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" "The gommnity of Travergse City was without a general hospital un-
%11 1915 when the late Dr. James Decker Munson, Superintendent of the
Traverse Oity State Hoepital, wes instrumental in oreating a General
Hospital Division of the Btate Hoepitel by Act. Ne. 33, Public Acts
of 1915. An old building on the Siate Hospital grounds was set up
with a hed ecapacity of 23, This aserved as the general hoapitrl for
this recion until 1925.

Geriein profits accrued from the operrtion and, with this money
as a nucleus, a new structure was bullt at the present eitie .on the
north end of the Btate property. Additional funde were advanced from
the General Fund, with a fotal expenditure of approx: ely §250,000.
The building wae complete in 1925 with a eapacity of {55
named the James Deeker Munson Hospital, although legally it was still
the Genersal Horpital Divizion of the Stete Hoaspitel. Funds advanced
fromt the Gemeral Fund as a loan were later oneselled by the Governor
and Adminstrative Board.

g

Soon after the opening of thér%ospit,al, the Hannah-Lay-Korgan
Aintersets bullt a convalescent pavilion on the north end of Munsom
Hospitel. In 1935, the Children's Fund of M‘Lohlg‘an asked permission
to ereet a Clinis adlacent to the Munson Hospital. With the aid of a
Legislative Aot. No. 39 of 1935, ground was leased and the Clinie
building completed in 1936. This Clinic was built to care fer pedia~
tric problems and isz affiliated with the P%trias Bepartment of the
Dniversity of Michigen Medical School. It under the aontrol of the
Children's Fund of Michigan until May 1, 1954, at walch time the leass
explres. There gre 19 beds on the third floor of the Glinic building
which are opersted by the Munson Hospital.

With the establishment of the Central Michigen Children's Clinie,
it was a_neturel sequence thal faoilities be made avelleble Tor the care
of orippled shildren. In 1938, the Hannah-Lay-Morgan Pavilion was cep-
verted into wards, with the addition of about beds, largely for the
use of the Orthopedle Department of the Munson ospital. At the same
time it wos necessary to establish a complete physlotherapy department.
Thé Kiwanis Club of Traverase City sponsored a therapeutic pool donating|
84,800.00 for that pirpose.  The Muneon Hospital added some 35:500.00
from eernings to complste the Fhysiotherapy Deperiment including a brace
shep, eguipment end materlale. At about the same time, the X-Ray Do-
partment was enlarged and new diegnostic and therapsutie equipment pur-
chesed. With the establishment of these departments, unconditional ape
gmﬁ, ?f thzhh0§plt§1 wa.g obteineds from the Michigen Crippled Children's

mmission, € Ameriean OUollege of Surgeons, a&s we i
and Ameriean Hospital Aasoniatiane. 2 . velias R Nichinen

Utilities, such es steam, hot water, 1 d

s 3 laundry, ete., were provided
by :he Traverae E!}ty Stete Hospltal and :':harged tx; the b,lunscn Euaaitul
i\‘un..b Some utiliiies, such as electricity, were purchaged diredtly
rom the city of Traversc Jity. Other pupnlies wers requisitloned and

vurchaced through the Central Pr rehaging Department at Lansing.



.~ under the direct supervision of the State
. Superintendent appointed by the Jommisgio

During a1l of thie time, the-Munson Hopplital wee sdministered by
the edministrative staff of the Sgate Hospital. As the number of ad-
missione of bed patients increase ; it became evident that some change
in the Mungon Hosnitsl's status should be accomplished. Aften carefyl
oonsideration of the problem by loesl citizens and the Michigan State
Hospital Commigsion, speaial legi-lation was intuoduced and pessed by
Act. No. 129 of the 1945 3tate Leglslature, separating the Muncon Hospital
from the TPraverse City State Hospital. Thie peparation beocme effective
on April 27, i94s, making Munson Hospitael a geparate State institution
Hoapital Commission, with a

ar e n, and a local advigory board

II.

With the tremendous inorease in use of hoespital beds, Munson
Hoopltal heoeme over-growded and had a long waiting list. It was
evident to intereated local oltizens that an exXpengicn was rapidly
beconingz necessary. Plans were made to ralse Tunde for such sn Bx~
pengion end during the summer of 1946, pledges were made for §540,000.
to be paild over a period of five years. At the present writing
Februar 43), anoroximately £315,000.00 of thie smount is held in
e2eh or zevernment hondg.

The logal Advimory Beard created more interegt amcng the leeal
people in the problems of the loeal hoapitel, and, for a pwmber of
reasons, 1t wes Telt thai the wnit should have more looal oonbrol. Con~
Baquentiy, further legielation wra deemed adviesble. In 1947, authority
wes given by Aet. 223 of the 1947 to the Deperfuent of Mental Health
(formerly the State Hoapital Commission) to lease the existing hog-
pitel, including all of ifie land, bulldinge, equizment, ete., Tor &
term of fifty years to oA non-profit eerperation. Such a gerporstion
wag formed and the lemse put into effeot on Jamary 1, 1948. &

Jdames Decker Munson Hospital Corporation consists of & Eoard of eleven
membera and a Heepitel Memberghip of 100. The lease calls for an annuasl
rentrl of cne dollar. Plang are now under wey %o expand the existing
facilitiee by the erection of a nes wing: and alteration, in part, of
the existing building.

In 1948, the Oongresa passed the Hill-Burton Act under wiiich Aot
federal money 1s made avallable to the various States ss grente-in-aid
Tor the aonstrnetion of new, or the expension of existing hospital
beds. There are pertein rules and regulationa set down by the Aot .
governing the use of such funds. The Munson Hoapitel Board hopes to i
ghare in thege faderel funda and hag made moolleation for a grant which
would make availashle 1ty perernt more than the amount railsed locally.
In order %o qurlify, it ip neceasary for the Board tc have title ta the
property. Ceonaeauently, a request is now being mede in the form of
leglslation which would trapafer the title of the James Decker Munaon
Hsepitel, Inc., from the State to the existing Corporeticn
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