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UnC].e ]'ake chk gEditor’s note: Uncle Jake is

just back from a trip to

from “Down Under" Australia and New Zealand.

Here are some of his com-
ments as they appeared in his column in The Parchment News.)

There is something about the appearance of these
Australians and New Zealanders and their greeting of
friendliness and kindliness that makes you just natural-
ly fall in love with them. They are what we term
“Honest-to-God Folks.”

While we were there, we made the remark that if
we had to live elsewhere than America, we would try
mighty hard to become a citizen of either New Zealand
or of Australia. You feel that you'd just like to stay
a little longer or, as we heard all about us, “I’d like to
live here.”

The intelligence of most of the inhabitants we ob-
served and talked to is very high, and I would say also
that the moral standing of the people of these two
countries is above par. Their Sundays are observed
religiously. All work ceases; even the movies are closed.

The people attend church on Sunday morning, then go
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out into the parks, the hillsides, or along the seashore
for recreation on Sunday afternoon.

We found that the people in both these countries
take a great deal of interest in political affairs and the
common workman, no matter what he may be, is well
informed concerning political situations.

We found Australia more progressive, more Ameri-
can in her activities, in the manner in which they do
business, and more hustle and bustle. It would be very
difficult for the average American to feel that he was
in a foreign country.

The Australians today are becoming manufacturing
minded. For centuries the raising of sheep has been
the source of much wealth. It was my great pleasure
to talk to many men, both young and old, about the
technique of sheep raising. I learned many things
about sheep that I never knew before. I was wearing a
wool suit; one of the sheep men looked at the cloth
and said, “That wool came from Australia.,” I said,
“How do you know?” “Because of the fine texture of
the wool.”

Of course, this was of great interest so I asked him
why the Australian wool is so fine. He explained to
me that the sheep that were raised in the interior of
Australia had to hustle to get enough food to keep
from starving. It takes about 20 acres for one sheep
and in their great activity to find food, they develop a
fine strain of wool not found elsewhere.

These sheep are then brought nearer to the coast
where the pasture would be much better. Then they
grow flesh that is needed, of course, in order to sell the
sheep. I am not sure, of course, whether all the in-
formation I gleaned from these men was 1009.

Men have made millions of dollars in the sheep
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business. Now these men have taken their surplus
money and are getting it into factories. Their logic in
this matter is sound. Australia is never going to be
grown up unless they make the things that they use.

They have built some very fine paper mills with the
latest machinery and processes. This is also true of
the steel business and in the chemical line.

The special activity that is now going on is indeed
very interesting. They have built tariff walls just as
high as there ever were built in America to keep out
foreign goods and to compel their own people to enter
into the manufacture of these various commodities.

We could detect very quickly the influence of Ameri-
can people in their methods of merchandising as well
as mass production in manufacturing.

This whole activity got into my blood, and imme-
diately I said to a group of men, “You are going places
here and I predict that you are going to grow faster in
the next ten years than you have in a whole generation,”
and they all agreed. I still give the advice to young
men who are interested in manufacturing that Australia
is a mighty good place to go for a good job.

Another point worth noticing is that you have about
all the climates there are in Australia. It is pretty
much like the United States—you can choose your
climate without leaving the country.

I might mention that we saw very little poverty in
the outskirts of their cities. The population is about
85% English. They have kept the bars on immigrants
fastened tightly. In days to come they will permit cer-
tain immigrants from Europe to land more easily. If
these immigrants will do in Australia like they did in
America, they will make the desert bloom like the
Rose of Sharon.
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