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STATEMENT
OF LIBRARY
DIRECTORS

‘Hepari of Year's Work Ending
Bpril 16, 1913,

500 BOOKS ADDED

Much Inferest Has Been Shown by
Woman’s Progressive League and
Cltizens in General--Board Suf-
fored Great Loss By the
Death of Mr. Dana.

Ninth annual report of the Directors
of the Niles Public library for the year
ending April 16, 1913, is given below:
lo the common cauncll of the city of

Niles,

Gentlemen: The Directors of the
Niles Public Library, herewith submit
their annual reports in pursuance of the
statute in such case made and provided.

SECRETARY’S REPORT.

At the first meeting of the board in
the year just ended, the following offi-
cers were elected:

President, W. W. Newman.

/f President Vice, F. C. Dean.

/| Treasurer, Mrs. Louise Jerome.
/i Secretary, A. J. Hillman.

The president of the board appointed
the following comimittees:

Building and grounds: Mra, W. W.
Dresden, Miss Alice Quimby, Rev. F.
Rahn.

Books: Fred C. Dean, Mrs. W. L
Tyler, Rev. F. Raby, E. C. Dana.

Finance: E. C. Dana, Miss Alice
Quimby, Mrs. W. L. Tyler.

ss_Orrill P. Coolidge.
William Forest.

The business meetingsof the board
have been' held re;
Manday of each month, with the excep-
tion of February, and March, during
which titis it was impossible to have a
quorum because ~of the illness among
the members of the board.

Tts members have.worked together
in perfect harmony, with a view always
<0 making the most of the facilities
inder their control, having always in
mind the greatest good to the greatest
number. That their efforts have not
been in vain is shown by the increase in
circulation of books from 1315 in May
+f 1912 to 2101 in January, 1913, and by
the increase from 1073 readers in May
of 1912 to 1463 in March, 1913, Slowly
out surely the library is coming to that
olace in the favor of the community
which it should occupy.

There have been about 500 books
added to the library during the past
year by purchase and gift, and the li-
brary now includes books on almost
every subject.

A very commendable interest in the
library has beenshown by the Woman's
Progressive league, in re-decorating
the auditorium of the library. The la-
dies have made this improvement which,
has been cor pleted with the exception
of the vestibule, entirely at their own
expense.- It is indeed encouraging to
the board to have such an interest
taken in the library by the citizens, as
is shown by this effort on the part of
the Woman’s Progressive league ind
by the donation of some 80 books Ly a
dozen or more citizens this year.

The library board has had tbe plat-
form in the auditorium lowered from a
| héighth of three feet to one foot, whicn

is more in keeping with the heighth of

|the auditorium, and thereby has im-

| proved its appearance materially.

This report would not in any sense be
complete if it failed to mention, that in
the death of Eugene C. Dans, the board

| has suffered the loss of one of its best
members. The library and its welfare
were not by any means among the least
of Mr. Dana’s efforts toward the bet-
terment of mankind. He was always
ready and willing todo the thing at
hand, and few were better versed in

|late liter iture of its merits than Mr.

' Dana. [t would be well if all our mu-
nicipal enterprises could be placed in
|the hands of men who would bé as con-
scientious as Mr. Dana.

l Respectfully submitted,

i Arthur J. Hillman, Sec’y.
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