"Doctor pioneers twist on surgery
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quicker using
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TRAVERSE CITY — Whon for
mer Traverse City Mayor Frank
Stulen learned he had prostate
cancer um summer, the 76 year.
old o _caneorn
besides the disguosls; e didat
wrant sursery o deley o bloycle

p be had planned in Tialy.

“Stalen ook the trip, o his

surgery Monday and is looking
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eers new twrst on prostate surgery

forward o belng active again In
two weeks because of the kind of

Michael Harcis, a Traverse City
arologist, bas davs
method that actually uses u pro-
o 004 toc daiog

codure dutlng
prostate s

Toelslon noa: (s axtus Insisd af
through the abdomen, a5 is moro

remave lymph nodes to see if the
cancer had spread, Harris said,

Hut prostate cancer is being
detected much earlier because of
since the
19605, and a3 a result can-
e ek loss likely lo have
spread to the lymph nodes, he
said Harris has incorgorated Inta
his surgery new equipment that
Belps him seo bettor through the

Hyaliouses mathods develoged
i ubdominel surgery to reduce
the risk of |u;= bl-uder com.wl
&nd sexual

"The iroetats 1t dland thal sur-
rounds the neck of tho bladder
and urethra in @en. It scerotos o
lluhhhllh]mﬂnranmlul uid.
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Gange, who has known Harrl

worsliy of Keatucky, said he was
skoptical at first Now, though,
ho's convineod it's the Fight way
togo.

Joha McComnell, u lesding
expert in prostale surgery ot the
Unlversity of Texas, said ho wos-
't familiar with Harris' new toch-
nigue. Ile cautioned ogainst call-
ing it & major impravement until

but said he could see how i
would speed recovery rates
some,

Jahn Donohue, another expert
who is professor emeritus at Indi
ana University Medic:
familiar Harri ults,
There's nat a “huge tochnical
advantage" to the Harris mothod,
but it is as good In removing can-

13

It's a definite contribution to the community to
have it available.
John Donohue,
Indiana University Medical Center

cor us the abdomiaal moach
and patients skould be mare com.
fortable, he sald.
's 1 defiaile contribution to
the e community to have It avail
able,” he said

Harris has developed a cur-
riculum that ineludes having sur-
geons watch him in surgery in
order to learn his modified tach-
nique,

Prostste cancor is the leading
eause of cancer in men and their
second lending cancor killer.

About 320,000 men are diagnosed

e
taking a risk
of exporiencing its major side
O bladder control

nnd impotenc
Prostate cancer Is slow growlng.
As a rosult, many men Stulen's
have the in
Orde to avold hoee ‘Droblome, in
addition to the dangers of anes-
thesia, el said. They fgure
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sy abdominal surg re apt
o remove all the cancer in the
prostate itsolf, Harris said he's
had just s good resulls.

logical Clinic
ke cxw, m-h is sold on it He
learned the procedure

reelk io ol uonk

e !itulmnxaluw!ry

o lsargmore. Ho's dona 83 of the

surgerifs with s tetholque.
camzy ¢ Munson by

& IBlAk € will revalationtas
urology,” Gange said.
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they may dic of heart disease o
suma ke -srmm first.

active and
huuluwmut his chances of living
long

Rik wite, Dutty, want hoae s day
:.Inenuugryrmpma toatlonst

whu had abdominal surgery. He
ean be physically active b two
wetks. compsred to about six
weeks' with the other surgory,
Harris said.

Stulen snid ive asked four or flve
friends about their expericnces
with prostate surgery, One had
had su from Harris and
#verything went well, Tle wanted

ho'd have good blad-
der control 50 ho could remain

active bicyeling and skiing.
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| Dr. Steven Gange, left, and Dr. Michael Harris of Munson Med-
| ical Cenfer talk with patient Frank Stulen Tuesday.
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