
'I am strongly In favor of sheep raising,” w rites Mr. Erickson,

WE’LL MEET YOU AT 
EAST LANSING MAR. 7-8

Dorr D. Buell, President of Potato Growers’ 
Ass’n, Extends Cordial Invitation to 

Michigan Business Farming Readers 
to Attend Annual Meeting

Elmira, Mich., Feb. 18, 1918 
To the M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g  and its readers 

who are in any way interested in Potatoes :—
At East Lansing on the 1th find Sth of March toill 

be held a meeting of the Michigan State Potato Grow­
ers’ Association. This association was formed for the 
betterment of the potato industry and all those who 
are interested in the things the Association should 
stand for have always been welcome to become mem­
bers. At this time I  am especially anxious to have 
with us the editors and readers of M ic h ig a n  B u s i ­
n e s s  F a r m in g  and have them join with the rest of us 
who have the good of the potato industry at heart. 
We should like to have you all become members of 
the Association, and you are Welcome.

Yours very truly,
DORR D. BUELL,

President.
* * * ’"“'L.

Thank-ee, thank-ee, friend Buell. In behalf of our 
readers we accept your kind Invitation. We'll be 
with you to HELP solve the manifold and import­
ant problems now confronting the potato growlag 
industry of Michigan.

We look upon the coming meeting at East Lan­
sing as one of the most important ever held under 
the auspices of the potato growers of the state. 
The meeting should be, and if President Dorr Buell 
has anything to say about the matter, it will be 
an open forum for the utmost freedom of discussion 
of potato production, grading and marketing. Ev­
ery potato grower in the state should have an op­
portunity to present his views at that meeting 
upon any of the phases of the potato business, and 
he should be given a respectful hearing.

We believe that the meeting at East Lansing will 
settle once and for all the grading question, not only 
for Michigan but for the United States as well. Mich­
igan has made the most vigorous protests against 
the new grading rules. Michigan is the most im­
portant potato growing state in the union, and Mich­
igan's wishes MUST BE RESPECTED. Although we 
have not as yet réceived a copy of the official pro­
gram, we understand 
that the speakers will 
include men from the 
U. S. department of ag­
riculture, the food ad­
ministration, and rep­
resentatives from var­
ious growers* organiza­
tions of other states.
But for all that, there‘11 
be un opportunity for 
the farmer to present 
his claims.

There are many things 
to be discussed and set­
tled at that meeting, 
and among them is the 
grading question.

There is no gainsay­
ing the statement that 
the great majority of 
farmers of Michigan 
are opposed to the doub­
le grading. In the first 
place, the present grad­
ing method^ mean prac­
tically a single grade 
for many sections as on­
ly a comparatively few 
dealers in Michigan 
are buying the sec­
o n d  g r a d e  a n d

at prices so low that most of the farmers prefer to 
feed it to their stock. We will all grant that IF the 
dealers would pay what the second grade is worth 
to the farmers, it might be desirable to have a second 
grade, but there’s no way under the sun 
to induce the dealer to pay more for this grade 
than the market will stand, and it is a matter which 
the farmer can’t possibly control. Secondly, the double 
grading adds largely to the expense of handling, 
which, of course, comes out of the farmer.

Granting that the farmers of Michigan are pro­
gressive enough to favor a fair grading of their pro- 
-duct, and we believe without question that they 
are, the next question that arises is what shall con­
stitute a- proper and satisfactory grade. After an 
exhaustive investigation we have come to the con- 
cdusion that the majority of Michigan potato grow­
ers , will be satisfied with a single grade obtained 
by screening potatoes over ah inch and three-quar- 
tre's mesh. This would take a much longer percent­
age of theif crop, and still give tne consumer a 

(Continued on page 16)

NATION AROUSED BY 
IMPENDINGFOOD CRISIS

Economic Students Urge Government Remove 
Restrictions from Farming Operations 

and Give the Farmers an Incentive 
to do Their Best

WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN TO
MICHIGAN’S LITTLE PEA BEAN?

PINTO  B E A N S PO B ECONOMY
"Calling' attention  to beans a s  an excellen t substi­

tute for m eat, the U  S. Food A dm inistration m en­
tions the com parative cheapness and excellence o f the 
var ie ty  known as the dom estic pinto or speckled bean. 
P in to  beans are grow n in Colorado, K ansas and New  
M exico and are now  being used by our arm y and navy.

•‘The present retail price o f these beans should be 
from  10 to 12 cents per pound, w hich m akes them an  
econom ical food, considering th at pinto beans contain  
about 6 per cent less  w ater  than  the m ore fam iliar navy  
beans, w hich are now in the luxury class.

"Pinto beans are therefore a  very “beany” bean, furn­
ish ing m ore food value for the purchase price than the 
varieties w ith  w hich the public is  perhaps better acquaint­
ed. In  cases w here retailers do not handle pintos, per­
sons desiring to try  them  are asked to w rite the Bean  
D ivision, U. S. Food A dm inistration, W ashington, D. 
G., w hich  w ill furnish the nam es of shippers.”

The. above is one of several notices that have been 
sent by the bean division of the Food Administration 
to wholesale dealers' all over the country urging 
them to buy pinto beans in preference to the com­
mon variety. If it is true, as insinuated that there 
is an overproduction of pinto beans in the west, it 
may be within the bounds of fairness and good 
judgment for the food administration to advertise 
the merits of the pinto, providing it had any. How­
ever, it seems as if the bean division is overdoing 
its praise of the pinto just a trifle, for really the 
pinto isn’t in it with the Michigan pea bean, the 
analysis of the government of the food properties 

(Continued on page 16)

Scene on the Farm  of Aaron E rickson, Tnstlh. 
*1 have a sm all flock but Intend to increase It.”

During the past week economic students in all 
parts of the country have addressed pleas to tire-; 
government to take immediate action toward pie- 
venting a shortage of food and world hunger which 
they claim are inevitable unless those engaged in 
the farming business are given greater and im­
mediate incentive to increase production. It is sig­
nificant that the recommendations which have been 
been made follow almost identically the same lines 
as those suggested several weeks ago in these col­
umns, and as presented to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and the senate committee a year ago, by 
Grant Slocum, of the Gleaners.

“Of all the greatest problems of this colossal world 
war, the food problem is now the most important,” 
said Jacob Gould Schurman, president of Cornell 
University, to a gathering of farmers at Ithaca, N. 
Y. “I believe it no exaggeration to say that we are 
confronted with the danger of starvation in the 
next twelve months. Does the government want 
to stimulate agricultural production? Then strike 
the shackles off the farmer and leave him as free as 
other producers. In the name of common sense, 
of justice, and of patriotism, I make this appeal to 
the president and congress. Food will win the war. 
Give the farmers a chance to win it.”

“I agree thoroly w ith  P r e s id e n t  Schurman that to 
fix maximum prices of food products will diminish 
production,” said Henry C. Adams, professor of eco­
nomics at the University of Michigan, quoting al­
most the identical language used in previous M. B.
F. issues upon this subject. “The government could 
enter into private contracts with each individual 
farmer, and settle the whole question of food pro­
duction easily and quickly and equitably, instead of 
acting like a dictator. The farmer, like any other 
producer, cannot be expected to produce food at a 
loss. The government could guarantee every farmer 
adequate profits and thus insure production to the 
extent of the productiveness of the country.”

It is evident from 
those expressions that 
some of the keenest 
minds of the nation are 
giving earnest thot to 
the problems and diffi-J 
culties that stand in 
the way of increased 
production. The efforts 
of such men to arouse 
the nation to a greater 
appreciation of its ob­
ligations to the farming 
business must bear fruit. 
Bat time is fleeting. 
Another month and 
farmers will be out in. 
the field. Capital, lab­
or. seed and a reason­
able assurance of a 
profitable market for 
crops are the lubricants 
thaf will oil up th e â  
many farm factories 
and start their wheels 
a-going at a maximum 
speed. Will the Presi­
dent .and the Congress 
realize the importance 
of supplying them soon 
enough and amply e- 
nough to save the day?
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§ ministrator on several different counts. William 
i  Smith & Son, proprietors of the mill maintain 
|  that they did not at any time have more than a 
|  30-day supply of wheat stored, and that while 
§ some farmer customers had large quantities of 
|  wheat made into flour for their own use (one 
H bringing in 1,300 pounds which made six and one- 
§ half barrels) that the mill did not knowingly vi- 
1  date the rulings. The names of farmers who 
• J  secured large quantities of flour were turned 
§ over to Mr. Prescott.

* * *
I  Adrian—This city is to have a community mar-
|  ket. A. E. Allenden is chairman of the county 
|  committee having the matter in charge. The 
I  county has been divided up into five districts and 
g twelve men assigned to each district. It is plan- 
■g ned to give every farmer in Lenawee county an 
|  opportunity to purchase stock in the market.

* * *
g Coopersville — As the result of a meeting last 
|  week, a local branch of the Michigan Crop Im- 
j  provement bureau was organized' here with a 
|  large membership. The use of pure seed will be 
I  pledged by members. Demonstrations and ex- 
1 periments will be conducted by the association.

* * *
I  Charlotte—A number of Eaton county farm-
§ ers proved their patriotism as well as their kind- 
|  ly feeling towards the town people of this place 
|  by turning over their surplus sugar to the mer- 
3 chants here. Beet sugar raisers in this vicinity 
§ have each been permitted to purchase 400 pounds 
I  of sugar from the factory to which they shipped 
i  their beets. More than twenty farmers turned 
|  over to a committee representing the grocers 
|  various amounts of sugar from a few pounds to 
|  more than a hundred pounds, which brought 
|  much relief to the people of Charlotte.

not afford to run chances.”
* * *

Nashville—Tapping the many large hard maple 
shade trees in this place is advocated by the Nash­
ville News as a means of reducing somewhat the 
scarcity of sugar here. The News estimates that 
there are nearly two thousand maple trees avail­
able to be tapped, and that at least 3,000 pounds 
of maple sugar could be made. That a ton and 
a half of maple sugar would go a long way to­
wards meeting the present, shortage, is quite evi 
dent,

* * * ^
Sandusky-^-Farmers interested in the raising of 

chicory in this vicinity have it that the price of 
that product has gone up to $12.50 a ton, station 
delivery.- While the announcement has not been 
made officially, the farmers are demanding this 
price, and it is probable that they will be suc­
cessful, in view of the fact that beet growersk 
were successful in their demands for better prices.

* ♦ *
-St: Joseph— Reports of the St. Joseph Co-op­

erative association made at the annual meeting 
last week show that the organization is in a flour­
ishing condition. The gfape industry has long 
b fcu one of the moso important of Berrien coun­
ty’s assets and when it is learned that the St. 
Joseph, Michigan Fruit association alone handled 
nearly a half million dollars worth of business 
last season something of the importance of the 
grape raising is realized. The association loaded 
a total of 739 cars at an average price , for Cham­
pions of 17.93c over 11.11c in 1916; Moores Early 
at a price of 21.77 over 14.13 in 1916; Concords 
17.29c over 16.88 for 1916 and eight pound baskets 
brought a price of 19.70 over 17.88 cents for the 
previous year. To the fact that St. Joseph is 
federated with other Berrien and Van Buren 
county associations is credited the excellent prices 
maintained in spite of adverse conditions.

.... ........... ij  rney §
will be valuable, however, in showing whether the j  
tendency abong the farmers is to plant more I  
or less than last year, as well as the reasons § 
why. Every report received makes our sur- § 
vey more complete and our estimate more authen- § 
tic, and we believe that the information given in ; 1 
these reports will be of great »interest and1 value 1 
to every farmer not only in Michigan, but thru- |  
out the United States. We earnestly request § 
every reader who has not made a report, to fill § 
out the blank on this page and mail it to us at |  
once. §

Below are some of the comments that have been |  
received: V

W m. C. D icken, Sm yrna— "Potatoes would he 5 |  
acre» (instead  of one) i f  i t  w ere not for grading gys- §  
tern.

Schwanebeck B ros , Fenton— R ye, corn, potatoes and I  
h a y  «.bout the sam e a s  la st  y ea r ; beans, ca ttle  and I  
hogs w ill be less. "The above are not representative s  
of the average to  be figured for th is section on beans §  
and potatoes for m ost farm ers are cattin g  their ac- ¡¡' 
reage 50 percent on ihore o f theas crops.”

L. D. Yerkett, >Mt. P leasan t—--15 acres more* oats, ft 
W ould put in som e spring w h eat If could get the seed; 1  
also  som e peas W ill ra ise a  few  m ore ca ttle  if  1  
prices are r igh t; som e m angels; no beans and pota- I  
toes, except for our own u se ;  no sugar beets. W ill 1  
ra ise som e sugar cane for own use. H ave one brood 5 
sow  to farrow  in  April-”

W. B. Norton, W alkerville— One h alf as m any beans I  
and potatoes as la st  year.

Chas. Ginter,— L ess com , potatoes, beans, hogs. The I  
price o f help is too h igh; I  w ill have to farm  alone ” i

W. L. H oover, G reenville— A ll crops less by one- I  
h alf on account of labor and poor m arket conditions. 1  
W ill drop three-fourths of potato acreage on account H 
of the grading.

A lva  W ood, H ersey—:The cash crops o f the neigh- 1  
borhood are potatoes and rye, a lso som e stock and I  
som e cream. P otatoes are our m ain crop and there i  
is not a  grow er in  th is section  that does not back up I  
your work. W e had a  very poor crop la st  year and I  
w h at w e h ave got w e cannot se ll a t any price. One I  
m an a t  E vart offered m y neighbor 60 cents per hun- I  
dred la st w eek fo r -N o . 1 stock. If the Government I  
screen continues another year we w ill have to stop 1  
raising potatoes entirely, as we cannot raise them  and 1 
se ll them  over that screen.”

'-XA ■ I
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REPORTS FROM FARMERS ON 1917 AND 1918 ACREAGE AND LIVE STOCK PRODUCTION. SEND YOURS"TODAY
W heat Corn Oats

NAM E
L. W . Crandall, Y psilanti.
C. F. Dehn, H arrietta  . . .  
W m C. Dicken, Sm yrna . 
Floyd Smith, U nion City .
W . T. Anyer, W exford . . .
J. and„G. G arnett, M orley 
A rthur B eattie, Charlevoix
A lien P age, E lw ell ..............
Nel8 P. Frandsen, Coral . .
J. M. Y., O r le a n s ................
Myron Clement, Stanton .
A. R. Levy, E l s i e ................
C. R  D., Rushtcm ..............
Schwanebeck Bros, Fenton
F. E. Spicer, B ig  Rapids .
C. H., St. Johns ........................
L eslie E. Chubb, H ow ell .........
L eslie M itchell, Croswell . . . .  
E. B. H ollenbeck, A thens . . . .
Chas. Ginter .................................
J. H  Johnson. Cadillac ............
Geo. H arris, Chesaning ............
A lva W ood, H ersey ................
R ay  C. Burch. Cedar Spgs.
W. E. Southwick, Sherm an . .
D. A. Lam, Sheridan ................ I
Andrew Lorenz, T aw as C ity ..
Claud Root, C ass C ity ............
Ju les D riestche ............................
G. E. K lett, D e c a t u r ................
Wm. Raym ond, So. Boardm an  
Claude W hitman, Freeland . . I 
Jas. R. Campbell, St. J o h n s ..
Thos Turner, H em lock .........
A. B., M ayville .........................
L yle F lew elling, D ow agiac. . 
Chas E. Bonine, C assopolis. .
M. W„ Grant ..................................I
B arney Brown, Sebew aing
Geo. Vanburen, Skeels ............
Mason H ildreth. B a iley  : . . . .  |
A creage reported for both y r s . j

Increase ....................................... I
D ecrease ...................................... I

15

Rye B eans P otatoes H ay S. B eets 'C attle H ogs

20 1 iö |
—
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Undecided as to liv e  stock. 

L ive stock sam e both years 
101 14|| | | | . |
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„1 II I If I
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A creage about sam e
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E ditor’s  N o te : —  The 
accom panying table has 
been com piled from  re-» 
ports received the last  
two w eeks from  over 50 
farm ers, show ing the 
acreage they  are plarF- 
ning to plant to  the 
m ore im portant crops 
the com ing year, and in 
som e instances, their  
1917 acreage. Som e of  
the farm ers reported 
crops w hich are not list­
ed above, but those w e  
have chosen are repre­
sentative. The totals 
computed cover only  
such acreage as is re­
ported for BOTH years, 
and show  a  m arked ten ­
dency toward decreas­
ed production in practi­
ca lly  a ll crops. L ater  
reports, o f course, m ay  
change the com plexion  
of these conclusions. 
T hese estim ates can be 
m ade of great value to 
our readers, and w e hope 
that E V E R Y  one of 
them w ill consider the 
m atter o f enough impor­
tance to take the time 
to fill out the blank be­
low and return it  AT  
O N C E  B E  SU R E  to 
report acreage and live 
stock holdings for BOTH  
years. I f  your report 
show s a  decrease from  
la st year, p lease sta te  
the reasons.

W heat 
1918 I 1917

Tell us in the blank spaces below what your acreage was last year and what it will be this year.
Corn 

1918 I 1917
Oats

1918 I 1917
R ye B eans

1918 I 1917 -H 1918 I 1917
P otatoes H ay

1918 " l 917 II 1918 I 1917 II 19Ì 8BML917 || l í l í t  1917 II m l® “ “ ' - «  ---8-h<?ep
ÎT îi I W~ “

1917 II 1918 I 1917

I  REM ARKS

Name . . . . . ....... >. .A ddress
r .S ize of Farm
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j ,‘W^KDT WASHINGTON LETTER
1 • k j B k .  WASHINGTON, Dr-0—Congress

is giving its undivided attention 
I  just now to the problem of increas-
.1 1 . \ ing the nation’s food supply.. Mr.
|  jHocfver has been confining his efforts almost ex- 
I  Illusively to good1 conservation. He knows how 
I to appeal to the average consumer and his ef- 
|  forts along this line have met with creditable 
f ^success. But his half-hearted and badly-engin- 

i| eered plans for the stimulation of food produc- 
i |  tion have been practically resultless. It is now 
f  apparent that Mr. Hoover is not sufficiently ac- 

quainted with the practical difficulties in the way 
m of increased production to be able to map out a 

campaign that can satisfy these difficulties and 
|  speed up the farm factories.
J On the eve of another planting Congress begins 
|  to realize the gravity of the problems which 
I  threaten to rear themselves as insurmountable 
1 obstacles in the way of increased production. 
|  There is less talk now of patriotism, and more 
g of commo| sense preparedness, 
i  * * *|  Measures have been introduced by Senator Gore 
1 of Oklahoma, increasing the minimum price of 
j  wheat to $2.50, and by Senator* McCumber, of 
I  North Dakota, boosting the price to $2.75 a bushel. 
|  In fixing a new wheat price standard the commit- 
§ tee is seeking to guarantee the farmer a price 
j  high enough to stimulate wheat production, but 
I  at the same time it is trying to keep the guarantee 
|  price within a limit that will not justify an in­
i'' crease in the cost of bread. The American farmer 
j  Will stop raising wheat and turn his attention to 
|  growing other cereals, Senator McCumber pre-
|  dieted, unless higher wheat prices are guaranteed.* * #
§ Preliminary investigations into the cost of 
|  constructing the Hog Island shipyards indicate 
|  that many of the wealthy men of the country who 
I  hurried so eagerly to Washington when the war 
|  broke out to offer their services gratis to the gov- 
I  ernment, have been using their positions to secure 
j  patronage for firms in which they have a remote 
|  financial iterest In order to speed ship construc- 
|  tion the government offered to purchase sites,
1 buy materials and pay the labor for construct- 
|  ing suitable ship yards, and also to advance the 
I  necessary capital, for the building of ships. One 
|  of such contracts was let to the American Inter- 
|  national Ship Building Corporation, after this 
|  concern had agreed to accept a profit of 3.3 per 
I cent on the job in lieu of the 6 per cent which 
1 they first demanded. After the contract 
S had been let and the work of construction started, 

it was discovered that the corporation’s estimate 
of the cost of the job had increased from $21,000,- 
000 to $45,000,000, which meant larger profits than 

n their original proposition, even tho the percentage 
of profit was less. The-reader should understand 
that under the shipbuilding contract, the govern- 

fi ment furnishes capital, supplies, labor,—every­
thing, with the exception of the science of ship­
building, which the American International Shjp 

B Building Corporation provides,—at better than 
n a clean million dollar profiti No chances to take, 

and the higher it makes the costs the greater its 
profits will be. Here are some of the stockholders 
of the corporation mentioned: J. Ogden Armour, 
the packer, whose patriotism has been extolled to 

B the skies ever since the war broke out, Mr. Ar- 
y . mour himself doing a large part of the extolling;
|  Pierre S. du Pont, of the munition supplies cor- 
g poration by*that name; Otto H. Kahn. New York 

banker, who has been travelling thru the country 
|  making speeches and reviving the people’s war 
y spirits; Percy Rockefeller; Theodore N. Vail, pres- 
|  ident of the American Telephone and Telegraph 
§.• Company; Frank Vanderlip, New York banker,
I  who has been a leading figure in the Liberty Loan 
|  campaign. Most, if not all of these men have 
|  been active in various war preparations, but it 
k now appears that some of them at least were 
1 thinking of patriotism only in terms of profit.

*  4c *

I  Congressman Carl E. Mapes of the Sth district 
g of Michigan doesn’t believe that the idle rich 
if should make Washington their playhouse during 

these stern times, especially when the only avail- 
| .  able quarters are so badly needed for those who 
§ have government connections and whose presence 
I in Washington is needed. From the day that war 
i  was declared thousands of well-to-do-people, have 
|  been lured to Washington by trie' blandishments 
|  of military operations. They have filled the ho- 
M tels and rooming houses to a point of congestion, 
y and as a result rents have increased to abnormal 
! .  proportions.

* ♦ •
|  The Fuel Administration is already laying its I plans for the mining and distribution of coal for 
§ next season. Anthracite operators, as well as 
I  bituminous miners, have notified the administra­

tor of their readiness to keep coal shipments in 
motion throughout spring and summer months. 
Under the system which the administrator is 

'considering, consumers will furnish to designated 
dealers an estimate of tonnage required. Dealers 
will in turn give total estimates to local adminis­
trators and' shipments will be made on these ad­
vices.

ATTENTION, MILK PRODUCERS!

Milk producers <will be especially interested in 
this bit of market news furnished to the daily 
press by the firm of O’Hara, Ferriss & Co., -stock 
brokers. In view of unsettled conditions with 
the producers possibly the exchange of a good 
cow for a share of stock might be considered prof­
itable. We pass along the information without 
further comment;

C BE A M EB T STOCK H IG H ER

Sales Made on Xiocal E xchange at Substantial 
Advance

The D etroit Stock E xchange opened quietly  but 
good business w as confirmed. Reo, P a ige , Edison  
and D etroit C ream ery appearing in the trading, the  
feature being the D etroit Cream ery, which has been 
con sisten tly  strong. T oday’s  price w a s a t a  sub­
stan tia l advance. The m arkets apparently stand  
the w ar new s w ell,'reflecting the strength  of under­
ly in g  conditions.

London reports that G erm any has resolved to renew
m ilitary  activ ities  a g a in st R u ssia . T h is decision  

w as reached at a  sepecial conference attended by 
Em peror W illiam , his generals and high officials of 
the governm ent. It is rclaim ed that invasion  o ff  R u s­
sia  w ill be continued w ith  Perograd as the objective  
The Germ ans take the view  that the “no peace, no 
w ar” attitu de of the B olsheviki, though it did not 
end the war, au tom atica lly  ended the arm istice. The 
B olsheviki "are now m oving on the Ukraine and the 
new  republic w ill be given every asistance by the 
Germans, their idea being to prevent the ecapture of
that territory by the B olsheviki.* * *

A  call h as been m ade for five percent o f the draft 
quota from  each local board which w ill be taken  
from  the deferred percentage. T h is wil^ require 

1,600 w hite men from  M ichigan, w ho w ili be sent to 
Camp^ G reenleaf, F ort Oglethorpe, Ga., instead  of 
Camp Custer. The railroad schedules are in prep­
aration and the m ovem ent w ill begin on March 4 
and be distributed over fi\re days so that the la st -will 
leave on M arch 8.

*  *  *

B ola Pasha,* w hose trial for high treason, held in 
Paris, has created a great deal o f interest, has been  
convicted and sentenced to death. The French court 
found him gu ilty  of using German gold in an attem pt 
to debauch the P aris press. Chief evidence w as fur­
nished by the United S tates governm ent, who found 
that Form er A m bassador von Bernstorff had turned  
over to Bolo nearly $2.000,000.

• • *

Chairman H urley  of the shipping board has in sist­
ed that strik ing carpenters and joiners return to 
work pending action  of the w age adjustm ent boarrd  
w ith in  a few  days w ill recommend a general w age  
scale for 75 percent of the yards on thet A tlantic 
coast. The strikeing carpenters are dem anding the 
w age scale of $6.60 recently granted for Paoiific 
coast yards. * * *

B ritish  naval authorities assert that G erm any’s b ig­
gest subm arine drive m ay be expected in April Ger­
m any has been active for the past few  m onths, re­
fitting and overhauling her subm arine fleet, building  
bigger U -boats and m ounting long-rafldge guns upon 
them. * * *

An appropriation bill calling for a billion dollars 
has been favorably reported to the house by Chair­
man Sherley, of the appropriation com m ittee The 
m oney Is to be used to supply am m unitioin, provide 
a plant for the filling of poison gas shells, and m eet 
other w ar expenses.

IT Wa s  t h a t  e x t r a  k id  t h a t  c o t  h is  o o a t .
»Ireland in the Columbus Dispatch.

RAIL HEADS ARE BLAMED FOR
CRIPPLED CONDITION OF ROADS j

Those who had an idea that Hon. W. G. McAdoo .•§ 
had his hands full as Secretary of the Treasurer § 
and could not give the railroads of the nation i  
sufficient time to unravel the knotted skein, have g 
another guess coming. As Director General, of I  
the railroads he is bringing order out of kaos, ¡1, 
and at the same unearthing some of the real g 
reasons, why the whole transportation system of I  
the nation broke down under private ownership. ■§, 
His very first act was to lop off the salaries of a § 
hundred unnecessary officials; then he got after j  
the equipment, which he found in mighty bad %> 
shape. His next step was to find out why there § 
were no cars for coal or to transport farm pro- j  
ducts and manufactured goods.

Commissioner McChordv active in the man- § 
agement under the Rirector General has just S 
filed a report with his Chief, which brings out g 
some startling revelations. He has located thous- f t  
ands of crippled cars, which have accumulated g 
during the fall and yinter, which occupy miles g 
of tracks in the congested centers of the east.

These reports, based on., first-hand information j  
gathered by a corps of trained inspectors, cover g 
the six weeks’ period since the government as- 1 
suined operation of the railroads and indicate ff 
that one of the most critical ills of rail transpor- § 
tation under private management was the side I 
tracking of cars needing repairs.

Conditions are worst at Philadelphia, Pittsburg, § 
Harrisburg, Altoona; Cileveland and Buffalo, it 7 
was shown. The Pennsylvania early this week 
had 1,992 so-called bad order cars at Altoona, 
1,223 at Harrisburg, more than 1,000 at Conway 
yard, near Pittsburg; 890 At Cleveland, 478 at ’ 
Philadelphia and 510 at Buffalo. It was estimated |  
crippled cars even at these main terminals oc­
cupied 55 miles of track.

These cars could have been repaired quickly 
during the winter if railroads had made proper 
preparations for covered repair tracks in advance ; 
according to railroad administration officials.

Of the many empty cars congested in the Phil­
adelphia yards of the Pennsylvania more than 
2,400 are coal cars. At no time within the last, 
month have there been loss than 1,500 empty coal 
cars there awaiting movement while coal mine 
operators cried for more cars.

Freight -train movement throughout the east 
has been at the rate of about eight miles an hour 
or two-thirds normal, caused mainly by running B 
trains too heavy, by faulty engines, pom- coal 
and bad weather. A result has been the over­
working of train crews and their removal after 
shifts of 1G hours’ legal maximum.

In testimony before the railroad wage com­
mittee. representatives of road employes recent­
ly charged that railroad managements encour­
aged1 this lax administration to discredit the 
Adamson law.

HERE’S A FAIR DEAL THAT
WOULD MAKE FARMERS HAPPY

A yesterday’s dispatcli from Washington an­
nounces an agreement that was reached between 
President Wilson and the zinc plaie manufactur­
ers. We publish the agreement more as an illus­
tration of what can be done to protect both pro­
ducer and consumer, than as a matter of news.

A maximum price of 14 cents a pound for plate 
zinc f. o. b. at plants and 15 cents per pound 
for sheet zinc f. o. b. at plants was fixed, subject to if 
the usual trade discount.

The following conditions were laid down: 
First, that the producers of grade “A” zinc, plate 
and sheet zinc will not reduce the present wages, a 
Second, that the allies, the public and the gov- |  
ernment will be sold zinc at tho same prices. I 
Third, that they will take necessary measures to i  
precent zinc from falling into the hands of the I 
speculators, who might increase the price to the |  
public. Fourth, that they exert every effort to |  
keep up the production, so as to assure an ade- § 
quate supply during the war.

The farmers of the nation would be delighted ft 
to have such a proposition submitted to them; and M 
like the zinc manufacturers, the President could § 
rest assured that the men of the farms would’ do I  
their level best to keep their factories running if 
full time during the period of the war. And it 
can be done. Federal Government can as easily 
contract for its needs in the way of food products 
as for its needs in the way of zinc.

Complete records for 1917, secured by the U. S. 
Food Administration, give the total pack of canned 
tomatoes as 15,076,074 cases of two dozen cans 
each. This is the largest amount paeked since 
1914 and is equivalent to more than three dims of 
No. 3 size for every person in the United States.
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They AU Rash in to Lock the Bam Door now that the Horse has been

P U d A iS a y
NOW BE REVISED

g Michigan Congressmen, Agricultural College, 
State Food Administrator Prescott, De­

troit News, and Others Now Line 
Up Against Potato Grades .

I  Recent Washington dispatches show that the 
¡f efforts of M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a b m in g  to secure 
I  the abandonment or at least a modification of 
I  the potato grading rules are bearing fruit. One 
I such dispatch to the Grand Rapids Press under 
! date of February 15th, is as follows:

“Potato grading rules wljich have proved par- 
! ticularly obnoxious and discriminatory against 
|  Michigan and have resulted in losses by Michi- 
! gan growers may be abandoned or at least 
|  largely modified for this season. Lou D. Sweet, 
|  chairman of the potato committee of the Food 
|  Administration soon will call a conference of 
|  potato growers, and dealers from all parts of 
|  ftie country tG reconsider the potato ' grading 
I question.
| “It is evident that' consistent criticism of the 
| grading rules finally has had an effect on food ad- 
f ministration officials. Forrest A. Lord of Michi- 
|  g a n  B u s i n e s s  F a b m in g  has been active ifi this 
I work. In a recent letter to members of congress 
I he quotes a telegram from the Pennsylvania de- 
! partment of agriculture stating that grading 
| rules are little observed there. Mr. Lord ' adds 
j that a great injustice has been done to the farm- 
! ers of Michigan, that Michigan potatoes are bring­

ing the least on the markets of any state crop 
; and are being sold in direct competition with 
i the ungraded stock from other states.

“Some idtea of what the food administration 
may decide to do may be found in the recommen­
dation of Mr. Lord that the potato grading rules 

| be abandoned this year because It will be a phys- 
I ical impossibility to enable dealers to pay grow­

ers a fair price. Next year modified grading 
rules might be gradually put in force.”

A Lansing despatch to the Detroit News, Feb­
ruary 14th, says that Jason Woodman, member 
ef the state board' of agriculture has been sent 
to Washington by George A Prescott, state food 
administrator, and the Michigan Agricultural 

College to endeavor to obtain from Herbert G. 
Hoover, federal food administrator, a modification 
wr repeal of the federal order which compels 
tfce screening of all potatoes into two grades with 
respect to size.

Mr. Sweet's sudden change of attitude and Mr. 
Woodsman’s hasty departure for Washington con­
stitute in effect a plain admission that the 
grading rules have failed to accomplish the pre­
dicted results, and that those who have been re­
sponsible for putting the grades into operation 
this year are making last minute efforts to clear 
their skirts and to partially overcome the damage 
already done.

While it is, of course, a matter of great satis­
faction to M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g  and its 
readers that the fight they have waged against 
the iniquitous grading rules has finally enlisted 
the support of both state and federal authorities, 

-we regret that the impending victory will come 
too late to be of very substantial benefit to' the 
farmers this year. Most of them have sold their 
No. 1 potatoes and fed the number twos to their 
live stock. Others have a portion of the crop 
still on their hands, and for their benefit we hope 
that the rules will be modified as suggested.

As we look over the potato situation of the 
past few months we are moved to compassion for 
the utter stupidity and incompetency of those who 
engineered the potato grading rules. When we 
think of the millions of dollars that have been 
lest to growers all over the United States, of the 
absolute indifference of those who sit on the 
Food Administration at Washington and the con­
ceited stubborness of those in authority within 
eur own state within whose hands the power lay 
te remove the restrictions that were working 
havoc in thé potato growing sections, words al- 
mopl fail us.

The attempted regulation of potato production 
and marketing last year was a huge bungle from 
start to finish. From the very day the govern­
ment's increased production propaganda until the 
very moment, the potato industry has suffered a 
set-back at every point. Theory, theory, theory,— v 
the hobbies of individuals and experts who had 
no material interest in . the welfare of men en-

gaged in the potato growing business,—have re­
peatedly and successfully throttled every natural 
bent of the marketing movement. Result: All 
Winter long many consumers have been going 
without potatoes while a hundred miles distant 
farmers had mdre than they 'could sell. The 
simple fact is that the new grading rules abso­
lutely paralyzed the movement of the crop in 
many sections during the normal marketing sea­
son, 'and despite the protests of the farmers, the 
theorists and experts who controlled the situation 
sat tight On their hobby horses and successfully 
blocked the road to market.

Four months ago, after a careful investiga- 
tion, and in response to the pleas of its readers, 
M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g  sent a letter of pro­
test to the Food Administration against the grad­
ing rules. Mr H. P. Miller of the potato division 
answered this letter, defending the rules and set­
ting forth in glowing language the anticipated 
benefits that were to be derived from their op­
eration by producer, dealer and consumer, alike. 
An exchange of exhaustive correspondence upon 
the subject then followed, without results. Mr. 
Miller persistently refused to make any modifica­
tion of the rules; the Food Administration had 
made its decision and would abide by it. In vain, 
we went into the details of the situation in Mich­
igan, pointed out to the potato committee time 
and again the great financial loss that the rules 
were imposing upon our farmers, and begged it 
to at least conduct an investigation in Michi­
gan and make some provision for remedying 
the situation. Five thousand petitions were sent 
to Mr. Hoover; at no little expense to us, tele­
gram after telegram was dispatched to Wash­
ington, imploring those in authority to take some 
action. We were referred to Prof. Wald, who as 
secretary of the Michigan Potato Growers' Ass’n. 
had given his sanction to the grading. We laid 
argument after argument before this gentleman, 
undeniable proof of the harmful effects that the 
grading was having upon the state’s potato in­
dustry, but the Professor turned a stubborn ear 
to the growers’ pleas and altho admitting the 
apparent Injustice of the grading, refused to rec­
ommend a single remedial measure.

Time was flying. Already the marketing sea­
son had advanced iiito the heart of winter. Some­
thing must be done and done quickly to save 
the- growers from a tremendous loss. Finally 
despairing of securing help from those respon­
sible for the situation we turned to our represen­
tatives at Washington, laid all the facts before 
them and asked them to act. Almost to a man, 
they responded. Separately'and collectively, the 
members of the Michigan delegation appeared be­
fore Mr. . Hoover or sent him letters protesting 
against the discriminatory ruling and asked that 
It be modified. These protests brought results. 
Mr. Hoover apparently has instructed his lieu­
tenants to reconsider the grading rules and listen 
to the arguments of the farmers of this state.

During all these months,’' M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  
F a r m in g  has conducted the' fight practically alone. 
Various mass meetings have been held thruout 
the state and some of the country editors who 
have minds and backbones of their own took up 
the fight and stood valiantly by the growers. 
But no other‘agency of a state-wide influence had 
the interests of the farmers sufficiently at heart 
to lend their influence against the grading. Op­
posed to the farmers from the very start were 
the Agricultural College, Prof. Wald, secretary of 
the Michigan Potato Growers’ Ass’n, all the coun­
ty agents, and the gentlemen comprising the po­
tato committee at Washington. Now that some 
of them have shown a willingness to respect the 
wishes of the farmers, the opportunity has been 
opened to settle the grading proposition fairly 
and satisfactorily to all.

simple. There is a great shortage of wheat. 
The government is trying to bring about the sub­
stitution of potatoes for wheat as a food wherei 
possible. To make potatoes more attractive, It a’ 
is trying to see that the potatoes that get to mail' 
ket are of the highest^ grade, give the consumer 
the most value for his money and really make 
a food bargain for him as compared with wheatjF;

‘ “To do this it has instituted the grading regu­
lation,, fixing the standard thus: A1P potatoes 
that will not pass through a screen of 1 7-8 inches 
are first class. All that will pass through such 
a screen but will not pass through a screen of 
1 1-2 inches shall be classified as grade No. 2. 
All others are cUlls and should ont be offered for 
sale.” ’’

“Analyze this: The administration influenced 
the farmers to raise the largest potato crop on 
record. The administration was anxious to have 
the people eat potatoes to the exclusion of other 
food stuffs. The administration devised a grad­
ing regulation which sorted out and branded \ 
as inferior more than one half of the crop and j 
permitted the buyer to  reject these inferior po- | 
tatoes or to offer for them a much reduced price. !

“But the administration did not follow up its f 
regulation with any provision for enforcement. ! 
Therefore, naturally, the buyer after he had I 
graded the farmers’ potatoes and paid the mar- f 
ket price for a small part of them, bid anything I 
he liked for the seconds. If he did not get them, I 
the consumer lost. If he did get them he was I 
immediately at liberty to dump them into the fj 
bin with the potatoes graded No. 1 and the con- | 

• sumer paid the market price for field-run. stock. 1 
“No regulation could have been better calculated I 

to discourage the production and consumption of i 
potatoes—the production, because' farmers treated |  
so shabbily will not this year take seriously any 1 
efforts to Induce them to plant potatoes largely; 1 
the consumption, because it arbitrarily interfered 1 
with normal marketing, kept from distribution 1 
millions of bushels of excellent potatoes and 1 
maintained a price so high as to deter consum- 1 
ers from buying.

“The effect was so obvious that even state offl- 1 
cials balked. Michigan’s food administration I 
made no attempt to enforce the measure. But 8 
the potato buyers, who were the sole beneflciar- 1 
ies of the measure, held the farmers to it. They i  
told the farmers that they were licensed. They § 
pointed to the stenciled “U. S. Standard Grade” 1 
on their screen. “Government orders,” they said. |  
"Got to do it. Wouldn’t have us lose our license, 1 
would you?” -

“A delegation of Michigan potato growers is |  
in Washington to tell the senate committee on § 
agriculture the workings of the potato grading I  
regulation. They should be heard with defer- I  
ence. If the government expects the farmers to 1 
produce food for the nation and' for the army, g 
It must quit hampering their business with i  

“regulations” which limit the marketing of farm I  
products at Reasonable prices.”

BEET GROWERS APPRECIATE
OUR EFFORTS IN THEIR BEHALF

‘A VICIOUS RULE FOR WAR
TIMES,” SAYS DETROIT NEWS

“Michigan farmers are complaining because the 
federal food administration’s grading ̂ -regulation 
is preventing the sale of a large part of the emer­
gency potato crop which federal authorities in­
duced them to raise. They have just cause for 
complaint, and with them should join in plain­
tive wail the much-abused ultimate consumer. 
Both alike are the victims of utter ignorance and 
incapacity.

“But before the consumer can wail he must know 
what has been done to him. U. S. grade No. 1 
and tr.-S. grade No. 2 mean nothing to him in 
connection with potatoes. The government did 
not instruct him; the dealer did not let him in 
on the secret; he knows oqly that potatoes are 
high, and because of that he eats them sparingly.

“When asked for an explanation, a food admin­
istration official said :. "The answer '-is very

................................................................................................................................................ .

Editors M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g :—
At a meeting of the farmers held in our neigh­

borhood last night I was asked to write you a .let­
ter, expressing the appreciation of the beet grow­
ers of this section for the splendid service given 
us in our efforts to secure an increased price for 
our beets. Had it not been for the Weekly visits 
of your splendid paper, and the able manner in 
which you handled the growers’ side of the ques­
tion, many in this section would not have held on 
until the victory was won.

It is my opinion that if the beet sugar manu­
facturers could raise beets themselves at less cost 
than they are obliged to pay the growers, they 
would engage in the business of sugar beet grow­
ing as a profitable side-line. In the “Thumb” of 
Michigan, where the first sugar factories were 1 
established, the farmers remember the experience 
some of the companies and many of the manufac­
turers had in raising beets. In order to secure 
thé factories both at Croswell and Caro, it be­
came necessary for the different communities to 
guarantee a certain acreage of beets. To accom­
plish this many1 of the business men of these 
villages contracted for a certain number of acres.

They went out and rented the land, paid for the 
help, delivered the beets-r-and when they got their 
cheeks in thé fall they found that they had lost 
from twenty to one hundred and fiÇty dollars on 
every acre of beets raised. They did' not try rais­
ing beets the second year. Then, it will be re­
membered, the manufacturers went into the grow­
ing business—they were going to show the farm­
ers just 'bow to handle the proposition. This 
scheme did not prove successful in a single in­
stance; the farms purchased by the -companies 
have been sold, and their losses in growing beets 
themselves, has been made up by the farmers.

M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g  comes as a  welcome 
messenger every Saturday, and to your efforts, 
more than any other single agency, can the beet 
growers give the credit for their receiving ten 
dollars per ton for beets raised this year.

Wilmot, Michigan L. E. J.
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WHEAT
i  GRADE Detroit Chicago New York
> 0. 2 Red 2.17 2.15 2.25

No. 3 Red 2.14 2.12 2.22
No. 2 White 2.15 2.13 2.23
No. 2 Mixed - 2.15 2.13 2.23

Wheat is moving freely and the 
output of flour during the past week 
has decreased considerably under the 
average as maintained for a month or 
more. The storms of January made 
the hauling of grain from the farms 
almost impossible.— Then came the 
thaw of last week, just about en­
tirely cutting off country receipts. 

This thaw was general over the nor­
thern part of the wheat belt. Much 
of the drifted snow has been removed 
from the roads and with more fav­
orable weather we should see wheat 
moving to market in goodly quan­
tities. The farmers will be looking 
forward to spring work and at that 
time they are too busy to haul much 
gi ain. It is only reasonable there­
fore to expect an increased movement 
during the balance of this month and 
the fore part of March.

There is nothing to be gained by 
holding this wheat and it is badly 
needed right at this time. In fact 
with the coming of warmer weather 
there is always a considerable shrink­
age on grain and all other things 
being equal we have always felt that 
it should be disposed of rather than 
held on into the late spring or summer 
months. This, of course, would not 
apply during years when the price 
had been unsatisfactory through the 
early part of the marketing season, 
but this year, with the price firmly 
established by the government, there 
can be no incentive for holding.

,WI B E — of  corn at prim ary points h are doubled during 
ta fn fv  tral11 load,8 ?* e.mPtie8 to a ll w estern states. Much uncer?prevails in the corn m arket w ith  a general trend to lower prices Oats
the  m ark?? r S n ld n s T m . * 8 bUt *“  o tterin ** are absorbed and

m ^ k e t  flrm a f ir e ev a m ^ dpricesd * * * *  in greater quantities but
— P ota*® receipts have increased som ew hat during the  

p ast w eek but w ith  better w eather less trouble has been experienced in  m aking  
deiiveries and the m arket has taken on a better feeUng H ay is arriving m v e r y  
lim ited w ay  and demand is good. * J

' -

BEANS
GRADE | Detroit Chicago New York

C. H .P. 1 12.70 13.50 13.75Prime 12.40 13.35 13.6S
Red Kidnevx / 15.50 16.00 13.75

SET**
GRADE Detroit Chicago

No. 2 White 
Standard .91 1.2 .90 1 02
No. 3 White .91 .89 1.01
No. 4 White .90 .88 1.00

GRADE Detroit Chicago New York
No. Z tallow 1.87 1.82 1t7ft
No. 3 Yellow 1.851-2 1.80 1*77
No. 2 Mixed 1.83 1.77 1.76 1-2

s

The railroads, under the Govern­
ment priority orders, are making ev­
ery effort to move corn to terminal 
markets, The weather is now more 
favorable, after one of the most severe 
winters of years, and one which at 
times just about suspended trans­

portation movement. It is expected 
that the visible corn supply will in­
crease greatly from now on. The 
quality of arrivals is very poor, show­
ing much cob rot. The recent w arm  
weather gave some indication of what 
is in store for wet corn.' Much of it 
arriving during that period had begun 
to show the must odor.

Seed corn is selling at high levels, 
and will perhaps advance with the 

-  season; acting independently of feed 
corn. The supply of real good seed 
is, rather limited. Investigation of 
cars arriving at terminal points shows 
about one in one hundred fit for seed­
ing purposes. The quality of the 
seed being offered is far from that of 
othqr years.

There is a very good demand for 
white corn and millers are taking it 
at a good price when in condition for 
their purposes. It is being used to 
a large extent in the war flour and 
by bakers generally.

Michigan buyers of corn should ex­
amine each car on arrival and this ex­
amination should be thorough. While 
the quality will not be found up to the 
average of other years, there is great 
danger of the corn heating in transit. 
This trouble may not be apparent bn 
top of the car but develops as the fear 
is unloaded and the grain underneath 
is reached. For this reason it is well 
to sample all parts of the ear.

All seed corn this year should be 
thoroughly tested for germination. 
This is always a good plan, taking no 
one’s word for it, and this year the 
rule applies with more force than 
ever. There will be a big question 
regarding much of the corn which will 
be offered for seed.

Last week, in discussing the oat 
situation, we stated it as our belief 
that despite a somewhat heavier move­
ment of oats, we would not see lower 
prices for some time, owing to the 
fact that all markets were bare and it 
would take a considerable amount to 
take care of the daily demand and at 
the same time create sufficient sur­
plus to have any bearish effect on the 
price.

The latter part of the week justi­
fied this assertion« the oat market,’ 
notwithstanding additional supplies, 
reaching the high mark of the season, 
Detroit quoting standard at 91%c. 
The demand continues excellent, ex­
port buyers, cereal food manufactur­
ers and feed mills all being'actively 
in the market. We advise our read­
ers to Watch the market closely, how­
ever, and it should be remembered 
that one of the main factors in the 
recent advance was the fact that there 
were not sufficient stocks in reserve 
10 tide the dealers over a period of 
suddenly increased demand. There is 
a-large reserve back in the hands of 
country dealers, much of it bought at 
lower prices than now prevail, and 
trey are anxious to sell. There is no 
doubt, but what better weather Is at 
hand and this, together with the gov­
ernment's priority order issued last 
w ek, will result in larger receipts. 
Eventually this will have an effect on 
the market. The growers will also 
be hauling their grain to market be­
fore the rush of spring work. It is 
the general aopinion that there are 
large stocks still in growers hands.

The past week brought about no 
material change in the rye situation.

The market continues strong and ar­
rivals are not sufficient to take care 
of the constant demand. There is some 
difference of opinion as to the future 
of the rye market but it is generally 
believed that the price will not ad­
vance much higher. It is now con­
siderably over wheat. The warmer 
weather and improved conditions of 
the roads may bring out stocks still 
In the hands of growers, but it is our 
opinion that these stocks are not 
large and that so far as they are 
concerned the effect on the market 
will be small. Detroit is quoting No. 

-  2 at $2.18 and Chicago quotes $2.10 
for the same grade. Other markets 
arein the main nominal.

Barley
Chicago—The barley marke t last 

week continued very strong, and in 
spite of predictions to the contrary 
prices continued to advance, the scarc­
ity of - wheat flour having of course 
stimulated the demand for the new 
barley product which is rapidly coming 
into deserved popularity. The demand 
was keen for both the spot and barley 
to arrive, and loadings of barley in 
store have been as rapid as circum­
stances permitted. Some of the malt­
sters even sold their holdings to mil­
lers to ease up the pressure, never­
theless the top price for barley for the 
week stood above a parity for wheat. 
There is, of course, the usual amount 
of gossip that the Food Administration 
proposes to place maximum prices up­
on barley as upon wheat but nothing 
has as yet been done. The demand 
for feed barley was good; screenings 
held firm at advanced prices; malting 
sold up to as high as 11.82. On Mon­
day there was some reaction tltho 
the receipts were not as heavy as an­
ticipated. There were among the re­
ceipts some 19 cars of malting which 
sold at a range from $1.81 to $1.87 and 
a quantity to arrive was quoted at 
$1.87 to $1.89. Sales of feed were re­
ported at $1.72@1.72i/4 and screenings 
at $1.30; malting ranged between $1.77 
and $1.90 for poor to fancy; $1.77@ 
1.85 for standard; $1.85@1.88 for good 
to choice, with fancy up to $1.90; feed 
and mixing, $1.70@1.85; screenings, 
$1@1.40.

The bean market is firm under a 
fair demand and scarcity of good, dry 
stock. The price is advancing and 
should show considerable improve­
ment. We have all along maintained 
that our friends who had good dry 
stock would do well to hang on to it 
for a time tand we still feel the same 
about it. Let’s get rid of the wet 
stuff first, not all at once, but grad­
ually, and the dry stock will take 
care of itself. Regardless of all the 
talk of imported beans, pintos, etc., 
we are firmly convinced that there 
will be a most excellent market for 
Michigan pea beans later on. Seed 
stock is going to be scarce. And right 
here we want to say to our friends, 
be careful what kind of seed you pur­
chase this year. If you have any rea­
son to suspect that it has been touch­
ed by the frost, do not plant it, even 
though it does germinate. We saw 

_ this tried out last year and with very 
unsatisfactory results.

We note with satisfaction that wet 
beans which have stood in the straw 
all winter are coming out in much 
better shape than those which were 
threshed early and stored in bins. 
Many growers did not get a machine 
in to thresh before the roads were 
blocked with snow and they are now 
finding that this circumstance ulti­
mately worked to their advantage.

Reports from Colorado indicate that 
growers there who have stock on hand 
feel that it should bring higher prices 
than now prevail and are holding. 
This should prove a bull factor so far 
as Michigan beans are concerned. The 
fact that the Government seized twen­
ty million pounds of beans on the Pa­
cific coast, beans which we under­
stand were imported, did not help 
the Michigan situation any, to say 
the least. But at that, they will need 
our beans, and badly, before another 
crop is ready for market.

CLOVER SEED
The clover seed market continued 

strong up to the close of last week, 
at which time considerable weakness 
developed and prices worked lower. 
The principal cause of this was a 
desire on the part of holders to dis­
pose of a part of their holdings. There 
is much uncertainty as to the immed­
iate future although we fail to dis­
cover at this time any underlying 
weakness which would permanently 
effect the situation.

Detroit quotations today, with pros­
pects of a somewhat lower market to­
ward the ned of the week, are as fol­
lows:

Prime red clover, $20; March $19; 
alsike, $16.60; March alsike, $16 61- 
timothy, $4.

Market* 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
New York 
Richmond

N o. 1 
T im o th y  

25 50 26 00
30 00 31 00
32 75 33 00
31 00 30 50 
37 00 39 00
33 00

Standard 
Timothy 

24 50 25 00 
29 00 30 00
32 00 32 50 
29 00 29 50
33 00 37 00 
32 00

N o. 2 
Timothy 

23 50 24 00 
28 00 29 00 
30 50 31 50 
26 00 26 50 
30 00 34 00 
28 00

Market* 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
New York 
Richmond

N o. 1 
Light Mixed 

23 50 24 00
28 00 28 50 
32 00 32 50
29 50 30 00 
34 00 36 00 
32 00

N o. 1 1 N o . 1 
Clover Mixed 1 C lo v e r 
22 00 22 50 21 50 22 00 
27 50 28 00 27 50 28 00 
31 50 32 00 35 00 35 50
30 50 31 50 30 SO 31 50
31 00 34 00 32 00 34 00 
31 00 129 00

Shippers have nothing to fea£ so 
far as the present hay market is con­
cerned. Light receipts are the rule 
aJt all ¡markets and under a good 
stiff demand trade is brisk and prices 
rem !n firm.

Receipts at Detroit are improving

mailto:1.85@1.88
mailto:1.70@1.85
mailto:1@1.40
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Chicago reports a very firm mar­
ket with light supplies and active trad­
ing. Both local and shipping demand 
has been exceptionally good for the 
past week. The demand for straw 
is also good, No. 1 rye and oats bring­
ing from $14 to $16 per ton. Wheat 
straw is selling around $12.00.

Conditions at Cincinnati are much 
better, the cbld'er weather of the past 
few days having relieved the flooded 
conditions of the plugging yards. There 
has been some advance in price at 
that point.

Richmond reports very light re­
ceipts and an active demand. Our 
reporter there states that consign­
ments to that point*are light just at 
this time and that they expect a good 
firm market until such time as sup­
plies are greatly increased in the 
spring.

Clover hay is greatly in demand 
at St. Louis, according to a wire just 
received from our. correspondent 
there, offerings being limited and ar­
rivals cleaning up from day to day. 
There is also a good demand for 
prairie and packing hay.

Pittsburg and Philadelphia report 
a shortage of all grades of Sound 
hay and this, together with a heav­
ier demand than has existed for some 
time, has made an exceptionally 
strong market.

After the rush of deliveries fol­
lowing the Garfield closing order, the 
New York market has cleaned up in 
good shape and the situation there 
is again firm.

HOUR&FEED
Manufacture of feed stuffs, so far 

as Detroit millers are concerned, is 
about at a standstill. Very little feed- 
stuffs material is left from the manu­
facture of war flour, and oats and corn 
are not arriving in volume sufficient 
to be of any account. The same con­
dition is true of other markets. New 
York reports nothing to fill orders for 
spot or future delivery. Dealers are 
trying to fill existing contracts and 
finding great difficulty in doing so.

Detroit quotations: Flour—Per 196 
lbs., in eighth paper sacks: Standard 
patent, $11.10@11.15; straight win­
ter, $10.80@11; spring patent, $11.20 
@11.30; rye flour, 11.80 in jobbing lots.

Feed: In 100-lb. socks, jobbing 
lots: Bran, $34.50; standard middlings 
$36.50; fine middlings, $43.50; crack 
corn, $75; coarse'cornmeal, $74; chop 
$60 per ton.

spring weather permits free move­
ment and where supplies áre plentiful 
this usually causes a lower market. 
Witlv the sppply of cars somewhat re­
stricted this movement will be more 
evenly distributed over the spring 
mónths.

O NIO NS
i 2

POTATOES

M a r k e t !
| C h o ic e  r o u n d  

w h i t e - t a c k e d
M e d iu m  R o u n d  

w h i t e - s a c k e d

D e tr o i t 2 .0 0  c w t 1 .8 5  c w t.
C h ic a g o 2 .0 0 1 .8 5
C in c in n a t i 2 .2 5 2 .1 0
N ew  Y o rk 2 .4 5 2 .3 5
P it t s b u r g h 2 .2 5 2 .1 2
B a l t im o r e ,  M d. 2 .4 5 2 .3 8

Potatoes are moving quite freely 
at the present time. Receivers report 
car lots as plentiful and the market 
has an easy tone. The price so far 
has remained about stationary, show­
ing but small decline. No doubt ship­
ments will increase from now on, the 
warmer weather permitting shippers 
to work to better advantage.

There is much speculation as to
what will develop when the pits and 
cellars are opened and the contents 
thoroughly investigated. It is the
general opinion that much of the
+ock has been more or less affected 

by the severe winter. Whether Or not 
this is the case will have an effect on 
the future market. If the frost has 
injured much of the stock in Michi­
gan,, Wisconsin and Minnesota, there 
yiJI, of course, be just that much less 
to come on the market and this will 
be a bull factor.

Seed potato men say they are hav­
ing a fair demand for seed stock but 
are finding difficulty in securing cars 
for shipment. The car situation will

The onion market is just a litle off 
at the present time.. Detroit dealers 
report a light demand and free re­
ceipts. They believe that this condi­
tion it but temporary and that before 
a great while the surplus will clean 
up and the trade become more steady. 
Detroit quotations on^No. 1 yellow 
stock run from $3.00 to $3.50 per 100- 
lb. sack. .Red onions are not in de­
mand on this parked.

New York—The receipts of onions 
this week were the lightest ever known 
for this season of the year. Through­
out the week the arrivals did not run 
higher than eight or ten cars a day—- 
in fact, they would not average over 
seven oars—yet there were more on­
ions than were needed and sales had 
to be forced, in many cases, and price's 
shaded. Some of the offerines sh o w ed  
the effects of the recent cold spell and 
this frosted stock was hard to move 
at any price. Reports from the pro­
ducing sections especially New York 
state , indicate that the quantity of 
onions in storage is extremely heavy. 
All shippers are crying for cars but 
the railroads are unable to furnish 
but very few. However, it may be 
just as well, as a heavy accumulation 
here would drive prices down so low 
that in the rong run it would mean 
a bigger loss than if the onions were 
held in the country. Most of this 
week’s supply consisted of the yellow 
variety and because of this, the best 
reds and yellows sold at the same 
price, $2 per 100 pound bag. This price 
was not realized except in a small 
way, and quantity sales were seldom 
made higher than $1.50@$1.75. The 
poorer stock sold as low as 50c @ 
$1.50 per 100 lb. bag.

Chicago—The onion market contin­
ued to weaken under a slow call and 
liberal offerings this week. Reds and 
yellows were held at prices ranging 
all the way from $1.85@$2.10 per 
cwt., f.o,b Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Indiana shipping points.
m m

APPLES
The apple market is firm and sup­

plies are only moderate. Shipments 
have increased to a certain extent but 
the demand has kept pace with them 
and the market today is in good con­
dition and promises to continue so. 
Detroit quotations: Greenings, $6@ 
$6.25! York, $5@$5.50; Baldwin, $5; 
No. 2, $3@$3.50 per bbl. Western, 
$2.75@$3 per box.

Chicago—Apples moved rather free­
ly in a local way under an active de­
mand this week and if shipping facil­
ities were equal to requirements, so 
that outside orders could be handled, 
trading would be on a firm basis. The 
limited number of cars available re­
stricted the outside movement mater­
ially. The local call was a sufficient 
strength, however, to maintain prices 
on a steady basis.

Quotations on barrels were as fol­
lows: York Imperials, $5@$5.25; Wil­
low Twigs, $4.50@$5; Baldwins, $5.25 
@$5.75; Golden Russets, $5@$5.50; 
Kings, $5.50@$6; Jonathans, $5.50@ 
$6.25; Greenings, $€@$6.50; Winesaps, 
$5@$6; Ben Davis, $4@$4.25! North­
ern Spy, $5,50@$6.50; Ganos, $4@ 
$4.50, and No. 2 stock $2.50@$3.50.

... .

BUTTER

Thursday another quarter cent was 
added, making the quotation 52c at 
which price the market stood firm 
on Friday. Higher scoring butter 
closed firm at 52%@53c; firsts were 
moving ,at 49%@51%c, and a few 
seconds were moving at 48@ 49c; the 
demand for that grade being rather- 
limited. Traffic conditions have clear­
ed up considerably and it is expected 
that there will be a more regular move­
ment of buter toward New York than 
there has been during January and 
February. Considering the irregular­
ity of arrivals during those months 
the market has been very consistent. 
It is difficult to predict what changes 
may occtir in the future but shipperss 
had best prepare for some decline in 
price.

The following suggestions are offer­
ed to those who wish to secure the 
top of the market on their shipments:

1. Be sure that the creamery sup­
ply houses furnish,you with clean, 
well-made tubs.

2. Be sure that the tub has a clean 
attractive appearance when it leaves 
the creamery.

3. Do hot use more than four fas­
teners, but see that they are placed
at equal intervals and firmly nailed.

4. Have as few identification marks 
on the tubs as possible. Use your 
st&mp once, on the cover and once on 
the side of the tub.

5. Use top cloth circles. Insert 
liners carefully and have them lap 
over not more than one inch on the 
upper surface.

Cheese
Sheboygan, Wis.—The cheese market 
remains firm and practically station­
ary as far as country markets are con­
cerned. The make throughout the 
country seems to be slightly increas­
ing but not sufficiently so in order to 
make any change in the situation or 
any appreciable increased offerings.

Trading throughout the state, or 
home trading, has been active for the 
last week and continues so at this 
writing. Daisies and Longhorns are - 
in special demand. Prices have reach­
ed a point where the eoct of carrying 
stocks is increased and this results in 
wholesalers and jobbers buying more 
or less in a hand-to-mouth basis, for 
immediate requirements only.

The Twin sittiation is somewhat un­
certain and difficult to fathom. While 
reports of heavy holdings cohtinue*to 
be made, operators are finding no dif­
ficulty in moving their stocks at the 
basis of present cost and the past week 
has seen many sales of held goods 
made on the basis of 25c f.o.b con­
centration point.

At the Plymouth market held this 
week the following sales were made:
38 Twins, 26c; 700 Daisies, 27%c; 100 
double Daisies, 27%c; 100 double Dais­
ies, 27c, 243 Longhorns 27%c; 245 
Spuare Prints, 28%c.

At the Appleton market the same 
prices prevailed. Twins selling at 26c 
and double Daisies at 27c.

Detroit quotations: Michigan flats, 
26%@2'61,oC; New York flats, 27c; 
brick, 28%@29%c; longhorns, 28%cf^ 
Michigan daisies, 27c; Wisconsin dais­
ies, 27%c; domestic Swis, 35c@42c; 
for prime to fancy: Limburger, 30% 
@31c per lb.

Turkey *" \ 30-32 25-26 30-35 I
Ducks 30-32 27-30 33-35 I
Geese 27-30 23-25 33 35
Sprinters
Hens

28-32 28-30 3536 f

N o . 2 G ra d e  2 to  3  C e n ts  L e ss

Our New York butter letter, giving 
conditions for the week ending Feb. 
16, sums up the eastern situation as

The egg market is firmer under lim­
ited supply and good demand. Arriv­
als from the southwest have been lim­
ited owing to transportation difficul­
ties and this has helped the Chicago 
and Michigan situation. Detroit is 
quoting fresh firsts at 54 to 65c per 
dozen.

Chicago reports a firmer-tone to the 
market the past week, following the 
steady decline of the preceding week. 
Both local and shipping dealers are 
buying actively and although receipts 
are increasing owing to 'the milder 
weather, holders of fresh have been 
able to obtain somewhat higher prices 
Firsts are selling at 55 to 55%o; or­
dinary, 52 to 53%c; miscellaneous lots 
cases included, 52 to 54%c.

The poultry market is firm at a 
slightly advanced rangé of prices. Ar­
rivals are light at all points and eveiT- 
thing appears favorable for the spring 
market.

Last week we mentioned that this 
Food Administrator was considering 
forbidding the shipping of hens or 
pullets and this order has since been 
issued. This order, we understand, 
holds good ùntil May L This action 
has been taken to increase the egg sup­
ply. At this time of the year it is 
customary to dispose of hens and this 
movement has been heavy this year 
on account of the high prices of feed. 
It became evident that the egg supply 
would be away below normal at a time 
when the country tfeeds a greater pro­
duction than ever before, to relieve 
the food situation. , Hence the action 
of the Cimmission in forbidding the 
shipment of hens and pullets for the 
time specified!

Furs and Hides
No. 1 skunkr $5; winter muskrats, 

80c; No. 1 mink, $7.50; No. 1 raccoon, 
$1.50.

HIDES—No. 1 cured, 17c; No. 1 
green, 14c; No. 1 cured bulls, 13c; 
No. 1 green bulls, 11c; No. 1 cured veal 
kip, 20c; No. 1 green veal kip, 18c; 
No. 1 cured murrain, 17c; No. 2 green 
murrain, 14c; No. 1 cured calf; 26c; 
No. 1 green calf, 24c; No. 1 horsehides, 
$6; No. 2 horsehides, $5; No. 2 hides, 
lc and No. 2 kip and calf l%c lower 
tan the above; sheepskins, as to 
amount* of wool, 25c@$3 each.

Dressed Hogs and Calves
The dresed hog market is firm, good 

clean, nice appearing stuff bringing 
2-c per lb. Receipts have keen just a 
little heavier during the past week, 
but there is a good market for all of­
ferings.

Dressed veal is in good supply, 
fancy bringing 18 to 20c per lb; choice 
17c; common, 16c. Shippers should 
be careful in preparing veai for mar­
ket. A great deal depends on the ap­
pearance when it arrives at destina­
tion. Dirty looking stuff sells at - 
discount at all times.

Rabbits
Michigan rabbits are in fair de­

mand, bringing $3 to $3.75 per dozen," 
according to condition. With the 
warrnei1 weather receivers are ex­
pecting the usual run of off-grade 
stock. Be sure the shipment is not 
held too long before moving fprward. 
Rabbits arriving out of-condition are 
liable to be sent to the dump by the 
inspector.

Vegetables
Beets, $3.25 per cwt.; carrots, $2 per 

cwt.; turnips, $2 per cwt.; rutabagas, 
$2 per cwt.; parsnips, $2.50 per cwt.; 
radishes, 35c per doz.

Live Stock Letters
Chicago, Illinois, February 18, 1918,

-—A further slight increase in receipts 
of live stock at Chicago last week and 
a material gain in outgoing shipments 
came as additional proof that the 
railroads are gradually getting in bet­
ter shape to handle the traffic and 
leads to the expectation, in view of the 
fact that lack of adequate transpor­
tation facilities has held vast amounts 
of live stock in the country which 
owners have been anxious to unload, 
that the marketward movement dur­
ing the next 30 days or more will be- 
of generous volume.

Last week’s cattle rade was very ir­
regular. Thé beef steer market show­
ed its best phases on the plain to 
good 1050 to 1250-lb. classes of warm­
ed-up and short-feds selling largely 
between $10.00 and $12.00. Such clos­
ed last week showing little change in 
value from the close of the week pre­
vious. An indifferent demand, how­
ever, prevailed all week for good 
choice steers selling from $12.50 to 
$13.80, the latter figure being the tp 
of the week, and these kinds, along 
with many ofv the more_xommon light 
steers not of quality that appealed to

é ;
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fiSHBMMHM « s g W m W m ► •'*"'£a.«i T* w m m
February 23, 1918 M I C H I G A N  B U S I N E S S  F A R M I N G
stocker and feeder buyers, showed 15 
to 25c declines for the week, more ih 
spots. Half-fat yearlings were bad ac­
tors, getting strong discrimination 
from killers. Such stock, where mak­
ing satisfactory weight gains, could, 
we believe, be profitably held back for 
a better finish, ^alhough supply pros­
pects are such as appear to warrant 
the marketing of all classes of live 
stock as fast as ready for the market 
and stock that is not paying its board.

Revival of demand for stock and 
feeding cattle has been an outstanding 
-feature of the cattle triade within the 
last fortnight. While the trade on 
country account has not yet reached 
large dimensions by any means, the 
fact is patent to those in-close touch 
with market developments .that unless 
unforseen handicaps appear the 
broadened inquiry foy thin and light 
fleshed young cattle that has been evi­
denced since the January and early 
February period of severe storms, sub­
zero temperatures and demoralized 
transportation service is but the be­
ginning of a season that will be mark­
ed by an investment demand that will 
grow in volume as grazing time draws 
nearer. Prices advanced about 25c 
last week, with the bulk selling at 
$8.50 to $10.00 and a few loads of the 
best selected feeders up around $11.

Butcher Cattle were irregular sel­
lers all the week, but showed at the 
close a full steady basis with the close 
of. the previous week with the excep­
tion of common and plain light heifer 

-vstuff which was dull and droopy. The 
heavy cows and canner and nutter 
classes were good sellers throughout. 
Bulls showed little change but the 
calf market dropped to the lowest lev­
els hit in many weeks past. It took 
choice vealers to sell at the week-end 
at $13.00 and sales were made at $1.5Q 
to $2 declines from the close of the 
week previous.

Today with 15,000 cattle in the pens 
the market was generally steady on 
all classes. Top steers sold at $13.85, 
but sales above $13 were few and the 
bulk sold at $11 to $12.50.

R a tes;—-A dvertisem ents classified  un- 
der this heading:, w ith  the first three 
words displayed in bold face type at three 
cents per word. Coant in itia ls and fig­
ures as words and rem it w ith copy w an t­
ed to the A dvertising Dept., 110 Fort St 
D etroit, Mich. "

SMALL STOCK FARM  for sale, 80 
a c r e s ; betw een 60 and 65 acres im prov­
ed ; all fenced w ith  woven w ire w ith  barb 
on t o p ; No. 1 barn w it h , green pine 
fram e 40x60 ft., 18 ft., post basem ent un- 
df r, f be w hole b a r n ; 3 cem ent floors and 
stables, co rn .cr ib  and pig pen w ith ce- 

- m ent floors, tool house, sheep sh e d ; good 
fa ir  h o u se ; sm all orchard ; good w ater •
™a,L™Ute the house: school house on the opposite corner. Anyone inter-

. SterHni?,n Mich. ow ner’ <*«>. H. Swafflold.
— y -  ■ ________________________________________

60-ACKK FARM  for sale. 55 aeres 
cleared, 5 acres timber. Good house and
Pi1™' Swi,lWinnmUi and °ther 0Ut bui|rt"Ings. W ill sell cheap. Address, 
________Gaylord, Mich , R. R. l ,  B ox 82.

FOR SAFE— ICO acres of very fertile  
virgin  land on a good road near a  thriv- 

v il la g e ; good m arkets, school and 
ch u rch es; one m ile to railroad siding • 
80 acres could very easily  be cleared for 
spring crops ; this land with a very little  
im provement will double in value • price 
$20.00 per a c r e ; w ill take a sm all p ay­
m ent d o w n ; good reasons for selling

F. W  M ACKRINDER, Mikado, Alcona  
County, Michigan.

SEE D  CORN— Golden Orange F lint $5 
i i ™ Red cob- $4 bu- ( lrain Ensilage. $3.60. (Prder early. Sample for stamp. 
H arry Vail, W arwick, C range Co., N. Y.

FOR SALE— Berkshire Sows, bred f o r  
Apr. farrow. A lso spine fine g ilts  
Tw elve very fine grade Aberdeen A n g u s  
heifers from 6 to 14 mo. old. Russell 
Bros., Merrill, M ichigan, Route No. 3.

240 Acre Farm  for sale, 2 m iles east 
and 3 m iles north of Rem us. M ecosta 
county. A  new  brick veneered house with  
t  ,®ables> 11 room s; hot w ater heated, 
bath and toilet, running w ater, hard and 
sort, cold and hot; gas lighted and range, 
not plate in basem ent w ith  laundry tubs. 
N ew  40x80 fu ll basem ent barn, round 
roof, new  cem ent stave  silo  12x40. B uild­
ings a ll rodded. N ew  windm ill 50 ft  
ou ts id e  cem ent potato cellar. A uto g ar­
a g e ; tool sh e d ; stone hen h o u se ; new  
tenant house, 4 room s; 180 acres cleared, 
balance' ea s ily  c le a r e d ; w ell fenced, w ith  
liv ing w ater, under highest sta te  o f cu lti­
vation; sandy loam  w ith  c lay  subsoil. 
* o r  prjGe w rite owner, Chas. L. Gilmore, 
Rem us, M ichigan.

W ANTED— Single m an b y  th e  m onth  
or year, not in the d raft ; m ust be relia­
ble and honesty S tate w ages, etc., in 
first letter ., A  good hom e and surround- 

- y- L w  Strachan,. Ionia,« M ichigan.

Hog trade experienced a sharp de-
* cline early last week, the top dropping 

down to $16.05 and the general aver­
age to $15.75 on Tuesday, but recovery 
was prompt and under a material ex­
pansion in shipping demand toward 
the week end the market became a 
runaway affair, closing the week at 
the high point of the period, 80 to 90c 
above the Tuesday low spot and 10 to 
20c above the close of the preceding 
week. The average hog weight for 
the week was 233 lbs., the heaviest 
since last September, 31 lbs. heavier 
than a year ago and 14 lbs. heavier 
than the corresponding week of the 
last seven years.
• Today, with 45,000 hogs on the mar­
ket, the trade ruled unusually higher, 
the average being fully 25c above Sat­
urday. The top was $17.10 and sales 
up to $17.00 for good »butcher hogs 
were numerous.

The sheep and lamb trade has been 
in a bad way during the past week, 
lambs declining fully $llOO per cw t, 
yearlings 50c and matured muttons 
generally 25c, Best lambs finished 
last week fin a $16.75 basis, but a good 
kind not of the most desirable weights 
sold down around $16.00 and $14.75 
to $15.50 bought a lot. of 95 to 110-lb. 
lambs toward the week end, such wts. 
finding a-very narrow outlet. Handy 
weight yearlings topped at $15.00, and 
best aged wethers were quotable at 
$13.50 and good to choice fat ewes sold 
from $12.50 to $13.15. Dressed mut­
ton trade Fast was in bad condition 
throughout the week. Meatless days 
and the opening of the Lenten season 
are depressing influences and the trade 
lacks confidence in the ability of the 
market to attain and hold much bet­
ter levels than now prevail during the 
next few weeks.

Today, with 20,000 head here, sheen 
held steady but lambs showed a fresh 
decline of 15 to 25c. Best tidy wt. 
lambs sold at $16.65 to shippers, but 
the practical top to packers was $16.50.

East Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 19.—Re­
ceipts of cattle Monday, 100 cars, in­
cluding ten cars, left from last week’s 
trade. Trade opened 25 to 50c lower 
on medium weight and weighty steers 
which were in light supply; butcher 
steers and handy weight steers sold 
steady; fat cows and heifers sold very 
steady; bulls of all classes sold steady; 
fresh cows and springers were in very 

"light supply, sold steady; stockers and 
feeders were in light supply, sold very 
steady; yearlings were in very light 
supply, sold 15 to 25c higher than last 
week. At the close of our market 15 
cars went over unsold.

Receipts of cattle Tuesday, 25 cars, 
including ten cars left from Monday’s 
trade. The market was 15 to 25c low­
er on all grades and trade was slow.

Receipts of hogs for the opening day 
of the week totaled 9,600 head, or 60 
double decks, and with a good local 
and outside demand our market open­
ed ten to fifteen cents higher, with the 
heavies selling from $17.00 to $17.40; 
mixed. $17.50. with two decks of late 
arrivals reaching $17.60; yorkers, at 
$17.50;. pigs, $16.25; roughs, $15.75; 
stags, $13.00 to $14.00.

Receipts of hogs Tuesday totaled 
about 3,600 head and the market open­
ed steady. Yorkers sold at $17.50, but 
a few reached $17.60; mixed and medi­
um hogs sold from $17.40 to $17.60; 
heavies. $17.25 to $17.40. Pigs and 
lights were a quarter lower, selling 
from $15.75 to $16.00; roughs, $15.50 
to 015.75; stags generally $14.

The receipts of sheep and lambs on 
Monday was called 9,000 head. The 
market opened 10c higher on best 
lambs which sold from $17.50 to 
$17.75; throwouts, $15.50 to $16.25. 
There were quite a number of heavy 
lambs here Monday and the demand 
was very light, for this class of stuff. 
They were very hard sellers and sold 
from $15.25 to $15.75. Yearlings sold 
from $1,3.50 to $14.00; wethers, $12.50 
to $13.50; ewes, $12.00 to $12.50, as 
to weight and quality.

Receipts of sheep and lambs Tues­
day were about ten cars fresh and five 
cars holdovers. The market was very 
slow and very little trading was done. 
Best lambs sold from $17.35 to $17.50 
which was 25c to 40c lower than Mon­
day; throwouts, $15.50 to $16.25; 
yearlings, $13.50 to $14.00; wethers, 
$13.00 to $13.50; ewes, $12.00 to $12.50 
as to weight and quality.

We quote: Choice to prime weighty 
steers, $12.50 to $13; medium to good 
weighty steers, $12.00 to $12.50; plain 
and coarse weighty steers, $10.75 to 
$11.25; choice to pifime handy weight 
and medium wt. steers, $11.50 to $12.

TRIPUE WALL SILO

GUARANTEED
against windstorms, collapsing or 
bursting. The Independent T ri­
ple Wall Silo is constructed of 
heavy staves insulated from weather by a 
felt lining and spiral outside wall of end- 
locked cypress siding. N O  H O O PS T O  
T I G H T E N . Is practically frost-proof. 
Nailed into one piece. T he Independent 
Triple Wall Silo can be loaded on a wagon 
and hauled from place to place. INVEST  
Y O U R  M O N E Y  IN  A PE R M A N E N T  
SILO.

Turn Soft Com into Money
Don’t let Jack Frost control the corn situation again this year. 

Place your order now for an independent Triple Wall Silo. It will 
better your farm and help you to bigger profits. Sell your high- pric-

=  ed hay.

Feed Ensilage
The best and cheapest, winter feed for your stock. Forty per cent 

/Of the feeding value is in the corn stalk. Save it, and serve it to 
your stock, after it is converted into green, palatable ensilage. Pro­
duces milk and beef at lowest cost. a

The IN D E PE N D E N T  T R IP L E .W A L L  SILO will save you time 
money, labor.

Place your order now for later 
delivery. Write for booklet; and 
price. • ' fifiT

m  The Independent Silo Co.,
Indianapolis, Indiana

=  St. Pani, Minn. Kansas City, Mo. m m

For Sale, Used and Rebuilt Machinery
H. Peerless, steam  traction en ­

gine ; 22 H. S tevens; 22 H. Wood 
Bros. ; 22 H. G ear-S cott; 20 H. B aker; 
20 H. H uber; 20 H. Rum iey ; 18 H. 
G aar-Scott ; 18 H. P it ts ;  18 H H uber; 
18 H. "Nichols and Shepard , 1 8  H. 
R u ssell; 18 H. B aker; 18 H. Wood 
Bros., 16 H. P itts, 16 H. N ichols and 
Shepard, 15 H. Case, 12 H. C ase; 30

in. and 32 in. A dvance grain threshers, 
2 8 in. and 36 in. Case steel fram e 
gram  threshers; 30 in. and 34 in. P itts. 
32 in. Wood Bros., 32 in. Aultm an- 
P a y lo r ; 33 in. Port Huron'; 17x22
Ann Arbor baling press; 14x18 W hit­
man, 14x18 Ohio.

W rite  us fo r com plete used m a c h in ­
e ry  lists . Also fo r  new ca ta lo g u e  of 
G reyhound  m ach inery .

THE BANTING MANUFACTURING COMPANY
116 Superior St., - - - - TOLEDO, OHIO.

CONSIGN YOUR LIVE STOCK TO

CLAY ROBINSON & CO.
LIVE STOCK COMMISSION

Chicago, 111., South St. Paul, M inn., South Omaha, Neb.. Denver, Colo., Kansas 
C ity, M o., East Buffalo, N . Y ., Fort W orth, Texas, East St. Louis, 111., Sioux 
City, Iowa, El Paso, Texas, South St. Joseph, Mo.

BISHOP, BULLEN & HOLMES
LIVE STOCK COMMISSION SALESMEN 

The Largest Live Stock Commission in Michigan 
MICHIGAN CENTRAL STOCK YARDS - - - DETROIT

G e o . J .  S&ndel G eo . H . S ta c y J o h n  R . B e a d le- •  -  -  **• ' v ,‘“  *'■ B . C . G re e n

Sandel, Stacy, Beadle & Green
LIVE STOCK COMMISSION MERCHANTS

M ich igan  C e n tra l  S tock  Y a rd s
tespectfally solicit your consignments. No shipment too small to receive our best care and attention 
None too large for our capacity.

Seed Corn
Part of our corn is being tested and part is coming from 

the growers. We expect to have our stock ready for ship- 
ment early in March.

Watch for our announcement of vareties and prices in 
this paper.

MARTIN DAWSON COMPANY, 
Ypsilanti, Mich.

D o n ’t, a p p ly  
more lime than 
needed. Save 
w ork, tim e , 
money by us­
in g  S im p le s  
S o il T e s te r . ■ 
Low in price. I  
G u a r a n te e d !

, S im p le x  S o il  I Teeter auto- 
ai t i  c a l l  y

amo 11 o ff . f P I R I
ground lime- 

; atone a o i l s  
contain au d  
require. 
W rite  f o r  

\ literature. 
fr S im plex  M fg. 

Co; Depi.2C9K 
Baltimore, Md.

W A N T E D :—-B o y  to w ork on farm  at  
once, Orla E ager, H ow ell, Mich*
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The Knocker
'T  TAKES no brains to knock”, says the Al­

legan county farm agent, referring to those 
publications which “knocked” the grading 

rules. Incidently, the gentleman’s remark hits 
about 50,000 “unprogressive” farmers of the state 
who have likewise opposed the grades. It really 
seems that the remark is superfluous. The whole 
idea of the farm agent movement, as applied in 
some sqgtions of Michigan at least, seems to be 
based upon the assumption that the farmers are 
devoid of brains, hence an advisor to tell them 
how to farm, how to grade, how to market.

The charge is that M ic h ig a n  B u s in e s s  F arm  • 
ing  is a “knocker.” We plead guilty. We “knock­
ed” the price of wheat that some of the elevators 
were paying to farmers, and after a succession of 
knocks, secured an increase of three cents a 
bushel. True, that isn’t much, but we thought the 
farmer might better have that three cents than 
the elevator man. It isn’t recorded that our farm- 
agent friends in the counties affected raised a 
single hand to help the farmers get a square deal.

Last fall the government attempted to set a 
price on Michigan beans. Because we knew that 
the farmers of Michigan would lose money if 
forced to sell at the government price, and believ­
ing that the government was not fully acquaint­
ed with the Michigan situation, again we knocked! 
Protest after protest was sent to Washington, 
with the final result that the government turned 
elsewhere for its bean supplies and left the Mich­
igan product free to follow the open market.

For four months we knocked the potato grades. 
And even after the county agents in convention 
at East Lansing had given their constituents 
back home a slap in the face by endorsing the 
grades, we continued to knock. Our knock grew 
so loud and prolonged that finally it was heard, 
and within the last ten days the arguments that 
M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g  presented against 
the grading rules have won over Michigan’s sen­
ators and congressmen, State Food Administrator 
Prescott, Jason Woodman of the Board of Agri­
culture, and no less influential newspaper than 
the Detroit News, but NOT the county agents.

We knocked the sugar beet price. When other 
publications that falsely assume to represent the 
farmer stood silently and supinely by while the 
beet growers took their stand against the manu­
facturers, M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g  hoisted 
its banner, plunged into the fray and helped to 
the farmers to secure a profitable price on their 
beets. Strange as it may seem, we fail to recall 
the name or residence of a single county agent 
who helped to attain that notable victory.

The salvation of the farming business lies in 
good effective knocking. Like the thieves in the 
Temple, the speculators have been helping them­
selves to the farmers’ profits since time immemor­
ial, and have gobbled up the second blades of 
grass as fast as the production experts showed 
the farmers how to grow them. The farmer has 
been bossed long enough. It’s time for him to 
throw off the lea,sh and assert "his right and ability 
to have something to say about how the mar­
keting end of his business shall be conducted. 
The Lord loveth a cheerful knocker, because he’s 
Satan’s worsti enemy. Be a knocker, brother 
farmer, if you would grow in dignity and power.

Despite our knocking propensities we’ve got 
a lot of friends among the county agents, and 
experience has taught us that those who are our 
friends are likewise the best friends of the farm­

ers. It's the fellow who claims to know more 
about running the farmer’s business than the 
owner himself,—-the slave of rule and rote and 
custom, who* looks upon M ic h ig a n  B u s in e s s  
F a rm in g  with hostile eyes. If the county agents 
were so Inclined they could revolutionize the 
farming business within the next decade. Let 
them show that they are truly Interested In the 
welfare of the farmers; let them show that they 
are willing to HELP solve his marketing problems 
as well as his production problems, let them 
stand steadfastly by his side In times of stress 
and trial, and we shall hail them as saviors. 
•Look well to your county agent, Mr. Farmer. 
If he proves your friend', thru thick as well as thin 
hang onto him forever; “he’s a priceless jewel; 
but if you suspect him and he plays you false, 
give him. the grand bounce.

D
Protecting the. People Who Pay the Protec­

tive Tax
ISGUISE THE proposition as you may, the 
fact remains that the “tariff is a tax.” It 
ha's been fairly well demonstrated that tar­

iff taxes must be levied upon'certain imports—in 
some instances for “revenue only;” in most cases 
to “protect our industries.” The recent settlement 
of the controversy between the manufacturers òf 
beet sugar and the growers of ..sugar beets, fixed 
up the fences for another twelve months, and then, 
no doubt the battle must be fought over again.

We are glad, indeed that the matter has been 
adjusted and feel sure that the farmers will now 
take hold with a will, increase their acreage over 
last year and do their level best to prevent, an­
other sugar shortage next year. However, it is 
to be regretted that at this time, when the Govern­
ment is adjusting so many difficulties and solving 
so many of the nation’s real problems, that the 
question of the supply of sugar should not have 
been settled once for all. Just so. long as the cost 
of manufacturing sugar from beets is an un­
known quantity, Just so long will there be trouble 
between grower and manufacturer.

The manufacturers of sugar in this country en­
joy the benefits of a protective tariff. Every pound 
of sugar used by the people of the United States 
bears a portion of this protective tariff tax. The 
manufacturers of sugar claim that this tax is nec­
essary to protect them from the cheaper imported 
sugar; and we are not in a position to refute this 
statement. We do know, however, that were it 
not for the sugar manufactured from beets in the 
States we would be in the midst of a sugar fam­
ine of no mean proportions.

But the fact remains that every person in the 
United States contributes something to the sugar 
manufacturers. This being true, the Federal 
Government not only has the right but should1 in­
sist upon knowing what the beneficiaries under 
this tax are doing with the money contributed 
by the people. If the tariff tax increases the prof­
its to the manufacturers, and the growers are paid 
less than cost for producing the raw material, 
then something is wrong, and the producer and 
consumer both are being discriminated against.

The day is not far distant when the Government 
will protect the people who pay the protective tax. 
We must maintain infant industries. Germany 
gathered her strength through government aid to 
commerce and manufacture. At the same time, 
if the support given by the Government fails to 
aid all interested in that particular industry- 
capital and labor, then the whole scheme fails ut­
terly. Government regulation of all tariff benefic­
iaries would simply mean giving “protection to 
the people who pay the tariff tax.”

Where Does the College Stand?
Ì É T T  THERE DOES the Agricultural College 

W  stand on potato grading?” asks an M. B 
F. subscriber. We dunno. The College 

officials have flopped so many tijnes on the propo­
sition that we don’t exactly remember just what 
the last flop was. A few weeks ago, the College 
openly boasted that the grades had its sanction, 
and publicly accused those who were opposing the 
grades of trying to create friction between the 
dealers and the growers. Then came a dispatch 
from Washington to the effect that Mr. Dougherty 
of the Board of Agriculture had put his stamp of 
approval on the grades. But the very next day it 
was announced that Mr. Jason Woodman, also a 
member of the Board of Agriculture, had been 
sent to Washington by State Food Administrator 
Prescott and thè AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE to 
endeavor to obtain a modification, ór a repeal of 
the grading order.

The tactics of the dollege are much like those 
of a frightened calf. Quite patently, those affiliat­
ed with -the institution, who gave their support 
to the grading proposition, are afraid of the cars. 
They seem to be willing to do almost anything

now to escape the blame for the lamentable but- § 
come of the grading system.

We rejoice, of course, that we have succeeded |  ? 
in opening the eyes of the college authorities to the I  
evils of the grading methods now being employed, . §j 
but their belated conversion can scarcely undo I 
the mischief that has already been wrought. Even p. 
so, the farmers may not have paid the price in i  . 
vain for the interference of experts and theorists j  
in the marketing end of their business. There is |  
reason to believe that the college officials will j  
profit by their latest experiment and experience, J 
and in the future be guided by the wishes of § 
the men whose interests they are supposed to be |  
looking after. As an agricultural institution, the j  
M. A. C. should have been the first to lend anear  |  
to the farmers' pleas on the grading proposition .§ 
and to lead the fight against it. And it is the ev- j  
erlasting discredit of the authorities of that col- |  
lege that they aided and abetted the scheme to I 
victimize the farmers of Michigan, despite the I  
latter’s protests.

Better Days Coming for the Farmer
U t  FIRMLY BELIEVE that there are better |

X days ahead for the farmers,” writes a |  
Michigan farmer’s wife to Anne Campbell = 

Stark, editor of our Farm Home department. § 
So do we, and it is encouraging to know that the |  
farmers themselves have so optimistic a view of § 
the future. There are~a lot of disappointed farm- |  ‘ 
ers in the country today. The last several years |  
have been discouraging ones, and many farmers 1 
are beginning to wonder 'if it lies within the |  
range of possibility to place the farming busi- 
ness upon a permanently profiable basis. We |  
believe it is. We believe that the farming busi- I  
ness is undergoing the greatest revolution in the i  
history of the world, and that no farmer need I  
fear the outcome. Those who in the past have j  
ridiculed the farmer as a “hayseed,” who have '§L. 
imposed upon his rights, taken advantage of his |  
credulity and his ignorance of the influences I  
which have set the prices on his products, face the |  
possibility that the world may have to hunger un- I  
less production of farm crops is very materially in- I  
creased. The” fear of cuch an eventuality, remote j  
as it may be, arouses within the hitherto indif- I  
ferent consumer a neW respect and appreciation j  
of the work of producing the stuff that keeps |  
body and soul together. He is showing an un- I  
usual willingness to assist the farmer in solving g 
his many problems, and may be expected to con- § 
cede many privileges to the farmer which form-1 I  
erly he denied. The government, also, is* ac- |  
quiring a better understanding of the farming I 
business, and after floundering about for years i  
trying to put hit-and-miss production theories §f ; 
into practice, is now willing to admit that there j  
may after all be a more important aspect to the I 
business that the production end. Even as we go |  
to press Congress is deep in the discussion of the § 
economic phases of farming. The biggest minds |  
of the nation are right now struggling to uncover I  
the most practical and profitable methods to put I  
farming on a business basis and see that it pays § 
those engaged in tlie industry, substantial div- g 
idends on their capital and labor invested. I  
Something of permanent value must come from |  
this awakened interest in farming affairs.

Who Gets the Credit for the Beet Victory? 1

J OHN C. KETCHAM, chairman of the beet j  
growers’ committee, has personally acknewl- i  
edged the indebtedness of the committee and 

the growers to M ic h ig a n  B u s in e s s  F a rm in g ’s edi- § 
torial support of their demands for $10 beets. |  
Some of our good friends have even insisted that f  
the credit for this victory belongs to us. While it |  
is true that ours was the only weekly publication j  
to take up the cudgels in behalf of the growers 1 
and conduct a clean,, consistent campaign, we §• 
have modestly refrained from publicly claiming j  
any of the credit. Howbeit, we have our own j  
ideas upon the subject.

There is no single agency or organization, in 1 
our judgment, who is entitled to run off with all |  
the laurels of this victory. The organized grow- I ; 
ers made the stand in the first place for higher 1 
prices, but in view of the fact that their member- i. 
ship is small, it is not to be supposed that they >§ 
could have secured their demands, single-handed- j  
It must-be remembered that they had the support § 
of the Gleaners and the Grange, and the-official |  - 
publications of those organizations, The Gleaner j  
and the Michigan Patron. But probably more ef- I  
fective than these combined influences was the ' |  
weekly visit of M ic h ig a n  B u s in e s s  F arm ing  into j :  
the beet growing .districts, urging the growers to l i  
stand by t&eir guns until their demands had been |  
conceded. The effectiveness of these demands J  
was gauged entirely by the solidarity o f . the 1 
beet growers, and the influence which kept them 1 
from signing contracts on the old basis, must be § 
accorded recognition.
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(NO TE:- Owing to lack of-space w e w ere obliged to  
om it m any fine letters from the R eaders’ Editorial 
colum n th is week. These w ill appear, however, in  
an early  issue.)

Farms 100 Acres Alone With Tractor
F .

is from five to ten times the present productive 
value of the land.

The future is discounted to such an extent that 
only the most daring will undertake the pioneer 
mark of overcoming these stumpy, brushy wastes.
The lack of timber for building and fence posts 
is a -great obstacle for much of this land has been 
completely skinned of everything except stumps 
and fires have swept over it in'"dry times doing 
very great damages to the soil.

I am not knocking the cut over lands of Mich­
igan. They are a future mine of great wealth to 
the people of the state. The point I wish to 
make is that state is being hurt by the private 
speculation in these lands and the holding them 
out of use by asking an impossible price for the 
average sheep farmer to pay. Would it not be 
better statesmanship in Michigan to pass a law 
that men should not hold land out of use for an 
advance 4a price than it would be to pass a law 
that will absolutely prohibit the killing of lambs 
and desirable breeding stock for the next three to 
five years as Mr. Hartman suggests? If such a 
law were passed many of us'Would have to slaugh­
ter our flocks before the law went into effect, or 
we Would be completely at the mercy of the great 
speculating land holding hogs of the north. Nor 
is the biit land holder of the north wholly to blame 
for the lack of development of our beautiful and 
productive northern lands. The small speculator 
gets a forty or greater section of wh-Sft be thinks 
is “the best land around there” and goes off and 
makes an easy living somewhere else leaving the 
hard pioneer work for poorer men on poorer land.

IpiiiiiiiiiiNtir.tt'i&umuEniHiiiiiiniiiiiiiiuiinuiiiiiiniuiiiiiiHiiiiiniiiiiiiiiuiiiiMiM̂

GRAVES OF THE FIRST AMERICAN HEROES KILLED IN FRANCE

I am an appreciative reader of the M. B. 
and noticed you ask for tractor experience.

I have farmed with a tractor two years and 
am well satisfied. I farm 100 acres alone, driv­
ing my own tractor. I plow about 4 acres per 
day on 20 gallons of kerosene. I have a 10-20 
H. P. one wheel drive. This is a very fine con­
struction? having only three drive „pinions and be­
ing a two cylinder opposed it does not need heavy 
fly wheels. The machine only weighs 2500 which 
makes it work satisfactorily on plowed ground. 
It is strong in the belt. I draw a two bottom 
plow and a two furrow roller in any kind of plow­
ing and draw 4 sections of spring tooth drag the 
first time over,

I use a l.ailer disk for oats, besides drawing 
the manure spreader and the wagon and hay 
loader. For drawing a hay loader, a light tractor 
can’t be beat. I tried' mowing with two machines 
but that was not satisfactory as the machines are 
apt to plug up and be torn to pieces.

Gasoline in a tractor is most easily handled but 
kerosene is the cheapest and gives good power 
if you have a 
¡good vaporizer.
—E. R., Char- g 
lotte, Mich. P.S. §
—M. B. F. helps j  
me to hit the J 
good markets. |

Sheep Raiser’s §
Ideas

The chief dif- §
Acuity of get- |  
ting the prop- I  
er number of |  
sheep on the |  
out - over lands j  
«ft ' Michigan is |  
in the speculat- § 
ive value placed 1 
¡on these lands I  
by the owners, i  
I was much in- I  
terested in the § 
article by Mr. |
Hartman in the g 
Feb. 8th issue |  
of M. B. F., on |
Michigan Sheep §
Raising Possi - f  
bilities. Mr. I  
H a r t m a n  is  § 
t a c k l i n g  the |  
problem at the |  
wrong end when § 
he suggests that j  
we farmers who § 
have no grazing § 
land for our |  
sheep be com- g 
pelled to keep g 
a l l  o u r  ew e i  
lambs. It would |  
be much wiser I  
to compel the 1 
speculating hold- |  
ers of wild land |  
to fence a por­
tion of it each

The graves of the first American heroes to die in France are in a little cemetery just outside the ruined vil­
lage of Bethelemont, in Lorraine. The simple inscription on the graves, in addition to giving their names, home 
towns and the date of their deaths, tells how the Americans died fighting in the engagement of November 3. Sim­
ple as are the graves, they are the first American monuments erected by the American expeditionary force under 
General Pershing in France. Americans are beside the graves in this photograph.
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year, provide water, and offer pasture for a reas­
onable number of sheep. This would put the 
man who is holding good land out of use for a 
rise in price on the anxious list instead of the 
man who is raising lambs.

Mr. Hartman says that “hundreds of thousands 
of acres are being offered on most attractive 
terms.” The attractiveness of these terms varies 
with the point of view. My experience is that 
they are attractive chiefly to the man who has the 
land to sell. And there are millions and mil­
lions of acres of this land all idle, a few hundred 
thousand acres offered on attractive terms by the 
speculators who own them, is not a very great in­
ducement to us men who actually raise lambs 
and wool.

Some of us have been searching for a location 
on these cut over lands to start a sheep farm. 
There are probably a million acres tributary to 
the G. R. & I. R. R. between Big Rapids and Pe- 
toskey which are kept out of use by land speculat­
ors. This million acres is in its present condi­
tion capable of supporting, by a system of mov­
ing over fences, a quarter or half million or 
more sheep. ' , V . • ^

After 6 months’ search, however, we have been 
unable to find a single section for sale at a price 
that would warrant the inevestment of the nec­
essary amount of money in high priced sheep 
and woven wire fence and lumber for buildings 
and cleaning machinery and all the things neces­
sary to have an economical unit and self-sus­
taining industry. The price asked for this land

I believe that M ic h ig a n  B u s in e s s  F a b m in g  be­
lieves in farming as a busiess and not as a land 
speculation and will therefor^ publish this ar­
ticle. Too many of us farmers have been land 
speculators instead of farmers. We have lived 
more in hope that sometime we can sell the farm 
for the big price and take it easy ever after. Of­
ten we have been willing to work and scrape and 
save in order to make a mere livelihood and sell 
our products for a fraction of their real cost in 
life’s effort in the hope that some one would come 
and buy the old farm at a fancy price. Often to 
be disappointed in the end as thousands of aban­
doned farms in all the older settled states wit­
ness. It is time we farmers quit company with 
the land speculator, demand a fair return for our 
labor in the crops we. produce and hold up to 
scorn the land shark who locates city people on 
forty* acres of wild1 land in Michigan.

At a meeting of the sheep men in Grand Rap­
ids last December, at which some of these land 
sharks were present, Dean Shaw of the Agricul­
tural College said that “a man who would sell 
a city man with a family forty or eighty acres 
of wild land and expect him to make a decent liv­
ing on it was little less than a criminal.” These 
were brave words and true. Dean Shaw is an in­
telligent friend of the agricultural development 
of Michigan. The land owners- who hold land 
out of use by asking an impossible price' are ene­
mies of the state.

I will close this article by saying that Michigan’s

land policy needs overhauling if the state’s ag­
ricultural resources are to be rapidly developed. 
It will develop slowly of course, by letting these 
speculators hold tlieir land out of use till they get 
sick of paying the small tax that is levied against 
it but this is unjust to the pioneer for the specu­
lator reaps the benefit of the settler's hard work 
and does nothing but deceive innocent people.— 
J. O., Lawrence, Mich.

Marketing Problems Are Most Important
Have been reading the sample., copies of M ic h ­

ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g  you have been sending me.
I have taken many different farm papers for more 
than thirty" years and can truly say I believe your 
paper is worth more to the farmer in general 
than any publication I have read. The trouble 
with the farm papers is that they have been urg­
ing more production with the result that farm­
ers had to sell the fruit of their labor at a verjr 
low price which was to the detriment of *the 
farmer, while your paper is trying to help the 
farmer dispose of his crops at a living profit. I f  
farmers would t-dopt the Same rule as the manu­
facturers do, and c~ly manufacture as many goods 
as they could dispose of at a reasonable profit, 
the difficulty would be solved. I, as a farmer, 
want to do my share to help the government win 
this great war, but when the government or any 
one else wants to (and does) run our products . 
over a screen and take out a lot of our best pror 
duce, it is time to call a halt on the grounds of 
unfair dealing. Brother farmers, run your own

business. Don’t 
let anyone tell 
you what to do, 
as the other fel­
low usually has 
his own inter­
est in view. Find 
check for $1.00 
for Which con­
tinue to send 
me M. B. F. 
Yours in the in­
terest of square 
deal for farmers. 
— Mason.

Least Profit 
for Farmer
I take great 

pleasure in read­
ing your paper, 
and can say it 

|> is the only real 
farm paper in 
Michigan. I do 
not see why the 
U. S. Govern­
ment should not 
set prices on po­
tatoes and beans 
as well as on 
wheat. Of course 
we farmers dont 
kn6w very much 
it. takes the man 
with the big fat 
pocketb o o k to  
g e t  what he 
wants. W hy 
should not the 
farmer have at 
least something 
to say about the 
selling price of 
the produce he 
raises ? Manu­
facturers of ev- 

thing set the prices on their goods, then why not 
the farmers? I am a firm believer in organiza­
tion for the farmers, the same as the manufactur­
ers, and then say what we will sell our products 
for. For are they not the most important manu­
factured products in the world?

The whole world is looking to the farmer for 
food and we are getting the least profit for our 
produce of any producer in the world. Now is the 
time to get busy, farmer friends, and get every 
farmer in Michigan to join hands and run our 
own business. Every daily paper you see has 
some advice to give the farmers in some way or 
another, and why don’t some of these smart news­
paper men come out on the farm and show the 
farmer how to farm?

I think every farmer should keep an account of 
his year’s business so he can tell just what each 
field of crops has cost him, and when this is done 
it will be easy to tell just what he should have for 
each kind of crops that are raised. This could be 
done by reporting the year’s crops to the local or­
ganization and then average up the~5bst from each 
farm and then set the price accordingly. We can 
do this if we wilj only stick together. I believe we 
should have one or two grades of potatoes and 
when they are shipped they should be labeled from 
whence they were shipped and who shipped them, 
so the consumer will know where his potatoes 
come from.—-J. 8., Buckley.
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MICHIGAN’S FARM 
LABORSITUATION

State Labor Administrator A. B. Cook Gives 
Michigan Business Farming Readers 

Some Good Advice on Solving 
This Year’s Labor 

Problems

IB P
I

-

r a w ’'

Unclosed p lease find coupon cut from  la st  issue o f  
your paper. T his does not cover h ay  and h arvest 
operations. A s m uch h ay w ill be put up a s  help and  
w eather w ill permit. I  am  operating 240 acres, have  
a ll n ecessary  tools and equipment, including 6 horses, 
a 12-25 tractor, w ith  m achines to do a ll power work  
on the farm . There w asn ’t  even a  hired thresher  
pow er oh farm  la st  year, the tractor does it  all. You 
w ill notice that acreages are all low er than  la st  yea r  
and there is hut one reason, lack of com petent help. 
W ith the aid o f one m an I can p ractically  double 
the acreage now  planned and go to 40 acres o f beans 
again  and 10 acres on beets. Am offering $50 per 
m onth beginning April 1st, for m an who is  capable of 
tak ing care of six  horses and w orking 4 to 6 o f them  
a t One time. T his offer includes board, lodging and 
plain  w ashing. I have been lodging for past tw o  
w eek s and there is nothing in sigh t a t present w rit­
ing. There is som e day help availab le in th is loca lity  
at harvest time, otherw ise I w ill be alone and I m ust 
not plan to put any more high-priced seed into the  
ground than I can harvest m yself. H ave you any  
Suggestions to m ake?— J. R. C., St. Johns, Mich,

* * *
I am  in bad shape this year. T hey put m y hired 

_ m an in class No. 1. W e tried to get an- appeal but 
§  they  would not listen  to us. All they  said  to us 
g w as that it w as no use, w e would not get one anyw ay. 
I  W hat am  I to do about it? I have not been w ell for 
1 a  good m any years (am  42 years o ld), that leaves me 
1 and m y 18-year-old son all alone on a 224-acre farm, 
i  W e raised lots of stuff la st year for our governm ent. § All I can do now is to let it lay  idle. W e farm ers  
s  Can’t  hire an yone'around  here at any price, as there 
g is no one to work. My hired m an w as the best man  
g on earth ; he w as running m y tractor and understands 
fg m achinery from A to Z. H e w as the forem an of m y  
g farm . If you can furnish me w ith  a good farm  hand 
1 w ho understands farm ing I w ill pay you $50 for your 
§j trouble, providing he sta y s w ith  me 9 m onths, or I 
g  w ill hire him for a whole year. I w ill pay for a 
g good m an from  $40 to $50 per month, 9 m onths, w ith  
I  board and w ashing, or $450.00 to $500 per year, for 
H single man, of course. I can not understand w hat the 
g G overnm ent is thinking of in taking the best farm  
g hands aw a y  from  us ,if w e are to win the war. W e 
B certain ly  cannot win the war. if we farm ers can not 
g produce enough. If -I cannot get som eone I w ill be 
g  forced to let the land lie idle and do just w h at w e  
|  can.——P. S., Pewam o.

* * *
|  Is the farm labor problem in Michigan as 
1 serious as has generally been supposed? Has 
§ the drafting of farm help into the national army 
1 resulted in so great a shortage of help as to 
§ seriously interfere with the planting of a normal 
|  acreage this year? All who have investigated 
|  the situation at all answer in the affirmative, 
1 and many farmers have written to M. B. P. de­
ll daring that lack of labor will necessitate their 
1 cutting their acreage from 20 to 50 per cent.

It is not the purpose of this article to discuss 
g the short-sightedness of the government in draft- 
1 ing farm hands into military service. We have 
|  expressed ourselves upon that point on numer- 
§ ous past occasions. The immediate duty is to 
S make a survey of the farm labor situation and 
i  to draw upon every source of help that is avail- 
I  able.
j  We recently asked Mr. A. B. Cook of Owosso. 
I  who has been named federal farm labor adminis- 
1 trator for the state of Michigan, to furnish us 
i  with an article on the labor situation, and to 
§ tell our readers in what manner the government 
I  expected to fill their needs. Mr. Cook’s reply fol- 
I  lows:
1 The gravity of the farm labor situation is 
p pretty generally appreciated. Agriculture, a de- 
I dining industry and undermaned called upon to 
§j “go over the top” and keep going over with no 

“back to the farm” movement on the part of con- 
1 sumers in evidence and a general shortage of food 
|  is a condition which would make any one “sit up.” 

The condition which will correct this is for 
|  agriculture to become relatively prosperous. The 

same amount of labor by farmer or farm laborer 
|„ must yield as great a return* for the sacrifices in- 
1 volved as other lines of effort and the price our 
I products bring must pay it if the mare is able to 
1 go and go she must. As to labor the farm must 
§ compete with other industries and must be in a 
I  financial position so to do if it gets the labor. It 
I  is a business proposition. This fact also is getting 
i  to be quite generally recognized and its general 
I  recognition among thinking people gives me con- 
§ fidence to go ahead and paw the price and pro- 
§ vide the conditions necessary for me to get tji'e 
I  help in the face of very brisk competition. I am 
I  doing this without any guarantee of “cost plus 
1 a fair profit” nevertheless I am doing it with 
I  confidence.
if After twenty-five year& experience would say 
§ that help secured near home is the safest prop- 
I  osition. If you need help advertise in your local 
1 paper. You may be surprised at the number of 
I  replies you get. You may not get a reply, but 

try It. One of the largest farmers in Washtenaw 
§ county in reply to a letter from me offering my 

‘1 Services to help in securing help for this year 
i  on his farm replied that he needed no help in' 

 ̂ ■; % i , ,■ - ' * . .*
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that line as acting in conjunction with a county 
agfent he placed a small advertisement in a Jack- 
son paper and got over twenty replies and out of 
this list had secured his quota, all backed by rec­
ommendations as to Character, etc.

Many farmers delay hiring and if they can not 
get a man just when they want him with no ef­
fort at advertising or making their wants gen­
erally known or their willingness to pay an at­
tractive price, will declare that help is scarce. 
Some seem to think that we should go to China 
or Russia for help and it may be necessary to 
send to Chicago, Detroit or some other great 
clearing house for labor but before we do, lets 
be sure that we made the best use possible of our 
local supply. The Government maintains an em­
ployment bureau at Detroit in charge of B. J. 
Sands in the old Postoffice building and in Chi­

cago in charge of P. F. Prentis, 845 South Wabash 
avenue. Both of these men report to me that 
they have many more inquiries for farm work now 
than they have inquiries for laborers. The gov­
ernment has promised to maintaih a man at both 
points especially to select and dispat jh farm lab­
or. The Boys’ Working Reserve is being organiz­
ed by Federal State Director C. A. Purcells, 922 
Ford Building, Detroit who is doing a splendid 
work enlisting the youth of the State.

The government is taking an estimate of the 
amount of labor needed the coming year and 
other needed information along agricultural lines 
with the aid of the public rural schools. I en­
close blanks. These blanks will b e . Ifeft in the 
hands of the County Agricultural Agent and- the 
summaries will be in the keeping of the State 
Farm Labor Director. It is up to the county 
agent to organize his county which he will do as 
soon as possible after the results of the govern­
ment estimate are available. Counties having 
a serious shortage of labor and have no county 
agent will be requested to select some one to 
assist them in farm help. This is the organi­
zation that the farm labor Director will utilize. 
With the above agencies co-operating with the 
farmers and the farmers making their wants 
known, with wages, conditions as to length of 
service, etc., at the earliest posible date, when 
the assistance of outside agencies is considered 
advisable the government hopes to see the farm 
labor problem handled in a fairly satisfactory 
manner. Should these agencies and the farmers’ 
efforts combined prove insufficient, the govern­
ment contemplates further and more drastic ac­
tion to see that the farm needs are supplied.

Will you and your readers help me to arrive at 
what constitutes a fair price for farm labor 
this year? Standardization along this line, if 
possible, would help tremendously.

Any service that I can render any of your read­
ers along this Une at any time will be a duty and 
a pleasure. Yours truly,—A. B. Cook, .Owosso.

NEW YORK LETTER

Cohocton, N. Y., Feb. 18, 1918.—It is safe to say 
that fully one-third of the 1917 crops are No. two 
and for these we are receiving only fifty to sixty 
cents per bushel. There has been considerable 
loss from freezing, perhaps from 10 to 15 per 
cent of the remaining crop. Last year at this 
time there was perhaps 75 per cent as many pota­
toes in the growers’ hands as now. Therefore, 
that would leave an increase of approximately 25 
per cent over last year’s amount. At the present 
time, this is fast disappearing as they are being 
moved rapidly now. The prevailing prices are 
for No. 1, $1.50 per hundred pounds, and about $1 
per hundred for No. 2’s. How do these prices 
compare with the Michigan prices?—Osmond E. 
Noble.

Are you in need of farm help? If so, fill out 
the coupon below and mail to M ic h ig a n  B u s i ­
n e s s  F a r m in g .

Name ........................................................................

Size of farm .................................................  Acres

Postoffice ...................................................................

R. F. D.................................. Telephone ................

County ......................................................................

Number of farm hands required.........................

When will you need t he m? . . . . . . . ..............

For how long a period?.......................... .

What wages do you offer?.....................................
Would you accept members of Boys’ U. S. Work­
ing Reserve if experienced adult help cannot be

had? .. 

Remarks

WEEKLY MAINE LETTER

Monmouth, Me., Feb. 10, 1918.—Northern Maine 
and Southern ~Maine are quite as distinct or dif­
ferent in the matter of potato raising as almost any 
two states could be. In Southern Maine the farm­
ers raise potatoes for a leading crop, with oc­
casionally one who makes it his entire business. 
In Northern Maine potatoes are everything, par­
ticularly in Aroostook county and sections bor­
dering it. In Southern Maine a small farmer 
will have two acres, another five, a few ten, or 
two or three fifteen to twenty. This is about 
what you will find in the ordinary community. "

In Aroostook county in the north, a small farm­
er has fifty acres and from that up to two hundred 
and fifty, with sometimes one hundred to one 
hundred and sixty acres in one field.

Last year more grain was sown and more other 
crops raised in response to the Governments ap­
peal, but prior to last year, very little has been 
raised except potatoes, almost no live Mock.

Immense fortunes have been made in potato 
‘raising there and also in poor years there have 
been some big losses. Two years ago a fertilizer 
agent who, had been all through that country told 
me that many potato growers were in financial 
straits, many of the farms were mortgaged for 
fertilizer bills not paid, but last year they came 
out with flying colors and Aroostook county is 
now said to be the richest agricultural section in 
the United States. There are immense quantities 
of potatoes raised throughout this section where 
I am located, that is the southern section. We 
are nearest the Aarkets, have the earliest sea­
sons and get our potatoes in first. The north 
country probably raises the most with ordinary 
the largest yields and is undoubtedly a greater 
controlling factor because of better organization 
among potato growers a,'more compact area given 
over to potato raising, less diversification of crops.

There are Aroostook farmers in this section 
who have come here and bought farms and we get 
our best reports from them as to what is doing 
in Aroostook. In conversation with one today 
he stated that they are moving quite a number 
of cars out of Aroostook each week, and whereas 
the papers from that section state that th^y have 
a large quantity in the store houses, he said it 
has been an experience of the past' that there is 
never as many to unload in the spring as is re­
ported to be on hand.

Last year in Aroostook farmers harvested from 
forty to ninety barrels per acre, ordinarily they 
harvest from seventy-five to one hundred thirty- 
five barrels per acre.

The p’ ospects of this coming year in Aroostook 
are a smaller acreage to be planted owing to high 
price of fertilizer and impossibility of getting it 
in some cases, 4-8-4 fertilizer costing about sev­
enty-three dollars where it can be obtained. Then 
another factor is the scarcity, of help which will 
also tend to cut down the acreage.

In southern Maine the yield was about the same 
per acre this past year as in the north. Farm­
ery have been slow about marketing their crops 
looking forward to higher prices. They were up 
to two dollars a little while in the fall and early 
winter but it did not stay there long. They are 
selling to retailers now at $1.50 to $1.65. The re­
tailers are buying only what they need from day 
to day as they expect a slump in the market when 
the cold weather lets up. They believe that the 
potatoes that are held back, with an influx of 
western potatoes, will make them go out in the 
3pting at a low price. The farmers claim that 
at $1.50 per bushel they are not making anything, 
and from the financial standpoint, there is not 
much encouragement to plant heavily in 1918. 
Yet, I believe from patriotic motives growing out 
of the present war situation, they will plant more 
than they otherwise would.—G. P. Benner. Mon­
mouth. Maine. Sec’y. Androscoggin county Hol- 
stein-Friesian Breeders' Ass'n.

* * * *
Neivport, Penobscot county. Maine, Feb. 14—-The 

Government has estimated the Maine potato crop 
for 1917 to be 20,250,000 busels. Up to February 
12 the Government claims 8,000 cars or approx­
imately 6,000,000 bushels have been shipped. Best 
judges in the state’, farmers and dealers believe the 
Governmefft estimate was 50 per cent too large. 
Certainly two-thirds of the crop has been dis­
posed .of, to date. The starch factories and potato 
flour -factories many Of which are still running, 
have consumed large quantities of potatoes that 
were large enough for No. 2 grade. Fully one- 
third for the state and one-half in central Maine 
of the 1917 crop was too small to confirm to the 
grading recommended by the wise professors’ 
who are paid to advise the farmers about his 
affairs. Heater cars have been hard to get all 
winter and at present are almost impossible to 
get and for this reason dealers are "holding off 

{Continue l on page 16)



FARMERS SERVICE BUREAU

(A clearing departm ent for m arketing troubles. 
Prom pt and careful attenion given to a ll com plaints 
addressed to this department. We are here to serve 
you. Call upon us.)

BARMA FARMER PUZZLED OVER
INCOME TAX PROVISION

|  Referring to the article, “How the Income Tax 
I Affects the Farmer,” in your issue of January 26, 
I  will say that I am a farmer with two sons, one 
I singly and one married with one child, all of us 

I  living on the farm. We all use what. money we 
§ want and do business with the rest. What ex- 
|  ^emption would they be allowed1? Will It be nec- 
f  ̂ essary to file returns if our income is more than 

•f $2,000? The property is still in my name.—J. R., 
Parmef, Mich.

1; If the property is still in your name, and you 
1 have no* agreement with your sons whereby they 
|  are renting" all or any "portion of it to them, but 
I  are all working together, you will have to file a 
| , statement if the net income or profit from your 
1 farm or any source whatever is more than $2,000. 
|  You doubtless have some understanding as to 
I  the amount each son is to get from the farm re­
ft' ceipts, which would have to be considered, as 
|  wages drawn by the sons.
-f If the single son draws in wages, is credited with 
1 or receives from any source one thousand dollars 
1 or more a year, it will be necessary for him to 
.jL make income tax report before March 1. Like- 
! wise if the money drawn by the second son ex- 
1 cee’ds two thousand dollars he will have to make 
I  the return, although he will be allowed an extra 
§ two hundred dollars exemption for the child. 
|  We' would suggest that you take the matter up 
I with your lawyer or banker, who can assist you 
|  in making the returns. Many farmers keep no 
1 books, in which event it is necessary to estimate 
|  net receipts for the year as nearly as possible^ 
I taking the gross receipts less the expenses. You 
I are of course permitted to include as expense in- 
|  terest paid on mortgage, etc., cost of improvements 
|  made (except to dwelling). In computing the 
|  expense of running your farm, you are not per­
il mitted to include the cost of keeping up your 
1 house, living expenses, etc.

of bran and gave the miller $20.00 for it, but left 
part of the feed at the mill and took a '4 ue feiW 
for the balance. Am I entitled to more than half 
a ton?, Brands now selling for $28 per ton.—A. E. 
E., Lansing, y  ""

When the price of feeds was adjusted by the 
Food Administration, it was not their idea that 
trades were to be cancelled. We should say, how­
ever, that if this party purchased one-half ton of 
bran at $20 the trade would stand, and the fact 
that entire delivery was not taken at the time 
would not enter into the transaction.—United 
States Food Administration, Geo. A. Zabriskie.

should pay the farmers $2.07-$2.08 for this grade, 
and have written all the dealers to that effect. 
At St. Louis, Mich.,‘.price for No. 1 Red wheat 
should be $2.10, possibly $2.11 and for No. 2 Red 
wheat 3 cents less, say $2.07—2.08. I have written 
to this miller to the same effect, hoping to Correct 
the difficulty of which you complain. Will be glad 
to advise your correspondents accordingly.

As to seed wheat would say that we are work­
ing on this to help the distribution,.etc., and be­
lieve we will succeed.—rFood Administration Grain 
Corporation, H. D.ulmtnn, nnd Vice President.

EXORBITANT PROFITS OF EAST
TAWAS CO. UNDER SCRUTINY

ONIONS IN MUCK LAND MUST
HAVE A “ QUICK” FERTILIZER

After the ruling of the Food Administration re­
garding the prices of bran and feeds, can the 
Wilson Grain Company of Tawas City still sell 
bran at 2% cents per pound or $50 a ton, and 
shorts at $3 per cwt., or $60 per ton at the mill? 
I got these prices out of their own mouths and I 
refused to buy of them. Can they ignore this rul­
ing and get away with it?—F. A. S., East Tawas.

I appreciate your calling my attention to this 
matter and will at once make an investigation. 
It is very evident that this company is either tak­
ing an exorbitant profit or that some exorbitant 
profits were taken before the .feeds reached it. I 
shall endeavor to find out who is tbe guilty party 
and take the proper action.—G. A. Prescott, feder­
al Food Administrator.

PRICE PAID FOR WHEAT AT
ALMA AND ST. LOUIS IS TOO LOW

DEALER REQUIRES GRADING OF 
SPUDS STORED UNGRADED IN FALL

I  am a reader of M ic h ig a n  B u s in e s s  F a r m ­
in g , and would like your opinion about a little 
matter. Last fall I hauled my potatoes to Cedar 
Springs, when the price went below $1.00 per 
bushel, I stored the remainder or 350 bushels. 
The dealer at the time did not have the grader, 
but the potatoes were sorted in the field and 
were of good quality. As the dealer did not have 
much store room left we did not store by them­
selves, but dumped them in with others, and he 
gave me the weigh bill marked \
"Stored.” Two weeks ago I decid­
ed to let them go. and the dealer 
would not pay me without allowing 
him at least ten bpshels per hund­
red for seconds. Firsts brought at 
that time in Cedar Springs $1.25 per 
cwt., and seconds 60c per cwt. What 
I want to know is, did he have a 
right to make me accept .the price 
of a stated number of seconds when 
he had taken them without question 
when hauled? Please advise me in 
this matter. The loss is not great, 
but; I don-’t like to be imposed up­
on.—C. A., Cedar Springs. Mich.

We do not believe there is any 
way for you to secure redress from 
the buyer you mention. At the time 
you stored your potatoes, the grad­
ing rul&s were not in compulsory 
effect, but they have since been made 
compulsory and the dealer would 
take a chance on having his li­
cense revoked in case he purchased 
your potatoes all as No. 1, and sold 
them as such. There may be some 
question, of course, as to whether 
your potatoes would grade 10 pel 
cent No. 2, but inasmuch as potatoes 
are grading from 25 to 30 per cent 
No. 2, in other sections, I feel that 
the dealer in this particular case 
has been fai^ to you.

“Since writing you in regard to the price of 
$2.05 for No. 2 red wheat in Alma, I heard that 
the mill in St. Louis was paying $2.10. I called 
at this mill and they are paying $2.10 for No. 
1 and but $2.04 for No. 2 red. The elevator man 
said that he guessed that he was paying too 
much as some one had reported him to the gov­
ernment for overpaying. I suggested that he had 
been reported for paying too little, but he ■ said 
no, that he must take Chicago price and deduct 
freight and one cent elevator charges and that 
he was a little high. Are they givingxme “hot 
air” or are they paying up about right? If 
they are doing it about right,please let me know 
and i will shut up. If they are not, I would like 
tQ.help see that they do.”—C. HI*. P.. Alma.

I was to Alma Saturday, Feb. 2, with a little 
wheat and the price was $2.05 and $2.03. I spoke 
to them saying I thought in this zone it should 
be $2.12 but they said no. If we are entitled to 
that price I would like if we could get it. I want­
ed some spring wheat to sow and talked to them 
about it and they said it would be around $2.75. 
At those prices I would have to sell 11 bushels of 
wheat to buy 8. I told them I did not want any 
at that price. I would like some spring wheat 
and would be obliged to you if you would help 
me to get it.—E. C. F., Alma.

A shipment of No. 2 red wheat from Alma 
would net shipper about $2.12% and I think they

I would like to know if any of your subscrib­
ers have had any experience with raising dry 
onions. We set in about 1-4 acre last spring in 
good black muck, the plants were started on up­
per land and transplanted in the latter part of 
June on account of the wet season, the plants 
were set two inches apart. They grew and looked 
fine all summer, but would not get ripe. We 
only harvested about ten bushels when there 
should have been about 200 bushels. The others 
were left in the ground, now what I want to know 
is, will those onions make bulbs this summer if 
left there or what can one do to make anything 
out of them if they don’t freeze, they have been 
under snow siince the middle of December. Thank­
ing you in advance for any help.—Mrs. A. V., Ben­
ton Harbor, Mich., R 5.

The trouble with the onion crop last season was 
largely due to the unfavorable weather conditions, 
the weather being cool causing the crop to devel- 
ope slowly and the late summer and fall being 
wet and cold, resulting in the onion crop failing 
to mature and dry down. In many cases, the crop 
was still in the ground when the early freezing 
weather occurred, resulting in much decay in the 
bulbs that were harvested after that time.

It is important, in growing onions on muck land, 
to fertilize with a form of fertilizer that is 
quickly available rather than with a slow acting 
fertilizer as the latter tends to induce a late 
growth, causing the crop to ripen slowly. This 
is especially true in using nitrogenous fertilizers. 
Fresh stable manure should not be used but all 
the manure should be well decomposed.

It is possible that the onion bulbs still in 
ground might make a satisfactory seed crop 
coming season if left there but it is probable that 
most of these have been so severely frozen as to 
kill them and cause them to rot. C. F. Halligan, 
Department of Horticulture. M. A. C.
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Saturday— the big day at the 
N ew  Orleans Fruit House

The Best Thing W e Can Offer to the Public to Help the Country “ Save the Wheat 1

I D A H O  
P O T A T O E S

m

MILLING RULES SHOULD
NOT CANCEL TRADES

I see regulations on mill feeds in 
issue of the 2nd inst. Oh the 
8th of Dec. I purchased a half ton

f i l l mm111
W e have just received four cars of this 
Idaho product and they certainly are a 
pleasant surprise in the way of quality. 
Their cooking as well as their eating qual­
ities are better than any of the potatoes 
we’ve had before. I

Y ou  can buy in as sm all O  ^  
quantities as you wish— ^

Per
Pound

We have every confidence that you will enjoy the eating of these 
fine tubers and come back for more

A Shipment of Strawberries Is Expected to Arrive Here 
/  - Tomorrow to Sell At 60c Per Quart

Business Hours Tomorrow 1 A  A j\A 1 A D  l \ / i
RETAIL DEPARTMENT A u / i .  t U  I U I  .  1Y1.

The Greater ,

New Orleans Fruit House
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F L I N T  D E A L E R  S E L L S  I D A H O  S P U D S  
I N  C O M P E T I T I O N  W I T H  M I C H I G A N

Mr. Hyman Winegarden is the name of the 
gentleman who is selling Idaho potatoes at 3 

pound while thousands of Michigan 
be bought within a hundred miles 
of Flint for one cent a pound. It 
was this siame sagacious individ­
ual who blundered into print 
a few weeks ago, and raised an 
awful howl because the farmers of 
Michigan wanted $1 a bushel, for 
their potatoes. “The farmers have 
nothing to grumble about” said this 
wiseacre (probably related to Solo­
mon), “as they would have made 
money if they had sold their potatoes 
in the beginning at 75 cents a bushel 
as the crop was large. At 75 cents 
a bushel, the price is tripled, as 
they can raise potatoes around that 
section of the country for 25 oentsj, 
a bushel,” and so on ad infinitum.

To prove that lie is consistent,
Mr. Winegarden apparently refused 
to buy of the “profiteering” farmers 1 
of Michigan, and because he might I  
have been able to get them for a few 1 
cents a bushel less, shipped in four 1 
car loads from over two thousand 1 
miles away, and sells spuds to Flint 1 
consumers at the remarkably low 1 
price of 3 cents a pound.

If dealers over in the country ar.e' f  
following similar tactics in purchas- 1 
ing supplies in remote sections that f  
ed conditions of our transportation |  
can be secured near home, we need 1 
no longer wonder about the 'confus- 1 
facilities. Undoubtedly this is a f  
constitutional right if they choose = 
to employ it, but we are asking the 1 
federal rail authorities to give us an i  s  
opinion on the matter anyway.

We have sent one of our men to i  
Flint to purchase some of Mr. Wine- 1. 
garden’s Idaho potatoes. If our sus- 1. 
picions are confirmed we think we’ll i  
have something of unusual interest § 
to say to our leaders next week oa i
this subject.
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This Week’s Tested Recipe
Southern Spoon Broad

|  2 cups w a ter; 1 cup m ilk  (whole' or sk im );  1
1  1 cup corn m e a l; 1 tablespoonful f a t ; 2 e g g s ; §
§  2 teaspoons salt.
1  M ix w ater  and corn m eal and bring to the 1  
1 boiling point and cook five m inutes. B eat eggs g 
8  w ell and add w ith  other m ateria ls to  the mush. 1  
g  B eat w ell and bake in a w ell-greased  pan for §  
1  25 m inutes. Serve from  the sam e dish  a  spoon- i  
I  Enough for six.- I
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Consider Well Before Marrying

I HAVE BEEN very much interested as I have 
read the different articles in your columns, 
especially the experiences of the girls who 

have changed from city to country after marriage.
I am one brought up in town where I had al­

ways lived, till I was married to a farmer boy.
I knew nothing of farm work, so had everything 
to learn. I did not marry in haste, and was old 
enough to know what I was about, consequently 
I have never had occasion to regret my choice. 
Were I placed back wljjere I was before my mar­
riage (which was more than thirty years ago) 
with the knowledge I have gained since, I expect 
I would do just as I done then. It seems to me 
that those wives who have deliberately placed 
themselves where they are, might forget them­
selves and face square about and try and make 
their home as happy as possible for their hus­
band and children, and by so doing, I am sure 
they would be happier themselves. It is too 
bad to allow such a trifling matter to spoil our 
happiness and dissapoint our.husbands.

And to those girls who contemplate marriage 
I would advise them if they expect to change 
their environment to consider well whether they 
love the one they are about to marry well enough 
that they can be happy with him anywhere, and 
if necessary follow him to the end of the earth. 
It is much better to take time to consider this 
question before the marriage takes place than 
to have the experience of those who have told us 
the dissapointed lives they are living by not con­
sidering everything as they should have done.— 
Mrs. T. W. B., Petoskey, Mich.

Marry a Farmer to be Happy

I COULD not help but smile when I read of the 
troubles Mrs. S. has had since she married her 
farmer and the advice she gives young people. 

Well it really does take all kinds of people and 
opinions to make up this world of ours doesn’t 
it. Now I would1 advise every girl wherever 
raised to be sure and marry a farmer if she wants 
to be happy. I too was born and raised in the 
city and a large one at that and when I was twen­
ty three years old I married the best farmer 
lad that was at least I thought so and do yet. 
But let me say right here that long before the 
knot was tied I made up my mind that I would 
live and be contented wherever he could best make 
a living for work he must as we were not blest 
with riches as counted in dollars and cents. Now 
that was almost fourteen years ago and I have 
never been sorry once that I married my farmer. 
Don’t think for a moment that it has always been 
smooth sailing, for we have had much up hill 
work. Many a day when help was scarce and 
money scarcer, I have worked in the fields, to 
help save what little we had, and I didn’t enjoy 
that kind of work one bit, but on the other hand 
I can't see it hurt me either, and of course, I could 
not help but miss many of the pleasures that 
we all know a »large city can give, but I always 
found where I lost on one side I gained on the 
other. We, like others, have had much to dis­
courage us, for instance, one year it rained and 
rained and drowned out all of our saleable crops, 
another year it was so hot and dry we had only 
little potatoes to eat and few to sell; then the year 
we had a big crop of potatoes we had to sell 
them in the spring for 13 cents per bushel, and 

(three years ago the big frost hit us in August and 
what we had left wasn’t worth mentioning, and 
this year, well, when they get thru sorting I 
guess there wont be anything left but the sorter 
and a little pig’s feed; but we had our good years 
too, and by being real saving we have always 
had the necessities if we couldn’t have many lux­
uries. We have our eighty acres most paid for, " 
have a few good cows, a good team of horses and 
colts and last but not least we have three of the 
prettiest, best and smartest children ever was. 
I f  you don’t believe it come and see them. So 
you see we are real wealthy after all.

Yes, I am sure if the right kind of a city gal 
marries the right kind of a moss back they will 
live happily ever after, and I firmly belive there 
are better days ahead for the farmer. Then even 
Mrs. S. will be so thankful she married a farmer. 
—A Happy Farmer3* Wife.

Anna Campbell Stark , Editor

The Fortunate Second Wife

I T SEEMS GOOD to read letters from happy 
women for a change; both of them women, 

too, who left the city years ago with their rur­
al husbands, and never regretted their choice.

I agree that there are better times ahead for 
the "farmer, and I think the change will come 
sooner if the farmer’s wife instead of being con­
tent to go along as her mother did, will demand 
some of the comforts of life.

Haven’t you often noticed, in the case of a 
widower marrying a second wife, how the sec­
ond one often gets the best of it? I have a case 
in mind of a patient, dtevotedr self-sacrificing, 
self-effecting creature, who worked her fingers 
to the bone and ruined her health to accumulate 
dollars for their old age. She died at last, and 
had the first good rest she had since marriage^ 
Her husband before the year was out took to 
himself another wife, a young girl who had 
always had a good time and intended! to keep on. 
When he remonstrated with her and said they 
could save their money for a rainy day, she’ de­
clared and proved that they had quite enough 
to do them if they neither of them worked a tap 
the r est of their lives. He is more or less of a 
gentleman farmer now, and I believe he enjoys it.

Loneliness
J MISS the old red tablecloth,

7 miss the hanging lamp.
I miss the frog’s croakin’
When the weather’s kinda damp.
I  miss the old home paper,
I miss the old town hall,
I  miss the dear old folks at home 
But mother, most of Jill l

/ MISS the rooster crowin*
In the very early mom.

I  miss the glowing sunsets;
I  miss the wavin’ com.
I  miss the old frame schoolh'/usc 
Where I  learned to read and write, 
But Oh, J i:: if8 my mother 
The most of all tonight!

/ MISS the old square woodbox 
That I- used to have to fill.

I  miss the jolly coasting 
We had on Sterling’s hill.
I  miss the quiet evenings,
So filled with peace and love,
But oh, I  miss my mother 
All the other things above.

/ MISS each board unpointed 
That made up my old home.

I  miss the fertile meadows 
O'er which I used to roam;
But the lovin’ heart that made it 
The home I  used to know 
Has gone away forever 
And oh, I  miss her so!

— A n n e  Ca m p b e ix  S tark

As for her, she has her little roadster and! flies 
around the countryside at a great rate. They 
take a trip twice a year, and are really having 
a good time, and enjoying to the fullest the money 
the first wife killed herself to save.

If wife No. 1 had spent a little as they went 
along; if she had put a kitchen cabinet in the 
house, and saved her steps here. If she had had 
the step between the kitchen and dining room 
removed, as wife No. 2 did Immediately, com­
plaining that it hurt her back; if she had had 
water pumped into the house, another improve­
ment which wife No. 2 accomplished Immediate­
ly; if she had gradually improved the house and 
saved herself work; if she had insisted on help 
when she was carrying and rearing her baby 
—as she had an opportunity to do—as a young 
girl had applied who aske4 little pay, but a home, 
she might have been alive today.

No doubt she and all the neighbors around her 
thought she was doing her duty when she broke 
down her health and strength in order to help 
her husband, but they would have got along just 
the same, only a little slower, if she had taken 
better care of herself, and conserved her health 
and strength. I think if any. woman who is 
doing the same thing would consider when she 
is overdoing and accomplishing more than a
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Uncle Sam’s Thrift Thought
1 H ousew ives Who have signed  the  H oover 1  
f§ pledge w ill be in terested  in  a  circu lar issued = 
s  recently by the U n iversity  o f M issouri A griciu l- 1  
1  tural E xten sion  Service. T h is ..Circular d is- s  
S cusses b riefly  thé w heat fleer"biibatitutes th a t §  
¡§ m ay be used effectively  in  conserving the sup- = 
Ü Ply o f w heat. Some o f  the substitu tes m ention- & 
§ ed are w hole w heat, shorts, cottonseed m eal, = 
1  and corn meal.
1  The w heat flour su b stitu tes w hich the agricul- i  
h tural extension  w orkers are recom m ending are ff 
H shorts and corn m eal. The fo llow ing two = 
Ü recipes taken  from  “W ar B reads” oircular. S 
g  T his circular contains other recipes w hich w ill g  
g be o f in terest to wom en who are endeavor-. j§ g ing to com ply w ith  the provisions of the H oover f§ 
g  pledge.

Shorts B nssd
i  I cup liquid milk (milk or water), Is teaspoon- 1 1 fui fat; 1 tablespoonful sugar; 1 teaspoonful s g salt ; % • to % cake of yeast, 2 cups shorts, 1 I  g cup white flour.
g Make a  sponge, using the w hite flour. W hen 1  
i  th is is  ligh t stir  in shorts and proceed in the 1  g usual manner. Cottonseed m eal bread m ay be g  
g m ade by using the above proportions, and sub- § 
g  stitu tin g  1 cup of cottonseed m eal and 2 cups g  
i  w h ite flo u r— F arm ers’ B ulletin  807 , U. S. D e- §  
Ü partm ent o f A griculture, W ashington, D. Ç.
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man’s work that she is laying up riches for a 
second wife, she would perhaps insist on a few 
of life’s little luxuries along the way. If you 'put 
a silver dollar tlpto your eyes, you can shut out 
the view of the sunset, or anything else you may 
look at. Too many folks see everything through 
the rim of a silver dollar, and don’t take time 
to broaden into the real helpful citizens of the 
world, because of their anxiety to accumulate 
as many of these round cartwheels as possible. 
“Lay up your treasure in heaven.” And don’t for­
get too, that any money invested in good books, 
a phonograph or music box, pretty pictures, and 
an occasional good time, is money contributed 
to your spiritual well being and mind content.

Write to me!
Anne Campbell Stark, Editor Home Depart­

ment, M ic h ig a n  B u s i n e s s  F a r m in g , Mt. Oilmens, 
Michigan.

Michigan Farm Women Aid TJ. S.

MICHIGAN FARM women have been quick to 
realize they must stand1 with their sisters in 
cities behind Uncle Sam ready for any ser­

vice they are able to perform. Letters from our 
own readers prove that they have been quick to 
pledge themselves to food' conservation. “Food 
will win the war. Do not waste it,” has been 
the motto of the farm women since the war be­
gan. As most of the women on the farm knit, 
sweaters and other articles from them are beau­
tifully done. As you all know the Red Cross is 
glad to furnish wool for knitters.

On February 16th, a big meeting will be held 
at Owosso by the women’s defense committee for 
members of farmers’ clubs, county and local teach­
ers. A school of registration will be conducted 
by Mrs. Frederick B. Perkins, state director.

Mrs. Frank Podge, regent of the Adrian Chap­
ter of the D. A. R. will act as registration chair­
man of Adrian during the week of March 18th. 
Mrs. Dodge is training 250 women to act as reg­
istrars.

Under the direction of Miss Bina M. West, state 
head of the department of child welfare of the 
woman’s defense committee, plans are being 
made for strengthening the work throughout the 
state.-

We will be glad to report in our columns work 
done by farm women for the Red Cross or other 
patriotic organizations.

Cleaning the Baby’s Bottle

THE IMPORTANCE of keeping baby’s bottles 
and nipples clean and sanitary cannot be 
overemphasized. Many disorders of their 

stomachs can be traced to unclean nipples. Thrush 
generally arises from dirty nipples. As soon as the 
baby’s milk is finished, the bottle should be 
rinsed with hot water and clear soap, and rinsed 
in a pan of boiling water, where the bottle should 
stay until the next feeding. Before the food is 
made up for the day, the bottles and nipples should 
be thoroughly washed with hot suds and then 
rinsed and boiled in clear water for ten minutes. 
The nipples should be rinsed in cold and then 
hot water, and allowed to stand between feedings 
in a solution of boris acid. -Time should be taken 
once or twice a day to turn them inside out and 
scrub them with a brush and hot water. Several 
bottles and nipples should be in use at the same 
time.
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SKIMMED MILK IS VERY 
VALUABLE IN COOKING

Skimmed milk Is usually so. abund-. 
ant that it’s value in the diet is over­
looked,' Quart for quart it contains a 
little more protein and a little mofe 
milk sugar than whole milk, but much 
less fat. Because of the lack of fat 
It cannot be used in place of whole 
milk for children. It is, however, a 
most valuable adjunct to the diet on 
meatless days, and the cheapest pro­
tein food for the farmer’s table.

Aside from its food vklue skimmed 
milk adds much to the quality and 
flavor in cooking, and is a first aid iu 
converting left-overs into palatable 
dishes. Milk used in bread In place 
of water adds as much protein to a 
pound loaf of bread as there is in one 
egg. It gives a softness of texture to 
bread that adds particularly to the 
palatability of graham or bran bread.

Cereals cooked in milk instead of 
water gain in flayor and food value. 
A particularly nourishing dish is pre­
pared by cooking down 10 to 12 parts 
of skimmed milk to one of rice, oat­
meal or other Cereal. Where this is
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Up-to-Date Fashions
Two pretty spring dresses for g irls 

are shown am ong this w eek’s fa sh ­
ions. No. 8649 com es in sizes 4, 6, 
8, 10 and 12 years. The dress has 
a new blouse buttoning at the center  
front; the sim ple one-piece sk irt is  
gathered all around to the wide belt.

No. 8674 can be used either as an 
apron or a  dress. I t . conies in sizes  
2, 4, 6, 8, 10 an d l2  years. The plain  
w aist is  in the kimona sty le  and the 
one-piece sk irt is  straight a t the low ­
er edge and is gathered to the short 
w aist. One of the new spriing w aists  
notde for their sim plicity is numbered 
8651: T his com es in sizes 36, 38, 40 
and 42 inches bust m easure The 
w aist is  sligh tly  gathered a,t the shoul­
ders to the back, which extends over 
to give the effect o f a  yoke.

Isn’t the dress numbered 8675 girl­
ish and pretty? T his little spring  

m odel com es in sizes 36. 38, 40, and 
42 inches bust m easure. It seem s to 
me the peplin effect would be more 
becom ing to a slim  figure. The skirt 
has two. gores. The peplum effect is 
accom plished by raising the w a ist line

A neat ex tra  skirt, such a useful 
article in a person’s wardrobe I is 
numbered 8656. This Is two gored  
The back gore is gathered at the 
sligh tly  raised w aistline j the front 
gore is alm ost straight and it  is  gath- 
ered to the w aistlipe under the pelt. 
It com es in sizes 24, 26,28, 30 and 82 
inches w a ist m easure, . .

A neat house apron is numbered 
8683 T his com es in s izes 36, 40, and 
44 inches bust em asure The apron 
is all in one piece and it is to be 
slipped on over the head. The apron  
m ay be worn loose if  preferred.

T hese patterns are ten cents each.
Address, F ashion  Department, Mich­

igan B usiness Farm ing, Mt. Clemens, 
11 M ichigan.

to be served for a dessert, use one- 
fourth' cup of rice and one-fourth cup 
of sugar to' three cups of milk. Cook 

■until thick. This can be used in place 
of cream with stewed fruit.

Milk soups or purees are made with 
skimmed milk and the pulp of beans, 
peas, onions, -potatoes or celery. Fish 
chowder made with milk is a most 
substantial meat substitute. A few 
oysters or a litle meat stock will suf­
fice to lend a flavor to a milk soup. 
Skimmed milk thickened with flour 
and served hot on hardrstale bread or 
toasted biscuit makes a •comforting 
cold-weather dish for breakfast or 
supper.

White sauce or cream dressing can 
be used with bits of meat to make at­
tractive dishes,'or with warmed-over 
vegetables. Cheese added to the sauce 
gives another variation. This can be 
served on rice, macaroni, hominy, or 
cauliflower.

Skimmed milk can be used in mak­
ing such desserts as blanc mange, jun­
ket, tapioca, custard, cornstarch and 
bread puddings.

SAVE YOUR WOOD ASHES 
THEY’RE WORTH $1 A BU.
Wood ashes worth at least a dol­

lar a bushel! Startling, but that is 
what its value is at present price of 
the fertilizing material it contains. 
Some of us remember when the “ash 
man’’ exchanged a bar of 3c soap for 
a bushel. Even then the farmer was 
buncoed according to the chemist who 
calculated that a bushel was worth 
35 cents. That was “before the war.”

The fuel shortage has caused many 
in central and northern Michigan to 
use wood. The ashes from wood con­
tain some of the most valuable con­
stituents needed by the soil; lime, 
phosphoric acid, and potash. It is 
especially high in the latter,  ̂which 
is the hardest kind of fertilizer to 
secure as it is produced largely in 
Germany.

Analysis of wood ashes shows it 
contains from 5-6 percent of potash, 
2 percent phosphoric acid, and 30-35 
percent of lime all substances especial­
ly needed on Michigan farms. The 
potash is especially available and one 
of the best fertilizers for fruits and 
root crops. Since the supply has been 
cut from Germany the price has in­
creased from ten to twenty times itse 
original price depenring on the form 
desired. A. bushel of ashes weighing 
40 pounds would contain 2.4 pounds 
of potash which in a purified form is 
worth a dollar a pound, the raw pro­
duct is worth about 1-3 as much which' 
makes $.80 for the potash in a bushel 
It is worth saving and every ounce 
should be replaced on the soil.

The phosphoric acid in wood ashes 
is in less amounts and not so soluable 
as the potash, every bushel contains 
nearly a pound valued at 20c. The 
lime in the ashes is directly available 
would be worth applying to the soils, 
if the ashes contained no other con­
stituents.-It neutralizes the acids of 
the soil, liberates plant food and keeps 
the soil in good condition for the 
growth of soil bacteria necessary to 
the growth of the soil. Most Mich­
igan soils need lime.

Wood ashes should be protected 
from the rains as the potash is read­
ily soluable in water and the phos­
phoric acid is partially so. Years 
ago the potash was leached out for 
use in soap making. After leaching 
there is left some potash and phos­
phoric acid and most of the lime co 
leached ashes should be applied to 
the soil.

“What about coal ashes?” someone 
asks. Unfortunately it does not con­
tain lime or other fertilizers and is of 
no direct value. However, on heavy 
clay soils, coal ashes might be of 
value in rendering it more loose and 
open ’ if not added in too great 
amounts.

Would it pay to save ashes to sell? 
Certainly, in communities where there 
is considerable ashes so as to pay 
to collect and ship. But the high cost 
of food, the necessity of heavy pro­
duction, the need of the soils means 
that no wood ashes should be wasted, 
it should be added to the soil. The 
placing of the ashes on the soil should 
be the aame as the use of any wertil- 
izer. It is best to add it it the soil 
at the time of planting or a little be­
fore. Ashes may be used on the soil 
in any amounts up to half a ton on an 
acre. The results in better crop from 
the use of ashes will be worth while. 
—Myron A Cobb.

Cow Health is Dairy Wealth
Safeguard the health of your herd by building stables that will be 
clean, sweet and sanitary. Easily done if you build with Natco Hollow 
Germs can’t hide on the smooth glazed walls. A blanket of dead air-in Natco 
walls keeps the stable warm in winter and cool in summer—prevents damp* 
ness and mildew. .,

N atco o n  th e  Farm
means healthier stock, cleaner and better milk—bigger profits and more daily wealth. Natco 
Hollow Tile has fire-proofed most of the treat “skyscrapers” of our large cities. The same 
material will protect your stock, grain and 
tools from the fire peril and will lower in­
surance charges. Natco buildings save 
painting and repairs. They cost less —
than other forms of masonry yet add v
greatly to .the value o f your farm. \
Your building supply dealer will . J  Y^Q tl
gladly show you samples and 
practical buildingplans. He 
has, perhaps, justtne planfor whichyou’re looking.
But write us direct to- _i
day for new ill us- JH gr A;
trated “Natco on 1
the Farm” book 
-1918 Edition 
—it’s  freel

I l i

f i

-, UL*

nJ;w S E r'
National Fire Proofing Company

110S  Fulton Bunding . P ittsburgh, PaJ
ÈS Factories assure a  wide and economical distribution*

The . Farmers of Michigan Lose Annually more than 
$2,500,000 worth of Live Stock, Horses, Cattle, Sheep
and Hogs from Accident and Disease.

The anim als are destroyed and their cash value lost not on ly to the farmer 
but to the com m unity, the State.

T his attaazing sum  of m oney can be saved to the farm ers and the S tate If 
they (the farm ers) will but avail them selves of

Michigan Live Stock Insurance Co.
organized exp ressly  for the purpose o f Indem nifying owners of live stock against 
death from  an y  cause.

W e w ant agents to carry this great m essage to every farmer.
Colon C. L illie, Pres, and Supt. of A gts. Harmon J. W ells. Sec. and Gen. Mgr. 
319 W iddlcomb B ldg., Grand Rapids, Mich. Graebner B ldg., Saginaw , W .S., Mich.

THE LITTLE WONDER TILE DITCHER
Will Save 80% of Your Work
W ill ship to any responsible party sub­
ject to approval, w ithout a cent in ad­
vance, absolute satisfaction guaran­
teed. W rite for terms and circular.

EDW. JESCHKE,
414 Lynne St., Bellevue, Ohio

Don’t Wear a Truss
XXROOKS’ APPLIANCE 

the modem scientific 
invention, the wonderful 
new discovery that re­
lieves rupture will be 
sent on trial. No ob­
noxious springs or pads. 
H as a u to m a tic  A ir  
Cushions. B in d s and 
draws the broken parte 
together as you would a 
broken limb. No salves. 
No lies. Durable, cheap. 
Sent on trial to prove i t  
Protected by U. S. pat- | 
ents. Catalogue and meas­
ure blanks mailed free. Send j 
name and address today. |

C.E. BROOKS, 463-A State Street, Marshall. Mick

American Mas­
todon Pansies

• These possess th e  m ost robust 
I vigor, largestaized flowers,su- 
1 perb rounded form , g reat snb- 
r stance, violet scent, and mar- 
i  velous colors w ithout limit. 
[ The quickest tobloom and most 
I durable; the  acm e o f perfec­

tion in Pansies. Seed, pkt. 10c . 
CHILDS' GIANT KOCHIA. 

„  Most decorative annual in culti- 
“  vation, pkt. SOo.

C H IN E S E  W OOL F L O W E R . Most 
showy o f all bedding annuals, pk t. I Oo. 

A STER  AM. BEAUTY. Gigantie pink flowers on 
tw o foot stems; F inest A ster, pkt. I Oo.

SPECIAL OFFER—These four greatest floral novelties FOR 
2 5 c .  with Booklet. “ How to Grow Flowers,”  and Catalog.

OUR BIG CATALOG o f Flower and V eg. Seeds, Bulbs, Plants 
and new fruits FREE. We excel In quality and varieties.
JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, lno.t Floral Park. N. Y.

Est. 1853 Capital $600,000.00 |nc. l889 
Highest Prices Paid For

RAW FURS
Write for Fur List and Book 
on Successfu l T r a p p i n g

TRAUG0TT SCHMIDT & SONS
136-164 Monroe Ave. Detroit, Mich.

J y  B u y  
S e e d s  

DIRECT
On a Money Back Basis (|g 

Send you r name and address 
today for the Isbell 1918 Catalog.
It means crop  in su ran ce —and 

sure profits. Y ou prove the quality I 
of IsDell’s Seeds before you plant.
S e e d  S a m p l e s  F R E E
Corn, Barley, Oats, Alfalfa. 
Clovers, Grass Seeds —best to be 

had. Check those you want. Paste 
this ad. on a postal and mail today. 

That w ill be a step to better crops and 
I bigger profits. Now is the time to make 
every acre pay more.

S. M. ISB ELL & CO.
1133 M echanic S t. Jackson ,M Ich .

“As They C roiuTheir Rinie Crouis -

WOODLAND FARM
offers 1500 bushels o f choice w or­
thy oa ts for spring seeding. Bright, 
clean and heavy, treated for sm ut 
la st year.
. Our price $1.25 per bu., reclean­

ed, F  O.B. .Howell.
B ags extra. W rite  

Frank E. Meyer, It. 7, H ow ell, Mich.

Cull Beans
E legant quality— ab solu tely  dry, 

and free from  stones. Gull beans 
are a  wonderful feed for hogs, cat-* 
tie and sheep.

You can produce a  pound " of  
pork cheaper on cu ll beans than: 
any oth r feed.

P rotein  22 to 26%.
Price $57.00 ton, sacks included; 

delivered an y  M ichigan points.
GOODELLS ELEVATO R GO., 

Goodells, Mich.

C O R D  used tires, specia l sa le  S3, $4 $5:  
* w e do vulcanizing. W est 2380, 377 
D ix  A venue, D etroit, M ichigan.
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Get

A B C  on 
Poultry

—the book that 
started 750,000 

customers. Written from 26 years 
of experience. Gives you a complete 
bird’s-eye on profitable poultry raising: 
and the price that we have been Quoting: 
in 1917 on

O ld  I b u s f y
Send for a copy of this free book, 

today. A postal will do. In 
writing:, tell us your poultry 
troubles, if any. w e  snip Old
Trusty freight 
or express pre-1 
paid. W n t e l l  

today. £
H . H. Johnson*

•'Inoubator Man'*
M. M. Johnson Co. \ Old Trusty comes built 
Clay Center,Net). ;— ready far business

9 5  buys 140-Egg 
Gnampion

Belle City Incubator
Prize Winning Model — Double Fibre 

Board Case, Hot-Water, Cop­
per Tank, Nursery, Self-Reg­
ulated Safety Lamp, Ther­
mometer Holder, Egg Tester. With 
$5.25 Hot-Water, Double Walled 

-  140-Chick Brooder-both only $12.95.
Freight Prepaid

East of Rockies—allowed towards Express 
and to points beyond. I ship quick from 
Buffalo, Minneapolis,Kansas City or Racine. 
Used by Uncle Sam and 
Agri’l Colleges. With this 
Guaranteed Hatching 
Outfit and my Guide 
Book for setting up and 
operating you can make 
a big income.—And my
Special Offers
provide ways for 
you to make extra 
money. Save time 
—Order now, or 
write today for 
my Free Catalog,
“ H atching Facts“- 
It tells all. Jim Rohan, Pres.
Belle City Incubator Co., Box72 , Racine, Wis.

U s e .Y o u r  F o rd !
GRIN D YO U R F R E D  

I—T F I L L  YO U R S IL O
L t  s a w  y o u r  w o o d
S T  S H E L L  YO U R CORN  

PUM P YO U R W A T E R  
E L E V A T E  YO U R GRAIN

Ward Work-a-Ford
Gives you a  12 h . p. engine fo r less than  th e  cost of 
a  2 h. p. Ford builds toe best engine in the world— 
i t  will outlast the car — and you m ight as well save 
your money and use i t  to  do all your farm  work. 
No w ear on tirea or tranam lsaion. Rooks up in 8 
minutes. No permanent attachm ent to  car. Cannot 
injure car or engine.
Friction  C lutch Pulley on end of shaft.W ard Gover­
nor, run by fan belt, gives perfect control. Money back 
If not sa tis fied . Ask fo r ciroular and special price.

WARD TRACTOR CO., 2066N SL, Lincoln, Neb.

T THE |  ORIGINAL / I f  CHEMICAL!lndoor-Uoset
30,000 SOlO-riFTH YEAR

More Comfortable, 
Healthful, Convenient
E lim in a te s  th e  o u t - house, 
open v au lt and  cess pool, 
w hich a re  b reed ing  places 
fo r  germ s. H ave a  warm, 
san itary , odorless to i le t  r ig h t 
i n  your house. No going ou t 
in  oold w eather. A boon to  
invalids. E ndorsed  by State: 
Boards o f  H ealth .

A B S O L U T E L Y  O D O R LESS
P u t  I t  A n y w h e re  I n  T h e  H o u s e  

T h e  germ s a re  k illed  by  a  chem ical process in  
w ate r in  th e  con ta in er. Em pty once a  m onth . 
No m o ra tro u b le  to  em pty th a n  ashes. C loset ab ­
solu te ly  'guaran teed . . G u aran te e  on  A le  in  th e  
office o f th is  publication . Ask fo r  ca talog  an d  price 
ROWE SANITARY MF0. 00. 12402 6th DETROIT, 
.............................. Bri T i  MICH.

PR**.-™— __  .JIN
Ask about the Rq-San Wsebetand—-Hot and Coin  

Running Water W ithout Plumbing

SENATOR DUNLAP STRAWBERRY
PL A N T S, m oney m akers. Propogating  
row s tr im m ed ; 1,900 for $2.25; 500 for 
$1.25. J, E. H am pton, Bangor, M ich igan .)

V L A Í E E R  (Central-*—W e have been  
having som e very so ft w eather the past  
week but it  is  colder now. The w ater is 
Very high in som e places and the fields 

.a re  bare In m any p laces The roads are 
very  rough an d  have been nearly im pass­
able on account o f /th e  deep snow  banks. 
The farm ers are not very busy ju st a t  
present and ho produce is m oving. N ew s  
has ju st been received here that “Billy"  
Johnson w as one of the T uscania victim s. 
—O. E. P., Lapeer, Feb. 16. ,

TUSCOLA (W est)— F arm ers have not 
been able to get on the roads for a  w eek  
on account o f snow  and w ater. Some of 
our farm ers have onions to sell hut can­
not get them  to town. Farm ers are buy­
ing h ay  and feed. , N othing m oving here 
now. Some farm ers are planning to put in  
sugar beets.— R, B. C . Caro, Feb. 16.

MECOSTA (N orth east)— The w eather  
has been m uch w arm er the p ast few  
days. The buyers are not anxious to  
buy -potatoes and the farm ers are hot 
se lling  on account o f th e ' grading rules. 
It is  a fine thing w hen a  m a n , who has 
the crop cannot sell because of unjust 
conditions w hile the m an w ho w an ts to 
buy; cannot get them  except by paying  
double price. W hy don’t the governm ent 
set prices on other things except w heat?  
W hy does not oornm eal sell for w hat it  
ought to? 100 lbs,, o f shelled corn *vill 
m ake at least 90 lbs. of cornm eal, yet  
shalled corn se lls for less than 4c per 
lb. and m eat_at 9c. Sell the cornm eal 
at a  price it  should be sold a t  and the  

"people w ill buy it  w ithout being forced  
to. I ju st saw  an item  in a farm  paper 
that w e “cannot ship potatoes to Eur­
ope ’’ W hy can’t  w e?  A  few  y ea rs ago  
they w ere -shipping whole shiploads into  
this country to force down the price.-— 
F. M. E., Feb. 12.

CHEBOYGAN (N orth w est)— W e had 
a few  days o f nice mild w eather the first 
of the weejk, however, w e have» had a 
real_ old blizzard since and the snow  is 
again  piled high. The farm ers are a ll 
busy shoveling snow ; all else is a t a 
standstill. A lot of the farm ers here get 
the M. B. F., and they sa y  it is the best 
paper they  ever got for a dollar.— O. W
B. . R iggsville, Feb. 15.

GRAND T R A V ER SE (N orth )— A  lit­
tle w arm er w eather a t present. The 
roads are in bad condition. Farm ers 
are rushing their w et beans to the ..mar­
ket Some potatoes are being sold, price 
is $1.25 per cwt. The w et beans are be­
ing sold to the canning com panies. Your 
paper is sim ply the only one, and I w ill 
try and get all the subscriptions I can.—
C. L. B , W illiam sburg, Feb. 12.

MONTCALM S outhw est)— Farm ers are 
not doing m uch except shoveling snow  
and doing -chores. M any potatoes are 
frozen, in cellars of the farm ers in this 
neighborhood on account of the sm all 
a m o u n t\o f oil that can be purchased at 
our storeA The oil has been used to burn 
to keep cellars from freezing. H ay and 
other kinds o f feed are not being held for 
higher prices but m any seem  to think the 
present potato grading rules w ill not be 
upheld and are holding spuds for this 
reason.— "W. L., Greenville, Feb. 15

BAY (Sou th east)— W e have had more 
m oderate w eather just like F oster predict­
ed. No quotations on hens or p u llets; we  
are not allowed to sell them. P retty  soon  
the farm ers will not be allow ed to do 
anything but be slaves to the upstarts or 
educated fools who 'are gettin g  paid for 
talking.— J. C. A., Munger. Feb 15.

MONTCALM (W est)— The farm ers of 
th is vicin ity  are cuting w o o i and there 
are some potatoes m oving, they are all 
going to G reenville and are bringing  
$1.50 per cwt. Some hay is being sold  
at $22 per ton, but it  is poor stuff. I w as 
reading in M. B. F. about co-operation  
of farm ers. There is a co-operative com ­
pany a t G reenville and potatoes there 
are 50c higher than at Lake View. A 
co-operative com pany to handle the pro­
duce of the farm ers would be a  good 
thing in every com m unity.— E W., Coral. 
February 12.

B E R R IE N  (Sou th w est)— M ost o f the 
snow  h as gone except that in the roads, 
which is anyw ay three fee t deep. F arm ­
ers are using their w agons to haul up 
cornstalks which they w ill now husk in 
the barn. W heat fields are covered with  
w a te r , and ice. There w ill be a large  
acreage o f oats sown here if  the w eather  
will permit. M ost o f the farm ers are 
unable to tell just how m any potatoes and 
beans they will plant in the spring.— O. 
W . Baroda, Feb. 15.

L A PE E R  (E a st)— Farm ers are busy  
looking for seed corn that w ill grow  The 
price ranges from  $2 to $10 per bu and 
som e only tests  around 65. H ave had 
the first thaw  of the season. Lots of 
w ater standing on w heat and rye, and it 
will no doubt he dam aged some. Some 
ca ttle  going to m arket w ith the price low ­
er than a  w eek ago. N o h ay  or beans 
m oving. Some oafs being sold w ith  the 
price around 80c. There w ill be lo ts o f  
changes on the farm s here this spring.—
C. A. B., Im lay  City, Feb. 16

H URO N (W est)-—The farm ers are cu t­
tin g  and gettin g  out wood. T hey are se ll­
ing beans and that is about all. W e have  
no seed com  or seed beans here. W ill 
som e one please advise us w here w e  
can secure them?— C.J.G.. C aseville, F eb ­
ruary 15.

IO NIA, (C entral)— F arm ers are not do­
ing m uch on their farm s just a t present. 
The snow  h as been so very  deep that it  
has been alm ost im possible to  cut wood  
or to draw  m anure from  stab les to the 
fields.— S. W , K., Lyons, Feb. 14.

ANTRIM  (N orthern)— The cold has  
som ew hat subsided and the farm ers are

sellin g  som e potatoes a t one cent per 
pound. . A  car o f ca ttle  and hogs w ere  
shipped to Chicago by our stock buyer  
this week. Stctfk is looking good so far  
considering the cold w eather. Some of 
the farm ers are se llin g  their beans ; not 
m any dry ones and a il are a  very poor 
q uality  W e understand th at som e have  
lost rtearly a ll of their potatoes by thé*  
cold wéather. There is no doubt now  
that the farm ers w ill not raise a s  m any  
potatoes the com ing year as th ey  did la st  
year.— F. N. F„ Alden, Feb. 16.

K ALKASKA (Southw est) —- The roads 
have been so bad th a t the farm ers have  
not been able to  get out much. W eather  
is  a  little  m ilder a t th is w riting  F arm ­
ers are buying hay and grain .— R. E. B., 
South Boardm an, Feb. 10.

ARENAC (E a st)— W eather has been 
m ilder and it has been appreciated. Some 
hay and grain m oving a t a fa ir  price.-— 
W. B. R  , Twining, Feb. 16.

ALLEGAN (Southeast)-—A ctiv ities of 
farm ers still lim ited to cu tting wood and 
odd jobs abou the farm. V ery m ild the' 
past week resu lting in m uch high water. 
Farm ers not se lling  anyth ing except an  
occasional load of hay  w hen the roads 
perm it o f Its being hauled. A few  pota­
toes are being held. M any are frozen in 
pits.— W. F ., Otsego, Feb. 16;

L E N A W E E  (Sou th east)— There has
been a  lot o f oa ts, loaded from  this place, 
a t 83c per bu There are a number of 
auctions th is spring an d -stock  se lls Mery 
high ; common cow s se lling  at from  $60 
to $100 ; farm  tools the sam e ; for instance 
at one sale  oats w ent for 88 per bu., 

.barley, $3.75 per cw t., p igs w eigh ing 120 
lbs,, a t $21.00 each ; a  team  of horses 
w eigh ing about 25 to 26 hundred sold at 
$452.00, The roads are in such condi­
tion that the m ilk haulers cannot m ake 

"their routes and the farm ers are deliver­
ing it them selves.— J. F. C., Palm yra, 
F eb  16.

BRA NCH  (Sou th w est)— F arm ers are 
doing chores and cu tting wood. W eather  
h as been w arm er for the past few  days. 
Snow is a ll gone in the fields. It  is  im ­
possible to draw any loads now as the 
roads are in bad condition. Farm ers 
are not se llin g  anyth ing now for the 
sim ple reason that they have nothing to 
sell. Quite a  num ber of auction sa les are 
being held around here.— D. M. H., Bron­
son, Feb. 15..
... SANILAC (C entral)— Since the last  
report w e have been having som e cold 
and storm y w eather. There is still som e 
hay being pressed. H ave heard of two  
cases o f lockjaw  am ong horses here. A  
tw o days’ farm ers’ m eeting w as held at 
the school house in Sandusky on Feb.
14 and 15, w ell attended.— A. B , San­
dusky, Feb. 15.

GLADW ÏN (Wtsst Central)*— The farm ­
ers are baling -hay and hauling it, and 
are also se lling  beans. They are Build­
ing and buying as little as possib le.—
F. F., Gladwin, Feb. 15.

ALCONA (E as C entral)— Farm ers are 
getting  up wood and baling hay. Some 
beans and w heat going to m arket The 
w eather has been very cold but it is 
w arm er now. Stock is w intering well. 
Feed plentiful but beef cattle are going  
down in price. The m eatless day is be­
ginning to count, or there is  som e other 
skin gam e on the w a y  toward the 
farm ers B eans w ere a  very uneven, crop, 
som e had good yields, others very poor. 
Our farm ers did not go heavy to spuds, 
we were afraid  of the back-yard com pe­
tition. They did not grade potatoes in 

- th is county that I heard of.— D. C., L in­
coln, Feb. 4.

IONIA (W est)— The w eather condi­
tions have been so bad this w inter that 
farm ers have not been able to accom p­
lish m uch work except chores, shoveling  
snow and cutting wood. The ground is 
frozen very deep, and lots of w ater pipes 
are frozen. B eans are selling  for $12 a  
hundred. The w heat fields that are bare 
are looking hard.— A. W. G.. Saranac. 
Feb. 16.

EMMET (N orth east)— The w eather is 
fine and lots of tubers are m oving to the 
w arehouses for storage, m ost of thé 
farm ers are holding - for better prices. 
H ay is m oving rather slow  at present. 
B eans are not all threshed yet. There 
seem s to  be quite a demand for good 
ew es, but there are • very few  in this 
neighborhood L ots of farm ers w ant to 
raise sheep as potato grow ing n s  getting  
on m ost of the farm ers ’nerves here.—
H. W., Levering, Feb. 16.

M ISSAU KEE (C entral)— N oth ing  do­
ing  here but chores and cutting wood. 
N othing being sold but h ay which is $20 
to $25 at present, and there is quite a  
call for it.— H. E. N., Cutcheon, Feb. 16.

LAK E (N orth east)— W eather warmer, 
Sem e farm ers se lling  potatoes and beans 
but not m an y .. F rost is out of timber, a  
good time for putting wood,— E. G. D., 
Luther, Feb. 15.' \  

TUSCOLA (N ortheast)-—R ain  and a  
thaw  this Week. M any fields covered  
w ith  ice, probably w ill dam age w heat and  
clover. -F a rm ers are busy m aking in­
com e ta x  reports, M any find the outgo  
greater than the income. Some beans 
are befing s o ld — S. S., C ass City, Feb. 16.

SANILAC (Sou th east)—-Some ice is  be­
ing packed and som e w ood being cut. 
M arkets are p ractically  a t a  standstill.—
N. J. V.C., Croswell, Feb. 10.

ST. JO SEPH S (E ast C entral)— Farm ers 
are cu tting wood and shoveling snow  out 
of the roads to adm it the m ail m an get­
ting  through, draw ing corn and husking. 
T hey are selling  wood and hay.— W  wT, 
Colon, Feb. 16. ~
. BE N Z IE  (Southw est)— F arm ers are do­

ing chores and g ettin g  up wood, cutting

and draw ing ice Some farm ers are  
■ se llin g  a little  wood. A  very  few -b ea n s  

m oving and noth ing doing in the potato  
line. H ere is a  thot: W e are not in 
reach o f beet sugar factories a s far as  
ra isin g  them .commerciaily is concerned, 
but* i f  the Food A dm inistration would ar­
range w ith  the nearest sugar factory  to 
m anufacture sugar o u t .o f  our, own beets 
the farm ers could get together and raise  
c a a TL carl°uds, sa y  lim it each fam ily  fo 
500 lbs. We, of course, to  p ay the cost 
o f m anufacture. That w ould g iv e  us the  
sugar we need and would release the su g­
a r  w e now use to som eone else. It  does 
seem  that it  could be arranged som e w ay  
to relieve the shortage, T hey seem  to 
be closing in on us a  little  more a ll the 
tim e. The m illers have how  refused to 
grind buckw heat, rye or corn flour for 
us, or w h eat either. Another th ing that 
looks sort o f bad is  a  m erchant who  
huys beans told m e that he had w ritten  
to four different elevators for prices on 
bep.ns. H e heard from  three o f them, and 
they declined to quote prices on beans 
unless handpicked. Is th is another 
scare they  are trying to throw  into us?  
N early  every farm er around here sa y s  
he w ill not p lant potatoes next year  only  
for  h is  own. use th is season.— J. M.. S i ­
beria, Feb. L4. r

Veterinary Department-
I have a heifer 18 months old, her 

first calf is now about four weeks old; 
also a cow five years old. Both began 
going back on their feed, acted as tho 
they wanted something different, com­
menced chewing on old boards. I am 
feeding some pea straw, hay, but the 
main feed is corn stalks, also feed 
buckwheat bran. A little sweet corn. 
I would like to know what to do for 
them. Please answer thru your de- 
partmeht.r-!T, &. 8., Hears.

dive each of x your cows the follow­
ing: Olium Croton, ten minums; Cal­
omel, one dram;, linseed oil, one quart; 
shake well and give at one dose. Af­
ter twefity-four hours give nux vomica, 
powdered, twio ounees; gentian, powi 
ered, five ounces; sodium bicarbonate 
add to make sixteen ounces. Mix and 
give one tablespoonful dissolved in 
one-half pint of warm water three 
times a day. Discontinue feeding the 
sweet corn and feed any good substan­
tial grain in its place.

I have a mare that eats good but 
does no good. She is weak in her 
hind parts and can not get up when 
she gets down. Her blood is not good. 
Please advise me what to do.—8. A., 
Bear Lake.

Give your mare.the following; Po­
tassium iodide and F. E. nux vomica 
equal parts two ounces; Fowler’s solu­
tion of arsenic add to make sixteen 
ounces. Give one tablelspoonful on 
the tongue with a syringe three times 
a day. Also give animal at least four 
quarts of oats and two quarts of bran 
three times a day.

I have a 5-year-old driving horse. 
Last spring I worked him as third 
horse. He was taken with bowel 
trouble. I turned him out to pasture. 
He would get some better and then 
go back again. In the fall I had his 
teeth fixed. He was a little better for 
a time. For the last three months he 
has been bad. He is crazy for salt 
and drinks lots of water. I have tried 
several things. I see in M. B. F. of 
Dec. 29, about giving Fowler’s solu­
tion of arsenic. I gave it for three or 
four weeks. Sometimes I thot it was' 
helping him then he would be as bad 
as ever. He ig very poor but has a 
good appetite. What must I do for 
him?—A. 8., Marlette.

Your horse is suffering from indi­
gestion, which has been gradually 
brought about by an over-acidity of 
the stomach, caused by improper di­
gestion; therefore, a successful treat­
ment of this case can only be accom­
plished by, first of all removing the 
cause.

First give an aloetic laxative con­
sisting of Barbadoes aloes drachms 6, 
calomel land powdered nux vomica 
equal parts one dxaChm. This can / 
best be given in the form of a ball, or 
dissolved in fairly hot water and given 
at one dose. Keep animal quiet, allow­
ing no exercise until bowels are nor­
mal; after which give two tablespoons 
sodium sulphate in the drinking wat- 
f f  twice daily for about a week, then 
give the folloYring: Powdered nux 
vomica, one ounce; powdered gentian, 
four ounces. Mix. Give one tablespoon 
one-half hour after feed, three times 
a day. j
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DIRECTORY V
B a tes:— Up to 14 to « «  or on» Inch and  

for less than  13 Insertions under this 
heading:, fifteen cents per line. T itle d is­
played to best advantage. Bead In copy 
and we w ill quote rates. For larger a 
or for ads to run 13 issu»« or more wo 
make special rates w hich w ill “| 3 l
be sen t on application to the A dvertising  
Dept., 110 F ort St., D etroit.

.CATTLE

E. L. S A L IS B U R Y
SHEPHERD, MICH.

Breeder of purebred
Holstein-Friesian Cattle 

Young bulla for sale from A. E. 
O. Cows with creditable records.

. W O L V ER IN  E STOCK FARM  
FOR s a l e , a  b eau tifu lly  m ark­

ed bull calf, b om  Aug. 3, 1917. Sire 
Judge W alker P ieterje w hose first 
five dam s are 30 pound cow s, his 
dam a  24 pound 3 year-old  grand­
daughter of K ing o f the Pontiacs, 
and second dam a  26 pound cow. 
This ca lf  w ill p lease you.

Price, 9200.
. T. W. SPRA G U E,

¿ R oute 2, B attle  Creek, Mich.

READ WHAT MR. HOOVER SAYS
**We have a very good lot of young bolls coming ou 

tha t will be fit for service in a few weeks. These bolls 
are sons of Fairview Oolantha Bag Apple 141,297,a son 
of the great Bag Apple Korndyke 8th. ”

“ We always have a number of choice females from 
which to make jour  selections.They are all daughters 
of 30 pound bolls, th e  only kind we ose at Bosewood 
F arm ." ROSEWOOD 8TOOK FARM, Howell, Mich.

250 STEERS FOR SALE
Ones, tw os, threes, H erefords, A ngus 

and Shorthorns. ' 600 to 1200 lbs. Choice 
quality  sorted to size, age and breed. In 
car lots. W rite your w ants. O. F. B all, 
Fairfield, Iowa.

HATCH HERD HOLSTEINS
Y P8IL A N T I W e have been “breeding  

Up” for the p ast eleven  
MICHIGAN years. P ontiac Korndyke 

and K ing K orndyke Sadie 
V ale bulls in service. Select your next 
sire now.

For Sale, Registered Holstein Bull
10 m onths old, w hose sister is  cham pion 2- 
yr.-old o f the state. Record, 26 m onths, 
26 lbs. butter in 7 da. Sire a son of 
Pontiac De Nijlander, Record 35.43 but­
ter in 7 da. D am ’s record as 3-yr.-old 21 
lbs. butter in 7 da. Price, 3100.00.r L. C. 
K etzler, Clover D airy  Farm , F lint, Mich.

HOLSTEIN COW 8 yrs. old, due to fresh ­
en in April. Is right in every w ay. 

A .R O . 18.46, dam 26.28, 2nd dam 24.78. 
A. F. Loom is, Owosso, M ichigan.

W HAT DO YOU W ANT? I represent 41 
Shorthorn breeders. Can put you in 

touch w ith best m ilk .or beef strains. B ulls 
all ages. Some fem ales. C. W. Crum, 
Secretary Central M ichigan Shorthorn  
A ssociation, M cBrides, M ichigan.

F O R  C A I F  R egistered H olstein  Dull 
l  i \  u n L L  R eady for service ; also  
bull calf. These bulls are o f choice breed-' 
ing. For particulars w rite Fred L ord , 
Stockbridge. Mich.

FOR QAIF One 11 m os. old grandson  r v / I \  d n L L  0f R oyal M ajesty w hose  
dam as a  3 yr. old produced 406.24 lbs. of 
butter in 1 yr. Solid color. F irst check  
of $90 takes him. R egistered, tran s­
ferred and delivered to any point in 
M ichigan. Fred A. Brennan, Capac, Mich

FOR QAI F A Reg. Jersey Bull 10 mo. 
i  \ J l \  O rtLL old. Dam is an imported 
D aughter o f Noble of Oakland. Price, 
$90.00. Tosch Bros., Capac, M ichigan.

Ho l s t e i n  f r i e s i a n  c a t t l e —  
H ow bert M aplecrest Jetske, Sire’s 
dam  30 lbs., fu ll sister w ith  1200 lbs. 

butter, semi-official, dam of ca lf 20 
lbs. butter from  452.6 lbs. m ilk in 
seven  days. W ell marked.; born Jan. 
12, \’17. Price $75.00 F. O. B. Bull ca lf  
born Jan. 9, ’18, from  untested dam  
Price $50.00, H ow bert Stock Farm , E au  
Claire,, M ichigan.

HORSES
PERCHERON STALLION^, one 3 years 

old, driven single and double. One ten  
years old, •thoroly broken sin g le  and doub­
le. W ill work like a mare. H eavy  boned 
gentle fellow s. Price $400 and $300. Fred  
N. Randall, j Manchester, Mich

shetlandT onies
prices. Mark B. Curdy, H owell, Mich.

FOR SALE— Percheron Stallion, black, 
No. 121705, foaled June 23; 1915 ; No. 

131951, foaled  June 29, 1916. J. F. Glady, 
R. 7, V assar, Mich.

* One 2-year-old B lack  Per- 
r A f  N a l p  cheron Stallion, w eighing  
*  « jw a w  igoo  lbs., a lso  our aged  
Stallion  Ingom ar 30047, th a t has been at  
the head of our stud for 10 years. M. A. 
B ray E st., Chas. Bray, Mgr., Lansing,M lcb

HOGS
IFfkNARIYQ POLAND C H IN AS Bred 
L L U l l i l l U /  O sow s, fa ll pigs, either sex, 
a t reasonable price. E. R. Leonard, St. 
Louis, Mich., R . No. 3. •

O B RED GI LTS
To W m. B. No. 47049. Longfellow  

I  No. 18575 Sire o f 1st prize young  
* herd-at Iow a State Fair. F a ll p igs and

C breed serviceable boars.
J. CARL JEW E TT , M ason, Mich.

- CHOICE R EG ISTER ED  STOCK 
Percherons—Colonel 104833, a grand­

son of M orse and O lbert; (a great 
grandson of B esigue and Calypso, a t  
head o f  stud. Iiolsteins-—Senior Sire,, 
son of P ontiac A aggie Korndyke and a  
28.22 pound dam. Aberdeen-Angus—  
Senior Sire, B lack  E arl o f W oddlawn  
152209. A  Blackbird. Shropshire»-—A  
sm all but choice flock, large, and wool- 
ed from- nose to toes. Durocs— The 
large, prolific m oney-m aking kind. II 
in need o f . a first-class sire, w rite me. 
DORR D. B U E L L , E lm ira, Mich. R. 1.

R e g i s t e r e d  H a m p s h i r e  b o a r s  
and bred g ilts for sale. John W. 

Snyder, R. 4., St. Johns, Mich.

0  1 r  BOARS and SOWS of fine 
• *• quality . P rices reasonable. 

R egistered free and w ill ship C.O.D. F loyd  
H. Banister, Springport, Mich.____________

O Y Choice young boars ready
I  . for se r v ic e ; a lso  fa ll pigs  

•  either s e x ; sired toy 1st
prize yearling boar Mich. State F a ir  1917 
Clover L eaf Stock Farm , Monroe, Mich., 
R. No. 1.

____________SHEEP___________
A  lim ited number of 

d n r o p s n ir e  EWCS bred e w e s ; bred 
righ t! P rices r ig h t! A  son of Tanner’s  
R oyal in service. H. F. Mouser, Ithaca, 
M ichigan. ' " '

2 YOUNG D ELAIN O  EW E S, bred, and 
yearling R am , -$60.00 to quick buyer. 

S. H. Saunders, R., No. 2, A shtabula. Ohio.

FOR AUGUST D EL IV E R Y  50 R egister­
ed Shropshire Y earling ew es and 30 

R egistered Y earling R am s of extra  qual­
ity  and breeding. F l o c k  established 1890. 
C. Lemen, D exter, M ichigan.

POULTRY

WE HAVE THEM
S. C. W  L eghorns; Trapnested stock. 
H ens, P ullets, Cockerels and Cocks. W ill 
take orders for hatching eggs now. We 
also xhave good seed beans. W rite us. 
H ill Crest P oultry  Farm* Y psilanti, Mich.

FOR SALE— S. C. W hite Leghorns —  
Y ear Old Hens, Pullets, Cockerels, Ferris 
Strain, $1.50 Each. R ussell Poultry  
Ranch\ Petersburg, M ichigan.

W hite W yan-Superior rarm  ***.
and fit for an y  show room. E ggs after  
March 1st, $2.00, $3.00 a.nd $5.00 per 15. 
$8.00 per 100. Send Tor m ating list 
C. W. H oneyw ell, P lym outh. Michigan.

CHICKS
W e ship thousands 
each, season, different 
varieties, booklet and 

testim onials, stam p appreciated. Freeport 
H atchery, B ox 10, Freeport. Michigan.

r KREI) ROCK COCKERELS for breed- 
* g purposes from good layers. $3.00 
ea ’h. W rite R. R. Bowman, Pigeon, Mich.

Ba r r e d  r o c k  c o c k e r e l s  for sale, 
$2.00 to $5.00 each for strain  with  

records to 290 eggs a  year. Circular free. 
Fred Astling. Constantine. Mich.

RARRFn RHTIf c o c k e r e l s  from  DAIMVCLF IV U b h  prize W inning stock  
Thompson strain, $3 apd $4. Yearling  
breeding hens, $2. W ell Barred. Sam  
Stadel. Chelsea. Michigan.

JOHN’S BIG B E A U T IFU L  BAR RED  
" R ocks are hen hatched and sold on ap­
proval $3 to $10 each. 1 m ale and 4 fe ­
m ales $12.00. Good layers. Circulars, 
Photos. John Northern. Clare, Michigan.

A N C O N A  COCKERELS
From  $2.00 to $5.00 each. A lso 2 hens and 
cockerel for $5. W . C. W est & Son, E ast  
L ansing, M ichigan, R .F .D . No. 1.

W  A R R O N ’S W H IT E  W YANDOTTE  
”  Cock and cockerels for sale. Bred 
® « hnp°rted trapnested birds w ith  
265-283 egg  records. Mrs. L  A. R iggs, 
R oute 3, Linden, Mich. ’

- , '.’M

oIstein-Friesians
MAPLECREST KORNDYKE HENGERVELD

Senior Herd Sire—MAPLECREST KORNDYKE HENGERVELD, 
whose dam, grand dam and great grand dam each made over 30 lbs. of 
butter in 7 days; his dam and grand dam each making better 'than 
1200 lbs. of butter in a year, and the only mother and daughter ever 
having made that record. He already has 13 advanced registry 
daughters. He was sired by Friend Hengerveld De Kol Butter Boy 
who sired 4 daughters averaging better than 1200 lbs. of butter in 
a year. Maplecrest Korndyke Hengerveld is probably, for long dis­
tance breeding, the peer of any bull living.

KING ONA
Junior Herd Sire—KING ONA, whose dam made 1345 lbs. of but’ 

ter in a year and her dam made over 1100 lbs. of butter when 12 
years old. Thus the dam and grand dam of tha Junior Sire have an 
average production of over 1200 lbs. in a year. This is something 
of a novelty when the great effort is being made on short records. 
The Junior Sire mated with the daughters of the Senior Sire rep­
resenting four dams with an average of more than 1200 lbs. of butter 
in a year.

Why should not their yearly production be the measurement of 
greatness? We have to keep them the full year and it is at the 
end of the year that we make our return on net income.

A few heifers coming two years oid in caif to King Ona will be 
sold at reasonable prices as we will have no pasture for them during 
the summer. If purchased they can remain with us until May 1st.

D. D. AITKEN
FLINT, MICH.

ROBT. R. POINTER & SON
Breeders of

Registered Holstein-Friesian Cattle
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN

Stock for sale at all times. If you are looking 
for some of the best, see us.

lERCHERON, BELGIAN SALEPI
24 High Class Imported and American Bred Stallions and 
Mares with ages ranging from yearlings to matured horses 

will be_offered for sale at Public Auction in the city of St. Johns at 
one o’clock p. m., Feb. 28, by the Horse Breeders of Clinton county. 
For particulars address

C. M. RICE, - - R. 3, St. Johns, Michigan

What the Neighbors Say!
I would nnt like to be w ithout the 

M ichigan Business Farm ing. My w ife  
and T both enjoy the paper very much. 
__E. F. DeM Berritt, Lenawee county.

Your sam ples are fine. Make me a 
subscriber at once. Just the thing for 
thè farm ers need a paper along the nine 
your sam ples have been.— Wm. E. H ill, 
GGenesee county.

Enclosed find $1.00 for the M ichigan  
B usiness Farm ing. I am highly delighted  
w ith the M. B. F. methods. Trust the 
M ichigan farm ers w ill become better or­
ganized and that every one would read 
the M. B. F. and keep an eye open for  
the other fellow  a t a ll tim es, for the 
farm er can’t afford to have such rotten  
deals put over on them- Stop, look and  
listen, and see to it that 1917 w on’t  be 
repeated in 1918. W ith  a ll good luck to 
the M ichigan B usinèss F arm ing and it s  
editors.— Jam es B. Lunney, M ontmorency  
county,

“TOP-NOTCH” HOLSTEINS
“ Milk production la an inherited ability. Good cows 
mast be bred to good pure-bred bulla if progress in dairy?’ 
ing is to be made."

Extract U. 8. Dept, of Agric. Bulletin.

f  
‘l i p t a

W a m m

wm

Buy this young bull and give> your milk and butter pro*
duction a “ push. ’’
King Colantha De Oakdale, No. 182837, Bom Nov.4 , 1916.
Hia Sire's 8 nearest ( Butter 7 days 30.87

Dams average l Milk 7 days 579.8« '
r  Butter 7 days 30.59 r

Hia Dam’s Dam’s J Milk 7 days 565.00
Record j Butter 30 days 124.19 j

L Milk 30 days 2436,60
(She heads ode of the ten only combinations of throe -
direct generations of thirty  pound cows.)
H i. d u n ’i record at 3 year. i  7 day. 23X3

( Milk 7 days 429.49-
H i. At .  neare.t dam . average /  B atter 7 day. 29.30 

(M ilk  7 days 546.68 
(Including 2—8 and 1—41-2 yr. o!4,)

Ideally marked, about half and half. Price 9250.
McPherson Farms Co., Howell, Mich.

W e feel th a t your paper is one o f few  
papers to  back “w ords by deeds” and true 1 
to the farm er every  tim e.— A lfred  P ie r -vis- 
son ,. L ivingston  county.
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and gives
you better silage ̂

Vitrified tile—the Ideal silo m a ter ia l^  
Y  —lasts for generations. No upkeep 

cost—no painting—no hoops to tighten. 
Write for catalog.

m i'Vitrified Tile Silo
—w ith th e  " sh ip  lap”  blocks. Ends overlap—adds 
streng th . Notches in  ends prevent m ortar from slip* 
p ing . Extended shoulders top  and bottom—less m or­
ta r  exposed—silage settles better.- More beautiful j 

L wall—blocks all same shade. Steel bip roof— A 
e .  ex tra  space in eilo—steel chute—fireproof—con* M  
m . tinuous doorway. Writs for Cilifas u i  Prim . # .

\  J .  M .  P r e s t o n  C o .  v
Dept* 3 1 7 1 Lansing, M ich. kJU jb f l u  

Aleo get OUT offer on Climax Silo 
iillsrs bd4 Bid well Threshers.

P I  (42© February 23, 1918

DOES POTATO 
If SURPLUS EXIST
Reports from Michigan, Maine 

and New York Show Rotato 
Holdings About Same as 

a Year Ago

For the past several weeks M ic h ­
ig a n  B u s in e s s  F a rm in g  has been con­
ducting investigations not only in 
Michigan but in other states as well, 
to determine the percentage of the 
1917 crop still lemaining in the 

: farmers’ hands, together with a com- 
| parison of holdings a year ago. No
• evidence has been found to ber.r out 

the Government and county agent re­
ports that there is a large surplus of 
potatoes still in the growers’ hands.

Some of the earlier readers of M. B. 
F. will recall that we persistently de­
nied last fall that there was an over­
production of potatoes, and endeavor­
ed to show how the Government re­
port was grossly exaggerative of the 
actual facts. In our final estimate 
after the Michigan crop was dug, we 
stated that the Government figures 
were, in our judgment, 15 to 20 mil­
lion bushels too high, and that they 

| were correspondingly high in other 
Btates. Subsequent developments now 
seem to prove that we were right in 
our contention. Authentic reports re­
ceived from Maine, New York and 
Minnesota during the past few weeks, 
show that somebody made an awful 
blunder in making up the final esti­
mates of the nation’s potato crop.

The most startling development of 
the national potato situation is the 
discovery that tens of millions of 
bushels of potatoes have frozen in 
pits and cellars, who have yet to open 
their pits and are prepared for the 
worst.

In a succeeding issue we will be able 
to publish the reports of closer inves­
tigations now being conducted in 
Other potato growing states, and we 
hope then to have our Michigan sur­
vey more complete. Our readers can 
help tremendously by reporting at 
once. We give a summary of reports 
received to date:

4  . D ow agiac D aily  N e w s:—- “The D aily  
N ew s has learned o f  several farm ers who  
have dug into their potato p its w ithin  
the past few  days and found their pota-

* toes badly frozen. One farm er north of 
th is  c ity  who had covered his p it w ith  
alternate layers o f dirt, straw , dirt, m an­
ure and dirt again , sa y s h is w hole crop 
is  - .lost, the potatoes being frozen solid. 
A s a  rule the frozen potatoes are found  
frozen  in  the shallow  p its but in ordin­
a t e  w in ters they would be w ell enough  
Protected. I f  th is loss is general there  
w ill be few er potatoes to go on the m ar­
k et than supposed.”

A. B., M ayville .---“Some farm ers In 
th is  neighborhood have more potatoes on 
hand than la st year, but m any have less. 
M y opinion would be a few  more on hand  
than  la st year, if  we do not lose too m any  
from  frost and rot.”

S. W ., T hom psonville:— “There are not 
m a n y  m ore potatoes than usual in this 
v ic in ity , and a  fourth of them  w ill be 
frozen .”
.. X  W .. W hite C loud:—“No potatoes in 

th is  section o f the country for sa le .”
C. W., G r a n t “Around here every  

farm er seem s to have from  200 to 40? 
bushels o f potatoes. A great m any re­
fused  to se ll on account of grading.”

T. S.. O rion:—“I would sa y  that there 
a r e  not m ore than 25 per cent o f last  
yea r’s crop in the hands o f the farm ers 
o f the tow nships o f Pontiac, W aterford, 
Independence and Orion, and 25 per cent 
of these a r e  frozen in the p its and cel­
lars. The m otor trucks from  D etroit 
cam e last fa ll and took them  all. I 
should think that there w ere 50 per cent 
m ore on hand th is year than last, for  
la st  year  there w ere practically  no p ota­
toes here."

I  am  enclosing a  few  gleanings, just 
a s  they are being discussed by the farm ­
ers w hile sitting  w arm ing their shins at 
the country stores in A lcona C o.: Says  
farm er. No. 1: “M y potatoes w ere nearly  
a ll frozen last n ight.” S ays farm er No. 2: 
“Mine a lso got touched by frost, but I had 
a  lantern and pail - w ater in the cellar, 
w hich  I think saved quite a  q u an tity  of  
them . I f  I  hadn’t taken th is precaution  
I  am  sure I w ould have lost heavily .” 
T h is is  th e  general topic a t  present, 
and I  believe th at a t  least 25 per cent of 
th e  potatoes in root houses and cellars  
h ave been frozen during the cold w eather. 
W hen the P otato  Growers’ A ss’n m eets 
a t  L ansing on M arch 7th and 8th, th e y  
w ill have a t least 25 per cent less  pota­
to e s  to  And a  m arket for. From  the 
very  com m encem ent the estim ates o f  both  
th e  G overnm ent and the S tate w ere 20 
per cent In excess o f the real supply, and  
a lso  there is a  large am ount o f sm all 
potatoes, w hich is proof th a t a lthough the  
acreage m ight have been m ore the crop 
o f  m arketable potatoes w as m uch less, 
and  in the spring w hen root houses hnd  
cella rs are opened up I think you  w ill 
find th at a  very  large per cent o f the  
crop that w as not m arketed w ill be found  
to  be frozen. A lso those potatoes that  

w e r e  raised in the sm all patches In the  
c ities  and tow ns w hich  w ere stored In 
oellars, w ill be found to be frozen and it 
w ill be up to the farm ers and the potato

dealers to supp ly  the shortage thus m ade 
by Jack  F rost, A lthough w e m ay never  
see"$3 potatoes again  I  am  o f  the opinion  
th a t in  the spring w hen cellars and root 
houses, are opened that potatoes w ill read­
ily  bring from  $1.75 to >2 per bushel.—  
J. B., A lcona county.
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as they refuse to buy unless they can 
ship promptly. The farmers of Maine 
have been told over and over again 
that there was a surplus of fully 40,- 
000,000 of potatoes in the U. S. this 
season. Last spring seed potatoes 
were worth $5 a barrel, fertilizer $50 
per ton and farm labor so high and un­
satisfactory that the 1917 crop with a 
favorable season would have been an 
expensive one. Added to all of these, 
sueh a season as the summer of 1917 
and you have the most expensive po­
tato crop in a century.

If the Government would guarantee 
the farmer a fair profit on his invest­
ment, labor, etc., they would put their 
hands to _the plow, and, season per­
mitting, raise a bumper crop of pota­
toes for 1918. But with no guaran­
tee from the government and farm 
labor depleted by the army draft, and 
also; the thousands of men who are 
getting large salaries working eight 
or nine hours for some corporation 
that Is making enormous profits out of 
the war, the farmer has very little 
courage to try and raise anything 
more than they can care for them­
selves.—W. H. Smith.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO 
MICHIGAN’S PEA BEAN?

(Continued from page 1) 
of the two varieties, notwithstanding.

Somebody seems almighty anxious 
to give the eastern navy bean a black 
eye and ciirry favor for the western 
variety. Of course, we have our sus­
picions, and we imagine that there are 
others in Michigan who have similar 
suspicions, We can’t believe that the 
bean jobbers of this state are going 
to sit supinely by while the bean di­
vision at Washington uses the govern­
ment’s franking privilege to extol the 
merits of the pinto over the Michigan 
variety. It does not add to the popu­
larity or the demand for the Michigan 
bean when the government publicly 
proclaims it a luxury, and urges people 
to buy pintos in preference and at a 
much lower price,

'Tis a matter that the dealers and 
thé growers of Michigan should have 
something to say about, and unless we 
miss our guess they’ll be asking the 
bean division for an explanation.

WE’LL MEET YOU AT
EAST LANSING MAR. 7-8

(Continued from page 1) 
uniform and desirat^p grade.

And now, farmer friends, we want 
you to accept Mr. Buell’s invitation 
and come to Lansing on March 7th and 
8th. Already word has been received 
that a large delegation of Montcalm 
county growers will be present,. and 
on February 26th the potato growers 
of Benzie county will hold a mass 
meeting at Beulah for the purpose of 
electing a committee to attend. Scores 
of letters have also been received from 
individual growers stating that they 
would be on deck, and we anticipate 
one of the biggest turnouts of the year. 
The time is short; immediate action is 
imperative. Every Gleaner arbor, ev­
ery local Grange and Farmers’ Club, 
or other farm organization should at 
once call a meeting of the potato grow­
ers In their localities and choose as 
large a delegation as possible to attend 
the East Lansing convention. In 
numbers there is strength, and if we 
can have two or three hundred potato 
growers present, they may rest assured 
that hteir wishes will go a long ways 
in settling the grading proposition for 
the entire United States. Neglect this 
opportunity to present your views 
upon this important subject and you 
will have no license to complain.

M ic h ig a n  B u s in e s s  F a rm ing  will 
have headquarters at one of the Lan­
sing hotels and plans on calling a 
meeting of the growers who arrive 
early upon the scene, preliminary to 
the meeting at the college. We want 
to have as many present as possible 
to decide upon some line of action. 
Write us at once if you can he present,, 
so that we may keep you advised of 
the hour of the meeting and other de­
tails.

M O R E  CROP
From LIME !l

How and W hen to Apply 
Limestone

There is a perfect way to handle applica­
tions of ground limestone. The trouble with 
perfection is that it depends upon a hundred 
things that can happen to upset well-laid 
plans—first on the farm, then upon all sorts 
of delays that can hold up shipments nowa­
days, and lastly on fair weather, that most 
uncertain of all.

You can avoid most of these pitfalls if you 
have a place to store

‘puiyERIZCh 
LIMESTONE

on the farm. You can pack it in grain sacks at 
the car or order in paper sacks, and this extra 
cost will be readily repaid by the benefits of 
applying exactly when you and the soil are 
ready fen* it.

The funny part of it is that all the general 
rules can be broken and Hmestone may still 
show wonderful results—-which indicates how 
frequently the soil badly needs it.

But remember first that the labor cost, yours, your 
hired men and your teams, is the largest item in the 
whole operation. Therefore, always ask for the percent­
age of water, of carbonates and of fine particles in the 
product you buy. Labor spent on handling coarse in­
soluble particles, or water, or on insoluble-minerals, is 
entirely wasted. Choose a season when roads and fields 
are hard and, if  possible, when work for horses and men 
is slack. Never apply until after plowing.

I f  you are buying in bulk have your wagon boxes 
tight, and if  you have not enough labor or horses to un»- 
load a car in twodays order two cars with a neighbor and 
work together on each one as they arrive a week apart.

Use a lime spreader— they only cost forty dollars—  
they save labor and spread evenly. Don’t  apply on soil 
that is too wet. Cultivate in  after application— these 
two things because you want to sweeten every tiny soil 
particle and thorough mixture is necessary for that.

BUT—if you have determined that your soil is a d d -  
get limestone on it  the best way possible— but get it  on 
when you have the money to pay for it  and when you 
can get the most money for the extra tonnage it  will pro­
duce. That’s the first rule of economy.

InBulk 
in Box Cara,

o r in .
I001b.D ry,
A ir-tig h t Paper

Sacks

GUAR­
ANTEE

Screen I

FurnaceDiiedl 
’ine as Flour.
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FARMFR n o w  is t h e  t i m e . w  
f  n lV IU Ijft  your Seed Cofn and B ean s  
w h ile  it  can be gotten. No. 1 Seed T ested  
to grow. Send 3 cent stam p for "prices. 
Ionia, Mich., R. N o/ 5. B ox No. 127.

C A D  C A I E  FR A N C IS F a ll -  bearing  
C y R  »^ " " " Straw b erry  p lants $1.50 per 
100:' $10.00 per 1,000. W / F . Tindall, 
B oyne City, Mich.

D F  A TVT SE E D , 100 per cen t  
1*1 r .  A  purity. SamDle an d

v price on request.
M ayer’s  P lan t N ursery, M!errill, Mich.

R egistered Hoi steins—  
B u lls ready for service,, 
and bull ca lves from  ¿0 

lbs. bull and A. R. O, d am s; also fem ales, 
o f  a ll ages.

Wm. Griffin, H ow ell, Mich., R. No. 5.

W hen you w rite a n y  advertiser In ©or w eek ly  w ill yon m ention the fact that yoi*. 
are a reader of M ichigan B usiness Farm ing?-—They are friends o f  our paper, too!


