c6- TS,
operating with the potato committee’'s fool ruling -==/

~Potato dealers are

that they won’'t confess it.
They're busi-

neither angels nor philanthropists.
ness men.
oid potatoes at the lowest prices the farmers will
sell,’ Who wouldn't?

* N * *

is indebted to the

Michigan Business Farming

8-
1

They'll buy No. 2 potatoes or any other Vi"

]

U. S. Fopd Administration Grain Corporation for -jp

its prompt investigation”of complaints of unfair
practices By grain elevators, laid before it. In
several instances it has succeeded in raising the
price of wheat to Michigan farmers.
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The Government Contracts for Fighting Supplies; Why not for Food Supplies

jrrSO THE FARMERS’ coherence at Ur-

bana, Illinois, President Wilson sent a

messaged : It was a message in which
faith and doubt were strangely commingled.
It expressed a hope that the farmers would
not fail in their task Of feeding the nation
and its allies. Yet fear was implied that they
might not measure up to the fullest perform-
ance of that duty,

“1 hope and believe,” said the President,
‘*that the farmers of America will willingly
and conspicuously stand by to win this war.”

What would the president have said to a
gathering of laboring men? We may well
believe that he would have expressed himself
in some such manner as this: ||[j1 KNOW
that you will willingly and conspicuously
stand by to win this war. You are today
earning the highest wages in the history of
labor. Every safeguard ha« been placed
about you by the Government. Your repre-
sentatives sit in the councils at Washington,
invited there by the Government, to present
your claims in all matters of legislation or
regulation affecting your interests. We have
created a vast Pood Administration organiza-
tion which has set the price of wheat and oth-
erwise controls the price of your daily food.
Nothing has been left undone to make you sat-
isfied and willing to do your part in winning
thé war”’

To the manufacturers of war supplies, we
might expect the President to say:. “ |
KNOW that you will willingly and conspicu-
ously stadd by to win this war. Upon, your
shoulders rests the responsibility of manufac-
turing guns, shells, powder, dotting, shoes,
transportation facilities and equipment on
land, water And in the air--every material
thing required for the prosecution of this war,
excepting foodstuffs, you are ealled upon to
supply. The Government does not wish to
take advantage of your patriotism by asking
that you furnish, these things without com-
pensation. '‘Consequently we
have contracted for all "these
supplies, and are payipg you k
profit over cost of production.
Now that we have made the bus-
iness of manufacturing war es-
sentials desirable and lucrative,
we KNOW that we can depend

upon your continued support
thru all the trying processes of
vwar.”

But the President cannot

speak so confidently before the
farmers of the Nationl. He can-
not be quite certain that the six
million farm factories of the
U. S. will run to capacity an-
other season. Whv? Because the
Government has failed to sur-
round them with needful safe-
guards: to offer any measure of
protection against labor short-
age, crap failure, over-prodw»-
tkm, unprofitable prices; to
make the production of the food
so necessary to the winning of
this war an attractive and prof-
itable business.

Mr. President, you cannot
doubt the patriotism of the
farmers of this nation. If pat-
riotism eouM win the war, Ger-
many would sue for peace to-
morrow. But if this war is to

WHEN HE NBEOEP

TRANSPORTATION HET
RAILRGAD5AND SHIPS
AND IS BUILDIMO MORT

By FORREST A. LORD

those who work in the faetories or who own
the faetories. S

The majority of farm factories are short of
capital. They need raw material; new machin-
ery. The Government is trying to supply this
capital, but the waiting line of applicants
grows ever larger.

The farm factories are short of labor. The
Government is draining the agricultural com-
munities of the only dependable labor so
needed for the planting, cultivation and na -
vesting of the food that is wanted to win the
war. The new draft rules help but littlt.
Exemption boards continue to take not only
skilled farm laborers, but farm managers and
owners as well, It is impossible to estimate
the number of acres that will lie idle the com-
ing season in this state alone, beeause their
owners have been called into active military
service.

Uncle Sam’s attitude toward his “ soldiers
of the soil” is both unjust and unwise. Un-
just beeause it presupposes a patriotic re-
sponse which the farmer cannot afford to
make, and unwise because it contains no solu-
tion of the,food problem.

The Food Administration and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture may, and doubtless will,
send representatives into every agricultural
community between now and spring, urging,
pleading, almost commanding, that the farm-
ers increase their production. The farm pa-
pers, patriotic always, will take up the cry
and pages and headlines will echo back the
slogan, “ Food will win the war; raise more
crops.” V;

But how many more? Do we want more
beans, more rye, more oats, more sugar beets,
more potatoes? let’s not set the mark too
high: the Food Administration is hopping
around, in the frying pan now trying to make

WHEN UNCLE3AM
NEEDED WEN FOR
W AfiCH£“U3QK

THEM
H»WI

WHEN HENEEDED
HONEY HETOOK IT

BY TAXES AND MADE
LIBERTY LOANS5 PROFITABLE

NOW THAT INCREASED FOOD
SUPPLY ISNECESSARY HE

W e needmone |
mfood. Hope
» you will do
I,omettAo
labouttt'fof T cr,

he won. you must use a more SAVE FOOD
practical appeal than patriotism. AND WIN
Patriotism gives man the will
4 THE WAR,

to -do but not the power to do.

To grow crops requires cap-
ital. To grow crops requires
labor. To grow creeps year after
year requires stable and profit-
able mareets. Men do not: teal
in the fields for the fun of the
tiling. * They labor for a liveli-
hood and a profit exactly as do

iytdiliiinit$iiilia i~

Thomas in Detroit News

| 'HILLIGOARANTEE MW
fair PRariT rkvour.
BUSINESS ANDFDR AlL

MATERIAL UMV ‘— rr

Icanrarsefnone
tf'VoanqgiHobar

arai«rough fwsncy
mCIﬂ)T

amends for the results of the government’s
injudicious potato production preachings last
spring; it has no wish to get into the fire.

When Uncle. Sam says, ‘‘Increase produc-
tion to maximum,” does he mean it? Probably
not. Maximum production on every tillable
acre would bring financial ruin to the farming
business. The nation would only feast this
year to starve the next.

As a matter of fact, the government's in-
creased production- talk doesn’'t sound alto-
gether sineere; It’'s so aimless. It has a flash
and a roar that make good fireworks, but it is
minus the bullets that carry to the mark. Un
cle Sam has used blank cartridges long
enough. If he wants to hit the bulls-eye and
bring home the bacon (or the potatoes or beans
or anything else), he’ll have to load up with
a better projectile than powder.

The old saying that it is better to be safe
than sorry applies with force to the problem
of food production. ‘‘We can afford to theor-
ize in peace times, but in war we must act,*
says the Detroit News. We may safely specu-
late in peace times as to what the food pro-
duction will be, but when half the world
clamors for food, we are brought face to faee
with hard practical facts from which there is
no escape.

The hope of the Allies is Germany'’s hun-
ger. If the enemy’s rations fail, his weapons
fail. Bo it is with every nation. An empty
stomach is a breeding place of discontent;
nothing disturbs the peace of mind and haunts
one like a spectre more than fear of hunger)
Guns are necessary : ammunition is necessary,-
hut food should be the first consideration
of all.

We need the food. We've got the land to
produce the food. We've got thé money to
buy the food. Why, then, should there be
any question as to whether we shall secure

the food?

There is none. The Govern-
ment has the power to secure
food in exactly the same mam
ner as n secures guns, bullets, P
and other war supplies, and
there need be no further worry
or speculation. The farm is a
factory which turns out food. |
The farmer is in market for bus-
iness, same as any manufae-
turgr. He will grow all the food
that his acres can produce if he
knows there will be a profitable
market for it when harvesting -

time comes.

Contract with the America*)
farmer for the nation’s
food supply. Guarantee

him a minimum price based
on-cost of production plus a
reasonable profit. Leave him
enough skilled labor to operate
his plant. Then  wheatless
meatless and eatle&s days wilt
be nothing but memories, and.
thé nation will go unitedly for .
ward, cheered and contented -on
a full stomach.

Then, Mr. President, you may
dispel the clouds of doubt from
your mind and speak, up:
boldly.:

“T KNOW that the American
farmer wlU willingly and con-
spicuously stand by te win this
war. He has been placed upon
an equal footing with all -ethers
who are supplying war essen-1
tLals. He has been given a prac-
tical incentive for speeding up
his food factory. And he will
not faiL d know that FOOD
WILL WIN THE WAR.” ,
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Co-Operation, the One Big Thing for the
Farmers of the Country.

I have received the few sample copies of ypur
valuable paper, Michigan Business Farming, and
am enclosing $2 to pay for my subscription, also
for my neighbor, G; W. Pickett. | think your pap-
er has the beaten more than seven
ways. It does me good to read what practical bus-
iness farmers have to say. "

There seems to be but one answer to the one
big problem which we farmers have to solve, and
only one that will do away with the middleman,
of whom so many of the farmers are Complaining.
We can Kkill this louse with the following form-
ula: “Co-Operation.” The sooner the, farmers
double up their fists and say “we're going to do
our own business,” the sooner it will mean more
money in our pockets. Co-operation is the life-sav-
er for the farmer; it does away with this louse,
the middleman, who will draw the last drop of
blood out of you if you give him a chance. But

who is to blame? Is he? No! You are, Mr.
Farmer.- As long as you are foolish enough to
keep him. 1 .don't blame him for holding his

pockets open for you to pour it in. Mr. Farmer«-
you are the one who feeds the wbrld, but you'll
never have any more to say about what you are
to have for this feed than you have right now
unless you co-operate. One or two can't do much;
but when every last one of us farmers take hold
we can do something. Every shipping point
should have a

on a farm, but they know just', what a farmer
should have forhis‘crops. | sometimes think my-,
self that a community of farmers who will go on
and complain about the middleman, profits, the
potato grading, the bean picking, etc., are just
what this local man’s first statement says they?
are. Don’'t wait for them to start something for
you, they are only too glad if you don't start any-
thing. Just talk co-operatidn and watch the prices
go up. As soon as we talked shipping our own
stock-hog prices went up 75c per cwt. here, altho
prices at the other end remained the same. Just
try it and see.

We have all got to co-operate with Uncle Sam
if we want to win in this war for democracy, and
we farmers will have to co-operate if we want to
win out in this war against the middleman. So
cry out co-operation and cry it out loud. It sure
is the best thing for the man who busts sofl—S.
G., Caledonia.

Selective Draft Right in Principle, but Wrong
- in Practice

| am an interested reader of M. B. F. and think
it O. K. . It knows just what to say and when to
say it.

I wish to take up enough space in your paper
to reply to your reader from Van Buren county
who thinks the selective draft law is O. K. and
fair to the farmer. He says if a man is a skilled
farm worker he goes in class three. Now that'
sounds all right to anyone who doesn’'t know,
but listen, | know that is not the case in this
(Livingston) county.. | will mention two cases
for example 1 have heard of more, but these two
have come under my personal observance. The
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the farm to eight hours and there would not be
enough food to feed the army with present help
coéditions at present prices the farmer would go
bankrupt if he could get all the help he needed.
Who Is -the goat? There is not a farmer | have
talked with that- is going to put out more crops
than he can take care of himself. See where
supplies will be by next tall. Thé present help
alnd price conditions does not warrant anything
else.

If some of the men higher up that are sitting at
their roll top desks with their stenographer at
thgi”™ elbow, a boy to bring them a drink and a
limousine to carry them where they want to go,
were to come out and inspect conditions on the
farm instead of taking somebody’'s word for it
like the President of the Michigan Bean
Jobbers’ Association, there might be some change
but | doubt it, for they have to eat and Uncle
Sam only réquires them to work eight hours per
day. You and, Mr. Farmer work fourteen to
sixteen hours per day to pay taxes to keep them
there. Like your paper very much and if Hoover
is not taking a copy, please let me know and |
will remit for him. He might see something that
would make him sit up and take notice from farm-
ers of Michigan.—E. J. T., Shepherd.

Another Way to Dry Beans

I wish to say a word in regard to wet beans. |
suppose every farmer who raised beans knows
something about drying them. If you have a fur-
nace in the house take the bed out of the bed-
room, You had better sleep oh the floor than lose
your crop. Spread the beans out on the floor
three or four inches deep*; you can put from 15 tp

30 bushels in an

co-operative or- ordinary bed-
ganization; for | room; turn the
there is no reas- ¢ FRENCH SOLDIERS LOOKING OVER CAPTURED BOCHE FORTRESS heat 6n them
OntWhﬁ/- we can- II and in two or
not sell'our own e
produce, ship ¢ WEEEE wirl?ebgagrsy.theyg
our own live- | dried 128 bush-
stock,. buy our i els in two weeks
own feeds direct | m time six years
and do all our j ago, in a room
own business— | 10x12 feet, v :
do away Wl_th | If you do not
keeping the mid- 1 have a furnace
dlemari, whoisas J. in your house
able to jsyork for § you can spread
his living as we (g the beans out on
are. Donj have *m the floor of any
anjr mercy on I room where it
him, hut get his | i is warm and
goe}t/* If you J where they will
Ejont_get his he _| not freeze andr
is going to get j§ you will find
yours, and by all g they will soon
means beat him ] dry, but it Will
to it by co-oper- g of course, take
ating. We have | longer than if
a co-operative .| you bad a fur-
liVe stock ship- I, . 1 nace.'
ping association J 1 We put 21 bu.
in- our village. § 1in a chamber
We are about 15 § jt room that does
miles , south of | - 1 not even have a
Grand Rapids, ¢ | stove pipe run-!
When we talked j I ning through it,
co-operation sev- i I two weeks ago
eral of our busi- | i and they are dry
ness men gave 1 | enough to crack
us two months 1 I under foot, and
before, we would = L 1 before we com-
be out of busi- 1 I menced to dry
ness—they sgid | mamen'® | them they were
.that it wouldn't § I so wet that they
work. We or- | The French have just made an advance on their part of the Flanders line, putting them Into possession | could be squeez-
ganized March g of this Boche fortress. Machine guns and bomb throwers were found inside. I ed into a ball
; ! .

16th, under the
laws of the State * "H

of Michigan with’about 75 members, ana now after
ten months of life we have 215 members with new
ones coming in every week. We have shipped dur-
ing this time for the farmers, over $160,000 worth
of'live stock at a very small cost to them. AThey
have bought thru this organization seven carloads
of bran and middlings at a saving of over $4 per
ton; one car of dairy feed; one car of corn coin-
ing, also oil meal. We have had five cars of coal
shipped in; we are buying our grass seed and we
are getting a car of pedigreed barley for seed pur-
poses for the farmers next spring.

And how about the middleman? Oh, .he loves
us. He calls uS all those pretty names not permis-
sible in print. If nothing happens before next fall
we'are going to have something to say about our
wheat jand beans. There is no reason why those
farmers who! are complaining about the grading
rules regarding potatoes cannot co-operate and sell
their own potatoes, and also beans. Have a little
confidence in yourself and also in the men you
choose to do the business for you.
£ Just the other day a local man in our town made
the remark that “farmers are d---» fools,, and
more than that said they were “d—hogs because
they can't get enough*. Prices are high now and
they still want more.” Last fall he. made the re-
mark that he hoped farmers would have to take
twenty cents a bushel for potatoes because some
of them were holding them for $3. Such fellows
as he ought not to have anything to eat that comes
from the farm.. | think, however, that we will
find just such fellows fn every town; they would
make good one-dollar-a-year men for the govern-
ment. They never did a day’s work in their lives

man in No. 1 is <24years old, he lives With and
works the farm of his father who is now 66 years
old. The son has lived on this farm all his life
and never worked at anything but farming. He
owns part of personal property and works place
on shares. In filling out his papers the lawyer
called him joint managing head agricultural en-
terprise, but he has been put in class one.

In No. 2 I don't know age of min, but he has
always lived and worked on the farm he now lives
on and at present is working that farm for his
widowed mother. The father died a few years
ago. This fellow has bone, into class one. Now
do you think this is a square deal for the farmer?

I am willing to do my bit anywhere Uncle Sam
wants me,.but like the reader from Osceola county
| say, what is the use of the Government asking
the farmers to raise larger crops and then taking
all their best help away from them.

Wishing you success this new year, | remain,
yours for a square deal, F. K., Livingston county.

The Farmer is the Goat

Eat less, raise more and sell your products for
less than cost. Hooverize!

If the present conditions are not relieved it
will be eat less, for there will not be enough help
to raise more. And as for selling'there will not
be very much to sell.

Eight hours is a Government working day.
Fourteen to sixteen i a farmer's working day,
yet the price is set so the man working eight
hours per day can buy what the farmer hap to
work fourteen to sixteen hour per day to raise.
Is it helping the farmer? Cut the working day on

1 It seems to me

foolish for farmers to sell their beans as wet
stock and take any price the dealers are willing
to pay for them, when by a little trouble they can
dry them. I was caught three different seasons
with wet beans and | have never been docked for
wet beans, or had a moisture test taken of my
crop.—F. M. E., Millbroole. S -r

Wants If Inch Screen

Dear Friend of the farmers:—I would like to
say just a little about the grading of potatoes, as
for one | have been like Mr. Bale in one way 1
have run my potatoes over a 1 3-4 inch screen, and
was satisfied with that grade.

The farmers around this part of Montcalm coun-
ty want only one grade of potatoes so they will
not have a 50 per cent loss. If they have two
grades itwould be no more than right for the ship-
pers to pay 90 per cent of the first grade for the
seconds.

-For one | am in favor of 1 3-4 inch screen.
Just a few years ago the shippers wanted a medi-
um sized potato affd they would not take the large
ones sajou see there is a big skiff in the game.
I have heard some of the farmers say that it was
a farmer that helped put the two grades in effect

Well, he may be a farmer, but he belongs to the f

Shippers Association.

Will close with this: | think that the -M. B. F. J

is one of the best farm papers that was. ever print-
ed in Michigan.—A. H. B, Sidney.
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EDITORIALS BY OUR READERS

Tlunks Minimum Price Idea a Good One

As | was one of the first to voice a protest
against the present r&ethod of grading potatoes, |
have been”™ very much interested in the flood of
protests that have been sent in from all over the
state, and | want to congratulate the editors of
Michigan Business Fabling for the stand they
have taken On this and other things of vital im-
portance to the farmers. You have done a good
work but the fight is only begun; the enemy is
going to die hard, but we shall win. The farmers
must and will win the fight against the thousands
that live and wax fat off the sweat of the farmers’
brows. It seems to me the great/question is how
to carry on' the campaign. We must have some
kind of an organization, whereby we can work to-
gether and pull together like one ox. | think your
idea bf a minimum price for n”xt year a good one.
Will be glad to help it along in any way possible.

Nearly all the'tarmera | talk with are agreed
that we must have some kind of a working /or-
ganization. Now the question is, what shall it be?

"Its object must be a square deal for the farmers
and the consumers. We can’'t overlook the con-
sumers.
have a system that will cut out the excess profits
of the middleman; there is too much money made
betweeh the farmers and the Consumer. Our
produces go thru too many hands; but how are
we to change these things? My idea is that it has
got to be done by legislation.. Laws must be pass-
ed? to protect”~the farmer and the consumer. Did |
hear somqgpné say “ it can't be done?” Why not?
Hasn't there been laws passed to protect the mer-
chant, the miller, the banker,-the manufacturer,
the railroads, and all kinds of business that have
organized their forces and demanded such laws?
Sure they have. Then why not the farmers?

A political organization? Yes, sir, that is what
got protection for other lines of business. Why
not for the farmer? Their organizations were not
called political organizations, but that is what
they were, and we farmers helped them to get
what they wanted, and now it's Up.to us to get
what we want the same way. We must drop par-’
ties. No democrats, no republicans, no socialists,
but all farmers. You may belong to one party
and | to another, but if We are both farmers our
.interests are one. If my party puts up something
that is good for me as a farmer it is good for you
as a farmer and should have our support regard-
less of party lines into one big Mutual Benefit
society with an official paper with men at its
helm like the editors of M. B. F. where every
farmer could write in and give his ideas on sub-
jects of Interest to all farmers where we could if
ngpessary take a vote on issues of importance
to the farmer and demand action on the part of
opr law makers favorable to the interests of farm-
ers and consumer. It seems «0 me this could
be done and the expensce would be very .ittle
for each member. Wp could have a local secre-
tary in every community that could call a meet-
ing when necessary to talk over and take action
on anything of importance. With such an organ-
ization we could have flooded the Food Adminis-
tration with petitions against the potato and bean
situation that would ;avo opened their eyes and
overwhelmed the pinheads that put it over on us
this year. What do you think, Brother Farmer?

Now, just a few words about next year. | np-
tice a good many are talking about not trying to
raise a very big crop of potatoes and beans next
year. Now brothers, |1 do not blame.you for feeling
that way as tne way the der.l we have this year is
enough to make any man feel like it, but brothers
we can't afford to do it. No not even if we don't
make a cent we can’'t afford to run the chance of
having people stai e because we did not do our
best to feed them. The chances ,are that if we
that are left on the farms do their very best there
will be a shortage of food stuffs next year. |
want no deaths of starved babies, mothers or any
human beings laid at my door. ~1 shall do my
best next year as | did this,to raise all the food
I can even if | lose the little start I have. Think
this thing over seriously brother, some of your
sons will be -facing the enemy in France soon or
perhaps, it will be a brother or friend. Shall they
want for food when we could have raised it for
them and would not. | doun't believe you will
think when the time comes you will all respond
with the same courage and patriotism that our
Boys are showing in going to a foreign shore to
face the seething Hell of shot and shell- of the
most terrible war in the history of the World.—
B. E. 8., Van, Mich.

Huge Profits of Corporation Heads Kill the
Farmers* Enthusiasm

I am much interested in your paper and hope
that you will continue the good work of “smok-
ing out” the Swifts of the country and in showing
up the leeches who live off the producer and
consumer, and | think you need have no fear of
your subscription thinning out In consequence.
Yours is the only paper | have ever read which
dares to come out. editorially and tell the truth. .

The farmers are waking up to the condition of
things are using their headg as well as théir hands.
Your editorial on the proposed advertising cam-
paign of thé Michigan Milk Producers’ Ass’n in

Their jrights mustJbe respected. We must,

MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING

the Issue of Jan! 26 is g'ight. Can the Detroit
Creamery explain to:the milk producer and the
consumer where they get the big dividends they
hand out each year? If the government food ad-
ministrator is looking for war profiteers, | would
suggest that they give the big milk distributors'
in all the big cities the once over. | w.oulld like
to ask how it is that the government has over-
looked the Standard Oil Co., who under a sworn
statement claim to have made $85,000,000 in gaso-
oline alone, in three months. And the Internation-
al Harvester Co., who in 1912 made the sworn
statement that the cost of a grain binder was $26
f. 0. b., Chicago; and the* Henry Ford Co. which
handed out over $50,000,000 in dividends in one
year. Then they come to the farmer with the most
generous Offer of a small per cent above the cost
of production. In talking with my neighbors
and farmers in general | find their sentiments are
quite different from what, our newspapers and
government publicity bureau would have us be-
lieve. They want to convey the idea that all
is satiBfadtory with the farmer. During the per-
iod of sugar.shortage the farmer who usually goes
about once a week t6 town for his groceries, can
get if he is lucky'one pound of sugar by buying
two pounds of cornmeal. The city fellow gets his
pound of sugar in the morning, his wife another
pound at noon and after school his five or six chil-
dren fill up their hours until closing time bring-
ing home their pounds of sugar. The efficiency
of the Food Administrator is a marVel. And the
coal—well you know the farmer simply cannot get
It even thp it was paid for last summer. And the
farmer-without wood, and there are many of them,
is in bad shape. The farmers are willing to do
their share and more at cost if need be but they
can hardly feel very enthusiastic over it when
they look around at the profit of the profiteers,
and compare It with the profit, the Michigan
farmers have made on beans and potatoes this
year.The government publicity bureau sends out
all the dope they can get together to stimulate pro-
duction and then the price is fixed by the govern-
ment or allowed to be fixed by. the leeches, so that
the farmer comes out a little less than even, while
the whole Damm family are working their heads
Off, Well, they will not stimulate' production much

We have our Agricultural Bulletins and
Colleges,'and an innumerable number of
farm papers to teach us; how to grow
bumper crops, so that the other fellow
cquld make the money and wear the good
Clothes, while the farmer toiled from day-
flight until dark and wore the rags. We
i*have waited long pnd«patiently for some
fearless publication™likC the M. B, F. >
not only teach us how but to actually as-
sist us in receiving what actually belongs
to us, the real producers. 1 think every
] -live farmer in Michigan ought to join
the M. B. F. army, and with our support
help them fight our battles. “United
we stand, divided we fall.” Here is my
dollar—B. J. M., Qncvway.

this year. We had our stimulant last year—and
enough to last over the year.

If the government will guarantee us one-half
as good a deal as they guarantee, the railroads and
manufacturing plants taken Over, we will hustle
and do our best. Then get the produce to the con-
sumer at a reasonable cost and you will hear™no
grumble from the fellow with the little bunch of
spinach on his chin.—L. W. C., Ypsilanti.

Potato Grading System Holds Future Menace

In regard to the potato situation and system of
grading, there is absolutely no one who believes
in the present system of grading, although we have
sold here over a screen for the last 10 or 15 years.
Now in regard to this method of screening it is
absolutely necessary that the system be killed off,
not alone for this season, but for all seasons to
come. Talk about raising potatoes of uniform
size is a good deal like controlling the weather.
Of course you can. grade them to a uniform size
all right, and Prof. Waid says we will get so much
more for them. But do wef. In ether states they
are getting more money for no grade than we are
for No. 1. But the most serious problem will be
when there is a time as there is sure to be, when
potatoes will be ten cents a bushel. Then they
throw out all the over size anyway and if we have
this grading system in vogue it will be ruinous
to us. Now some people may think that ten cents
is an absurd price hut there have been thousands
of bushels sold herdlin the past for that price in
the spring of the year, besides other thousands that
were allowed to rot in the pit.s.

Now | have a scheme to do away with all this
system of grading, It is not honest neither is the
system honest. It is not practical for the large
grower but is for the small grower. Let the farmer
get the prescribed set of screens and screen their
potatoes at home, making the two grades.
take all of the nice large potatoes out of the No.
2 and keep them at home, putting the small No., 2
back in the NiC 1 grade and take them to the buy-
er. When he gets our No. 2 grade they will all
be small and he won’'t want them, but will have to
tako them because they wont go thru the cull
screen. As | said, it isn't- honest but neither are

Then.
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they and they are trying’ to ruin us." Take the
Beauty of Hebron potato which we think is a
splendid type of potato here. Of course it is one
of the-long varieties and about' 76% of, them will
go thru the No. 1 screen in a normal crop.—F. M.,
Ellberta.

Is War to Blame for Unjust Mill Profit?

Why is it that our government required us
farmers to do business on a basis of cost and 10
per cent profit while at the same time certain “pat-
riotic” elevator and mill owners are allowed to take
from 35 to 50 per cent? Here is a case from
our own county which will prove the assertion:

B went to the mill with 4661 pounds ,or 7 bu,,
41 Ibs. of No. 2 red wheat. The mill bought this
wheat at $2.06, which amounted to $15.83. B
buys 273 Ibs. of flour at $5.75 per cwt., which also
makes $15.83, or just the amount received for his
wheat. Now this amount of wheat will make 307
Ibs. of flour at $5.75 is worth $17.65. The mill also
has 154 Ibs. of feed, which at that time was .selling
at $50.00 per ton, which makes it worth $3.85.
So the mill gets $21.50 for the wheat which B sold
for $15.83. This is a profit of $5.67 on a $155.83
deal, or about 36 per cent, or 74 cents on each bu.
‘of wheat.
ground from each bu. Many people have a suspic-
ion that even ay Ibs. or more will be taken, but if
we complain they will tell us that the war is to
blame. But if only 45 Ibs, of flour are taken from
each bu. the figures will be as follows: Value of
10 bu. of wheat at mill at $2.06, $20.60. This wheat
will make 455 Ibs. of flour which at $5.75 per cwt.
is worth $25.87; there will also be 760 Ibs. of feed
which at $36.00 per ton is worth $2.70. Therefore
the mill gets $:8.57 for the products of 10 bu. of
wheat which was bought for $20.60. This leaves a
profit of $7.97 on 10 bu., or nearly. 80c «n each bu.,
or nearly 89 per cent. Ts this not patriotism with'
a string to it?—T. B,, Fowler.

Will the Government Uphold a Funny Man
With a Funny ldea?

IN Michigan Business Fabming Of Jan. 12 | see
that the potato experts will consider the potato
grade revision; that is the way it looks. Mr. Ex-
per Waid has all the say about it. It was he who
invented the grading scheme with the dealers, and
then say that the “progressive” farmers are in

®favor of it. | will ask how many progressives he
has on his list. | am sorry to say that we have no
such progressives around here. Is it possible that
the government will uphold a funny man with a
funny idea because he is an “expert?” One man
against thousands upon thousands who are against
it! We wish Mr. Waid had spoken about those
grading rules at planting time.

Why don’t some of the experts look at the seed
we have to buy? Not all of them, but some seed
houses sell us lots of noxious weed seed in ouf
grain seed, others sell us brush for ..mit trees.
Twelve years ago | bought what | supposed was
Northern Spy apple trees and they turned out to
be crab apples and Wolf- Rivers.

Those .experts are around to teach us how to
grow big crops of everything, while it would be
better if they made an effort to help us sell our
produce at a reasonable price. It looks to me as
if Mr. Waid' is hand in han™ with the commission
men, and when he comes around again to explain
the potato diseases and shove us pictures, don't
give him his dinner, let him carry his lunch—he is
against us.—J. D., Levering.

An Outrage Farmers Will Not Soon Forget

| have taken your pappr for some time and as
we take so many | concluded we could do without
the Michigan Business Fabming, but when this
potato steal came up and you handieu it so well |

changed my mind, and herewith hand you one dolr *

iar. Last spring the farmers here were asked to
make every effort to raise a bumper crop of po-
tatoes, and | with others, when help was so scarce
we had to pay $3 per day for every day’s work all
summer, did our best, and then have who should
be our friends step in and without our knowledge
fix an arbitrary grade upon our products, is an
outrage that the producers will not soon forget.
Everyone knows that the farmer sells at whole-
sale and buys at retail what we need. In our towp
the other day | met a farmer taking back 14 bu.
of seconds out of a load of 44 bu. | took three off
of one crate and brought them home; wife said
whe» she wanted extra nice potatoes to bake she
picked just such potatoes because of their regular
size and smoothness. ’ - [ T

| do not think that either the producer or the
consumer are benefitted by the grading. What they
both want are potatoes run over a 1% in. screen
and one grade. Then | think all parties will be
satisfied.—B. E. K., Ldkeview.

Can’t Blame Us if We Lose Confidence

Please tell me why our government cries “save,
save, and produce more,” and will then allow the
enormous waste of food in the two grades of pota-
toes-, and also allow the middleman such profits
for handling the crops. The farmers get 80c a
bu. for potatoes and the consumers pay from $1.50
to $1.70. Our community says less potatoes next
year. They are losing confidence, and you can't
blame them. >

The bean situation is practically the same. The
farmer gets $6 and thé consumer pays $12. It
seems that Mr. Hoover could help the situation
if he investigated, aud it should be done at once
to save the farmers thoiisands of dollars,—E.J.B.

In the future 45 Ibs. of flour must/ be.

15

— —h

Q = TN ] T CHY Q= =0 (0 e e e e e e (O e (©) e s

S

-_—0Q

«

_— R RQ —RQ R —-——

— e = =

Y = o
®w B

N

ﬁlf@@ PP —

=P T (O —(0) () —— (0)

fiH]

lir
! .



*jtpu.w

'M*Cni* Ak BUSI NE Ss|f ARMING

ginmnuiliilinmii

—_—— - —h —h

P®>!

Department] orthe IVoman

GbiirviciiHivii i HRr i G- AT -
N This Week's Tested Recipe

Scotck Oat Crackers

- TwC?Cupe rolled oats, fotrth cup
A of molasses, one and a half tablespoons of
fat, f&orth teaspoon soda, one teaspoon _salt./*
Grind or crush the oats. and mix. with the
Other materials. _Roll out in a thin sheet and*

cut in squares. Bake for 20 minutes In a mod- -
Makes three dozen crackers.

milk, fourth ff
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e;ale oven.

Regarding Educated Folks
Dear Mrs. Stark:-—

We have'been reading the letters in K. B. F. of
which the «me signed Mrs. M. L. was the “starter.”
The subject’ was interesting to me because | had
never lived on a farm until 1 was married and
“he" had never lived elsewhere, so you see it was
a case of somebody having to get acclimated and
that somebody was yours truly: The operation is
something like measles. After it is all over you
draw a long breath and say, “Thank the good
Lord you can’t have 'em but once.”

But | didn't open my mind to give you any of
my matrimonial experiences, because |'haven’'t
any particular fault to find with my husband ex-.
cept that his hair is pretty thin on top, but I like
him well enough to overlook that,,the real insti-
gating power"behfna this*letter was the statement
by Mrs. A. that Mrs. L’s “neighbors were as glad
to see "her move as she was td'go.” | think you
hit the bull's eye that shot, Mrs. A., and that gives
me a chance to drop just arlittle word on “educa-
tion.” “Education” is like cats- There are sever-
al kinds, among whom are skunks, and one edu-
cated person can stir up more rumpus in a peace-
ful, quiet, modest little, neighborhood than pa and
ma skunk and the whole little aromatic skunk
family. That is to say an educated, person whose
education has all lodged in his. head and left his
heart empty and sort of calloused over.

I have in mind a case of thi« kind that is a
double-header since both husband and wife have
a “lodged” education, this time lodged on their
bumps of self-esteem. There are other people in
the neighborhood who can read just as much latin,
quote just as reliable and notorious historians and
repeat just as much obsolete and jaw-breaking
poetry but they act just as.human as if they
didn't know their alphabet.

But Mr. and Mrs. Education moved into our
neighborhood and set themselves immediately at
work to impress the “natives” with the superior-
ity of their methods and manners and advantages.
The natives are hard to impress. Mrs. Education
has revealed to some of us (by experience) a num-
ber of new ways of cheating help out of their hard
earned pay, and several new tines of discourtesy,
but the only impression of any moment that she
has made on us is that her room impresses us
more favorably than her company,

Mr. Education has been busy teaching the men
folks some new ways of farming. Out in these
parts we have been in the habit of pruning cuir
grapes according to common sense and exper-
ience and leave only four arms to the vine. Moth-
er Nature rewarding us in the golden October
with large bunches of well ripened fruit. He
leaves six or eight arms and expects Mother Na-
ture to outdo herself for his benefit. She is a
wise ©OM girl though and gives him morC bunches
but little scraggly half-filled concerns scarcely
worth harvesting, but he. packs them religious-
ly (?) in A No. 1 grade baskets and passes them
on the buying public with a clear conscience and
an extra swell of his educational hump. Every
spring he plants a couple acres, of beans and
the» begins to worry about the bean situation as
generously as if he had a million acres: His
corn never gets man size and in fact- there is
nothing man size about him or anything he does.

Now then, if Mrs: L. was like this her neighbors
viewed her departing dust without a tear or- sigh.
Selfishness or egotism are twin sisters and we
don’'t any oi us need to take them in to board if
we don’'t want to. The good' God; who gave us
life also gave us, within ourselves, the power of
happiness and the ability to radiate the same.

LOTt wad some power the giftie gie us,

To see ourseVs as ithers see us,

It wad frae meny a blunder free us,
ant foolish n*otign."—F .

* *

blrs. F. N. certainly throws a great deal of light
on the subject we have been discussing: “Should
the farmer marry a city girl?” | know everyone
will enjoy her letter as much as | did, which is a
great deal! It certainly is true that there are
many varieties of education. The- city girl and
the city man, too, are too prone to think that they
have the education market cornered. They seem
to think that a book education is everything. The

m oo o

ij.; Anna Campbell Stark, Editor

‘City man often moved his family to toe country.
He is filled with hook' knowledge, hut his next-
door fanner neighbor has him skinned when it

comes to a- real inborn understanding of the soil,

that are a matter of instinct to the real farmer.
Ctf course I am not “knocking” book "larnin'”
It's a mighty pleasant and convenient thing to
know Ipit hut it is a pity when that knowledge
becomes a “lodged” knowledge as Mrs. F. N. says
making a person, conceited and self-centered. The
old philosophers and scholars are always simple,
kindly folks, who didn’t use their education just
to show up the other fellow's ignorance.

And that's what, most city girls like to do when
they go to the farm—parade their accomplish-«
monts, and try to make the farmer’'s wives feel
foolish  Of course, since the farmer's wife is more
often than not better educated than -she is, she
only succeeds in flaunting her own ignorance
abroad, making everyone sorry for her 'husband.

Let's have some‘more letters as interesting as
Mrs. F. N.'s. Write on this or any subject you
would like to have us all gossip about in/bur cot-
hurnus to Anne Campbell Stark, Editor Home Dept.
Michigan Business Farming, Mt. Clemens; Mich.

rmeiMaam
My Old Pal
OME folks may fail me and some folks
may blame;
Some folks may,fill me with sorrow and
&hamé;
Some folks may cheat me, and some folks,
may sneer, * \Y%
And some folks may gossip and say | am
queer.
But one will stick to me, though others
.may fail.
Why he Wouldn’t leave me if | went to
jail!

HPRERE are tjiose- whpm | see every day
* and call friend,
Who wouldn’t stay by me like bg, to the

end.

If deepest disgrace should by chance be
my lot, \ '

They'd all melt away from my side like
as not;

And no one would pity, bait everyone
blame

If misfortune and rum should shadow
my name! .

Y brother would shun me ’ere he'd
run away, , ' .
And no matter what other people might

. £ say,

His eyes would light up when he saw me,
and he

Would come running and leaping so glad-
ly to met

And if | should die, he would bury his
nose

Deep, deep in my grave, and die too, |
suppose | BES
HOUGH he’s only a dog, | confess that

T | prize '

The loyal devotion that shines in his eyes!
—Anne Campbell Stark

Haw to Prevest Colds
U N OUNCE of prevention is worth a pound
of cure” was an old saying of my grand-
mother’'s which | heard often in my
young days. This is particularly applicable to colds.

Sometimes in a school filled with snuffling, cold-
stricken children, one or two Will escape. Why is
this? Perhaps it is because their mothers realize
how very catching colds are, and have paid close
attention to the following preventatives:

They have kept their children well nourished
and free from constipation, and with their little
lungs filled with good, clean, fresh, air.

They have -warned their children not to share-
anyone’s else drinking cup, handkerchief, pencil,
towel, candy, apples or other food.

She has co-operated with the teacher, and given
her the benefit of her certain knowledge that it is
better for the children to use little squares of

iff clean cotton and burn them, than to carry soiled
handkerchiefs about all day. Also that an open
vesseLof water has been kept on the stove all day,
so that the air will be kept moist, instead! of the

the crops,, the Weather, and all those other things _.
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Uncle Sam's Thrift Thought

1 As_a butter saver, Americans mlqht adopt
the English custom of serving, marmalade'with
toast of hot bread for breakfast. Let the fruits
supply the sugar to be used in'making these
marmalades. heir virtue lies in the fartness
f the fruit and.the:fact that they contain only

Wi |
HQ = || =

= <what nature pot in the fruits.

Di*.e-Prone Jain
P Wash one pound of prunes, soak over night; .j
I cook ih. some water and remove stones ,Re- |
s move stones from one pound dates and cut in
g small pieces. CoOk with prunes, until mixture
g is thick,, Add small amount of lemon Juice. =

dry air that irritati») the nose passages and causes
coughing. ~
Do Your Childre* Go to Bed Early?

Of course they do, because moot folks on the
farm do go to bed early. But there are excep-
tions, and it-fs to these exceptions that this little
homily is directed." t

| have heard motkers complaiii aboiit how Derr
j«/us and excitable their children were whoovere

X -in the habit of keeping them up until they (the
parents) went to bed. Child-en are bound tu be
nervous who get insufficient *Wp.

Little tota require so. much ire sleep than we
do, and the babies that sleep most grow up to be
the healthiest aaults. Begin in infancy and put
baby to sleep at the same hour every day, in its
own littie cot, and take every care that ft is not
disturbed; And if your object is notato pamper

* your child, but to rear it in good health ,you will
see that it gets plenty of sleep in an airy room. ei

A Good Game for St. Valentine’'s Day —
The-Floral Wedding
Write the following questions on heart- shaped
leaves of paper, which you can bind with hearts
cut from red paper:

fcarUMT $, WIS

1. What was the bridegroom’s name! )

2. What was the bride’s name? “

3. At what hour was the wedding?

4. What high dignitary married them?'. me "-|

5. Who was one dark eyed bride’s maid?

6. Name one pretty bride’s maid. V-

7. Who gave the bride away? r _ V.i'8

8. What did'the bride wear on her head?

2. Wkat did she wear on her feet?

10. What style of collar did she wear?

11. How did she know she would marry him? |

12« What was the color of'her eyes?

13. What was the color of her cheeks? , 1

J4. Color of her lips? - t. 8§

15. What was the name her restless little, §
brother?;.' r

Bach answer is the name of a flower. A prize t].

can he given to the one guessing the greatest
number. The answers are as follows:

1* Sweet William; 2, May Bélle; 3, Four o’clock;
4, Jack in the Pulpit; 5, Black Eyed Susan; 6,
Daisy; 7, Poppy; 8 Orange Blossom; 9. Lady Slip-
“per; 10, Stock; 11, Aster; 12, Violet; 13, Pink;,
14-, Rose; 15, Johnny Jump Up.

Simple Sugarless Desserts

Hot rice or hasty pudding (cornmeal mush)
served with a sweet sauce makes a simple whole-
some dessert. Chopped raisins gr dates may” be
added to either but na sugar is needed. Here are
a few easily made sauces.: ,

Honey Sauce—1 cup honey, 1-4 cup water; 1 table-
spoonful butter substitute, 1-4 teaspoon salt, 1-4
teaspoon cinnamon, a dadi at nutmeg, juice of one
lemon. or 2 tablespoons vinegar. Boil together 1s
minutes. The jwic© of one orange and grated pee!
may be used instead of lemon and seasoning in
this recipe.

Molasses Sauce—1 cup molasses oc syrup, 1 table-
spoon cornstarch stirred smooth with water. 1
tablespoon butter substitute, .1-4 teaspoon china-
mo», a pinch of salt, lemon juice or vinegar to
taste. Boll all ingredients together 2# minutes.
Hot molasses flavored with ground ginger makes
an excettetrt sauce.

Fruit Sauce—To one cup '«f carp syrup add
one-half cup chopped raisins 6r dates. Heat he-
for* serving. B o

Apple Fruit Cake—Two cups apple sauce (un-
sweetened), 2 cupe Orleans molasses, % cup of
shortening, 2 teaspoons soda, .3 cups flour, 1 cup
chopped raisins and citron, | teaspoon each all-
spice, nutmeg and cinnamon. Simmer together
the apple sauce and molasses until dark red or
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brown-. 'Let cost and add shortening, soda, flour, (tEg

floured fruit and.' spices.
two- to two and a half hours.

Bake in a stow oven from ]
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THELIUTTLE TART

The Qtteen rtf Hearts 'may- be re-
sponsible for it, but a tart is a differ-
ent thing from a pie. The word “talrt”
hooks up with Mother-Goose past and
promises something that Is different,
and flatteringly individual.

Tart shells may he filled with pre-
serves, honey or custard, and .varied
by adding meringues or a bit of whip-
ped cream. Sprinkle top With chop-
ped quts or candied orange peel. /

War Posirj/—Wheatless knd port
wheat .pastries ate here offered- to
patriotic housewives. Line tarts or
muffin tins with /one of the following
pastries rolled thin. Bake before fill*
ing.;' AVAY i A

No. 1.—Combine as for other past-
ry the following ingredients« .adding
enough water for a stiff dough: Two

cups barley flour« quarter teaspoon.

salt, third cup vinegar, fat, half tea-
spoon baking powder.

Nor- 2-~-Combine ingredients« using
enough liquid to make a dough that
can be rolled thin. Bake in quick ov-
en: Half cup cornmeal, half cup of
wheat flour, half teaspoon salt, one
tablespoon fat, three tablespoons milk.

No. 3.—Scald two cups finely ground
oatmeal with one cup of boilling Wa-
ter; add one teaspoon vegetable fat;
roll very thin and hake in quick oven.

Orange Tarts—With company pres-
ent try these tarts: Cup boiling water,

ffvVsyl/

| Up-to-Date Fashions \

1 A N, UNUSUA(SjLIY attractive dresss

mix for the little girl aged «, 8, ifi, it org

leld years is numbered 8487. This tag'
g§5|mple, as.all'children’s clothes should

|

be.. an et |t S a certain styles
6i]icﬁ |ds \)/ery #etcﬂ?ng. \Y Y

i Here's a pretty empire dress for_the 1
four year old, humpbered 8481. Thiss

1 pattern also comes in 6, 8 10 and 121
myear sizes. *

1 : The ladies’ waist numbered
5comes in .'sizes SS to'42
S measure.

I'~ A handsome little dress is nunaEber-1
fed 8482. This also could be made off
1 two shades of material, A stripe, re-1
1 Meved by plain, material would ,laok[]
1 well, made 'in this style. Sizes- 3% to g
= 44 Tilches bust 'measurg. The Skirt iflg
jifour gored.
A plain,- tailored
umbered 8504.

8484,1
inches busts'

looking skirt _ isJ]
. This comes in sinesg
4 to 32 inches waist measures It

t in two Pldces._ This, combined =
ith the pretty bitwise numbered 8484 f
ould make a” pretty combination. §

Do you ever have enough house
aprons? If seems to me that | never
do. | am interested, therefore, as you
1 must be, in the exceedingly pretty |
= patterns we have from time to tlme,?
1st aprons. .. B4C is especially

| neat. - It comes in sizes 36, 40 and 44 g
{8inches bust measure.

I Price of each pattern ten cents. 3
H = Address, Fashion Department, Mich- g
f igan Business Farming, 'Mt CIemens,Jg.
1 Michigan. A
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large juicy orange, two-thirds cup of
white corn, syrup, one teaspoon lemon
jalce, 'three eggs. 'Rub cornstarch
smooth with a little cold water, add
the boiling water and cook five min*
utes; add the pulp and. part of the
grated rind of the orange, the syrup
and the lemon juice? heatl.thoroughly
and poor slowly on the beaten yolks
of the eggs; beat well; pour into tart
shells;/ cover with meringue made of
the whites of the eggs and flavored
with lemon juice; sprinkle with grat-
lemon peel? brown in oveh;; serve
chid.

Daisy Tarts—Daisy tarts will please
the children. Seed and mix one-half
cup each raisins and dates; put fruit
through .food chopper; fill tart shells.
Form daisy with center of yellow pre-
serves of candied orange peel and the
petals of almonds cut Ilengthwise.

Cranberry Taris—Wash dry and
prick one cap cranberries (unless
cranberries are dried there is too
much liquid); cook berries with one
cup white corn syrup into which a
teaspoon of corn starch has been stir-
red; when fruit Is cold fill tart shells.
Vary this by using half raisins and
half cranberries.

Apple Tarts—Make an apple sauce,
using white syrup instead of sugar;
fill shells; sprinkle top with chopped
nuts; place a square of cufrent jelly
in center of each,.

Apple-Raisin Tarts—Wash and soak
one cup of seedless raisins over night;
simmer in same water for an hour;
add one puart peeled quartered ap-
ples and one-half eup white syrup;
slinmer together until done; fill tart
shells.

This is Evelyn_ Einesnrith, who lives in
Huntington, Indiana. She is Mr. and
Mrs. S. H. Slagle’s first grandchild. She
visited her grandparents this fall, at Har-
rietta, Michigan, and theg were mighty
prond of her, Isn't she a big girl for two
years old?

AHIRA RAISES BEANS

Ahira Enan Hinkleum
A cobbler was by trade, .
His_patches, soles and all his work,
'‘Twas sald securely stayed.

He owned an unpretentious house,
* Just suited_ to: his needs;

A barn and little plat of ground,

' For years grown up to weeds.

Ahira Enan Hinkleum, i
Bead news of war in_spring,
EsRema_IIy the prices, high, i
Il kinds of beans would bring.

Then Hoover came, with counsel wise,
To teach folks what to do;

And said Ahira Hinkleum, \
“1 long to help some. too.__

“l cannot go to war, because
My eyes are getting dim ;

But T've a plan whicji yet may prove
A, H. has, got some'vim.

"MBy {)ie_ce of %round is very small,

ut kidney beans grow thick ;

| sure eahrraias two_bushels there,
And. prove that Pin a brick. -

“For thirty dollars they would sell, '
And that's no little joke.:

Why, .that w.quld buy Miranda H.
A brand new wintér cloak.

“So I will help—m_}l country, and
Myself the while, as wéll,
AhIfU, Enan Hinkleum
I see with beans to sell.”

He dollars, two, paid for a man

. ,And horse to plow his ground;

A dollar more to get bis seed
The best that could be found.

He then prepare”™ to plant them, on
One pleasant summer morn.

But finding ground was full of quack.
Began to look forlorn.

I fi
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“l Always Do
Better With

"OldlIfcadfl

S0 6&J9 Mrs, .

Catherine Sullivan ofOsman. W is., one of
ithe 950,000 Old Trusty owners, "I've seen many
mimlteniriiiifrir» butthe Mr_ter_th(#)oultryprlces )
ilininitie tuodtijpnui nrw Cli! Tirnrfr *Wrttn nnil i

ET Tiff». BO%K offElﬁ)&E /
oultry'Kifow How " h

andleara why OW Tntsfy means more than \(i

ever to you this year. With valuable eggsaod /I

big profits at state you can't afford toTosea / 1

smqlg hatch. . Our pldest machines am now]JC

A years oldandatill makingbig batches,

I Wefaythe Freight dr Express end j |

| sh]P QOld Trastl}/ doable quick—eompletely
built—ready for buiineaa tba minute it arrives” «77*°35

JYB Write today. Yoora truly, H. H. JOHNSON.

M. M. JOHNSON COMPANY n
CLAY CENTER NEBRASKA ««” s

Your Cream
Separator

shYou won't feel the cafitat all. The ma-
1» chine itselfwill save its own cost and
. morebeforeyou pay. We shipany aize sep-
E% er%tor_ you need V\% reithromourfactor%/
nd give you ole year u
an» ﬁ)W grlceg?orﬁym u .Eeggm%at
Alfred Geatches, No. Jack sorho,, sags:
W Wearegettingmorethantwicethecream H
Wwe werebefore/The separator is very to H
fioan nml runsver” easy.” Why notgeta £0U f

g n WCKenruiw umivusb v/

NEW BUTTERELY

Cream Separators have these exclusive high grade features—,
frictionless pivot ball bearings bathed m oil,” sett-draming_bowl,

self-dralnlngmilktank,easycqeamngonepiec'ealummums im m

30 Ban FREE Trial — Lifetime Guarantee

against all defects_ in material and worirawnship. We ship
){pu the machine you need, yen nse it for SB day».
hen If Mewed you een make the restof the small month»/ pay-
ments out of the extra cream profits the eepar”™orea”~tma
makes for yon. If yon are not Pleaseddust ship>the .machine
bnfir at our ~ypnnno”and we will refund what you paid, xou
take no risk. Write for HUES Catalog now.
ABAGH Vbrs?al

DOAER OO, 2260 | Boulevard, CHICALO

Morn after morn he toiled and sweat
At tasks so hard and“ong, .

Uprooting quack, with aching back,
For roots were large and strong.

At_last, his task completed, he
ol tostly eans dig plene Qnee
But if you can’t youpcangt. Groom
A _sl_rwrt ¥aga|tion theg hﬁ t?ﬁk, ht Atmays
as fairly earned, he thought.
For much and hard work had r%]e done Groom

To plant his war-time plat.

Returning from vacation’s rest,
His lot he went to see;

He there found beans, but also weeds,
As thick as thick could be.

On. that night hoed toe one row out,
The next hoedl little unore,

And found to Tioe was harder, much,
Than he had dreamed before.

He weeded and he weeded, still,
And still the weeds they grew;

And When the last row was cleaned out
He did commence anew.

The summer passed and autumn <€chill
The weeds began to check ;

Ahira then begad to count
The bean pods/by the peck.

But as the nights much colder grew,
He frost began to fear, i
And grew anxious, and more anxious,

As equinox drew near.

One night stars_bri%ht were shining and |
e ai

Send us 10c for a packet of Mauie's
Success Tomato seed which will grow
a quantity of the heaviest and meatiest
variety of tomatoes. - Every lot of
Mauie’ s seeds is tested for strength and
growing power before the seeds are
sent to you.

THE MAULE SEED BOOK

176 pages kU ofvahmUe plaat- p n r p
mg and gardening information «
W rite for It today.

No matter what you want to mise in
your garden, you will findcomplete in-
formation about it ift this catalog.

You tone noney and get fresh seeds
whenyon buy from
WML HENRY MAULE, in«.

A chid was in t r 2115 Arch Street Phfla., Pa.
Next day the beans were limp and black
Those'hills so green and fair.
The dauntless Mr. Hinkleum
hen said, “i’ll»pull them all, .
Though some are ripe and some are Iam |0n

i green, ' -
iAnd stack in barn, though small.
"I've raised a few,” Ahira said.
| ho'oed that more would grow;
But I'll have™twenty dollars wort, .
The price is high; you know.’

As soon as he arose next morn,
Ahira looked about .

He saw a cow was {n his barn,
and hurried wildly out.

Alas, he did forget the door
To close the night before.

Belle City Incubator

Prize Winning Model — Double Fibre
Board Case, Hot-W ater, Cop-
per Tank, Nursery, Self-Reg-
ulate%i aalgetyELaTmth, The{-
B AT ter JBachle WAl
140-Chick Brooder-bothonly 212.95.

And all his beans lay strewn and Freight Prepaid
crushe East at Rockies—allowed towards Express
e cow had cracked and spi Ao R I
The Coé,tvwevr\llgd cracked and split and Usedka})%Jnde arnan.d .
And tramgl'ed them in the dyt. Agri'IColleges. Withthis

Till scarcely any beans were left
That weren't In some way hurt.

Ahira Enan Hinkleum
Looked on in_angry pain, i

Then vanished in_his visions bright,
Of patriotic gain.

Wth muttered words-he turned away.
And walked into the street,

“Perhaps,” said he, “I may clean up
A very few to eat.”

“Next year the farmer, stout, may raise
The beans, _if they will grow;
And | will stick unto my last

An extra hour or so.
—Practical Sally in Practical Farmer.



Main Office and Drier -a

PORT HURON, MICHIGAN

Your Bean Problems were never greater than they are
W I S b E » S now. Wet beans are a dangerous commodity/and must
be handled during cold weather, or they w il spoil when

the weather moderates. We have a fully equipped Bean Plant at port Huron, with a big bean Drier,
and will be glad to have an opportunity of helping you save your wet beans. There are quite a number of bean driers in

the State, but very few Elevators are equipped for drying.

It will not be necessary for you to sell your beans to us,

although we are in shape to handle them on consignment. If you want us to dry these beans, we offer our facilities at a
reasonable price, and they can be dried and returned to you for picking, or be sold elsewhere, either by you, or we offer

our services. Write us the quantity of beans you have to offer,

and the name of your local elevator man, who usually

buys your beans, and we will be glad to ta”e the matter up with them, and see if we can arrange to handle your wet beans

through them.

you care t<

HAND PICKED BEANS youres o

been handpicked, and you

wish to send them to market but are unable to do so on account of them being too damp, you can
ship them down to us and we will dry them, pack .them again in bags, and re-consign them to whatever place you want
them to go, There should be at least one hundred bushels in the lot, to be dried successfully.

* Our experience with wet beans teaches .us that, the*quicker one gets rid of them the better he is off. Don’t wait
until they spoil. Railroads move slow. Write us for-dlull particulars, and we will be glad to answer you promptly.

We advise getting in your Seed Beans now, buying either from

S E E D B EA N S your neighbors or your elevator man. Try them out. Be sure
they are dry, and will keep, and that they will germinate.

PURINA

_ Checker Board
InZero Feeds

Weather
Reliable and Honestly

MOIGEC}CES Compounded.

Mfongy L
Satisfaction or your

PURINA! Money Back.

wn qeex  For Horses,
S Stock and

Poultry
PURINA O-MOLENEHORSE FEED
PURINA CALF CHOW, 33 1-3 per cent protein

A distinctive feed for raising calves and saving milk,

PURINA FATENA FEED

For fattening steers—mojasses, corn, cottonseed meal and alfalfa.

PURINA PIG CHOW

For developing and fattening pigs and hogs.

PURINA SCRATCH FEED and CHICKEN CHOWDER

PURINA CHICK FEED Makes the little chicks develop twice
as fast as any other ration.

Daybreak

FERTILIZER

Thejjresent demand for foodstuffs to feed
the world makes the American farmer’s op-
portunity.

To get the great results, you must enlistthe
assistance of artificial fertilizers—it will help
make those two blades of grass grow where
one grew before. N

Crowd your stock, your poultry, your farm, into in-
creased capacity. Federal Daybreak Fertilizers will help.
If your dealer doesn’t handle it, you can order direct from us.

We carry stocks at Port Huron, Croswell, Harbor
Beach, Owendale and Roseburg.

Get your orders for Fertilizer in early. Railroads
will be unable to deliver later.

Distributors

IEjisgE

r PW? 2wwr

PORT HURON, MICHIGAN
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PROGRESS WITHATHE
il STALLION

law

We are glad to bé able ta state that
staftftm dealers are coming to know
that INfichigan has a stallion law, and
that they can no longer make this
State a dumping ground, as many have
been doing in the past. | just recent-
ly saw an advertisement of a stallion
dealer >in which he was offering stal-
lions for sale that would pass Michi-
gan inspection.. This shows they ar®
taking notice.?J .'/

Fake papers are encountered very
rarely now, due no donht to the cam-
paign against them by >personal con-
tact, correspondence, and publicity
through our reports.® But we have re-
cently been confronted with,a couple
of cases that We are powerless to cope
with, except to. prevent the owners
from using the stallions for public ser-'
vice, and in this case the penalty falls
on innocent parties, and for this reas-
on we have interested ourselves as far
as we were able in helping to place
the blame.

We are much tempted to mention
names in connection with these cases
but it would perhaps be indiscreet; In
one instance we are morally Certain
as to who changed the date of foaling
on the papers of an aged stallion and
sold him to an unsuspecting purchaser
who did not know of it until his at-
tention was called to it by our librar-
ian.

In the other ease through a dispute
as to "ownership or some other disa-
greement among some dealers the pap-
ers of a Belgian horse have become
suspicious, one of the parties involved
claiming that the stallion with whom
thé papers now are is not the one that
was recorded. ' .V/? V/Ivy'’-

There is a question as to whether or
not this situation is not the result of
a disagreement as above indicated,
as this stallion had & license at one
time (.1912) which was allowed to ex-
pire. The present sitiiation develop-
ed when the present owner made ap-
plication for re-instatement.of the li-
cense. Upon our suggestion this mat-
ter has been referred to an attorney
and we hope for some results.

The question of transfers which was
formerly such a bug-bear is working
out very nicely, nearly all matters com-
ing into our office being now accom-
panied by the proper transfers. It
should be from one owner to another
that a transfer on an official blank is
invariably demanded. There is still
difficulty in those cases where dis-
agreement develops in the course-of
exchange of ownership and one or the
other refuses to sign a transfer. Re-
memeber all these changes must he
entered on our hooks, and in order to
do so the State License, transfer and
$1.00 must Joe sent to our office these'
three no less;-—Dr1 John 8. Black.

HOW TO ECONOMIZE IN
BEEF COW FEEDING

In Bulletin. No. 615 on The Econom-
ical Winter Feeding of Beef Cows in
the .corn belt, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture investigators” cite
conditions on five farms in support of
their arguments that winter feed co™ts
may bg largely reduced, without det-
riment to the cows or calves, through
greater use of farm by-products in ra-
tions. >

Avoid feeding excessively, avoid
costly rations, use more cheap rough-
ages, such as straw and corn stover,
feed silage where conditions make it
more economical than corn fodder—
this is advice in the bulletin.

The first farm used as an example
is in east central lowa. The breeding
herd consisted of a grade bull and 22
grade cows, from which 20 calves were
obtained. The cows were given exces-
sive amounts of high-priced feed for
both of the years for which records
were procured, says the bulletin.

They were turned on stalks Novem-
ber 15. Winter feeding began a few
days later and lasted until May 1,
when the cows were again turned on
pasture. During the 165-day interval
each cow received the following:

Stalks, 1 1-5 acres, at $1 an acre;
fodder, 2-5 acre, at $35 an acre; mixed
hay, 34 ton, at $10 a ton; corn, 2 bus.,
at 65c a bu.

As the average yield of corn on this
farm was 50 bus. to the acre, and as
the best corn was cut for f&dder, the
cows, considering the com in the fod-

ITICHIGAN HITSIRE SS FARK!IfG
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der and the additional grain fed, re-
ceived a total of 22 bushels per head.

Thii is almost a fattening ration. If

the corn had been husked from .the

fodder and only the Stover fedj'there

would have been sufficient roughage

for the cows. Estimating that three-

fourths of a tOn of stover was eaten

per ac.re of stalks and that the stover

from the fodder, fed?-would go 2 tons

to the acre, and allowing the cows 3

bushels of corn each during the win-

' ter/instead Of ?2, Hhey ,would Receive

thé following daily ration; ;

| "Stover, 20,6 IbS-T" mixed ha'y, 5.6 Ibs.; (;
corn, 1.0 Ibs.

This ration would be sufficient for
their needs.

By merely eliminating the excessive
amount of '‘corn (19 bushels), from the
ration a saving of $11.40 could have
been made and the feed bill reduced
very nearly one-half, or from $24 to
$12.60 per cow.

Rations on the fifth farm inspected
by the investigators are pronounced
very satisfactory. The bulletin tells
of it io illustrate how a farmer may
grow;- emergency forage crops to take
the place of hay when the hay crop is
a failure.

This farm (240 acres) is in north*
eastern Kansas.. Seventy acres were
in corn, 25 in oats, 25 in wheat, and
100 in pasture. Because of the unusu-
al rainy weather prevailing in- that
section the oats and wheat for the
year, in which" the record was taken
were practically destroyed and the
straw was absolutely worthless for
feeding. To provide for a lack of hay
IS acres of millet and 4 of sorghum
Were grown.

The herd consisted of a bull and 15
grade cows, from which 15 calYes
were obtained. The cows were turned
on stalks November 1 and allowed to
run there until spring. They receiv-
ed approximately 3 acres of stalks, 1
ton*of millet hay, and one-third of a
ton of sorghum fodder each. Valuing

This sturdy young sire is owned by H.
J. Flower of Milo, Mich.

the millet at $4.50 a ton and the sor-
ghum at $4 a ton, the winter feed cost,
per cow was $8.20. The cows were car-
ried through the entire year for a net
cost of $25.85. v

The bulletin strongly recommends
that farmers who raise their own feed-
er cattle take more pains to find”out
the needs of their animals and feed
them accordingly. They are invited to
write for advice to their own state ex-
periment stations or the United States
Department of Agriculture.

W hat the Neighbors Say!

Being a _farmer am interested in the
stand M. B.-F, has taken regarding a
square deal for the farmer in potato grad-
ing. It is_highway robbery or even worse.
O.”S. W., Thompsonville.

.| find that in reading the Michigan Bus-
iness Farming that it is a friend of the
farmer and by supporting it we are do-
ing our bit, as | believe the farmer a
brave fighter—P. W. T

_Enclosed please find one, dollar and
wish you success with Michigan Business
Farming.~—J. T. P., Gratiot county.

Enclosed,find one dollar for M. B. F.
.for_one year. _ I like the paper very much.
#-D. H, Sanilac county.

. lonia county.

I was very much pleased with the sam-
Ple you sent' me. Enclosed find one dollar
or “the paper.—H. W. G, <llresque Isle
county.  _

I am v_er¥ Interested _in your paper
and want it for a year. Enclosed find $1
—J. A. Thompson, ‘Mecosta county.

Your paper_is the best of its kind |
ever saw. Will do all I can to boost it
%Iong.—Wm. Bronkema, Missaukee coun-
y.

Will Save Ybur Chicks!

Any ,reader of this magazine who writes
P. J. Kelly, the Poultryman, at 199 Kelly
Bidg., No.”2 N. 2nd St.,”"Minneapolis, Minn.,
will receive a Free Copy of his_new book-
let “White Diarrhoea In Baby Chidks.” It
tells how to prevent, remedy "and save the
whole hatch. It's free. rite ofr it at
once. (Adv.) > e / !

Rates:—Up., to 14 lines or on: Inch and
for less than IS insertions under this
heading, fifteen cents per line. TitlewdiH
plea/ed to best; advantage. _Send n copy
and we Will quote rates. For larger ads
*v) for ads/t<vrnn.13 Issues or more W
make special rates which will cheerfully
be sent on application to the Advertising
Dept., 11« Fort St., Detroit.

CATTLE

E. L. SALISBURY

SHEPHERD, MICH.
Breeder of purebred

Holstein-Friesian Cattle
Young bulls for sale from A. R.
O. Cows with creditable records.

WOLVERINE STOCK FARM

FOR SALE, a beautifully mark-
ed bull calf, born Aug. 3, 1917. Sire
Judge Walker Pieterje whose first
five -dams are 30 _pound cows, his
dam a 24 pound 3 year-old grand-
daughter of King of the Pontiaes,
and second dam~a 26 pound cow.
This calf_will please you.

Price, $200.

RAGUE,

> W. SP
Route 2, BattTe Creei, Mich.

250 STEERS FOR SALE
mOnes, twos, threes, Herefords, Angus
and Shorthorns. 600 to 1200 Ibs. Choice
quality sorted to size, age and breed. In
ar lots. Write your wants. C. F.

car |t Bali,
Fairfield, lowa,

HATCH HERD HOLSTEINS

YPSILANTI We have been “breeding
Up” for the past eleven
MICHIGAN years. = Pontiac Korndyke
and King Korndyke Sadie
Vale hulls In service. = Select your next
sire now.

“BRENNAN JERSEY FARM”
STRICTLY MAJESTY line bred reg.
bulls and heifers for sate from dams
that are doing better than 50 Ibs. fat per
mo. We invite inspection. .
Capac, Mich.

Sired Brennan,
Registered Holstein Bull
FOR SALE Igeady for service; also
bull calf. These bulls are of choice breed-
ing. For particulars write Fred Lord,
Stockbridge. Mich.

For Salef b, s,
or sa e'lland bull chlves from 56
Ibs, bull and A. R. Q. dams; also females

of all a%es_. § .
Wm, Griffin, Howell, Mich., R. No. 5
HORSES

PEBCHERON STALLIONS, one 3 years
old, driven single and double. One ten
ears old, tfioroly broken single and doub-
e. Will work like.a mare. eavy boned
entle fellows. Price $406 and $300. Fred
. Randall, Manchester, Mich.

8 ‘ One 2-year-old Black Per-
Ror Nslo ghggon,gtalien. yeiohing
Stallion Ingomar 30047, that has been at
the head of our stud for 10 years, . A
Bray Est., Chas. Bray, Mgr., Lansing,Mich
FOR SALE—Percheron Stallion, black.

No. 121705, foaled June 23, 1915; No.
131951, foaled June 29, 1916. J.F. Glady,
R. 7, Vassar, Mich.

HOGS
RONIGIS ERANR g?g?“é‘.t er as
at reasonable priee. . Leonard, St

E.
Louis, Mich., R. No. 3
feed cull beans let me

WYN—TED:—Pi
roraham. Hubbard Lake.

_know. Chas.
Michigan.

BREIID\I GILTS

o)

V. To Wm. B. No. 47049. Longfellow

/T N& 18675 Sire of 1st prize ~youn

* herd at lowa State Fair. Fall pigs an

C* hreed serviceable boars. .
J. CARL JEWETT, Mason, Mich.

CHOICE REGISTERED STOCK

Perclierons—Colonel 104833, a grand-
son of Morse I'&d Olbert; a “great
%randson of Besigue and Calypso,  at
ead of stud.? Holstein»—Senior Sire,
son of Pontiac Aaggie Korndyke and a
28.22 pound dam.”~ Aberdeen-Angu«r—>
Senior Sire, Black Earl of Woodlawn ;
152209. A Blackbird. Shropshirex—A
small but choice flock, large, and wool-
ed from nose to toes. Duroos—The
large, prolific money-making kind. It *
in_need of a first-class sire, write_ me. . j
DORR D. BUELL, Elmira, Mich. B. 1. 1

3 Bl

RfCiCSIEl'ERED HAMPSHIRE _BOARS
and bred gilts for sale. John W.

Snyder, R. 4., °St. Johns, Mich.
1 r BOARS and. SOWS of tine 1
0. 1t. ?uaﬁty. Prices reasonabl%. ;
Registered free and will ship C.O.D. Floyd |
H. "Banister. Springport, Mich. ~1
Choice young boars ready
O.1.C for, service; also fall p«gs-
- V. . ejther sex-; sired by Ist
%Il'lze yearling_boar Mich: State Fair 1917,
over Leaf "Stock Farm. Monroe. Mich.,

SHEEP
hire Ewes ir™ IlewesTblwrel §

Prices _right! A son of Tanner's f
H. F. Mouser, Ithaca, *

Shro
right!
Raoyal in service.
Michigan.

2 YOUNG DELAINO EWES, bredj and
}:'earllng Ram, $60.00 to quick buyer..
S. H. (Saunders, R. No. 2, Ashtabula, Ohio.

FOR august {DELIVERY 50 Register™

ed Shropshire Yearling ewes and 30
Registered Ye_arlln% Rams- df extra qual-
ity and breeding. lock established 1890,
C. Lenaen, Dexter, Michigan.

POULTRY

Barred rock cockerels for sate,
$2.00 to $5.00 each for_strain with
records to 290 eggs a year. Circular free

Fred Astling. Constantine. Mich
BARRSE RUW FR&C F%Ehﬁvq o
Thompson strain, and . earling
breeding_ hens, .. Well Barred. Sam
St.adel. Chelsea. Michigan.

JOHN'S BIG BEAUTIFUL BARRED
Rocks are hen hatched and sold on ap-

proval %3 to $10 each. 1 male and 4 fe-
males $12.00. Good layers. Circulars,
Photos.  John Northon. Clare, Michigan,

Superior Farm» White Wyandoits
Good winter layers, and fit for any show

room. A few good cockerels, $3 and $5
each. E?gs after Mar. 1st. C. W. Hon-
eywell, Plymouth, Mich.

ANCONA COCKERELS

From $2.00 to $5.00 each. Also 2 hens and
cockerel for. ?\5 W. C. West & Son, East
Lansing, Michigan, R.F.D, No. 1

FORDS START EASY IN COLD
WEATHER if you use our 1918 carbur-
etor. 34 miles per gallon guaranteed.
One-third mote power. ~ Use cheapest gas-
oline or one-half kerosene. Quickly starts
cold motar even at zefo and movés right
off with full power. No spitting or pop-
ping. = Slow, speed op. high. FitS exactly.
Attach It yourself. = 30 off list where no
agent. Big profits_selling our goods. er
fit all motors. Write for 30 day _trial Of-
fer. and money back A
Friction Carburetor
ison St., Dayton, Ohio.

BARRON'S = .WHITE

uarantee. ~ The Air-
ompany. 559 Mad-

WYANDOTTE

Cock and cockerels for sale. Bred
from Imported trapnested birds. With
265-283 e?_g records. Mrs. L. A. Riggs,
Route 3. Tinden. Mich.

BIG Tytpe P.C. Boars, March, April and

May farrow ready to ship. Sired by
Grand_Superba and Peters Jumbo, Maquw
Bred Boar. C. E. Garnant, Eaton Rapids,
Michigan.

ROBT. R. POINTER & SON

Breeders of

Registered Holstein-Friesian Cattle

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN

Stock for sale at all; times.

If you are looking

for some of the best, see us.



90 (384)

MAPLECREST KORNDYKE HENGERVELD

Senior Herd Sire—MAPLECREST KORNDYKE HENGERVELD,

whose dam, grand dam and great

grand'dam each made over 30 Ibs. of

butter in 7 days; his dam and grand dam each making better than
1200 Ibs. of butter in a year, and the only mother and daughter ever

having made that record. He

daughters.

already has 13 advanced registry

He was sired by Friend Hengerveld De Kol Butter Boy

who sired 4 daughters averaging better than 1200 Ibs. of butter in

a year.

Maplecrest Korndyke-Hengerveld is probably, for long dis-

tance breeding, the peer of any bull living.

KING ONA

Junior Herd Sire—KING ONA, whose dam made 1345 Ibs. of but-
ter in a year and her dam made over 1100 Ibs. of butter when 12
years old. Thus the dam and grand dam of the Junior Sire have an

average production of over 1200 Ibs.

in a year. This is something

of a novelty- when the great effort is being made on short records.
The Junior Sire mated with the daughters' of the Senior Sire rep-
resenting four dams with an average of more than 1200 Ibs. of butter

in a year.

Why should not their yearly production be the measurement of

greatness?

We have to keep them, the full year and it is at the

end of the year that we make our return on net income.

A few heifers coming two years old in caif to King Ona will be
sold at reasonable prices as we will have no pasture for them during

the summer.

If purchased they can remain with us until May 1st.

n n AITKF.N

FLINT, MICH

Cow Health is Dairy Wealth

Safeguard the health of your herd by building stables that will be 4

clean, sweet and sanitary. Easily done if you build with Natco Hollow Tile.
Germs can't hide on the smooth glazed walls. A blanketofdead air in Natco
walls keeps the stable warm in winter and cool in summer—prevents damp?

ness and mildew.

Natccron

the Farm

PR AR b st TR e

Jile {e—troo ed rtv»t 0
aterjal wil| protect your stock, grain‘and
of from tkg e periand W h VT in-
surance charges. Natco bunldmgs save

11!&Fult0n Bending

Farmers

great “s

f <
ft

National Fire Proofing Company
Plttsburp-h, Paw
Factoriesassure a wide aud economical distribution.

more

$2,500,000 worth of Live Stock, Horses, Cattle, Sheep

and Hogs from Accident and Disease.
The animals are destroyesd tand their cash. value lost not only to the farmer

but_to the community,
This amazing sum_of mone!

can be saved to”the farmers and the State if

they (the farmers) will but av)gul themselves of .

Michigan Live Stock Insurance Co.

organized expressly for the purpose of indemnifying owners of live stock against

death from any cause.

We want agents to carry this great message to every farmer.

Colon C. Lillie, Pres, and Supt, of Agts.

Harmon J. Wells, See. and Gen. T"

319 Widdicomb Bldg., Grand Bapids, Mich, Graebner Bldg., Saglgaw, W.S., Mich.

YOUR FARM FOR SALE ?(

If so givens this information: Location, section, s
H township, county, acres work, waste and woodland, §
H hilly, level, rolling, soil, lake, streams, well, cistern, =
;E=Ewindmill*  silo, barns, all outbundlngs painted, H
U fences, orchard, fruit, berries, school” roads, distance s
U to maVket, price, terms, possession. On recelpt of =
s this information we will write ou what we can do.,5
U Our reference, this paper BB 0. PIPES, s

éﬁﬁ&st rﬁg %ld(g‘uerator in Mlchlgan 417Holden=

9(IR|£INIO HOURS
"

« TREE

BT CBEBAS. It*. EIKA OPTHE WOOD8. 8»w* money aod
bukMhe. Send for FKER catalog No. B ,;showing low pried
and latest Improvements.  First order ets agency

. I6LWI St, Chicegp, WL

drg

SHOULD FARMERS RAISE
ALL THE CALVES?

It is extremely amusing to hear
many people talk about what the farm-
er ought to do and what he ought not
to do, but it is hardly amusing, it is
somewhat disgusting to hear other-
wise ably edited dally papers discuss
and in some instances almost demand
that the farmers grow all the calves
so that there will be more beef for
the people to eat. In the first instance
it is amusing because the average
man not interested in farming can be
excused from talking like this because
he has not studied the matter proper-
ly, but the man like the editor of a
paper who sets himself up as an edu-
cator of public opinion ought to know
more.

I understand that a certain con-
gressman’ introduced a bill into Con-
gress, which, if it had passed, would
attempt to compel the farmers,to not
slaughter any calves until they were
tWo yea'rs old. | have heard it said
that the people in general down at
Washington don’t have very much re-
spect for the average congressman; he
is not the big fellow down there that
he is at home, but what would a con-
stituency think of a congressman who
would introduce a biinike that?

Many people seem to have -no idea of
the impracticability of such a ques-
tion. They get the idea that if there
is a shortage of beef or wheat or any-
thing else that the farmer is wholly.
to blame and he could just as well
mproduce this for them if he wanted
to as not and produce it in such an
abundance that the prices wouldn't be
exorbitant; that if he doesn’'t do this
he is a slacker. Now, the practical
farmer knows'that such ideas are ab-
solute, nonsense. Let the man who ad-
vocates sucti ideas as this stop and
think for a moment.. It is one thing
to advocate the growing of all the
calves; it is another thing to find food
to grow them on. Where is the food
coming from? Just stop and think.
Do you know of any hay or corn or
any oatslor any cattle food of any
kind that has been wasted in the last
few years, or any food that has been
thrown away? Hasn't it all been con-
sumed and are not the prices increase
ing every year? Does this moan that
if the farmer increases the amount of
food produced to grow them on? No.
The farmer, when prices are good,
wants to'produce all of everything
that he possibly can. It is the only
way he has of making a living. If he
didnt produce something and sell it
at a gain he couldn't live in this mod-
ern business World; he would go
bankrupt and end in the poor house.

One reason why feeding stuffs are
so high at the present time is because
we keep so much live stock. There is
hardy enough food to go around, con-
sequently,«.; everybody is bidding for
this and supply and demand regulate
the price. Now suppose we would in-
crease the live stpek, our cattle and

sheep, by 15% or 25%, where would
t Tho
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question is nonsensical. * Bran used
to be worth-nothing and today it sells
at wholesale for $4Q*per ton. Now
what, makes this increased value of
bran? It. is because farmers increas-
ed their live stock which furnished-a
market for this waste product of the-
mills. If they should increase their;
live stodk at the present time it would
make a larger demand for these foods
and the result would be higher prices.
Still this congressman could introduce
a bill which would compel the farm-
ers to raise all their calves. He ought
to introduce bill No. 2 which would
compel them to raise more food to-
feed them, It would be more sensible
to pass a bill to compel the manufac-
turers of implements to increase the
number of plows or the number of cul-
tivators or the!woolen mills to increase
the number of yards of cloth o¢ the
shoe manufacturer to produce a lar-
ger number of shoes that the péople
might be more abundantly supplied
with these articles. These manufac-
turers are going to produce all of these
things that they possibly can if the
f market Will take their product at a
profit And so we don't have to force
the farmer to' produce more dairy
products, more beef, more potatoes,
more wool or more cotton; he will de
all he can if he can do it at a profit.
If there is an over-production, prices
drop down so there is little or no prof-
it, so of course he slacks up in the
production , of that particular com-
modity just the same' as any other
business man, and when the price»
increase he will increase his produc-
tion. The farmer looks at these thing»
from exactly tEe same angle as other
business men and it is absolutely an
imposition on the farmer for a busi-
ness man to tell him he is a slacker
because he doesn’'t put in as much
acreage of a.pertain product one year
as he does’ another. It is a duty he
owes himself and the ones he is to
protect to figure out this proposition
from a business standpoint, hot from
a sentimental standpoint.

The foundation of all this dissen-
sion and dissatisfaction among the
-consuming- class is the gradual in-

crease in price of food products. Amér-
ica has been such a great producing
country compared to its population
that food has always been cheap and
now as our population 'gains on pro-
duction and as the production of the
whole world is falling off in propor-
tion to consumption, the only result
is the rise in values or prices and the
farmer is not to blame [Iqr it. It is
just simply one of -the natural laws of
business. As a matter of fact, the
people of the whole world'and this’
country especially, must expect that
the price of meat and dairy products
is bound to increase from year to-year
as our population increases in pro-
portion to production. This has been
the history of all civilized countries
since the foundation of the world..
Thé time is bound to come in this
country just, the same as it has in.
Asia, just the same as it has in Eur-
(Continued on page 21)

—

Modern Farm. Home of Robert B, Pointer, of Dwarborn, Michigan, Breeder of /;

Registered Holstein Friesian Cattle.
tures of their Farms and Farm Animals.

M. B.

F. would like its readers to send In Pic-
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THE FIELD PEA— A VERY
GOOD MICHIGAN CROP

The field pea sofiaetimes known as
the Canadian field pea, deserves even
wider use than has been given it, ac-
cording to a recent Farmers’ Bulletin
“The Field Pea as a Forage Crop,”
published by the United States De-
partment of Agriculture.

Since the field pea requires a cool
temperature during its growth it is
well adapted for spring and summer
growth in the northern portio of the
United States and in the coriiparative:
ly high altitudes of the Rocky Moun-
tain region, and for winter growth in
the lower south. It is useful on the
farm as a rotation crop for hay, grain
Silage or green manure, and the peas
may be used in the green state as a
vegetable like garden peas.

In the North the field pea may be
planted very early in the spring, even
in northern Michigan, Minnesota, and
Wisconsin, in late April or early May.

The rate of seeding varies with the
size of the seed of the rifferent' varie-
ties, from 1 1-2 bushels for the small
est to 3 1-2 bushels for the largest
when broadcasted. When sowed with
oats the proportion of peas to oats
should be: 2-3 to 12. The field pea
is best sown with a grain drill.

Inoculation, is necessary for field
peas unless they are grown In the
ground in which bacteria are already
present’. In mowing the vines at-
tachments ghould be used on the mow-
ers which will raise the tangled plants
from the ground and prevent clogging
the cutter bar. Peas may be thresehed
in an ordinary grain separator with
most of the teeth removed from the
concaves and the speed of the cylinder
reduced.
'The vines should be cut for seéd
when the pods are fully matured and
the peas firm. For hay they are cut
earlier, when most of the pods are
well formed. When grown for hay,
peas are usually. planted with oats
or some other grain crop.

When intended for use in silos,
peas usually are planted with bald
barley and cut when the. latter is
ripe. Pea ensilage has a higher feed-
ing value than corn ensilage, but
should be fed in .connection with a
grain ration. It is especially good
for dairy cattle and sheeps When
peas are grown for green manure,
a large vined sort should be selected.
The most favorable time for plowing
under is w';en the lower pods are well
filled. It should be remembered that
the use of a green manure crop is
profitable only in sections where suffi-
cient soil moisture is present to cause
the quick decay of the vegetable mat-
ter turned under.

Although peas are pastured in some
regions many farmers are discontinu-
ing the practice because they consider
,it wasteful, and are harvesting all or
part of their crop and feeding it in
a feed lot. The use of alfalfa or
sweet clover pasture in connection
with the feeding of field peas nptice-
ably increases the rapidity with which
animals gain in weight. -

The pea weevil ;s the most serious
insect enemy of the*field pea. Eggs
are laid on the young pod and the lar-
Va on hatching bores into the young
pea. The insect may be combated by
fumigating tbe seed before planting,
or, where it has gained a strong foot-
hold by discontinuing the growing
of peas for several years.- Powdery
mildew and leaf spot or pea-blight are
th” chief disease of the field pea. Ro-
tation of crops is the best remedy if
the diseases affect a considerable area.
Small acrSs may be sprayed with Bor-
deaux mixture.

NOTABLE CO-OPERATIVE
MARKETING SUCCESSES

The one big idea which has resulted
in the formation of practically all
farmers’ marketing associations has
been that of securing more fair and
efficient and economical distribution
than was afforded under the old sys-
tem of buying by speculators. If there

MICHIGAN BUSINESS FARMING

has been any one man or group of men
that the co-operative idea has been
directed against it has been the spec-
ulator. Consequently,iwhen we inquire
as at present into the methods be-
ing followed by co-operative associa;
tions in distributing and selling, We
are getting right at the heart of co-
operative marketing. And by compar-
ing these new methods we can begin
to understand the Old system, still
in vogue in many sections and for
many agricultural products,, we can
begin to understand the "why” of
co-operative marketing successes.

The difference between the old and
the new is the usual difference—the
difference between a system which,
'slike Topsy, “jest growed” and a sys-
tem plotted, mapped, laid out in ad-
vance, by a business genius. It is
the difference between/~a Brooklyn
Bridge built by intuition and one built
by science.

Let us take the case of a not very
complex organization, that of the A-
merican Cranberry Exchange, a fed-
eration of three state organizations
of cranberry growers and having in
all about one thousand farmer mem-
bers. The purpose of this federation
wa* stated in its articles of incorpo-
ration to be that of “securing higher
standards of grade and pack and direct
shipments from the grower to the job-
ber; also, for the purpose of adver-
tising, selling and distributing, at ac-
tual cost, Cape Cod, New Jersey and

<Wisconsin cranberries.”

“Direct shipments from the grower
to the jobber” was the primary aim.
Here are thousands of growers '‘who
a few years ago -before they federated
were hlindly selling their cranberries
to buyers who would come out to
their farms in the buying season, or
consigning them to commission men
whom they did not know personally,
There were abuses on both sides, un-
der that old argument. The growers
did not put up a standard, absolutely
quality pack in every instance. The
speculators or commission men, with
superior knowledge of market condi-
tions, would take a bigger profit Ihan
was strictly fair for his services, and
leave the farmer a very meager profit.
Or sometimes through poor manage-
ment bl these market functionaries,
not only would the farmers’ profits
be next to zero, or even less, but the
speculator or commission man would
also lose money, ttius bringing dis-
couragement on the entire industry.

Under such conditions the farmer
was pretty much at the mercy of the
speculators. He might have his opin-
ion, gleaned from the farm papers, as
to what a fair price/ might be, in view
of tlie total supply and demand—but
if he didn't meet the speculator’s
terms the next grower might. He
was working at a disadvantage and
largely in the dark.

And it was very plain to him that
his crop was being made to support
so large a group of middlemen that it
naturally couldn’t be expected to pay
the farmer a very good profit.

How many speculators didtit take
to call on those thousand growers, in
the buying season?. That is a hard
gquestion'to answer. But today they
are not called on by any speculators.
They have two general sales offices,
one in New York and one in Chicago,
and these two officers sell their crop
direct to jobbers throughout the East-
ern and Western territorities. #Most
sales are made in carload lots to large
jobbers. Shipments are direct from
the growers’ packing house to the pur-
chasing jobber, his order having been
secured by one of the two sales offic-
es either by mail or through’personal
call of a sales representative.

Incidently it may be said of this
~organization that it is among the
younger but highly efficient farmers’

- marketing associations of the United
States, having had its beginning about
1907. Standardized .packing and an
.efficient distribution and selling or-
ganization were its first concern. On-
ly in the last year has it put on its
first experienced advertising campaign
in a single city, and with notable suc-
cess.—Oftilton Oano.
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GUARANTEED

against windstorms, collapsing or S

bursting. The Independent Tri- m
pie Wall Silo is constructed of jg
heavy staves insulated from weather by a —
felt lining and spiral outside wall of end- ;ss
locked cypress siding NO HOOPS TO =

TIGHTEN. Is practically frost-proof- §|L

Nailed into one piece.

The Independent ==r

Triple Wall Silo can be loaded on a wagon |g

and hauled from place to plaice.
YOUR MONEY

SILO.

INVEST m
IN A PERMANENT jj

Turn Soft Com into Money

Don't let Jack Frost control the corn situation again this year.

Place your order now for an Independent Triple Wall Silo.
better your farm and help you to bigger profits.

ed hay.

1t will
Sell your high- pric-

Feed Ensilage

The best and cheapest winter feed for your stock.
of the feeding value is in the corn stalk.
your stock, after it is converted into green, palatable ensilage.
duces milk and beef at lowest cost. \

Forty per cent
it, and serve it to
Pro-

Save

The' INDEPENDENT TRIPLE WALL SILO will save you time,

money, labor.

Place your order now for later
Write for booklet and

delivery.
price.

The Independent Silo Co.,

Indianapolis Indiana

SHOULD FARMERS RAISE
ALL THE CALVES?

(Continued from page 20)
ope, when meat will be so dear that
the average man cannot afford to use
very much of it. It is because there
will be such a demand for the grains
necessary for the production of oeof
and dairy products, by people as hu-
man food that in order to produce an-
imals and animal products the coat
will be so exorbitant thatL few can af-
ford to buy. For instance, if wc use
corn directly as a food for human be-
ings it will support many more people
than can be supported if that same
amount of corn was used as food for
animals and then they consumed the
animal or-.animal products in the
form of beef, mutton or pork or dairy
products. There is not as big a waste
in using what is left for food for the
animals as there is in first feeding
these products to animals. That is
what the old world has discovered,
consequently, they eat the grain di-
rect as human food and there isn't
a sufficient amount left to produce
meat and dairy products in abundance.
That is just"the way it is going to
bo hr this country. We can’t prevent
this thing. We may, by economy, hin-
der it somewhat but it is bound to

2 gallons—cost of fertilizer

come, it is inévitable. Our popula-
tion is going to be so great and the
demand for corn and wheat and bar-
ley and rye will be so great for human
food that we can only use the by-
products as animal food, and we will
use just enough of them to balance
tho ration with the roughage of hay
and silage that cannot be used direct
as a human food. What animal foods
that we can produce in this way can
bo consumed as food but there will
net be enough of them to go around
and consequently the prices will be
higher. Now a law passed by Con-
gress would have no effect Upon things
like this. It is absolutely foolish for
a business man to talk in this"way
and it is nothing but foolishness for
;the editor or congressman. They
simply don’t know what they are talk-
ing about.—Colon C. l1Ayie.

. We think the Michigan Business Farm-
ing the best farm paper we ever had, and
think every farmer ought to have it. It
certainly iS a farmer's friend—J. B. W,
Gladwin county.

The Michigan Business Farming is a
dandy paper. and the only one for the
farmeér. | think it ought to have a h ndle
to its name and call it “The Farmer’s
Friend.”—M. A. K., Lansing.

. Just one_word describes your paper, it
is the BEST. Your advice_ made us mon-
ey last year and | be lieve it will the com-
ing year—F. A. M.. Mason county.

725 gallons—gain from fertilizin
Annual Increaseg—gz.S ggﬁ g

ons per acre $

Fertilized Pastures, Make More Milk
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= Epu
numi Book
Tells How!

FREE "

Most amazingfarm book

ever written. Worth hun-

dreds of dollars to any

farmer. Explains vvonder-

ful-dieocovery— TheCam

bell Systent ef Breedln B|
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Use Your Ford!

GRIND YOUR PEED
PILL YOUR SILO
SAW YOUR WOOD
SHELL YOUR CORN
'PUMP YOUR WATER Vv
(((T ELEVATE YOUR GRAIN

Ward Work-a-Ford

<3|ves YON a 12b. p. engine Cor leas than-the coat of
2 b. p. Ford braids the beat engine in the world—
|t will outlast the ear — and you night as well save
poor money and use it to do all your farm work.
R* w.er on tiroe or iraweaslaalnw. Hooka up in 8
emates. No permanent attachment to ear. Cannot
injure car or engine.
Paiction Clutch Pulteyon end ofshaft.Ward Gover-
nor. runbyft ibeh, gives perfectcontrol.Money back
If not satisfied. Ask for circular and special price.

WIttB TRACTCR QO,, 2066ft St., Lincoln, Rob.

G-EvVICAL!

¥ THES

»IN OOI’ OSOt
30000 sou—HM year
More Comfortable,

Healthful, Convenient

Eliminates the out<house,
open vauit and . cess pool,
which are breeding places
far genua. Have a warm,
sanitary, odorless toilet rlght
in yonr house. No going out
in celd weather. A boon to
invalids. Endorsed by State
Boards of Health.

ABSOLUTELY ODORLESS

Anywhere In The House
The germs ore killed by a chemical process in
voter in the container. Empty once a month.
Ho moretrouble to empty than ashes. Ciocrt ab-
solutely guaranteed. Guarantee on file in the
office of tnis publication. Ask for catalog and price
ROWE SANITARY HFflu 8« 12402 6l»ST., DETROIT,
Ask about the R MICH.

Bannlng[{/\??ntr Wthout Ptom%tm}&

ing

TOP-NOTCH” HOLSTEINS

*6£iUfc produrli w an inherited ability. ~Good now«
ruost be bred t* Plod pore-bred holla if propria in dairy
ing i6to be made.

ExTtrt U. S. Dept, of Agrie. Bulletin.

2 Etbltz unglltl)\land give your milk and butter pro
King Colsntha OeOakdale. Ne. >0'2897, Batti Nov. 4, mil

Hi* Sire's 3weatrat j Butter Tday« 90.87

Dams average Milk 7daye 57S.86

r Butter . 7day* 3nw

ElIf Dame Daml Milk 7day» >5.00

Record Batter 9days 1241«
Ndays

110
(She beads one of tbe ken only cambinotions of ihm*
diacci génératicjor «f thirty pound cow».)

Rts dsro’acécord «C.1year. ( . 7dar* 293H
Milk 7day« 429.40

Hia fi td j Batter 7 day« 29.30
ia five nearest dams average | days 2%

(Incding 2->S«)4 1-- %yr aid
Ideally marked, about hal lefe i850

McPherson Farm» Co., EkrnveH, Mich.

TRAPPERS AND SHIPPERS OF

R AW F URS

(pay the HIGHEST PRICES on .»RAW FURS.
Fvprsw Chargee.
I remit en receipt of geode. 1 also buy HIDES, TAL-
LOW. PELTS and CRACKLINGS. Hides tanned
lor Robe« and Coats. Write lot price«.
G. HAPP, TOLEDO, OHIO, 222 Vance Street.
REFERENCE:— Ohin Savings Bank and Trust Co.
Bun or Brddstreet.

1 pay

oent
and

Mi-eh.

SEED, 100 per

purity. Samnle

price’on request.
Mayers Plant Nursery, Merrill,

FORD used tires, special sal« '233‘ 4, %
we do vulcanizing. West 877
Dix Avenue, .Detroit, Michigan,

MICMTGAN BUSINE SIS FARMING

MILK SITUATION DETROIT
4 AREA iS STILL SERIOUS

(CemitinueA from tHige 1)

surplus loss between the distributor
and the producer. By this arrange-
ment, ,the prodfucer secures $3.29 per
hundred on aill his milk. Personal-
ly | believe it was a good arrangement
for the farmers, and it is but, tem-
porary because even if the cold weath-
er, excessive snows, and ooai short-
age, should oontlnne into March, |
believe that the soft com that is now
being fed will not keep up the flow
of milk that long. Also, many farm-
ers are getting short of feed and few
are going to buy large quantities of
concentrated feeds at present prices.

“As to charge that milk Is being
sold in Detroit testing less lima 3%
butter fatf* This is * vaelation of both
the State Law and the Ordinance of
the city of Detroit. The Detroit Board
-of Health hag had a very efficient Milk
Inspection Department and the -state
forces have kept out of the milk work
in Detroiti Recently @ number of
complaints have come in similar to
that of yonr correspondent, and we
are now checking up on the quality
of milk being «old in your city.

“Hoping that | have answered your
inquiries and assuring you that | ap-
preciate very much any chance to serve
you or your paper, I am, Yours very
truly,- Fred L. Woodworth.”

Judging mfrom letters that we have
received from prominent milk produc-
ers not only within the Detroit area
but in other sections as well, there
seems to be a wide divergency of op-
inion as to the wisdom of the commis-
sion’s method in solving the over-pro-
duction problem. Altbo we are convinc-
ed that thousands of Detroit people
are going without milk or using it in
limited quantities because of the high
oost, while at the same tiuje, there is
an over-abundance, creates a most
delicate situation, and leaves an open
loop-hole for federal interference. This
possibly may not come, but it would
be weli for the commission and the
producers” .association to keep tbmr
‘weather eye wide open and be prepar-
ed for »such an eventuality. The milk
commission is*made up of keen, unbi-
ased individuals and no one can ac-
cuse them of being indifferent to the
farmers’ interests. They are undoubt-
edly following the odui*e which se ;ms
to them the wisest, and only time will
tell the valule’of their, judgment. The
producers meet at Detroit again this
week as we go to .press, A complete
report of this session will be publish-
ed in next week’s issue.

Meantime, the Illinois producers are
having their troubles all over again.*

“The milk commission of the Illi-
nois state food administration has
reach a finding” says the Chicago
Tribune, “wher in it recommends to
Statfe Food Administrator Wheeler that
the priee of milk remain at 12 cents a
quart, but such a storm of protest has
broken bet«.use of alleged discrimina-
tion in favor .of the distributing com.
panies that the committee’s finding
has be™n withhold from the public
and prohahly will be held in abeyance
until passed by National Food Admin-
istrator Hoover.

The farmers are hard hit by the
committee, which shortlv before ad-
journment had decided to give them

for their milk ibis month, but
pare the amount down «neb month
until June, when the price goes to
$1.80.. The consumer gains nothing
and tho distributing companies profit
largely.

“A member of the local protested
that 'to declare & boycott would be
violating the agreement with State
Food Administrator Wheeler.

“We never made an agreement to
let John Filrnatrick of the Borden
company set the price we shall get.”

“President W. H. Shaw of the Relvi-
dere local dectared that the da’'rymen
will skim their milk, make butter,
and use the skimmed milk for feeding
calves rather than sell at the low price
reported to have been decided on bv
the milk commission. By this method
they can realize $8.75 a hundred for
their milk, he asserted.

“The farmers are said to be prepar-
ing to appeal to President Wilson and
Congress. The annual meeting of tlri
Illinois Milk Producers’ Association
is to be held this week and resolutions
are to he presented which will deplore
the action of the state food adminis-
tration as a blow which will wreck
the dairy industry of"this section of
the country. The convention will be

careful to avoid any reference to the
boycott, which ft is contended is the
action of individuals and not of the
association'.

"Appeals of the food Administration
to the farmers to live up to their agree,
ment were met today in the ratal dis-
tricts by the tart reply that the food
administration failed to live up to its
agreement to have the commission set
a price based on cost of production
plus a fair profit.

“He promised that a price would be
set by January 1,” he said. “An exten-
sion .of time until January 15 was then
asked. Now it is .February and. :no
price has been set yet. We have been
selling milk blindly for two months.
Now we must know where we Btand.

"The scale set by the commission is
said to give the producer, on an aver-
age, 5.85 cents per -quart. It gives the
distributer 8.15 cents for his -services
and leaves the price to the consumer at
12 cents.

"The farmers hang their -cases on
the minority-report, submitted by Wil-
lis J. Kittle, member of the milk com-
mission. Mr. Kittle said the majori-
ty of the commission arbitrarily set
a price of 12 cents a quart, then ac-
cepted In their entirety the distribut-
or’'s statement of their costs, and ig_
nored testimony offered by producers,
giving them what was left. No at-
tempt was'made, he declares, to ar-
rive at the actual cost of production,
as agreed between tbe farmers and the
food administration, and the price fi-
nally arrived at is based on figures
taken from “those intolerable years
when the farmers were struggling
under the domination of the distribut-
ors.”

“In the meantime reports from ElI-
gin, 'Belvidere, Union, Indiana and
other nearby milk producing centers
said some farmers were preparing to
sell their herds for slaughter while
others are preparing to make butter
from the cream and either feed tlu
skim to hogs or sell it to condensed
milk companies which make a milk
substitute from skim milk and vege-
table oils. These fanners say there to
no law to force them to -continue in a
business which they believe is unprofit,
able.”

POTATO GROWERS TO
MEET AT EAST LANSING

(Continued from, page 1)

arrange his affairs to be present at
this meeting. Certainly all growers
whether members of the association
or not, should have a voice in the de-
termination of these problems which
so vitally affect their interests.

Whatever action the association
takes on the grading proposition it
should be based solely upon tbe wishes
and the interests of the majority of
growers.

Michigan Business Farming wishes
that every reader who can do so will
attend this gathering. Write and tell
us at once whether this will be possi-
ble, so that we can arrange headquar-
ters for you at Lansing.

GOOD FARM BUTTER DE-
PENDS ON RIGHT METHOD

The butter made on the farms of the
United States may he materially im-
proved in quality in most cases,
standard methods are employed and
greater care is exercised in carrying
out the necessary details, says tbe
United States Department of...Agricul-
ture. The department gives the fol-
lowing outline of the essential steps
to be taken in making good farm
butter: -

1. Produce clean milk and cream.

Cool the cream immediately after it
comes from the separator. Clean and
sterilize all utensils.

2. |Ripen or sour the cream at from
65 degrees to 75 degrees F. until mild-
1 ysour. Always use a thermometer
in order to know that the right temr
perature is reached.

3. Coo! the cream to churning
temperature or below, and hold at
that temperature, for at least two hours

. before churning.

4. Use a churning temperature—
usually between 52 degrees and 66 de-
grees F.-—that will require 36 or 40
minutes to obtain butter.

5. Clean and scald the churn, then
half fill it.with coki water and re

Fefcruary % 191S

Volve until churn to thoroughly cooled,
after wMch empty the

€. Pour the -cream into the churn
through a strainer. *7

7. Add -butter -color—from 2# t&
85 -drops to a gallon of cream—except
late in the spring and early in the
summer.

8. Put the cover on tjght; revolve,
the churn several times; stop with
bottom up, and remove stopper to per-
mit escape of gas; repeat until no more
gas forms.

9.- Continue churning until butte»
granules are formed the size of grains
of wheat. . > "Vaiw

16. Draw off the buttermilk through

the hole at the bottom of the churn,
using a strainer to catch particles of
butter: When the buttermilk has
drained out, replace the cork.
, Ht Prepare twice as much wash
water as there is buttermilk, and at
about the same temperature. Use the
thermometer; do not guess at tem-
peratures. Puf one-half tbp water in-
to the churn with the butter.

12. Replace the cover and revolve
the -chum rapidly a tew times, then
finw off the water. Repeat the wash-
ing with the remainder Of the water.

13. The butter should still be in
granular form when the washing is
continued.

14. Weigh the butter.

15. Place the butteT in the worker
and add salt at the rate of three-quar-
ters of an ounce to a pound of butter.

16. Work the butter until the salt
is dissolved' and evenly distributed'.
Do not overwork.

17- Pack in any convenlent form
for home use, or make into 1-pound
prints for market wrapping the butter
in white parchment paper and inclos-
ing in a parafmed eartom

18. Clean the churn and all butter-
making utensils.

JOBBERS* STATEMENT
£1S VERY MISLEADING

We quote the following from a state-
ment issued by Mr. Orr, President of
the Michigan Bean Jobbers’ Associa-
tion: “l note with interest that the
Michigan Bu.pjBi«ss Farming in its last
issue advised the farmer« to dispose
of their wet beans, having concluded'
apparently that the $8 a bushel price
ih not in sight or to be realized before
this class of stock should be moved.”

The following quotation from a trade
letter sent out by one of the large
Michigan jobbers is also of interest in
this «connection: “It is interesting to
note that the farm journal which has
made the strongest statements to the
farmers in trying to convince them
that they should hold their beans for
$8 per bu. ($13.35 per hd.), did, in
their last issue, tell the farmers to
sell their off-grade beans now, and not
to take any further chances on the
market”

Michigan Business Farming has
not at any time advised its readers to
hold wet beans. As the real condition
of the stock in this state became more
and more apparent we issued a timely
warning to our readers, not to hold
wet stock until warmer weather, as we
found froth letters coming hero that
some of them were planning on doing
this. We believe that beans will he
worth a great deal mote than $8.00
per bushel before another crop comes
on the market, hut we also realize that'
much of the stock this year will not
keep after warmer weather combs.

.if f] 'inose who have beaus which may be

he.d until later will undoubtedly get
better prices than now prevail; at the ,
same time it would he unwise to hold
wet stock until warmer tesather as it
would undoubtedly become an entire
loss.

Such dope as was handed out by the
jobbing concern quoted above can have
but one effect. Buyers will hold off or
refuse to pay any higher price for
bean«, after having been told by one
of tbe largest jobbers in the state that
Michigan growers were going to be
compelled to get rid of their beans or
have them spoil on their hands. Such
stuff as this going broadcast over the

*country is not good for Michigan bean
growers.

We are wondering what price the
Michigan elevator men will put.on
seed beans this year. Will they seM
them at $8.66 or will they be asking
anywhere from $12 to $14 per Vftshel?

' Time will tell, but at present we have
our own opinion.

[[==THT
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IKOHAM (North.?—The eoide.st winter
we can remember of. Some farmers get-
ting up logs to build in the spring. at-
tle looking good. Nothing moving in the
grain line.—W. B., Williamston. Jam 30.

ISABKItA (Southwest)—Farmers are
hauling gravel, cutting wood'and doing
chores. mGround is frozen from three to
four feet in this'locality. Farmers_are
not selling much owing to the condition
of the roads and the price«, ft is common
talk here that there Win not be many po-
tatoes planted next spring unless the gov-
ernment guarantees a price for the crop.
The potato situation is worse than It was

ays ago. The buyers will not take
the seconds at an¥ pricé and only give 60c
for firsts. Does this look right"when we
alt know there are people In the large
cities who are_lgrc]nng hun%ry for_the want
of potatoes? . The way the' M. B. F. hits
the target in the Prof. Waid case certainly
shows that' there is a man behind the gun
who knows how to shoot straight ive
us some more. May be the farmers wifi
wake up one of these days and organize
stronger than over and then the)[/) will
have some show of camfng out on bop of
the heap.—W. D. T., Blanchard, Jan. 3d.

OCHANA (North)—Bean threshers are
still here. Beans around here went from
* to 4 bu. per acre.—W. W. AI Crystal
Tadley, Jan. 26.

MISSAUKEE (West Central)—Farm-
ers_are getting wood’' and doing* chores.
On* of our farmers took a load;” of pota-
toes to Lake City recently and received

er cwt. Beans toe poor to sell—EE
E. N.f Cutcheon, Jan. 26. ™

GENESEE (Southwest)— Same farmers
are ge_ttlng{ u? wood but the majority are
attending to- their chores only. ~ Fanners
are sel_lln%hcattle_ and: ho#s quite Steadﬂp‘/.
Hogs in the majbrity off cases saro light
and unfinished. "Hay is not moving very
lively. Beans and atibar grains will’ move
along when the roads get in better con-
dition._ Farmers are not buying' at this
time. The farmers around Flint ‘are help-
ing considerably to relieve the fuel short-
a?e there lg}/ supglylng hundreds of cords
of wood.—C. W. S.;” Fenton, Jan. 31

WXXVMID (South Central) —Some of
the farmers here are bu¥‘|ng hay to car-
ry their stock through the winter; price
is around $27. No p_otatoesi being ‘sold.
Thrashed our beans with a flail_re entl¥;
5 acres yielded 28 bus, which will pick 25
per cent. They arar fairly dry.. think
many farmers made a mjstake in thresh-
In% early, better to have left them to dry
%Lérfvz%r a scaffold-—A. A. H., Boon, Jan-

MIESQUE ISLE (Central)—We are
having another blizzard, and. consequently
there “Is nothing moving. Hay piled u
beside_the track but no cars to- move it
. D. S, Bfillersburg, Jan. 28

% HALEASXA gSouthwest)—Most of the
rmers are buying hay and _grain. They
are ngt selling potatoes, e_snow is
three feet deep on the level—R. H. B,
South Boardnaan-,"Jan. 27.,

MANISTEE ((jNorthwest)—Hand-pick-
beans is the order of the’day with the
farmers,_ in thlsr(gart of the county. At
tMM institute her© last week some “of. th™
stato speakers tried to make ua believe
that we were getting better prices on ac-

od the grading. The- talk did not set
wefl with thoSe farmers Who have had po-
tatoes to sell. The market is (Scad her*
new Beans- sea at $3.850 par cwt if
nanffl-picked. Hay and oats getting ttgh-
~Nandscarcfflr all the tinao. About aH
the cartie that the farmers care tx dis-
o?(e 05 havE7 been sold.—C. H. ». Bear
ake, Jan. 27.

CHKZOYGAN (South)—Business is at
a~aCandstill on account of the deep snow
we are not much affected by the coal
shortage on account of there being tots
of wood here. A few farmers are hauling
exavel tor the roads. Mr. J. B. McMurt
27® 6*red to take the place of C. EI
«hopa county agent, who has- joined the
F* *visrrice' 18 selling ait $25; oats

Eonl?, .50 & ) cv;124C}\l Wotgggé's Gragks 8

at present..—Wolverine, Jaw.

(Northwest)—Bean threshing

on®1 “P CH accoUTrt of the bad

tamarket}Ir® ’sarneot ngﬂaSJ%w igoianr%
oooe to se",—G, W, EBcfor‘l, an. 5 X

a »ni??™®e entr_ai).mWheiﬁt

. . I has
nei» w covering of snow e milk buali-

are selling theirwfo%ixac’i!z:@eﬁ'f @%r&ﬁ%ﬁ
'l we cannot get what is right for, milk
better sell, for there Is a lot of

" w. a. (., Dundee, jgﬁ_ %%!ry business.

tLAIB (Southeast)-—Farmer* are

hay Wood, piles, logs and aH
Ra74Hiag 45 888 ak of ft» highdoSridelding
there is not much, to hold. = Help to verv
scarce this winter and $1 for cutting T6-
i™* WO Dbeing offered, and $2 far 4--
{ﬁ%,t. V\@ebp’f@dfnca'tﬂe Ig?ﬁamu%hcpelﬂrﬁ
plhcea alt wont wood but ft is nexi- tn
impossible target help to cut It M you

1% Jr., smiths Greék, Jap>hpy, Creek—

Eb%gi,r;g some Wg(\)lg r&vmegns e ﬁé"éé‘i‘ﬁéﬁ ol

Palirosa wif ot Slve cars now= . W'

INGHAM (West Centrali—Some wood
being_hauled te town to help out the coal
situation.* Hay very scarce and high, $
at the barn and- gom% higher. Many have
reduced, their herds to save buying feed.
There is a scarcity of baby to Cot wood;
paying one dollar per cordfor cutting Iff-
In¢h wood and can not get toen at that
Price.—€. |[E M., Mason, Jan. 21.

. Buckley,

BRANCH (Southwest)-—Farmers are
doing chores and cutting wood. Weather
cold and stormy. Farmers are selling no
grain to speak of. Hay seems to be
scarce and is worth $25 per ton.
No stock being fed in this locality. Not
one farmer hi tra has any corn.—D. M.
H., Branson, Jan. 28

M SB (Northeast)— Farmers are doing
chores and cutting wood. About 18 in-
ches of snow ora the level. No potatoes
moving. Beans ali threshed, average 4
bu. to the acre. Not much hay for sale
heree—E. G. D., Luther, Jan. 25.

MASOW (Southwest?]—Farmer» are
not dom% much except chores and cutting
wood. he "Beech. ~Woods/' formerly
owned by the iato Thos. Davies, is being
converted tato_lumber and wood.—B. M,
Ludington, Jaf. 3L

GRAND TRAVERSE (Southwest)
The farmers are only doing their chores
and getting utp wood, which is a big job
if they have to go far for it. Not much
being “sold at present, shortage of cars
and "poor roads the cause. Potatoes are
selling at, ?%}%LO-;ES% $1.28 per cwt.—R. E. O,

OGEMAW (.Southwest)—Weather cold
with tots of snow. Not much produce be-
ing sold except ha)() and wood. = Several
horse buyers have been here looking to*
horses, but the¥ are not

00

etting man?/.as
the prices are low. ows_are selling
well. N

Potatoes at a standstill.—W.
West Branch, Jan. 29.

GASS (Northwest)—The weather here
has; been the coldest known in yeara Many
potatoes reported frozen in “the cellars,
and some are fearful that the condition»
may be the same in the(Plta. Most stock
iIs- wintering in fair condition. Many will
have to buy feed before the- end of Feb-
ruary and ‘It win be difficult to find at
an%/ rice. . Farmers cutting ice and fuel,
bu veB/ little farm pzré)duce selling.— M.
0

R. F,, wagiae, Jan. 28.

SAGINAW _(Northwest)—The farmers
are hauling tile, cutting wood, oing
chores and shoveling snow.. Farmers aré
selling_a few beans and some hay.. The
old officers of the co-operative creamer
were all re-elected and the_year reported
0 pave been a good one.—J” A Mi, Hem-
ock, Jan. 29.

LENAWEE (Southeast)—Farmers can
do little but chores here how ®n account
of bad weather. load of hogs was
shipped from_here this week, price $16.
It was the first load shipped from this
market _in six months.—J. F C. Pal
myria, Jan. 26. *«

_MIDLAND (Southeast)—Quite a lot of
tile has been purchased here by the
farmers this_winter. Goal is a scarae ar-
ticle now,—J. H. M., Hemlock, Jan. 26.

OSCODA (West)-—Clover seed, as never
a better crop. . D. er bus.
from 1U acres, all No. 1 seed; J. K, Stark
had his clover seed in_a stack and it be-
ing frozen only had 9 bus, teat he will
thresh the straw again as about half the
seed was left in the straw. The rest of
thé “farmers will _not hull theirs until in
the- spring.—M. B. C., Luzerne, Jan. 25

LAPEER . (Southeast)—Farmers. are
making good use of the’ fine sIel%lng to
ot up ‘their summer's wood. e will
lave a hard time the comlngbsu_m_mer to
find help. Help in an: probability will
cost us around $5© per month and’ feed.

There were several silos put ug in this
V|_cm|t'¥ this summer—C.” A B. . Imlay
City, Feb. 2.

ARENAC (East)—About all there is to
say this week to that it is very cold. The
farmers are cutting wood. Hay is scarce
and high. Not much_grain moving ; roads
too bad.—M. B. R., Twining, Feb. 2

ALLEGAN | (Southeast) — Everything
at a standstill on account of the very
bad weather. Farmers cutting _a little
wood %nd shoveling snow.—W. F., Otse-
go, Feb. 2. '

10SCO ((jSouthea_st)—The weather be-
|_nct; so cold there is 'not much doing. A
little hay and straw being sold,, which is
bringing a goad price. The wet bean mar-
ket to in bad condition, nobody to handle
theta, and warmer weather expected will
mean a big loss to many here.” The most
of the potatoes raised around, here were
sold last fall, hut there are a few farmers
who did not sell and many of those car-
ried over have bean frozen. | hear some
of my neighbors say that the Michigan
Business Farming 15 the greatest farm
Eager published.—A. B. L, Tawas City,
eb, 2. y* [}
TUsCOLA (Northeast)— Twenty-nine
below zero on Feb. I. some beans are
being sold, also oats and hay. Several
carloads of horses have been shipped from
here. Some wood la being cut and hauled
to town.—S. Si. Cass City. Feb. &

MECOSTA (Southeast)—Scarcely any
produce is moving A ,few farmers are
cuttlng and selling wood, but not many
have the timber, as everything was cut
in the timber days.. ood- many farm-
era hare been pulling their pipe”stumps
burned them in piles’to get rid of theta,
and they have been buying coal;' There
are plenty of stumps that are not pulled
within reach of every*farmer; Farmers
should not burn these stumps as the
most farms have waste places, where they
can he dumped and they will not decay
for years, and as long as thek;I last th_ely
are the best kind of fuel.—F. M. E,, Mill-
brook, Jan. 38. : -

MKNG| . (Southwest)—Farmers doing
chores, getting up a little wood. Fermera
here are selling nothing except once in a
white a hog or a beef. ~ They are holding
potatoes on account of gradl,ng system,
and for higher prices. They are also hold-
ing beans.—F. If/, Elberta, Jan. 81
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Must Limestone be
X Finely Pulverized

Put one large lamp of rock salt in a gallon

of water.

How much stirring will it take

to make the salt dissolve? A considerable

amount to say the least.

Try the same

amount of finely ground salt and only the
slightest stirring anilbe necessary. Ton get

the resoftain MUCH QUICKER TIME.
Its thesomein using limestoneon
your soiL Limestonem lumpsisuaed
for the foundationso fyour big budd-
ings and the walls of your banks.
Does it dissolve? Of course not.

But when limestone is used on your soil, it
must be acted upon by the weak acids of the soil
exactly as the saltis acted upon by the water. It

~InBulk
iInBox Cars.

orin

|IOCMb.Dry*

Air-tightPaper

must dfesofve. That's why the more finely the

limestone is pulverized, the more quickly and

more permanent are your results.

Sacks

The Solway Process Co. guarantees that 95% of

PUtI/ERIZE
LIMESTONE

passes thnl a 50 mesh, screen. That this is the
correct percentage-necessaryto guarantee econo-
my for you is proven by the following quotation;

W hat an Authority
Has to Say

Wm. Frear, of the Pennsylvania State College, in a
special treatise on limestone records, “ Pot experiments
with clover on sour soil, in which limestone, sifted into

GUAR'
ANTEE

different gradés of fineness, was so used asto compare the

efficiency of these respective grades showed,— both- in six
month experiments end in eighteen, month experiments,
that the COAR9B LIMESTONE HAD PRACTICAL-
LY NO NEUTRALIZING EFFECT withintheseperiods
oftime. Limestone crushed to one fortieth inch particles
had very goad effect while that crushed to particles of one

lixByrt». of an huh had much more effect.”™
SOLVAY PULVERIZED LIMESTONE
is pulverised sothat 9$% is finer than one
fiftieth Of an inch.

Write for full infor-
mation and prices

94"
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SOLVAY PROCESS CO.

13 B582W Jefferson Ave.,

OTTAWA (Northeast)—The farmers
are net doing much now, only neeesssary
chore*' Nearly everybody seéms to have
plenty of. hay,” but tans, to scarce, have
none onl_x' what to shipped in—J. P,
CaopersviHe Feb. 1.

BAT (West)—Weather has been ex-
tremely cold with lots of snow. Farmers
here are not satisfied with per ton for
sugar beets, and are holding for a higher

rice. They can. not be grown for “less
han $10 and come out even. Farmers
are harvesting lee, husking corn, and doin
chores. Not much selling at this date.
car load of horses are berna bought at
prices; from $125 to $135 tor heavy young
sound horses. | The farmers are doing a
%ood deal of tiling here. | tiled 30 acres
eat fall and doubted the crop on the
piece.—G. G., LInwood, Feb. 2

LAFBEtt (West Central)—The weath-
er still continues very cold. Thére is a
reat deal of corn in"the fields and seed

rn te hard to get. ~Clover seed is also
scarce and the price_is high. The elevat-
ors do not seem inclined to have a sup_(ljy
of feeds such as bran, cottonseed, mid-
dlings. and corn on Rand. No produce
moving but same livestock is selling at
good prices.*—O. E. R.f Lapeer, Feb. 2

MONTCALM _ (Southwest)—We have
plenty of snow in this territory. Hay s
moving slow on account of the’roads. ~ Po-
tatoes "arg. moving slow on account of tha
shprtafge of cars and a large amount is
being fed to cattle, as many farmers make
the remark that they would_like to feed
.H, of theta to cut off."the profit of the mid-
éle_man. A small_ amount of produce is
being held for* higher prices—W. L,
Greenville; Feb. IS -

_SAGINAW (Northwest)—Weather con-
tinues Very cold. Farmers are feedin

as much com as possible tor it will spoi

When warm weather'comes. Pretty hard
to get corn out of the field now, "but It
has”to be done. Many farmers are look-
ing for hay and com fodder but it seems
to be very scarce.M'. S, G., Hemlock, Feb-

DETROIT, MICH*

CA98 (Northwest)-—Farmers are «tot-
ting and hauling logs and Wood. Some
new buildings Will be built here‘this own-
ing: spring to replace ones that' were de-'
atroyed by fire last summer. The price of
grain going up. Farmers are handing
what they haye left.—W. H. A, Dowa,-
giac, Feb. 2

MACOMB (Northwest)— Farmers not
doing milch but chores, drawing in corn
stalks and cutting wood. A few load* of
hay sold last week. Farmers hot selling
much or buying much. A taw farmers
have hired year men, and others will w®ri-
der where they are going tor get help—
H, D., Almont. Feb. 2’

OSCEOLA (Northeast)—Lots of pota-
toes are freezing in the cellars. The
might as well freeze as to have to sell
them the way they do. The writer has
not been ablé to get any sugar for the
past six week* Farmers are not selling
anything except hay, which sells readilly
at $20. Papers are ail. advocating more
crops. | don't think the farmers Will
“bite” like they did last year—W. A. S;t
Marign™. Jan

. *NJI#$FW G tl - (Northeast)—ij£ cdntfntled
cold and many cellars "and potato pits
have been visited by Jack Frost. Feed *
and ha$ in good demand at a very high
price, hay $22, feed $4.05 per cwt.—F. S/
Big Rapids, Feb. 1

SANILAC (Central)»>~Weather contin-
ues very «told. Farmers até having a hard!,
struggle to get fuel’, and some of thgm are
going to the swamps for old* pine stumps,
and some are getting out poplar poles.—
A. B., Sandusky, Jan. 25. "J. '

CHEBOYGAN (South)—Everyone here
likes the M. B. F. They can*t help but
like tha best farmers' paper to Michigan.
Weather cold with lots of snow. Nothing
moving at present.—C. W. T., Wolverine.
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Material to build these beautiful homes £&E&**

[Here are three of more than a Imndred modem Harris Homes from the famous $10,000Harris Book of/
ExpUim everything with floor plan«, description«, material specifications, price«, etc., and tell« how. we save you $50 to $250 rlght at the start pa
plan« and material. :M tj~ w aJk yoiitft«« copy <af tfei# book nowl - M = Fee e

no ttom rm advance! ®|s
When you build your home "The Harris Way," you aecure the utmost possible In quality, economy
and service. Why? Simply because you profit directly — Immediately — by our 24 years' experience, we
were the first to reduce this vitally important industry to a perfect system and extend the benefits to the Reople
of the nation. = r.

"Ths HarrisWay" has exclusive merits — special advantages for the shrewd and camful home builder,
possessed by qo other plan or method. It ip the best, safest and most sensible way to build your ideal home
right without wasting a tingle penny.

1 The material used In building all Harrla Homes Is' prepared complete for your use In a way that la.

IInstantly and etaeily understood. It is sensibly “cut-to-fit“ with absolute accuracy and positive elimination

|of ail waate. You pay us for nothing you do not gw — only for what is needed to do the work right — ."The Harris
HOME M? J43S I Way, Think twice before you pass this opportunity —'mail coupon nowl

’Sj SHARPI E CREAM M O 50H|CH grade BATH ROOM COMBINATION
SEPARATORS V7 Greatest BagpnBaCiaed
r last Gl ForJhis"GreatJDreameparatoctSale™ a T

TremendousiPrice Reductions! i

Tha " world's bait” Cream Separator—Sharpl!«« famous original Tubular “A”

! Planc.

is_hdw Within your reach at a price so low and conditions so liberal, you cannot possibly fiuirti .
fefise. Don't put off buying your Separator another day. The time to act is here, for our limited! ifiuirtia®gani&iin
&8ck » going fast. BUY ON your own m w sti

IiW&il the Coupon below for Sharpies Tubular "A " Cream Separator colored illustrated catafofefbaiyi
Hifina, 30-days’ free trial plan, tha double gustratitoe and our big reduced price offer* fe$ntj
wit- ° M. Sharpies picked uv for this great public semce.

SALE PRICES SAVEjrOVJEARLY HALFf"

Better stilt, order direct from this advertisement. Shipments direct to you fron7slght'cohti‘atl£
|eeated distributing warehouses in every section of the country, East.'"West, North, South. Prices are on board!

Buy_This Modern High Grade Bathroom”

at various warehouses.  This means big freight savings and quick deliveries.« leeral Allowance for'you»
Separator. w - p . ®-SK\ ", Combination, consisting of the following articles illustrated |
Oé’ﬂe:zl:l)o. Sharples Sim Lbsgo%alrbh‘;“r Big;'gsro'zrlce/ Our Price above: Bath tub, closet outfit, and lavatory. If you are figuring on furnlshlng youii
CL—30 No 3 Sa : S «5‘00 bathr_oom you could make no better selection than this offering. The bath tubs are $ feel
Cl—a0 o2, YR IR ] >40. to 5yi feet long, in the rim enameled style, with No. «j? Fuller Bath Cock, con-
Gl.—0 No. 6 1700 Ibs.1 90.0 :éggg nected waste and overflow and nickel-plated supply pipes. The lavatory is in al
GL—90 No. 0 000 Ibs. «70.00 handsome deep apron style, high grade white enameled iron of the best quality. |
Spedai discount of 3% If cosh accompanies order. . Complete with “hot" and “cold” china index faucets, nickel-plated pipe connected!
*o the floor. The Closet Outfit has a high grade golden oak tank and seat withl

syphon ¢action, closet bowL_____ -3?

m a W IS THE t I m e to b u y No. g qJj roi. Complete as described above. ~Bathroom Outfit. ” * $49.501
~Individual Items: I

I I l W Y O l ' R R O O F I N G Wfc.Tub3S3&..$25.50 Closet Outfit.:7;.7/:3U .50 Lsvatorvj = -« in .751
Other outfits gp to $150.00 L]

Write (or our Complete PlumfiingSupply Catalog.

Order Today From I"Bai™in”~U st!
Quick action'onyour part is really'necessary if you H H *
wish to get your share of these unheard of savings. So BUy Thls B& tlm Corn Sheﬂer NOW for ’)£ 740 I
don’t delay—sit right down and write your order now. o
= Cleanly Shells w1 THE harrising.” w | 1

Every offer below is covered by ouP satisfaction or money-back guarantee.:

If you require further information before ordering, mail the coupon for* o mﬁ,lshels per Hour .
our Free Roofing Book. with3 H. P_t06 H P Shells, "Cleans and . CmeIEte
Engire! Loads All the Com iAs Pictured
. Stacks the Cobs The biggestaind best opportunlty
look at These SaVlngS! you will ever have to own “
Ajax high grads rubber, surfaced Roofing) t to] K-tt' ‘World's Best” Com Sheller,” and save
X 1 u u 1 ut u H
roIIJ Com;g)letg with nails and cement. Lot gNo p(3L302 3 ol almogt half. Most Slmp'& durable/an_d-
roll $1.27; 2 ply. roll St.17;" 1 ply, null. $m vm economical sheller on the market. : Bigl
Rawhide Stone Faced Gold Medal Roofinf, guaranteed 15 years. Rolls CapaCIty \Nlth Ilttle power- Shells hard or SOft,
CF?mﬁ‘in 108 sq. ft, nails and cement mcluged mot No. GL30G 12 Z) com, irregular sizes, smallest to largest ears, greenl
Olfw ST cettedte ' or dry—won't crack the kernels.  Clean shelled corn;
Our famous Rawhide Rubber Roofing, 3 ply, guarantood for 12 years)) alWa_yS .Insures you agalns_t eleVat(?r dOCkage. PayS fori
B T o ering, Frol® sy ain, 1g?y?qm,f,‘ Skt " Altself with the money you will save in one season. Order,
X.ii'tt.yxjfl .U Ng..GL-_%q.

t ply. roll.:...,., 22X T,

10,000 Rolls of Extra Heavy high grade Roofing) Rad or Cray Slate part«
Coated. Rock Faced,. Brown Pebble Coat, Double Sanded. Mineral on'Mica - A - -
w uble. ’ ! Olds Gasoline Engines  Electric Light Plant:- Robinson Hay Bailer

Surfaced. Lot .No. GL305, roll 108 sq. ft. with nails and
Sim
14x18 in«. m

M gauge, painted, 2 1-2 In. corrugated overhauled aldlng ahaetal 5 1-. 2ft lone!
Lot No. GL306, 100 sq. fi I Joaa oA . 1
s \ v ! p
26 gauga, painted, 2 1-2 in. corrugated overhauled rooflng sheets Lot No'
GL307, 100 sq. ft 4

24 gauga, Extra Heavy, painted, 2 1-2 In. corrugated overhauled sheets for
.roofing bams, granaries, etc._Lot No. GL308. 100 sq. f t . LV

. ) . Best mecra, Biggest capacity. Built to
The real long service engines. ~ Sisesfrom  Rumely-Falk Outfit, complet® with,,Wil- run from either large tractor or small gas en.1
IMH.P. tolSH. P. Order €N Jard rubber jar storage bat”ies, 75 *ne. Order No. GL903, Oa a a AA

MAII I HIS ‘ Ol lPON I O—DEF No. GL901 for 1yi H. foi.su B nd feed, size 14 in.xIgin.. vAuU .U v
Larger sixes prop nately low. A weA v .. $197 50 Other six« In p’(m'uon
For FREE CatalogS! Mixed Nails Iron Pipe Fenw Posta Hog Trough» Mixed Paint
HARRIS BROTHERS CO., Dopt. GL-400 Chicago, Illinois. <flf anpr 1001, Tubiila Par
Mark aa X in the square below to show which books you want. They at* FREE and sent postpaid.-:. SSORT 1 Keg . . ‘Fence  Poets; Gallonj
L © ) Y postpaid.-. G 1-incb iT-CPkr Foot pointed drive; 4 Faet Lon $l45
Autiding Materiel and Sharpies Cream Separator "Presto-Up" Portable .2-in. diameter; aet Lone
Supplica Book and Sale Particulars! Houses and Garages 1 win Good Iron Pipe, in random 'from 48 T\ to foftr:ggg' aggr?:gltiletr%i%@i; SJ67
: . Engines, Machinery, Impie- ! lumbing and Heating’ lengths, complete with coup- in. long. 5 " h
. . alvanised material, painted
Q Egﬁifhn% Siding and menta. Blacksn-_uth §upp|les] wook « NAILS lings. All subs.' Order No. 'Foma'a Fi\BtS %Iack braced with ste& cross
; g Fe Tut up in iots SLS, Tich par oor i ber cslly, Semied For otz vedien
g Harris Homs Book off tings'aud Paints— Varnishes' rkegs. ~New polished foot:Vi'. & ATXi:s7 ;If\en:’;scgrsne deep, order No. 0« « (SO0 reUmy 4 ©°
Flans, Baras, etc. | P "yRE Outfits, and Supplies i'naDs; 3dto40d. Order  Order No. GLS06, IX-inch Larmis GL908, each,.. fl.1p Jg%—gﬁt % oﬂi‘
>No- GL904. per foot.'li.Viii.'i'i'w;.-. fa yi Afor $6.00 : 1*Gi ,m |

W" aHorre, T Q) “iouse Fumnicnings S 1
] Sfi.F.D. Box No. Or Streets XState. WADR I S B ROTH ERS /Y]SIQ SrJ
« | IIaIIIIItIIII|IIIII

(In writing for catalogs or ordering from the Harris Brothers Co», whom we know to be reliable, be sure'and mention the fact that
you read their ad. in Michigan Business Fanning, they have promised our readers immediate attention and shipments.)



