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IT'S A GRAND OLD FLAG—A HIGH-FLYING FLAG!
Symbol of a free people—a land of opportunity,
Farm Bureau members feel o
strong responsibility to display “the colors” in their
homes ond halls ot meetings, and from staffs

a world power.
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mounted on their porches. It would be good if
flags flew everywhere in the old way on the 4th
of July, and if bunting graced the speakers’ tables
and platforms. As these flags banner out into the
winds of unpredictable change, they stand for the

3
s

permanence of a nation based on the diginity and
freedom of man, and on the implacable resolution
of a people to stand for what they believe to be
right, no matter what may come.

Me}nbership Shows
Substantial Gain

Throughout the nation, farm-
ers are flocking to join Farm Bu-
rean in numbers reported to be
greater than ever before. Cur-
rently, it appears that the all-time
membership high will be met and
topped.

Michigan membership is keep-
ing pace with the national trend,
showing a substantial gain over
last year with 69,259 members
enrolled so far for 1963. A final
figure of more than 70,000 mem-
bers is a distinet possibility, ac-
cording to Roger Foerch, Man-
ager of the Organization Division.

Further analysis of the mem-
bership success shows that 4,500
new members have joined this
year, more than joined in either
one of the past two years in a
comparable period of time,

The Saginaw County Farm Bu-
reau, with 2,794 members, re-
mains the largest in the state,
followed by Tuscola (2,453) and
Berrien (2,447 ).

Farm Bureau’s membership
success in a year that included
successful campaigns to adopt the
new Constitution and defeat the

costa, Gladwin,

wheat control scheme, becomes

all the more remarkable, Foerch

indicates.

This was not a task of a few
people, rather a job done by
hundreds of volunteers, dozens in
each county. I personally thank
these people for all they have
done to assure a good farm fu-
ture,” Foerch concluded.

Twenty-nine counties, more
than in the past three years,
“busted” goal. They include:
Marquette-Alger, Montmorency,
Clinton, Missaukee, Montcalm,
Eaton, Delta, Kalkaska, Charle-
voix, Chippewa, Saginaw, Me-
Oceana, losco,
Emmet, Alcona, Wayne, Oge-
maw, Oakland, Manistee, Living-
ston, Cass, Gratiot, Northwest
Michigan, Otsego, Washtenaw,
Calhoun, and Jackson.

Nine counties show a member-
ship gain (at this writing) and
a number of these may soon move
into the “Goal Buster” column.
They include: Kent, Newaygo,
Ottawa, Jonia, Clare, Midland,
Macomb, Mackinac-Luce, and
Menominee.

Farming - High Hazard Industry

“Inspection plus Correction equals Protection” is the
theme of National Farm Safety Week, proclaimed by Presi-
dent Kennedy for the week of July 21-27.

For many years farming has ranked as the third most
hazardous occupation with only mining and construction
having higher death rates. This fact has long been recog-
nized by the Farm Bureau at both the national and state

level.

In 1963, the Michigan Farm Bureau weént on record
urging all County Farm Bureaus to institute such safety
programs as they could carry out, in cooperation with
other groups when possible; further stating that a state-
wide safety program should be developed.

In the past, the death rate
from farm accidents has been be-
low the national average, but in
recent years it has been higher
—and the difference seems to be
increasing.

Although the national rate fell
to an all-time low of 50.4 deaths
per 100 thousand population in
1961, the farm average rose to
58.8.

According to the Department
of Agriculture, “Every hour an
accident claims the life of a farm
resident, and someone living on

a farm suffers a disabling injury
every 40 seconds.”

Those aren’t good odds when
it may be your life that's at stake.

Because of the constant de-
mands farming makes on an in-
dividual, the farmer must prac-
tice safety every day of the year,
not merely during the week. It
requires constant attention and
mental alertness. Fatigue or a
man in a hurry tends to “cut the
corners” on safety.

In industry, there is usually a
foreman or supervisor on hand to

watch over an employee’s work
habits and make immediate cor-
rections when needed. But on the
farm, much of the work is done
away from the direct observation
of others.

Too often, an unseen act, un-
safe and unrecognized, becomes
habit instead of being corrected.
It is these habits that soon be-
come tomorrow’s statistics.

In the period covering 1949-
1959, machinery, drowning, fire-
arms, and falls accounted for
71.5% of all fatal farm accidents
occurring on the land and in and
around service buildings.  In
Michigan the total percent was
68.89; — not very much below
the national average.

In the words of Farm ‘Bureau
delegates, “The value of a safety
program is unmeasurable in sta-

: tistics or dollars. It is impossible

to mlc{dair_z such things as human
misery, loss of lives, and heart-
aches in the redlm of statistics.”
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Editorial

Community Groups,
Our Real Strength

It hardly seems possible that a handful of
neighbors meeting together once each month
can be so important, — but Community Farm
Bureau Groups are the real strength of Farm
Bureau.

Multiply your nearest neighborhood group
by 1,500-times twelve meetings per year, times
ten, fifteen or twenty years and you have an
idea of the real strength involved.

Michigan Groups have been studied by
many who seek the secret of Farm Bureau
success. Local Groups have freely responded
by opening their sessions to those who would
observe them in action. Early this month, the
“Triangle” Group of St. Joseph County and
the “Pioneers” of Van Buren County, wel-
comed guests from the Florida Farm Bureau,
now examining ideas for future growth.

In recent years, Farm Bureau leaders from
New York, North Carolina, Colorado, California,
Kentucky, and Maryland have visited Michigan
to gain ideas for use back home.

Yet, as anyone who attends them can attest,
there is little to inspire awe at a typical Com-
munity Group meeting. There are no dramtics,
no table pounding, no sweeping speeches. But
out of these sessions have come penetrating
ideas for better local living, carefully thought-
out solutions for baffling national farm prob-
lems and campaigns for international trade
and world peace. Many an idea that germi-
nated +within a local Community Farm Bureau
has worked its way into state and national
policy.

Almost all Groups begin with the pledge of
allegiance. Parliamentary procedure is usually
followed within a setting of friendly informality
without being over-stressed. Reports are given,
and the discussion leader takes over, with all
joining in a spirited hour of examining the
discussion topic for the month.

Although each group has its own com-
munity characteristics, the variations are less
than might be supposed, because first of all,
thesa are business meetings. Most meetings
deal with the discussion ‘topic in a serious,
considerate manner. Most reports are brief
and to the point.

It is the dedicated seriousness with which
farm people voluntarily approach their prob-
lems through Farm Bureau Community Groups
that has been so baffling to others.

Researchers from Universities bent on dis-
covering what farmers read and how they
react to it, found their results muddled in Mich-
igan by what appeared (to them) to be mys-
terious “clumped” reading habits. They didn’t
know it, but they were encountering the effects
of Farm Bureau Community Group members
giving their discussidn topics special attention,
— and the results made hash out of their neat,
predictable patterns.

Organized labor, along with other groups,
react to Farm Bureau Community Group ef-
fectiveness with astonishment mixed with envy.
Although union leaders recognize the power
of volunteers who sharpen themselves through
free discussion, they appear to fear the back-
lash of member-independence.

Such organizations weaken themselves
through limiting member contacts. They be-
gin by compulsory instead of voluntary mem-
bership, carry through with policies adopted
without real membership participation and
frequently conclude with leadership almost
completely out of touch with the members
they “represent.”

In tpday’s homogenized agriculture, many
farmers have at one time worked at city jobs
and within the ranks of organized labor. Often
these people are among the most active in the
use of their new- formd freedoms through work
in Community Farm Bureau Groups.

Every Farm Bureau family should take part
in Community Group activities. All are in-
vited. All should participate.

Those few who do not, are missing one of
the privileges of Farm Bureau membershrpr
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Community Groups-Our Real Strength

CASS VALLEY GROUP —young Sanilac county farmers ine the ti
“Do farmers need o tox reform progrem?”’ in o recent meeting held in rha Wutd
Hodge farm home. Mr. Hodge is former president of the Michigan Farm Bureay,

and currently serves on the board of directors.

Several young farmer couples

from o neighboring community were invited to take part in the meefing, with

an eye toward forming their ewn group.

There are 42 Community Groups in Sanilac, placing the county in third position
within the state. Huron county with 73 has most groups, while Washtenaw

ploces d with 50.

Florida Farmers Study
Community Group Work

“I had to see it to believe it,” said Walter Wellner, Florida
Farm Bureau board member, as he viewed Community Group

activity in Michigan.

Wellner, with several other Florida Farm Bureau leaders
including president E. H. Finlayson, and AFBF staff-member
Mack Guest, visited Michigan to study its Community Group
system with an eye toward initiating a similar program in

their state.

His first-hand look at Mich-
igan’s Community Farm Bureau
GCroup structure broadened this
viewpoint as he saw how such
activity keeps farmers up to date
on current local, state and national
problems. “A means of rural so-
cial life, a good place to propose
Farm Bureau resolutions, and a
good place to work together with
your neighbors on mutual prob-
lems,” was his analysis of Com-
munity Groups. “These are the
things lacking in states that do
not have Community Farm Bu-
reaus,” he said.

The Florida visitors attended
meetings of the “Triangle” Com-
munity Group in St. Joseph
County and the “Pioneer” Group
in Van Buren. Their host, ]. Del-

bert Wells, manager of the Fam-
ily Program Division, which
includes Community Groups
activities said, “We are proud
and honored to share our element
of success in this field with out-
side Farm Bureau groups.”

He pointed out to the visitors
that the strength and influence
of the Community Groups lies in
the voluntary members who “give
and take” in discussion periods,
represent their neighbors and
themselves with no compulsion,
threats or coercion.

“The Community Group pat-
tern is in the true American tra-
dition and therein lies the real
strength of Farm Bureau,” said
Wells. “We're glad to share this
open secret.”

THANKS RECOUNT VOLUNTEERS

Edward McLogan, in charge of the New-Con recount for
the Coordinating Committee for the New Constitution, ex-
pressed his appreciation for the fine support of Farm Bureau
volunteers who offered their assistance as watchers and

challengers.

“The issue was too important to lose by default. We were

prepared to go all the way,

" said McLogan.

Farm Bureau recount workers also have the thanks of officers,

fellow-members and staff.
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President’s Column

Food Fear Psychosis
Undermines Farmers

By Walter Wightman, President
Michigan Farm Bureau

We are hearing so much these days about
the dangers to human health because of resi-
dues of insecticides and herbicides used on
growing crops that somebody ought to call a
halt.

Recently, Alfred J. Stokely, President of
Stokely-Van Camp, Inc., told delegates at the
72nd annual convention of the General Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs that the generating of
a fear psychosis to undermine confidence in
United States food products is unwarranted.

He said the consuming public has the most
wholesome food supply in the world, and that
there is no danger of poison residues of in-
secticides in canned or frozen foods.

Mr. Stokely indicated that processors go be-
yond the procedures established by the Food
and Drug Administration, the Department of
Agriculture and other government agencies to
safeguard the Nation’s health. Canners and
processors make certain their growers use only
government-approved insect and disease con-
trol methods, and even then check closely at
the plant, and wash all raw products to assure
absolute purity.

Terming suggestions to do away with all
chemicals on crops as ridiculous, Mr. Stokely
said studies show there could be a 10 to 90%
loss in fruit and vegetable crops.

We have ample evidence that our food
supply is as good or better than it ever was.
The average age of the American people has
increased, as we all know, until we now talk
about a “Senior Citizen” problem. People are
living longer — much longer.

It doesn’t appear that the food we are eating
is injuring our health too much! We ought to
be thankful that we have all of this abundance
of wholesome food.

Did you ever stop to think that every day
that you have enough to eat, (and that is every
day) there is someone else who doesn’t have
enough, and never does?

Instead of looking an the good side and
appreciating what we have, we write books
and publish articles full of half-truths, and even
misrepresentations, and it doesn’t seem to make
much difference, just so they create enough
sensation to get people to read them.

It's hard for me to understand why we, as
citizens of this great country of oéurs— the
most richly blessed country in the world —
don’t appreciate it more than we do.

I am sure that farmers do; at least they took
care of the wheat referendum so that there is
no misunderstanding about what they think.

W. W.

Tuscola Group Sets
Good Example

“P.S.: You will forgive us if we are not as
active as the younger groups.” This postscript
appeared in the June minutes of the Liberty
Community Group of Tuscola county. A further
note of explanation stated that this Farm Bureau
group was the first to be organized in Tuscola
county and that the eleven family members who
still faithfully attend the monthly meetings are
the original members.

At a recent meeting, they honored some of
their members celebrating anniversaries and
birthdays. Among them were: Mr. and Mrs.
John Montei, 64th Wedding Anniversary; Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Lane, 54th; and Mr. and Mrs.
W. R. Kirk, 57th. Those celebrating birthdays
were the three anniversary couples plus Mrs.
Hattie Towle, all between the ages of 80 and 88.
The “youngsters” of the group, explained Mrs.
Mary Humm, secretary, are all in their seventies.

Community groups throughout the state, old
or new, consisting of members in the 20 or 85
age bracket, could take a lesson from the Liberty
Group, Tuscola county.
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Recalls Farm Bureau Growing Pains Spiraling Accident Costs

FORMER PRESIDENT BUSKIRK

“Clark Brody and I had a lot in common. We did much
together, and talked back and forth by phone every week,
often until midnight.” Eyes twinkling whenever he spoke
despite his many years and a serious recent illness, Carl
Buskirk, past president of the Michigan Farm Bureau, sat
in his favorite chair and recalled earlier days and his good

friend, Clark.

Carl, who served as president from 1945 to 1954, has
lived on his 160-acre centennial farm outside of Paw Paw
all his life, and the large comfortable rooms hold many
memories of a long and colorful history.

Although his illness has kept
him inside and prevented active
farming, it has not dampened his
love of the land and the abund-
ance it produces.

The large fruit crop, currently
about 80 acres of cherries,
peaches, plums, grapes and straw-
berries, is managed by one of
Carl’s sons, Robert, along with
his own large farming operations.

“If 1 had to describe the years
during my presidency,” said Carl
as we sat together in the living
room talking about the past, “I
guess it would be a description of
expansion and growing pains.”

“We were building up the serv-
ices of Farm Bureau in those
days, and what you might call
the ‘grass roots’ foundation of the
community groups. From a few
hundred groups in the early
1940’s, the idea grew until there
were some 1,300 by the end of
my term of office.”

Although the MFB faced many
crises during Carls administra-
tion, the one he recalled most
vividly concerned dues. Farm
Bureau delegates had voted to
increase the dues from $5 to $10
in order to expand the existing

program, and according to Carl,
it was a difficult task informing
the members of the benefits of the
new and enlarged program.

Up to that time, Carl said, the
Farm Bureau had seen substantial
increases in membership, but
when the dues increased, the
membership temporarily dropped
back.

By 1952, however, (just four
years after the increase) Farm
Bureau membership had grown
to completely overcome the de-
cline, and picked up 5000 new
members ‘to boot” Membership
continued to increase from then
on, in spite of falling farm prices,
proving the soundness of the ex-
panded program.

Aside from the dues increase,
1948 brought Carl’s appointment
to an AFBF committee sent to
Europe for 6 weeks to study the
effect of the Marshall Plan on
agriculture in Western Europe.

As he slowly thumbed through
a well-worn album, its pictures
and newspaper clippings now
browning with age, Carl would
pause for a moment and point
out a familiar face.

As the afternoon drew to a
close, Carl and I said goodbye.

It would be good to return this
summer and visit some more with
Carl in the soft easy chairs, and
to see his farm at the height of
SUmmer.

This man and- his well-managed
farm is more than an example of
modern agriculture in action; he
is a symbol of the Michigan Farm
Bureau, and the progressive lead-
ers of the past and present, who
make this the farm organization
in the state— and in the nation.

Snap Bean Industry to Have Field Day

A “Snap Bean Day”, sponsored
by the Michigan Grower-Proces-
sor Conference Committee, will
be held August 15th on Scottville-
area farms and the Stokely-Van
Camp bean canning factory lo-
cated in Scottville. The tours are
scheduled to begin at 1:00 p.m.

On display will be variety test
plots, fertilizer application com-
parisons, chemical weed control
plots, the latest mechanical har-

harvesting while in progress at
the fields.

According to the conference
committee, “The objective of this
event is to give wider recognition
to the importance of the snap
bean industry in Michigan, and
to make possible the exchange
of ideas for further improving
quality, yields and returns.”

All snap bean growers, pro-
cessors and other interested peo-
ple are invited to attend this
event.

vesting equipment, and the actual

lines & foot valves

Phone EX 6-4693

" able aluminum sprinkler irri-
. gation system can solve

e Aluminum Irrigation Pipe in all sizes in 20-30 ft. &
40 ft. lengths e Complete stock Pierce Irrigation Fittings
e large stocks gasoline & electric pumps in all sizes
e #30B Rainbird Sprinklers @ $2.91 each. All other si._zes
& capacities priced accordingly ® Alcoa Aluminum suction

HAMILTON MFG.

Your Water Headquarters

child’s play!

Even in areas having higher-
than-average rainfall, you
don’t always have water when
and where you need it. A port-

problem. You can pre-deter-
mine crop maturity, get higher
yields and better crops. Inci-
dentally, installing Alcoa®
Standard Class 150 Irrigation
Pipe is as easy as child’s play.
Find out more about irrigation
through our free irrigation
engineering service, and ask
about Alcoa's 60-month Irri-
gation System Finance Plan.

WE CHOSE
ALCOA

ALUMINUM

& SUPPLY CO.
M-21 Holland, Michigan

Society Studies Problems
Of Michigan’s Aged

Aging, both the “golden years”
and its problems are the interest
of the Michigan Society of Geron-
tology — a nonpartisan organiza-
tion of Michigan citizens.

Meetings are held two or three
times a year on subjects of inter-
est to those concerned with aging.
Selected publications are also dis-
tributed periodically to the mem-
bers.

Membership in the organiza-
tion is open to all having a legiti-
mate concern in programs de-
signed to improve the position of
aged people in our state.

With over 700,000, almost 10
per cent, of Michigan’s residents
now being 65 or over, and the
number of our aged growing
daily, your attention and support
for this organization is needed.
Fees are only $2.00 per year for
individuals and $5.00 for organ-
izations.

For application blanks write to:
Herbert Rubinstein, Membership
Chairman, Michigan Society for
Gerontology, P.O. Box 1375, Lan-
sing, Michigan.

Farm accidents killed 8,700 in
1961 — one every hour.

You Will Be
Pleased with Films
Finished at EXPERT!

Careful handling of your color or block and
white films assures satisfoction, or your
money back. 12 exposure black and white,
sparkling, Jumbe prints, 70¢; 8 exposure,
50¢. Kod lor, 12 exp e, developed,
enlarged, $3.00; B exposure, $2.00. Kodo-
h processed, 20 exp e, $1.40. Wal-
let Photos, 20 for $1.00 ppd. Fast Service.
Free Maoilers. Price List. Quality Since 1915,

EXPERT STUDIOS, Box 801-N  LoCrosse, Wis.

Bring Auto Rate Adjustments

The spiraling cost of auto accidents in Michigan is bring-
ing adjustments in insurance rates. Michigan’s highway
record has gone from bad to worse since 1961.

Accidents in 1962 jumped by 33,000 over 1961. Injuries
in ’62 continued a four-year rise, increasing by 14,000. The
record for the first quarter of 1963 indicates an even sharper
rise in accidents, injuries and deaths.

“In Farm Bureau Mutual our cost of claims rose by 34%
in 1962 over 1961,” said N. L. Vermillion, Administrative
Vice-President for Farm Bureau Insurance. “We met this
increased obligation to our policyholders. However, it was
obvious that rate adjustments were mandatory,” he added.

A thorough analysis of all factors . . . accident frequency,
mileage driven, use of car, driver age, sex and marital status
. . . was made by Farm Bureau Mutual before any changes
were recommended. These studies confirmed the necessity
of adjustments to allow the company to serve all policy-
holders on a fair and equitable basis.

“Our investigations and studies
have provided us with facts on
which to base a sound rate pro-
gram in line with today’s driving
risks,” Mr. Vermillion commented.
“For more than 14 years we have
worked to serve all Farm Bureau
Mutual policyholders with the
best protection at the lowest pos-
sible cost. We will continue to do
that with our current changes.”

Effective July 1, some Farm
Bureau Mutual policyholders will
realize slight to moderate rate
increases. Others will experience
rate reductions. Many will bene-
fit from two new opportunities
to save . . . a 109 second car
discount and lower comprehen-
sive and collision rates.

A 109 discount will now be

given on each passenger car when
two or more cars in one family

living in the same home are in-
sured with Farm Bureau Mutual.
A farm pick-up truck can qualify
your passenger car for the 109
discount.

Full-time farmers (where there
is no male driver under age 25)
will receive rate reductions for
comprehensive and collision cov-
erages. .This is possible because
full-time farmers, as a group,
have fewer accidents than drivers
in other classifications.

“Our more than 170 agents
throughout Michigan are ready to
assist policyholders in any way
possible. I urge any policyholder
who has a question on his classifi-
cation or rate to contact his local
Farm Bureau agent,” said Mr,
Vermillion. “The local agent is
the best source of specific in-
formation,” he added.

N. L VERMILLIOMN, Administrative Vice-President for Farm Bureou Insurance

Companies (left) ond Woalter Wightman, President of Michigan Farm Bureau
(right), discuss the rise in auto accidents, injuries ond deaths on Michigan high-
ways during the first quarter of 1963.

Two Barry Farmers to Host
1963 Farm Management Tour

Two Barry County farms, one featuring dairy, the other
beef cattle and hogs, have been selected as hosts for the
1963 State Farm Management Tour to be held Wednesday,

August 7, 1963.

The tour will visit the Robert Gaskill dairy farm near
Dowling, and the George C. Coats and Son’s farm at Coats

Grove.

The morning stop will be at
the CGaskill's dairy farm. Robert,
a Farm Bureau member since
1947, has farmed with his father,
Lloyd, since 1943, until last year
when he purchased his father's
interest in the farm and the pure-
bred Holstein herd.

Lloyd, who's Farm Bureau
membership dates back to 1937,
works on the farm on a part-time
basis, and has built a new home
across the road, in Dowling,

The 200-acre farm showed a
return of more than $3 for each
dollar spent on feed when the
37-cow dairy herd produced an
average of more than 12,000
pounds of 4 per-cent butterfat
milk last year.

After a noon lunch agd brief
program to be held in a nearby
county park, the tour will con-
tinue on to the Coats farm.

This 500-acre farm has been
home to five generations of Coats.
The present owners, Kendall and
Max, Farm Bureau members
since 1952, farmed with their
father George C. Coats for many
years until his retirement, al-
though the elder Coats still works
with his sons. .

According to MSU farm man-
agement specialists, it takes good
management, intensive cropping
and high yields to produce feed
for 250 choice steers and 400
feeder pigs throughout the year.
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50th State Provides

ISLAND FLOWERS, — Haowaii grows more orchids than any other country.
All photos courtesy of the Hawaiian Visitors Bureau.

“A visit to Hawaii provides a touch of the Orient within
a framework of familiarity,” report those who have visited
our new state in the Pacific. They add that Hawaii is fast
changing, becoming more like the “Mainland” each day,
— 50 the time to take a tour is now.

Through the facilities of the Hoosier Travel Service,
Michigan farmers plan to do exactly that in early October
when they leave for a two-week “farmer’s tour” of the
Hawaiian Islands. The tour is one of six currently offered
Michigan farmers and their friends through the new tour
service. Others include a “Northeast Caravan” —a trip
through ‘Sunny California” — a tour of the Pacific Orient,

“Holy Land Plli_,l‘l!'l’ld!,c and a Mexican tour of ten days.

The Hawaiian tour is scheduled to leave Chicago, Oc-
tober 5, returning October 19.

Considerable time will be spent in Honolulu and around
the island of Oahu. A very complete excursion will be
made to Molokai, Maui, the island of Kauai and the big
island of Hawaii.

What to see? Palm trees, taro patches, an infinite variety
of orchids, sugar cane and of course, pineapples. A close
look will be taken at the intricate agriculture of the islands,
built upon an abundant rainfall, volcanic soils and plenty
of sunshine.

Hawaiian agriculture has been described as the most
fascinating in the world by Masaru Sumida, president of
the 900-family-member Hawaiian Farm Bureau. A water-
cress farmer, Sumida grows most of his crop under fresh,
flowing water, and much as farmers everywhere, is con-
cerned with expanding his markets.

The tour is ideal for those who have dreamed of a
Hawaiian holiday at the end of a busy summer of hard

work.

For further details. fill out and mail this coupon to:

Information Division, Michigan Farm Burean
4000 North Grand River, Lansing 4, Michigan

SEND DETAILS OF TOURS AS CHECKED

August 15-25 NORTHEAST CARAVAN ]
August 15-September 17 PACIFIC ORIENT ]
September 4-18 SUNNY CALIFORNIA ]
September 21-Ocgober 13 HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE O
October 5-19 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS ]
November 15-24 MEXICAN TOUR |,
e Ul e e NS E SR
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Touch of the Orient

TROPICAL LAGOON, — swaying palms frings the shores of o lovely ‘lagoon on the “garden island” of Kauei, Hewaii.
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HAWAIIAN SUGAR MILL, —on the island of Ochu, produces about 60,000 tons per yeor. It is one of many on the islands.
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FARM BUREAU

WOMEN

working, not waiting . ......

=

Poodles and P;ohie-tF
Farm Women Visit

VISITORS FROM GERMANY toured Farm Bureou Center in laonsing on May 8
with their hostess, Mrs. Marjorie Karker, Coordinator of Women's Activities. They
are (seated) Mrs, Erica Feldkirchner, Hamburg; Mrs, Theda Kleveman, Ankelohe;
Mrs. Gertrude Waltking, Dorum; (standing) Miss Leni Breuer, Brake; ond Mrs.
Hertha Voelkers, Stade. The women stayed several days with Farm. Bureau
families throughout the state.

“If poodles, —why not us?” This was how it all started,
said the five German farm women who visited the Mich-
igan Farm' Bureau center on May 8. The Poodle Club of
Germany (“poodles are dogs,” they said, “the same as in
America”) had chartered a plane to the United States at
a “reasonable” price, and 144 German country women
decided they would come, too.

The group left Germany on April 23rd, and remained
in the United States for one month. Most of the visitors
stayed with relatives throughout the country, while five
toured the Mid-West following an agenda set up to pro-
vide them with a look at the best agricultural areas.

ive German
Farm Bureau

These five German country
women, all members of the Asso-
ciated Country Women of the
World, were first hosted in In-
dianapolis by the Indiana Farm
Bureau. From there they went to
Chicago where the Women's
Travel Club took them on tours of
the city, including such places
of interest as the Board of Trade
and the Merchandise Mart. The
Kalamazoo International Hospital-
ity Club was their host previous
to their visit to Farm Bureau Cen-
ter in Lansing.

Mrs. Erica Feldkirchner of
Hamburg, Germany, is a house-
wife. She belongs to both country
and city clubs and endeavors to
promote understanding between
groups, much the same as our
rural-urban projects. Mrs. Theda
Kleveman, Ankelohe, lives on a
poultry farm and Mrs. Hertha
Voelkers, Stade, has a fruit farm.

Two teachers were in the
group, —Mrs. Gertrude Waltking,

Dorum, and Miss Leni Breuer, -

Brake. Both teach girls, 18-21,
in “agricultural schools” special-
izing in home economics, govern-
ment, and things that “every good
farm wife should know.” Most of
their classes consist of country
girls, however there are a few,
they explained, who are from the

city but expect to marry farm
boys. The schools of this type
are small, —24 girls with 2 or 3
teachers. The reason for the size
is that “problems differ from one
landscape to another.”

During the summer “vacation™
months, the teachers are avail-
able to farm families for help in
arranging their homes, gardens, to
show them “how to get along
with their poultry,” and other
such problems.

Farmers in this part of Cer-
many live in villages with the
houses crowded close together on
each side of the road, with all
the land behind their homes,
—“very long and very narrow.”

is arrangement means many
roads and ditches to be taken
care of, explained Miss Breuer,
and the government is now in the
process of attempting to “rear-
range” the land —and meeting
some opposition from the farmers.

The five German ladies stayed
with host Michigan Farm Bureau
families in the counties of Living-
ston, Macomb, Saginaw, Wayne,
Kent, Mason, Northwest Mich-
igan and Jackson.

It was evident that they en-
joyed these visits to the farm
homes more than any other part
of their trip.

“It's so nice and quiet here”
was Leni Breuer’s description of
the pleasant, rambling farmhouse

of Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Moeckel,

located outside the small town of
Munith in Jackson County.

When Mrs. Moeckel hospitably
asked Leni if there was anything
she would particularly like to do,
the tall, attractive young woman
answered, “I'd love to go to the
beauty parlor.” The request was
granted. .

Some of the things which at-
tracted Leni’s attention on her
host’s general farm, reports Mrs.
Moeckel, were the black and
white Holstein cows. Her ob-
servation: “Oh, what nice, clean
cows, — just like ours back
home.” She enjoyed picking wild
flowers and also some mint from

the fields to take back to Ger-
many to make mint tea.

Twenty-five Jackson County
Farm ‘Bureau Women attended
a breakfast held in her honor at
the home of Mrs. Moeckel.

With the thrill of a familiar
greeting, “Gruess Gott und guten
Tag,” the German - visitors felt
very much at home in the com-
munity of Frankenmuth. In this
farming area, where German is
still spoken extensively, they were
house guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Otto Roedel. Mr. and Mrs. Os-
wald Geyer assisted in showing
the visitors the hospitality and
friendliness so common in their
part of the state.

Their guests were impressed
with the conveniences in house-
hold and farm machinery, but
most of all, report their hosts,
they were impressed with the
spiritual and sincere Christian life
of the community.

“We felt highly honored to
have had the privilege of being
hosts to these German country
women,” said the Roedels.

Miss Ruth Hooper, chairman of
the Gratiot County Women's
Committee, and hostess to Miss
Breuer during her stay in that
area, reports that her guest was
an avid photographer and liked
to drive along quiet country roads
to take pictures of scenery which
she thought would be of real
interest to the folks “back home.”

Since Miss Breuer is a farm-’
home “advisor” in addition to her
teaching duties, she particularly
enjoyed a visit to neighbors who
were remodeling an old home,
said Miss Hooper. She also par-
ticipated in her first game of soft-
ball and reportedly did a fair
job of both fielding and batting.

She enjoyed the close-knit, re-
laxed family living at the Hoopers.
Although she had found many
differences between the two coun-
tries, she commented, “You know,
people are all the same once you
get to know them.”

No Tears For “Onion Queen”

“Onions” in the popular word-association game would
probably bring the retort, “tears.”

For years, housewives have tried various methods of
dealing with this essential but aggravating little vegetable.
There was even a fairy-tale written about the “little princess
who could not cry” and her worried parents. who called
upon wise men from all over the world to solve this unusual
problem. After all else failed, they set the child to peeling
onions; the tears ran freely and thereafter, she was normal.

But to Mrs. Ben Bosgraaf, wife of the “Onion King” from
Hudsonville, “Europe” would be a likely synonym for
onions. Recently returned from a three-week visit to nine
European countries, Mrs. Bosgraaf has many wonderful
memories of such things as the sight of flags flying from
the Parliament buildings in London, castles in Denmark,
the breath-taking beauty of the snow-covered mountains in
Austria, and the miles of spring flowers in The Netherlands.

MR. AND MRS. BEN BOSGRAAF, Hudsonville, are shown before boarding the
plane which took them to Europe for meetings with onion importers, arranged by
the Farm Bureau Trode Development Corporation, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

It all started last November
when the Bosgraafs received an
order for 100,000 fifty-pound
bags of dry onions through the
Farm Bureau Trade Development
Corporation in Rotterdam, The
Netherlands. Despite many com-
plications due to the East Coast
dock strike, the orders were filled
and customers were happy with
the quality of the onions supplied
by Ben Bosgraaf & Son.

Mr. Bosgraaf, on the theory
that it’s a good policy to know the
people with whom you do busi-
ness, decided to “get acquainted”
with his European customers, to
find out how they liked the prod-
uct he had to offer, receive their
suggests for improvement and set
up future sales.

They made contacts with nu-
merous onion importers in five
countries, arranged by the Farm
Bureau Trade Development Corp-
oration. Not only were they able
to get a clearer picture of the
European market and its needs
in relation to quality and quantity
of onions, they were also able to
combine their business with
pleasure.

Mrs. Harriet Langeland, Ottawa
County news reporter, states that
the Bosgraafs were particularly
fascinated by the combination of
old and new in Europe,—French
bread sold without any wrapper
and carried around like a stick

of wood, milk being ladled out by
the measure, bikes for transporta-
tion, oxen teams and horses for
farming — in contrast with mod-
ern cars, trucks and coin dispen-
sers for clothing, food and flowers.

In London, they visited the
American Embassy where they
met Robert Anderson, Minister of
Agriculture; Buckingham Palace
and Windsor Castle, as well as
one of the firms with which they
had done business during the
past year. They attended one of
the firm’s. auctions where they
were selling lemons from Cali-
fornia, oranges from Spain, onions
from Africa, carrots from Israel,
grapefruit from Trinidad, apples
from New Zealand, potatoes from
Egypt, etc.

At Rotterdam, The Nether-
lands, the Farm Bureau Trade
Development Corporation is lo-
cated on the top floor of one of
the newest and largest office
buildings in Europe. Mr. H. H.
Alp, managing director, took the
Bosgraafs on a tour of Rotter-
dam’s harbor, largest in the
world. They attended a flower
and vegetable auction where
products are brought by barge
down the canals that run through
the auction houses.

A visit to Denmark, Germany
(where they spent a day in the
divided city visiting both East
and West Berlin), Switzerland,
France and Belgium completed
their “wonderful and interesting
experience” —the results of
which they hope will be orders
for onions, . . . onions, . . . and
more onions!

CHARLEVOIX WOMEN
HOLD RURAL-URBAN
LUNCHEON

The Charlevoix County Farm
Bureau Women held a Rural-
Urban luncheon for their “city
sisters” at Boyne City in early
May with a total of 75 ladies
present.

Mrs. William Parsons, county
Women's chairman, acted as
Mistress of Ceremonies for the
annual event. “What Farm Bu-
reau is and Means” and the close
bonds between rural and urban
women was explained by Mrs.
Ardeth Wieland, Dist. 10W
Women'’s Chairman.,

The Boyne City High School
mixed choral group, under the di-
rection of music instructor Her-
bert Parrott, rendered several
numbers, all favorably received
by the women.

Dr. Christian Jensen, a mem-
ber of the People-to-People Foun-
dation, fascinated his audience
with colored slides taken during
his visit to Russia last October.
His pictures consisted mainly of
the “common people” of Russia,
many of them farmers, children
and young people. In some of
the areas, Dr. Jensen explained,
the People-to-People unit was the
first American group ever to visit,

The Charlevoix F. B. Women
report that several of the urban
ladies enjoyed the day so much,
they asked to be invited again

next year.
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Gratibt*County, WOmen'
Hold Annual Banquet

Approximately 100 persons attended the Gratiot County
Farm Bureau Women’s annual banquet held recently at
- Alma College. A buffet-style dinner, entertainment by the
Alma College Singers, interesting remarks by a German
visitor, and an address on “The Two Sides of Freedom”
rounded out the evening program.

Novel favors in the form of miniature pocket aprons
attracted attention at the well-planned dinner. Each
contained the printed program, the objective of the
Women’s Committee and a “Thought,” —a clever poem
about “Ma’s Tools” and the magic she can perform with
a piece of soap, string or hay wire. Mrs. Henry Heil of
Carson City served as toastmistress.

Miss Leni Breuer of Germany, special guest at the
dinner, spoke to the group about her work as a teacher,
and the type of farming in her country. Miss Breuer and
four other German country women were guests of the
Michigan Farm Bureau for a week of their month-long
stay in the United States. The George Hooper family
of Alma was pleased to have Miss Breuer as their house

guest during her visit to Gratiot County.

Donald Kinsey, Coordinator of
Education and Research for the
Michigan Farm Bureau, likened
the two sides of the problem of
being free to the Berlin Wall
“On one side stands the principle
that men should have the right
to make their own decisions and
to use or create opportunities for
their own advancement. . . . On
the other side lies the principle
of control over all individuals,
with the state determining what
levels of opportunity shall be
availabie and directing the major
decisions of the individual,” said
Mr. Kinsey.

“We in America have been
entering an era of uncertainty.
Regardless of the nature of a

public issue, people are demand-
ing that they be given ‘both sides’
of the questions,” he explained.
“When we demand to hear both
sides of an issue where freedom
is involved and challenged, we
shake the foundation on which
freedom rests. Where men are
not certain that freedom is proper,
it dissolves and vanishes. Where
they do not recognize it in a
basic public issue, freedom slips
through their fingers.”

* Mr. Kinsey, an expert on the
subject of freedom, was awarded
the George Washington “Cold
Medal” honor certificate from the
Freedoms  Foundation at Valley
Forge in 1961.

Michigan Week Project Year-round
Program for

Tuscola Women

July 1, 1963

Introducing mm

THE AMAZING NEW

- MULTI-PURPOSE
TUBE-LUBE GREASE

B-660 is truly the most perfect k e
grease ever offered . . . brought |

to you by Farmers Petroleum. ;

New additives really protect ‘ 5

against rust and corrosion .

iﬁproved for top load-carrying MULTI-PURPOSE

capacity . . . scientifically blend- 19 BE-LUBE GREASE

UNITED CO-OPERATIVES, INC. * ALLIANCE, OHIO

ed for all-weather efficiency. '

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY

“ADVENTURES IN WORLD UNDERSTANDING” was o Michigan Week project of
the Tuscola Form Bureau Women. Shown are five of the 74 foreign students

who visited farm fomilies in Tuscola County. They rep t the of
Colombia, Bolivia ond Kuwait. The successful project will become a year-round

OFFER

30 tube case of new B-660
plus a Model 400

county activity.

The Tuscola County Farm Bu-
reau Women have done it again!
Never known to do things in
half-way measures, they planned
a “small” project for Michigan
Week which avalanched into the
largest of its kind ever to be
carried out in that county.

Their original - plan was to
assist in giving an honest im-
pression of American people by
inviting “about fifteen” foreign
students into their farm homes
to spend a week-end. Word of
this invitation spread rapidly
through the Ecumenical Center,
the Protestant Foundation for In-
ternational Students at the Uni-
versity of Michigan at Ann Arbor.

The result? Seventy-four for-
eign students representing 22
countries got a real look at life
on an American farm. With the
aid of Rev. Wm. Lutz, Mayville,
and MFB Regional Representa-
tive, Duane Sugden, the Tuscola
Farm Bureau Women arranged a

week-end for students from Japan,
Korea, Turkey, Israel and many
other countries. Forty “host”
farm families took part in the
project.

‘Mrs. Clare Carpenter, chair-
man of the Tuscola Women's
Committee and head of *this
project, comments, “My heart is
full from the gratitude received
not only from the foreign stu-

dents but from the kind people

in this county who were given the
opportunity to participate.”

The overwhelming success of
this special Michigan Week proj-
ect has encouraged the Tuscola
Farm Bureau to make this a year-
round program in an effort to
promote world understanding. A
special county committee will be
set up for the administration of
this program to extend invitations
and process requests for visits by
students and visitors from other
lands.

Load-a-matic grease gun

VALUE #12.95

A

FARMERS

PETROLEUM

4000 N. Grand River

B-8460 has undergone the most
rigid tests and has met or
surpassed all requirements.

See your local Farmers Petro-
leum Dealer or Direct Distribu-
tion Agent for this special
offer.

e/
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Lansing
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Ann Arbor’s WPAGoes to 5,000 Watts

1050 on the dial, plus 5,000
watts of broadcast power add up
to one of Michigan's most power-
ful agricultural radio stations —
WPAC.

With its recent power increase
from 1,000 to 5,000 watts on
Mayv 14th, Ann Arbor's WPACG
is now able to offer its services
to a greater portion of Michigan's
agricultural community.

As Farm Editor,
Heath, sums up his

Howard
program-

ming philosophy, “I try to pro-
vide scrvices that facilitate day-
to-day farm living, and also share
with my listeners their successes

and failures, attempting to bring
radio back into the home.”

From his humble once-a-week,
10-minute country and western
show originated in 1946, Heath
has continually changed his pro-
gram’s format to the present daily
Farm and Home Hour.

It's only natural that Heath
should have an interest in agri-
culture. He was born on a farm,
and is presently living on and
operating a farm of his own. In
fact, the whole Heath family now
operate almost 3,000 acres in the
Milan area.

PHOME-TO-HOME NEWS—In keeping with Heath’'s “Service for day-to-day farm

living”, market and weacther information heard on WPAG’s Farm and Home Hour
is no older than 20 minutes when heard by farmers within range of the station’s

5,000 wott voice.

A VERY BUSY MAN—Heath takes on
active part in the ogricultural activities
in his area, including service club talks
and farm tours for local school children.

FARM RADIO

listening orea.

“"ON THE GO!"—The mobile sound studio enables Heath to toke
his show on the road, covering events such os the state 4-H show in East Lansing,
the Washtenaw County FB's “City Night”, and the many fairs throughout the

CLOSE RELATIOMSHIP WITH FARM BUREAU—Heath interviews Washtenaw County
FB public relations committee chairman, Frank Hoggard, as part of WPAG's con-
tinuing effort to give listeners up-to-the-minute reports on late-breaking news
affecting the agricultural community.

ONE OF THREE TOWERS—This 234-foot
signal tower helps push WPAG's agri-
cultural voice tp Michigan’s northern
borders.
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MORE THAN 60,000 head of BEEF are
on FARM BUREAU'S BEEF FEEDS!

The two Marshall brothers, Edward and Richard, of Concord have found that accurate feeding
procedures pay off. Feeding 250 head of steer between them, they averaged $59.54 return, per
head, over feed and steer costs. They got $1.95 return for each dollar of feed cost. These figures
were verified by the Michigan State University Farm Accounting System. Naturally, Farm Bureau
feeds played an essential role in making their operation a profitable one. Both Ed and Dick have
been feeding Farm Bureau Beef Supplement 55% with Stilbestrol for the past four years and

have been in the forefront of the Michigan beef raising industry.

SEE YOUR LOCAL FARM BUREAU DEALER FOR QUALITY FEEDS AT ECONOMICAL PRICES

FARM

EA

LANSING 4, MICHIGAN

feeds.

All Farm Bureau feeds
are tested under con-
trolled conditions to
bring you the finest

“We've Shown Our
Biggest Profits on
Farm Bureau’s Beef

Feeding Program”

ED MARSHALL

DICK MARS
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Extension-A Service for People With Initiative

DISCUSSION TOPRPIC

Prepared by the Education and Research Department

Michigan Farm Bureau

Men are given to the habit of looking at things through
narrow slots. They often get-a limited view of what is
there. This is true of a program which has served agricul-
ture and the people of the nation in ways that few people

fully realize.

In the Cooperative Extension Service we find a pro-
gram which, primarily dedicated to working with agri-
culture, serves the people of our land as a whole, both
directly and indirectly. Its program is aimed at improving
the ability of folks of all ages to deal with problems in a
changing and complex world — on the farm and in the

community.

To accomplish this, the Extension Service brings to
people the best of up-to-date information and know-how.
People then apply these facts and skills to their daily prob-
lems and practices. Extension’s work becomes an action
program at the personal level.

It is not a “Do For”, but rather a “Do With” program.
It coaches people to carry the ball themselves — effec-
tively. People learn how to lift themselves to new levels

of living.

How vital this contribution of the Extension Service
is — if we are to have a farm-family-managed agriculture!
The farm family must grow in knowledge and capacity
for self-dependence. Otherwise, others will step in and
assume management of the farm for them.

The Extension Service is a problem solving aid for those
who use it. Agriculture needs the help of the Extension
Service more urgently than ever before. The pressures
and demands of the modern world exceed any that the

farmer has faced in the past.

These pressures demand higher
efficiency. They come from many
sources —demands of the market,
new uses of land, competition
with other and substitute prod-
ucts, tax pressures and demands
for exact record-keeping and the
rising technology in the whole
economy. What does efficiency
mean? Why must it be im-
proved?

A simple fact sharpens the pic-
ture. Farm costs are rising
rapidly. Farmers are struggling
to survive in a world of planned
inflation. Wages of industry are
also forced into a continuing up-
ward spiral. Taxes are going into
orbit. If the farmer is to keep
his head above water in such a
surge of increasing expenses he
must:

1. Sharply improve his man-
agement practices to cut down on
unnecessary costs, and

2. Produce and sell enough
products at a price which yields
enough income to overcome the
cost spiral. He must out-pace the
“break-even point” to realize a
living income.

These, in part, are the ingre-
dients of efficiency. They create
a problem. Extension has had the
role of helping farmers meet this
problem. In our modern economy
it has been a problem of survival.

Nature challenges the farmer's
survival, too. New plant and
animal diseases constantly appear.
Old diseases surge back to reach
epidemic proportions. New in-
sects plague the farmer's fields
— such as the Japanese and the
Cereal beetles so recently invad-
ing Michigan.

One way to assure disaster on
the farm and a threat of famine in
our land, would be to knock out
all research and information for
the control of such menaces.

The opposite of a “Silent
Spring” —as described by Author
Rachel Carson, can be the starv-
ing, howling mobs, rioting for
food. Agriculture must keep
ahead of such problems. The role

of the Extension Service is to
stand guard over the nation’s food
supply. Tomorrow we will have
more millions in our cities.

The world of the farmer’s mar-
kets presents a changing scene.
At its base is the vast consumer
body — the ultimate user of farm
products. At the heart of the
farm market is a vast system of
transportation, handling and
processing, grading operations,
packaging and merchandising
programs.

The modern market challenges
the farmer even before he plants
his fields. There are questions of
variety and quality which bring,
or fail to bring, a good price.
There are problems of supply
carry-over and where these sup-
plies are located. Folks talk in
new terms— the “shelf-life” of
food products, “consumer appeal”
and “loss leader selling.” Farmers
face new grading standards, new
health regulations.

The competition for such a
market becomes keener. The fac-
tory, the farm and the chemical
laboratory all make their bid.
New synthetic foods appear to
challenge price relationships and
nutritional values.

Problems of financing the farm
and its operations also grow. In-
vestment in land, livestock and
buildings has been increasing.
New practices and policies in
credit and debt-servicing become
necessary, The farmer has to
plan well. Contracts of all sorts
begin to become part of the
farmer’s daily existence. It all
calls for better record-keeping —
farm accounting skill.

In such a scene programs in-
volving the whole farm family
develop. What of the future of
the children of the farm? What
of home improvement for daily
living?

In all this changing world, the
Extension Service becomes the
farmer’s “right hand man.” Many
farmers have not had the benefit
of formal college training which

brings the needed skills to meet
the problems that arise. But the
Extension Service provides an on-
the-farm opportunity to develop
them.

The farmer’s need does not end
on the farm and in the home.
He lives in a growing, changing,
expanding community. Pressures
change the picture of the school
problems of his community. New
needs arise for roads. The neigh-
borhood often includes many
new-comers.

Junk yards settle in the vicinity.
Business enterprises — desirable
or undesirable — may appear.

The farm family wishes to keep -

the community a desirable place
in which to live. Problems of
community growth become per-
sonal problems. The farm family
must be citizens of the community
and take part in its development
and planning. Life is affected by
developments beyond the line
fences.

It is a changing world. The
Extension Service must change its
forms of help to match the
changes. But again —it must
center its efforts in peoplz. Peo-
ple need and want a world to
enjoy. They need help in under-
standing that world and in help-
ing to create it.

Why so much stress on people?
There’s a reason. People so often
forget just what it is that the
Extension Service emphasizes.
Politicians, legislators and con-
gressmen can forget this too.
Tney may overlook it in their
appropriations for the programs,
or in their proposals for Exten-
sion’s future.

Take the case of Dr. Willard
Cochrane, for example. Dr.
Cochrane is the Director of Agri-
cultural Economics of the
US.D.A. He recently made a
recommendation which would
threaten the very life of the Ex-
tension Service. This recommen-
dation calls to mind the fable of
the blind man who got hold of
the elephant’s tail and thought it
was the whole elephant — “very
like a piece of rope.”

To Dr. Cochrane, the whole
farm scene became one of “sur-
pluses” and the dollars they were
costing. He was looking at things

only. He forgot that people and
their needs were part of the pic-
ture.

Based on this narrow view of
things, Dr. Cochrane came to a
strange conclusion. 1. Surpluses
must be cut—and this means
government control of production,
marketing and people. 2. The
“inputs” going into production
(land, labor, capital, etc.) must
be reduced. 3. Farmer education
is an “input.” Improving “know-
how” helps to increase production.

Therefore!  Educational pro-
grams to farmers should be re-
duced! This strikes directly at
the aid given to farmers by the
Extension Service!

Under this sort of proposition
the people would pay. Dr. Coch-
rane’s proposal would not only
shut off progress in agriculture
but would become a formula to
leave people in ignorance of in-
formation and methods needed to
help them be effective in this
complicated world.

The American standard has al-
ways been “the greatest educa-
tional opportunity for evervone,
regardless of his situation.” Now
censorship is suggested for the
farmer — a rationing of knowl-
edge, downward. It would leave
the farmer floundering in endless
problems. He would be more
dependent.

In recent years, the Extension
Service has given information, un-
derstanding and guidance to 10
million families, 2 million 4-H
Club members, 6 million home-
makers and thousands of coop-
eratives, marketing organizations
and firms, farmers’ organizations
and communities in 3,000 coun-
ties of the nation.

Without this help, farmers
could not have surviced under
modern pressures. Food would
become scarcer and therefore
more expensive. The consumer,
who has enjoyed more and better
foods for no greater share of his
income, would have to spend
more for food and would have
less for other desirable goods.

It is vitally important that peo-
ple in government — those who
control policy and the purse
strings —realize “in the full”
what the Extension Service has
done for people, and its vital role
in our living American scheme
of things! Irreplaceable losses
must come from cutting back
such programs or shutting off the
necessary funds.

There was debate on the floor
of the Michigan Legislature this
Spring, considering a cut in the
funds for the Extension Service
programs. The legislature’s exam-
ination of these programs was a
very' limited one. Only a few
minutes were given for a review
of these broad programs. But a
move was made that holds prom-
ise. The legislature established a
5-man committee to take a closer
look at what Extension is doing.

This is good. If the legislature
opens the panorama of Extension
work, its value to the people of
Michigan will then become clear
and the support of the programs
will be seen as worth while.

As it now stands, the budget
appropriations for 1963-64 re-
main the same for Extension and
Research (in total) as for a yvear
ago. This is basically a cut in
the Extension budget, since $80,-
831 was taken from the Extension
funds and given to Research.
Extension faces inflation, too.
Programs cost more. Cuts must
be made somewhere. Extension
workers are cut from the list.
This is an erosion of the program
at a time when demands for
services — and the people’s need
for help — continued to grow.

Farm Bureau people have no
“seat in the balcony” in this mat-
ter. Neither are they merely
actors in the play. They are peo-
ple who have need of the Exten-
sion Service—and who have
benefited from its help in the
past. And, from where they sit,
the Extension Service has reason
to be proud of the job it has done.
More than they know, the people
of Michigan have many reasons
to thank the Cooperative Exten-
sion Service.

Questions

1. Describe various ways in
which the Extension Service can
be (or has been) of definite
service to members of the fami-
lies in your Community Farm
Bureau.

2. Will future problems of
the farm, family and commu-
nity require or be aided by the
help from the Extension Serv-
ice? Can you cite some prob-
lems where Extension’s help
may be useful?

3. How do you react to the
proposal that “on-the-farm ed-
ucational work” should be cut
down?
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Rise in Auto Accidents
Increases Our Responsibility
to Policyholders....

N. L. Vermillion, Administrative Vice President
Farm Bureau Insurance Companies of Michigan

‘Deaths and injuries on Michigan highways have reached an emergency stage. This in-
crease started last year when accidents jumped by 33,000 over 1961 The injury volume
continued a four year rise, increasing by 14,000. The first four months of 1963 shows
an even sharper rise in accidents, injuries and deaths.

- What does this record mean to the insurance industry and to you . . . the policyholder?

First, the industry in 1962 paid nearly $74 million
for the deaths and injuries. Damage to cars and

?SJ:?E;* 327 other property totaled more than $83 million.
ACCIDENTS* Farm Bureau Mutual’s responsibility to its pol-

icyholders, in terms of claims paid, rose by 34%
in 1962 over '61. We met this increased obliga-
tion to our policyholders.

COST (in millions)*

*From State Police reports
**From statistics of the Michig

Second, our continuing studies of accident frequency, mileage driven, use of car and

- other factors indicated that rate adjustments were necessary to maintain a fair dis-

tribution of these increased costs. While some Farm Bureau Mutual policyholders will
receive slight to moderate rate increases . . . many will benefit from two new advantages:

LOWER COMPREHENSIVE AND COLLISION RATES . .. Full time farmers (where there
is no male driver under age 25) will receive rate reductions for comprehensive and
collision coverages. This is possible because full time farmers, as a group, have fewer
accidents than drivers in other classifications.

109 SECOND CAR DISCOUNT ... A 10% dis-
count will now be given on each passenger car
when #fwo or more cars in one family living in

the same home are insured with Farm Bureau
, Mutual. A farm pick-up truck can qualify your
passenger car for the 109} discount.

Our new auto rate structure will permit us to continue to serve all of our policyholders
in a fair and equitable manner. We are dedicated to providing the best protection plus
the best agent and claim service, at the lowest possible cost. We will continue to meet
this responsibility to each Farm Bureau policyholder. :

Over 200 Farm Bureau agents and adjusters are ready to serve policyholders throughout
Michigan. Your local Farm Bureau agent can answer any specific questions you may
have. See or call him. He’ll be pleased to serve you.

“Building Confidence thru Service”’

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE

 MICHIGAN FARM NEWS

C OMPANIE S Q. B ..M E-C'H 70 A N

Farm Bureau Life » Farm Bureau Mutual » Community Service
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