\_‘?/‘?/é:?

v e bie

Tos News Medis
From: Grand Mere Associsbtiom

The Crand Mere Association at present is holding off legal
action not to offset the recent Lincoln Township Board's de-
gision of regoning the northern 1/3 area of Grand Mere.

About, two years ago, April, 1965, the Tommship officigis
first waveiled plans for the development of the entire area with
these words quoted from superviser Harry Gast through the News
Falladium.

"Regoning of the gres from its present
residentisl status e industrial is re-
garded as a mere formality unless
neighborhood osbjections showld pose some
unforseen problems, The Lincoln Tewnship

board have already expressed full asccord
on the project.”

This complete aceeptance by the Board for resoning the mest
significant natural sres in Southwestern Michigan for cammercial '
and industrial developmen® without bothering to consult bowmship
residents led to the formation of the Crand Mere Associastion
m-mmmw,, not enly people who live in Crand
Mere, but people who live in other parts of the Township,
County mfil Statedn/ 747/

In the 23 menths since April, 1965, we feel we have
sccompiished mueh for the people of this Tounship and others.
Soms of these secemplishments ave: '

1. Caused the towmship suthorities to leok more fully

at thie particular project as well as their soning
laws gensrally, which in turn has ulhd in the
following:

a) A sand mining cordinance

b) Expansion of basic classifications, adding
"limited industrial?” and "Marina¥®




Page 2

2. A great redustion in the srea of resoning - the
main dune area is still residentisl

3. A need for preserving open land for future public use
Even with part of this area rezoned, we will continue with our
goals which are:

1. Action at the Toumship, County, or State level to
acquire land for present znd future recreational and
outdcor educatiom needs. Specifically we would like
to see the establistment of county parks cammission.
We requested this of the county board over a year
ago and we repsat this request at this tims,

2. Public agwuisition of the remainder of the Grand Meve
area.

3. A Watchdog role to see that the Township officials
use the tools of "Flamed Development of Crand Mere®
We intend to make sure that engineering feasibility
studies, Corp of Engineers aspproval and a time table
sre solved prior to any marine development sc this
becomes a reality in the forsseeables future and not
just a large scale sand mining project as we have
predicted.,

k. A long term study of the econmomics of this area.

Township Supervisor Harry Ga#t has publiecly stated that he
will both sncourage and work with any group to acquire a portion
of the lake frontage for a local park. We will work with him,
the Conservation Department and the land owners with hopes that
the public cgn some day lay claim to the ouwnership of Grand Mere
for purposes of outdoor recreation. As we have stated in the
past, recreational aveas are and will continue to be in short
supply. We will continually urge our public officials - local,
state, and national,to back measures that will insure our futurs
generations of adequate recreational fagilities, We are confident
that the time is near when the long range esthetic values of natural
areas will be recognized as of greater significance than the

immediatbe short term gains.



