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P i e c e sOpeni ng:

ere, people from around 
the world come together. 
We have different 
backgrounds, dfferent 
experiences and different 
histories.

Together, we begin 
a new chapter, piecing 
together a new story 
derived from new ideas 
and new experiences. 
Each individual acts as 
their own unique piece 
to the puzzle that is our 
greater existence.

We are all Spartans, 
contributing to the legacy 
of our institution, Michigan 
State University. ■ 005
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We find them in the 
classroom. We find them in 
their dorms and cafeterias. 
And we find them outside, 
exercising their bodies 
and minds. These are the 

I individuals that make our 
university its own.

They are the friends we 
make through colleges, 
organizations, sports, 
residence halls and 
coincidence. They fill our 
classrooms with knowledge 
and curiosity. We celebrate 
and suffer with them.

We are the future 
athletes, musicians, artists, 
scientists, veterinarians, 
doctors, engineers, 
lawyers, and politicians that 
will change our world.

With over 33,000 
students, we may not 
know all of our peers, but 
we are united through our 
experience as Spartans. ■
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FRESHMA 
PERSPECTIV
Small town girl adjusts to life on campus

Adorned with overstuffed backpacks and t-shirts proclaiming their newfound 
Spartan pride, many eager first-years unpack their bags with good intentions.
Despite their objectives, the arrival of over 7,000 freshmen this past August 
evoked an unusual reaction among upperclassmen, one primarily of frustration 
and annoyance. While these reactions are common, very few find it hard not to 
like 18-year-old Mara Willemin.

Armed with a contagious smile and infectious personality, Willemin is best 
described as anything but ordinary. Originally from Dewitt, a small town minutes 
outside of campus, Willemin vividly recalls her decision to become a Spartan, 
despite the close proximity to home. After applying to Central Michigan University 
and Grand Valley State, the avid C-SPAN viewer ultimately chose MSU for its 
prestigious James Madison program.

“I was intrigued by the political aspects of it,” she said. “It helps that my sister 
is a sophomore here as well. It’s good to see a familiar face.”

Like most freshmen, Willemin spent the first several weeks at school in a con­
fused state of transition. As late August arrived, move-in day came and went in 
what she referred to as a “chaotic blur.” After spending eight hours unpacking two 
carloads of belongings, reality quickly settled in.

“I’ve been ready to move out for a while, but it finally hit me that I’m on my 
own,” she said.

With a weeklong list of welcome activities catered towards freshmen, it was 
doubtful that Willemin would have any time to stress. Attending events such as 
Sparticipation and the Greek Welcome, she quickly became caught up in the 
numerous amount of activities on campus.

“I’m amazed at the number of involvement opportunities,” she said. “ If you 
have an interest in anything at all, there’s probably a club for it.”

Splitting her time between scheduled events and welcome week activities, it 
became evident that the once anxious freshman was gaining her foothold.

“It helps that my roommate and I have clicked so well,” she said. “Expanding 
our social circle is much easier when we’re working together.”

As with most freshmen, the two were eager to fully embrace Welcome Week 
festivities by spending their nights migrating from different fraternity parties. It 
didn’t take long for her to take notice of the obvious difference in social atmo­
spheres compared to those back home.

“We’d be lucky if 15 people showed up at a party in high school,” she laughed.
“Here, you have difficulty moving with your hands pressed to your sides.”

Another aspect of college life that grabbed her attention was the lack of trans­
portation. Without a car and clueless as to how to work the CATA system, she 
was left to traverse campus on her own.

“I definitely wasn’t anticipating the amount of walking,” she complained while 
throwing her head back in disgust. “I feel as if my legs are going to fall off.”

With the start of classes quickly approaching, there didn’t appear to be a solu­
tion for Willemin’s walking dilemma but to hope for the best.

“I rushed to get quickly from class to class on the first day,” she said. “Although 
I underestimated the amount of time I needed,ii eventually arrived on time.”

Upon entering her first class of the semester - a public affairs course - she
>gContinued on pg.
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“Success came 
naturally for me, 

but now you 
find yourself 

surrounded by 
others who 

find it comes 
naturally to 

them too - that’s 
why they’re 
sittino next 

to you.”

was floored by the sheer size of the lectuiL
“Icom e from a high school where no class size exceeds 25 students7 

she said. “The size of my entire graduating class in one lecture hall was 
almost overwhelming.”

Without much help from her map, Willemin found that the walk to her 
second scheduled class proved more difficult.

‘fflhad to stop and ask for help on multiple occasions,” she said. “I was 
expecting to be ignored, so I was surprised at the willingness of others 
who wanted to help.”

While the magnitude of course work is intimidating to most freshmen, J 
she appeared to fear something much greater than reading assignments.

“The Federalist Papers,” she said with a laugh.
All honors college humor aside, Mara expressed concern at her aca­

demic standing as a new student among thousands.
“I didn’t have to try very hard in high school, so I’m going to put in 

a lot of effort to maintain my grades,” she said. “Success came natu­
rally for me, but now you find yourself surrounded by others who find it 
comes naturally to them too - that’s why they’re sitting next to you.”

As the first week of classes came to a close, Willemin and other 
students campus-wide shifted their focus from homework to the opening 
football game against Montana State. Case residents were in for a shock 
as enthusiastic tailgaters set up camp at the nearby tennis courts while 
the band offered a morning rendition of the fight song.

“As much as I’m about school spirit, I’m anything but peppy at six in 
the morning,” Willemin said.

After a prolonged wait in line, she and six others acquired their 
colored wristbands and found themselves situated conveniently behind 
the end zone. Impressed by the complexity of the game - as well as the 
vulgarity of the cheers - her first college football experience was nothing 
short of enjoyable.

“I’m not really into sports, but it’s cool that everyone is part of that 
huge fan community,” she said. “Green and White, you’re all the same.”

In order to avoid the post-game chaos, the group left during the 3rd 
quarter with Mara saying, “I can’t wait to go back.”

Once back in her dorm, the prospect of a night out loomed before 
her. After contemplating the idea, the studious freshman chose to stay in 
due to her demanding workload.

“I wanted to spend the initial weekend getting ahead of assignments,” 
she said with a sigh. “But I’d rather spend two hours studying compared 
to spending those same hours trekking around campus in heels.”

With freshman year before her and Welcome Week coming to a 
gradual close, she became suddenly aware of the difficulties of adjust­
ing to life on campus. Although no tears were shed upon her arrival to 
school, the reality of goodbyes hit suddenly while video messaging with 
a close friend back home.

“My best friend is at the University of Michigan and to see her on the 
screen allowed me to realize I’m no longer right down the street,” she said.

Having left behind more than just family and friends, she found espe­
cially difficult the task of saying goodbye to her high school boyfriend.

“It seems too ridiculous that he’s only 15 minutes away, yet my time is 
limited, so it’s hard to remain on the same page.”

With time devoted to academics, dance classes and study groups, 
the initial three weeks rapidly passed Willemin by. Aside from homework, 
she found herself focusing less on classes and more on her newfound 
sense of self.

“The most important thing for me is to become more independent,” 
she said. “Sometimes I’m tired and unmotivated, but I’m starting to get 
into the swing of things.”

Sluggishness aside, Willemin must also face the task of living on 
her own. With no one to put dinner on the table or do the laundry, she 
discovers the biggest lesson of all.

“ I realize now you’re responsible for yourself,” she said. “No one’s 
holding your hand anymore.”
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“When you 
find someone 

who’s in line 
with what you 
want and who 

highlights 
your goals, 
it makes it 

easier to get 
married.”
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People: Married Couple

YOUNG LOVE
MSU couple ties the knot after meeting freshman year in chemistry class

He picks her up from her job at American Eagle 
Outfitters, it’s late but he wants to go to dinner. He 
takes her to P.F. Changs, even though the restaurant 
has already closed. He has a plan. The couple walks 
in, to have a romantic dinner in a restaurant all to 
themselves. He is dressed up and she is wondering 
what is going on. They eat dinner, then comes 
dessert. On her plate is a ring, he gets down on one 
knee. She says yes.

This is the story of Jameika and Darryl Woods, 
two Michigan State seniors who found love freshman 
year of their college careers.

“We met in chemistry class and we both lived in 
Brody,” Jameika explained. “We met through a friend, 
and we became chemistry homework buddies. We 
started talking that spring.”

Although the couple found each other early in 
their college, they never expected to meet “the one” 
upon arriving at MSU.
|js ‘| came with a high school sweetheart,” Darryl 
said. “It didn’t work out. I got to college and met her. I 
didn’t expect it when I first came.”

Even at the beginning of their relationship, they 
didn’t know they had just met their soul mate.

“We’re total opposites, but opposites attract,” 
Jameika said. “My weaknesses are his strengths and 
vice versa. When I might second judge things, he’s 
that reassurance that says ‘no you should do it this 
way.’Your husband is your mirror, you see things you 
don’t wanna see, but it improves you.”

When you find someone who’s in line with what 
you want and who highlights your goals it makes it 
easier to get married.

Even though Jameika and Darryl say they are 
opposites, they do agree that they build each other 
up to be the best they can be.

“We were together for around two years. That time 
we were growing up and maturing together,” Darryl 
s a id . |_

1
got to know her in a deep, 

intimate way. I based my decision [to marry her] off 
what I thought the future could be, and God too.”

Even though marriage is a huge responsibility 
the couple feels that it has only enhanced their 
relationship and their lives.

“I was going to school and working before,” Jameika 
said. “Now I’m going to school, working and taking care 
of a husband. It’s not that it got harder, it’s just more 
to balance. There is a lot more to look forward to, my 
life has more direction. Marriage takes work, it’s not as 
easy as it sounds. I think people forget that, but it gives 
you the best return.”

A year and a half into their marriage and three 
years into their relationship, Jameika and Darryl only 
hope to have their relationship continue to prosper.

“I just want to be happy and always growing, 
not average,” Darryl said. “ Working together to 
get better and growing together and making an 
impact on the world together. We have goals to be 
entrepreneurs together. And having kids, starting 
a heritage together. I couldn’t picture being with 
anybody else.”
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Sigma Nu sophomore defines himself as an atypical “frat guy’
Walking down Grand River, Wade 

Johnston feels as if there are eyes penetrating 
him. Not as if they are bad eyes, considering 
there are 52 Greek chapters on campus; just 
eyes. Eyes that look at him and stereotypically 
say, “Look at that frat guy.”

Not to stereotype, but if you were to ask 
someone the three phrases that pop into 
their head when asked to describe a frat guy, 
whether in praise or criticism, the three things 
would likely be “gelled hair,” “popped collar,” 
and “c o c k y ®

Fortunately for Johnston, he feels like he 
avoids the stereotype by being a different type 
of person.

“You don’t have to fit the stereotypical 
profile of a frat guy to be a part of the modern 
day fraternity activities,” he said.

Johnston walks around most of the 
time displaying the letters of Sigma Nu on 
his chest, a fraternity he says he proudly 
represents.

“Not throwing judgment on any other 
fraternities, but I feel that Sigma Nu is one of 
the best at having a nice mixture of guys,” he 
said. “But that’s not to say that we don’t have 
our fair share of frat guys. But, they aren’t so 
in-your-face as some.”

But what about that other elephant in the 
room that typically goes along with being in 
a fraternity? The ugly act of binge drinking 
that most campus officials want to avoid but is 
heavily associated with fraternities.

“That, I have to say, is something I have 
had my fair share with,” Johnston said. “You 
can avoid some stereotypes, but sometimes 
when you are around a frat environment, it

happens. I’m not proud of it, but it happens 
sometimes.”

Johnston has had many nights out on the 
town but he still strives to be a normal guy, not! 
a cookie-cut frat guy.

He is in his second year at State, and is 
trying to earn a degree in accounting. Most 
days he spends some time at the library.

While he likes to look good in his clothes, 
he avoids looking like he is trying to dress as 
the most outlandish frat guy on campus.

“If you were to see Wade on a normal day, 
or even at the frat, you wouldn’t even know that 
he was in a fraternity,” said friend and fellow 
fraternity member sophomore Rob Acho.

Johnston accredits that to what he believes 
being in a fraternity is all about.

“I like to go out and look nice. I wear polos, 
he sa id .j]

^ ^ ^ I c a n
enjoy myself without all of that.”

So yeah, Wade Johnston does enjoy 
walking down Grand River with his letters 
displayed across his chest. He will let those 
judging eyes penetrate him anytime and let 
those strangers who know nothing about 
him come to the conclusion that he is just 
another frat guy, because he knows that, 
along with many other members of the Greek 
community, he is nothing like the stereotype 
says they should be.

“Almost everybody who is a part of a 
fraternity doesn’t fit the stereotype,” Johnston 
said. “They just aren’t as noticeable, so they 
go unnoticed.”

Sounds pretty modest for a “typical” frat guy.

»>/hom'ore WBI w h n s raon ^ & n fe  

rushes. WhileB a part of h is  f r a t e r n i t y , he
Homfe'f'j me s has to step ® F f  feS theL 

s ide fo r  ta -iH I« lon ljM

|]|
f ililM





Senior NadaZohdy stands n fro n t M the 
1 E u l l I n her co o S  t H t

H tands fo r  coope ra tive  l iv in g .  Thr r  Q M  
p a n te d  by a prev ious re s id e n t o f ti|% co op, 

add i h h a  , i*■ '-Z||||^F 'u:r W i ke
^ ^ S a . ra c te r  f j f  the hqus

Nada Zohdy makes h e rs e l f  an omlette 
b e f o r e I t ]  ; s . They have both :p | |S B a  1 and 

f K d  a tp h e i f r  co-op.

It was 
kinda 

a hippie 
house. *  

The co-op 
housing at 

MSU started 
in the 1930s 

and then 
started 

booming 
after World

Warll ?5



People: New Community ColOp

ARTIFACTS 
IN LIFE
New Community Co-Op holds strong to its past

Around every corner there is a new treasure: 
from road signs and bike parts, to old dishes and 
a piano, to a Xerox machine and a hand-painted 
mural on the wall. No one knows where it all came 
from, or if it even works, but everyone refuses to 
throw it away. Walking through New Community, 
the co-op on the corner of Division and Ann 
streets, is like walking through a museum. For 
senior Nada Zohdy, this museum is her home.

New Community was started in 1969 by a group 
of students who thought the other co-ops of the 
time were not counter-culture enough.

Nada learned about co-op living from her sister, 
who also lived in a co-op while she attended 
Michigan State.

“My sister had a really phenomenal experience, 
so living in a co-op has been in the back of my 
mind for a while and now that I am a senior, I 
wanted to take advantage of co-op [living],” Nada 
said. “I think the perks of a co-op is the most basic 
thing about it: the house is democratically owned, 
so instead of having a landlord, we all own a part 
of the house so we vote to make decisions.”

For Zohdy, not having to deal with a landlord 
was a huge selling point for the co-op. Because 
there is no landlord, the rent is relatively cheap 
because no one is making a profit off of renting the 
house. Last year, she lived in Chandler Crossings, 
but this year, she decided it was too far off campus

for the amount of money she was paying for it. : L«| i e
“Because I share a room, I pay $315 a month, P h o t^^» h n  ¥el ^  i sI f

which for my location is awesome,” Zohdy said. f t s p : B renda«P r|s t 
“Last year, I paid $500 a month and it was so far 
off campus. So I have almost cut my rent in half, 
plus I love my living situation so much more.

“The other thing I like about the house, besides 
its location, is that the house has really good 
character,” she said. “I was in a very typical off- 
campus student apartment last year. It was really 
nice and spacious and everything, but I felt like I 
had to do a lot to it to give it character.”

There are roughly 250 students living in co-ops 
in East Lansing, and according to Zohdy, most are 
“people who are really socially conscience and 
environmentally conscience.”

According to Zohdy, co-op living is entirely 
based on a sense of community, in that everyone 
must chip in and do their part in order to make 
the household run efficiently. Each person has a 
specific job that they must do each week in order 
to keep up on the housework, which helps keep 
everyone on the same page.

“We are becoming closer friends,” Zohdy 
said. “Not knowing each other was a little bit 
awkward in the beginning, but I am definitely 
creating stronger relationships with people in 
the house. There was a small part of me that 
was apprehensive about it, but this year for the 
majority of us it was our first year living in a co-op 
so we could all relate to being in an unfamiliar 
situation. I am really happy with the way things 
have been working out.”
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Freshman twins mirror looks, likes and life
Everyone has a best friend, but not every­

one has one who can finish your sentences, 
whom you have known for 18 years and who 
happens to look exactly like you. Sophomores 
Joe and Steve Broderick, best friends and twin 
brothers, spent 18 years of their lives under 
the same roof and have both become kinesiol­
ogy majors here at State.

“I decided to go to State first/’ Joe said. “We 
applied to all the same colleges, but if he had 
gone somewhere else, it wasn’t a big deal.”

“Eighteen years is long enough to live 
with someone. We are not roommates,” Steve 
finished for Joe. “A lot of people suggested 
that we live our own lives and not go to the 
same school.”

When the brothers applied to MSU, they 
listed Lyman Briggs as their majors, but then 
changed to psychology, then James Madison 
and finally settled as kinesiology majors.

“I made the exact same moves,” Steve said, 
“but Joe did them first. I was born first, though.”

As freshmen, Joe lived in Case Hall and 
Steve lived in Snyder-Phillips Hall. The broth­
ers decided not to be roommates because 
they wanted to start their own lives.

“It was a good 25-minute walk,” Joe said.
“All our family was like, ‘Don’t you wanna be 
closer?”’

“It was a good buffer zone though,” Steve 
added. “It is way too easy to get on someone’s 
nerves when you know them that w e lliH

Although the brothers said they are not 
attached at the hip, their lives will always 
overlap due to their like-major. Joe and Steve 
ended up in the same physics class freshman 
year and liked it. After that, they intentionally 
took another class together.

“We’re taking all the same classes, so our 
schedules overlap,” Steve said. “In middle 
school and elementary school, they would 
split us on purpose so the teachers were not 
hassled with it, but once we got to high school, 
they couldn’t really do anything about splitting 
us up all the time.”

Joe and Steve discovered that there are 
some benefits to taking classes with their twin, 
such as having a study partner.

“We have the same study habits, I’m pretty 
sure,” Joe said. “Makes the class easier to 
study for. Sometimes we’ll buy one book and 
share to save us money.”

Even though Joe and Steve are identical 
twins, their close friends are able to tell them 
apart. However, when they first meet people, 
there is a bit of confusion.

“We’re so used to it, it’s not a big deal when 
people confuse us,” Steve said. “When we are

apart, people have a harder time telling us apart.”} 
When people confuse the twins, some­

times they like to joke around and respond to 
each other’s names to confuse their friends 
even more, but they have only actually traded 
places once in their life.

“Last year, we were eating in Steve’s dorm 
and one of our friends’ friends told him that 
she thought the twin in the green shirt was 
cute. It was me,” Joe said. “So after we left, 
we traded shirts and Steve went to talk to her 
and she had no idea that it was a different 
person. Our friend told her later and she was 
so embarrassed.”

Steve added that although people always 
tell them they should switch places more often, 
they never do. Even though they are incred- j 
ibly similar, they do have some distinguishing 
personality traits, and of course, there is no 
fooling their mother about who is who.

“Our mom and dad kept our hospital brace­
lets on us for three months to tell us apart,”
Joe said. “They never tried to push on us that 
we had to be exactly the same, though.”

When the boys were younger, their par- j 
ents had a color system for their outfits to tell 
them apart.

“Sometimes, our parents mess it up if they 
are looking at the back of our heads,” Steve 
said. “But that’s the only time.”

Steve and Joe said they grew up using 
words such as “we,” “us,” and “ours” more 
than other people, which brought them closer 
together. Sometimes, it seems as though they 
have some sort of telepathic communication. 

“It’s like we have ESP,” Steve said.
“But it’s not like we have a secret lan­

guage,” Joe added. “At the football game 
against Central, we were sitting in different 
rows and different sections, and our friend 
was watching the game in his room. He told 
us after that we were both texting him the 
exact same thing, asking the same questions 
and giving the same responses. He thought 
we were playing a joke on him, but we didn’t 
talk the entire game.”

Thus far in their college careers, the broth­
ers have not lived together, but they are con­
sidering getting a house together. Even though 
they have no idea where their careers will take 
them after college, they say they won’t make 
decisions based on each other. At the same 
time, they are certain that they will remain as 
c l o s e a s e v e r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ ^  

“People always ask us what it’s like to be a 
twin Steve said, “but we don’t know what it’s 
like not to be a tw in jlt would probably be a lot 
different. I wouldn’t like it if I didn’t have a twin.”



People: Twins

“People 
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HEAD 
START 
AT HOME
Student attributes home schooling to her good habits at MSU

Back in high school, classmates 
usually held the same general stereotypes 
regarding home-schoolers. Some figured 
they slept in everyday and probably were 
awkward socially. With these principles in 
mind, how could someone who learned at 
home since third grade survive at a public 
university of more than 44,000 students?

Actually, according to senior Elizabeth 
Toy, the home schooler in question, it 
wasn’t really that much of a hassle at all.

Jit wasn’t that difficult to adapt to 
university life,” Toy said. “I don’t feel like 
the transition that I went through from 
being home-schooled to being at a 
university was that much different than 
people that go from a public high school 
to a university.”

There goes that myth. But what about 
all that relaxation time home-schoolers 
had while other students slaved away for 
7 hours? That’s not entirely true either.

Because Toy kept track of her own 
grades and didn’t cheat herself, she 
developed a sense of discipline early on.
So instead of slacking off outside of a 
school environment, Toy thinks she got a 
head start on the big factor that can make 
a college career: self-reliance.

“One of the things I think people 
struggle with when they come to school 
is that they don’t have someone telling 
them how to manage their time,” Toy said. 
“Being home-schooled really helped me 
to know this is what I want to do, this is 
what I need to do, I can fit in both and be 
balanced and be happy.”

Toy pointed out several advantages 
to learning at home. For her own case, it 
was easier to plan the courses with her 
mom-turned-teacher to center around 
her interests in history and music. It 
also allowed for more practice time for 
her musical aspirations, an important 
factor considering Toy is working towards 
becoming a professional opera singer.

In addition to essentially learning what 
she wanted to learn at home, Toy was 
aided by outside resources provided to 
home-schoolers to round out her education 
for college. A group called Team Works in

the local area (Toy grew up on the west 
side of Lansing) offered classes for home- 
schoolers where she was able to take 
computer classes and a course about how 
to keep proper grades in order to produce 
a proper transcript. Another group, called 
the Home School Music Association, 
allowed Toy to get involved with the choir
and orchestra aspects.

Many of these programs are a result 
of the growing trend of more kids being 
home-schooled in the past ten years, a 
result of the flexibility it provides along 
with allowing kids to excel in the areas 
that they choose, according to Toy.

All of these extra-curricular activities 
helped Toy avoid the apparent social 
disaster that is missing out on making 
friends in the public school setting.
| “A lot of people have a lot of 
misconceived ideas that home-schooleml 
are socially awkward because th e y |^ H  
didn’t grow up going to school with other |
______ 1Toy said. “But if you know how to
take advantage of the resources that are 
available to home-schoolers, that’s really
not the case.”

Still, as a result of her learning at 
home, Toy became more attached to her 
family, and that bond is hard to break.

“I don’t think friends can ever 
really come close to family,” Toy said.
She did note that amongst her many 
acquaintances, she does have one good 
close friend, and that’s what suits Toy the
best.

So where has all that home schooling 
led Toy? Well, she’s getting closer to her 
dream of singing opera professionally. 
She’s due to graduate in May, and at the 
time of the interview, was accepted to 
three of four graduate schools for vocal 
performance that she auditioned at.

Toy obviously enjoyed many benefits 
that helped her later on in college and are 
still helping her towards her career today, 
as a result of working hard and learning 
self-reliance early. However, Toy did say 
she that if she needed a day off every 
once and awhile, it would be granted. But 
she always made up for it in the summer.

■ '1 b Kanclerz
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“A lot 
of people 
have a lot of 
misconceived 
ideas that 
home-schoolers 
are socially 
awkward 
because 
they didn’t 
grow up 
going to 
school 
with other 
people”



Green blood runs deep in junior’s family
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As Spartans, we say that we bleed Green. It is a 
strong bond between us that runs through the veins of 
current students and alumni alike. It is a sense of pride 
that extends beyond the athletic fields and even the 
campus. It is a pride that is passed down from parents 
to children to grandchildren. But for junior Elaine Bristol, 
saying her family bleeds Green is an understatement.

Elaine is a fifth-generation Spartan.
All of Bristol’s family is part of the agricultural field; 

they all have a strong appreciation for the environment 
as each generation was raised by parents in some sort 
of agricultural field.

“A lot of Michigan State pride comes from my family,” 
Bristol said. “We bleed green. We used to come to a lot 
of games, and I always felt a connection to the ivy on 
the buildings and the rolling lawns. It just felt like home, 
just because everything we are about is green.”

Bristol’s great-great-grandfather attended the 
university when it was known as Michigan Agricultural 
College. Her great-grandfather attended the university 
when it was known as Michigan State College. Elaine’s 
grandmother and grandfather graduated from Michigan 
State College with degrees in Home Economics and 
Horticulture Shortcourse, respectively. Her father 
graduated from Michigan State University in 1981 with 
a degree in Livestock Production.

“I think a lot of it was to learn as much as he could 
by coming to school,” Elaine said, “but also to learn from 
other students about what they did at their farms and 
incorporate it at his own farm.”

Although the current-day Bristols’ lives are busier 
than their great-grandpa’s, they still enjoy making time 
to come back and visit. This is especially because of 
the family’s strong connection with MSU’s resident 
agricultural fraternity.

“My family is pretty involved in Alpha Gamma Rho,” 
she said. “My great-grandfather was the 17th member 
of Alpha Gamma Rho, and there were 15 founding 
fathers. I don’t know the exact number of Bristols that 
have attended, but in addition to my grandparents and 
parents, I know my dad’s brother had five boys who

all came here, and my sister graduated from MSU in 
December.”

To this day, Elaine’s parents enjoy coming back to 
support their alma mater for the Homecoming game, 
and although their Spartan pride runs deep, they never 
pressured her to attend State.

“Both my parents inspired me to study what I wanted 
to study at any school that had the best program and 
could set me up with the right connections,” Elaine said. 
“I think MSU pretty much does that across the board by 
having opportunities to meet faculty and join clubs.”

She wanted a degree in something related to 
agriculture because it’s her passion.

“Agriculture right now is at a critical point. Less than 
two percent of the population [are] farmers,” Elaine 
said. “Being involved with 4-H and FFA (Future Farmers 
of America) really inspired me to be in Agriculture 
Communication because less and less of the population 
is in agriculture.”

Although she paved the way for her career in 
agriculture through her experiences growing up on a 
sheep farm and her involvement in 4-H and FFA, Bristol 
has no idea where she will end up working.

“That’s the thing about agriculture; I don’t know 
where I’ll end up,” Elaine said. “Of course,Hwould love 
to live in Michigan and be close to MSU, but MSU sets 
you up for anywhere, and it would be nice to experience 
a different climate. But either way, it will be fun to be 
able to come back for Homecomings.”

No matter where Elaine ends up, there is no 
denying her love and pride for campus. Even though 
her Spartan family didn’t push her to attend State, she 
knows that it is the right place for her, and of course her 
parents and grandparents are proud.

“I think my grandparents on my dad’s side are really 
proud of the MSU heritage,” Bristol said. “When my 
sister graduated last December, I sat by my grandma 
and she turned to me and said, ‘You know, this is our 
first granddaughter to graduate from MSU.’ I think they 
were really excited for her.”



People: F i f th -Generation Spartan
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MARCHING BOND
Spartan Marching Band member adds to the spirit of Spartan pride

Sitting at a table on the first floor of The 
Union, Kate Mortenson’s black shirt with 
yellow collars on the sleeves showed no 
sign of green. As a matter of fact, nothing 
about her showed Green... on the outside. 
But as soon as the junior opened her mouth 
and started talking about being a member 
of the Spartan March Band, she began to 
bleed nothing but.

“I think we are closer to the football team 
than most people,” Kate said with a smile. 
“We are there until the end for every game. 
We make a lot of sacrifices to a dignified 
Spartan, and everything the team feels, we 
also feel it.”

Kate grew up in Brighton, where she 
played tenor saxophone for her high school 
marching band. She used to come to Adams 
Field to watch the Spartan Marching Band 
on game days and felt that being a band 
member was always in her future.

“My dad was in the Spartan Marching 
Band, and my whole family always hung out 
on Adams Field before games,” said Kate. “I 
just knew that I wanted to end up playing for 
the band at Michigan Sate.”

But when Kate decided that she actually 
was going to come to the University, it 
wasn’t a forgone conclusion that she would 
be in the band. Every marching band 
hopeful must audition in the summer.

“I had to come to the school and play a

solo in front of the band director,” Kate said. 
“And after I was accepted, I had to meet 
with my section leader and I was given a 
huge packet detailing stuff I had to do to 
prepare. It was just really crazy.”

Along with having to play an instrument 
well, Kate said that to be a part of the band, 
she also has to be able to manage her 
time well. Monday through Friday, the band 
rehearses from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m., and 
every Monday the band held practices from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Each Saturday, the team 
has to wake up about six hours before the 
game starts to prepare.

“A lot of my family and friends think I’m 
crazy for doing all of this just for one credit,”
lasltslikiM “But it’s about more than just a |  
credit; it’s about being a part of such a huge
family. I have over 300 people in the band
that I share a bond with and I call ‘family.’”

And then Kate got a serious look in her 
eyes. She wanted to make sure that she got 
across what it truly means to be a part of 
the Spartan Marching Band.

“I will never forget my freshman year 
when we beat Penn State to go to a bowl 
game. All the seniors were crying and I 
didn’t really understand it, but nowHdo,” 
Kate stated proudly. “While some fans think 
they bleed Green, I can say that I, along 
with all the other members of the band, truly 
do bleed Green.”

“But it’s 
about more 
than just a 
credit; it’s 
about being 
a part of 
such a huge 
family.”
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Ex-Wolverine embraces new role as a Spartan
Brittany Griffin’s earliest recollection as a 

Spartan began decades before her acceptance 
into State. As a child, both Griffin and her sisters 
accompanied their parents to football games, 
tailgating in front of the Old Horticulture building.

Fast forward 15 years, and the once dedicated 
Spartan faced a dilemma. The conclusion of 
senior year brought about the choice between 
two rival Big Ten universities: one that boasted 
of top national rankings and the other offering a 
more desirable college atmosphere. Having once 
lived in East Lansing, Griffin moved to Ann Arbor 
in hopes of a change of scenery.

“I was too familiar with State, and felt Michi­
gan would be something new,” she said. “Since 
UofM is more competitive, I thought it would be 
more challenging. I’ve learned that’s not true - I’m 
going to dispel any rumors of that now.”

Upon arrival in Ann Arbor, Griffin encountered 
difficulties commonly associated with fresh­
man year. The first of these obstacles involved 
her roommate, whom she met online through a 
Facebook group.

“Her profile wasn’t an accurate representa­
tion of who she really was,” she said. “She was 
obsessed with the prestige of a Michigan degree 
and miserable with the distance from her boy­
friend.”

Choosing to look past her living situation, 
Griffin made futile attempts to find her footing at 
Michigan. Despite making several new friends, 
she still sought a feeling of acceptance.

“I knew from day one that it wasn’t for me,” 
she said. “It wasn’t where ¡¡belonged.”

Three days into the semester, it was clear that 
her freshman year was off to a rocky start. After 
spending her week in lectures, Griffin began a 
routine of splitting time between campuses. It 
was only after spending a Welcome Week in East 
Lansing when she returned home, aware of a 
need for change.

“I went back to Ann Arbor and admitted to 
myself that I didn’t want to stay there,” she said. 
didn’t see myself staying for four years, let alone 
one.”

With the decision made, the effort of telling 
friends and family remained. Not surprised with 
the support provided by her parents, Griffin’s

choice to “go green” was met with opposition by 
classmates.

“The common reaction was disgust,” she said. 
“That attitude is exactly why I chose to leave in 
the first place.”

Confident with her decision to transfer, Griffin 
made her move between semesters. Moving in 
the dead of winter made adjustment difficult and 
she complained of the amount of walking, as 
most people do.

“State definitely has much more of a campus 
feel compared to Michigan,” she said. “Michigan’s 
campus is integrated more within the city of Ann 
Arbor, so you interact with more residents com­
pared to students.”

Armed with both a new roommate and 
positive outlook, Griffin quickly embraced her 
fresh start through involvement in various clubs 
and activities. The James Madison sophomore 
became a member of the MSU Democrats and 
Scout BANANA, a global non-profit group on 
campus.
BpEveryone I’ve encountered has been incred­
ibly friendly,” she said. “They recognize that I saw 
the light and made the right decision to transfer.”

A year after her move and she has no inten­
tions of leaving. With her younger sister the 
newest Spartan addition, it’s clear that the Griffin 
family doesn’t show signs of their once-Blue 
blood.

“I’m so much more comfortable here,” she 
said. “At Michigan, students were more high- 
strung and competitive. Here, it’s more relaxed 
and down to earth.”

To those applying to Michigan in hopes of 
becoming a Wolverine, Griffin warns with a 
chuckle, “Don’t do it.”

Despite her unpleasant experience, Griffin 
recognizes the silver lining in her brief stint in 
Blue and Maize.

“l^w e n ^ tra ia h U ^S ta te Jw o u ld n ^ ta p p i^

ie it as much,” she said. “Part of me would 
ays wonder if Michigan would have worked out.” 
With the past behind her, Griffin is ready to 

embrace her next three years as a Spartan.
“Now that I’m here, I can’t imagine being 

anywhere else.”
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UofM Transfer

If I went straight 
3 State, I wouldn’t 
Doreciate it as much
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Office of International Students and Scholars helps students feel at home in a foreign country J
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For many of us, home is just a two hour car ride 
or very short flight away and not a long, exhausting 
14-hour plane trip priced at $1,500.

Yet this is the reality for many of Michigan State’s 
international students.

“I will be going home over Christmas holiday,” 
Communications freshman Caiwei Zhu said. ‘The flight to 
China is long and expensive, but I want to see my family.”

In an effort to shrink that distance between home 
and school, the university’s Office of International 
Students and Scholars (OISS) is a resource made 
available to all international students.

OISS offers services in setting up social security 
numbers for international students to find employment, 
advises in immigration services, and provides links to 
foreign embassies and government agencies.

“OISS will send information to other schools, 
advise us in our major, give us information on going 
home for the holiday... they make life easier for 
international students,” said Zhu.

Along with all of these services, dozens of 
international student clubs can help students 
find a voice among 40,000 other students. Some 
of these clubs include: the Japan Club, Muslim 
Student Organization, Russian Club, Thai Student 
Organization, Fillipino Club, Chinese Undergraduate 
Student Organization, and the International Student 
Association, which automatically accepts are 
international students.

In April, one of these groups, McGlobe, held a 
weekend-long soccer tournament in hopes of breaking 
a world record. McGlobe aims to plan events that relate 
to the background of many international students. The 
previous record was 36 hours with 50 players, but 
McGlobe shattered that with 152 players engaged for 
37 hours. In the end, McGlobe raised over $400 dollars 
for UNICEF, an international organization that helps 
needy children worldwide.

State takes pride in its international diversity. We’re 
ranked among the top 10 universities for international 
student enrollment, according to a report conducted 
by the Institute of International Education.

With such diversity, the university can only 
benefit. This is part of OISS’s mission statement, 
to “provide opportunities for growth through cross- 
cultural interactions.”

“My father told me that State was one of the best 
schools in the country for international students,” 
General Management freshman Teng Cao said.il 
thought that maybe with more international students,
I would feel more at home.”

The burning question, however, is why do students 
from all around the world choose Michigan State?

“You don’t need a reason to party h e re lt’s more 
fun. The studies have more freedom, activities, 
flexible and creative projects,” said Cao, comparing 
the American school system to that of the Chinese. 
“Here, they guide you to learn, not force you on one track.”

People: OISS
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sixteen-year-old student living at MSU
Most college students look forward to landmark 

birthdays that happen during college: 19, legal to drink 
in Canada; 21, legal to drink in the United States... but 
16, legal to drive? Undoubtedly, this is not a landmark 
birthday for college students. This is a birthday that they 
experienced in high school. However, Lyman Briggs 
freshman Matt Maksimoski can say that he turned 16 
during college.

“I skipped fifth and sixth grade and my mom started 
me early in pre-school,” Maksimoski explained. “I was 
in a different school district up through fourth grade, 
and when I changed school districts, I had to take a 
placement test and they decided they wanted me to 
skip grades. They actually wanted me to skip three or 
four grades but my mom said no. I’m really glad that 
she did that.”

Although he has been the youngest in his grade for 
many years, he never really noticed the age difference 
between him and his classmates.

“I think seventh and eighth grade were the years I 
adjusted to it. After that, it’s not been bad. It’s normal 
for me now,” Maksimoski said l'ln  my high school, it 
was like freshmen hung out with seniors, so I was 12 
hanging out with 18-year-olds. It’s not really a big deal.”

Maksimoski came to Michigan State with 24 
advanced placement credits from classes he took 
his junior and senior years of high school, meaning 
he could technically be a sophomore after his first 
semester at school.
^^IjTTaonnagraduat^ii^oui^eai^. I can have my 
masters degree by the time everyone my age has their 
undergrad|lt would give me a leg up in work. I think I’m 
going to get a job and work on my master’s at the same 
time and then decide if I want to get a doctorate.”

Maksimoski is clearly a very ambitious student, 
but he said it’s not something he has always pushed 
himself to be really good at.

“I’ve always understood things easily, but I can’t 
just walk into a test and get an ‘A,’” he said. “It was 
easier for me to learn, but I still had to learn. The first 
test I had to take in high school was tough ‘cause I 
never had to study before. But after that, I got with the 
program pretty easily. My dad always wanted to make 
sure I always worked hard and my parents gave me

jO F T H E  
BUNCH

responsibilities at a young age.”
Since Maksimoski is the oldest of three kids and 

both his parents work long hours, he has always had 
responsibilities around the house. He knew he had 
to mature a little bit faster than most kids for the sake 
of his younger sister and brother, but his parents still 
worried about him being so young and away at college.

“My dad trusts me, but he said be careful with it,” 
Maksimoski said. “My mom is more worried about it. 
She still texts me on Saturday night around 10 p.m. like, 
‘Hey, what are you doing?’ But she’s not overprotective 
or constantly calling. She trusts me that I will not screw 
up.”

Although Maksimoski is significantly younger than 
the rest of Michigan State’s population, his maturity 
level is right on par, and his modesty is even more so.

“I was really surprised when I found out I’m the 
youngest student here,” Maksimoski said. “I didn’t think 
I would be. I’m definitely not the smartest person. Just 
because I skipped a few grades doesn’t mean that I’m 
any smarter than anyone else.”

Maksimoski had a pretty easy transition from 
high school to college. He attributes it to his college 
preparation throughout high school. Although 
he appreciates the fact that his intelligence has 
jumpstarted his life, he is usually happy to just live in 
the now and enjoy how things are going for him.

“There are some times when it hits me, but for 
the most part I’m glad I did it,” he said about starting 
college at such an early age. “Likefflsaid, there are 
moments when I wish I hadn’t done it, like right before 
I was leaving. I was like, ‘I could have two more years 
with my friends,’ but 98 percent of the time I don’t give it 
a second thought.

“The biggest change I have had was learning to do 
my own laundry The first time|| had to do the wash 
cycle two times because I put way too much soap in. 
Other than that it’s pretty similar to high school. I took a 
couple AP classes so I came in with the thought that all 
the classes I’m taking are AP; that helped a lot. So far 
I’m doing well— I have a 4.0 in all my classes.”



People: Youngest Student
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THE MILK OF 
HUMAN ENDEAVOR
MSU Dairy Store employees yield fresh ice cream, cheese daily from Anthony Hall dairy plant

The air reverberates with the rumbling of the giant silver 
machines that fill the room and yet it is tinged with the subtle 
scent of fresh milk. Students in lab coats and hairnets scurry 
amidst the chrome behemoths, filling brick-sized boxes with a rich 
creamy mixture and carting said boxes off into a giant freezer. In 
one corner of the room, a pair of students spray down a dormant 
machine with soap and water, readying it for another run.

This is the side of the MSU Dairy Store that most students 
never see -  the dairy plant at Anthony Hall. This is where the 
delectable ice creams and cheeses, sampled by students all 
over campus, are made.
c'^‘Our mission is pretty straightforward -  we’re here for the 
students,” John Engstrom, the dairy plant manager, said.

“The whole purpose of this facility is to make and produce 
products to sell in our two stores (the dairy stores at Anthony 
Hall and the MSU Union), and we do it with student labor,” he 
said. “We also supply all the dorms on campus if they wish it.” 

We typically have anywhere from 30 to 40 students working for 
us, and typically, once they hire in, they stay with us all four years.” 

Sarah Fink, a biosystems engineering sophomore who has 
been working in the plant for three semesters, said that she and 
other plant employees assist in producing ice cream and cheese.

“We make sure everything is sanitized, we monitor the 
cheese process, add all the ingredients into the cheese, 
package the cheese and ice cream products, and we stock the 
fridges out in the store,” Fink said. _______________

“The best bit about working here is that we also do quality 
control, which means we get to taste all the ice cream and all 
the cheese.’«she said. “Fresh dairy store ice cream is the best!” 

Lindsey Farah, a food science junior, said that she came to 
work at the dairy store because it pertained to her major.

“By working here, I learn how to make cheese and ice
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cream. It’s really great,” Farah said. “But I also learn the safety 
aspect side of it-what we need to do to prepare equipment and 
what to do once we’re finished with it.

“The worst part about working here is having to work in the 
deep freezer,” she said.

“We need to take three-gallon tubs (of ice cream) into the 
transfer freezer everyday so that it softens up for the dairy store 
people, and it can get really cold in there. Sometimes you’re in 
the freezer for a really long time, and you’re dragging around 
tubs that can weigh up to around 15 pounds.”

The storefronts are the side of the operation with which 
students and visitors to campus are more familiar. Ellen 
Hystead, the student supervisor at the storefront in Anthony 
Hall, said that she first visited the Dairy Store as a freshman 
and thought that it would be a fun place to work.

“The best thing about working here is the people that work 
with me,” Hystead said. “After working here for three years, 
they’re kind of like my second family.”

“It can get really busy at times, especially when it gets 
hot out and schools come in on field trips. You have lots of 
little first-graders in here who all want ice cream,” she said.
“It is exciting, though. I don’t think there’s any bad part about 
working here.”

“We serve the best ice cream anywhere in the country,” 
Hystead said.

The clock on the wall strikes 11, and a lunch-hour crowd 
starts filing into the dairy store as the store workers busy 
themselves scooping out ice cream and grilling cheese 
sandwiches. Just down the hall, the rumbling of the machines 
continue, as plant employees remain hard at work; it is the 
steady rhythm of these unsung purveyors of dairy delights 
underlining the din of the eager crowd.
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“The 
best bit 
about 
working 
here is 
that we 
also do 
quality 
control, 
which 
means 
we get 
to taste 
all the 
ice cream 
and all the 
cheese.”

People: Dairy Store
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People: Super-Senior

ALMOST TO 
THE FINISH LINE
Super-senior spends sixteen semesters studying at separate schools

After two years at Indiana University, two years at Michigan State, 
one year at Lansing Community College, followed by three more years 
at Michigan State, senior Emma Ulrich is proud to say that she is close 
to graduating.

“I’ve been getting my undergrad for a really long time,” Ulrich said. “I 
get to walk in May, but I don’t get my diploma until after the first summer 
session because I have one more class requirement to fill.”

Ulrich started at Indiana University as a music education major in 
2002, and then transferred to Michigan State after two years.

“I always wanted to come to Michigan State, but I didn’t get in,” she 
said. “I applied seven times. I was denied six, but lucky number seven, I 
got in. I’m a rather persistent person I would say.”

It was her persistence that got her into Michigan State, and it is what 
helped bring her so close to her undergraduate degree. Not only did she 
switch universities, she also changed her major after two years of hard 
work toward a music education degree.

“I was sort of a lost soul for my first two years at Michigan State,” she 
said. “I didn’t have the skills to continue in music education, so I didn’t 
do so hot in my classes and I was recessed. The University basically 
told me that I needed to take a year to reevaluate my future.”

Ulrich struggled through two years of her undergraduate degree only 
to realize that she just wasn’t cut out for her current major.

“My whole life I thought music education was what I wanted to do,” 
Ulrich said. “When I realized I didn’t have the skills on my French horn,
I swallowed the huge humility pill and decided to try early childhood 
development because a family friend recommended it to me. I started 
taking classes at LCC and I loved it.”

Ulrich was able to raise her grade point average to a 3.8 in her two 
semesters at Lansing Community College, which was high enough for 
Michigan State to readmit her.

Her eight years of undergraduate work was incredibly emotionally 
stressful on her, she says, but she has stayed strong with the help and 
support from family and friends.____________ _______________

“I got lucky with my set of parents who were able to deal with
eight years of undergrad,_____________[financially and emotionally,” Ulrich said, “My
parents have been nothing but 100 percent supportive the entire time. 
Sometimes I feel embarrassed because I stretched their parenting 
responsibilities out a few years, but my parents always tell me they are 
really proud of me. Plus, my mom always tells me that I’ve never done 
anything the easy way. It’s always been my own road.”

Most students find four years of undergraduate classes stressful 
enough on their bank accounts, and she felt the effects of twice that 
amount; however, she stayed positive and tried to not stress herself out 
over her finances because she realized that finishing her degree and 
never giving up was what was truly important to her.

“As far as finances go, there’s a part of each day that gets set aside 
for worrying about [it],” she said. “But after that part, I don’t think about it. 
Otherwise, I would just suffocate myself.”

For Ulrich, the hardest part of the whole experience wasn’t the hefty 
tuition bills, or even the decision of what she wanted to do with her 
future, but seeing her friends graduate and move on without her.

“Sometimes, it’s emotionally hard to see all your friends move on with 
their lives,” she said. “They are getting married, having kids, but I’m still 
stuck in my undergrad.”

Even though her undergraduate experience was not easy, she gained 
many assets that enhanced her already positive personality.

“I think I have gained an understanding of people’s efforts,” Ulrich 
said. “I am not as quick to judge as some people may be. I know 
the meaning of ‘perseverance’ on a different level, because I have 
persevered more than one time. It has taught me a lot about patience, 
and if l really want to do something, I can do it.”
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SPOILIN’
FOR A FIGHT

People: Mixed Martial Arts Club

Mixed Martial Arts Club offers members a chance to train, learn different fighting styles
When Austin Gregory and his friends got together to spar 

in the gym back in his freshman year, it was all for fun and 
recreation. Nowadays, Gregory still does it for fun, but he also 
has a lot more people around him now.

Enter the MSU Mixed Martial Arts Club, which grew from a 
few friends training in a gym to an organization that meets twice 
a week in IM West. The process to become an actual club was a 
chore, so it took some persuasion by Gregory and his friends.

“The IM Department didn’t like the idea of an MMA Club at 
first because a lot of people don’t really know that much about 
martial arts or MMA for that matter, but they know what they 
see on TV, and on TV they see people beating the crap out of 
each other,” Gregory said, a senior this year. “It took us awhile 
before we convinced them it was safe, it’s a very controlled 
environment. We’re just there to train and get better; we’re not 
there to hurt each other.”

Mixed Martial Arts, thrust into the spotlight for its use in the 
Ultimate Fighting Championships (UFC), is basically a fighting 
style that combines several fighting styles. In short, if you know 
a martial art, go ahead and use it. Common fighting techniques 
seen in MMA fights range from jujitsu, taekwondo and judo to 
karate, boxing and wrestling.

While a lot of members are there just to train and stay in 
shape like Gregory, some members use the club to learn 
more MMA and also to train for real fights. Sophomore Erik 
Butterfield, a longtime wrestler, was training to fight in one of 
the local amateur leagues in Michigan this year, and won his 
first two fights in January and February.

While the club doesn’t require its members to sustain a 
huge commitment, they are definitely in for a workout when 
they get to a session. Gregory broke down a typical day at the

MMA club: It starts with a simple warm-up of running and lots of 
stretching to get the blood flowing, followed by over a half hour 
of conditioning, which is usually pretty rigorous, according to 
Gregory. The group moves into standard drills and techniques, 
and for the last part of practice they work on sparring and rolling, 
the actual combat. The practices aim to improve technique and 
endurance; the latter factor a crucial one in MMA.

“Endurance is 50% of the fight,” said Gregory. “I’ve seen a 
lot of fights where the only reason the winner won was because 
he outlasted the other guy. The other guy got tired first.”

Gregory has gotten a lot out of the MMA club besides 
physical fitness.

“MMA for me personally teaches me control, to be relaxed 
even when something’s going on. Because when you’re fighting, 
the worst thing you can do is get worked up and get stressed out 
and get mad, because you’re going to make a lot of mistakes.”

“I enjoy teaching other people that come into the club [for 
freej.Mget a personal kick out of that,” Gregory said.

Butterfield also enjoys the teaching aspect of the MMA club.
“I’ve gotten to the point where I’ve been able to teach a lot 

of new people that don’t know too much,” Butterfield said.
So potential mixed martial artists, the word is out: There 

are people on campus that can and will help you train to learn 
the ways of MMA. Even with the last of the founding members 
graduating this spring, the new president for next year,
Butterfield, expects the continuing growth of MMA.

“A lot of people have interest in it but don’t know about 
it,” Butterfield said. “Everybody I talk to says ‘Oh man, that’s
awesome, I want to train and stuff,’ but I don’t know if they’ll Text: bJaolb Kanci erz 
keep training if they find out what it’s about.” Photo: M®on RobpSn

Just wait until they hit the conditioning. Desi gn: Vi Sari Vol 1 mar
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SPOTLIGHT ON 
CAITLYN KNISELY
Actress, singer, dancer, choreographer and director

Caitlyn Knisely is not unlike any other college 
student. She hits the books and does her fair share of 
research. She has considerable amounts of homework 
and comes to class ready to practice.

The only difference is, Knisely is reading plays to find 
the perfect monologue for her next play audition. Her 
homework consists of memorizing lines in preparation to 
perform and be evaluated in front of her classmates and 
professor on a regular basis.

For Knisely, it’s only part of being a sophomore 
theatre major.

“It’s a little bit harder than other majors,” Knisely said. 
“I feel like it’s different because it’s so creatively-based.”
( “You don’t go home and do three hours of math (  
homework, you go home and you develop a character.”

In addition to being part of MSU’s exclusive bachelor 
of fine arts program, (only about 15 students a class 
can make it after trying out at the end of freshmen 
year) Knisely sings regularly with the co-ed accapella 
group Capital Green and is consistently part of the 
university’s main stage performances. Coming off her 
first college musical role in “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show,” Knisely already has her sights set on auditions 
for “Rent” in November.

Knisely’s resume doesn’t stop there. A dancer 
since she was two years old, it took trying out for one 
high school play to get her into acting. By the time she 
arrived on campus, she had already been involved in 
at least 10 plays. However, Knisely didn’t limit herself 
to just acting, she also choreographed and co-directed 
two plays.

“By the time I was a senior in high school we had a 
new director, and he didn’t really know a lot about our 
department. I was the president of the drama club, and 
he decided he really wanted someone there to help, so 
I ended up co-directing with him,” Knisely said.

Knisely drew experience for her role from a job 
she already had as a choreographer for the Children’s

Lauren Wood

Theatre in her hometown of Northville, Ml during the 
past two summers.

Despite having this wealth of experience at her age, 
Knisely is still working to hone her craft. Knisely says 
that her strengths include contemporary and comedic 
styles, she’s often typecast as the “ditzy” character, but 
she is working on her classical Shakespearean sing, 
she is still learning to branch out into all areas of acting.

“Being an actress, you have to be able to do 
everything and anything,” Knisely said. “If you’re not 
good at Shakespeare or something then that limits your 
choices for jobs.”

Knisely thinks that going to a school the size of MSU 
still gives her advantages to diversify her acting.

“The one thing I do like about this school’s program 
is that they help you with everything you need to be 
helped with,” Knisely said. “If you have a weakness in 
something, they target it because they want you to be a 
better person and to get more jobs.”

However, Knisely, not unlike many other students, 
still has to decide where she wants to be after college 
is over. When asked what her career intentions were, 
she smiled and said, “Ahh, my favorite question,” to 
which she quickly retorted, “Actually, it’s not.”

In terms of acting, Knisely plans on “definitely trying 
to go for it,” but also plans on going to grad school to 
become a teacher in her field.

“I want to eventually act, I’m going to act, but I 
like other stuff too,” Knisely said, referencing her 
background in choreography and directing. “I’ve 
always had a passion for being on the other side of 
the table.”

Where Knisely lands in show business is yet to be 
determined. But regardless of that, Knisely will have 
enough exposure to the stage and a bulky resume to 
show off to potential employers. As for now, she’s still 
just an everyday college student, busy reading plays, 
researching monologues and developing characters.
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of BSA.”
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Extending their membership to those outside 
the organization, the Black Student Alliance views 
all black students as instant members of their 
large extended family.

“We are a committed to promoting academic 
and political awareness in order to strengthen 
the black community at Michigan State Univer- 
sity,” president Desiree Tucker said.B"And if you
are a black student here on campus, then no 
need to register because to us, you are already 
member of BSA.”

PROMOTING CHANGE

According to Ingram, the BSA held three big 
events throughout the course of the year. During 
the fall they held their 36th Black Power Rally on 
campus. The event reached its capacity with over 
600 people in attendance.

The BSA also held its annual Mr. Black MSU 
scholarship, which is available for any black male 
at the University.

“Our events throughout the year funded by 
ASMSU,” Ingram said. “We also associate with RHA,
OCAT, and are involved with several black caucuses.”

To end the year, the BSA held the Black 
Pearl Awards. The award ceremony honored 
significant students and faculty, along with reg­
istered organizations such as fraternities and 
sororities, who contributed to the improvement 
of the black society.

“There is so many wonderful people who are 
a part of this organization, and it is great to see
them recognized,” said Tucker. “We truly do care _  . .
about just giving the black students their best pos- G r o u p  p r o v id e s  
sible experience while in college.” forum for black Students
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The organization, operating out of the multicul­
tural center in the basement of the Union, serves 
as a forum to ensure black minorities experience 
on campus is enriched through weekly meetings, 
rallies, speakers, and other educational venues.

“Our executive board consists of 14 members, 
and we usually have around 30 to 40 participants 
at all of our events,” special events coordinator 
Tiffany Ingram said. “However, at our big events 
that we throw each year we usually reach maxi­
mum capacity.”





People: Wells Hall Preacher

PIOUS I  
]PROPHEt

It was a sight that would have made Jesus himself green with envy. 
Dozens gathered around outside of Wells Hall hanging onto every

■  word that the man with pepper-colored hair spoke or, quite often, yelled. 
With a staff in his hand and a fire in his stare, the 66-year-old mobile

I  minister easily angered and entertained the crowd, perhaps falling just 
B  short of enlightening them.

It’s undeniable that Brother Jed Smock, one of the infamous Wells 
Hall preachers, knows how to grab people’s attention.

Brother Jed, who travels from campus to campus nationwide, stopped 
■m by MSU on Sept. 22, and it didn’t take long for people to take notice.

With exclamations like “All non-Christians are going to H-E-double-L!” 
k l  and “Socialism is a sin!” Brother Jed garnered the attention he obviously
■  was striving for, and students were constantly amassed around the 

Indiana-native for the whole six hours that he graced them with his 
presence - pun intended.

After luring students in with his - what can only be described as 
- bold statements, Brother Jed guided the conversation into a more 
personal, intimate direction.

“After all, this isn’t church,” the self-professed former “whore- 
mongering frat boy” said.

“Young men like this,” Brother Jed said, pointing to a man in the 
crowd while looking through the crowd in search of women listeners,
“will tell you anything to get in your pants. Of course, he’ll probably 
prematurely ejaculate before he gets there.

“Boys on this campus look as you as nothing more than a piece of 
A-S-S!” he yelled, to which a female student ran up next to him and 
mockingly shook her “A-S-S.” __________________________

“You girls,” he continued, “would rather have an orgasm than a bright 
idea!”

To prove his point, Brother Jed took listeners on a trip back to the 
days of drugs, hugs and free love, when a young man named George 
Edward Smock was a sophomore at Indiana University.

“Did you hear about the girl I dated in college?” George “Brother Jed” 
Smock asked. “This is not the one with crabs.

“We never needed the heater,” he said, referencing the cold winters 
he spent with his main squeeze Margaret at their local drive-in theater. 
“We had our own heat. It was hotter than ever in the back seat of my 
father’s 1954 Chevrolet Bel Air with leather seats!”

Soon, the whole crowd was chanting “In the back seat of my father’s 
1954 Chevrolet Bel Air with leather seats!” each time Brother Jed would 
share another one of his collegiate sexcapades.

“These stories,” Brother Jed explained, “are to teach you self-control.”
n t fh u M lR  pq. 1050
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“You 
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would 
rather 

have an 
■orgasm 

than a 
bright 
idea!”

Eventually, the topic of conversation 
transitioned from sex to secularism, and 
soon thereafter opposing sacred texts.

Hoisting a Qur’an into the air, Brother 
Jed began reading passages from the 
Islamic holy book. When he was done 
reading scriptures that, according to him, 
called for the murder of Christians, Brother 
Jed gave his take on the Muslim faith.

“Not ajjMuslims are terrorists,” he said. 
The crowd around him looked pleased 
and surprised at his uncharacteristically 
warm statement.

“Good Muslims are terrorists.”
After the crowd audibly displayed their 

displeasure with Brother Jed’s statement, 
he quickly moved to defend himself.

“ I had some Muslim girls at the 
University of Minnesota try to steal my 
Qur’an and kill me,” he said in a matter-of- 
fact tone.

“Give us your Qur’an, or we’ll cut you 
into a thousand pieces,”’ he said in a 
raspy, butchered-Middle Eastern voice. 
After that, the Muslim women moved in 
and strangled him, and just before he 
gasped what could have been his last 
breath, the police came and the women 
scattered, never to be seen again.

Man, could he tell a story.
And as with any good storyteller, his 

tales and philosophies were full of twists 
and turns. Take, for instance, his stance on 
homosexuality.

“I’m all for homosexual marriage,” 
Brother Jed admitted, again to pleased

and surprised applause.
“If a good homosexual man wants to 

marry a lesbian woman...”
Behold Brother Jed, the raiser of hope 

and crusher of spirits.
When junior Dion Green joined the 

conversation and referenced a book that 
claimed many Christian leaders were 
homosexuals, Brother Jed pulled two 
gems out of his bag of tricks.

He said the first with a disgusted look 
on his face: “It was probably written by 
some homo.”

The second came when someone was 
talking during Green’s follow-up question.

“You just interrupted a black guy,” 
Brother Jed said to the man who spoke 
when Green, an African-American, was 
asking his question; “You gotta give him 
some Affirmative Action!”

Despite Brother Jed’s seemingly 
sporadic, random and out-of-nowhere 
comments, he did have a set goal and 
clear mission in mind for his day at 
MSU.

“I want to start an army of preachers!”! 
he yelled. “We Christians want to take 
over the world!”

If passersby didn’t know any better, j 
the Army-like crowd around him was prool 
enough to the success of his mission. 
Unfortunately for Brother Jed, however, 1 
not everyone in the crowd was as 
gung-ho as their militant counterparts.

“This isn’t religion,” someone from the 
crowd lamented. “This is bullshit.”
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People: Wells Hall Preacher
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MAKING
WAVES
MSU Crew’s new coach brings 

a new direction to program

Its 5:45 a.m. and the MSU Crew is at 
Grand River Park, ready to begin practice. 
After a warm-up and stretch, they are in 
boats rowing up and down the river in 
pieces, rowing a specific time or distance, 
at different rates.

8:00 a.m.- the team comes off the water 
and heads to their classes.

5:00 p.m.- the team reports to 
Demonstration Hall for the second practice 
of the day; weight training for two to three 
hours. They go home to work on homework 
and go to bed, then wake up the next day 
to do it all again.

Each rower puts in at least 26 hours of 
practice each week, all for a race that lasts 
no more than eight minutes.

The hours of practice take dedication, 
ultimately perfecting each stroke made during 
a race. The team started the season with a 
new head coach, Mike Bailey, who revamped 
the program and taught the rowers a new 
technique that has paid off on the water.

“The new coach we hired is incredibly 
knowledgeable, he has coached for 13 
years,” senior club president Karl Harshe 
said. “His last program, he started from 
scratch and they went on to win a national 
championship. The training changed, his 
coaching style is completely different.”

Although such a big change in the 
coaching style may have proved a difficult 
transition, the team has seen the results.

“The fact we’re walking away from 
the first regatta of the year that gives 
out medals, with medals, that just hasnf 
happened,” Harshe said.

The team has also showed their strength

in the dual meets of their season.
“We finally got the states cup back 

from Ohio State this year,” senior Laurissa 
Gulich said. “We beat them in 10 of the 13 I 
races. We have not had the cup in a while, j  

After winning back the states cup, the 
Crew’s season only continued to improve as 
all the boats showed faster times on the water. | 
Eight of the team’s boats earned a spot in 
the American Collegiate Rowing Association 
National Championship Regatta, with six boats! 
earning a spot in the grand finals.

“We exceeded our expectations,” Harshe 
said. “Last year we only had one boat make 
it into the grand final and this year we had 
six. The men’s varsity eight, which is the 
highest profile race, posted the fastest time 
we have ever posted in a national event.
We have had Olympians on the team and 
have not been able to post faster boats.” 1  

With only five seniors and five juniors of 
65 total athletes, the young team earned 
finals in a record seven events, qualifying 
for finals in four of their five eights races. 
The team also took home a silver medal in 
the lightweight women’s 4.

The club’s hard work and improvements 
has not gone unnoticed, leaving next 
season even more promising than this one.

‘This season is a jumping walk for next 
season. Being able to finish on the top of the 
clubs means that we have a lot of potential,’«  
Harshe said. “All I can say is that I am really 
proud of the steps the team has made both 
individually and collectively. Between 
student leadership and the coaching staff, 
there is really not a whole lot more that I 
could have asked for.|B
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ALL
ABOUT PRIDE

One student takes the definition of “fan” to a whole new level
As Joe Oginsky walked out of the stadium, he couldn’t 

believe what he had just seen. He had just witnessed 
Michigan State beat Michigan in a 26-20 overtime thriller.

“I’ve witnessed a lot of games. I was at the Final Four game 
when Michigan State beat Connecticut. I saw Michigan State 
beat Notre Dame last year in football, but this was one of the 
most special games I’ve been to,” Oginsky said with his voice 
cracking from screaming for four straight hours. But he didn’t 
have much time to think about what happened because he 
had to get his voice better for another week of cheering. After 
all, that is what a super-fan does.

This is what THE super-fan does.
It all started three years ago when he arrived in East 

Lansing as a freshman, coming from a close-knit school in 
rural Owosso. In high school, Oginsky said he was known for 
his pride, and that’s not something he wanted to lose when 
he got to State.

“My freshman year, I realized that not a lot of people 
actually went ‘all out,’ and I felt like I needed to continue my 
super fan identity from high school and show my Spartan 
pride,” he said.

Oginsky started the tradition at his very first football game 
of his freshman year when Michigan State played Alabama- 
Birmingham.

“I walked into the stadium for my first game dressed with a 
State flag as a cap and a Spartan helmet ” he said. “And the 
costume has kind of evolved from that into what it is now.”

Fast-forward to 2009, Joe’s junior year.
At 7 a.m., the alarm rang through his ears and jolted him 

out of bed. He had exactly five hours to prepare for one of the 
biggest games of the year.

“It was Michigan baby. What kind of super-fan would I be if I 
didn’t go all out for this one?” said Oginsky with a smug smirk 
on his face.

His routine consists of waking up five hours before every 
kickoff to apply makeup. For basketball games, he always 
arrives a half-hour before the gates open to ensure he gets 
front row lower bowl.

“After I apply my makeup I head to the stadium, and I have 
no time for tailgating because I have to get in line to get a 
seat,” he said. “I usually hang around after the game for two 
hours or so to tailgate with my friends and family. And drunk 
people usually like to take pictures with me.”

But a super-fan has to get some attention, right?
Oginsky has evolved his role as a super-fan throughout his 

three years at the school. What started out as a simple cape 
and helmet has transformed into a staple at home games.

“I get a lot of support from random fans who love it. I’m in 
the same spot for most games so people tend to know where 

sj am going to be,” he said.
Oginsky has been pictured in the Detroit Free Press and 

shown on TV for Spartan games numerous times.
“Whenever I get coverage, I get pretty stoked because I 

think it is pretty cool,” he said with a laugh.
As he prepares the intricate swirls on his face with a 

toothpick, he can’t help but feel a sense of pride. He strives 
to stand out and can’t help but want to be a part of Spartan 
history.

“For the most part, I care about every Spartan team 
winning because it makes going to the games and being a
fan that much better. When your team is winning, it’s a lot 
easier to cackle the other team.”

When
your 

team is
winning, 
it’s a lot

easier to 
cackle 

the other 
team.”
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Justin Ford wears many hats among the LBGT 
community at MSU. This communications senior is the 
program assistant of MSU’s LBGT Resource Center, as 
well as the president of RING, and the secretary of PRISM; 
LBGT caucuses in the residence halls.

As he gets ready for the next phase of his life, Justin 
looks back on his time at MSU and credits his experiences 
in these groups with his personal growth and success.

Although unforeseen, it was a combination of perfect 
timing and the offset of a broken relationship that led Justin 
to his involvement with these organizations.

Dissatisfied with things, he felt he had too much downtime.
“I needed to fill that void with something, and this 

community did that for me.”
So, Ford took a chance.
“I saw this poster for an event (with the residential 

caucuses),” he said. “And I’d thought I’d just go and check 
it out. Then I found out that PRISM needed an e-board 
position filled, so I just jumped in and got involved. It was 
the same with RING. At the time, their e-board sort of 
dismantled, so being a part of the community, I thought I’d 
just try my hand.”

Ford got lucky again when he went to the LBGT 
Resource Center to volunteer, unknowingly at the same 
time the former program assistant was graduating and the 
position was opening up.

FEET ON THE GROUND
A pillar of support in MSU’s LBGT community tells his story

The rest is history. >>Continue,d opjpg. 058



“I came in 
thinking I 

was further 
along the 

path to self-
discovery
than most 

people, but 
since then 

I’ve been 
able to learn 

so much 
more about 

myself - what 
I want, who I 
am and who 

I’m not.”



Since everything fell into place for Justin, the part he’s 
enjoyed the most has been the people he’s worked with.

“I love all the students that come in. It’s just fun to see 
them come in and watch them going through the same 
things that I once went through.

“Like having someone walk in and tell me ‘I just came 
out, and it was awesome!’. I really love those experiences,” 
he laughed.

“As for PRISM and RING, I love the students. They’re so 
much fun, and we learn so much for each other,” he said. 
“We’re just like a family, and we always have a great time 
together. My only regret is that I didn’t find out about them or 
get involved with them earlier.”

Ford has since had countless memorable experiences in 
his involvement with the LBGT community at MSU.

“There was the International Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, where we held a vigil for the lives that were 
lost in the past calendar year,” he said.

Ford got to co-lead the vigil.
“That was really, really wonderful. I had never felt more 

connected to my university and my community than at that 
moment,” he said.

He was also a co-coordinator for the Spartan Remix last

fall and one of the chairs of the 2010 MSU Drag Show.
“It was a huge project, but it was so much fun just to 

see everyone having a wonderful time. It was incredibly 
gratifying to know that something I did could make so many 
people so happy,” he said.

“The best thing about my time here at MSU was just all 
of the opportunities that were available to me to find out 
who I was,” Ford said I came in thinking I was further along 
the path to self-discovery than most people, but since then 
I’ve been able to learn so much more about myself.- what I 
want, who l am, and who I’m not.1

“I guess the best thing about my being here is that I now 
feel I’ve accomplished everything I want to do.”

Justin plans on pursuing a master’s degree on student 
affairs administration at Eastern Michigan University after he 
graduates. He is also getting married in May 2011.

“I really like the quote: ‘Keep your eyes on the stars, 
but keep your feet on the ground’,” Justin advised to MSU 
students, both current and incoming.

“You need to dream, and that’s important. But even when 
you’re accomplishing all these wonderful, grandiose things, 
you still need to be down-to-earth, humble, and very human 
about it all. That’s how I’ve lived my life.”
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Disabled senior aspires to help others
For most students, the decision about where to go to college Is 

dependent on what they want to do with their lives. For senior Jodi 
Kreschmer, her decision required a little more thought. “How accessible is 
the university for my wheelchair?”

Apparently, MSU was accessible enough.
‘They do have a really good disability network here,” Jodi said. ‘They are 

really good about accommodations. When I first got here, they helped me get 
settled and helped me find people to help me do things I can’t do on my own.”

Although her lifestyle changed significantly when she came to Michigan 
State, Kreschmer had a large support network, which made the transition 
less difficult. She said the hardest part was asking people if they were 
willing to help, but everyone always lent a hand. Thanks to the helpful 
atmosphere, she was able to adjust and feel more comfortable, and now 
she works to help students with disabilities.

“I do a lot of undergraduate research assistantships,” she said. “I am 
currently on the research for BAD-L, which stands for Building Alliances for 
Disability Leadership. Basically, they have people from older generations with 
disabilities mentor the newer generations so they can learn to take action.

“I really want to go to school to help kids with disabilities,” Kreschmer 
said. “I would like to come back and help (disability programs) because they 
have helped me out over the past four years. I would be glad to help them 
in any way.”

Kreschmer is passionate about helping others with disabilities because 
she feels that it is not only important to have a strong support network, 
but also to help them understand that anything really is possible through 
hard work._____

‘I think I’m a good example that you can achieve something. It’s harder
when you have a disability, but you can do it.”isho said. Ever since I 
was little - 1 think it has something to do with my disability - 1 have really 
been able to understand people and help people. I just have a knack for 
understanding relationships. I really want to make an example for kids with 
disabilities.”

She wants to help kids with disabilities change their parents’ views on 
college. She feels that often parents are afraid to send their child to college, 
and just become too overwhelmed; she wants to help other students have 
the same opportunities she had.

My dad always said, ‘You are going to go to college and you are going 
to make something of yourself,”’ she said. “Parents often get scared. My 
mom still is.’f l

Kreschmer has overcome a lot to get where she is today. Leaving home 
to attend Michigan was a huge step out of her comfort zone, as well as 
adjusting to using a scooter.

I always used to walk with my walker everywhere I went, but I can’t 
do that here because the campus is so big and the buses are just too 
confusing,” she said. “In the winter, I basically just have to trudge through.
I have only gotten stuck twice. I must say, people are very nice if I get 
stuck or can’t open a door, they usually help. I just like my independence 
because I don’t like waiting for the bus or for someone to drive me.”

She feels her educational experience at Michigan State has been great, 
but she thinks the best part is meeting people from all places around the 
world and learning about their cultures.

Meeting other people with disabilities was also good,” she said. “I went 
to a school where I was the only one with a disability, so it’s good to see 
other people. I really like being a part of a community of people who are all 
different, but who come together to learn.”

“I think
I’m a good 
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TOGETHER AS ONE
Native American tribes from across the Mid-west join in spirit at the Pow-Wow of Love

As the drummers beat their tribal drums and 
chant their songs, dancers in brightly colored 
costumes dance in a circle in the middle of the floor. 
Small children, young adults and old war veterans 
alike move about in their own ways to the beat of the 
drums. Every spectator stands out of respect for the 
dancers and look on during the grand entry at the 
27th Pow-Wow of Love.

Each February the North American Indigenous 
Student Organization (NAISO) hosts the pow-wow 
to bring natives from across the mid-west together in 
celebration of their heritage.

“To me, the pow-wow is a time to see my family, 
old friends and to make new ones,” junior Marcus 
Winchester said. “It is also a time to have a good 
time dancing and seeing the music.

Winchester is the Residence Hall Association 
representative for NAISO. The group has been on 
campus since the 1970s and has strived to promote 
the Native cultures around campus.

“A lot of people have misconceptions, so we get 
to teach the campus about us,” Winchester said. “We 
hold workshops where we do arts and crafts and 
presentations. This year, we had a panel answering 
questions about Native cultures.”

But NAISO does much more than that. They also 
come together to learn about each other’s different

tribes. NAISO has about 20 active members who 
come from different tribes, all of which have different 
heritages and traditions.

“We come together to respect our culture, and 
others’. Every culture is different so we want to 
promote being proud of being Native,” freshman 
Bianca Blwekaty said. “I’m from out-of-state and I 
wanted to join some Native group to feel closer to 
them. This is a new experience for me because my 
tribe, we don’t do pow-wows, but it’s a way to get 
people together.”

In addition to the pow-wow, NAISO hosts several 
events during November, as it is Native Heritage 
Month. The group uses this month to host social 
events and to teach others about aspects of the 
Native American culture and help others understand 
the different traditions.

“I enjoy the different activities we do and getting 
to learn about different cultures,’’:Blwekaty said. 
“We’re going to Washington D.C. in April to see the 
Native American museum there. I am pretty excited 
for that.”

The theme for all of NAISQ’s events is unity.
|  “W e want us all to come together, as students,®  
and as Natives, working together, learning together] 
and teaching together about our culture,
Elaina Leaureaux said.
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MIDNIGHT WITH 
MENNA’S JOINT
Menna’s employee John Klingler serves up interesting tales of late night deliveries

I Riding along in the 1999 blue Dodge Stratus, watching the driver 
flick the volume knob of the stereo to turn up his classic jazz it’s hard to 
remember that to most he is just a face. For most, a delivery person is 
nothing more than a face that briefly enters their life, drops some food off 
and then exits without a trace. But John Klingler, a Michigan State alumna 
with a degree in history and German, has much more to say and much 
more to offer than just a Menna’s delivery guy job title.

For five hours of his shift, John drove around East Lansing. The hours 
quickly passed.

12:50 a.m. Fatty Dub to University Village.
John, or “Johnny Rocket,” as his colleagues dubbed him, walked into 

the kitchen, emerging seconds later with the first delivery of the night.
He grabbed the ordered Fatty Dub and hopped in the Stratus, and John 
immediately started talking about the ins and outs of the business.

No party at the University Village. Only a routine buzz-in at the door. 
The customer came down to claim his food without even a hint of humor. 
He just signed the credit card slip and walked back into the apartment.

“Most of the time, you know you are going to get the best tips from a 
cash order, and credit card tips are the worst because they are prepaid a 
lot of times,” John said. “Dorms don’t usually tip very well, either.”

John’s theory is that dorm kids are out on their own for the 
first time, and frankly just don’t really know the ropes of tipping 
etiquette yet.

The night only gets better as time goes on, John mentions. Makes 
sense.

1:10 a.m. Three Blazer Dubs to Elizabeth Street. Two Philly 
Cheese Steak Dubs to Chandler Crossings. Two CT Dubs to 
Rutherford Street.

“You always have to have a strategy when you leave the 
restaurant of how to get to your deliveries the fastest,” John said. “I 
know every route I have to take, and know pretty well where every 
stop sign is and how long a stop light will last.”

That’s what happens when you deliver food for two years. John 
began the delivery with a quick stop on Elizabeth Street, dropping 
off three Blazer Dubs. After a few knocks, the three hungry 
customers arrived at the door and signed the slips. They were 
simply watching the movie Gladiator. Another delivery, and yet 
another boring result. Bor-ing. But the night was young.

“The night gets a lot more interesting for a delivery person after

“I’m on the job, 
so I can’t drink, 
but sometimes 
I do take the beer 
and keep i 
for after J5

2 (a.m.) because that’s when the bars close.”
After the Elizabeth Street delivery, he took the long drive out to Chandler 

Crossings. Two Philly Cheese Steak Dubs were to be dropped off.
“Sometimes it’s relaxing when you know you got a long drive out to a 

place like Chandler because you just get to sit back and drive. You don’t 
have to worry about maneuvering all around town,” John said.

For John, an average tip is $2. A great tip is anything above that. His 
biggest pet peeve is finding out that someone who ordered is now passed 
out because he doesn’t receive any money. He’s been pulled over seven 
or eight times and only had one ticket because, as he believes, delivery 
people receive a little more leeway with the powers that be. And yes, he has 
been offered beer for tips more times than anyone could even imagine.

“I’m on the job, so I can’t drink, but sometimes I do take the beer and 
keep it for after work.”

Pulling into the Landings at Chandler, John was treated with a party. 
The party, however, offered little to talk about because some guy opened 
the door and then quickly shut it after he received his food. It seemed as if 
no one wanted to talk to a delivery guy. Some random drunk girl from the 
party shouted “Who ordered Menna’s?”

Next stop: Rutherford Street, John headed in with two CT Dubs in 
hand. Finally, someone offered John his first beer and bong hit of the 
night. Finally, someone was considerate enough to offer him some 
refreshments, but he declined because, well, he was on the job.

On the way back to the restaurant to pick up the next order, John tried 
to remember the craziest thing he had ever seen on the job.

“Oh, I see funny stuff every night. The thing is, I see it all the time so I 
don’t really remember much.”

2:20 a.m. A CT Dub and three Club Dubs to Chandler Crossings.
This trip out to Chandler was by far the best because, remember that 

drunk girl from the last party at Chandler? She ordered the CT Dub and 
he dropped it off to her at the street.

John’s next drop-off was the three Club Dubs not even to an apartment 
- but three guys in the hot tub. Seemed ordinary. But then they pulled out 
a bag of change to pay for their bill. A $29 tab, and $7 of it, plus tip, paid 
in change.

John can’t stand tips in change because all of the change goes 
straight to his change jar. “I’ll never use it,” John said.

Ungrateful people.
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If you live in South Complex, the face of 
Nick Pfost is one you might see quite often.

Pfost is currently the vice president of 
PRISM (People Respecting the Individuality 
of Students at MSU), the campus’ South 
Complex chapter of the Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Gay, Transgender (LBGT) community.

Pfost has been involved in PRISM since 
his freshman year and was president of 
the Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) at his high 
school in Coldwater, Michigan.

“That’s when I really first started to get 
involved in an LBGT community,” Pfost 
said. “For me, it provided a safe place. It 
was comforting that it was such a shared 
experience.”

The university’s Pride Week is from April 
11th to the 18th with events all around campus.

“It’s going to be a really gay week,” Pfost said.
Some of the events include a picnic with 

“gaymes” on the 11th, guest speaker Patrick 
McAlvey, a Lansing native that underwent 
ex-gay therapy on the 12th, face-painting 
and tie-dying on the 13th, folk duo Nervous 
But Excited on the 14th, a live performance 
from Transforming Theatre on the 15th, a 
drag show on the 16th, prom on the 17th. A 
dodge ball tournament on the 18th will finish 
the week up.

“All these events give students more 
exposure to the culture, it makes people more 
aware,” Pfost said. “I think the fact they know 
it exists, it plants it in their minds and gives it 
some legitimacy.”

April 16th is also the National Day o f i  
Silence, in which students from all across 
the country take a vow of silence. According

to Pfost, it’s symbolic for a lack of personal 
safety students might feel when speaking out 
about their sexuality.

Aside from Pride Week, the campus’ LBGT 
student alliance has events around campus 
that provides students with support and a 
place to be themselves all year long.

“We’ve been extremely active this year, m  
particularly the caucuses we’ve held,” Pfost 
said. “This year has been really positive.’’̂

This year, the alliance launched the 
I Am an Ally campaign, which fostered 
discussions and brought the LBGT 
community “down to a real level in the 
residence halls,” according to Pfost.______
J “People against the gay community used 
to get to me personally,” he said. “But a fte r |  
you’re exposed to it, you have to get over it.
That’s why I go to education. We leave the 
door open, but there are people where you 
can’t change their minds. You have to know 
when to engage in conversation, and when to 
just walk away.”

Next year, Pfost will be Chairperson of the 
Alliance of LBGT students at MSU and he 
says he’s confident for the alliance’s future.

“I want to focus on activism, advocacy and 
education,” he said.

The alliance planned to travel to Ann Arbor 
next February for a three-day conference 
that, according to Pfost, “brings identity to 
real world things.” The conference has a 
variety of workshops on everything from 
transgenderism to leadership.

“I think next year will be a success,”
Pfost said. “I think it’ll feel good to have our 
presence known in Ann Arbor.”
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TONY THE TAXI MAN
Tony Benedict’s bike taxi service turns 
enough profit to pay tuition

If it weren’t for a drunk driving accident, Tony Benedict would 
have never become the famous Tony the Taxi Man.

“My truck was destroyed a few years back,” Benedict said. “I 
got hit by an intoxicated garbage truck driver. I had to ride my 
bike everywhere. One time, I saw this guy pulling his kids behind 
his bike and I was like, ‘Why can’t this work on a bigger scale?’ I 
looked it up on the Internet and found pedicabs for sale, like the 
ones they use m New York. I rode my bike everywhere for two 
years. I even found out I can bike in the snow, so I figured driving a 
pedicab would be the perfect job.”

For Tony, the $5,000 purchase of his pedicab was a huge 
investment.

The vehicle is made up of a 22-speed mountain bike that has a 
motorcycle chain that attaches to the cart to make it easier to tow. 
Luckily for Benedict, his investment proved to be a good one.

“On an average night, I make anywhere from $60 to $200 in 
tips,” he said. “I don’t have a rate, I just accept tip s ! figured I’d 
make more money if I didn’t have a set rate. I knew people would 
like me more and see how hard I had to work to get them where 
they wanted to go. I was actually able to pay for my tuition this 
summer with just the tips I made.”

Although his business is now rather fruitful, it hasn’t always 
been a smooth ride. At one point, the City of East Lansing passed 
an ordinance that revoked his taxi license, forcing him to work 
exclusively in Lansing.

Now he’s back in East Lansing - after a change in the city’s taxi 
rules - and his business is almost exclusively students.

“I started out just doing three nights a week,” he said. “I would go 
around East Lansing at bar-closing and try to pick up anyone who 
needed a ride. I got the bike taxi painted so people know it’s legit.”

Benedict said that January is his best season because not 
many people enjoy walking in the snow and he is able to ride his 
bike through the snow.

Willingly sacrificing their Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights 
for a job is not something most people would want to do, but 
Benedict said he meets a lot of interesting people on the job.

“It’s definitely put a shot on my social life,” he said. “But I do 
meet a lot of people. It can get crazy. You probably can’t even print 
what’s happened in that cab. People make out in, and throw beer 
bottles at, the cabjl had a dog get in once, (and) he didn’t wanna 
get out.”

Benedict is still hoping for an iconic MSU client, too.
“I tried to get Sparty to ride in it, but he hasn’t gotten in yet. I 

am going to keep trying until he does.”



HOME COMFORT 
AND CULTURE

Jewish Student Union tries to promote Jewish culture across campus
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Walking by the house located on 360 Charles St., 
many people usually look at it like it’s out of place. That’s 
because in the midst of all the college houses, there is a 
two-story house that looks as if it should belong in some 
quiet subdivision rather than the heart of a college campus. 
That house is the Hillel house and it is home to the Jewish 
Student Union (JSU), a student cultural group on campus.

“Hillel is a national organization and the JSU is more of 
cultural student-based group,” JSU president Geoff Levin 
said. “It’s sort of like an umbrella. There is a number of 
groups that are associated with us and we have a spot in 
student government.”

The JSU joins forces with Hillel to create an atmosphere 
promoting the Jewish presence on campus. Their primary 
objective is to provide Jewish students with opportunities to 
explore their cultural and ethnic experiences.

Walking into the Hillel house, your eyes are at first 
brought to the all-hardwood floors with the marble accent 
that makes the open house seem even more open. Your first 
encounter is with a receptionist and inviting jars of candy 
scattered across all the tables in the entrance. Then you 
enter the newly expanded dining room with enough tables 
to fit over 100 people and you start to wonder what the 
big deal about the Hillel house is. It seems as if it’s a place 
where everyone’s welcome, but nothing is too personal.

And then you make your way down to the hangout room 
in the basement where you see a foosball table with a ball 
still stuck in the corner, obvious evidence that the game

isn’t just a dust collector. Your eyes then are fixated on the 
wrap-around couch with a plasma TV plastered on the 
wall next to a Larry Bird framed photograph. That is when 
you get it. You finally realize that the Hillel house, just like 
the JSU, doesn’t go out of its way to pull someone into 
their beliefs. They just want whoever is curious to stop by, 
feel comfortable and experience a different culture if they 
choose.

“We like to think that the JSU is a resource to the 
community,” Levin said. “Anyone is welcome no matter their 
religion, and we just want people to be able to experience a 
different culture if they choose.”

Throughout the fall semester, the JSU threw different 
events to cater to different types of people. Events such as 
Israel Fest were designed to show the different sub-cultures 
of Israel, while Sparty’s Hanukkah Party was designed to 
celebrate Hanukkah with the Jews in Greek Life.

“Throughout the semester, we engage around 800 
people^so^H p events, like Israel Fest, are tailored to get 
our culture out to whoever is interested,! while other events 
focus more on the celebration of our cultural and feature 
mostly people involved with JSU,” said Levin.

So remember that next time you may be walking down 
Charles St. and see that house that seems out of place. 
Whether you want to play a game of pool, watch some TV 
or just do your studies, stop by and see what it’s like. The 
JSU would just love to show you a little bit about what their 
culture is all about.
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“I really 
realized, 

especially 
when I was 

painting 
on the 

street side, 
how much 

I loved 
art.”
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PASSION 
IN THE PAINT
Artist Spencer Corbett analyzes college life through his narratives

People: Art i st

Every stroke has a meaning, every color a purpose, 
both of which come together creating a powerful image 
on the canvas. For studio art senior Spencer Corbett, 
it’s not just about making a beautiful image. It’s about 
creating an image that can tell a story.

For Corbett, that story happens to be a narrative 
about college lifestyles.

“Things kinda come to me spontaneously, but I focus 
on works that are socially critical,” he said. “For the 
past two years, I’ve been focusing on a work about the 
college lifestyle, the partying aspect and the different 
subcultures. I’d say my inspirations are my friends and 

B U B  the things I surround myself with.
“I try to address different issues like mob mentality 

and how individuals act based on how society expects 
them to act,” he said. “I guess common themes would be 
consumption and sexuality in college and the humor and 
reality in college lifestyles compared to the real reason 
we are here, to get an education. It reflects various 
aspects of my life, my friends’ lives and also things I 
observe. Usually my narratives are ironic or conflicting.
It’s very rare that I feel strongly that it’s a good thing or 
a bad thing; I’m just trying to make the viewer aware of 
college lifestyles.”

Corbett is incredibly passionate about his work, but he 
didn’t always know that he wanted to be a painter. When 
he first came to Michigan State, he had dreams of being 
in art education, but he changed his major after a study 
abroad experience that opened his eyes to how much he 
loved to paint.

“I’m not sure what it was, but I studied abroad in 
Florence two summers ago and I think it was the combo 
of seeing my professors travel and study abroad with 
students and being able to paint every day,” he said.

I really realized, especially when I was painting 
on the street side, how much I loved art. That is when

m

I decided to change my major from art [education] to 
studio art. I would say that was my happiest time in 
college.”

Corbett chose to specialize in painting because it was 
an area that he excelled at during his studio art classes. 
Although he said that art has been one of the only 
subjects he has always done well in, it wasn’t until he got 
to Michigan State that it became a big part of his life.

“I really like it because I think the art I have always 
responded well to were 2-D works,” Corbett said. “I really 
like taking a narrative and putting it in my art and I think 
that painting is the best way for me to do that.”

Corbett said that his narratives are not necessarily 
based on a specific experience, but on multiple 
experiences and observations he has had. He compiles 
multiple images to work from, not just one photograph.

“I usually start out with a very specific narrative 
in mind,” Corbett said. “I’ll find imagery to work 
from. I’ll pose my friends and take photographs and 
borrow photos from online sources. I’ll collage a lot of 
components together. I don’t paint directly from a photo; I 
paint things from observation.”

Corbett’s attention to detail is something that has 
helped him achieve great things with his work. This 
summer, he had work displayed in the East Lansing Art 
Festival. He was even able to sell some pieces, which 
allowed him to paint all summer instead of getting a 
summer job. In addition to being in the East Lansing Art 
Festival, Corbett also got acknowledgement in Art Prize, 
a festival in Grand Rapids.

After graduating in the spring, he hopes to attend 
graduate school to become a professional painter, as 
well as teach studio art classes at the college level.
He said he’s looking into graduate school at Indiana 
University, Pratt University, Columbia University and 
Pennsylvania Academy of Art.

Corbett has learned some valuable qualities from 
some of his professors at Michigan State that he hopes 
he can instill in his future students.

“ I would say what I really took from several of my 
profs, especially when it comes to painting, is that 
very few people have an initial talent,” he said. “ It’s 
something you have to put in the hours and work at.
I think part of it is even just a self-confidence that if I 
work really hard at something I can achieve it.”
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Harry Potter fanatics unite through their own “muggle” version of Quidditch
Fourteen players stand on “pitch,” brooms between 

their legs with looks of determination on their faces. At 
each end of the “pitch” are three goal hoops standing, 
six, seven and eight feet tall. The commentator 
introduces the teams, the snitch runs off and with a 
sharp blow of a whistle, the referee yells “Brooms up!” 
and the game begins.

This isn’t just any game; it’s a Quidditch match. 
Based on the game played in the Harry Potter books 
by J.K. Rowling, each team is made up of three 
chasers, two beaters, one keeper, and one seeker. 
The players use four game balls; three red dodge 
balls - Bludgers - and one slightly deflated volleyball 
- the Quaffle. In the books, the snitch is a golden ball 
that seems to have a mind of its own as it flies. In this 
mortal version of Quidditch, the snitch is a person 
who runs around campus with a tennis ball in a sock 
tied to their pants.

“Ryan Duffy wanted to turn his love for Harry 
Potter into a club and a sport,” freshman Kayla 
Barnes said. “He advertised a meeting for people who 
were interested. There were about 100 people at the 
first Quidditch meeting, so he asked a few people to 
sign up to be captains to help set up teams.”

Barnes is the chaser captain of the team Mischief 
Managers. Other Michigan State Quidditch teams 
include Ministry of Magic, Nighthawks, Rampaging 
Pygmy Puffs and Fizzing Whizzbees. All the team 
names are based on aspects of the Harry Potter 
books. MSU is not the only school that has a 
Quidditch team. And being that it’s an official club

sport, State can play other schools’ Quidditch teams.
“Right now, we are trying to raise funds so we 

can travel to other schools to play them,” sophomore 
Sara Tischler said. “Every year, there is a tournament 
called the Quidditch World Cup, and the school that 
wins that is the champion.”

Since the club is new to campus, the teams have 
yet to play other schools.

“There are still points and wins and loses, but 
the games are more about getting a feel for playing 
the game,” sophomore and captain of the Fizzing 
Whizbees Alyssa Dickey said. “Second sem ester,* 
we hope to expand the club even further by having 
a playoff type of scenario going on with the club, as 
well as traveling to other schools in Michigan to play 
against other collegiate teams.”

Getting acclimated to running around with a broom 
between their legs has taken some getting used to for 
the Quidditch players.
cl “I was the referee for a match one time and the 
snitch, being pursed by both seekers, came back to 
the pitch and tried to throw them both off his trail,” 1 
Dickey said. “One of the seekers was thrown to the 
ground and ended up breaking her finger. It was bent 
at an completely unnatural and disgusting angle, so 
we had another player drive her to the hospital to get 
it fixed.”

Although the matches are competitive and intense, 
the main goal of the Quidditch team is to have fun 
and unite people in their love for Harry Potter.



People: Quidditch

“There 
are still 
points and 
wins and 
loses, but 
the games 
are more 
about qetti 
a feel for 
playing 
the game.

■  un1 oBAddMCul « 1 1
t h e  B H p  as t h e  o p earn t r i e  : s
« 9  sfisopBrar. Mini l^tr i»S-.of B e
y e l 1 ow p ia y e d  a g a i n s t  Team N ig h tH aw k  on 
Nov. 22 a t  t h e  JfcSk.

A lis s a  Lane
E ll in a  S te in ..



ADJECTIVES, CLAU
ES & PHRASES

Teaching assistant brings wisdom and a laid back attitude to her classroom

Where 
other TAs 

might feel the 
need to be 

formal, I feel 
the most 

comfortable 
being laid 

back.”
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Adjective clauses and phrases. 
Adverbs and pronouns. What a stuffy 
subject in grammar. Walking into WRA 
370, an introduction to professional 
writing and grammar course, students 
might expect to walk into an uptight H  
boring grammar class.

Instead, they get Daisy Levy. 
Standing in the front of 14 students 

in 224 Bessey Hall was Levy in her 
black Capri pants and oversized light 
purple sweater. Her hair was pulled 
back tightly to her scalp as she was 
using her sweater to wipe a splash of 
water off her steel-framed glasses. In 
her own way, she looked more like she 
was ready to lounge on her day off 
than teach a professional writing class.

“She is just very chill,” senior 
Caitlin Belue said. “And it helps us 
because she knows that grammar is 
challenging, and her being laid back 
makes it easier for us.”

Maybe you can call her “chill.”
Levy opened the class session 

by letting students choose how they 
wanted to approach the topic of the 
day. She even cracked a Lemony 
Snicket joke when the class came 
about a dilemma when discussing the 
grammar of the pseudonym used by 
author Daniel Handler.

“Looks like we are in a Dileminy 
Snicket,” she said.

Oh, by the way, she isn’t even a

professor. She is still just a teaching 
assistant. Levy is a doctoral student in 
rhetoric and writing.

“I honestly didn’t even know she 
was a TA,” said one of her students, 
senior Teagan Clark. “I thought she 
was a professor.”

She credits that to her age.
“I am a little bit older than most TAs 

because I am a doctoral student,” she 
said. “I’ve already been through the 
master’s stage, so I have a little bit 
more experience.”

Levy hasn’t always called East 
Lansing home. She was born and 
raised in North Carolina and got her 
bachelor’s degree in English from 
the University of North Carolina. She 
went on to earn her master’s degree in| 
English with an emphasis on creative 
writing from the University of Miami 
(OH). In 2005, she moved to East 
Lansing because she always liked the 
English program at State.

“I’ve been a lot of different places 
with my life,” Levy said. “ It is kind 
of like what being a TA is like: you 
have to know how to juggle a lot of 
different roles.”

Beside teaching the introduction 
to professional writing and grammar, 
she also teaches Tier I writing classes. 
No matter what, though, she takes the 
same approach to every class: keep it 
laid back.

“Where other TAs might feel the 
need to be formal, I feel the most 
comfortable being laid back
said “I just want the students to feel at 
ease because, after all, it is about the 
students.”

Yup, she is definitely pretty chill.
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Standing in line to be picked for teams 
in elementary gym class is a lanky, 
uncoordinated kid’s nightmare, especially 
during dodgeball week.

But the sport is no nightmare to MSU’s 
dodgeball team.

The team practices three times a week 
for two hours at IM West, with games on 
weekends. MSU is currently ranked number 
three in the nation, with sophomore and 
team captain, Ian Childs, leading the way.

State was the first school to hold an 
intercollegiate dodgeball tournament and 
commonly plays teams like Grand Valley, 
Eastern Michigan, Central Michigan, Bowling 
Green, and Western Kentucky University.

Last year, MSU traveled to Kentucky and 
defeated the University of Kentucky (4-2), 
University of Louisville (7-0) and Western 
Kentucky (9-2).

Dodgeball is the largest club sport on 
campus, and since it was founded in 2003 
it has become one of the largest student 
organizations.

The dodgeball team likely owes much of 
lts exPansion to free publicity at university 
events like Sparticipation.

I joined after hearing about the club 
rough Sparticipation,” sophomore Brittany 
"ton said. “I thought, ‘Okay, if there is

a squirrel watching club, there must be a 
dodgeball club.’”

In order for a club to get started, there has 
to be student interest. And who doesn’t love a 
friendly game where the main objective is to 
throw balls at people as hard as you can?

“Dodgeball is a great stress reliever. I 
like hitting people,” Clifton said. “lt’s much 
more than elementary, but I feel like it 
brings out my inner child.”

The team is always seeking new 
members, for any interested student.

“If you can catch, dodge and throw, you 
can play,” Clifton said.

Freshman Stephen James encourages 
people to join the team.

“This is one of the better clubs on 
campus because you really get to know 
each other and everyone can play. It’s well 
rounded,” he said.

Clifton added, “I’ve made so many 
new friends - freshman to seniors of all 
different majors.”^

Not only do clubs at MSU help students 
expand their social circle, they allow for the 
acquisition of lifelong skills.

“Dodgeball has heightened my senses,” 
Clifton said. “You’re working together, and 
trusting people.lve learned that good 
teammates will help you out.”

DODGE, 
DUCK, DIP, 
DIVE AND 
DODGE
Michigan State’s dodgeball team 
encourages student participation
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People: Sorority President

GREEK
GODDESS
The life of the Kappa Delta sorority president

While public speaking is commonly considered a daunting task, 21-year-old 
Kappa Delta president Leslie Brown appears unusually at ease addressing large 
crowds. Sporting a smile with hands clasped at her sides, she gazes into the 
crowd without a hint of intimidation. The 115 pairs of eyes that stare back don’t 
belong to strangers. Instead, they are those of Brown’s sisters.

Elected in the fall of 2008, Brown planned on serving as Kappa Delta p re s i9  
dent throughout the course of a year. Having previously held leadership positions 
within the house, the senior now faces her most challenging role.

“The desire for presidency has always been there, but I never would have 
guessed had you told me four years ago,” Brown said.

After participating in the 2006 fall rush, the small town freshman found a new 
home within the Greek community. Among the 13 different Panhellenic sororities 
on campus, she chose to make Kappa Delta her own.

“I was looking for a close group of friends like those I had in high school, so 
going Greek was a great way to make campus seem a little bit smaller,” Brown 
said. “It’s nice to see Greek letters on campus and know that we all belong to the 
same community.”

Throughout the duration of her term, that community has grown to include 
additional members other than those within the Greek system.

“I’ve been able to make such amazing friends, meet prominent figures in both 
the East Lansing and MSU communities and make valuable contacts,” she said.

Described by fellow sisters as both driven and professional, Brown serves as 
a prominent leader and role model within the house.

‘When I was a freshman, it was amazing to have so many intelligent and talented 
young women to look up to,” she said. They served as great role models for me.”

Preparing to graduate in the spring, Brown found herself within the final 
stretch. While anxious seniors normally find the task of balancing a full schedule 
difficult enough, Brown’s smile fails to falter as she studied 16 credits, worked at 
a local physiology lab and served as Kappa Delta’s president.

“The key to balancing everything is organization,” Brown said. “Making time 
specifically for studying and time specifically for Kappa Delta helps ensure that I 
get everything done.”

And there is much to do. Aside from weekly conference calls with national 
headquarters, Brown dedicates an additional eight to 10 hours per week to chap­
ter meetings and other presidential duties.

“I feel my job is demanding, probably more so than most people realize,” 
she said. “Many girls don’t take notice of how much work goes into making sure 
everything is running smoothly.”

Despite the time commitment, she’s quick to discard the downfalls and note 
the benefits of going Greek. High on that list is the rewarding sisterhood shared 
among girls within the house.

“I’ve met some of my best friends throughout the experience,” she said.
She also attributes her role as president to her improved speaking skills and 

newfound ability to handle large groups of people. One such crowd included several 
hundred eager girls participating in the fall 2009 rush. For those who’ve ever comtem- 
plated partaking in the Greek system, Brown offers a single piece of advice.

Do it, “she said. “I have grown immensely since joining. It has been a reward­
ing experience.”
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Starting a season with average expectations can 
sometimes reap the greatest success, and for a team 
that has not shown exceptional success in the past, 
the potential is limitless. This year, the men’s club 
rugby team surpassed expectations and set a higher 
bar for seasons to come.

This season’s most driving force in the team’s 
commitment to success came from those who 
didn’t believe.

“Our biggest accomplishment was the impact we 
had on teams that underestimated us,” Paul Glass, 
senior and team president, said. “We have had a 
reputation of being a mediocre team in the past, 
but this year we played really well and showed a 
lot of heart against teams that were supposed to 
be better than us. I think we made an impression 
on our league, one that needs to be upheld by our 
underclassmen in years to come.”

The team set goals and powered through them as 
the season progressed to a level that the team has 
not experienced in years.

“We went undefeated in our conference, we 
played really well against very good Division I teams, 
and we made it to Midwest Playoffs,” junior Lee 
Spanski said. “Although we are disappointed we 
lost in the quarterfinals of the playoffs, I am still very 
pleased with what our team did this season and I 
believe we have a lot to build off for next fall.”

The team ended the season ranked No. 6 in the 
country for Division II teams.

Although ending the season on a high note will
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A POSITIVE 
OUTLOOK
Student opens the eyes of others
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Iced tea in hand with a cell phone pressed to her 
ear, Hope Springstead sat behind a table tucked 
into the far corner of Starbucks. Dressed casually in 
sandals with her hair over her shoulder, she talked 
eagerly into her phone, deep in conversation. While 
she initially appeared as yet another college student, 
the red and white cane placed at her side indicated 
she was anything but.

As a blind student, Springstead encounters daily 
obstacles that other students often take for granted. 
Walking across campus is a difficult task that she 
still finds herself struggling to master, even in her 
senior year.

“I had no help in figuring out where my classes 
were,” she said. “You’re thrown into this huge area 
and need to make your own. I can easily say I got lost 
every day for a month.”

While transportation has been an issue, most 
recently Springstead has had to come to terms with a 
surprising obstacle: unaccommodating professors.

“I once had a professor who told me flat out I would 
fail his class. Another wouldn’t accommodate me with 
the necessary formatting of materials,” she said. “It 
was unexpected because you assume professors to 
be educated and understanding.”

Regarding lectures, Springstead asks professors 
to e-mail slides and presentations, which can then be 
read through a speech program on her computer, and 
her exams are taken through the Resource Center for 
Persons with Disabilities.

“A lot of people inquire about how I go about my 
day-to-day tasks,” she said. “I get a lot of questions, 
but for the most part people are apprehensive. I have 
no problem telling people what they want to know.”

As an aspiring news anchor, the 21-year-old senior 
also faces challenges within the field of journalism. 
Passionate about her future profession, she views her 
struggles in front of the camera as a minor setback. 

“Trying to work a camera is definitely trying,” she

said. “It’s by far my biggest challenge of the semester.”
Aside from classes and an internship with a local 

public relations firm, Springstead enjoys common 
activities such as reading and viewing movies. Some 
favorites include Danielle Steel novels and romantic 
comedies.

“It’s the minor details in movies that you miss,” she 
said. “But overall, I’m able to envision the story.”

Along with movies, she is a dedicated Detroit 
Tigers fan and self-proclaimed shopaholic.

“I feel as if no matter the disability you may or may 
not have, the best way to people to perceive you is to 
present yourself in the best possible manner,” she said.

When it comes to fashion, her outlook holds espe­
cially true.

“I hate being part of the misconception that I can’t 
do anything by myself,” she said. “I try to best repre­
sent in a positive manner and to the best of my ability,” 
she said. “That helps tremendously.”

Always the advocate for normalcy, Springstead 
often makes attempts to showcase both her indepen- 
dence and fashion sense.____________________
■ “A disablility shouldn’t serve as an excuse to be
incapable,” she said. “ If you make excuses, where i
there to turn? There won’t always be people you can 
depend on.”

With graduation approaching in May, Springstead 
is taking a leisurely approach regarding future plans.

“Nothing is definite, although I’m applying for the 
Peace Corps in order to teach English in Africa,” 
she said.

With aspirations such as world travel, it’s obvious that 
she won’t allow her disability to obstruct future plans.

“My biggest strength is my fearlessness and ability 
to go out and do things,” she said.

After one last prolonged sip of tea, she stood, 
gathering her cane. Standing at just under five feet, 
she joked, “I’m obviously both visually and vertically 
handicapped, but it’s cool - guys love short girls.”
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LIGHTS,
CAMERA,
SUSTAINABILITY
One student’s dress design receives celebrity recognition

Senior Jillian Granz is inspired by fabric. As 
an apparel and textile design major, she is able 
to cultivate fashion from a seemingly ordinary 
piece of cloth. This year, she was pleasantly 
surprised when her design for a sustainable 
evening gown went from paper to red carpet 
glamour in a matter of two weeks.

For a class assignment, Granz entered the 
“Red Carpet, Green Dress” contest, founded by 
Suzy Amis Cameron, actress and wife of director 
James Cameron. Granz’ design won.

Cameron wore Granz’ dress design at the 
Academy Awards on March 7, proving that eco- 
friendly elegance does indeed exist.

To promote sustainable design, the contest 
required applicants to create an aesthetically 
pleasing gown from natural or organic materials. 
Out of over one million entries from around 
the world, Cameron told Granz that she “kept 
coming back to her dress.”

“I was surprisingly calm,” Granz said about 
her reaction to winning the contest.

The contest challenged her to make some 
alterations to her habitual design techniques. She 
was taught to recycle, but sustainability isn’t usually 
high on the list for Granz when designing clothing.

“The dress only took about an hour to sketch 
out,” she said, “but the research is what I spent 
the most time on. I looked up different cutting

techniques and ways to dye fabric.” Granz 
eventually chose a no-waste pattern, a method 
that utilizes every scrap of fabric for the dress 
design. She also suggested the gown be made 
from peace silk, which allows silkworms to 
complete their life cycles instead of being boiled.

“It was really difficult because there’s a fine 
line between fabrics that are sustainable and 
those that aren’t eco-friendly,” she said.

Granz is particularly excited about the 
opportunity to collaborate with a professional 
designer. On her itinerary is a trip to Los Angeles 
in March to meet Cameron and an Oscar- 
winning costume designer for the fitting. She will 
also attend a pre-Oscar party, where she’ll be 
modeling a dress she designed herself.

“People asked me what I won. Well, I never 
would’ve thought in a million years that I’d win so 
I didn’t even look at the site when I entered.” 

Although it’s been a thrilling ride, Granz 
remains a humble college student, still unsure of 
what she’ll do upon graduating this May.

What is for certain, however, is that when the 
dress is revealed at the Oscars, the spotlight will 
be on Granz, who hopes to inspire other young
designers.__________________________

“For someone to wear my dress to the 
Academy Awards is super sweet” she said. “If I 
can do it, someone else can too.”
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FINANCIALLY
RESPONSIBLE

Junior finds herself working three jobs to 
keep up with tuition bills

Students taking a full-load of courses generally find them­
selves busy enough, but imagine working three seperate jobs in 
addition to being a full-time student. Sounds impossible, right?

Not for Morgan Sweeney, a junior who works three jobs in ad­
dition to going to classes, being a member of her sorority, Kappa 
Delta, the Pre-med Association and the Physical Therapy Club.

“I’m working three jobs because my parents make me pay for 
everything,” Sweeney explained while she took her break at Melt- 

■ n g  Moments, an ice cream shop on Grand River Avenue. “I have 
to pay for all of my tuition, dues for Kappa Delta, my food and 
everything else I want or need to do.”

Sweeney worked anywhere from 15 to 20 hours per week at 
Melting Moments, four to six hours per week at Olin Health Cen­
ter’s Physical Therapy Clinic and five to 10 hours at Applebee’s.

For full-time, in-state students, not living in dorms, like 
Sweeney, tuition came in at a total upwards of $5,000 per se­
mester in the 2009-2010 school year. That amount didn’t include 
the books, food or sorority dues that she was also responsible 
for paying for.

“I did take out student loans, but I didn’t have a job last year 
so I knew I had to work,” she said. “I got hired at Applebee’s and 
Melting Moments this summer and my plan was just to work 
two jobs, but then I found out about the physical therapy job and 
since it applied to my major, I decided to apply. I got hired.”

As with any 13-credit schedule, she found herself pressed 
for time to do homework, not to mention the fact she also had to 
incorporate work into her schedule and the stress of the looming 
tuition bill that many students receive each semester.

“I have a planner that I write everything down in,” Sweeney 
said. “To help with stress, Wtry to work-out everyday, but some­
times I just don’t have time.”

Sweeney’s typical day included her waking up at 8 a.m. to 
work on homework, then going to class from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m., 
working at the Olin Health Center Physical Therapy Clinic from 
2:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m., working at Melting Moments from 5 
p.m. until 11:30 p.m., and then finally returning home to work on 
homework. Some nights, Sweeney had sorority meetings from 
6:50 p.m. until 9 p.m. On those days, Sweeney was unable to 
work her usual hours. Unfortunately, because of her schedule, 
Sweeney sometimes had to miss out on social events put on by 
her sorority.

“I didn’t have three jobs last year so I could go to the socials,” 
she said. “But I have had to miss some socials this year. I have 
to make sure I schedule work around our meetings and philan­
thropy events because I can’t miss those.”

Fitting other extracurricular activities into her schedule was 
really important to her because she wanted to build her resumé 
for physical therapy school.

“I have to volunteer at Sparrow Hospital and take kinesiol­
ogy classes. I am also a really outgoing, fun person, so I try to 
schedule time to go out and to relax.”

Sweeney was positive that she will have to keep up her 
demanding work schedule in the future because of her plans for

il
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physical therapy school.
“For what I am going in to, I have to go to P.T. school,” she 

explained. “It will be nine semesters straight and that will cost 
me at least $100,000.”

Unfortunately, because she had to pay for physical therapy 
school on her own, cost of the school is a huge factor in her 
decision of where to go.

“I would love to go to Duke but it is crazy, crazy expensive,” I  
Sweeney said. “My other top choices are Florida or North Caro­
lina, but out-of-state tuition is a factor s o l am also looking at 
Central [Michigan UniversityJfOakland [University] and Wayne 
State [University]. They all have great programs.”

Currently, Sweeney is trying to focus on getting through her 
undergraduate program and save for her future education by 
working hard now.

“I’m really excited about my job at Olin because it will actuB 
ally help me in the long run,” she said. “Working [at Melting 
Moments] isn’t always great. It’s kinda weird to say that I work 
in an ice cream shop, but it’s not that bad and is sometimes fun 
because it’s all students.”

In the tough economic state, many students suddenly found 
themselves financially responsible for more aspects of their 
lives, and although working multiple full-time jobs in addition to 
going to school may be difficult and stressful, for some, it was 
their only option.
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U n i SPOTLIGHT
Color Guard members captivate half-time audiences

Imagine what it would be like to have to perform 
in front of 75,000 screaming fans every so often 
throughout the fall semester. Each performance feels 
as if it’s bigger than the last, and each performance you 
are hoping that the fans staring at your green, black 
and white swirl of an outfit and your twirling red and 
yellow flag don’t notice a misstep. It’s a job that only the 
privileged can experience as a member of the Spartan 
Marching Band Color Guard.

“They’re intense. From the time we march off Adams 
field, to when you run through the tunnel, it’s just 
intense,” said senior Katie Bonnivier, who transferred 
to State her freshman year and has been a part of the 
Color Guard for three years. “Almost like ‘is this really 
happening’ kind of a feeling. I have to be honest. I joined 
Color Guard to have really good seats at the football 
game. So just being able to cheer them on, and then go 
down on the field and be in arms reach of the team...
It’s such a big WOW factor in what I do.”

The color guard is a 32-36 member part of the 
Spartan Marching Band that is similar to corps- 
style guards, and they incorporate dances into their 
performances with the band. The audition process to 
become a member of the color guard can be a little 
scary for some.

“Auditions are in July. You clean your basics, and 
you audition in front of Glen Brough, the visual director, 
Orlando the choreographer, and either Madden the 
band director or the section leader of the Color Guard,”

Bonnivier said. “They video-tape a piece of work about 
a half-a-minute long or so that Orlando taught you two 
hours prior, and you’re expected to perform it at your 
highest level possible. It’s a very intimidating process.
I honestly can’t believe I made it my first tryout after 
not doing anything Color Guard related for almost two 
years. It was really scary.”

Members of the Color Guard are responsible for 
practicing every weekday from 4-6 p.m., and they have 
other sectional practices throughout the week. On game 
days, they are required to be on the field at 7 a.m. for 
morning rehearsals.

Katie agrees that the responsibilities are enormous, 
and the 20-plus hours of work that she has to put in 
would make getting homework done almost impossible 
if she didn’t have a planner.

“The responsibilities are sometimes big,” Bonnivier 
said. “But there is always the excitement of performing 
at half-time and high hopes of traveling with the 
football team, whether it’s just down to Ann Arbor, or to 
a bowl game.”

Katie also believes that if it weren’t for the color 
guard, she wouldn’t be the person shejsjgday^

“If it weren’t for the Color Guard, I wouldn’t have 
300 friends I can rely on every day,¡she said. “I’ve also 
become a better person with performing. I’ve developed 
a block in my head to get rid of the nervousness and 
enjoy the experience as one of the biggest adrenaline 
rushes I ever experienced.”
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Peopl e : Parti er

Hey, did you hear that Wel­
come Week was shortened? The 
University wants to get away from 
that whole “party school” stain that 
has been repeatedly rubbed in 
over the course of several years.
So that means that East Lansing 
is now rid of those wild partiers, 
and filled with a bunch of school 
bag-toting students who despise 
alcohol about as much as we 
despise sex offenders, right?

Yeah, right. Try telling that to 
Michael Cotant.

Try telling it to the guy who, 
freshman year, was caught 
drinking a case in the lobby of 
Wilson Hall.

Try telling it to the guy who, for 
lack of better terms, was so drunk 
he exposed himself at a party.

Try telling it to the guy who 
believes the weekend starts 
Tuesday night, if his weekend ever 
even stops.

As you probably figured,
Michael is “that guy.” And oh, by 
the way, he is only a sophomore.

Yes, there are days when 
Michael doesn’t feel like partying, 
but it doesn’t take much to get 
him going.

“Sometimes he will say he 
is going to stay in to study or 
something like that,” said longtime 
friend and roommate Carson 
Pitcher, a sophomore. “But then all 
you have to say is something like, 
‘Come on Cotant,’ and he will get 
ready to party.”

Michael agrees.
“I sometimes try to stay in ,H  

he said. “But when you live with 
nine guys, there is always going 
to be somebody who wants to

do something, and I never really 
say ‘no.’”

Saying “no” is something 
Michael rarely does.

“Just one more shot” is 
something often heard from 
friends of Michael. And more 
often than not, he obliges. That 
“one more shot” often turns into 
just another “one more shot,” and 
eventually another, until... well, 
you get the picture.

“There are times when I go 
out with Cotant after he’s taken 
quite a bit of shots and he’s pretty 
unpredictable,” Pitcher said.|‘l 
guess you could say he’s been 
‘that guy’ before.”

What about the drink of choice 
for “that guy?” It switches on 
occasions, but what else would a 
guy like Michael have as his go-to 
drink? The all-too-classy vodka, 
Burnetts.

“It’s not my favorite-tasting 
drink,” Michael said. “But it’s cheap 
and it gets the job done.”

That sentence is something the 
University doesn’t want to hear, 
but Michael really doesn’t worry 
about it.

“I don’t want to break any rules 
and I try to go out without causing 
any trouble,” he said. “Sometimes, 
though, stuff just happens.”

Sounds like the University 
officials are going to have to wait 
at least two more years to get the 
OxyClean out and start scrubbing 
the party school stains out. But 
it is doubtful it will stop after that 
because, well, after all, you are 
always going to be able to find 
“that guy.” nf
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FUNNY MAN
Comedian Toby Hemker explains why nerves and 
embarrassing stories bring out his funniest side
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“Zany,” “outgoing” and “annoying 
in a fun way” is how comedian Toby 
Hemker describes himself. Hemker, 
a 24-year-old in love with acting, has 
a resume full of community shows, 
MSU plays, improv performances 
and even an indie film. And when 
this jokester is not on stage, you can 
find him absorbed in a Dean Koontz 
novel or going to outrageous lengths 
to make his friends laugh.

Blessed not only with the talent 
to make others laugh, Hemker also 
has the ability to laugh at himself.
No matter how embarrassing 
something may seem, he strives to 
find comic relief in every experience.

This year, when preparing for his 
first improv competition, Last Spartan 
Standing, Hemker drew material from 
his own life. His quirky stories, such 
as his visit to an exorcist under his 
mother’s suggestion to rid him of his 
homosexuality, helped him win the 
competition. While revealing details 
of one’s personal life to hundreds 
of people may seem exposing, 
Hemker said that as a comedian, it’s 
a surefire way to help the audience 
identify with you.

“Comedians often make the 
mistake of not being true to 
themselves,” he said. “It’s best to find 
things that the audience can relate 
to and connect with. If you take 
yourself too seriously, you become 
the biggest bad joke in the world.?

For Hemker, the best way to be 
true to himself while performing is to 
let his nerves be the star of the show. 
Embracing nervousness instead of 
suppressing it helped him develop 
his comedy persona, he said.

“Nerves help bring a funny 
character to life. People who squelch 
their nerves are boring. An audience 
responds better to someone who is 
awkward,” he said.

While jokes come easy for 
Hemker, it’s the auditions that 
tie his stomach into knots. Like 
many aspiring actors, he has been 
denied multiple roles, but tries 
not to internalize the rejection.
He copes with disappointment 
by sitting alone in his closet and 
letting his emotions pour out. But 
he doesn’t dwell for long; after 
hundreds of auditions, he knows 
that one rejection simply means an 
opportunity for another role.

As for life beyond East Lansing, 
Hemker plans to channel his 
creative energy into modeling, 
community theater and films in 
either Pittsburgh or Chicago.
In terms of measuring his own 
success, he says he’ll feel he made 
it as long as he’s on stage and 
making others laugh.

“For me, fame isn’t success. 
Success is having the time and the 
talent to be able to do something 
that I love.”
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COOKIN’ UP SOME CULTURE
Chinese student discusses her love for cooking, American culture and Panda Express
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Sophomore Jinsha Li occupies a small but 
cozy apartment on Cedar Street here at MSU. The 
transition to a social college life is a little harder 
when the only home she ever knew is an ocean 
and a continent away.

Li is an international student, hailing from 
the big city of Changsha in the Hunan province 
in China. After spending a year at the United 
International College in her home country, she 
was encouraged by her parents to study abroad. 
After looking at the many options across the 
Pacific, and swayed by the fact that a good friend 
was attending here, Li wound up at MSU in 2008 
after spending her entire life in China.

So how did Li make the adjustment to her 
new surroundings? Socially, it was a bit of a 
learning process.

“Last year, I felt that I could live my own life, I 
don’t need any social life or any network,” Li said. 
“This winter break I went to Duke University, where 
my cousin’s brother school is, and he inspired me 
a lot. He’s the kind of person that loves college, 
and he told me that there are so many interesting 
people in the college that you have to know, and 
you can do a lot of fun stuff there.

“If you just pay a lot of attention on studying 
on your grade, you won’t remember anything 
after you graduate.”

With that in mind, Li came back with to school 
with a fresh attitude. Li got directly involved with 
the Chinese language program here, offering to 
help students with their Chinese and at the same 
time practicing her own English skills. Li said she 
already made a few more connections because 
of these tutoring sessions, and has made her way 
out to events like the Malaysian Culture Night 
and the Lunar New Year Show put on by the MSU 
Vietnamese Student Association.

When Li isn’t studying bio-system engineering 
(she wants to be an environmental engineer) or 
helping out students with their Chinese, you can 
probably find her in her small, but cozy, kitchen.

“I love cooking, I do it for fun,’’ Li said. “I think

it’s like a relaxing of mind after studying for the 
whole day.”

Almost all of Li’s various cooking supplies 
and spices have Chinese labels on them. 
Predictably enough for this aspiring chef, 
the food is what Li misses the most from her 
homeland. When asked about what she thought 
of our own spin on Chinese food, she said she 
wasn’t a fan of Panda Express. Li gets most of 
her food through her own kitchen.

The falling out between Li and Panda 
Express is only one bone she has to pick with 
American culture. According to Li, the social 
environment here differs very much from what 
she’s used to in China.

“I feel like over here, people kinda live in then 
own life, more independent,” Li said. “Me and the 
other people could be good friend in class but 
after the class and everybody gone, I never see 
them again, especially if we don’t have the same 
class for next semester, I’ll probably never see 
that person again.”

However, for the most part, Li enjoys the 
environment presented here on campus and also 
the ability to live on her own and become more 
independent. And although she doesn’t plan on 
staying here after graduation, Li hopes to have 
spread her culture to those around her as well as 
fully adapted to culture she’s in.

“I’m not trying to be like an American kid, but 
at the end of the four year I wish they could see 
me not as a foreigner,”____________ | Li said. “I’m just trying to
know more people. [I want to tell those people] 
about my culture, to let them know more about my 
background.”

Through the mentoring program she got 
involved with for the Chinese language program, 
Li should get plenty of opportunities. If she really 
wants to bring in people, she may have to go 
through their stomachs with her cooking. Although 
she has no plans to continue that venture as a 
career, she could do very well if she used her 
prowess to upend the infamous Panda Express.
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New and unusual 
developments filled the 
school year, creating new 
opportunities and road 
blocks within our campus 
environment.

Life brought us choices, 
causing us to make 
decisions on issues 
affecting our daily lives and 
allowing us to forge new 
paths.

Whether it was 
expressing ideas through 
ink on our bodies, or signs, 
or grabbing a late night 
snack, it’s the decisions, 
both big and small, that 
interconnect, as pieces, 
to weave our experiences 
together.

As Spartans, we 
became the needle and 
thread, stitching together 
our own stories to make 
history. ■
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Issues: Welcome Week

Shortened Welcome Week leaves students wanting more

Had people not known any better, the eclectic collection 
of colors bursting in the dark-lit sky reflected the vigor and 
excitement of our nation’s anniversary.Unfortunately for the 
students scattered among Munn Field who were watching 
the display, the disappointment of Welcome Week becoming 
more like Welcome Couple of Days couldn’t be fixed by simple 
pyrotechnics.

The term “Welcome Week” is generally associated with huge 
raging parties that last for an entire week, but this year, the 
University decided to shorten the welcome period to only three 
days in order to “cut down on excessive partying.”

“This is my fifth and possibly last Welcome Week, and I’m sad 
because it’s only three days long,” senior Sean Morse said as he 
sat on the front lawn of his fraternity house, encouraging people 
to join his and his brothers’ party. “They say that Welcome Week 
sends a bad message to students, but give kids a break; they 
just want to have fun before all their classes start.”

Last year’s Welcome Week brought 557 citations, 106 arrests 
and 134 minor-in-possession citations. However, East Lansing 
police chief Tom Wibert said that most of the big issues stemmed 
from people who are not affiliated with the University.

“[Michigan State University students] clearly have something 
good about them, since they got into MSU in the first place,”
Morse said. “I think they are being too hard on students about 
partying.”

Although the abbreviated Welcome Week was an attempt to 
keep more students safe, the only people who were truly affected 
by the change were those living in the dorms. Students who lived 
off-campus were could move in before the official Welcome Week 
began.

“I don’t think shortening Welcome Week really accomplished 
anything,” said senior Steve Zuraski, who dressed as a ship 
captain for his nautical-themed Welcome Week party.
I “People who don’t live in the dorms can move in early 
anyways, so they can party anyways. Most Welcome Week

parties don’t happen in the dorms in the first place. Although, I 
do kinda like how the first week of classes is only Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, so we can ease into it.”

Even if the decision to shorten Welcome Week didn’t please 
everyone on campus, it is undeniable that it did do some good. 
During this year’s Welcome Week, there were only 478 citations, 
82 arrests and 94 minor-in-possession citations.

“I think it helped a lot,” said senior Brad Beesley, a resident 
mentor. “From my freshman ye a r! can remember thousands 
of people walking around and this year there were not nearly 
as many people. Personally, I didn’t mind the shortened week 
because I am an R.A., so I moved in two weeks early. But, I 
think freshmen should have had a longer time to get acclimated 
to campus. In years past, there were more welcoming activities 
spread out throughout the week. They are really beneficial. They 
help incoming students get into the groove of campus.”

In the past, students, especially freshmen, had a week to get 
settled, buy books, prepare for classes and explore campus.

This year, many students felt more rushed to get organized 
and ready for classes. In addition to preparing for the first day of 
classes, students were also encouraged to attend the University- 
sponsored activities, which were scheduled during the shortened 
welcome period.

These activities included U-Fest at The Union, Sparticipation 
and the Welcome Barbecue at Munn Field, followed by Sparty’s 
Pep Rally and fireworks. However, because students had less 
time to settle in, many missed out on these activities.

“I just transferred here this year, so I never got to experience 
the original Welcome Week,” junior Rob Lyon said. “I am just 
trying to have a good time. I missed out on those University 
activities, though.”

On a campus of over 45,000 students, its nearly impossible 
to please everyone. And regardless of popular demand, the 
Administration said they planned to keep the abbreviated 
Welcome Week schedule in the future.
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Local band continues to rock despite distance, busy schedules
The Standard, a local band hailing 

from Jackson, is comprised of three MSU 
students, a UofM student and another 
in community college who supports the 
Wolverines. So how does the whole 
Michigan State-Michigan rivalry pan out 
for these guys?

“I’m the butt-end of every joke,” said 
Michigan sophomore Austin Brown.

While the age-old clash between 
the schools doesn’t affect the band’s 
chemistry and well-being, the fact that all 
five members are current students does 
take its toll.

Simple question: What’s it like 
balancing being a student and being in 
a band?

Almost simultaneously: “Very hard.”
Regardless, Evan Jones, guitarist and 

junior at MSU, Doug Bieber, lead singer 
and junior at MSU, Joel Hudson, bassist 
and sophomore at Jackson Community 
College, Lee May, drummer and junior at 
MSU and Brown enjoy what they do.

“This is the way we postpone growing 
up,” Brown said.

Like a lot of bands, the group came 
together after years of friendship and 
a couple successful jam sessions with 
a mutual love of playing music, and 
although they’re not exactly shooting for 
the big time, they have accomplished a 
lot since they formed in 2008. The band 
released their self-titled EP on ¡Tunes, 
which has helped with publicity, as well 
as playing frequent concerts around 
Michigan, including two in East Lansing 
prior to this November interview.

The band refers to themselves as pop/ 
alternative rock-oriented, and although 
they find it hard to compare themselves to 
specific bands, they admit that prominent 
‘90s bands like Blink-182 and the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers influenced their sound.

“That was my favorite genre of music 
(‘90s), still to this day, especially those 
Buzz Ballads,” Hudson said, referring 
to the collection of ‘90s hits seen on 
infomercials.

While they planned on recording over 
the winter, The Standard is trying to make 
their name with their live show.

Once again, a simple question: What 
do you guys bring to your live show?

Among the jumbled mix of responses: 
“Tons of energy,” “Running around and 
doing flips” and of course, “A man on fire.”

The Standard is very adamant about 
bringing exuberant energy to their show, 
balancing musicianship with an overall 
entertaining performance. Their strategy 
may have been effective, as a good 
number of people lined up outside the 
door before their Nov. 9 show at the 
Small Planet north of campus. The band 
members were very eager once they 
recognized this, noting that their energy 
feeds off the crowd’s.

Despite the fun of playing a show, the 
band still attributes maintaining the band 
through distance and different schedules is 
like another full-time job on top of school.

“The fun part is what we are about 
to do in an hour,” Brown said before the 
show. “The rest of it is promotion and 
publicity, and it gets to be a lot work.”
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Bridge Cards leave roommates’ minds at rest when it comes to grocery shopping
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The final years of the 2000-decade were marked 
by financial turmoil, and many students looked to the 
government to help pay for basic necessities.

For MSU sophomores Stephanie Scheldt and 
Cathleen Zuzelski and Lansing Community College 
sophomores Dominique Gentle and Allison Hoofman, 
Bridge Cards have been a saving grace this year. The 
roommates applied for bridge cards when they got 
their off-campus apartment.

“We all have to pay for our own schooling and rent 
and Steph’s parents are both out of work,” Zuzelski 
said. “Our parents are not helping us out all that much.’’

The four girls spent months job hunting, but by 
October, Scheldt was the only one able to find a job. 
Although all four girls worked over the summer and 
saved money, they were worried about being able to 
make ends meet. They decided Bridge Cards would 
be a huge help.

The Bridge Card is the government’s new form of 
food stamps. The card works as a debit card with a 
pin number and can be used at most grocery stores 
for any item that is not taxed, such as food. Personal 
care items and pre-prepared foods cannot be paid 
for with the Bridge Card, and when the cardholder 
checks out, the card separates the food from the 
other items bought, so there still may be a balance.

The girls had to go to the Department of Human 
Services in downtown Lansing to apply for their card, 
f  l i t ’s really nice because it’s one less thing we have 

to worry about each month,” Zuzelski said. “When our 
rent is due and our electric bill and tuition bills come, I 
couldn’t imagine not having a Bridge Card to help out 
with food.”

“Since it’s our first time living on our own, it’s hard

to expect all the little expenses too,” Scheldt added.
Although some of the girls’ parents are helping out 

a little with tuition and rent, they all have student loans 
taken out. Being unemployed added to the stress on 
their bank accounts.

Only one Bridge Card is allowed per household, 
but since the girls are not related and they all have 
separate bank accounts and assets, they each were 
allowed to get their own card.

“When you apply for the card, you have to give 
out a ton of information. It’s a pretty big process,” 
Zuzelski said.

“It’s such a huge process. I think it helps keep 
people from abusing the system,” Scheldt added. 
“Plus, it’s easier and less embarrassing than food 
stamps.”- :

Although October was the first full month all four 
girls had their Bridge Cards, in the past months they 
used all the money they were allowed on groceries.

Having enough money to eat is a serious matter, 
but the girls were able to find humor in having 
Bridge Cards.

“We’d all be really skinny without it,” Zuzelski joked.
The girls agreed they were incredibly grateful for 

the Bridge Cards.
“A lot of people say we are taking money away 

from people who really need it, but we have all had 
jobs in the past and have paid taxes,” Zuzelski said.

The girls believe it would be hard for someone who 
doesn’t really need help to get a Bridge Card because 
of the process involved in applying for one.

“The process is really long, so I would guess that 
you wouldn’t bother going through it if you didn’t really 
need it,” Zuzelski said.
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MSU students see tattoos as a way to showcase their past
Sometimes a tattoo might not serve a purpose. 

It might have been a spur of the moment decision 
at reaching age 18, the epitome of freedom.

Other times, a tattoo can say a lot about a 
person. They might tell a story, a secret or serve 
as a symbol for an important life event.

With so many tattoo parlors in the Lansing 
area, Michigan State students have an endless 
opportunity to tat themselves up, as long as 
they’ve got the cash.

“We set prices based on how long the tattoo 
will take, the size, the detail,” said Erika Gomez 
of Splash of Color Tattoo and Piercing on Grand 
River. “The minimum is $50, but we do put cou­
pons in the student coupon books in high traffic 
places. They’re easy to get.”

But Splash of Color isn’t the only tattoo shop 
in the area.

“I chose to go to Fish Ladder because it’s a 
little cheaper than Splash, and the artists are really 
good,” freshman Elizabeth Nighswonger said.

Nighswonger and friend, Kelsea Solo, also 
a freshman, went to Fish Ladder for Solo’s first 
tattoo, and Nighswonger’s second.

“I’m very excited, but also a little nervous,” 
Solo said.

Yet Nighswonger insists the pain is minimal.
“My first tattoo felt like a cat scratching my 

foot,” she saidlflt wasn’t bad.”
Solo decided to get a pencil on her right wrist.

“ I chose the pencil because you can lose 
everything, but thoughts and ideas will always 
be your own,” she said. “It’s kind of like I’m writ­
ing my life.”

Nighswonger decided on a flock of birds.
“It represents my relationship with my mom 

and brother,” she said. “We stick together like a 
flock of birds.”

Junior Fiona Smith also has a deeper mean­
ing behind her tattoos.

“Unless you don’t have a brain, I think a 
tattoo should mean something to you,” she said.

Smith sports two koi fish on her back and a 
ladybird poppy on her shoulder.

“I identified better with the koi fish when I 
was 18,” she said. “ I don’t completely regret it. I 
see my body as a canvas, and my tattoos just 
tell a story of my life.”

Others get tattoos to serve as a memorial for 
a lost relative, like senior Cody Barz.

“I got a memorial piece for my grandfather 
about a year ago,” he s a id .l was really close 
to him. I spent a lot of time with him when I was 
younger, so it means a lot to me.”

Junior Danielle Parlapiano decided to repre­
sent where she came from.

“I always wanted to get a tattoo, so I got a 
map of Sicily,” she said. “I’m Sicilian. I’m never 
going to regret it because it’s my heritage. I’m 
never going to be ashamed of who I am.”
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Issues: Sign Language Interpreter
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Sign Language interpreter allows deaf or hard-of-hearing students access to professors’ lectures

Dressed in all black, graduate student Ann- 
Marie Christman enters the classroom. She brings 
a chair to the front of the room, sits down facing 
the students and removes her striped scarf, and as 
the professor begins to lecture, Christman raises 
her hands and begins talking -  with her hands.

Christman graduated from Michigan State with 
a bachelors degree in social work, earned her 
associates degree in sign language interpreting 
and returned to Michigan State to get her masters 
degree in public policy. While studying for her 
masters, she works as a sign language interpreter 
for the Resource Center for Persons with 
Disabilities (RCPD) with national accreditation.

It takes a special person to dedicate their time 
to learning sign language and have the desire to 
become an interpreter. The challenge of the skill is 
what kept Christman interested.

“I like the intellectual challenge that different 
courses present,” she said. “The actual interpreting 
is not the hardest part; that’s just knowing how 
to use your short term memory. The hardest part 
is navigating all the different personalities you 
interact with.”

The challenge was not the only thing that 
drew her into the interpreting field. In high school, 
Christman played on the soccer team and one of 
her friends and teammates was deaf. It inspired 
her to take sign language classes in college, and 
once she started, she found it was something that 
she enjoyed doing.

“For my associates, I had to do an internship 16 
hours a week for two semesters,” Christman said.
“I worked with deaf and hard-of-hearing senior 
citizens. I met interpreters while I was doing my 
internship and I thought it was more interesting 
than what I was doing. It’s a high demand 
profession, so there’s lots of jobs. Essentially, I 
became an interpreter because I have an affinity 
for language acquisition and I like that you do 
something different everyday.”

Christman is one of 100 interpreters who are 
eligible to work in the state of Michigan. Three 
other of the 100 interpreters also work in Michigan 
State’s RCPD office.

“It is pretty safe to say that we are the leader in 
Michigan for providing help for all sorts of access,” 
Christman said. “I’d say that a lot of people with 
disabilities choose here because of that, and the 
College of Education since it; has a deaf education

program. Also, we had a vet med student who was 
here and she was really happy with her experience 
with our interpreters and she spread the word. 
There are about 100 deaf medical people in the 
nation and we’ve turned out three of them. I think 
that really says something about our program.” 

RCPD tries to match interpreters with classes 
that are within their realm of knowledge because it 
makes it easier when interpreting technical terms 
and vocabulary. This also allows the interpreter to 
do less prep work before going into a classroom.

“I couldn’t feasibly learn the material for every 
class I interpret,” she said. “Earlier this semester,
I was interpreting seven different classes, so it’s 
nice to have the terminology, especially if they 
use other languages. I usually buy copies of 
the textbooks because it helps to have them for 
author names and other things professors might 
reference in lecture.®

Christman said that she has never had a 
negative experience interpreting in a classroom, 
but also said since she is relatively new, it could 
happen in the future. She realizes that, since there 
are about 30 deaf or hard-of-hearing students at 
Michigan State and only five of those students 
use interpreters, not every professor has had an 
experience with a deaf student, so often it’s a 
learning experience for the professors as well.

“I always make contact with the professor before 
the semester starts just to clear up any questions,’*  
Christman said. “Sometimes, professors have 
never dealt with deaf students before, so it’s a new 
experience for them, but also, if professors are not 
raised in the U.S., they may see disabilities in a 
different way, so navigating that can be interesting. 
But usually by the third or fourth week of class, 
they’ve forgotten you’re there.”

Each classroom is like a new job for Christman 
because each student she interprets for is so 
different.
® S om e  like me to interpret the lecture word-for- 
word, others like me to paraphrase, others don’t 
take any notes; they just take the lecture in by 
memory,” she said. “I think at all times you maintain 
the professional boundaries that you would have 
between a professor and a student because we 
are university employees first and foremost. I’ve 
had both; some students stay strictly professional 
and others like to develop a more interpersonal 
connection.”
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If you happened to pass by the Brody complex 
over the year, you probably noticed the huge, sleek, 
futuristic structure currently being erected in the 
heart of the neighborhood. Or, as one overheard 
MSU student eloquently states: “It looks like the 
Death Star crash-landed right there.”

This is no ruined monolith of galactic 
destruction, however, but a project to inject new 
life into the Brody Neighborhood and overturn 
students’ long-held, somewhat unfavorable 
perceptions about the quality of the food served 
in the complex. Soon, the Brody complex 
cafeteria will become Brody Square.

Robbia Pipper, the manager of culinary services 
at Brody Neighborhood, said that this project cost 
the university $49 million.

“Construction began in January 2009,” she said. 
‘The entire project will be completed in August 2011.” 

Pipper said that there are two phases to this 
project. Phase one, which encapsulates the new 
cafeteria space and dining facilities on the second 
floor of the building, will be completed in August 
2010. Phase two, which includes classrooms, 
computer labs, offices, and a food emporium on the 
first floor, will be completed in August 2011.

“We will have nine new venues at this cafeteria,” 
Pipper said. ‘There will be an international station 
called “Pangaea”, we have “Ciao” and “Brimstone” -  
similar to the ones at The Gallery, we’ll have “Dolce”; 
our dessert station, “Homestyle”; which will have two 
rôtisseries and a smoker, “Veg Out”; a completely 
vegetarian and vegan station, we’ll have fresh salad 
and sushi daily, and we’ll have “Boiling Point”; a pasta 
station where we’ll also make fresh pasta every day.”

In addition, there will be a Southwest station, 
where fresh tortillas and chips will be made every day, 
and a demonstration kitchen. Pipper said the idea 
is to be able to do live feeds from prep stations and 
hopefully bring in celebrity chefs throughout the year. 

Residents at Brody complex are optimistic

about this project, believing that it will give their 
neighborhood a much-needed face-lift.

Carolyn Schulte, a zoology junior and a 
Resident Advisor at Bryan Hall, thinks the new 
cafeteria will increase demand among students to 
live in the Brody Neighborhood.

“They said that they’re going to have a sushi 
bar, and I love sushi, so I’m looking forward to that 
a lot,” Schulte said.

Ronda Jenning, an accounting sophomore and 
Level Two Supervisor at the current Brody cafeteria, 
plans to come in over summer to get things set up 
in the new cafeteria building.

‘There’s also going to be a bigger dish room, which 
is what we really need,” she laughed.

“I think we’re going to be seeing a lot more 
upperclassmen here soon. Just like how people 
here now rush over to Snyder, I think people are 
going to start rushing over here to us soon. Most 
people think the food here is disgusting and no one 
wants to touch it, so it’ll be a good turnaround.”

Pipper hopes this project will increase the Brody 
Neighborhood’s status in the eyes of more senior 
students here at MSU, and she estimated that more 
off-campus meal plans would be sold to students 
who live in the apartments near the complex.

Pipper feels that part of the excitement of 
this project is that both she and MSU students 
living at Brody could be a part of something 
new and original.

“When Brody was first finished in 1956, students 
must have thought this was just the greatest thing -  
to be part of a new operation and a new facility. And 
now, for us, it’s an exciting time to have all this new, 
state-of-the art equipment coming in, with all these 
different venues and dining facilities. We have 38 
different paint colors on the second floor alone.”

“It’s everything anyone could want -  opening up a 
new facility under one roof. It’s just incredibly exciting 
to be a part of that” :
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Issues: McDonald’s
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Students gather at the fast food chain for good times, laughs and french fries

It’s 2 a.m. Some students may be sleeping, others 
still partying, and some can be found meandering 
down Grand River Avenue. The rest are at 
McDonald’s.

The low Golden Arch shines bright on the 
somewhat darker side of Grand River, accompanied 
by the dozens of headlights congesting the parking 
lot. Horns are blaring, people are yelling, students are 
gathering in circles and it’s not uncommon to see a 
police car on duty.

The story inside isn’t much different. Photos of 
Spartan athletics hang on the walls, the tables meant 
for four are fitting six or seven and a line of hungry 
students extends out the door.

Inside, the students do not seem to be in a rush 
as they’re surrounded by friends, sharing laughs and 
exchanging stories of their shenanigans from just 
hours before.

Aside from a few Spartan decorations, this 
McDonald’s is no different than any other, yet many 
students admit to going about once a week. So why is 
it so popular?

The late business hours undoubtedly contribute to 
a large part. Some students say it’s the close location! 
others say it’s the delicious golden fries.

The majority of the reason, though, is the 
atmosphere.

“They aren’t judgmental here,” said senior Ryan 
Gerlach. “I once ate an entire meal in here with my 
shirt off.”

He went on to add, “I’ve been coming here since 
freshman year. It’s a good place to meet people. And 
of course, the Frappalates are delicious”

Gerlach recalled some of his late night memories at

McDonald’s, including a riot in which students began 
jumping over the counter, and the police were forced 
to intervene. He also shared something he called 
“pickle races” where students throw pickles on the 
window in an intense competition to see whose would 
slide down first, as seen in the movie Billy Madison.

Senior Kristina Adaire and friends admit to coming 
to McDonald’s solely for the atmosphere. “I only come 
about once a month,” Adaire said.^1 break my healthy 
habits because there are so many people here.”

The hectic atmosphere is one that has been 
known to cause the employees who work weekend 
shifts a great deal of stress. In fact, the restaurant 
was forced to block off the upper level to keep an 
eye on all the customers.

“It can be nerve-racking,” manager Chelsea 
Overbeck said, “but you get used to working with 
people. You definitely have to keep your cool in order 
to keep the customer happy.'^

Sophomore Emily Brown added, “There are 
so many people in here, it takes a lot of effort for 
a business to be able to do that - to provide good 
customer service.”

While most would be turned off by a McDonald’s 
filled to capacity, some students enjoy that aspect of 
late night dining where you are more than likely to 
run into someone you know.

“Everyone’s having a good time,” freshman Tyler 
Soule said. “ It’s essentially like the club, but without 
the music. You can’t move without bumping into 
someone or spilling a drink, but everyone is happy. 
It’s just like a party.”

But perhaps Junior Jenny Stewart said it best: 
“McDonald’s is where it’s at, even if it makes you fat.”
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Students describe what they love about MSU’s night-life
It’s Friday - the night students have been waiting for 

since last weekend ended, and Grand River is lined with 
party-goers. A group of four attempts to drag a stumbling 
friend who topples over onto the pavement, while a car full 
of rowdy passengers belts out Britney Spears’ new hit. The 
streets are alive with people who are looking for one thing: 
a good time.

Spotted from Grand River is the unmistakable sign 
that the weekend is upon us: a long line outside Rick’s.
The fact that it’s October doesn’t stop girls from dressing 
to impress in their skimpiest dresses and highest heels. 
Among those waiting to cut loose with a few drinks is 
senior Jenny Barszczowski, who laughs about an Incident 
that happened while pre-gaming.

“Someone farted and it smelled like Captain 
Morgan’s. I thought my apartment was going to blow up!” 
Barszczowski said. Unsure of where she’ll end up at the 
end of the night, she knows she’s guaranteed to have fun.

“ I never usually have a plan, I just go wherever the wind 
blows. It makes it more exciting,” Barszcowski said.

Outside the Peanut Barrel, senior Derrick Brown and 
junior Sarah Wooden are on the hunt for the nearest liquor 
store. Wooden, who prefers house parties, looks forward 
to every weekend because it allows her to drink without 
having any obligations the next day. Brown, visiting from 
Grand Valley, drank like a champ every night of the week 
and claims he somehow never experiences the dreadful 
morning-after effects of alcohol. East Lansing’s unbeatable 
night-life always leaves him with a good story to tell, though.

“One time, my friend got naked at a fraternity house 
and ran around a party that was filled with over 200 
people. It made everyone a little bit uncomfortable, but it 
was absolutely hilarious,” Brown said.

Brown isn’t the only one with stories to tell. Senior 
Mike Andrie said working at a bar gave him plenty of 
opportunities for a good laugh.

0 ’ m a l l e p . s Grand R i v e a  1 most as 
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“One time, a guy came up to the bar and told us he 
could handle any shot. He was probably trying to impress 
the women, so we convinced him to take a Bloody Marine, 
which is a tequila shot with a splash of salt, and then lime ! 
gets squirted in the person’s eyes,” he said. “He went 
outside and puked right after. The ridiculous things people 
do to impress the ladies.”

Closing in on midnight, the line outside Rick’s is curving) 
down Albert. This doesn’t bother senior Jessica Meek, who] 
will stand in any line because it’s worth the wait.

“Once after a game, I waited an hour-and-20 minutes 1 
to the get into The Landshark. It was a long wait, but I 
had a great time,” Meek said. Two friends waited with her 
and agreed that the best part about the night-life in East 
Lansing is the variety.

“If I want a high energy party atmosphere, I go to Ricks] 
But if I’m looking for something chill, a place to meet 
people a little more personally, I head to PT’s,” said senior 
Lisa Lucido, who goes out three or four nights a week.

As Friday night turns into Saturday morning, the party 
atmosphere on the streets of Grand River escalates. From 
meeting new people to spending time with good friends, ] 
there’s always fun to be had in East Lansing. For some, w 
college just wouldn’t be the same without the late nights 
that make for unforgettable memories.

“The party scene in East Lansing has definitely made 
my college experience more exciting and memorable.
I can’t say I remember everything, but it’s been fun,” 
Barszczowski said.
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Students speculate whether or 
not Mary Mayo Halllis haunted
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An ear-piercing scream and then 
silence. A woman dangles from the ceiling, 
exhaling a cold breath for the last time just 
before her neck snaps like a twig.

This woman is Mary Mayo, and the 
question students ask is: Does she still 
remain?

It is well-known to students all around 
campus that Mary Mayo Hall is haunted. 
According to the tale, Mary hanged her­
self on the fourth floor, and now wanders 
around the hall, wreaking friendly havoc 
on students.

“I’ve heard some strange things,” 
sophomore Meg LaLonde said. “But we 
just yelfjstop it, Mary!’ and it stops.”

Other students reported seeing things 
too, like flickering lights and doors open­
ing on their own.

Currently, the fourth floor remains 
blocked off to students after renovation of 
the 78-year-old hall began in May 2008. 
Construction finished in June 2009, with a 
new elevator, windows, and mechanical, 
electric and ventilation systems, recon­
figured bathrooms, lighting upgrades and 
asbestos abatement.

The basement, on the other hand, is a 
bit more eerie. Quiet hums, creaks, buzz­
ing and the opening of doors can all be

heard. The cement floors and pale yellow 
walls, combined with the dim fluorescent 
lights, give the basement an atmosphere 
of an abandoned laboratory.

Despite the stories and spooky atmo­
sphere, many students don’t believe the tale.

“Before I moved here, I had no idea it 
was supposedly haunted,” said sophomore 
Lindsey Adrian. “I sleep fine at night.”

Medical technology sophomore Miguel 
Joaquin agreed. “I don’t believe the hype," 
he said.

Though many students don’t believe 
the hall is haunted, the story is passed on 
every year.

“When people pass the story on, it 
makes me feel like I live in that special 
dorm, the one everyone talks about,®  
LaLonde said. “Things happen here for 
exciting and mysterious reasons.”

There’s a twist, though. What most 
students don’t know is that Mary Mayo 
died in 1903, 28 years before the dorm 
was even built.

Joaquin described the haunting of Mary 
Mayo as a kind of folklore, where new 
things are added to the story each year.

“The more far-fetched a story is, the 
easier it is to believe,” Joaquin said. 
“People want to believe it’s true.”
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Tailgating offers students an experience to remember

Take no offense all you other schools, but Spartan 
tailgates make your tailgates look like an ice cream 
social.

Think about that statement. Doesn’t it seem a little 
condescending? It may seem that way to some, but most 
on campus would throw all that condescending stuff to 
the side and say, “We Spartans tailgate the best.”

But in all honesty, there really isn’t a formula to figure 
something like that out. You can sit around and argue all 
day, but you aren’t going to get anywhere. What you can 
look at, though, is what “we Spartans” have.

We’ve got pride.
Music blared from an outside sound system at seven 

in the morning. If you are tailgating for a Spartan game, 
you best get up early.

“I think a lot of things go into getting up early for 
tailgating,” said sophomore and Western Michigan 
transfer Adam Kazanowski. “A lot of it is people getting 
up early so they have the most time to party, but I also 
believe that people are getting up early and around for 
the game just because they are excited to cheer the 
team on.”

We’ve got a wide range of places to be.
Officially, the main tailgating spots are at Munn Ice 

Arena - reserved for those who don’t want to drink; the 
Breslin Center and Spartan Stadium - two spots typically 
for older adults and alumni; and the tennis courts - the 
perfect place for someone who wants to get crazy.

If you walked around campus, you could find a tailgate 
filling every little nook and cranny.

“I’ve been to other campuses, and I feel like it’s just 
a bunch of students crammed into one place, with no 
real options,” said Kazanowski. “Here at State, we can 
choose where we go and what we want to do.”

The scene of walking down the side streets of Grand 
River, M.A.C. and Grove (just to name a few), and 
seeing yards dotted with eager students in white Student
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Section shirts playing the classic tailgate game Corn 
Hole. It’s almost as if for that morning it doesn’t matter 
who you know, because everybody wants the same 
thing. They just want a win.

“Some of the best tailgating I’ve been to [has] been 
off campus,” Kazanowski said. “Other times it might 
matter who you know, like you can’t go to a certain party 
because you don’t know anybody, but on game day, if 
you have green and white on, it seems as if you can go 
anywhere.”

We’ve also got an atmosphere.
“The thing I appreciate the most about tailgating, 

though, is that everyone cares about winning,” said the 
Western transfer Kazanowski. It’s Big Ten football and 
people come to the games to cheer their team on. They 
want a win.”

And think about it; everyone is so passionate about 
their school and people come from all over to cheer 
their team on. Students and alumni embrace each other, 
sharing food and shelter. That’s what tailgating at our 
University is in a nutshell. We all embrace each other 
because we all want the same thing.

And let us not forget, above all, we’ve got the tennis 
courts.

The spot on campus that seems so empty for six days 
a week turns into complete mayhem on the seventh hour. 
There are sound systems. There are inflatable Spartys. 
And there are lots of partiers.

“The tennis courts are definitely the craziest place I’ve 
been on a game day. Anywhere,” Kazanowski said.

So let other schools try to stake claim at our “top- 
tailgainers” mantra. One Western transfer thinks tailgating 
here is the best, and he’s not alone.

So set the alarm for 6:30 a.m., to get ready for 
another tailgate, and to embrace all the emotions, good 
or bad, with fellow Spartans.
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Issues: Parking Tickets

For students, receiving parking tickets can be a never-ending cycle

Ever been a victim of the classic ticket 
scenario? Your ride is parked at a meter and you 
realize time is almost up, so you sprint outside 
and BAM! A parking employee is in the process of 
writing you a citation as soon as you reach your 
car. Even though you drop to your knees and beg 
the ticket-giver to show some mercy, he smacks a 
ticket on your windshield and cruises away.

This agonizing situation is all too familiar for 
students. For a select few with a hefty cash flow, 
receiving a parking ticket is just another day, 
another dollar. But for most, a ticket means $10, 
$15 or even $45 worth of grocery money down 
the drain.

When it comes to tickets, junior Ali Eldessouky 
is caught in a vicious cycle. As a resident of 
Chandler’s Village, Eldessouky depends on 
his car to get to class everyday, but driving 
has its consequences. Make that $1,000 in 
consequences, to be precise.

“Last year, I paid so much in parking tickets 
that I’m immune to it now,” said Eldessouky, 
who has gotten three tickets in one day. “Even 
when I’m trying really hard to avoid a ticket, I still 
manage to get two or more a week.”

Parking operations manager Lynnette Forman 
says many students just never learn.

“I’ve seen many cases where a student has 
received well over 100 tickets,” Forman said. In 
general, MSU parking services rakes up a total of 
$2 million from the 130,000 tickets issued per year. 
With these numbers, there is bound to be animosity 
toward those who enforce student parking.

“In one case, a parking enforcer was ganged 
up on and threatened with a tire iron. Luckily, he 
was able to call the police from his car, but the 
group of students moved his vehicle while he was

still inside it,” Forman said. Other times, students 
have tried to drive away while being issued a 
ticket, running over a parking employee’s foot.

That’s brutal, but what is more upsetting for 
sophomore Kelsey Smith is that she continued to 
receive tickets after she purchased a parking pass.

“The parking system here is ridiculous. I got 
eight tickets in the first few weeks of school 
because the lot that I bought a pass for was 
always full,” Smith said. She went to the parking 
services office for advice, but continued to rack 
up the tickets after following the employee’s 
directions. To save the hassle, Smith chose to 
leave her car at home for the remainder of the 
school year.

So how do those who rely on their wheels 
attempt to ditch the citations?

“I have a few tricks in my bag,” Eldessouky 
said. His go-to tactic is placing an old ticket on 
the windshield with hopes that a parking enforcer 
will move on to the next car. “This doesn’t always 
work. But I try to keep my old tickets looking crisp 
and clean in case I’m feeling lucky.”

Don’t rely on this trick as a surefire way to 
avoid a citation. Forman says parking enforcers 
are usually on the top of their game and notice 
when students try to be sly. Her best advice for 
students trying to avoid a citation is to ride the 
CATA or buy a bike.

For those who insist on parking on campus, 
a few tickets may be inevitable. But when a $10 
fine could have been avoided by feeding 10 extra 
cents to the meter, you might want to re-evaluate 
your habits. If not, keep in mind that approximately 
50 percent of tickets are appealed, and putting up 
a fight is worth it, as long as it doesn’t include a 
tire iron.
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Seven students share junior year all under one roof
At 131 Orchard St., you’ll notice seven guys living in 

a house gravitate one by one to the wrap-around couch 
that fits all of them with just enough room to spare. They 
kick their feet up on to the coffee table that is clad with old 
newspapers. Then, they flick on that TV to an episode of 
“The Office,” and enjoy it together, as roommates.

Brandon Sprigett, Corey Miller, Peter Lang, Sarny 
Salhadar, Drew Klopeic, Taylor Bond and Ryan Quin are all 
juniors from the Grand Rapids-area living in an off-campus 
house on Orchard Street.

It’s a typical college residence. There’s a plasma TV resting 
on the mantl;e in the living room. A comfortable little nook to 
the side offers a place for the guys to eat Sunday brunch.

Some might say the housing life in East Lansing is 
something of a spectacle. Come October every year, 
students hustle around looking to sign a lease for the next 
year before another renter swoops in and claims it. Moving 
into a house is also a step-up for some; almost a graduation 
from the one or two years usually spent in the dorms to a 
more responsibility-laden role of renting a house.

“Although the dorm experience is great and something 
everyone should experience, living in a house is so much 
better than the dorms because you have more of your 
own personal space,” Sprigett said. “But you also have to 
be pretty organized with your bills and have a pretty good 
relationship with your roommates, because a lot of stuff can 
come up.”

As the end credits of “The Office” rolled down the screen, 
the group of roommates began to disperse. A few went off to 
do homework; one drudgingly went off to the kitchen where 
a pile of dishes filled the sink and spilled onto the counter. 
(The guys stated that they have to delegate cleaning duties 
and take turns so everybody does equal work.)

After entering the basement and winding through the 
hallway past a few bedrooms, the four remaining roommates 
filled a small room off to the side. One of the roommates 
flicked the Nintendo 64 on, and the four of them stared 
intently at the wall that “Mario Kart” was projected on.
Even though each race meant nothing in reality, it meant 
everything to the winner to enjoy that little bit of bragging 
rights. And it also provided another moment for the 
roommates to hang out together.

“That’s the thing about living in a house with a bunch 
of guys - you are always going to have something to do,” 
Salhader said. “Whether it be watching TV, studying or 
playing video games, someone is always going to want to 
do something with you.”

The seven guys said that they came to live in the seven- 
person house through a little cheating of the system and a 
whole lot of luck.

“Originally, there was six of us looking for houses to live 
in through Community Resource Management Company,” 
Sprigett said, referring to the company that leased the off- 
campus house. “And we started to realize that there isn’t 
many six-person houses and then we got a transfer from 
Grand Valley and fell into this seven person house.”

But the guys still had to deal with making sure they could 
be the first to sign the lease to the house.

“None of us wanted to camp out to sign the lease 
through CRMC, and we knew that previous renters through 
CRMC had first picks,” Sprigett said. “So we kind of 
cheated the system and had my cousin who already rented 
through CRMC sign the lease with us. That way, we got our 
first pick.”

The things people go through for the perfect house and 
perfect fit. That’s housing in East Lansing.
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How many college students are 
actually having one-night stands?

Sunday morning welcomes more than 
churchgoers and joggers to the streets of East 
Lansing. Crawl out of bed before lunchtime and 
it’s inevitable that you’ll spot people on the walk of 
shame, complete with disheveled hair and last night’s 
clothing. But is MSU a breeding ground for students 
seeking spontaneous sex, or is this just a myth?

According to Olin Health Center, the amount of 
Michigan State students who have one-night stands 
is far smaller than most assume.

Erica Phillipich, a sexual health promotion 
educator at Olin, said that 76 percent of students 
have sexual intercourse at least once in their life, 
according to the National College Health Assessment 
taken in 2008. What may be surprising is that 75 
percent of students who have had sex before had 
zero or one partner in the past year.

Resident mentor for Abbott Hall, sophomore 
Colleen Grattan, said that while some of her 
residents have sex, the majority have committed 
partnerships.

“As a mentor, you meet the residents and then 
their boyfriends,” she said. “The guys that stay over 
are not usually one-night stands.”

Phillipich said despite the circumstances, sex 
should never be shameful, as long as both people 
are comfortable with their habits. She also said a 
reason why the majority of students may chose not to 
have spontaneous sex is that they’re educated about 
the outcomes of promiscuity.

Like Phillipich, senior Dana Benson promotes 
sexual education - but in a unique way. She’s part of 
a theater troupe, In Your Face Theatre, that comically 
confronts sexual myths and models healthy sexual 
decisions. From skits demonstrating how to creatively 
apply a condom, to suggesting ways to ask your 
partner about their sexual history, the performance 
covers all levels of education.

“It’s the humor and honesty of our show that 
gets people talking,” Benson said. “We want to 
encourage people to have safe and enjoyable sex, 
and offer options for people who don’t want to be 
sexually active.”

So is promiscuous behavior becoming extinct? 
Probably not. Perhaps students are just becoming 
more sexually savvy when it comes to the risk of 
unwanted pregnancy or a sexually transmitted 
infection. So the next time you catch someone 
walking across campus in last night’s clothes, keep in 
mind that it may not be what it seems.
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Michigan State officiais propose over 30 academie program cuts
In the fall semester of 2009, university 

officials introduced a budget cut program in 
response to diminishing funds. In the program, 
Shaping the Future, MSU considered meeting 
challenges by taking the knife to as many as 30 
academic programs.

In the shadows of the elimination of the Michigan 
Promise Scholarship, the program cuts stirred up a 
whirlpool of emotions among affected students.

A rally brought students and faculty to the 
Hannah Administration Building on a chilly winter 
morning. On Dec. 4,18 students displayed 
their stern disapproval by turning their backs on 
President Lou Anna K. Simon, who asked the 
student body to stand with her in this decision.

Governor Granholm also spoke and 
encouraged listeners who are passionate about 
their education to make their opinion known to 
state officials. Many who felt that academic cuts 
were not a creative solution had already attempted 
to have their voices heard loud and clear, but the 
responses came across as a mere whimper.

American Studies graduate student Darren 
Brown was one of the numerous students who 
felt cheated.

“We were originally misinformed,” Brown 
said. The elimination of the American Studies 
major took the entire department by surprise, 
even the department chair.

‘Until we were cut, all we heard was second­
hand information from the administration, and 
things seemed okay. Now I don’t understand 
why a program ranked fifth in the nation is 
being eliminated.”

Brown had three internationally published 
articles come out in the spring and was 
bewildered as to why a major with a high

publication rate was being terminated.
Aside from American Studies, other majors 

proposed to be phased out were Retailing, 
Counseling, Geological Sciences, Veterinary 
Technology, numerous majors among the College 
of Natural Science and more. However, the cuts 
wouldn’t only omit majors, they also eliminate job 
opportunities.

“The programs that funnel students to 
Michigan jobs are the ones being discontinued,” 
Brown said.

While students are urged to find employment 
in Michigan, the college hardest hit is the one 
that serves as the backbone to producing many 
Michigan jobs: the College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. To junior Lila Wakeman, these 
eliminations just didn’t make sense.

As a zoology major, Wakeman is not directly 
hurt, but she worries for friends in the Veterinary 
Technology program who may have to leave 
Michigan State. Wakeman was especially 
disappointed with the decision to decrease 
educational diversity because she feels there are 
other options.

“We need to explore the other opportunities 
before cutting education,” she said.
Hnstead of accepting the situation, Wakeman 

joined with others to raise student awareness and 
propose alternative ideas.

“If $10 was added to every football and 
basketball ticket price, we would have $4.9 million 
more for educational funding,” she said.

While the future of many academic programs 
remains on the chopping block, the forecast for 
Spartans is foggy. What is clear, however, is that 
those who are most passionate will have their 
voices heard in order to protect their education.



Students put in long hours to do well on final exams
Walking into the library, you may notice 

that the tables seem to be more crowded 
than usual, that students are lugging 
around every single one of their books, in 
addition to their laptops, notebooks and 
a plethora of snacks. As the hours pass 
by, the tables accumulate collections of 
empty energy drink cans and coffee cups. 
You know it must be finals week.

While some people find the library to 
be the most productive place to study, 
others prefer studying in their rooms or a 
study lounge on their floor.

“My favorite place to study is actually 
on my bed, because I’m comfortable 
and have plenty of room to lay out all my 
books,” sophomore Monica Hasse said.
“I also definitely need some snacks and 
some Mountain Dew.”

Although all professors say that its 
important to not cram for the final exams, 
sometimes that is just not possible for 
students with their busy schedules.

“It was hard to prepare for finals early,” 
freshman Erin O’Donnell said. “I had four 
exams the week before, and another four 
exams the week of finals. I spent a lot of 
time studying for the first round of exams, 
and then was left to ram for the last four.” 

The long hours of studying 
monopolize student’s lives from the time 
they walk out of their final lecture until 
minutes before each exam.

“I think the hardest part is balancing 
studying for your exams and spending time 
with friends before summer,” O’Donnell 
said. “It was hard because at the week of 
finals it finally hit me that I wouldn’t see 
most of my friends until school started 
again. There was a lot of temptation to 
have fun with friends rather than study, but 
thanks to the support of the people around

me, I was able to do both.”
Not only does finals week mean 

the end of school and the beginning 
of summer, but it also means saying 
a temporary goodbye to long distance 
friends and brings on the daunting task of 
packing up all of your belongings to move 
out for another temporary relocation.

“Having to study for finals, worry 
about moving and about moving into an 
apartment for the summer was hectic,” 
Hasse said. “ Then when you’re not done 
with your finals and people are already 
moving out, that adds to the distractions.
Its all part of the stress in the lovely week.” 

Even as the stress builds during the 
late nights of studying the long standing 
tradition of midnight screams ease the pain 
for the brave who face pulling all-nighters. 
H i  looked forward to screaming my 
lungs out at midnight,” O’Donnell said.
“But honestly, the highlight was listening 
and watching other people partake. It was 
hilarious to see people dancing in the 
street, boys streaking in their underwear, 
and other stress out students screaming 
obscenities. I loved it.”

Unfortunately, sometimes even the 
midnight scream doesn’t ease the stress.

“It helped studying with my friends 
because we were able to keep each other 
motivated,” O’Donnell said. “We found 
a quiet place to study that was kind of 
secluded so we could concentrate, and of 
course take study breaks where we were 
able to sing and dance. When it comes 
down to it though I really just hate finals.”^  

At the end of it all, after hours and 
hours of studying, students can only 
hope to do their best and feel the relief 
of being done with finals, at least for 
another semester.
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You can’t deny it. During those 
college years, some students start 
using drugs recreationally. But 
students’ perception of drug use may 
be a little construed.

On campus, the highest illegal 
drug used is marijuana, second 
only to alcohol. Both marijuana 
and alcohol are considered to be 
recreational drugs, while the more 
extreme narcotics, like cocaine and 
methamphetamine are considered 
lifestyle drugs.

“I think the drug use you see in 
East Lansing tends to be recreational 
drugs,” said East Lansing Chief Tom 
Wibert. “We don’t tend to see the 
lifestyle drug users.”

East Lansing Police narcotics cases 
have by over twenty percent from 
2008 to 2009, while Michigan State 
University’s Police department has 
dropped by twenty-four percent from 
2007 to 2008. MSU Police did not have 
numbers available for 2009.

According to a survey conducted by 
Olin Health Center during the Spring 
2010 semester in conjunction with the 
American College Health Association, 
thirty-nine percent of students reported 
that they had used marijuana in the 
past month.

But when asked how often students 
felt their peers use marijuana, many 
believed almost ninety percent of 
students have used marijuana.

Alcohol, tobacco and other drugs 
educator Rebecca Allen from Olin 
Health Center mentioned that students’ 
perceptions of drug use isn’t exactly 
what is happening on campus.

There tends to be this idea that 
students tend to use these drugs 
often,” said Allen. “But in reality that’s 
not the case.”  ̂f

Many students believe that over a 
quarter of students at Michigan State 
University smoke marijuana more than 
10 days in a given month. In reality, only 
6 percent smoke marijuana that often.

“But that doesn’t mean that there 
aren’t students who have potential 
drug use problems.”

Curtis, a student who chose not to 
give his last name, said he regularly 
smoked pot three times a day during 
the spring semester.

“I’ll choose to smoke instead of 
going to class,” Curtis said. “I’ll stay up 
late the night before an exam.

Because of his herbal proclivities, 
Curtis’ GPA took a nosedive this 
spring semester, almost ruining what 
he had built up the first two-and-a- 
half years at State.

But despite the negative scholastic 
and financial effects, he feels that 
they are outweighed by the positives.

“I get this weightlessness feeling,” 
he said with a smile. “Things are 
funnier when you’re stoned. [And] I feel 
like my mind gets unlocked.”

Even with the lower than expected 
number of illegal users, Allen feels that 
this still represents a problem for both 
the university and the community.

“Whenever we’re looking at any 
drug use, often with it’s high harm 
because of its legality, it tends to be 
a problem,” said Allen. “Any time you 
use any drugs, it can be a risk to the 
community.”

Student talks about drug use at MSU
Tfext: Dustin McNees, Matthew Mikul 
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Students travel abroad for an enhanced educational experience

When people think of foreign travel and vacation, 
it usually doesn’t involve sitting in a library conducting 
extensive research to put together a grueling 50-page paper.

But for sophomore Jake Satin, this is exactly what he 
chose to do as part of the Study Abroad history program 
at Oxford University in Britain last summer. Satin got the 
opportunity to research at the distinguished Bodleian 
Library, considered one of the best libraries in the world. 
The course’s fifteen students had the opportunity to use 
valuable and rare primary documents to construct a paper 
on a topic of their choice. Satin’s paper, interestingly 
enough, on gin drinking in the 18th century, is up for 
publishing in the fall.

The Study Abroad program at MSU spans the 
globe with 260 specialized programs for nearly every 
major, sending students to every continent. Although 
Satin’s experience at Oxford was centered around 
a classroom, many programs combine learning with 
a hands-on adventure to create an unforgettable 
education experience.

One such program is the popular freshman study 
abroad program in Italy, which takes place before 
students start their official enrollment here.

“It was a program on the history and culture of Italy 
and the Roman Empire,” Satin said. “One of the cool 
things was learning about something in class, then the 
next day or that afternoon, going to actually see what we 
had been talking about.

“It’s one thing to learn about it and read it and look at a 
picture in a textbook, it’s another to be standing there and 
taking your own pictures of it,” he said.

Of course, while students are there taking ISS and IAH 
equivalents among other MSU classes, they get more out 
of their foreign surroundings than a grade on a transcript.

“As interesting as the classes themselves were, the 
best part by far was the experience,” sophomore Kyle 
Druding said, who also attended the Italy trip as well as 
the environmental globalization program in Nicaragua.
“Just being there, you get so much insight on how 
different things are from what they are here. It’s total 
immersion, you really are in a different way of life.”

On his trip to Nicaragua, Druding recalled sleeping 
outside and not having access to the amount of electricity 
and technology here.

These days, the economic crunch may have an effect 
on students wondering how to finance an extensive trip 
overseas. Junior Colin Boyd, a peer advisor with the 
Office of Study Abroad, admits that when paying for 
college becomes a concern for families, they don’t see the 
benefits of the extra dollars required for study abroad.

However, Boyd attests there are plenty of scholarships 
offered to students through the Office of Study Abroad 
(OSA). Satin’s trip to Italy was almost completely covered 
by scholarships from the OSA and his high school, and 
the only thing Druding had to pay for was his plane ticket 
to Nicaragua, thanks to multiple scholarships from the 
OSA, James Madison and his high school. While these 
may sound like fortunate situations, almost any student 
can get in on the financial aid to help fund their Study 
Abroad journey.

“They do a very good job of making financing as small 
of an issue as they can,” Satin said. “If you’re qualified, 
obviously, money really shouldn’t be an issue.”

The OSA has a special department to help with 
financial aid and the scholarship process is open to 
anyone who wants to apply.

However, as these particular students attest, the real 
value can’t be placed on the cost of the trip.

“I don’t think I paid enough for the experience I 
received,” Boyd said, who has studied abroad in Ireland 
and Australia, and is bound for Rome this summer. 
“Employers are always looking for students with global 
experience and it [Study Abroad] helps make students 
competitive in searching for jobs after graduation.”

Satin affirmed that this global experience can be a 
fulfilling way for students to shape their lives.

“When you’re in a culture that’s different from your own, 
it teaches you a lot about yourself that you’re not going to 
learn in a classroom, or learn in East Lansing,” he said.

“Study Abroad is one of the best things we have 
on this campus, and ironically, it takes you away 
from (campus).”
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Alternative media on campus provides a variety to students, journalists

When Emily Lawler first came to MSU as a student seeking a career in 
journalism, she knew she wasn’t going to do emotionless hard-news blurbs. 
She wanted to write the big feature that had depth, insight and plenty of 
space to work. The State News, like any other print media, didn’t have the 
space to contain her style. So where could Lawler hone her craft?

Enter The Big Green, one of MSU’s few weekly online magazines and 
part of MSU’s alterative media community.
B  ’“it was one of the only magazine outlets on campus,” Lawler said. “I knew 
I wanted to write for a magazine, and it’s been an awesome fit for me. I love 
everyone there.”

Two years later, Lawler is a junior and the editor-in-chief of The Big 
Green. The publication is a prominent leader in MSU’s fledging alternative 
media scene, boasting 22,000 circulation viewers a month, or visitors that 
click through two or more articles.

Lawler says the main ingredient to The Big Green is the unique content 
they provide their readers.

“Nothing you read here will be found anywhere else,” Lawler said.
The Big Green is just one of the several alternative publications on 

campus, said almost all of them exclusively on-line, that try to provide 
something new to their readers. Spartanedge.com, another weekly- 
published site, follows this theme of unique coverage.

“We are focused on covering stories from a different angle from what 
people would find in any other media,” said Alisha Green, junior and editor- 
in-chief of Spartanedge.com. “We aren’t afraid to be edgy, and we aren’t 
afraid of taking on controversial topics that other media organizations might 
not be comfortable writing about.”

Spartanedge.com earned this reputation early on after their start in 
2005 by publishing the Dutch cartoons of Muhammad that were considered 
controversial and were banned from publications elsewhere.

Although receiving a lot of backlash, the publication grew from a 
collection of blogs and other stories into a productive weekly force that 
covers a wide range of off-the-mark stories at MSU. The publication works 
to show alternative life on campus, which includes local area concerts, club 
sports and art shows and exhibits, as well as other events that fly under 
the radar. Spartanedge still serves to report big issues for students, most 
recently a video report on budget cut controversies as well as a multi-week 
series on the State of State’s Media, focusing on promoting alternative 
media and its role on campus

Despite the splash made by Spartanedge.com and The Big Green, the 
alternative media scene is still considered an underground operation. The 
State News’ influence and ability to distribute printed copies everywhere on 
campus five days a week adds to this reality. In addition, most alternative 
Publications cannot pay their writers or raise funds for costly regular prints

like The State News.
Regardless, some dedicated writers that work for alternative media 

believe they provide a better option for news than the mainstream State 
News; among them, The Big Green, Spartan Weekly, Spartini, The Black 
Sheep and other alternative campus media sources.

“We offer a more student-oriented viewpoint,” senior Shelley Hoover said 
of Spartan Weekly, an on-line publication that specializes in satirical content, 
of which she is the editor-in-chief. “A lot of the time [The State News] bypass 
what MSU feels or what it is actually like to be a student.”

The Black Sheep, a relatively new publication that has boxes of print 
editions all around campus, consistently publishes articles on drinking and 
guides to area bars while asserting at the top of each edition that they are “A 
College Newspaper That’s Actually About College.”

Alternative media’s struggle against The State News’ virtual monopoly of 
media in the area came to fruition in 2005. Spartanedge, Spartan Weekly 
and The Big Green teamed up as MAMA (MSU Alternative Media Alliance) 
to file a lawsuit against The State News, complaining about the newspaper’s 
strict “no-competition” policy. Students hired at The State News were not 
allowed to work for any other publication, and MAMA protested that this 
violated students’ freedom.

Although MAMA did get a bill passed by the Board of Trustees, the bill 
has been unenforced. Lawler says that The State News ignored it.

When they aren’t fighting The State News, the alternative media scene 
also helps cater to different communities and types of people across 
campus. Spartini, started by junior Holly Mihelic, is a Web site geared 
towards women interested in fashion and relationships. Spartini is essentially 
a Cosmopolitan for MSU, as put by sophomore Alyssa Dennis, who blogs 
for the site and joined during her first year on campus.

“It was my first chance I had to write at MSU,” Dennis said of joining 
Spartini. “It made me more confident in my writing. It was something I would 
be interested in, help build my experience and be a lot of fun.”

In the case of Dennis and Spartini and Lawler with The Big Green, both 
publications became proving grounds for writers and catered specifically 
to different journalists’ interests. The same idea applies to how alternative 
media can serve MSU, with its different variations on how to tell news and 
the unique kind of news they provide.

“People are going to realize that there’s content online that they don’t get 
in daily papers,” Lawler said.

Green pointed out that the diversification of alternative media is helping 
to expose the different types of niches on campus, which she believes holds 
a bright future for Spartanedge.com

“I see alternative media at MSU really growing even more over the next 
few years,” Green said. ‘The opportunities are endless.”
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CREATIVITY
Art Exhibit showcases students’ dress designs

Excitement lit senior Sarah Bach’s face as 
she described a dress at the Kresge Art Center.

“I made this one completely from Meijer 
grocery sacks,” she said, pointing to her piece 
titled ‘Beneath all this Trash.’ “ I cut off the 
labels and ironed the bags together. And it’s 
even reversible.”

Bach was one of 16 undergraduates 
featured in the Apparel and Textile Design 
Exhibition. Two rooms showcased bold, colorful 
pieces and elegant gowns from Feb. 22 until 
March 12. In a sea of mannequins, the talent 
woven into the threads of each piece brought 
the dresses to life.

At the opening reception on Feb. 24, instructor 
Carol Beard said the dresses represented major 
accomplishments for the student designers.

“We picked pieces to represent each 
designer’s personal aesthetic. By looking at each 
one, I can even go around and tell who made 
what,” Beard said. “These designs really express 
how the students have developed over the years.”

Students incorporated creative approaches 
and innovative techniques into their designs

based on their class’ assignment. Each 
dress exhibited originality, and many pieces 
incorporated recycled materials.

“This is from a pair of pajama pants from fifth 
grade,” Bach said, pointing to a metallic, velvety 
fabric on her dress titled ‘Waterfall.’ “This is a 
curtain from my old bedroom. And this beading 
right here was part of an old purse.” Bach’s piece 
was also featured in the Student Apparel Design 
Association fashion show on Saturday, April 17 
at the Lansing Center.

Minutes before the show, 43 student 
designers prepared their models to hit the 
spotlight. Senior Nicholas Paolo stood alongside 
his models, all of them representing a year’s 
worth of dedication. Paolo said the feeling was 
bittersweet.

“It’s exciting because I’ve been waiting 
months, and I know these girls can wear my 
garments perfectly,” he said.

The night carried on with excitement as the 
students’ designs illuminated the stage and 
convinced the audience that fashion is more than 
fabric; it’s living art.
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Lamba Chi Alpha fights the City of East Lansing to keep their 83-year-old home
One brotherhood, 83 years, over 2,200 men, and 

infinite memories. The house of 128 Collingwood has 
seen it all.

The walls of the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity house 
hold years of nostalgia. To some it’s just another 
fraternity house, but to the brothers of the Gamma 
Omicron chapter of Lambda Chi Alpha, it is more than 
just brick and mortar.

“Often, Greek organizations are simply referred to 
as ‘houses,’” sophomore Andrew Chamberlain said. “I 
suppose if brothers are the metaphorical bricks, the 
building blocks of the chapter, then 128 Collingwood 
could be considered the mortar. It is a second home to 
more than two thousand men initiated as Lambda Chi 
Alphas at Michigan State. It has become synonymous 
with who we are as an organization and, more 
importantly, who we are as a brotherhood.”

Although 128 Collingwood has been a part of 
Lambda Chi Alpha for as long as the fraternity has 
been on campus, the brothers are looking for a new 
place to call home.

“In the early 90s our local alumni sold the house 
to our nationals to keep it under better management,” 
Chamberlain said. “Our nationals took out a second 
mortgage on the house to finance housing for other 
chapters.”

After the nationals aquired the house, the house 
was sold once more to Lambda Chi Alpha Properties 
(LCAP), a separate corporate entity from Lambda Chi 
Alpha Fraternity, International.

According to Chamberlain, when the real estate 
market faltered, LCAP could no longer sustain all of its 
properties and had to liquidate assets.

Because the money owed on the second mortgage 
exceeded the value of the property, the fraternity’s local 
alumni couldn’t secure funding before the brothers’ 
house was put on the open market.

After a series of court dates, it was decided that 
proposed plans for an addition to the house to make it 
into an apartment complex would need to be reviewed 
by the Historic District of East Lansing. For now, the 
brothers cannot live in their house and are now moving 
into a house on N. Harrison Avenue.

“We have not only survived but thrived under 
this unfortunate circumstance,” freshman Andrew 
Paulsen said. “ It is a testament to the strength of our 
brotherhood at this chapter. Hopefully, if the cards 
fall right and we win the upcoming battle before the 
historic district commission, we can relocate back to 
our home in the future.”

The structure itself is more than just a roof over 
their heads; it’s a monument representing all the 
brothers of the Gamma Omicron Chapter.

“The Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity house is older 
than Michigan State University landmarks such as the 
Breslin Center and Spartan Stadium,” Paulsen said. “If 
one of those landmarks were to be suddenly removed 
from campus, the community would feel as though it 
has lost a part of itself. This is the same scenario that 
is affecting the members of Lambda Chi Alpha, but 
with a structure that has been part of its community for 
a longer period of time.”

But the brothers are not about to give up their fight. 
They are working hard to regain their loss.

“Because I rushed during the fall of my freshman 
year, my entire college career has been centered on 
128 Collingwood,” Chamberlain said. “The fondest 
memories of the past two years, which I count as the 
best of my life, have happened at this house. As I’ve 
become more involved in the house leadership and 
fighting to save our house, 128 has come to symbolize 
a massive investment of time and effort. It has also 
brought me closer to everyone in the chapter, since it 
has given us all one, single goal.”
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Brotherhood. Sisterhood. 
Companionship. These are 
the qualities that form the 
lasting friendships found in 
the Greek community, and 
on campus.

Fraternities bring 
men together, each with 
different backgrounds and 
experiences,Intertwined by 
a common identity.

Sororities create 
a common bond and 
everlasting friendships for 
young women. Staying 
together for years, both 
create strong bonds that 
last though four years of 
college and beyond.

Whether they hold 
centuries of traditions, 
or are recently formed 
organizations, they hold an 
important place in the pool 
of elements forming our 
university. I
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Greeks: Delta Kappa Epsilon Farm House
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Greeks: Sigma Beta Rho Sigma Nu
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Greeks Alpha Chi Omega
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Greeks: Gamma Phi Beta Kappa Delta
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Greeks: Kappa Kappa Gamma Sigma Kappa

Front Row: 'Cffipm l e f t ’)' M fS  Ngip i p ldaS  
- ly lm iM p e rg  i e
■ A d a ff l^ ^ h » e  Brown, E1 1H  H ow airl^ffl
K̂ Er-Regn̂ lB '' 'E i 'Peê
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Sharing the universal 
experiences of receiving 
our acceptance letters, 
straying from home, 
stuffing our lives into a tiny 
dorm room, and struggling 
through an impossible 
exam, it’s life’s events that 
create memories worthy of 
lasting a lifetime.

In the past year, 
we’ve welcomed the All- 
American Rejects, The 
Fray, Kid Cudi and Drake. 
W e’ve raced for a cure, 
remembered the suffering, 
volunteered, and shared 
our cultures.

We’ve celebrated both 
our favorite national 
holidays and the success 
of our athletes.

Whether it be university- 
sponsored events, or our 
own weekend adventures, 
each event experienced 
cultivates a unique 
Spartan experience. ■
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Events: The Fray Concert

T h e S p [ M ^ S S r m s  agM«?, ■ 
B re s lin  B a r e r  J B p e t r  smaiH 
h i t  Save a L i fe ”
R i & d E h e  crowd

■ H i f l i l f f c j j f  the F ra y , Isaac 
g j  ade,, p®  f® 1n® a:'t the  
EB^gsil i n Center. Fans jo in e d  
w ith  ppaaM^Mi chants o f wasS 
green ! Go w h ite ! ” du ring  the
$Sf(^RnE.,'

TjejMf'Dusti n McNeeé/;.- 
pBo to: M a *  n Hfei ngo n 
dS í g n: J ||¡|lc a H ay f y;a rd

Thousands of students packed the Breslin Center September 16 to see 
The Fray in concert, with NathanielRateliff and The Wheel kicking off 
the show. The Fray performed most of their hit songs, including “Over 
My Head” and a cover of Kanye West’s “Heartless,” much to the delight 
of the crowd.



New National Coney Station provides late night hangout and convenience to students

It’s two hours into the Saturday morning, and bar crawlers 
quickly guzzle up the last of their beer and evacuate onto 
the streets of East Lansing. The unfortunate souls drag 
themselves home to pray to the porcelain gods, while others, 
with their mouths watering, are on the hunt for something 
tasty and greasy to gobble up. It won’t be long until a group 
of Spartans stumbles through the doors of National Coney 
Station, a new concept by National Coney Island, Inc., on 
Grand River Avenue demanding something to tickle their taste 
buds.

Inside the restaurant, characterized by red bricks and 
old-style photos, a long line of rowdy customers forms.
Some chat with friends about the evening’s outrageous 
occurrences, while others slump into booths and inhale their 
food without saying a word.

This slam-packed night is the standard crowd for weekends, 
said Raymond Reynolds, a manager at the establishment. 
Reynolds has worked for National Coney Island for six years, 
but before the restaurant opened on Sept. 10, he never 
experienced the customers of a college town. He said it is 
definitely a change of pace from his home in Macomb.

“I got puked on a few weeks ago. We were getting ready to 
close at 3 a.m. when I passed by a guy stumbling on his way 
to the bathroom. He didn’t make it, and it sprayed all over my 
arm,” Reynolds said. Most store managers would be fuming 
with anger, but Reynolds, 22, was able to keep his cool.
H i  actually wasn’t that mad at him,” Reynolds said. “The guy 

was really embarrassed because he loves Coney Island and 
promised he’ll be back. I just hope he doesn’t pull that again.”

For sophomore Caitlin Wilson, there is never a dull moment 
when working the closing shift at National Coney Station.

“The funniest encounter I’ve had was when a drunk guy 
proposed to me with a ring made out of paper napkins,” Wilson 
laughed. “I told him that he was moving a little bit too fast for 
my taste.”

Another tipsy customer indiscreetly attempted to sneak 
away with the store’s “Open” sign.

“It was kind of funny. When I caught her with the huge sign, 
she looked at me innocently, like she wasn’t doing anything 
wrong,” Reynolds said. Beware, sign thieves; a manager will 
catch you every time.

Even though drunken crowds may be slightly unruly, they 
are National Coney Station’s biggest business. Since the food I 
is reasonably priced, students agree that Coney is a tempting 
late night stop when on the way home from the bar. With doors 
open until 3 a.m. on weekends, who could resist a taste of 
classic American food before putting a cap on their night?

National Coney Station is not only ideal for late-night 
prowlers, it is also accommodating to students with busy 
schedules. Junior Josh Glowacki depends on Coney’s speedy I 
service when he is in a time crunch between classes.

“Most of my classes are in the psychology building, and in 
my 40-minute break, I love to head to Coney Station for a quick 
meal. The location is perfect,” Glowacki said. The only thing 
Glowacki could say he dislikes about National Coney Station is 
it’s timing.

“I really can’t believe [National Coney Station] is finally here. 
This is my fifth year at MSU. Why couldn’t they have gotten to 
East Lansing sooner?” Glowacki said in between bites of his 
Coney Dog. As a Metro Detroit native, National Coney Station 
is a refreshing taste of home for him.

Like Glowacki, many customers are ecstatic to see a Coney 
Station in town. Students and adults alike have expressed 
enthusiasm to be able to enjoy their favorites, such as Coney 
Dogs and Hani Specials, in East Lansing. Reynolds feels that 
National Coney Station’s unique hometown-feel sets it apart 
from other fast food competitors.

“It’s our reputation that brings people in. Metro Detroiters 
that have grown up on our food know it’s good. They’re happy 
to see us here,” said Reynolds.
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members of the Izzone
9:20 a.m.iThe five men of campsite 323 arrive on Munn Field to pitch 

their tent.
9:45 a.m.: Junior Kevin Erb carries mattresses from his dorm room to 

the campsite.
By 10 a.m. campsite 323 is set up and prepared for the next 24 hours 

of the Izzone Campout. These dedicated fans, along with about 2,000 
other fans, endured the elements in hopes of getting lower bowl tickets for 
the upcoming men’s basketball season.

“We prepared by getting together with friends from Campus Crusade, 
a Christian organization,” junior Alex Dunn said. “This is my first year 
‘cause I’m a junior transfer. I think a good portion of our campsite are first- 
years. I brought a blanket and a pillow with me.”

From 10 a.m. until noon, the guys played a game of pick-up football, 
with a quick break at 11:30 a.m. for a campsite check. The guys then 
headed to Wilson Hall around noon to watch the Spartans play Wisconsin.

Although Dunn only brought a blanket and a pillow with him to the 
campout, the rest of his campsite was well prepared with all things 
necessary to spend 24 hours in a tent.

“I got my homemade granola, apples, pretzels, cereal and a Frisbee,” 
junior Joe Ray said. “I also brought my green and white jumpsuit, a 
sleeping bag, a football and my iPod.”

At 4 p.mlwhen the football game was over, the guys stopped in the 
Wilson Hall cafeteria to get some food before returning to their campsite.

“I’ve wanted to be in the Izzone ever since I came to MSU,” freshman 
Logan Matthews said. “Since I want to be in the lower bowl, I knewfjhad 
to camp out. It’s pretty exciting to see the field transform into a campsite. 
It’s fantastic.”

Matthews showed his dedication to the team by sticking it out at the 
campout even though he was injured during the touch football game.

“I made a spectacular catch in the back of the end zone,” Matthews

explained, as blood dripped down his neck. “The defender tried to block it 
by scratching my neck and breaking off my necklace.”

The guys passed time after the game by playing more football, waiting 
in line for Izzone Campout t-shirts and grilling hamburgers on their charcoal 
grill around 6 p.m. After they grilled, they participated in the inflatable 
obstacle courses until 8:30 p.m. and then returned to their campsite, where 
they anxiously awaited the arrival of Coach Izzo and the team.

“I think the whole experience is going to be real fun,” freshman Kyle 
Stanke said, “but I am most excited to see the team and meet Izzo.”

The other members of the campsite agreed that meeting Izzo, who 
showed up around 9 p.m., was the highlight of their campout experience.

“I knew I was doing the campout ever since I got my tickets,” Dunn 
said. “I actually just thought we’d be standing around, but when l got the 
schedule I was so pumped to be here. It’s an epic experience to hang out 
with Michigan State’s finest.”

After Coach Izzo and the team visited the campout, a comedian was 
there to entertain the campers for the night. He wrapped up his set around 
11 p.m. and all the excitement began to die down as the guys started to 
return to their campsite, since all the scheduled activities had finished.

“As soon as we got back to our campsite, we heard a bunch of yelling 
and screaming, so we decided to go investigate,” Ray said. “Apparently 
one of my friends had... a dance-off with this other guy. Everyone was 
crowding around them so they moved to the stage and literally 300 people 
crowded the stage and they had an hour-long dance-off between the two 
guys and the deejay. It was the funniest moment ever.”

The dance-off ended around 1:30 a.m. and everyone returned to the 
tent to hang out for a little while before going to bed.

The next morning Coach Izzo woke the campers up around 7:30 a.m. 
with a megaphone so they could pack up their tents and check out.

“We slept really well on our mattresses,” Ray said.
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Mike Posner returns to a sold-out crowd

Mike Posner has achieved 
more within his 21 years than 
most accomplish within a lifetime. 
Aside from the daily stresses that 
accompany life as a sociology and 
business major, this senior from Duke 
University is also balancing a major 
record deal.

After single-handedly writing, 
producing and recording tracks within 
his dorm room, Posner’s hard work 
paid off when his debut mix tape,
A Matter of Time, caught the eye of 
record executives. Since then, fans 
from Detroit to Los Angeles have 
recognized his potential as an up-and- 
coming artist.

“By no means is my music 
demographic-limited to college kids; 
it just exploded there first due to my 
social network,” he said. “I appeal to 
students because that’s where my 
friends are.”

With news of Posner’s September 
12 performance, fans campus-wide 
immediately began buzzing - resulting 
in a sold-out show within six hours. 
Presented by the Residence Halls 
Association, the Fall Welcome Concert 
featured Posner along with Fly Union 
and Kanye West protégé Big Sean.

“This concert blew up by word of 
mouth,” said RHA Director of Public 
Relations Melissa Hackett. “Had we 
known, we would have chosen a 
bigger venue.”

Although the excitement was 
primarily shared among fans, it 
appeared as if Posner was the most 
eager of all.

“I performed once at State two or 
three years ago, but I think it’s going 
to be a much different experience this 
time,” he said. “I get goose bumps just 
thinking about tonight.”

Prior to his anticipated 
performance, Posner sauntered into 
the Union Ballroom with a smile on 
his face. Dressed casually in house 
slippers and basketball shorts, he 
initially appeared as yet another 
average student. Several minutes 
into the interview though, it became 
evident that the personable performer

found success through hard work and 
determination.

“I don’t follow what everyone else is 
doing,” he said. “There is no set path 
you have to take.”

Known for such hits as “Cooler 
Than Me” and “Drug Dealer Girl,” 
Posner finds inspiration in what he 
matter-of-factly terms as “real life.”

“I think a lot of people identify with 
some of the concepts within my music 
because they’re things that everyone 
goes through,” he said. “I know one 
of my strengths is taking events that 
happen in my life and turning them 
into art.”

Describing his schedule as 
“definitely tough,” Posner commits his 
time to both schooling and a budding 
career. Despite his absence at Duke 
on the weekends, the singer remains 
an average college senior who enjoys 
Saturday tailgates, four corners and 
most importantly, his music.

“Everyone at school tries to work 
on Wall Street, but I salvage my 
relationships at Duke into a nationwide 
buzz,” he said.

After a brief interruption from a 
throng of screaming fans, Posner 
sighed and continued his train of 
thought.

“I get paid to chill at other schools. 
I’m living the dream,” he saidgTm not 
complaining - 1 just do my homework 
on the planes.”

With the amount of success 
Posner has encountered within the 
past year - including a contract with 
J Records - it’s unlikely that there is 
much left on his to-do list.

“I’m not content with my position at 
all,” Posner said. “I don’t feel like I’ve 
made it. To me, it’s always what’s next.”

Humble words coming from a 
man who has collaborated with 
likes of 30HI3 and Kid Cudi. With 
aspirations to become what he termed 
the “biggest pop star in the world,” 
it’s obvious that Posner’s music 
possesses the proper credentials.

“You can expect me to be a force 
within the music industry for years 
to come.”
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The S ta te  N ew s  celebrates its 100th anniversary
One hundred years and 16 

ACP Pacemaker Awards later, The 
State News can say its achieved 
something. But let’s be honest, it 
earned respect a long time ago.
In it’s 100 years of existence, the 
student-run publication raised the 
bar for college newspapers across 
the nation and set trends that are 
standard in the business today.
All the while, it has remained the 
“independent voice for students on 
campus.”

In 1909, the president of then 
Michigan Agriculture College 
decided to name the first newspaper 
The Holcad, which was the name 
given to the ship that carried news 
from seaport to seaport in ancient 
Greece. The first journalism class 
was offered at the college in 
the spring of 1910, English 2K- 
Agriculture Journalism. By 1925, 
the college changed its name to 
Michigan State College, and ever 
since the paper was known as 
The Michigan State News, with 
“Michigan” eventually clipped.
H n  the 84 years since the first 

issue under The State News 
title, there have been wide range 
of changes, along with many 
monumental events. The publication 
is one of the largest college dailies

in the nation in both circulation, 
budget and staff. In addition, the 
paper has covered events that 
range from daily happenings around 
East Lansing to national events, 
such as presidential elections and 
September 11.

“September 11 was probably the 
most memorable event that we have 
covered in my time at The State 
News” general manager Marty 
Sturgeon said. ’’Everyone on staff 
came together to get coverage out 
to the people. It was just something 
great to watch.”

The State News was also one 
of the first publications to select a 
female editor in 1930. It was one of 
the first to switch from typewriters to 
computers in 1982, and one of the 
first college newspapers to publish 
daily and join the Associated Press.

But one of its biggest moves 
was the decision to change from 
independent to non-profit corporation 
in 1971. The move protected the 
publication from interference by 
University administrators who might 
have disagreed with their content.
It also protected the university from 
liability for anything published in 
The State News, thus creating the 
mantra of being the independent 
voice on campus.
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STATE NEWS CENTENNIAL
After serving the student population for 100 years, The State News reflects on pivotal moments of its long history

Good Morning! How Do You 
Like Our New Face—It's Offset

The State News newsroom the day of the paper’s 50th  anniversary, March 10,1959.
IMAGE FROM LIBRARIES ARCHIVES

An example of The State News front page from 1962, when the 
paper was 53 years old.
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By Kayla H aberm eh l 
THE STATE NEWS

ighteen U.S. presidents.

1 Seven wars.
Two men’s basketball national championships.
One hundred years.

The countless events that have changed the outcome o f 
history during the past century have all crossed the pag­
es of MSU’s student-run newspaper, The State News. Over 
the years it has changed names and locations and cov­
eted the happiest and most heart-wrenching o f  times.

But from the beginning, the mission has remained the same 
—to deliver the news that affects the MSU community.

The beg inn ing

The State News was first published on March 10,1909 as The 
Holcad, named after an ancient Greek ship that delivered news. 
n 1925, the name changed and the paper became the Michi­

gan State News —■ the same year Michigan Agricultural Col- 
ege became Michigan State College. It began daily publication in 
*942, and 29 years later became independent from the university. 

No amount of history lessons can fully describe The State News. 
5?’ 111S a newspaper —  at times loved and hated by its reader- 

s ip— but it is more than newsprint and a Web site. It’s an orga- 
zafton of students that come together to keep fellow students 

| j  |.me<T t0 polish their professional skills and to exercise the 
cuoms granted to American citizens by the First Amendment. 

I S P S  equiPPed m tel1 the real history o f  The State News 
rJf 6 r   ̂ Pa8es and the archives —  those still in the news- 

m on East Grand River Avenue and those who have moved 
0 careers as varied as the stories they have reported.

GMs in the boys club
It was 1943 and World War II was in full swing, bringing a host

See STATE NEW S o n  page 2A

PHOTO BY NICK DENTAMARO/THE STATE NEWS

A glimpse at work in the newsroom on Thursday, days before The State News’ 100th birthday: Assistant Design Editor Andrea 
Zagata works on a page as Deputy Managing Editor Laura Mlsjak looks on.
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March 10,1909: The first 
incarnation of The State
News, The Holcad, appeared.

Sept. 26,1942: 
The first daily was 
published.

1965: Four editors, including 
James Sterba, resigned in 
protest after the editor in 
chief decided not to run a 
controversial story.

Sept. 2001: Breaking 
coverage of the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks.

March 2003: Coverage of 
the riots that broke out after 
the MSU men’s basketball 
team lost to Texas in the 
NCAA Tournament.

2009 : The State News 
sends reporters and 
photographers to cover 
Obama’s inauguration.
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1925: The name changed 
to the Michigan State News 
when the school became 
Michigan State College.

Spring 1943: Neva 
Ackerman-Moyer took 
over as the first female 
managing editor.

1968: The State News covered 
the assassinations of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Robert 
Kennedy.

March 2003: Coverage 
of beginning of the Iraq 
War.

2008 : Coverage of the 
presidential campaign and 
the election of the first 
black president, Barack 
Obama.
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Students perform wide range of acts to salute the King of Pop
The room is dark. Illuminated only by flashing strobe lights, a 

young couple stands in the middle, stranded. As the fog rolls in, 
hideous creatures crawl from the corners towards their victims. 
Although they resist, the defenseless couple is taken down 
by the blood-thirsty beasts. Once bitten, the couple becomes 
possessed, but they aren’t the typical brain-dead, zombie-walk 
possessed. Instead, they take center stage, led by a figure 
decked out in the finest red leather pants and jacket. They all 
don white gloves and start to dance.

What’s going on? Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.” What else 
would it be?

While the opening skit of the Black Caucus’ Michael Jackson 
Soul Tribute Night at the McDonel Hall kiva captured the 
essence of the King of Pop’s dance moves and theatric flair, 
it wasn’t saturated by many other Jackson covers. Instead, 
poets, rappers, guitarists, gospel singers and even motivational 
speakers shared the spotlight with their own performances. 
What did a girl playing Taylor Swift covers on her acoustic have 
to do with Michael?

“Even though all the acts tonight are not about Michael 
Jackson, it is a tribute to him because without him, none of 
this would be possible,” said broadcast senior Tony Towns, vice 
president of the Black Caucus and a co-emcee of the event.

Michael Jackson, a former member of the Jackson 5 who 
later embarked on very successful solo career, died at the 
age of 50 on June 25, 2009. Probably the most successful 
performer of all time, his “Thriller” album is still the number one 
best seller in the world and he was known for his tremendous 
skill singing and dancing.

The event didn’t just aim to pay tribute to Jackson’s music. 
The diversity of the acts represented Jackson’s positive 
messages he portrayed through his songs.

“This is exactly why he did what he did,” Towns said. “It’s to 
bring every culture and creed together. This is what he wanted. It 
would have been a dishonor to not have that diversity. That was 
our top priority; to have every color, creed and diversity here.”

Indeed, a variety of performers descended upon the 
wooden dance floor set up in the kiva. The MSU IQ Dance 
Team performed to a hip-hop medley that ended in a white-

gloved routine to Jackson’s “Bad,” and a band complete with 
an acoustic guitar and a bongo drum with a cymbal attached 
did covers of “Smooth Criminal” and The Black Eyed Peas’ 
“Hey Ya.”

Senior Chavonna Savage, president of Black Caucus and a 
performer in the “Thriller” skit, was one of the many inspired by 
Jackson’s talent.

“[Jackson] inspired me to dance. He’s shown me dance 
moves that can never be duplicated,” Savage said.

Freshman Deangelo Beloch, an R&B performer who boasts 
a manager and has even performed shows in Detroit, attributes 
his inspiration and success to Jackson.

“He’s the reason why I started singing,” Beloch said. “I 
wanted to imitate him.”

Beloch and Savage aren’t the only ones. Sophomore Victor 
Draine was Michael Jackson that night, acting as the leather- 
suited figure who led the opening “Thriller” skit. Word on the 
street was that Draine resembled the King of Pop, and the 
Black Caucus needed to start with a Michael song everyone 
could identify with. The two parties were able to come together 
to produce the skit, complete with authentic “Thriller” moves. 
Playing the role of Jackson was an honor for Draine in the wake 
of the singer’s death.

“When he passed, we all just sat around and watched his 
memorial,” Draine said. “ It was like losing a family member.”

Although Draine only did the gig for fun, he still realizes 
Jackson’s impact worldwide.

“He contributed a lot to music, (and) he did a lot for a lot 
of different people,” Draine said. “If you look at his lyrics, his 
songs-‘Man In The Mirror,’ ‘Black Or White’- they all had good 
messages.”

By spreading Jackon’s ideals on their Soul Night, the Black 
Caucus was continuing on what the iconic singer started during 
his life.

“Our goal was to have every culture and diversity come out 
and show us what soul means to them,” Savage said. “ Michael 
Jackson was all about world peace, diversity and enjoying 
everybody’s company, and we wanted that to come through In 
our soul night.”
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MSU loves its basketball. MSU loves its men’s 
basketball coach.

These two common denominators factor iato why Coach 
Tom Izzo made a grand entrance to the Breslin Center in an 
Indy Race Car, complete with a driver’s suit and racing helmet. 
H t  may have been Homecoming weekend for the football; 

team, but that didn’t stop over 14,000 students and alumni 
from showing up to Midnight Madness on Friday night.

In fact, everyone that could have showed up did. This 
year’s Midnight Madness was the first one ever sold out in 
the event’s history, and Breslin staff had to turn away people 
waiting in lengthy lines that wrapped around the building.

Midnight Madness serves to kick off the men’s and 
women’s basketball seasons every year by introducing the 
teams and celebrating the past year’s accomplishments. 
This year’s motto was “Celebrate the Moment,” which was 
fitting for two programs that created plenty of moments last 
season. The women’s basketball team made it to the Sweet 
Sixteen and the men’s basketball team fell short of the 
National Championship in the final game.

The men’s basketball team stayed true to the theme 
during their introductions. The arena darkened and each 
player appeared on the Jumbotron showcasing a classic 
Spartans victory from previous seasons. The player 
then trotted down the stairs from the concourse level, 
accompanied by giant blasts of flames from both baskets, 
erupting from the pyrotechnics placed on top.

Finally, Izzo showed up on the big screen, highlighting 
the Spartans’ two national championships in 1979 and 
2000. After introducing himself, the crowd roared, and Izzo 
promptly suited up into his racing gear and took off in his 
racing car on-screen, culminating in Izzo riding to center 
court in person. As soon as the coach reached the winner’s 
circle, he was awarded the traditional victor’s wreath of

flowers around his head.
Coach Izzo’s speech focused on the fans’ dedication 

to the program by showing record support for the team 
during its stay in Detroit for the Final Four. Izzo mentioned 
the 30,000 Spartan fans that showed up for a practice at 
Ford Field, as well as the 9,000 that followed the team to 
the Somerset Mall in Troy. Izzo also declared that MSU 
basketball now holds the record for most fans to watch a 
basketball game, and second and third place as well.

Eventually, the Final Four banner was raised, the fifth the 
team has raised in the past 11 years, all under Izzo, and the 
only team in the NCAA to have accomplished that feat in 
that time period.

The women’s basketball team staged their own theatrics 
to match Izzo and the men. Setting up a mili-living room 
at center court, the players threw a “house party,” which 
resulted in each of the team members coming through a 
prop door wearing a ‘90s outfit and doing their own little 
dance to the music played on their arrival. At the end of 
the charade, coach Suzy Merchant crashed the party. She 
saluted the Sweet Sixteen appearance but quickly moved 
onto her main point: Making the Final Four this year in San 
Antonio, which prompted the team to don pink co w b o y  hats 
and line dance at the end of their skit.

After the team ceremonies, both squads played a quick 
Green and White game, taking the festivities to 1 a.m.
The dedicated fans that stayed saw two crisp basketball 
performances in the teams’ first appearances on court, but 
Izzo ended the night memorably by reminding everyone of 
the Homecoming festivities set for the following day.

“I know tonight is about basketball,” Izzo told the crowd, 
“but this is still football season!

“Tomorrow, we are going to kick some Wildcat ass!” the 
coach proclaimed.
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MSU basketball teams kick off season in front of record crowd at Midnight Madness
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Events: Hal 1oween

Naughty nurses and Edward Cullen-wannabes filled the 
streets and frat houses Halloween weekend, replacing

childhood “boos” with MSU booze.
.T e ft : Dustin Mof
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The B la c k  S heep  comes to graze East Lansing
It’s something new. It’s something most people might not 

know exists. But if you walk down Grand River, into the dorms, or 
stop by a random newsstand you will see it. The new publication 
has its own style and flare, and it’s something different than The 
State News - or any other publication for that matter - on campus. 
The satirical newspaper that covers issues college students 
encounter daily is known as The Black Sheep.

While The Black Sheep is new to this campus, it originated a 
few years ago at the University of Illinois when co-creators Atish 
Doshi and Derek Chin decided that their school newspaper (The 
Daily mini) wasn’t meeting the needs of the school.

“The paper wasn’t bad, but their topics weren’t actually 
relevant to college or college life,” Doshi said. “So we were sitting 
around and the two of us were like, ‘Why don’t we start our own 
paper?’ We had no idea what it would take to do it, but we knew 
that if we were able to write about topics that our readers could 
relate to, we could have something really cool on our hands.”

And so with no journalism experience, Atish bought the book 
“How to Start a Newspaper,” and, as a marketing and finance 
manager, began publishing The Black Sheep.

“Most of the skills my partners and I acquired came from just 
experience on the go,” Doshi said. “It’s always been about loving 
this job and the opportunities it brings, so if that means having 
to research new techniques when it comes to layout and design, 
or having to take a journalism class to learn proper editing, I’ve 
been up to the challenge.”

But how did something that started at the University of Illinois 
end up in East Lansing?

The newspaper’s founder, Doshi, was originally from 
Rochester Hills, and he said after they started in Illinois they set 
a new goal to come to Michigan.

“When we decided to expand, we had pretty thorough 
research criteria, and MSU fit everything perfectly,” Atish said.
“It’s a large school with a great social life and an enthusiastic 
student body. We couldn’t ask for anything more.”

After the decision was made to come to East Lansing, the 
two decided to post job openings on myspartancareer.com. 
Everything from advertisers, writers and even distribution people 
were needed.

“Atish and the other managers really have a lot of input of 
what goes on here at MSU,” content manager Caitlin Tetrick said. 
.“They really care, just as we do, about making a good product for 
the students and community to read.”

Each week, Tetrick and a staff of about 10 writers get together 
to come up with ideas for their next paper that is printed every 
Thursday. They come up with around 15-20 ideas and then 
narrow it down to the best ones to fill up their six-page spread. 
The stories range from ways to get free food to conspiracy 
theories about why dorm beds are odd shaped (prevent 
fornication) to reader-submitted drunk shout-outs.

“Sometimes people come up to us and say they enjoy us 
more than The State News” Tetrick said. “But it really doesn’t 
matter. All that matters is that we give the students something 
they want to re a d M
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A beautiful day for football, with 
just a little bit of rain

What a beautiful day for football, with just a little 
bit of rain.

The defining game vs. Michigan.
Wow.
One word. One thought. Just “wow.”
Long after Larry Cappers dashed into the 

end zone to secure the 26-20 win in overtime, 
the scoreboard still lit up the night sky. The day, 
however, started many hours before that and took 
loads of twists and turns. It had some ups, some 
downs, a bit of rain, but in the end, nothing but a 
victory and sunshine.

The game received little national recognition, 
and generated little hype due to the previous 
performances of the two teams. However, any time 
the “Little Brown Jug” is up for grabs, there doesn’t 
need to be any hype. There doesn’t need to be 
any national recognition. All that’s needed is some 
good ol’ spirited college football fans that define a 
rivalry. And trust me, there were a lot of them.

While clouds and rain would have surely 
discouraged many in Ann Arbor, MSU students 
and fans alike know it’s always a beautiful day for 
football in East Lansing (at least that’s what we’re 
reminded of from the Public Address announcer); 
especially when you have a chance to beat 
Michigan for the second time in a row for the first 
time since 1967.

In the student section, the deafening “Go 
Green! Go White!” chants were louder than ever 
as thousands of anxious, intoxicated Spartans 
filled the stadium to the brim. Every soul who 
bravely (or stupidly) entered the student section 
wearing Maize and Blue were pelted with 
“Asshole!” chants. The chaos ensued throughout 
the pre-game ceremonies right up until the long- 
awaited kickoff at high noon.

As the Spartans lined up to receive the kick, 
the defining “Woosh” that erupted after Michigan 
kicker Bryan Wright did what he does best, kicked

Events: Fandom
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the ball, made it seem as if all the air had been 
completely sucked out of the stadium. The Spartan 
faithful were into the game.

A first quarter interception and an early 
Michigan field goal dampened the crowd as much 
as the weather did. But when running-back Larry 
Caper sprinted into the end zone with 2:25 left in 
first quarter to give the Spartans a 7-3 lead going 
into the second quarter, the crowd continued to 
grow in excitement. Every first down, the student 
section continued to remind the Wolverines what 
they really were, because each time the crowd 
grow louder and louder when they chanted “First 
down, bitch!”

Eventually, though, the atmosphere seemed 
to shift. “What started out as a lot of drunk 
energy turned into focused energy. After the first 
few minutes of the game people became really 
focused,” said sophomore student section member 
Max Suri.

Everyone quickly began to realize that they 
could razz the people donning the Maize and 
Blue all they wanted, but what really mattered 
was a win.

While the weather did little to dampen the fans 
(and by the time the first-half came to an end, the 
slight drizzle turned into a heavy downpour), it did 
affect the play on the field. The second quarter 
was filled with lots of sloppy plays and resulted in 
only a field goal for both teams, leading to a 10-3 
lead for Michigan State going into half-time.

Coming out of the gates for the second half, the 
Spartans continued to keep their intensity up, and 
the crowd continued even more. The sun began 
to peek through and it seemed as if every positive 
play for Michigan State - and every negative play 
for Michigan Hfueled the fire for the crowd.

However, as the fourth quarter came around,
^^HontSnued o8 p B  190

“ See th e i ffiWEAK! ”
Fans s ing the f i g h t  song 
QJEQQT game.
fcr'ssalilflne



the sun began to fade and rain showers crept back in an eerie 
foreshadowing way, and the tides began to turn. Michigan dominated 
the fourth quarter and scored with 4:03 remaining in the game, and the 
crowd began to cheer with a hint of nervousness. The “Go Green! Go 
White!” cheers still flowed, but a defining lack of confidence could be heard 
among the shouting. Was this really how it was going to end? After all, 
the emotion and effort spent on defining that their team was the best, that 
Michigan no longer could walk into Spartan Stadium and expect a win, 
was Michigan really going to prove us wrong, yet again?

And then it happened.
With two seconds remaining in the game, the tension was higher then 

ever. Nobody could take their eyes off the field. Their eyes stalked every 
movement of the players. Michigan quarterback Tate Forcier found receiver 
Roy Roundtree in the back of the end zone for a nine-yard touchdown 
pass. End of regulation. Game tied at 20-20. Overtime.

“Unbelievable,” and “this can’t be happening,” began to be muttered 
from corner to corner in the student section, as the fans sat on looking in 
a shell-shocked state. People began remembering the comeback in 2004, 
when the Wolverines came back from three touchdowns to win in overtime.

But then, suddenly the rain stopped and the sun crept back in at the 
beginning of overtime. Everyone rose to their feet and decided that it’s not 
over; we are still going to prove what we believe, that we are STILL better. 
Michigan took the ball to begin overtime and five plays later, the ball was 
caught in the end zone, but it was caught by Michigan State cornerback 
Chris L. Rucker. When Rucker landed in the end zone, a rush of jubilation 
shot through the stadium. Screams of joy and excitement combined to 
make Spartan Stadium louder than I have ever heard it before.

Now all Michigan State had to do was kick a field goal to win the game. 
But no, the crowd didn’t want that. A field goal would say, “yeah, we won,” 
but a touchdown would say, “Ha, in your face.” And three plays later, on 
what should have been a play to set up a field goal, freshman running- 
back Larry Caper took the hand-off and sprinted. He didn’t stop until 25 
yards later when he was in the end zone. Pure insanity ensued. Everyone 
hugged and more high-fives were given between two complete strangers 
than could ever be imagined.

And as the fans slowly poured out of the stadium, the sun shown down 
in full capacity drying off soaked green and white shirts and jerseys, 
bringing to mind one thing: Wow. Just wow. That is all that can be said for a 
game that no Spartan will ever forget.
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Anberlin, Taking Back Sunday and The All-American Rejects teamed up to perform 
fora packed crowd at the Wharton Center, Nov. 3. The three groups played mega­
hits “True Faith,” “Sink Into Me” and “Gives You Hell,” respectively.
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MSU's Global Festival allows international student organizations to share culture
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Students and families are given the 
opportunity each year to escape East 
Lansing and embrace cultures from all over 
the world. No, this doesn’t require a passport 
or an expensive plane ticket. All it requires is 
an open mind and a ride to The Union.

This year’s 25th annual Global Festival 
on Nov. 5 invited nationality clubs to share 
crafts, games and traditions in order to give 
others a glimpse into their backgrounds.
With performances, food, informational 
booths and a gift shop, there was something 
to appeal to everyone’s tastes. Most 
importantly, the Global Festival worked to 
diminish cultural stereotypes and unite the 
community, despite the array of different 
cultural backgrounds.

“It’s great to be here because it clears 
up a lot of misunderstandings,” said 
Carlton Rolle, a native of the Caribbean 
who represented one of the 24 regions 
highlighted at the festival. “People who don’t 
know much about the Caribbean think it’s 
just a Bob Marley-esque tourist spot. But 
really, it’s filled with so many more diverse

aspects to learn about.”
Rolle explained the significance of 

Caribbean flags to a group of curious second 
graders and said the girls, who asked about 
coconuts and palm trees, helped him realize 
that the community has a responsibility to 
learn about other cultures.

In the Union ballroom, international 
performances took the audience on a 
tour of the globe. The beginning act - a 
fashion show - featured over 40 models who 
showcased traditional styles with dazzling 
and vibrant outfits. Above the stage, a 
large interactive map showed the proximity 
between each region and East Lansing.

With little standing room in the ballroom, 
spectators lined the walls and cheered 
as performers proudly showed off their 
traditional dances. Graduate student Kavitha 
Bhaskar said the most exciting part about 
the Global Festival was preparing the dance 
along with the other members of the Indian 
Student Organisation.

“I’m really proud to be able to show 
everyone our culture. I think the Global¡ B i t i nue d 0 *  pm 196



bai Festival

« B d u a N i  k ita - : 
IftM H I , An'urag M b 
and AbhishekGawasane 

ile  a tSM i t  i S a  i 
I n d i G l o b a l  *. 
M I  The B i a H  
s j S i S t  0 r g a n i z a/fc «  n 
p a r t i  c l { f X l l f S | r ì H H  

n e s s o  c S  h eìi'H n 3!|iE || 
c u ltu re .
Vecon i c *N a g y



Festival helps people realize that 
Indian culture is diverse and cannot be 
stereotyped. There’s so much to learn and 
love about it,” Bhaskar said.

The performances weren’t just for the 
audience to observe, either. The Modern 
Greek Club performed four high-energy 
routines that had the entire room clapping 
with excitement. For their last number, the 
club brought audience members to dance 
with them.

“Dancing is a huge part of the Greek 
culture. We practiced for two months 
with an instructor, so it was fun to get the 
audience involved too,” said junior Nick 
Mimikos.

Student groups who didn’t prepare a 
performance were pleased just to talk to 
others about their culture.

“It’s good to be part of a nationality 
club because from time to time it’s good 
to celebrate where you come from,” Amir

Khakpour said in between laughing with 
other members of the Persian Student 
Association. He was thrilled that their 
exhibit took the community on a trip to “a 
mini-Iran”.

Although the Persian Student 
Association participates in soccer 
tournaments, dances and traditional 
holidays, Khakpour says it is the Global 
Festival that helps them reach out to the 
community.
B i t ’s part of our culture to promote our 
culture. We’re always willing to talk about 
our history and help students who aren’t 
part of our culture to explore our traditions,’ 
he said.

Overall, Global Festival marked a 
day of exploring, learning and accepting. 
The participation of students, families 
and nationality clubs helped to unite the 
community and make the festival a true 
celebration of cultures.
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MSU’s Slam Poetry Team helps students express their creativity

Some may see poetry as nothing more 
than words scrambled on a page that might 
rhyme, sometimes. We had to read it in high 
school, from Robert Frost to Sylvia Plath 
to Ernest Hemingway to Ezra Pound to 
Langston Hughes. We had to decipher their 
metaphors, recognize their assonance and 
categorize their meter.

But to the Michigan State Slam Poetry 
Team, poetry is more than just words 
scrambled on a page. It’s an art form, a 
theatrical experience.

The Slam Team has been known to 
gather a crowd, not just with performers but 
spectators as well, offering a good social 
environment to any and all interested in 
performance poetry.

Topics covered in the student poetry 
mnged from love to anti-love, sex, the 
6nvironment, nature and America.

“ I critique the world a lot in my poetry,” 
sophomore Drew Fries said. “ I like the 
creativity. I’m a math major, so it’s on the 
other side of the spectrum for me.”

The Slam Team meets weekly, with reading 
and writing workshops every other week.

Slams, or poetry competitions, commence 
at different places all across campus, from 
Snyder hall to the MSU Union. Judges are 
picked from the audience at random, who 
rate the performance on a scale of one to ten. 
Typical slams consist of two to three rounds.

While many members were part of poetry 
slam groups in high school, the group always 
welcomes beginners.

“The people are fun. We just hang out and 
goof around. There’s a lot of camaraderie,” 
sophomore Will Jones said. “Writing and 
performing poetry can really show you 
another side of yourself.”
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Students gather at area movie theaters for the midnight premiere of 
the Twilight saga’s second installment: “New Moon”

A line of students outside NCG Cinema in Lansing poured out the 
front doors and around the illuminated building on both sides. Not one 
space was left in the expansive parking lot once the clock hit midnight. 
Evidently, the brisk November weather wasn’t enough to keep the “Twi- 
hard” fans away.

“I have a feeling this movie will be more exciting than the first, but 
this line length was unexpected,” said junior Alyssa Hopper.

Inside the theater, the story was much the same. Red tape guided 
the customers along the corridors of the theatre. Every single screen 
in that theatre premiered “New Moon” at midnight, and fans became 
anxious as the time grew closer.

“We went to the premiere of the first movie and it was nothing like 
this,” Hopper added. “This is epic.”

Many students agreed that the second film of the saga out-per­
formed the first for a number of reasons.

Freshman Jess Kusso said, “The first film was very low budget 
because they weren’t expecting such great success.”

Despite the plethora of Twilight-obsessed girls sporting “Team 
Jacob” or “Team Edward” tees, many weren’t even die-hard fans of 
the saga. Students claimed coming to the movie on a whim and some 
were fans of the novels.

“I just really like the story,” freshman Jessica Rutkowski said. “(But) 
the characters are stupid, they don’t stick out.”

Yet, even as critics ridiculed the budget and debatable acting, 
combined with an underdeveloped plotline, the first Twilight film man­
aged to rake in $70 million in its opening weekend in the States, while 
“New Moon” made $258.8 million worldwide. That put “New Moon” 
right behind Star Wars Episode III: Revenge of the Sith and ahead of 
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King in terms of worldwide 
opening sales.

“It’s just all about an infatuation with forbidden love. It makes the 
movie more exciting,” sophomore Kim Kon said. “It has such a cult fol­
lowing. Everyone wants to know about it.”
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Jewish students at MSU come together to celebrate Hanukkah

Unless you belong to the Jewish faith, you may not 
know the story of Hanukkah, despite Adam Sandler’s 
charming song “The Hanukkah Song.”

This is why the Michigan State University Hillel 
Jewish Center, together with the student organization 
Jews in Greek Life, puts on a Hanukkah party every 
year at Club Rush.

The party typically includes a DJ, decorations (a giant 
menorah stands in the middle of the dance floor), and 
traditional Jewish food, bringing together students all 
across campus.

“We want to show diversity on campus,” said Cindy 
Hughey, Executive Director of the Hillel Center. “We’re 
celebrating a minority.”

However, the event is open to all students.
“Everyone is invited,” said senior Emily Lustig, who 

has attended the event in previous years. “So we have a 
diverse mix of traditions here.”

Special events at the gathering included a raffle, $25 
gift cards, and donations set up to adopt a family of 12 
for Hanukkah.

“The holidays are all about giving to the community,” 
said senior Hilary Gorosh. “It’s actually a family tradition 
of mine to get a present and give it to charity and I think 
this event reflects that.”

Bringing the holiday to the community is one of the 
goals of the Hillel Center and Jews in Greek Life.

“Hanukkah is usually a holiday celebrated in the 
home,” Hughey said. “We wanted to change that.’IM

Jews in Greek Life and the Hillel Center events are 
not strictly limited to the holiday season. In the spring, 
they host a bat mitzvah party for Sparty, along with 
various other events.

“It’s unfortunate that people just look at the holiday 
itself,” said senior Andrew Izzo. “I don’t think they see the 
spirit behind it. Maybe this event can change that.” J j
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Events: Haiti Relief Concert
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It sometimes takes a devastating tragedy 
to bring people together, but when they do, 
harmony can happen in more than one way.

Thanks to the efforts of two student groups 
on campus, the Haiti Relief Concert held at 
the People’s Church in East Lansing on Feb. 
12 raised over $1,600 to send directly to Haiti 
after the devastating earthquake that rocked 
the country on Jan. 12.

The idea for the concert came from MSU a 
cappella group “State of Fifths.” The event was 
put on with the help of the UNICEF (United 
Nations Children’s Fund) at the university.

“State of Fifths” performed alongside other 
campus a cappella groups such as “Ladies 
First” and “Capital Green”, as well as an 
Oakland University group “Gold Vibrations.” 

Senior Heather Bick, music director for the 
“State of the Fifths” and the brainchild of the 
event was just another person who wasn’t 
sure how to help after the earthquake.

“When things were going on around me, 
not being politically involved, not being able to 
do anything about tragedies in the world, it’s 
very frustrating not being able to help because 
you don’t have the skill set,” Bick said.

“I was sick of doing nothing, so I decided to 
take a venue I knew. I know music,” she said.

Bick stumbled upon senior Rachel Roy’s 
Facebook page, who also happens to be the 
president of UNICEF on campus, and a simple 
phone call got things going. Roy then found 
the venue and brought T-Shirts to s e lH  

With a lot of charities currently active with 
Haiti fundraisers, Bick had a good reason in 
mind when she chose UNICEF.

“Children don’t have a voice; they don’t 
usually have a voice especially in situations 
where resources are scarce. They need to be 
stood up for,” Bick said. Plus, she liked the idea 
of doubling the money made through UNICEF, 
thanks to a pledge by the George Harrison 
Fund to match the amount of money made 
at the relief concert to give to UNICEF, who 
would then send it to Haiti.

Despite the unfortunate circumstances that 
the concert took place under, the night was 
filled with fun and good cheer.

There were plenty of songs performed to 
lift the spirits of those shaken by the tragedy. 
“Capital Green” singer and senior Selame 
Scarlet said her group tried to find songs that 
would inspire hope for the future.

“[In the song] ‘Shadowfeet,’ the lyrics ‘When 
the world has fallen out from under me/l’ll be 
found in you,”’ Scarlet said. “It gives that hope 
that we need, especially for Haitian people.”

Between acts, Reverend Dr. Gary Autry, the 
People’s Church Campus Minister, got up and 
announced the final figures made from sales 
that night, which was well applauded by the 
healthy crowd occupying the pews.

“It made me very happy,” Bick said, 
referring to the announcement. “God was on 
our side tonight.”

It’s one thing to say that Bick and the rest 
of her fellow singers sang together in harmony 
on multiple occassions through different songs, 
making for wonderful and pleasant sounds. But 
the harmony achieved by working together and 
the sharing of talents for a greater good was 
the best performance of the night.
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Events: Haiti Earthquake Vigi l

Students gather for a candlelight vigil in memory of Haiti earthquake victims
On a chilly night in January, the chiming bells of the 

Beaumont Tower rang out across campus. However, the 
familiar tunes and melodies were replaced by a more 
somber sound.

A single ominous bell, striking 12 times, symbolized the 
12 days into the New Year when tragedy struck the last 
place that needed one.

That’s why a small but steady contingent of students 
and faculty gathered beneath Beaumont to pay their 
respects to a disaster that left the people of Haiti homeless 
and concerned people around the world helpless.

On Jan. 12, the island country of Haiti, the poorest in 
the Western Hemisphere, was rocked by a 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake, the largest there in a century. The earthquake 
tore apart the weak infrastructure and single-handedly 
dismantled the capital and main city, Port-au-Prince.
Despite the initial quake lasting a mere 30 seconds, the 
death toll continued to rise as authorities tried to pull apart 
the rubble. 230,000 were eventually confirmed dead.

Inspired by the continuous stream of devastating 
images from Haiti, the university’s Center for Latin 
American and Caribbean Studies and the Caribbean 
Student Association (CSA) hosted the Help Haiti Heal 
discussion panel at the International Center and the 
candlelight vigil that followed.

With small, white candles in hand and flanked by 
several TV cameras and crews, a crowd of 40-plus 
stood below the tower as several well-known speakers 
expressed their condolences for Haiti and its victims.

“We ask what we can do, because we can’t answer 
why,” Lou Anna K. Simon, MSU president, said. 
Accompanying Simon included Lee June, vice president 
and associate provost of the university and Victor W.
Loomis, mayor of East Lansing.

With Haiti being so far away, it was hard for students to 
get involved with helping out more than just donating $10 
through a special text messaging service set up by the 
Red Cross. For some, being at the vigil was the most they 
could do.

“I don’t know how to help, so I thought I would come 
here and pray a little, send some good thoughts towards 
the way of Haiti,” junior Kelly Smith said.

Luckily for Smith, the CSA had many bold plans for 
action. During the discussion panel before the vigil, 
many ideas were talked about as possible ways to get 
the campus involved. The CSA considered organizing 
a benefit concert featuring Caribbean artists that could 
raise money for the cause. Also, members of the CSA 
discussed setting up a specific project for full MSU-wide 
participation, like taking care of an individual school by 
sending textbooks.

In the meantime, as efforts to organize fundraising 
were still underway, there wasn’t much more students 
could do to show their support. Senior Rachel Moore did 
exactly that by showing up for the candlelight vigil.

“I actually have a friend who has family in Haiti, and I 
kind of wanted to support him and at the same time support 
the cause,” said Moore, who is friends with freshman Terry 
Pharaon, a native Haitian who spoke at the vigil.

After Pharaon spoke, a quick prayer was said and the 
group observed a moment of silence, leading to the toll 
of the bell. Afterward, the Haitian national anthem was 
proudly played through a small speaker. Although the 
crowd couldn’t relate to the unfamiliar tune, the concerned 
students and faculty there could relate to the sadness felt 
by the tragedy of Haiti. They could only be there to give 
a little of their time, a little of their money, a prayer or two 
and the sending of hopeful thoughts toward Haiti.
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MSU Break Dance Club a place for competition and learning
It was a quiet, relaxing evening at the upper gym at 

IM Circle until the shoes dropped.
One by one, shoes piled up in the middle of the 

hardwood floor. The excitement in the room built.
There was no going back now. The shoes were then 
paired off and thrown to the side. The one-on-one was 
about to begin.

The ensuing “shoe battle” was just another typical 
session night for the MSU Break Dance Club. The 
owners of the shoes that were paired together would 
have to have a dance battle, with only one competitor 
moving onto the next round. Everyone had a shot to 
win the grand prize, a very exclusive two dollar bill that 
one member happened to find.

The relatively chill atmosphere combined with 
increasing interest in break dancing on a mainstream 
level, thanks to shows like America’s Best Dance 
Crew, helped spin the Break Dance Club into 
existence back in the fall of 2007. Starting with just six 
members, the group now boasts at least 100 strong.

Beside working on new moves and teaching 
new members the basics, the club prepares for 
performances around campus like Cultural Rogue, 
Lunar New Year and Latin Xplosion.The club also 
goes out and battles other crews from Michigan and 
around the country, usually in a 4-on-4 or 5-on-5 
matchup. Dancers have to have a whole new mindset 
when it comes to battles.

“In the event of an actual battle, we train really hard 
because the atmosphere is completely different,” said 
junior Adithya Kosgi, president of the club. “We train

to be in that attack mode, as opposed to being in that 
showcase mode.”

Although the club represents something very 
competitive, there still is an abundance of newcomers 
that join every year, one being junior Eric Sarb, who 
joined the first semester the club started. Sarb thinks 
that break dancing can be for anyone and everyone 
who wants to join.
| | iw h a t  most people don’t know about Break 
Dance Club is that you don’t need any amount of 
experience to join Break Dance Club,” Sarb said. “I 
knew absolutely nothing of breaking, and the first night 
I showed up, some of the guys taught me the basics, 
and I was hooked from that night on.”

Although the club harbors brotherly love and 
friendly confines for all its members, all bets were off 
during the one-on-one. For four grueling rounds, each 
longer than the last, dancers would spin, flip, jump and 
get right into their opponent’s face, stopping to pose 
to the delight of the crowd. When a move was made, 
much love was given by the bystanders, all the while 
clapping to the bassy hip-hop beat blasted via mini 
speakers.

Regardless of whether they can spin on their heads 
or not, the members of the club seemed to not only 
have found a passion, but a friend base they can rely 
on, and learn from.

“The club itself is like an experience,” Kosgi said.
“You meet so many people from so many different 
backgrounds. Everybody there shares the same 
passion, and we all feed off each other.”

Break Dance Club.
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Events: Li IT Si bs Weekend

Elise Lefere

Spartans invite their siblings for a fun-filled weekend at MSU
Laser tag, inflatable Twister and life- 

sized games of Trouble brought over 2,000 
students and siblings to the Union on Feb.
5. The event kicked off the annual LiT Sibs 
Weekend, presented by the University 
Activities Board.

Inside the Union, an N*SYNC song 
stimulated an energetic crowd in line for 
laser tag. Waiting for over an hour were 
freshman BreannaTodd and her 12-year-old 
brother, Lukas. Breanna often visits home, 
but Lukas said visiting MSU gave him an 
exciting glimpse into college life.

“I definitely want to go here one day,”
Lukas said, who stayed in his sister’s dorm 
at Synder-Phillips. “I liked meeting Breanna’s 
friends and seeing how everything on 
campus is so close.”

UP Sibs Weekend attracted more than just 
future Spartans. Senior Christina Kenerich 
brought her 3-year-old nephew who played 
shuffleboard with a group of kids. As her 
fourth and last year participating in UP Sibs 
Weekend, Kenerich said the variety of 
activities makes the weekend worthwhile.

“We plan on bowling later and then 
we’re definitely going to tour the Breslin 
tomorrow,” she said. “The best part is seeing 
the excitement, and every year there’s 
something different to do.”

Those seeking a challenge braved the 
cold on Feb. 6 to partake in the fourth 
annual UP Sibs Weekend scavenger hunt. 
Families were given six clues to guide them 
around campus, ending at the Breslin for 
an exclusive tour of the men’s and women’s 
locker rooms.

Although some families chose to leisurely 
explore campus, freshman Alex Campbell 
and her siblings entered the scavenger hunt 
with their eyes on the prize.

“We think we have a chance of winning,”” 
said Campbell, who hoped to be one of the 
three recipients of a Spartan prize bag. “Our 
plan is to run as fast as we can.”

Whether they created spin-art in the 
Union, dashed across campus to be the first 
to complete a scavenger hunt or simply ate 
in the cafeteria, Spartans proved they know 
how to show their siblings a fun time.
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Students gather to talk to potential employers at Diversity Career Fair
Waiting outside the Big Ten room in the 

corridors of the Kellog Center was a procession 
of neatly pressed suits. The looks on the faces 
of these men and women was that of hope 
and excitement, because they were given an 
opportunity to network with over 100 respective 
employers at the Diversity Career Fair.

“The Diversity Career Fair is open to 
everybody. You don’t even have to go to 
Michigan State to be a part of it,” coordinating 
director Lauren Fifarek said. “It’s really a diverse 
group of companies that come to talk to some 
of the best students around.”

Upon entering the room, a buzz of chatter 
filled the air as job searchers began to gather 
around the booths, leaving little room to walk. 
Among the bigger companies that were present 
were IBM, AT&T and Frito Lays.

“There really is no protocol as to how long 
you are at each booth,” Fifarek said. “It’s all up 
to you because it’s pretty much on how your first 
impression goes.”

The fair was seperated into two different 
areas. The main room held most of the 
employers, while a separate room featured 
technical jobs.

A wide range of people attended the event;

some were looking to find that perfect summer 
internship, others were soon-to-be graduates 
preparing for life outside of MSU and feeling the 
pressure of finding a job.

“This is the fourth or fifth career fair I’ve 
attended and feel like this is one of the bigger 
ones,” said physics graduate student Rahul 
Ragunathan. “ I think the current economic 
situation really makes this event a lot more 
crowded, but above all it’s just useful to come 
here and network with some good employers.”

Another student, junior Mark Sun, was just 
looking to get a foot in the door and make some 
contacts with some possible employers.

“I’ve been to three career fairs and I was 
definitely not expecting this one to be as 
crowded as it is,” Sun said. “There is a lot of 
pressure for students coming out of college to 
have a job and there isn’t a lot of jobs available 
right now. It’s good to have an opportunity to 
talk to companies who may be hiring.”

Judging by the activity at the Diversity 
Career Fair, it looks like employers had better 
be prepared to deal with a lot of potential 
employees, because the tough economic times 
don’t seem to be discouraging many students at 
Michigan State University.
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MSU Theatre Department portrays a dynamic family on-stage and off

Proving that money doesn’t necessarily buy 
happiness, the Michigan State Department of 
Theatre explored the bright side of things in 
their production of You Can’t Take it With You.

The production features the Sycamores, 
a happy-go-lucky family of three generations 
living under the same roof in a midst of 
financial difficulties.

Performed in the Arena Theatre of the 
Auditorium Jan. 28 to Feb. 7, the production 
drew a crowd not only of MSU students, but 
also residents of East Lansing.

The stage was set in arena format, allowing 
the audience a close proximity to the actors.

“That set up really challenged me to always 
stay in character,” said Andrew Harvey, a grad 
student who played Ed in the play and also 
teaches Theatre 101 and an IAH course.

The cast consisted of a blend of freshman to 
graduate students, theatre majors to non-majors.

‘The freshman reminded me of myself,” said 
Harvey. “I took them under my wing. We formed a 
bond. I mentored them into not only the ways of 
theatre, but also into the ways of college in general.”

The cast came together the week before 
winter break and after the holiday, practiced 
every night for four hours in preparation for 
opening weekend at the end of January.
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“The show was entirely based on family and 
the atmosphere transferred into our process 
really well,” said Andrew Faber, a sophomore in 
the Residential College of Arts and Humanities 
for theatre and acting.

The Department of Theatre brought in 
a guest director for You Can’t Take it With 
You, John Lepard of Williamston Theatre. 
According to students, he offered a new 
perspective on the characters that made the 
family bond evident.

“A director like John is really good at 
bringing out the subtleties and strengths in 
people to make a show good,” Faber said. “I 
love that about theatre. It’s more than real life.
It’s heightened reality. You can never really lose 
yourself but you can experience something new 
with every role you may not have been able to 
experience otherwise.”

But that family atmosphere wasn’t entirely 
an act. It can be applied to the entire Michigan 
State Department of Theatre.
»Everybody works together to do the best 
they can. Overall, it’s a welcoming and helpful 
experience,” Faber said. “Everyone puts 
themselves out there, but not for individual 
attempts at stardom. There are few people fighting 
to put other people down in order to get up.” 215
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February 14 was an extremely special 
day for Chinese students this year, not just 
because of St. Valentine, but because it was 
also the first day of the Chinese New Year.

On the eve of this auspicious day, more 
than 500 Chinese students gathered at 
the Pasant Theatre in the Wharton Center 
to usher in the lunar New Year with the 
Chinese Spring Festival Gala. For many of 
them, the event that night was a brief taste 
of home.

“The Chinese New Year is to us Chinese 
students what the typical New Year is to 
Americans,” explained Sun Shuangya, the 
event coordinator. “ It’s a huge event, and it 
is a time for Chinese families to get together 
and celebrate.

“We hope to create a familiar atmosphere 
with this event, so that Chinese students 
who are far away from home at this time of 
the year can feel a sense of family,” she said.

“You can say it’s like a family reunion for 
those of us here at MSU.”

The gala was organized by MSU’s 
Chinese Undergraduate Student Association 
and MSU’s Chinese Students and Scholars 
Association. It was touted as the first ever 
collaborative effort between these two 
international student organizations.

The event was mostly geared towards 
Chinese students, and was conducted 
almost entirely in Mandarin. It was modeled 
after a typical televised Chinese variety 
show - the kind that airs on Chinese TV 
channels to mark special events or holidays, 
which normally consist of a multitude of 
small skits and performances.

The performances at the gala were 
interposed with speeches from the four 
emcees, who sent out holiday greetings to 
the audience in flowery Mandarin rhetoric, 
and also recounted key moments of the 
lunar year that was with comedic effect.

The performances themselves were a 
juxtaposition of the traditional with the urbane. 
The gala was opened with brief strings of 
hip-hop dance routines, followed by a skit 
portraying the misadventures of a pair of New 
Yorkers lost in Beijing. The skit ended with a 
group of American students singing a famous 
Chinese pop song complete with musical 
accompaniment, much to the delight of the

audience, who cheered them on raucously.
Two girls in silken costumes later 

took to the spotlight with a graceful 
traditional Chinese fan dance, enrapturing 
the audience with their fluid, delicate 
movements. Amateur conjurers 
entertained the audience with sleights 
of hand and the occasional prank on 
unsuspecting volunteers.

A group of young men in suits and white 
masks then performed a Michael Jackson- 
esque dance number, followed by two 
musicians who played a doleful melody 
on the piano and the Chinese flute, while 
images of the past lunar year at MSU were 
projected onto the screen onstage.

But the biggest draw, however, was 
the audience members themselves. They 
cheered and laughed, teased volunteers 
and ribbed the emcees and even clapped 
in time and sang along to some of the 
musical numbers.

There was a strange sense of familiarity 
in the air, as, despite the fact that the crowd 
was over 500-strong, they all seemed to 
be immensely familiar with one another 
-  shouting out names of people across 
the auditorium, cheering on volunteers 
and otherwise resonating with a sense of 
communal energy. Perhaps for many of 
them, strangers in a foreign land, this was 
their family reunion in more ways than one.

In addition, three lucky audience 
members walked away with a Sony 
Netbook, a w la n d  an iPod Touch as prizes 
for a lucky draw.

The night was wrapped up with another 
hip-hop dance routine and a video montage 
of holiday greetings from Chinese students 
and faculty members across ca m p u s . The 
final act was a four-man band that played 
two well-known Chinese pop songs, getting 
the audience to wave and sing along as 
they did. The emcees then closed the gala 
with a final shout of “Happy New Year” to 
the audience.

One can only wonder what must have 
gone through the audience members’ minds 
that night as they zipped up their jackets 
and ventured back out into the cold. P e r h a p s  

they left that night content with having taste 
lu s t a little slice of home.
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Events: Spartan Stampede

Clowns, cowboys and a lively crowd partake in MSU’s 2010 Spartan Stampede

The air is heavy with the scent of dirt, hay and manure -  the 
scent of cattle and horses. A clank, and the heavy iron gate is 
pulled open, releasing a panicked bronco that begins to buck 
and kick for all it’s worth, attempting to dislodge the rider that 
clings on tenaciously to its back.

The crowd cheers and roars with approval and support, 
although those cheers are soon overlaid with a collective groan 
of sympathy as the daredevil rider is ejected none too pleasantly 
from the back of his frantic steed and sent tumbling across the 
dirt floor of the arena.

Handlers on horseback rush in to subdue the victorious 
bronco, driving it back into its pen with swishing lassos. As the 
disgraced rider staggers to his feet, the crowd starts cheering 
once more, applauding his courage in the face of such raw 
bestial strength.

This was the bareback riding event at the 41st annual 
Spartan Stampede, organized by the MSU Rodeo Club.

Adrian Acuné, the vice president of the MSU Rodeo Club, 
said that the club’s main responsibility in the stampede was to 
gather sponsors to finance the event.

“The Stampede itself is actually coordinated and run by the 
Wagon Wheel Rodeo Company from Arkansas,” Acuné said. 
“But, some of the contestants themselves are members of the 
MSU Rodeo Club.”

Members of the club competed against rodeo contestants 
from all over the Midwest, and even contestants from Canada.

The Stampede was opened with a cattle drive, as mounted 
cowboys herded cattle across the arena with bullwhips before 
driving them back into their pens. Bareback riding came up next, 
followed by the steer wrestling event, where contestants rode 
astride with free-running cattle before attempting to jump off and 
wrestle the animals to the ground.

The events were interspersed by short skits from a pair of 
rodeo clowns who, over the course of the rodeo, detonated a 
homemade explosive in the arena, tossed free gifts to audience 
members and worked the crowd up to cheer for contestants.

Pairs of cowboys attempted to lasso free-running calves 
by the neck and legs in the team roping event. More panicked 
horses were set loose on the arena, with cowboys clinging 
desperately on to the saddles firmly roped around their steeds’ 
backs in the saddle bronco riding event that came after.

Then the cowgirls took the spotlight in the barrel racing 
event, weaving their steeds through a three-barrel obstacle 
course on the arena as fast as possible. The draw of this 
event, however, was the last rider, who was only six years old. 
The crowd cheered her on with renewed enthusiasm as she 
maneuvered the course with remarkable skill for someone so 
young. The rodeo also featured a donkey derby for comedic 
effect, with amateur contestants trying to coax their stubborn 
animals around a simple race course, and a calf-roping event 
where contestants attempted to lasso a free-running calf and 
hog-tie it in as little time as possible.

The finale of the Stampede, though, was the bull-riding 
event, as contestants pitted their mettle against ferocious bulls 
that were violently ramming against the walls of their pens even 
before they were let out.

Audience members groaned in sympathy as a few 
contestants were dislodged within seconds of their bull’s 
release, and the infuriated animal began to trample the 
unfortunate riders in a flurry of cloven hooves. The handlers 
were especially skilled during this event, rushing in to subdue 
the creatures before they could seriously injure the contestants. 
The riders that did manage to stay on their bulls for the allotted 
time through sheer force of will, though, won the fever-pitch 
accolades of their audience.

“The thing that’s really cool about the Stampede,” Acuna 
said, “is that everyone in the audience becomes this huge, 
close-knit family.”

“It doesn’t matter who you are, where you come from 
or what your religion is. Here, in the rodeo, everyone in the 
audience just comes together. And that’s just really cool. That’s 
what it’s all about.”
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Events: Packaging Night
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It was a lively Tuesday night for the folks at 

Rick’s American Café in East Lansing. Most 
would pass it off as just another mid-week 
special for the popular downtown bar, but it 
was actually a fundraiser put on by MSU’s 
packaging students.

How could you tell? The bubble wrap on the 
walls, of course.

“It was kind of a way to poke fun at 
ourselves,” senior Jessica Meek said. “We 
thought it would make the place festive.”

Bubble wrap “festive?” Why not.
Getting past the humor of the decorations 

and the idea of a partly-charitable fundraiser 
being held at a bar, the Michigan State 
University Chapter of the Institute of 
Packaging Professionals (IOPP) were on 
a serious mission to raise money for their 
various charitable projects as well as for their 
own packaging events for the year.

“This fundraiser is mostly going to helping 
us plan a trip to Virginia Tech, which is the 
nationwide Student Packaging Conference,” 
senior Michelle Stewart said, who is also the 
fundraising chair for the MSU chapter and the 
main coordinator for the Rick’s event.

But what’s all the fuss about this 
conference? Michigan State was the first 
school to offer a packaging program, and is 
among just the five or six schools that can 
call themselves packaging schools. As the 
President of the MSU chapter and senior Dan 
Born explains, MSU wants to remain a leader 
among the other schools, which includes 
Aginia Tech and Clemson.

“When we get together with the other 
schools, (it helps) to have the biggest group 
of students possible, because we’re known as 
the industry leaders,” Born said. “It’s important 
that doesn’t die down so we can continue 
to have presence at all packaging levels, 
because some of the other big players are 
catching up.

“When people think of packaging, they 
think of Michigan State.”

So what is this packaging all about, anyway? 
It’s a fair question to ask, considering only about 
500 students claim this major at Michigan State. 
Packaging encompasses a lot of industries, 
and one can find themselves either working 
with machinery or working with packaging at 
a supplier or a consumer goods store. Stewart 
recently interned with Campbell’s, and the 
guest speakers at the bi-weekly meeting before 
the bar event were from companies like Mars 
and Wrigley.

Besides having a night out at the bar 
smack-dab in the middle of midterm week, 
the MSU Chapter of the IOPP also provides 
networking opportunities for its 150 members.

As for the charity portion of their 
fundraising, the packaging people are quite 
active. Part of the funds of the event are 
donated back to the community in different 
ways, and the MSU Chapter of the IOPP 
have frequently participated in service events 
like Relay for Life and the Adopt-a-Family 
program.

Not bad for a group that enjoys bubble 
wrap and Tuesday night bar outings.
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The IOPP MSU chapter raises money 
for national conference, charity
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Fearless Spartans compete in a race with homemage toboggans

“I didn’t anticipate these jumps here. I know 
somebody’s going to the hospital tonight,” an announcer 
said to the group of daredevils who huddled around a 
ski hill at Mt. Brighton.

On Feb. 20, 16 groups of students from colleges 
around Michigan participated in the second annual Red 
Bull Schlittentag. Eleven groups of thrill-seekers from 
MSU gave schlittentag, German for “sledding day,” a 
whole new meaning.

Amidst the piles of snow and empty Red Bull 
cans, students created their own toboggans, which 
challenged them to put their creativity to the test. Each 
group assembled their craft with hopes that it could 
whiz down the hill and launch them over a jump without 
breaking any bones. Contenders used any odd items 
they could findjincluding wooden crates, frozen hot 
dogs, skis, home gym equipment and couches to 
personalize their sleds.

Senior Mackenzie Clark and his friends turned their 
toboggan ride into a performance. The three-man team, 
“Eazy Girl,” decided to attach a pole to a wooden crate 
the night before the race. Although the temperature 
barely reached 30 degrees, the group wasn’t afraid to 
expose some skin in their cutoff shorts, suspenders, 
flannel bowties and sunglasses. These fearless 
competitors won a People’s Choice Award for their 
presentation, in which they received bragging rights for 
their ability to seductively swivel on a stripper pole while

cruising down the hill.
“We originally knew we wanted to do something 

that involved a stripper pole, which we found in 
our basement,” Clark said. “Then we thought of 
Chippendales. But we wanted to stick with a winter 
theme so we got flannel bowties.”

Three other Spartans aimed for comic appeal with 
their sled made out of three toilets. Team What is My 
Poo Telling You said they spent $350 and nine hours 
making their toboggan, and even rented their own 
U-Haul truck to transport the 250-pound sled. Confident 
in their toboggan, the team hoped to win one of three 
prizes: tickets to a Red Bull air race, their weight in Red 
Bull or a $250 bar tab.

“You might see something funny here,” sophomore 
Jimmy McCarty said before the race. “We’re afraid we 
won’t be able to stop, but we have these two metals 
poles as an un-proven method of stopping.”

But the heavy sled didn’t have trouble stopping; it 
had trouble starting. Although they didn’t make it very 
far down the hill, the boys kept their spirits high with 
their pants at their ankles and toilet paper in hand.

Whether their homemade sled careened smoothly 
down the hill or crumbled on the way down, most 
agreed that the combination of snow, creativity and 
enthusiasm made for an entertaining time.

‘The best part is the camaraderie,” McCarty said, “buj 
we’ll definitely be back to redeem ourselves next year.”
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The Blue Effect’s mix of smooth jazz and soft rock win over crowd
The 8th annual “Battle Of The Bands” 

here at MSU went to the underdogs this 
year, with repeat contenders The Blue 
Effect winning over the hearts of both the 
audience and the judges at the end of a 
long, musical evening filled with heart, 
sweat and song.

“It was really a pleasant surprise for 
all of us,” band member Will Jones said 
about their victory. “We didn’t even place 
among the finalists last year.”

The Blue Effect’s winning mix of 
smooth jazz and soft rock was just one 
example of the varied artistic talents that 
took to the spotlight that night on Feb. 27 
at the International Center. Their line-up 
of songs also won the coveted “Audience 
Favorite” vote.

The runner-up was 4-man band Loune, 
their musical style a distinct throwback to 
the iconic work of The Beatles. Third place 
went to The Hangers On, who threw the 
audience into a frenzy with their head­
banging heavy metal repertoire.

Ten different bands vied for victory 
that night, altogether showcasing a 
colorful palette of local musical talent 
here at MSU.

There were the crooning, soulful sounds 
of Bashful Antics, the synthesized vocals of 
Past The Pacific, and a lyrical, piano rock 
performance by Alco. Open To Interpretation

and Wine Me Up injected a dose of classic 
rock into the lineup, while Banana Fever 
and Epic Fail worked the audience up with 
their extremely animated performances.

“It’s definitely a lot of fun for us to be 
back out here again,” Jones said.

“There’s just a lot of support and 
camaraderie between all these different 
groups backstage, so it doesn’t even feel 
like a competition at all. It’s cool how we 
can all just come together here and make 
amazing art like this.”1 v

Each band on display had a dedicated 
posse of fans, who came just to watch 
their favorite artists play. There was no 
small amount of cheering, hooting and 
screaming, and crowds of fans (as well as 
members of other bands) would gather at 
the space before the stage to show their 
support and dance along to their favorite 
musical pieces.

“We had a lot of fun tonight,” Jones 
said. “We’ll definitely be trying out again 
next year.”

The event was organized by MSU’s 
University Activities Board, and sponsored 
by the Marshall Music Company and 
MetroPCS.

Jones said that interested individuals 
could download and sample The 
Blue Effect’s music for free at http:// 
theblueeffect.bandcamp.com.
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For MSU students, St. Patrick’s Day is like 
Christmas. Traditionally, Spartans rise with the sun 
to prove that it doesn’t have to be football season 
for them to bleed green. And this year was no 
different. Bars opened early, house parties raged 
and students gave cheers with green beer.

As early as 7 a.m., spirited bar-goers crowded 
East Lansing to take part in breakfast buffets and 
drink specials. Among them was junior Michelle 
Rutecki, who crawled out of bed to turn St. Patty’s 
Day into an all-day celebration.

“It’s been a wild time. We started at Dublin, 
and then went to Harper’s, and then to Lou and 
Harry’s. Everyone is going crazy and the bars are so 
packed,” she said. Rutecki later attended four house 
parties and celebrated until midnight. Meeting new 
friends made this year unforgettable, but she said 
MSU does it big every year. Sophomore Harrison 
Hall agreed.

‘The reason it’s such a big holiday for Michigan 
State is that for one, it’s a reason to drink on a week 
day, and who doesn’t love that?” Hall said. “And 
number two, everyone wears green.” Hall and his 15 
roommates hosted an open party at their house. The 
sun shined, music blared and guests played beer 
pong, flip cup and drank out of a two-story beer bong.

“We probably have about 300 people here,” Hall 
said. “Earlier we had close to 30 people on our roof. 
That’s probably against city ordinance, but it was fun.”

As the day progressed, festivities turned East 
Lansing into a sea of green. But sophomore 
Allyson White, a server at Harper’s, was one of the 
unfortunate souls who didn’t get to paint the town 
with Irish cheer. Instead, she went to work at 6 a.m.

“It’s a pretty cheerful atmosphere in there right 
now. There’s even been a few bagpipers,” White 
said on her break. “We let people in at 6:45 a.m.
I can’t believe how many people wanted to drink 
that early.”

As the day came to an end, some stumbled 
home and others refilled their solo cups and 
continued to party. Irish or not, students 
were already counting down the days until 
they could take part in St. Patrick’s Day 
shenanigans once again.

“I can’t wait for next year already,” Rutecki said.
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MSU partakes in St. Patrick’s Day festivités
Angie Jackson
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When competition arises, students use 
extra-curriculars to pack their resumes

Being an Animal Science major at a 
Veterinary Medical College on a campus 
that has numerous dairy, sheep and other 
agricultural farms obviously has its benefits, 
but when the Vet-Med students look to their 
graduate programs, which only accept about 
100 students, they know the need to have a 
competitive edge.

The Pre-Veterinary Medicine 
Association [PVMA] and its approximately 
260 members work closely with the college 
to provide that edge.

“Its difficult being pre-vet because its so 
competitive, only 110 students are accepted 
[at Michigan State], so everyone is trying to get 
involved,” junior Jeremy Shaba said. “It is about 
the grades, but they also look to see if you had 
any leadership roles or field experience.”

Shaba is one of the fundraising co-chairs 
for PVMA. Some of fundraisers that PVMA and 
the College of Veterinary Medicine put on is the 
dog-wash, Vet-A-Visit and Vet-Ward-Bound.

“A lot of the opportunities in the college 
come through this club [PVMA],” Shaba 
said. “We do wet labs, like dog training and 
suture on bananas. There are also research 
opportunities, like right now I work on a 
dairy research project. Its getting me more 
experience and it makes me a better person for 
seeing something other maybe haven’t seen.” 

Being a part of PVMA at Michigan State

means more than just dedicating some time to 
a club, its something that members really take 
pride in because of the prestigious reputation 
that the club has.

“Potential employers see it and know you're 
serious so opportunities fall into your lap more," 
senior Tasha Likavec said. “ We’re one of the 
largest pre-vet clubs, every year we go to a 
national pre-vet symposium, we select only 60 
members to go and we are always one of the 
largest groups there. We have a really good 
reputation.”

Although PVMA sponsors lots of activities 
that are beneficial to the students, the 
members of the club really help enhance the 
amount of exposure the other members get.

“Most opportunities we generate ourselves, j 
everybody knows people and brings back their 
experiences to share with everybody,” Likavec | 
said. “We get a lot of attention not just from 
Michigan State’s Veterinary Graduate Program 
but also from other veterinary schools.”

In addition to the prestige both PVMA and 
the College of Veterinary Medicine create 
positive environments for the students to work 
through their undergraduate degrees.

“Its nice to be at a school with lots of 
other pre-vet students because it allows yo| 
to network early with other pre-vet students’ 
senior Christ Bailey said. “Its also easier to 
find a variety of experiences on campus.”
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It might have been a cold day in February, 
but the collaboration of performances at the 
Latin Xplosion “Carnaval” set the Auditorium 
ablaze with passion.

On Feb. 19, Cultural de las Razas Unidas 
hosted the 15th annual Latin Xplosion and 
proved that their version of a carnival has 
nothing to do with balloons and cotton candy.

The high-energy celebration of Latin 
American culture showcased dances, songs, 
fashion shows and poetry representative 
of various countries such as Puerto Rico, 
Mexico and Venezuela. For over two hours, 
the stage exploded with excitement and 
highlighted the diversity of each region.

“We hope people learn a little about 
our cultures and say, ‘Wow, I never knew 
Latin America had so much talent,’” said 
sophomore Abilene Ochoa, co-chair of the 
planning committee. With a $13,000 budget, 
the committee aimed to enhance this year’s 
Latin Xplosion by recruiting diverse acts from 
Western Michigan, Grand Valley State and 
even California.

“Everyone’s nerves were high lining up 
backstage, but we went out there and had 
so much fun,” said Grand Valley senior

Katie Brinks after performing a Brazilian 
and African-inspired dance with her troupe 
“Sambrosisimo.” While each act featured 
a tradition unique to a specific country, 
performers radiated a shared sense of Latin 
American pride.

“The committee made a huge effort to 
incorporate all different cultures into the 
performances,” said senior Crystal Stoll, 
who recited two poems addressing Latin 
American stereotypes. Her poems resonated 
the message that although Latin America is 
home to many diverse cultures, “we are all 
beautiful people.”

“I’m a bi-racial Latina, so I’ve experienced 
both worlds and was always judged for not 
being Latina enough. But I’m not afraid to 
speak out and make changes,” Stoll said. As 
her last year participating in Latin Xplosion, 
she is happy to leave behind a community of 
positive, Latino student leaders.

And when you mix student leaders with 
cultural pride, the possibilities are endless.

“We want to give people the opportunity 
to experience our culture,” Brinks said. “We’re 
not just dancing, we’re promoting cultural 
awareness in order to make a change.”
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MSU music students present an updated rendition of The Bard’s classic tragedy
Loud tropical shirts, pinstriped suits, and 80’s 

hairdos aren’t exactly the first thing that comes to mind 
when one mentions Shakespearean tragedies. Yet, 
the MSU College of Music incorporated all of that and 
more into their stunning operatic rendition of one of The 
Bard’s most well-known tales of star-crossed lovers: 
“Romeo and Juliet” .

The opera rendition of the play, titled “Romeo Et 
Juliette,” was written by Charles Gounod, the man 
famous for composing the 19th-century opera “Faust.” 
Gounod’s rendition of the famous Shakespearean 
tragedy first premiered in Paris in 1867, and was a 
huge success on its first night.

The MSU College of Music, however, decided 
to throw an interesting twist in their presentation of 
Gounod’s opera, by setting it against a backdrop of 
Miami Beach in the 1980s. While the Romeo and Juliet 
of the original play descended from two powerful but 
feuding aristocratic families, the titular characters in this 
rendition are portrayed as the scions of two rival mafia 
families.

Professor Melanie Helton, the director and 
producer, said that she chose that particular setting 
because she thought it fit incredibly well with the 

T e l t -  isaac Hee scenario presented in Shakespeare’s play.
. h o to i : ' i J H  i J l B l  “If you think about Miami Beach in the 80’s, it was 
D a ig n :  B « y  Eber pretty much a drug culture, with warring families,

groups and gangs vying for control, so it made sense to 
me,” she said.

“Plus, I like the updating of it because it makes the 
actors feel very natural with themselves.”

Helton also said that funding was a deciding issue 
for this decision, as it was much cheaper to obtain 
80’s vintage clothing and set props than to custom- 
make period costumes for the cast members and to 
recreate Elizabethan-era backdrops.

The opera was divided into two acts with an 
intermission in between. The dialogue remained 
incredibly true to the lines of Shakespeare’s original 
work, and the performers’ renditions of the characters 
even offered some very interesting interpretations 
of the motives and deeds of the individuals involved 
in the original play -  a treat, if you will, for audience 
members who were intimately familiar with the work of 
The Bard.

Helton praised the cast members for their stellar 
performances, stating that she was incredibly proud of 
their efforts.

“I’m always proud of them. They (the cast members) 
are all undergraduates, and this is some pretty difficult 
stuff, but they really shined,” she said.

“This particular production has a group of graduating 
seniors that has been our most extraordinary yet, in all 
my time here.”
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Kazakh students put on cultural festivities to celebrate Spring, regional heritage

It is graduation day at MSU. Two longtime friends must 
part. One heads to Kazakhstan, his home country. After some 
deliberation, his other friend travels to visit him in Kazakhstan, 
where he finds himself right in the middle of the cultural festival 
known as Nawriz, and that’s where the adventures begin.

Thus was the scene at the Nawriz 2010 Spring Festival held 
at the Wharton Center’s Pasant Theatre. The fictional scenario 
between the two friends became the ongoing storyline during 
the show, between fabulous dances and performances put on 
by a multitude of cultures that celebrate Nawriz.

Nawriz, known as the Central Asian New Year, is celebrated 
on the vernal equinox every year by the diverse region that 
includes Kazakhstan, Turkey, Iran and many other smaller 
countries surrounding Kazakhstan. Put on by the Kazakh 
Student Association for the third year, the event not only rings 
in the New Year and marks the beginning of spring but also 
serves to celebrate the diverse and proud culture of those who 
observe Nawriz, and also show off the lifestyle of Kazakhstan, 
the ninth largest country in the world.

“Through Nawriz we want to show the culture of Kazakh­
stan, its traditions, its dances, songs, people, costumes, every 
part of the culture,” senior Mikhail Assafov said, a member of 
the association and a performer in the event’s final song. “We 
want people at MSU to know more about Kazakhstan.”

Assafov talked about how the biggest misunderstand­
ing about Kazakh culture is thanks in large part to the movie 
“Borat” starring Sascha Baron Cohen that was released in 2006. 
Because of that movie, a stereotype was created for a nation 
that was barely known to most people in the United States.

“Each of us had different feelings about it,” Assafov said. 
“Personally, yes, I was offended. Some of the parts of the 
movie didn’t show Kazakhstan as it is in real life.”

With the start-up of the Kazakh Student Association in 
2006, their main role has been to dispel those stereotypes 
about Kazakhstan through the promotion of the real Kazakh­
stan. Movies produced in Kazakhstan were shown to students, 
and with the annual tradition of Nawriz starting in 2007, it has 
helped in large part to redefine the way Americans may see the 
Kazakh way of life.

From the very beginning to the end, there was absolutely 
no trace of the outlandish shenanigans depicted inlBorat.”' 
Instead, there were several varieties of dances performed in 
vibrant colors and traditional outfits to upbeat music of both
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old-fashioned and new-age styles.
One performance featured a special duet of two people 

playing the traditional Kazakh musical instrument, the Dom- 
byra. Shaped like a small guitar, sounding like a lower-toned 
ukulele and played at a breakneck banjo-like speed, the two­
stringed instruments were played with excellent precision and 
sported wonderful melodies. The breathtaking performance 
was one of many that left the almost-capacity crowd at the 
Wharton roaring with applause.

Another traditional dance was called “Atkumarkyz,” also 
referred to as the “Jockey Girls” in the event. The dancers bore 
colorful vests and hats and danced around with horse whips 
in their hands. Gaukhar Nurseitova, a junior and the director of 
P.R. for the association explained there is a lot of significance 
behind this dance honoring horses.

“Kazakhs are from steppes, and horse is really big part of 
our lives, especially in ancient times, so all the Kazakhs are 
known as horse-rider,” Nurseitova said. “Our dance tries to 
represent the power of horse.”

Between the traditional, serious dances put on by the pas­
sionate performers, the two friends and their companions from 
the first skit would come in and introduce the next act in a blunt 
and corny sort of way, which gave the show a light-hearted feel­
ing. Nurseitova explained there was an idea behind these antics.

“All the dances were more of a cultural thing, but we wanted 
to connect it to modern stuff,” Nurseitova said. “It’s not all about 
our past, and we’re all part of American life now, so we tried to 
create something more interesting for people.”

Either way, the main focus was for people to get in touch 
with the Kazakhstan beyond “Borat” and shed some light on a 
region in the world that, while still relatively new politically, is 
home to a history of ancient traditions.

“One of the things we notice is that Central Asian coun­
tries don’t get promoted as much as other Eastern Asian or 
European countries,” junior Ruslan Mursalzade said, an MC 
for the event. “So we wanted to reach out to the community 
and tell these people that [Central Asian countries] have a 
beautiful culture.”

While the people who missed out on this experience may 
still be unaware about what Kazakhstan and the Central Asian 
countries are all about, the fairly decent-sized amount of 
people that celebrated Nawriz with the Kazakhs this year saw 
that beauty and had a good time experiencing it as well.







Students share why an alternative spring
While many students were beach-bound this 

spring break, senior Keith Bouck ventured to 
South Dakota to benefit a cause more mean­
ingful to him than sipping mojitos.

Having spent his vacation renovating homes 
on an Indian Reservation, Bouck is among 
hundreds who chose to immerse themselves in 
a week of service, social issues and culture on 
alternative spring break vacations.

“The experience was insane,” said Bouck, 
co-chair of MSU’s Alternative Spring Break 
program. “We went to Todd County, which is the 
fifth poorest in the nation. It didn’t even feel like 
part of the United States.” After going on five 
trips, Bouck has had many eye-opening experi­
ences. He worked at a rehabilitation center in 
Georgia, spent time with residents at an HIV/ 
AIDS facility in New Orleans, and said each 
service project helped develop his passion for 
volunteering.

“It has completely changed me. Now I 
definitely want to volunteer after college,” Bouck 
said. “Going to different cultures, you realize a 
lot about yourself.”

This year, 23 groups left East Lansing to 
make a difference in communities around the

world. Services trips focus on one of seven social 
issues, including education, health or the environ­
ment, and it seems there isn’t one person who 
comes back without a life-altering experience.

“Without my trip I wouldn’t have thought 
of joining the Peace Corp,” said junior Peter 
Kidd, who is thinking of applying after col­
lege. “I gained motivation to help people in my 
career.” Kidd volunteered at a wildlife preserve 
in Puerto Rico this year, where he planted, 
painted beach markers and chopped acres 
of milkweed. He said using a machete and 
holding a tarantula for the first time were more 
thrilling experiences than spending his spring 
break in party-mode.

Trip prices range from $300 to $1,225, 
which includes the cost of food, housing and 
transportation. Senior and co-chair Tiffany 
Chritz, who has worked in homeless shelters 
across the nation, said the life-long friendships 
that are made are priceless.

“You’re thrown into an experience with 11 
people you don’t know who have the same 

Intentions as you,” she said, “and you end up 
leaving with friends and knowing the huge 
impact you made.”
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Every time the lights dimmed, euphoric 
shouts were heard throughout the packed 
auditorium. With each performance at MTV 
Fundraising Night, fraternities and sororities 
came together to cheer on their teams, and for 
them, it finally felt like Greek Week.

“I believe that the Greek community 
really comes together throughout the week,” 
sophomore Hillary Russell saidi'You see 
some of your friends from other houses that 
you might not see as much.”

Every spring, a sorority, one large fraternity 
and a smaller fraternity collaborate to form 
a Greek Week team. The teams compete 
against each other trying to raise money for 
different organizations. This year, the week 
kicked off with a blood drive to help victims of 
the earthquake in Haiti.

The next major event was on Wednesday, 
April 7 at the auditorium. The Greek 
community came together to celebrate the 
MTV Fundraising Night by putting on a 
music and dance performance from each 
participating team.

Each act lasted about five minutes, and the 
crowd reacted with excitement and passion 
while watching members of their fraternity or 
sorority compete.

“MTV night is a really cool event,” Russell 
said. “It’s great to get to come and hang out 
with everyone from the Greek community and 
get to see people performing on stage.”

The highlight of the entire week, however, 
was the nightlong Relay For Life event at the 
Jenison Field House on April 9. The 20-hour 
walkathon is an annual event that raises 
money for cancer foundations.

“This is probably the most special event 
this week because a lot of us know cancer 
survivors, and I would definitely say that this 
event is the one that all of us look forward 
to the most,” said Diane Western, the Greek 
Week coordinator.

“All the proceeds from tonight (the Relay 
For Life) will be split up between the American

Cancer Society and some other charities thafc 
we have chosen,” she said.

Each of the 36 Greek chapters 
participating was required to have two 
members walking on the field house track 
in shifts at any time throughout the night. 
Meanwhile, the organizers conducted a 
series of activities and games to keep the 
rest of the participants occupied.

Claire Kolumban, the Relay For Life 
coordinator, said that the teams involved 
would be awarded points based on the 
amount of money that they managed to raise 
for charity, as well as their performances in 
the various games and events taking place 
through the night.

Kolumban said that while the winning tearii 
would be honored at the award ceremony at 
the end of Greek Week, they would not receive 
any prizes.

“It’s not about winning a trophy,” she said. 
“It’s about us giving back to the surrounding 
community. That’s all that matters.”

The crux of the nightlong event was 
the luminary ceremony at 9 p.m. where 
participants heard speeches from cancer 
survivors, held a candlelight vigil and observed 
a moment of silence for cancer patients and 
victims of the disease.

“I’m not going to be getting any sleep 
tonight,” Kolumban said. “But I don’t mind at all. 
Cancer doesn’t sleep, so why should I?” 1 
■ ‘There are so many people out there who 
have had sleepless nights worrying about a 
friend or a loved one with cancer. I don’t think 
going one night without sleep is too much of a 
sacrifice to make on my part,” Kolumban said.

Greek Week, according to Western, was 
perhaps the best example of what happens 
when the Greek community at the university 
combines their efforts towards a common goal-

“When we come together, we are such a 
positive force to the community, and I think 
that’s something that more people should pay 
attention to,” she said.
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MSU Students send men’s basketball team to Indiana for another Final Four game
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For the second straight year, the Michigan State 
University community spent the later days of March 
bleeding green in preparation for the Final Four.

“I am fired up,” Vinnie Lindqvist said. “I got my Final 
Four T-shirt from the Student Bookstore already, and I 
am ready for the whole weekend of festivities.”

On Wednesday, March 31, the team departed at 
3 p.m. from the Breslin Center with about 150 fans 
sending them off to Indianapolis to compete in this 
year’s Final Four. Preparation for the a weeklong 
celebration began the previous Sunday, when the team 
arrived home to an excited crowd at the Breslin Center 
after their Elite Eight victory over Tennessee.

“It’s really cool to have the community come out and 
support us,” Delvon Roe, sophomore forward, said.

Many students also enjoyed the chance to be a part 
of the send-off for the team.

“Being able to be a part of sending your school’s 
basketball team off to a Final Four is something special,” 
said Jack Frasco, a sophomore who was also wearing 
a newly purchased, green Michigan State Final Four 
T-shirt. “ I went to the send-off last year, and I plan on 
making every send-off from here on out.”

Unlike last year, The Breslin Center unfortunately 
couldn’t play the game for students who wanted to  watch 
the Final Four on campus because of a prior event, but 
Eastwood Cinemas in Lansing showed the MSU game¡0 
3D. Several East Lansing bars also hosted large crowds 
over the weekend.
U “As soon as I knew we were in the Final Four, I 

started looking for tickets on Ebay, and I never found 
a ticket for the right price,” Lindqvist said. “But even 
though I was in East Lansing, I’m still enjoyed every 
minute of it.”
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Down in Indianapolis, the Spartan 
Men’s Basketball team’s dream of 
winning the national championship had 
just died out.

Back in East Lansing, the night had 
just begun.

In the final minutes of the game, where 
Cedar Street and Waters Edge Drive 
meet, the sound of agonized students 
filled the streets. Over 40 officers from 
multiple police departments stood waiting 
and police on horseback patrolled the 
streets around the apartments. Some 
officers watched the final seconds of the 
game through a window outside the first 
floor apartments. One student standing 
on a third floor balcony yelled, “There are 
more cops than students out here.”

When the game finished, the ratio 
quickly changed. Students began flooding 
out to the streets. Chants of “Go green, go 
white” were yelled and high disdain was 
expressed towards Butler up and down 
Cedar Street.

As more students arrived, police 
officers took to keeping the streets clear. 
Some students came just to watch the 
growing crowd, or to take photos and 
video. Students posed with cops in riot 
gear, both smiling. Others filled the 
lawns on either side of Cedar Street, 
dancing and cheering with Spartan pride. 
The rhythmic beating of a bongo drum 
from within the crowd energized the 
celebration with dancing and cheering.
By the end of the night, over 700 people 
gathered in the 200 blocks of Cedar 
Street in Cedar Village.

Freshmen Nate Pasmanter and Katy 
Brandi followed the crowd out of curiosity. 
Pasmanter and Brandi walked over 
from Mason/Abbot when they heard the 
cheering in the streets.

“We wanted to see what would 
happen.” Pasmanter said. This being his

first Cedar Village celebration, him and 
Brandi were in awe, excited to see the 
gathering of Spartan fans.

By 10:00 p.m., police enforcement 
increased, prohibiting students from 
standing in the street, to which the 
gathering students paid little attention.
The chanting, laughter and celebrations 
continued unphased.

“I really appreciate the cops keeping 
things in hand,” said senior Brandon 
Laventure. Laventure was at the last four 
Cedar Village block parties, and felt that 
this year saw a slightly smaller crowd.

“Last year was fantastic, the cops 
did a good job,” Laventure said. “ It was 
just one big party, everyone felt good, 
and it was handled pretty well. This 
year we’re not allowed in the streets, 
which is kind of a bummer.

“(Students) might not have come this 
year because of the rain. But this year it’s 
mostly State fans, which is nice, because 
most of the trouble makers aren’t State 
fans,” Laventure said.

According to the East Lansing Police 
department, only 27 people were arrested 
from the crowd on charges including 
assault, disorderly conduct and indecent 
exposure. More than half of the arrests 
were individuals with no affiliation to 
Michigan State University.

By 12:00 a.m., the crowd dwindled 
to over half of its original size, and the 
police began asking individuals to leave, 
ending the celebrations in Cedar Village 
peacefully by 1:00 a.m.

“I am proud that my fellow Spartans 
chose to come out and celebrate this 
weekend with class,” East Lansing Police 
Chief Tom Wilbert said. “We were able to 
walk away from last night’s events without 
incident due in no small part to those 
who celebrated responsibly and all of our 
assisting officers.”

Cedar Fest celebration remains peaceful 
despite Final Four loss against Butler
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Kid Cudi impresses the Michigan State crowd
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Not one seat was filled when Kid Cudi took the stage 
at the Michigan State Auditorium April 12.

Because everyone was standing.
The ground was shaking, the bass was booming, 

students were screaming, lights were flashing and 
excitement pulsated throughout the auditorium as 
students awaited the famous Kid.

Four opening acts took the stage before Kid C ud H  
finally stole the stage in front of an anxious crowd.

First, rapper XV from Kansas performed, sampling 
the Pixies and Notorious B.I.G. to freshen his sound.

Trio Pac Div from Los Angeles made their first 
appearance in Michigan after XV, showing Spartan 
pride in MSU hoodies and a Spartan helmet.

Big Sean, a rapper from the Detroit area also 
made another appearance at MSU after his concert in 
September with Mike Posner.

Finally, hip-hop duo Clipse from Virginia pumped up 
the crowd right before Cudi’s performance.

With such excitement throughout the auditorium, 
it’s no wonder tickets sold out within minutes of being 
posted for sale by the Wharton Center.

“I went online at two, and tickets went on sale at 
one,” said freshman Amy Brown. “There was one ticket 
left. I just bought it by myself.”

Students that were too late for Kid tickets might have

been in luck had the concert been at the Breslin.
“Obviously there’s a large amount of people who 

wanted to attend, but can’t because it’s so limited,” said 
sophomore Jill Silverstein.

However, Amy likes the smaller venue.
“I think the auditorium venue really makes the 

concert more intimate,” she said.
Cudi’s intimacy could be felt once he sang a portion 

of his set a cappella to a silent, entranced crowd and 
proceeded to play three songs in a row, including his 
well-received hit “Day N Nite.”

The Kid also brought in Chip Tha Ripper, featured 
on the track “Hyyerr” from his debut album “Man on the 
Moon: The End of Day.”

After an electric performance, with a lavish light 
show, Kid returned to the stage once more to deliver 
one of his more famous tracks, “Pursuit of Happiness,” 
and proved to not only be a rapper, but a crowd­
pleasing performer as well.

“I’m a big mix tape junkie,” Amy said. “I heard him a 
few years ago and it’s good to see that more people are 
gravitating toward him.”

Jill agrees that Cudi is quickly emerging as a big name.
“He has a fresh taste, look and sound,” she said. “He 

appeals to a wide variety. He’s relatable. I feel like he 
has a lot to offer.”
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Ascending young rapper Drake visits MSU

When Drake came to MSU on April 
14, he wasn’t here to make his comeback 
filming for “Degrassi,” a Canadian teenage 
drama TV series.

Instead, Drake filled the MSU 
Auditorium thanks to the enormous 
popularity he has garnered on his way to 
his sudden rise in the rap world.

His first solo album wasn’t released at 
the time of the concert, but the success of 
a few mixtapes, radio-heavy singles and 
the benefit of receiving the mentorship 
of rap star Lil Wayne has helped Drake 
explode onto the scene.

Right off the bat, this rap concert 
proved to have the potential to be 
extremely random. After Francis and the 
Lights departed the stage, which was an 
odd, out-of-place ‘80s electronic band 
that had some promise, rapper k-os took 
the stage. At one point, k-os had his 
DJ play Journey’s timeless “Don’t Stop 
Believin,” letting the crowd sing along as 
he frolicked around on stage, tossing CDs 
to the crowd every once and awhile. For 
another part of his act, as his guitarist 
played the intricate intro to Led Zeppelin’s 
“Stairway to Heaven,” k-os started off 
gently singing, then rapping over the 
riff. Even k-os strapped on a guitar and 
played a song.

After Michigan-native Mike Posner 
performed a few songs as a surprise 
guest, Drake, or as he said he preferred 
to be called, “Drizzy-Drake,” finally took 
the stage to the roar of the excited crowd, 
coming out strong with one of his big 
hits, “Forever.” After this, Drake took the 
time to rap a few laid-back, chill songs, 
temporarily killing the buzz in the room,

as it appeared most people weren’t 
familiar with his non-radio material. When 
he moved back into his mainstream 
successes, like “I’m Goin In,” “Best I Ever 
Had” and “Over,” to name a few, the show 
picked up.

For rappers like Drake that usually 
feature a guest performer singing on 
nearly every track they record, it was 
interesting to see how they accounted for 
this in their live show. For Drake, it looked 
like he was only concerned with singing 
his part of the song, then moving on. 
Because of this, Drake would start and 
finish a song all in a minute’s time, moving 
this part of the show at a rapid pace.

Drake knew how to entertain, and it 
wasn’t all just his rapping. For the most 
part, Drake saw no one but ladies in the 
crowd. He told the crowd he really wanted 
to slow dance with a girl, so he did just 
that: he picked a girl out of the crowd and 
had her come on stage to share a dance.

Drake was all over the place. He held 
a tribute to the currently incarcerated Lil 
Wayne, briefly singing his and Wayne’s 
collaborative effort “Every Girl.” He got 
the crowd to chant “Free Weezy” and 
even voiced his differences about the 
police that arrested Wayne, saying “F**k 
the NYPD!” Of course, Drake gave a 
justification for why Lil Wayne and other 
rappers should be released from jail: “We 
need these rappers in our lives, man.”

Whether you love him, hate him or not 
really sure what to think at this point, you 
can’t walk away from that concert and say 
Drake doesn’t know how to entertain. He 
and his band put together a good show 
musically, and he made it through most of 
the songs on fans’ checklists. In addition 
to that, his dreaminess tickled the fancies 
of every female in the crowd, and one 
lucky girl even got a special kiss from him.





Indian undergraduates purchase dates to fund cultural celebration
Apparently, men’s basketball star Kalin Lucas’ number is worth $38.
That’s how much senior Radhika Menawat, the alleged bearer 

of the basketball star’s number, paid for Lucas at the Coalition of 
Indian Undergraduate Students Date Auction on Feb. 25, 2010.

One by one, both guys and gals marched up to the front to be 
auctioned off to the sparse but active crowd. Many were crushed 
to be only sold for the minimum bid of $10. As it turned out, those 
who could exhibit a special skill could garner more money.

Senior Makesh Chandrashekhar demonstrated a little bit of his 
singing ability. He sold for $24.

Chandrashekhar’s singing could definitely come in handy in 
the next month, as he and his fellow dates were actually raising 
money for the CIUS’ huge annual event, Satrang, a festive 
celebration of Indian culture put on by the executive board of the 
CIUS. The show will include all types of Indian dances, performed 
and choreographed by the CIUS students themselves.

Freshman Akhilesh Menawat, a $20 auctionee, is planning on 
participating in this year’s Satrang at the Wharton Center on April 
3, making it the first time the show has been at the Wharton.

“It’s something I’ve wanted to do ever since I saw my cousin do 
it [perform at Satrang]” Menawat said. “It’s a lot of effort and a lot of 
work, but I really hope it pays off in the end; it’s going to look cool.”

Menawat is participating in a South Indian dance, and 
prepares with practice for at least two and a half hours for three 
days a week. Menawat describes South Indian dances as having 
more distinct moves that North Indian dances.

“You know the robot? It’s kind of like that,” Menawat said.

In addition to the nine or so dances to be performed that 
originate from all corners of India, the event helps to reconnect 
parents with Indian culture, as well as enlighten the rest of the 
audience who wouldn’t know Calcutta from California.

“This is our Super Bowl, our championship game,” CIUS 
event chair and senior Sumeet Aggarwal said, referring to 
Satrang. “Our group is known, basically, for the show we put on 
at the end of the year.”

Considering the importance of Satrang, the members were 
excited for the move to the bigger venue for their crowning event. 
Aggarwal hopes better advertisement and press will boost 
attendance for Satrang.

However, with the bigger event comes bigger costs, and 
the CIUS had to meet the higher price tags for rehearsal costs 
through the annual date auction.

A $25 Pizza Hut certificate given to the highest bidder and a 
raffle by test prep and admissions company Kaplan that offered 
a free course to the winner helped to boost sponsorship and 
attendance. The Kaplan raffle received a lot of attention, much to 
the delight of the many law and pre-med students there that have 
to take tests to get into their respective schools.

So while these Indian students took the stage only to be 
sold away to potential dates, (or not, as often is the case) it was 
to fund a greater stage appearance down the road that would 
promote Indian culture and exhibit their talents in dance. And 
if her date doesn’t exactly work out, Radhika Menawat still has 
Kalin Lucas’ number, so it’s all good.
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Senior students host dinner to promote proper etiquette and good manners
Not sure which fork goes where? Unaware of 

where to put your napkin when you get up?
Don’t fret, because the Senior Class Council 

can give you some pointers after hosting their 
annual etiquette dinner.

Featuring guest speaker Sherri Henri, the 
Assistant Director of Undergraduate Admissions, 
the two-hour, three-course meal was held in the 
Big Ten Room at the upscale Kellogg Center; the 
perfect backdrop for a lesson in proper manners in 
a business setting.
; | f ‘lt’s held to help out seniors before they get 
into their interviews,” senior and coordinator of 
the event Jodie Gmyrek said. “It lets them ask 
questions, and it’s really a hands-on experience, 
instead of getting a lecture.”

Indeed, the students aren’t just being served a 
meal. As they eat, Henri patrols the tables, quietly 
observing students’ habits as she gives pointers on 
how to handle business interviews over meals.

“Right now, the students have to understand 
that they are always on,” said Henri, a professor 
in the Business College. “There’s always an 
opportunity to network, to make a connection.” 

Gmyrek said she learned some helpful hints 
through Henri’s use of examples and anecdotes.

“I never knew employers were so picky, like 
the little things they looked at, like (Henri’s) 
story about the shoes,” Gmyrek said, referring 
to Henri’s account of a smart, qualified girl 
who couldn’t land a job until after Henri 
persuaded her to change her interview attire,

which included what was apparently not-so- 
fashionable footwear.

Henri had lots of tidbits that covered all facets of 
dining and proper business behavior. She got down 
to the nitty-gritty, like knowing how to pass food 
around a table, (counter-clockwise, or just follow 
the lead) who to introduce first (any female in the 
group, or the oldest person there) and how long it 
takes for employers to decide whether to consider 
you for a position (approximately 90 seconds). 
Also, Henri covered topics like business cards and 
how to properly give and take them (never with the 
left hand, which Henri identifies as the international 
“no-no” hand).

Henri’s expertise comes from her four years 
of experience of training the homecoming court 
for the proper etiquette they need for being in the 
public’s eye. Henri argues that the presentation 
provides more than just how-tos for interviews.

“Well it is something that happens depending on 
a person’s major, and with the school of hospitality 
business it could happen a lot,” Henri said. “So for 
those students, they would often times be invited to 
award dinners, or a visiting professor or a visiting 
industry leader.”

So Henri and the Senior Class Council’s annual 
dinner have plenty of lessons and uses for the real 
world in business. Whether you are out to dinner 
with a potential employer or an expert in your 
industry, it always helps to know to put your napkin 
on your chair when you get up and that the forks 
always go on the left.
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Breast cancer is a devastating disease, but members of 
Zeta Tau Alpha gave students a glimpse through their rose- 
colored glasses during their “Pink Out” on Thursday, April 1.
In support of their philanthropy, breast cancer education and 
awareness, sorority members sold shirts outside of Wells Hall.

The T-shirts, with witty phrases such as “Save Second 
Base” and “I Heart Boobs,” attracted a crowd of females and 
males alike.

“We didn’t expect students to have a lot of money 
between classes, but we’ve done well so far. We’ve already 
ran out of small sizes,” sophomore Devon Cooley said an 
hour into the sales.

Each shirt sold for $10, or $8 if the buyer was wearing pink. 
With handfuls of THINKPINK ribbons, mammogram information 
and tampons, the girls had something to offer everyone.

“We thought the shirts were fun and perfect for college 
students to wear while thinking about the bigger picture,” said 
sophomore Kathleen Loftus.

This was their first year selling T-shirts, but the sorority 
supports the philanthropy year-round by hosting a yogurt­
eating case race and a 5K walk/run, and volunteering at the 
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. Since breast cancer hits 
home for many of the members, they don’t allow their passion 
for philanthropy to fade.

“My grandmother had breast cancer. So when going 
through recruitment, this philanthropy meant a lot to me,” 
Lanpher said.

Freshman Amanda Flegal, who bought a shirt, saw 
the event on Facebook and was pleased to find a group 
supporting breast cancer education.

“It’s important to spread awareness for everyone on 
campus because we usually put breast cancer to the back of 
our minds,” she said.

Sorority members hope that supporters dressed in pink 
will make breast cancer awareness a topic that’s difficult to 
ignore. Overall, 295 shirts were sold, and Cooley said after the 
success of this first event, ZTA hopes to keep it going for years 
to come.

ZTA sells T-shirts to raise 
breast cancer awareness
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Events: Sparty’s Spring Party
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Students celebrate at Sparty’s Spring Party 
despite undesirable weather conditions

As if there weren’t enough distractions from studying two weeks 
before finals, Sparty’s Spring Party gave students another excuse to 
ditch their textbooks and celebrate.

On Saturday, Apr. 24, the University Activities Board joined with 
the Student Alumni Foundation and ASMSU to bring the ninth annual 
spring party to the Demonstration Field from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m.

Traditionally, the spring party is one of the biggest events on 
campus, which offers students an afternoon of activities, live music 
and food, all for free. Unfortunately, there was a slight damper 
on this year’s festivities: the rain. Although the outdoor activities, 
such as inflatable jousting and rock climbing, were short-lived, the 
weather didn’t stop students from taking advantage of the free food.

Freshmen Lisa Vogel and Ryan Reynolds were among those who 
braved the rain in exchange for something to tickle their taste buds.

“We did the balloon pop a little bit ago, which was fun,” Reynolds said in 
line for Buffalo Wild Wings. “But we’re probably going to go dry off after this.”

Before attending the spring party, Reynolds and Vogel watched the 
MSU football green and white game. SAF Vice President of Alumni 
Engagement Janel Rutzen said that conveniently having the two events 
on the same day is a big crowd attractor. To Ruzten, the Sparty’s Spring 
Party is a chance for the entire community to come together.

“It’s a celebration,” she said. “At the end of the semester a few 
weeks before finals, and everyone wants to get out to enjoy the day 
and the freebies.”

Although students didn’t flock to the field to soak up the sun, the 
indoor activities, such as a three-on-three basketball tournament 
and a concert, carried on.

From 9 a.m. until 7 p.m., students competed in the basketball 
tournament at IM West. With $1,000 to Spartan Bookstore as prize 
money to the winning team, Rutzen said the tournament got competitive.

To wrap up the weekend, Cobra Starship played at the Wharton 
Center on Sunday, April 25. The group, with the hit song “Good Girls 
Go Bad,” crooned to students for only $5.

As her third year behind the scenes of Sparty’s Spring Party, 
Rutzen said this year was a success and she wouldn’t change a 
thing. Except for maybe a little sunshine next time.
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MSU students come 
together to say goodbye
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Cramming four years of memories into 
one week sounds like a difficult task, but 
Michigan State’s University Activities Board was 
determined to do so.

For the first time at MSU, UAB held a week 
of commencement activities for graduating 
2010 seniors.

“A lot of other schools do it,” said UAB 
chairwoman and senior Lisa Figlan. “We 
wanted to celebrate tradition on staple 
locations around campus.”

Commencement week activities were held 
April 30 to May 6, and included everything 
from a performance from Doop and the Inside 
Outlaws at the rock, to photo ops with both the 
Spartan statue and Sparty himself, the signing 
of the rock, a candlelit ceremony at Beaumont 
Tower, and the opportunity for seniors to chalk 
their last will and testament along the banks of 
the Red Cedar.

All of the events were sponsored by 
MSUFCU and the Student Alumni Foundation.

“It’s like a bucket list of things to do before 
you graduate,” Figlan said. “We wanted to 
incorporate Spartan pride.”

As she lined up to take her photo with 
Sparty, senior Andie Gonzalez said she was 
excited because she’s never had her photo

A i
taken with him before and plans to frame it.

“This is the event I’m most looking forward to 
throughout the week,” she said, “but I still plan to 
go to all of them.”

Other students sported their green 
graduation caps and gowns, with grins from ear 
to ear as they stood next to their mascot.

“I think these events give you a chance to 
either do things you’ve never done, or a reason 
just to do stuff during your last week,” said 
senior Erica Myrold.

Students at the rock expressed similar 
excitement.

‘The rock is a legacy,” senior Andrea Hunt said. 
“I feel like it’s something you have to be a part of 
before you leave. Everyone knows about it”9  

Senior Katie Bechtel agrees.
“Signing the rock has been a goal for me,” 

she said. “I’ve always seen people gathering 
around here, camping out.”

UAB and participating students agree that 
commencement week activities serve as a good 
ending to such an important part of their lives.

“This graduation is definitely going to be 
more emotional than high school graduation,” 
Bechtel said. “I grew up here”

Senior Theresa Hamilton added, “I think events 
like this bring unity to our really big school.”
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Twenty-one men’s and 
women’s varsity sports 
teams contribute to 
Michigan State University’s 
outstanding athletic talent.

Fiercely competitive 
on and off the field,
MSU’s athletes are yet 
another component of 
excellence contributing 
to the composition of our 
campus.

Competing and winning 
|n  several nationally 
recognized events and 
championships, MSU 
varsity athletes truly 
demonstrate what it means 
to have the heart of a 
Spartan.

These are the varsity 
athletes, dedicated 
students, and friends 
that instill our sense of 
comaraderie, provoke 
school spirit and protect 
the Spartan honor shared 
by all members of this 
campus community. ■
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After finishing last season 23-31, the Spartan baseball team 
was determined to finish this season better. Finishing above .500 
was a goal, but when they finished the year 34-19, it exceeded all 
expectations.

The Spartans opened up the season with a 8-6 win over 
Furman, and then proceeded to win five out the next nine games 
before going on an 11-game win streak. Their 17-4 record to open 
up the season was the Spartans best start to a season since 1992. 
During the win streak, the team collected series sweeps against 
Notre Dame and Oakland.

“We played well defensively and got some good pitching along 
with timely hits,” Head Coach Jake Boss Jr. said about his teams 
good start.

Finally, after 11 games, the Spartans saw their winning streak 
come to an end when it opened up Big Ten conference play against 
Iowa.They did, however, come back to win the series, winning the 
rubber game 26-11. Junior centerfielder Brandon Eckerle tied the 
Dig Ten single-game hits record with six in the victory.

“It felt good,” Eckerle said of the record. ‘Today was on of those days 
where no matter where the ball was, I felt like I was going to get a hit.”

Another highlight of the season for the Spartans was their 
fourth-annual Crosstown Showdown against the Lansing Lugnuts 
at Cooley Law Stadium. Last year the Spartans earned a victory 
over the Lugnuts in the exhibition match, but this year they lost 5-4.

It’s a fun event for everyone involved from the players to the 
fons,” Boss said. “It’s a great atmosphere and our guys had a good 
time playing.”

After the Lugnuts, the Spartans struggled to find consistency 
and played their way to an 11-13 overall record in the Big Ten.

Although the team failed to reach the Big Ten tournament, their 
34 wins was the fifth most in program history.

HIGH FIVE
Spartans finish with fifth best record in program history
T e x t : p o l
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THE ROAD TO INDY. 
PAVED IN G REEN

Coach Tom Izzo leads Spartan basketball team to sixth Final Four Tournament
Expectations were high after playing in the National 

Championship only 113 miles away from their home 
stadium, and the Spartans knew what had to be done 
coming into a new season.

Coach Tom Izzo was not shy about his goals for the 
team. They would make it to Indianapolis.

The team started the season with a six game 
winning streak, only then falling to Florida in the 
Legends Classic Tournament. The team continued with 
the regular season, ending with only five losses, only 
two of which were Big Ten competitions.

Next, the Spartans headed to the Big Ten 
tournament, where they were defeated in overtime by 
Minnesota in the first round.

Izzo’s team then received a NCAA bid to the five-seed 
team in the tournament. This was the 13th year in a row that 
Izzo’s team has gotten a tournament bid. The Spartans 
were matched up against 12 seed New Mexico State.

“If we’re a sleeper this year that’s good, at least 
in somebody’s mind,” coach Izzo said. “I’m just crazy 
enough'to think that we can do something in March.”

Izzo’s determination and drive to succeed was 
reflected in every one of his players’ attitudes.
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“We have something to prove,” junior Kalin Lucas 
said. “A lot of people don’t think we were a Final Four 
team last year.”

The Spartans went on to beat New Mexico State 
70-67. Their next match up was 4 seed Maryland, in a 
game that would send one team to the Sweet Sixteen 
and one team home.

Although the Spartans were able to prove themselves 
against Maryland with a win of 85-83, the game was 
not a cakewalk. During the first half of the game, key 
player Kalin Lucas ruptured his left Achilles tendon, 
ending his season earlier than planned. Without one of 
their teammates, the Spartans had to make up some 
ground. Down by one with six seconds left in the game, 
sophomore Korie Lucious made a three-pointer at the 
buzzer, sending the Spartans back to the Sweet Sixteen.

Not everyone expected the Spartans to make it 
that far in the tournament, after the mediocre regular 
season that kept them under the radar, only to come 
back out just in time for the tournament.

“We didn’t forget who we were,” junior Durrell 
Summers said. “We didn’t forget how we play our style
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of basketball.fflthink we just had 
to get together and get closer as a 
team and realize we can come up 
from this. Things happen throughout 
the season. Once we got to 
tournament time, we said we’d have 
a fresh s ta r t^ f

In the next round, the Spartans 
were paired with the Northern Iowa 
Panthers to battle it out for a spot 
in the Elite Eight. Once again, the 
Spartans prevailed with a 59-52 win 
and a ticket to the next round.

“The regional championship. It 
feels great to be back. We still got 
bigger dreams, but you gotta take 
it one game at a time,” sophomore 
Draymond Green said. “ It feels great 
being back to the Elite Eight.”

The Elite Eight match-up proved 
to be a close one, with five-seed 
Michigan State matched up to six- 
seed Tennessee. With another 
buzzer-beating shot from Raymar 
Morgan, the Spartans beat the 
Titans 70-69 and earned their spot

in the Final Four. Just as promised, 
they were headed to Indianapolis.

“I’m proud of these guys. I mean 
I just can’t tell you what we’ve 
been through with all the injuries,” 
Izzo said in a post-game press 
conference. “There’s nothing greater 
than going to a Final Four that I know 
of, except maybe winning it.”

Inside the Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis the Spartans Final Four 
match up proved to be a tough one as 
the Butler Bulldogs were only playing 
six miles from their home stadium. 
Unfortunately for Izzo’s team, the 
tournament injuries finally caught up 
and the Spartans fell to the Bulldogs, 
once again in the final seconds of the 
game, only losing by two points.

For a team that said they were 
going to make it to Indianapolis, even 
when their toughest critics said they 
wouldn’t even receive a tournament 
bid, the Spartans proved the tradition 
of Michigan State basketball. Again.
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Varsity Sports: Women’s Basketball
■ Text 1 bH B er tau m e 
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PLAYTIME
Key play leads women to above average record

Last year’s surprising run to the Sweet Sixteen 
for the women’s basketball team did nothing less 
than raise expectations for this year.

“We know it’s a long way to go, but the 
coaches are confident the players bought 
into if this year, so we expect to go far,” Julie 
Dombroski, director of operations, said at the end 
of last year.

For the first time in 10 years, the Spartans 
dropped their season opener in a 77-74 loss 
to Dayton. The women did however set some 
milestones in the opening loss. Sophomore 
Courtney Schiffauer tied her career high with 
21 points while senior Allyssa DeHaan, with six 
blocked shots, moved into seventh place on the all-1 
time NCAA Division I blocked shots list with 408.

After the loss to Dayton, the Spartans reeled 
off a 4-1 record that included a thrilling 93-90 
victory over Oklahoma State in double overtime.
The team reached number 25 in the rankings 
after their five-game stretch, but took a blow 
when the team lost Shiffauer for the year after a 
knee injury suffered during practice.

Before the Spartans began Big Ten play, they 
faced fourth-ranked North Carolina in the Big 
Ten/ACC challenge. DeHaan scored 14 points in 
the second half to help the team take down the 
Tar Heels in a 72-66 victory.

“Certainly it was a big win,” Suzy Merchant, 
head coach, said. “They are a very very good 
basketball team with a storied program.”

The Spartans then reeled off a 6-2 record 
as they began Big Ten play. DeHaan provided 
consistently at the center position, but they were 
hampered by turnover problems. Merchant said 
that the quality teams they faced during the 
opening of the season helped the team overcome 
the turnover problems.

nued rax pg.
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Event Outcome
Wayne S ta te  W, ||3-47
Grand Va l ley  : i j^ J e  W, 88-53
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Notre Dame L, 68-67
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Cetera Washington JidSi or
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After some ups and downs, the team finished the 
regular season with a six-game winning streak, including 
wins over Michigan and Ohio State and an overall record 
of 21-7-The women lost in the second round of the Big Ten 
tournament to Iowa.

During the season, the Spartans were led in scoring by 
DeHaan, who averaged 10.6 points per game. She also set 
the NCAA career record for blocks and finished the season 
with 101 blocks.

“The whole team was behind her,” Merchant said, “ It’s 
such an honor. It’s something she’s really earned and 
worked hard for.”

The team’s regular season performance earned them 
a fifth seed in the NCAA tournament. It was the team’s 
seventh appearance in eight years. They surged past 
Bowling Green in the first round with a 72-62 victory but 
were overmatched by Kentucky’s speed in the second 
round and lost 70-52 to end their season.
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Men’s cross country team continues 
improving the direction of their program

Last season, the men’s cross country team placed sixth 
at the Big Ten Conference and was paced by junior Spencer 
Beatty, their top finisher in three of their meets. This season 
was meant to be the one the men finally turned the corner, but 
unfortunately, the team failed to deliver any championships. 
They did, however, continue to move in a positive direction.

“We had some good fifth-year seniors,” coach Kim 
McGreevy said, “but we also had a lot of good young depth.”

Sienna Heights transfer Alex Rousseau started the season 
out strong for the Spartans with a victory at the Jeff Drenth 
Memorial, hosted by Central Michigan in Mt. Pleasant. The 
junior won the race by six seconds with a time of 15:34.8 
beating Spartan freshman Ben Miller.

The outcome of the race proved that the team’s youngest 
athletes would be highly influential to the team.

“The freshmen showed they can come in and immediately 
help out,” Walt Drenth, director of track and field/cross country, 
said. “It will give us great depth throughout the season.”

Following the Jeff Drenth Memorial, the team continued to 
grow when they hosted the annual Spartan Invitational at Forest 
Akers East. Senior Patrick Grosskopf led the team with a time of 
24:53 and a fourth overall finish. Beatty finished sixth overall with 
a time of 25:03, and Rousseau, in his second race ever for the 
Spartans, finished eight overall with a time of 25:05.

“Since I’ve been here, this was the biggest team effort we’ve 
had at the Spartan Invitational,” Beatty said.

After the Spartan Invitational, the Spartans placed sixth 
and seventh at the Griak Invitational and the Michigan 
Intercollegiate. Then the men had a setback with a 21st place 
finish at the Pre-Nationals. Continuing to grow throughout the 
season, the men finished second at the NCAA Great Lake 
Regional qualified for the NCAA championships for the first 
time since 2006.

The men traveled to Indiana State University looking for a 
top 10 finish but instead came back with a 31st place finish. 
Sophomore Isaiah VanDoorne led the team finishing 108th 
overall with a time of 31:17. Although the team finished in a 
disappointing 31st place, the team ended the season with much 
to work on for future seasons.

“It was a good learning experience for the guys. We have 
everyone from our top-seven back next year, except for Max 
[Goldak],” Drenth said. “From an overall standpoint, I think we 
learned quite a bit. With a young group and the progress we 
made this fall, especially towards the end, it is a really good 
stepping stone for us next year.”
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Varsity Sports: Women’s Cross Country
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RUNNING PAST 
EXPECTATIONS
Women’s cross country finishes better than expected with young team
Coming off an 11th place finish at 

tie NCAA tournament and four top 10 
inishes in 2008, the women’s cross 
country team had a lot to live up to. The 
team also had to replace Big Ten cross 
country Athlete of the Year: Nicole Bush. 
Inspite of this, the team still found a way 
lorecord five top 10 finishes.
¡“Nicole was irreplaceable,” coach Kim 
McGreevy said, “but we have a really 
great group of young runners that should 
lelp us out.”
The team began the season at the 
Jeff Drenth Memorial in Mt. Pleasant. 
Freshman Kristen Smith placed second 
ill a time of 19:02.1 to lead the women’s 
learn in the race.
“We held out our top nine runners, 

so it was an opportunity to see how our 
underclassmen performed,” director of track 
andfield/cross country Walt Drenth said. 

Following the Jeff Drenth Memorial, the 
Spartans came home to host their only 
event, the Spartan Invitational at Forest 
fers East. The previous year the Spartans 
tad seven of their runners finish in the top 
JO, and they looked to return with another 
impressive finish. In the 2009 Spartan 
invite, the ladies felt the effects of losing 
some strong seniors from the year before 
tot still placed three runners in the top 10.

“Our team did pretty well,” Green said. 
“The depth of our team gave us a real 
advantage to run together.”

Following the Spartan Invitational, the 
team placed third at the Griak Invitational. 
The ladies followed up with a fifth place 
finish at the Michigan Intercollegiates 
Invitational.

The team then traveled to Indiana State 
University for Pre-Nationals. Senior Emily 
Macleod led the Spartans to a 10th place 
team finish by finishing 11th with a time 
of 20:47.2. Junior Carlie Green finished 
42nd overall with a time of 21:40.9, and 
sophomore Tiffany Abrahamian finished 
68th overall with a time of 21:50.9.

The Ladies closed the season out 
with a fourth place finish at the Big Ten 
Championship and a fifth place finish at 
the NCAA Great Lakes Regional before 
finishing 26th at the NCAA Championships. 
It was the ladies’ 11th straight trip to the 
NCAA’s and 18th overall. They were led 
by Macleod, who narrowly missed All- 
American honors with her team leading 
42nd place finish with a time of 20:57.

“We exceeded our seeding, and 26th 
is good progress,” Drenth said. “We have 
everyone in the top five coming back. I 
feel like we can make some pretty good 
progress next year.”
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IN-STATE PRIDE
Football team goes .500 but defines season with win over Michigan

After a 9-4 season in 2008, and 
a prestigious bowl game on Jan.
1, the Spartan football program 
seemed like it had all the making to 
take it to the next level in 2009.

Except for the fact that they had 
to replace 1,688 yards of rushing 
from Javon Ringer and solid 
quarterback play from Brian Hoyer, 
both who departed for the NFL.

The Spartans looked to replace 
Ringer with several running 
backs, while they relied mainly 
on sophomore Kirk Cousins to 
replace Hoyer. And in Cousins’ 
first start against Montana State, 
he led the team to a 44-3 victory 
with 183 yards passing and three 
touchdowns.

“It was a dream come true and a 
great opportunity,” Cousins said of 
his first start.

A rough patch followed their 
opening win, and the Spartans 
lost three heartbreakers to Central 
Michigan, Notre Dame, and 
Wisconsin.

With a 1-3 record, the team 
found themselves with one last 
chance to save their season when 
they faced in-state rival Michigan. 
And that’s exactly what they 
did. All it took was for freshman 
running back Larry Capper to 
run for a 23-yard touchdown in
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Varsity Sports: Football
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overtime amid a steady rain, 
and the Spartans suddenly found 
themselves owning a two-game 
winning streak against Michigan for 
the first time since 1967.

“We did something that hasn’t 
been done in 42 years,” head 
coach Mark Dantonio said. “That’s 
amazing. But facts are facts. This 
game has a way of defining you.”

The win propelled the team to 
two more victories over Illinois and 
Northwestern to get to 4-3 for the 
season. They finished Big Ten play 
by going 1 -3. The team also won 
a non-conference game against 
Western Michigan.

Cousins led the team with 2,680 
passing yards and finished the 
season with 19 touchdowns and a 
60.4 completion percentage. The 
offense was led by the running back 
tandem of Caper and freshman 
Edwin Baker, who combined for 
895 yards and 7 touchdowns, and

senior wide receiver Blair White, 
who recorded nine touchdowns and 
990 yards receiving.

The 2009 Big Ten Defensive 
Player of The Year Greg Jones led 
the defense with 154 tackles, 62 
more tackles than any other player 
on the team.

After finishing the season with 
a 6-6 record, the Spartans earned 
a birth to play Texas Tech in the 
Alamo Bowl on Jan. 2. The team 
took a 28-27 lead into halftime, but 
failed to make a stop in the final 
minutes and lost 41 -31.

“In some ways you can look 
[at the season] and say that we 
are right there, but in other cases 
we are much farther away,” said 
Dantonio about the status of his 
football team. “When you take in 
the fact that this is our third straight 
bowl game you can say that we are 
having some success, and that is 
something you can build on.”
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shot down the green a t t * * * f t u m  

B fp v 'i 'ta t i M a i . 'Mtief.rm wall o if a p f  few 
th  fa'mi 1 r in g

h i m r m  g H B  * u  r n a B i  t .



Text: Colby Berthume 
Photo : Erica T re a ty  

D e s i||p ::. . Jes. s lh a  H afflfy{a r ||

Freshman James Ross tees o f f  a t
n t f f l  B n  D u r B i i : J  
day o f the In v i ta t io n a l ,
M B  tied fot 10th H B B M

Sr.nRFROARD
Event
Topy Cup
Spaptan C lassi c
Rees J on e l  I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e
F iB e ltone  ■ In té rco lH eg i ate
B r idge lton e  In t i i B ol 1 egi ate
Ohtiio State
W ilconsin
Wi scon s in
F ^n e h lr l i t  I n t i m o !  1 effflate 
Jacks on vi 11 e Bini ve rs i t y  
River Landing In te rc o H le g ia te  
Wesoeln InteiSrol l . fg i  ate 

ffissu.m Inv i  t a t i  onal 
Bi g Ten Champi onshi p '

Outcome

7l h
3rd 
4 th 
Bfijd 
8th

L, ¡ ¡ J 1 
L, 4-2 

W, 4 .5  -1 .5  
7th

L;  ̂308-311
8th

10th
1st
7th

DIFFERENT STROKES
Men’s golf team begins successful season in a foreign country

The men’s golf team opened up their season just a little bit different 
this year. Instead of teeing off in the States, the team went international, 
all the way to Japan for the 2009 Topy Cup.

The Spartans came away from the tournament, which featured four 
American schools, with a seventh-place finish. They were led by a 16th 
place showing from freshman James Ross.

Following the Topy Cup, the Spartans returned home to host the 
Spartan Classic. In the second-annual tournament, the team finished 
third out of 13 teams. Continuing to South Carolina, where they hosted 
the Rees Jones Tournament, Ross again led the team, posting three 
over par to finish ninth.

Two losses to Ohio St. and Wisconsin opened up match play for the 
Spartans before they earned a 4.5-1.5 victory over Wisconsin.

With match play wrapped up, the men continued the season with 
tournaments. Their best finish came out at the Fossum Invitational, a 
tournament hosted at Forest Akers West. A 15-over-par finish for the 
team earned them a first place tie with Ferris State University. Senior 
Jack Newman finished second overall with six under par.

The team followed up the Fossum Invitational by posting a seventh 
place finish at the Big Ten Tournament, the last team tournament of 
the year. Jack Newman finished as the top Spartan with a tie for 24th.
Newman was also the only player to make it to regional play.

In the NCAA Notre Dame Regional, Neman narrowly missed a 
chance to play in the NCAA Championship, taking an 11th place finish.

“We did some things this year that should help the younger guys 
improve in the future,” Newman said. “I’m proud with everything that 
happened.”



SCORFBOARD
Event Outcome
Spartan jB s ; s | i c  NTS
;Mar|r F^ptim I n v i t a t io n a l  2nd
Mary F ^ & m  I n v i t a t io n a l  J|st
Ladfg Northern I n v i t a t io n a l  2nd
Lady N oBrern  I n v i t a t io n a l  2 n i
TaB Heel I n v i t a t io n a l  1st
T i r  Heel I n v i t a t i opa 1 
Tar Heel p n v i  t a t i  opal 
B&AA Preview 8tI
NHAA Preview 11th
N;C, A A Pre'v ib I/ 1 0 t |
Regional Challenge 7th
Regional Challenge 11th
Regionalv Chal 1 enge 13th
Central D m tr ip l t  i n v i t a t i  on a 1 10th 
i e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t  I n v i t a t io n a l  4th 
L iz MurpheB Irti?i t a t i onal B h
Liz Murphey I n v i t a t io n a l  1th
Gator I n v i t a t io n a l  =»2nd
Gatdr I n v i t a t io n a l  NTS
Lady B B c e *  I n v i t a t i ona I 3rd
fflady Buckeye I n v i t a t io n a l  2nd
Big Ten Champi o B h i  p B j
Big Tea Champm nship ,3rd
Big Ten Championfflhip 2nd
NCAA, Re® onal s 10 t| |
NGAA Region a l | H E 9  \  • 8 th;
NCAA Regi o n a *" 10th

ber'
to  p u t t  du ring  the  M a B H l^M n i 

In v i ta t io n a l . Solberg f in is h e d  in  
a tSe fo r  t h i r P  i J  ¡T ~i 

shoo ting  a th ree -ro u n d  to ta l  o f 216.



Ju n io r M B iB n ie  Bowles p u t t ^ ^ H h  
teammates du rin g  the  Mary Fossum 
I n.ylgh a t  i on ai,,. Bowl es is  the  f i  H p ^  
women' s g o lfe r  to  h a i 1 from Mexi co 
h f |  hometown p |S  ng

Sophomore Shannon Wa rner 1i nes 
up a p u tt a t the Mary-'TôM prçr,* 
In v i ta t io n a l . H  won the 
t  o u r na ment by th re e  s tro k e s .

Varsity Sports: Women’s Golf
Text: Colby Berthume 

Photo: Ma-ion l lob inson  
Design: V iea f f lV oT lm ar

Two strokes was all it took to end the Lady Spartans golf season.
But before the team failed to qualify for the NCAA Championship, they 
completed a memorable season filled with ups and downs.

The team kicked off the season, ranked 20th in the nation, by competing 
Dthe 26th annual Mary Fossum Invitational held at their home course 
of Forest Akers West. For the fifth straight year the women won the 
tournament. Seventh-ranked Purdue finished in second, three strokes 
behind the Spartans.

‘The Mary Fossum Invitational is such a special event for us,” Flead 
Coach Stacey Slobodnik-Stoll said. “Not only is it our only home event of 
the year, but we also get to showcase Mary Fossum, who is a very special 
part of the Spartan family, along with showcasing our home course of 
Forest Akers West.”

After their victory in East Lansing, the women took their game on the 
road.They tied for second at the Lady Northern Invitational before winning 
the Tar Heel Invitational by 12 strokes. Senior Laura Kueny led the Spartans, 
tying for second with a career best score of 212 (69-72-71). The Spartans 
were also aided by a top 10 finish from sophomore Shannon Warner.

“Beside the Big Ten Tournament, this is the biggest tournament win since 
I’ve been coaching here,” said Slobodnik-Stoll of her team’s school-record 
54-hole score of 880 (four under par) victory. “We beat teams we’ve never 
beaten before, and they are consistently the top teams in the country.”

A rough patch followed after the impressive victory at the Tar Heel 
Invitational. The team finished 10th at the NCAA Preview and finished 13th 
3*the Regional Challenge. Kueny, who finished seventh at the Regional 
Challenge, was the only Spartan to finish in the top 10.

The highest the team would finish the rest of the season was second, 
teg so at the Lady Buckeye Tournament and the Big Ten Championship.

In an individual honor for the Spartans, Kueny was named the Big Ten 
Women's Golfer of the Year.

And then came time for those two strokes. The Spartans finished in 10th 
tee at the NCAA Central Regional, just two strokes back of eighth-place 
tet State. The top eight teams earn a place in the NCAA Championships.

Women’s golf team completes excellent season 
despite a two-stroke deficit for the championship
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RDSTFR
Name
i f i c h e l le  Bowl es 
N a ta l ie  Brehm 
Ashl e ) l  Dewl i ng 
Jen Domagaipli 

■Laura Kueny 
Maddi Masts a 
L iz  Nagel 
Aimee Neff 
S ir  a l l  I  renberg 
CaJ§l i ne Powers 

■ ■  ndsey Sol berg 
Shannon Warner

PAR

Class 
Juni  or  
J uni o r  
Senior 
Senior 
Seni or 

Sophomore 
Freshman 

Jun io r  
Jun io r  

Breshman 
Sophomore 
Sophomore



It may be cliché, but collegiate sports teams rely on their 
seniors for leadership and their experience in competition. 
Nowhere else is this impact as important than on the MSU 
Women’s Gymnastics Team, who have reaped the benefits of a 
historic senior class.

“This is probably our strongest senior class we’ve ever had 
here,” Coach Kathie Klages said, with 20 years of experience 
under her belt.

The senior class is made up of Emily Lopatofsky, Kelly 
Moffitt, Nicole Curler and Rochelle Robinson. Two seniors,® 
Curler and Robinson, stand out especially from the seniors, 
not just on the gymnastics team but from the entire MSU 
athletic community.

“Those two girls are the first two athletes in history at MSU 
to make [one of] the All-Big Ten Teams all four years,” said 
Klages. “That tells you the kind of athlete they are.” Curler 
has been on the First Team three times, Robinson twice. No 
basketball, football or hockey player can match the pair’s 
accomplishments.

In addition to their personal achievements, the seniors have 
really helped to steer the MSU gymnastics team in the right 
direction. In the 38-year history of the program, the girls had 
only made it to 13 regional meets before these seniors arrived. 
The team has made regionals four times the last four years.

Last year, the girls finished sixth at the Big Ten 
Championships but fourth at the NCAA regionals, very close 
to making nationals, which requires a top two finish. However, 
even though the girls wanted to pick up where they left off, 
they still needed to make improvements in their consistency of 
hitting routines without falls.

“The year before we only had two meets where we didn’t 
count a fall, and this year we only had two or three meets 
when we did count a fall, and that’s a difference of about 
nine meets,” Coach Klages said. In a sport where scores 
become lopsided by something as small as a half point deficit, 
precision is key, and errors are huge.

“A fall is worth five-tenths off your score, and that’s huge in 
college,” junior Kelsey Morley said, who made the All-Big Ten 
Second Team. “We’re scored on quarter-tenths and half tenths.” 

So how did the team crack down on falls? It took a more 
focused practice effort instituted by the coaching staff.

“You go about it by practicing pressure type of situations in 
the practice arena,” Klages said. “Even though we had done 
that the year before and we were very successful in the gym, 
we couldn’t take it out on the competition floor, so we had to do 
a lot of talking to convince these athletes that if they could do it 
in the gym, they were able to do it on the competition floor.”

For the most part, the psychological effect worked, as the 
Spartans enjoyed a prominent season. The team posted their 
highest team score, a 195.950 against UCLA, as well as jumping 
up two places in the Big Ten Championship to 4th place, as 
well as a 6th place finish at regionals. Robinson performed a 
noteworthy vault routine against Iowa and scored a nearly perfect 
9.95. Even though the team didn’t make it to nationals, Curler 
moved on individually to the NCAA Finals in Gainesville, Fla.

Klages believes that the focus and discipline to perform 
more consistently more often came from the usual suspects: 
the senior class.

“I think the senior class had a lot to do with it in the sense 
that they are such strong leaders and they emit so much 
confidence in their performances,” Klages said. “They really 
helped to set the tone for the season.”

They also set the tone for the future, and as they head out, 
they hope that they have instilled in the incoming gymnasts 
what is expected of them. That, and it looks like their history­
making tenure here has really inspired the next generation to 
follow in their footsteps.

“Really what we did was went out there and did it for the 
seniors for how much they contributed to this program for all 
four years,” freshman Shanthi Teike said of their improved Big 
Ten finish. “They have been absolute leaders, and if it wasn’t for 
them, we wouldn’t have gotten this far.”

SENIOR MOMENTS
MSU Gymnastics team relies, looks up to senior class
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SfORFRfiARn
Event Outcome
Gleen & White NTS
Penn S t f t« 1st, 19J.925
West V i r g in ia Isti, 193.925
Western Michigan 1st, 193.925
Iowa - 1st, 194.425
lie 1st, 194.425
Michigan L, 194.200-193.750
Mlnnesota L, 195.350-193.350
Ohio State W, 194.875-191.425
Eastern Michigan 2nd, 194.;f§0
Centra l Michigan 2nd, §94.550
Western Michigan 2nd, 194.550
1111 n o i ¡gl L, 195.600-195.500
New Hampshire W, 194.975-192.400
Oklahoma L, 196.825-194. i 'M
Cal Slate Fullerton W, 194.850-19l|§0
iC L f ? 2nd, 1§5§50
Ctl State Ful 1 eigton , 2nd, 195.950
P i t t lb u rg h W,7194.975-193.575
Big TenfChampionships T-4th, 195.350
NCAA Regionals'--. 6th, 194. « 5
NCAA N a t l B U B H B NTS



Name Cl ass
Nicole Argi ros Jun io r
J |e k i  e Berg . Sophomore
A ly s p j Brennan Stowpmoïe
El i:âe dr | i  g Jun io B

Nico le t j j r  1 er Senior
Dgfneen Haba S®phornére
Nico le Hei k k i1 a J un i o r
Emily Lppato fs Ky ■ Sen i djl
f e th r y n  Mahtffiey ' Jun ¡ or
K e l ly S r

Kel le y Mcr le y Jun io r
l a i  Sa Neal FresbmanJ
Rochelle Rob in  sign Senior
f c l  i na Rocri guez Sepfc|o;:re
iShaatiffli Tei ke Fres -imari

iJ|u n i o r l le f l  a K & M -rl «  f  1 i p s on
the'y|®aiiir3 Mo r 1 eaaÉMIiî veH

he f?  j 'lI liT »
■ a i0 H tM e  Un i v .

Senior N ico l e C u rle r performs
H  r H i  ëĵ ri: Bi é:
Jenison ll||M lllB |P u ^^^ g il the Jan. 
’i|C meet S a in s t  Ohio S tate 
H m r s i t y .  C u rle r won the 
éa rs c o m p e ti t i  on wi th  a 9.350.

Varsity Sports: Gymnastics
T ® :t: Jaceft Kanclerz 

P W tK  Eiras e Lefere 
D « a i  J e « B I a Hal fy& r d

R ip h ( t in g  J ffiÉ ie  Berg f l  i ps 
on rece ived a:
9.000 fo r  he r F T r  i y

- Unillrsi^^M



RDSTFR
Name
Liyne Aver-i 1 1 
Gorey B ldc^H  
M olly  C f f t i id y  
iChelsy C(|il 
C'ami 11 e Oagorn 
•J^amie Deacon 
E lizabe th  HeiM fr ich  
K r i l t e n  Henn 
Ab: -'yj Huck 
Amanda Huck 
C h r i s t i e  Jones 
Adel 1 e B f y e r  
Jessiea L in d n e r f l  
Angie Lucik 
JuSsie Macka^H 
Meghan Magee 
Cjiantae M i l l e r  
Angela Paguja 
F |«o r Rijpma 
Hoi 1y Sherman 
J in t in e  S tS im e tz  
E l i  sea Unger 
J|®|fl 1 e van Ie r la n d  
Manouk V e rn i j

Class 
Freshman 
Freshman 
Frijshman 
Fre.shman 

Junior 
Seh*)ii 

Freshman 
Freshman 

Sipiomore 
^,$u n i o r 

IjSreshman 
Frishman 
Fpeihman 

Sophomore 
J u n jo r 
Juni or 

'siphomo re 
Junior 
Senior 

Sophomore 
Juni  or 
Sentar 
Juni or 

Freihman

S e n i o r m i d f  i e 1 der Jamie Dea con ii J ty  
the  bal 1 , passing i t  to  a tis Ä s te  

up f i S »  i f l  ffle
Ä n iÄ r M t y  o f S I^H gan

won 2 -1 , which lead to  th e i 
Ten

championship t i t i  e .

M|
P" < 
■  
■

B



Varsity Sports: Field Hockey

Irti of m iH B x je r  a j w f f l l i  p m  
po ti" o n t  hH I n d ia  n a g o a 1 i n hopes 
0f scoring, w h il e ju  n i o r J u 1 i e

du Mm g th e lff lR  Teñí
iourna me n t  * S a P nia,' ^ V  t f f f  te m B .l 'th
¿ « t j  d u i  nij.- the season , sco r i n ■ 
f t lo K :  Bod f( " a s s is t s .

freshman Adel 1 e Lever attem pts to
ty  o f  M i c h i g a n

joal w h iljepophQ m o-E 'C han tM B ^ffi^M | 
standsBgdy i*¿ as» s t .  Thè|iSparta|s- 
beat I h l  Wol ve r i  i M  . ■ S t . l  I VS

I..?; M£N j¿ Ís  C 
Ä  OUTDOOR

WOMEN’S
OüTD^kTRACK------»i „ ÜÂi——

.SCORFROARD
Event Outcome
Central  Miçffjfgan w,10-1
Delawa re w, 7-2
l i i k E B L, 3-2
Ame r i  can W, 5-1
Ohio w, 5 - 2

Domini on w, 4-1
Syracuse L, 2-1
Jarnis MadiMn w, 4-1
V i r g i n i a L, 3-0
Northwestern w, 5-2
Mai ne w, 2-1
Rupfflers w, 5-0
. oìdi s V i 11 e w, .2 B
Indiana w, 6-2
^Central Michigan w, 2-0
|.fwa w, 3-0
Ohio ¡¡tate w, 2-1
MijC'.i gan w, ¡ j - i
Penn Siate w, 5-1

CONTINUED EXCELLENCE
Spartans capture Big Ten Championship title in another successful year

Being a sport that might not get much attention, 
¡(would be easy for the women’s field hockey 

I learn to just fall into oblivion. Instead, the Spartans 
contend for superiority every year in the Big Ten 
and continue serving as the definition of excellence 
as a field hockey program. This year was no 
different, with the Spartans playing to an 18-4 
record while winning the Big Ten regular season 
and tournament championship.

The team began the season ranked eighth after 
advancing to the NCAA quarterfinals the previous 
fear and returning four of its top five scorers and 
their top goalkeeper, senior Elissa Unger. Starting 
off the season with high expectations, the team 
finished their first eight games with a 5-3 record.

| The Spartans faced six teams ranked in the top 20 
during their stretch and were aided with hat tricks 
indifferent games from players such as senior 
Fioor Rijpma and freshman Manouk Vernij.
I  “[Vernij] is a great addition for us,” head coach 
Rolf van de Kerkhof saidl'S he is a great player, 
nnd if she gets possession of the ball, she allows 
ns to set up our attack.”

After their third loss of the season to fifth ranked 
Virginia, the Spartans did nothing but win. They 
earned key wins against teams like Northwestern, 
15th ranked Louisville, 15th ranked Ohio State 
and archrival Michigan to end the regular season 
Mh a 10-game win streak. Beating Michigan was 
extra sweet for the Spartans due to the fact that
cinched their first ever outright Big Ten Regular

Season Title. Seniors Jeamie Deacon and Rijpma 
both scored goals to give the Spartans a 2-1 
victory.

“We are very happy to be Big Ten Regular 
Season Champions,” said Kerkhof. “It’s a fitting 
tribute to our players and the work that they’ve put 
in since the beginning of the season.”

With the conclusion of the regular season, the 
Spartans looked to continue their dominance of the 
Big Ten in the Big Ten Tournament. The team easily 
won the tournament by beating Iowa 5-1 in the 
semifinal and Indiana 3-2 in the final. Unger was 
the tournament MVR

After finding out they were to face Delaware 
in the first round of the NCAA tournament, it 
looked as if the Spartans had a good chance to 
advance to the final four. It continued to look that 
way after the first round with the Spartans beating 
Delaware 7-0. Unfortunately for the Spartans, their 
tournament ended abruptly when they lost a 3-2 
heartbreaker in overtime to Virginia.

And even more unfortunately for the Spartans, 
they have to replace the offensive firepower of 
senior All-Americans Rijpma and Deacon.

“It’s great to have two players represented in 
the All-American selections,” said Kerkhof. “Both 
Floor and Jeamie have done an excellent job with 
our team helping to put our program in the top five 
nationally. They will be missed, but they can look 
back on great careers as members of the Spartan 
field hockey family.”

Tex t : i p i l  by Bar t  h ume 
P h æ  o : ! a ut e n Wo od 
D;ffs i g n : B e tsy E b «
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Capta in N ic k S u c h a rs k i 
prepares fo r  t h Ä T  e o ff 

: theE |j^
State Buckeyes on Jan. 23. 

^ E S s p a r ta n s  f e l l  to  the 
BucP ^ B  in  a? 4 2 Iplss..1'

Captain Ni ck Sucha rs ki 
f ■ ■  fo H th e  puck a iff iH  

a fa c e o ff .  Ohio S tate 
d o f e the  ’1 ®  rraKSs I

RDSTFR

286

Name
T fmr 'Bpt t l ry  
Plan Q.hel|&&*J 
Matt C'randell  
Chr is  For far  
Dust in Giazelyyij 

ß§@h Gol embl ew*s ki 
Dei|f|k G - ano 
Mat:. Gra'ssi 
Awjhony, J f a y f e *  
Bobby j i r o s z  
Jusl l in Jo.hnston 

| 8 c h  iosepher  
Torey KrugL,] 
Daciltljm Lev|§ 11 e 
Kyle McMahon 
Mi keiilMeSi f  feel d 
Trevor  N i11 
Drew Pal nsisano 
B r e t t  Perl i n i  
J e f f l P e t r y ;(f . 
Andrew f i o w ^
Joey phean 
Brock Shejgren 
JaypSprague 
AJ S t u r l l ^ B  
Nick ^Suiharski 
Corey Tpqpijd-„D,. 
B U S  Wal rod

Cl ass 
!f f f  phljmo’re 

Frelhman 
S®phwore 

F re lhm M  
J u n i ||r 

.x.Fppelhman. 
•5-if r e lh m H  

Flelhman 
Freshman 
.. Seiji or 

SeBi o |  
i ^S e lhm ag  

Freshmaffl 
Sophamore 
SlphoSore 
Sophomore 
S o lh m B r e  
,3 jph|m|re  
.Smphomore 

Junior  
^ B | n  i o r 

J u n i | r  
SophHrrore 

S^i 19  
J ulli o r 

f :; |e«i  or 
Junior  

Freshman

Defensive freshman 
sends the puck up the iiiattS agai^M life EBalo ffi»e 

Buckeyes or i\Jan . 22 1 ed to  a 5 -2 
wi n fo r  ns .



FORWARD PROGRESS
Hockey team shows much improvement after dismal season

Winning a national championship in a 
Division I NCAA sport is a feat that only a 
select group of athletes can accomplish.
As the ultimate end to a season, it sets 
tie bar high, and anything less is a major 
disappointment.

That’s why when the MSU Ice 
Hockey team went 10-23-5 in 
2008-2009, it was the ultimate 
disappointment for a program that won 
tie whole thing in 2007.

'There’s a lot of pressure just being 
sue of the big schools in the Big Ten 
Id win games, win championships,” 
sophomore Drew Palmisano, team’s 
starting goalie, said.

The pressure added to the Spartans’ 
collapse that season, especially with a 
young team that suffered a lot of injuries, 
ptill, Coach Rick Comley introduced 
pore new freshmen faces this year 
yielding different results. The Spartans 
Established some legitimacy and 
|shed second in the CCHA with a 
14-8-6 record and overall were 19-13-6.

“Our freshman class this year had 
"Ve 21 -year-olds, so it’s actually a pretty 

pld freshman class, which kind of helps

us move in and start playing right away,” 
freshman forward Derek Grant said. 
Grant, as well as some of the other guys, 
credited an important off-ice factor: team 
chemistry.

“The guys got along real well, we 
had a good locker room,” Junior forward 
Corey Tropp said. “ I think that showed 
on the ice, you know, guys cared about 
each other.”

The team gained this confidence 
and trust in each other early on in 
the season, when MSU split two 
tough weekend series with perennial 
powerhouses Maine and Miami (OH).
The Spartans continued their consistent 
play in November, the highlight including 
a weekend sweep of Michigan.

The Spartans had a good season 
series against the Wolverines, winning 
three of four in the regular season. 
Ironically, the team’s season ended 
at the hands of the Wolverines in the 
CCHA playoffs, via a 2-0 best-of-three 
series loss. It was a disappointing way 
to finish despite being ranked in the 
upper reaches of the national polls all 
year long.

Tgsxt: J ^ S ) *  Kane 1 e r i  
PhotoHn i l in a  ÉS«n 
Desig^: Bets® Eber

m m n t i  nued o |  pc . B l



Frwhman S 6 h h a B M e i f  
c-ep’a in  the

BatciM K [|B :1  . 'n s t  » K
M ich igan . The Spartans h » d  the 

e'-ipa 1 lead ing  to  a 
H B &  win fo iM M U hi a a f fs ta te .

Although the team was disappointed 
with the outcome of the season, there 
were still notable personal and team 
achievements. Tropp excelled for the 
Spartans offensively, scoring 20 goals and 
adding 22 assists for 42 points. Grant and 
junior forward Andrew Rowe also hit double 
digits in goals. Junior Jeff Petry was the 
defensive leader on the blue line, and at 
season’s end the NHLs Edmonton Oilers 
signed him.

One of the biggest stories was the 
Spartans’ stellar goaltending thanks to new 
starter Palmisano, who took over for the 
legendary Jeff Lerg-a key factor in the 2007 
National Championship. Palmisano started 
31 games and maintained 2.44 goals-against 
average and a .917 save percentage.

The Spartans agree that taking the 
Great Lakes Invitational Tournament, an 
annual four-team tournament held at the 
Joe Louis Arena in Detroit, was the best 
moment of the year and a great stepping- 
stone for this class of players. The Spartans 
beat Michigan Tech in the semifinals 
10-1, and went on to beat Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI) 6-1, who had 
upset Michigan in the first round.

“Winning the GLI was [the best

moment of the year]. It’s kind of our first 
championship we’ve won as a team,” 
Grant said. The Spartans have won 12 GLI 
tournaments and have had four in the last 
decade, two more than the Wolverines.

In addition to the GLI, the team focuses 
on winning the “Big Four” every year, 
which includes the GLI, the CCHA league 
title, the CCHA playoffs and also the 
national championship. The Spartans have 
been to the top before, and the memory 
of the loss to Michigan and the continued 
development of the young core will only 
contribute to next year’s goals, which 
includes winning it all.

“Playing against Michigan this year at 
the end left a sour taste in our mouths,” J 
Torey Krug, defensive player and freshman, 
said. “I think using that as fuel for the fire 
this summer in working to get better and 
to come together even more so as a team. 
Just using that as fuel will help us in the 
long run and really try to accomplish our 
goals next year.”

With one goal down, it’s no doubt that 
Coach Comley will have this hungry young 
group legitimately going after goals two, 
three and maybe even four next year. It’s 
been done before.

K



SCORFROARD___
Event Outcome
Western Ontar io w . 5-2
Clarkson w . 6-1
Clarkson w , 4-3
Maine w , 5-3
Mai ne L, 5-3
Miami (OH) 1 2-1
Miami (OH) w , 3-2
Western Micwgan w , 5-3
Nebraska-Omaha w , 3-0
Nebraska-Omaha T, 3-3
Michigan w j 3-2
Michigan w , 2-0
Notre Dame f ; 1-1
Notre Dame L. 4a|
Wi sconsi n Pt, 7-3
Minnesota L, 2-1
Northern Michigan w , 1-0
Northern Michigan L, 3-2
Bowling Green w , 3-2
Bowliog Green w , 4-1
Mi chflqan Bpch w , 10-1
Rensselaer w , 6-1
US NTDP U-18 w , 8-2
Lake Super ior  State w , 4¡¡J
Lake Super ior  State T , 3-3
Notre Dame L, 5-2
Norare Dame T, 4-4
Ohio State w , 5-2
0hi o) State L, 4-2
M i c h i g IBM w , m - z

M i c h i g a i H L, 5-4
Al a ska L , 2 -0
A l aska T. 1-1
F e r ^ f e ^ J ï i t e ■M 4-1
F e r r ^  State w , l i-2
Bowling Green I w , 3-2
Bowling Green T , 2-2
Michigan w , 5-1
Michigan L, 5-3
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Varsity Sports: Ice Hockey

H u a r d  sophomoreDau 1 tan
heads fo r  fn  1

the Nov. 19 mafH p âtêai M i l  N p p ip »  
Dame. The match seventh
home gam eo f the  season and ended 

| n a  H - 1  H je  againit N * r e  game. .

Defi 'e lh m a * |p rM  Krug
'ç^Mj§Mthe|R3W "le 1« H  
%  ma-lHi ÿ g a 'iif^ t B i r  iHB't:a tsg JB  
M ichigan S ta te  beat F e rr is  S tate 
0 -2  ¿ ta im e  on F e «  20*.



[GjROWING
Rowing team proves themselves against 

tough competition, finish second in Big Ten

■SCORFBOARD
Event Outcome
Michigan NTS
N i t r e  Dame NTS
Discon si n NTS
Iowa NTS
Oh/q, State NTS
Indiana NTS
V| rg i  ni a NTS
Michigan W, 43-26
Notre Dame W, 43-26
Cornei 1 NTS
Yale ntII
Syracuse NTS;
B u f f a iH NTS
Gonzaga NTS
Indian a w, 44-25
Ohyl  State w, 36-31
Mi chi gan NTS
Southern Cai NTS
Big Ten 2nd

Winning takes hard work, hard work takes dedication. For the 
women’s rowing team, they wouldn’t settle for less. In their pursuit of a 
National title the team put in the time to see the results.

“Through fall, winter training, and now the spring we have endured 
many physically and emotionally challenging practices,” senior Victoria 
Woodard said. “ I think I can speak for my team in saying we would not 
have wanted it any other way.”

After a disappointing finish to last year’s season, the team made it 
their goal to work hard in preparation for the next season.

“We changed our training plan in March, April and May to allow for 
a better peak at the end of May,” coach Matt Weise explained. “We 
increased the level of our competition to allow us to assess our progress 
throughout the spring. Potential is a great thing if it can be realized. This 
team’s potential is high.”

The team showed their talent in the regattas against the University 
of Michigan, Indiana University, Ohio State University and Notre Dame 
University, beating all four schools by almost double the points, leaving 
a positive outlook for the Big Ten Championship. The Spartans took 
second place to the Wisconsin Badgers, but only by 16 points.

‘The Big Ten Conference is one of the top conferences for rowing in the 
country,” senior Emily Regan said. ‘Therefore the Big Ten Championship 
is a great gauge for our team as we move into the championship portion 
of our season. Big Ten always shows us where we need to improve most 
before the National Championship at the end of May.”

The team’s competitive edge came through not only against Mid-west 
teams, but also against schools with intense rowing programs.

“We had a big weekend racing against Yale at the beginning of April,” 
senior Michelle Mussett said. “The V8 (varsity eight) had a close race 
with the Yale V8 and we showed ourselves that we are competitive 
against the top teams in the country.”

Rowing in Rancho Cordova, California for the National Championship, 
the women were able to finish ninth out of sixteen teams. Both the varsity 
eight and second varsity boats finished higher than their seed rankings.

“I’m really proud of our two eights this weekend,” head coach Matt 
Weise said. “We are going to lose six really good seniors, but if you look at 
our NCAA lineup, there’s a lot of juniors and sophomores, too. This was a 
learning experience, and something we can build on as we go forward.”

The competition was stiff at the Championship, as expected, but the 
task at hand was made no easier when the Spartans were placed in the 
same semifinal heat as the top three ranked teams.

“It was important for us to go out with a strong finish,” Regan said. “We 
weren’t able to advance into the grand final, but a lot of that had to do with 
us not having a good Friday heat and ending up with Yale, Cal and Virginia.”

After a successful season, the rowing team is beginning to 
prepare for the next.

“Last year’s team was dominated mostly by upperclassmen.
This year we have an even balance between underclassmen and 
upperclassmen,” Regan said. “The balance in experience from the 
upperclassmen and the eagerness from the underclassmen to learn 
new skills and push the team forward has really helped our team come 
together and find new levels of speed.”
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ROSTFR
Name Class
J u l i Bawden Sophomore
Dani ca Bevan Seni or
Stephanie Bochenek Junior
Laura Boice Sophomore
Brle-Anne Breton Freshman
Monique Car ter Junior
La ira Cowal ■ § u n i  o i l
K r i s t i n a  deJong Sophomore
E l i se  DeWolf-Ott Seni or
B r i t t a n y  Diamantoni Sophomore
Shannon .Dunn ■¡¡uni  o r
Alyse Egner Jun ior
Emily : es 1 er| ;. Juni or
Jac lyn Grd beck-:;'! Soppbmore
Emi l ie  Gross Seni or
Cather ine Hannum t  Freshman
Joan Hayner . . Sopyomore
Blake H o l t * Sophomore
ElizafeiMh Horne Sophomore
Emily Huddleston Seni or
Megan | |u rs i  k Seni or
Bri  anna Lakanen Sophomore
Jessye Lambouris ■¡lophomore
K e l l i e  Lapointe Juni or
Kathleen Leighton Sophomore
Alexandra Maibuscy Seni or
Amanda McGeachie Sophomore
Miche l le  M u ^ e t t Seni or
Mi che11e Neuder Sophomore
Camrnl 1 e Presjs jU phom ore
Emily Regan Senior
Alex Reinink Sophomore
Shelby Rockwel ! Freshman
Stephanie Shaw fnphimore
Kel 1 y Jiyepian Jun ior
Jesse Shynal Sophomore
J epee 1 I n  Srni th Sophomore

|CTare Vandel wider Junior
Breanne Walkowiak Sophornine
V i c t o r i a  Woodard Seni or
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NEW COACH, 
SAME RESULTS

Spartans still have successful season with new coach
Telt:;.,:$®fflby Bert hume 

M t o :  E l l i n l B t e i n ,  Erica T rea is 
D e s i - : Brendan Pcost

ROSTFR
Name Cl ass
Garret  Back Sophomore
Domenic Baroiie Sophomore
M i r i  Barone Sophomore
Rubin Bega Sophomore
Matt Sebula Sophomore
Jeremy. Clark Sophomore
Kevi niCPpe Freshman
Bryce Dobbins Freshman
Jake. F u l l e r t o n J..U n i or
Col in  Givens Jun ior
Tim Granaderos' Seni or
Joe Gregus
Nosa I f oha J u n i o r
Stephei  Lu tÄnek SophomorJ
Jòe Pal j a j Sophomore
Sajs Radelet Freshmanj
J e f f  RicondcS ^H u n i  or
CyruS Saydee Sophomore
Dal i  dlSayre ¡¡¡¡freshman
A.W. Stanek Jun ior
Avery Ste in lage Jun ior
Ryan The1en Freshman
Spencer Thompson Junior
Nick Wilson Freshman

A Big Ten regular season and tournament championship is hard to top, 
especially if your team is the first to accomplish said feat. To make matters worse, 
the men’s soccer team played for the first time in 32 years without legendary 
coach Joe Baum. Even so, the team finished with an 11-8-2 record.

Six of 11 starters returned this year, including their star junior goalkeeper 
Avery Steinlage who entered the season playing 805 minutes without allowing 
a goal. Steinlage also led the nation in save percentage last season.

New head coach Damon Rensing earned his first victory with the Spartans 
with a 3-1 win over Duquesne. Ranked 20th, the men won after receiving 
goals from Rubin Bega, Mark Barone and Domenic Barone.

“It feels great. I’m really happy for the players because they are the ones 
that win the games,” Rensing said about his first collegiate victory.

Following the Duquesne victory, the team went four games without a loss 
and extended their record to 4-0-1 .Throughout the run, Steinlage continued 
to increase his shutout streak. Steinlage set the NCAA record for scoreless 
minutes in the Spartans 0-0 draw with the University of Illinois Chicago on Sept 
6 and kept the streak going against Wright State and Loyola Marymount.

“It’s a pretty amazing record when you think of all the quality teams and 
goalkeepers that have gone through Division I soccer,” Rensing said.

Steinlage wasn’t able to take all the credit though. He had to make only 
nine saves in four games, and Rensing credits that to the play of his defense.

“Defense has been a real focus at Michigan State,” Rensing said. “I think 
we do kind of view this as a team award, because there’s definitely been 
some games where Avery wasn’t tested because our other players did such a 
good job. But then some games he’s had to come up really big.’f l

The streak was snapped in a 2-0 loss at San Diego.
What followed was a season of back-and-forth wins and losses. The 

Spartans went 2-4 in the Big Ten and beat the University of Michigan and Notre 
Dame 2-1. A highlight of the men’s season was a 1 -0 win over third-ranked 
Northwestern. Beating the No. 3 team propelled them to the semi-finals of the 
Big Ten tournament and secured them a spot in the NCAA tournament for the 
third consecutive year. Half of the team matches were against others that made 
the NCAA tournament. Still, the Spartans earned a 4-6 record.

Bega led the team with ten goals while redshirt junior Jeff Ricondo led the 
team with seven assists. Ultimately, the 14th-seeded Spartans fell to Duke 
2-1 in the second round of the tournament.

E r i c a . « » ;



Varsity Sports: Men’s Soccer

HStl 's men’ s socce r  gpljm ■ • 
defeated UofM. 2 -1 . The tro p h y  
M'pas*sed on to  the j,w iR e r 
the | ! S l  r y A | | | m a R H | B | " .

SCORFBOARD
Event Outcome
Evansvi11e T, o-o
IPFW w, 2-1
Duquesne w, 3-1
u| c T§ 0-0
Li pscomb w, 2-0
Wright State w, 4-0
Loyola Marymount w, 3-0
San Diego L, 2-0
Ohio State L, 1-0
Val parai  so w, 2-0
Pinn State L, 1-0
Western. Mi chi gan w, 2-0
Wi sconsi n L, 2-1
Ind iana w, 1-0
Bowling Green w, 2-1
Michigan w, 2-1
Notre Dame W,- 2-1
San Diego State m , 1-1
Akron L, 2-1
Northwestern L, 1-0
Northwestern w, 1-0
Penn State L, 3-0
Duke ■ 2-1

J H p I d e ^ R r k  Barone B r i  e i- t o  v I  
Pr i9ht as a Michigan defend f j

I T-heo.plHfciffl® wiS'ia SfelloR
H h H S  t  h e W o 1 V e r i n e p 1 a y e r.
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Varsity Sports: Women’s Soccer
Text: Colby Berthume 
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MEETING GOALS
Women’s soccer team’s successful season earns second consecutive NCAA tournament bid

The expectations were high for the Lady Spartans 
as they were coming off a season of recording their 
most wins and scoring the most goals since 1991.
The team also returned 10 of 11 starters. To add to 
the hype, breakout sophomore Laura Heyboer was 
returning after leading the conference in scoring and 
becoming the first freshmen in league history to earn 
Big Ten player of the year honors. All of that culminated 
into an 11-5-4 overall record.

Trying to live up to the hype, the women’s soccer 
team started out with a bang by going nine games 
with out a loss that resulted in a 7-0-2 record. During 
the streak, the Lady Spartans beat the school record 
for longest home unbeaten streak at 16 games 
against Detroit. They were also led by the scoring of 
senior Lauren Hill who scored eight goals during their 
unbeaten streak to start the season.

“She has been on a roll and we want to keep it that 
way,” coach Tom Saxton said about Hill’s performance.

Finally, on October 2, the streak was snapped against 
Indiana when the Hoosiers scored with 21 seconds 
remaining to deal the Lady Spartans a 1 -0 crushing 
defeat. A 1-1 tie against number 12 Purdue and a 0-0 tie 
against Michigan followed up the loss.

>>Conti oued on pg. 297:
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m v ' e M i p B t h a t  a l s o  gaV,e them  
m h e  w m i . L a u r e n  H i i l l ., s o a r e d l K e .

w i i n i n g  g o a l  .

l l n i B  L a u re n .  H i l l  k i f t s s t h e  
b a l l  away~ f rom; O h i K É t a t e  

d u r i  ng  th | |  game on  B o v . 6 .  MSU 
b e a w l h i o  S t a t e  1 - 0 .

SCDRFROARn /
Event Outcome
Mi 1 waukee w, 2-1
Oakl and w, 3-0
Bowling Green w, 4-0
UCSB T, 1-1
Centra" Michigan w, 4-0
I l l i n o i s  State w, 2-0
De tir o i t w, 3-1
Kent State w, Ë f 0
Easiern Mi l f i igan T, 1-1
Penn State w, 3-2
Indiana L, 1-0

?Purdue T, H - i
Michigan T, o-o
Loyola Chicago W, ¡ l o
Northwestern L, 1-0

1Wi scon si n L, 1-0
Minnesota w, 2-1 ¡¡¡jj
l i l i  noi s L, 5-0 ¡¡¡j
Iowa w, 3-2 !|è
0hi o State w, 1-0 8
Santa’ -Ml ara I 1-0

pirate.

J

Name
Desiree Aber 
Megan Brown 
Ka te l in  Chaklos 
Samantha C o | 9 |  
Mikki  Dennis 

m a r l y  Fogi th 
J i l l  F I i e t s t r a  

pa ra  Freeman 
Laura Heyboer 
Lauren H i l l  
Kelsey Kassab 
Ke l l y  Lindsay 
Tay lo r  M i l l e r  
Jordan Muel ler  
Chelsea Peterson 
Hannah Peterson 
Dan ie l le  Pet® 
Megan Pines 
Kate Rehor 
Kori Reinhar t 
Courtney Shegos 
Lauren S inac l l a  
O l i v i a  Stander 
Sarah Stern 
A s l ley  Swartz 
Kel ley T a i t  
Melisf ia Timko 
J enn i fe r  Ulmer 
E l i  zabeth Watza

Cl ass 
Freihman 

Seni or 
Sophomore 

'Juni Pr 
Sophomore 

flophomore 
Sophomore 

J u n i o r  
Sophomore 

Seni or 
Frelhman 
Freshman 

Sophomore 
Fri|shman 
Freshman 

Sophomore 
Seni or 

Sophomore 
Sin i o r 

Freshman 
Junior  
Seni or 

Freshman 
Sophomore 

Freshman 
J u n io r  

Freshman 
Jun ior  

Sophomore

w
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“It’s a positive to say we came out of the game 
and say we had chances to score,” Heyboer said 
of the tie with Michigan. “We definitely dominated 
offensively and forced them to play a lot more 
defense than offense.”

Following the tie to Michigan, the Lady Spartans 
went 4-3 to wrap up the regular season. They 
finished 4-4-2 in the Big Ten, and Heyboer and 
freshmen Cara Freeman earned All-Big Ten First 
Team, while Hill earned All-Big Ten Second Team 
honors. Hill’s selection to the All-Big Ten Team was 
her second consecutive selection, and her 38 goals 
and 91 career points put her in sole possession of 
second place on the respective all-time lists at the 
University.

After the regular season wrapped up, the Lady 
Spartans earned a birth to the NCAA tournament for 
their fourth appearance overall. It was the first time in 
school history that they received bids in consecutive 
seasons. They were set to face Santa Clara.

In the opening round, the Lady Spartans played 
Santa Clara evenly, and despite being outshot forced 
the game to overtime. A little over a minute into 
overtime, Santa Clara scored a goal to end the Lady 
Spartan’s season in a heartbreaker.

Hill ended the season as the leading goal scored 
with 10 while sophomore goalkeeper Jill Flietstra led 
the team with 92 saves while only allowing 18 goals.

K p l i w l  HanSiah i fetersc^M 
■¡jghi|!! ¿M' ’l l :a L a u r e n  
gHeueif fp r the bal l .  Thewgame 

ended with a Spartan victory.



SCORFBOARD
Event Outcome
Iowa n , 3-1
Iowa L, 7-6
Mi nnesota w, 2-1
Mi nnesota w, 7-6
¡¡ndi ana L, 6-4
t|ndi ana w, 5-2
Penn State w, 1-0
Penn State L, 2-1
Ohio State l| 12-3
Ohio State H , 7-3
Northwestern i 15-0
Northwestern L,' 9-0
Purdue L, §1-0
Purdue L, 10-2
111 i no i s L, 11-1
111i noi s L, 5-0
Michigan l| 10-0
Michigan L, 4-1
Wi scon si n L, 6-1
Wi sconsi n w, 11-3

CONSISTENTLY
INCONSISTENT

Softball team struggles for consistency with inconsistent wins and losses
The Spartan softball team returned to action 

this year looking to build off of last season 
where they depended on many underclassmen 
to carry the load.

Unfortunately for the team, they weren’t as 
ready as they hoped.

The Spartans began the season with a 3-10 
record, collecting wins only against Missouri State, 
Stetson and Wright State. About the only bright 
spot of their losing streak was when sophomore 
Lauren Kramer became the first Spartan since 
2007 to pitch a no-hitter. Kramer threw the no-hitter 
in a 8-0 victory over Stetson.

“Lauren was absolutely dominant,” head 
coach Jacquie Joseph said. “She has the 
potential to rewrite all the record books here at 
Michigan State.”

After their 3-10 start, the team finished up 
tournament play by going 9-5, recording wins. 
Joseph also earned her 500th victory for the 
program when her team downed Connecticut 4-1.

“I think it is a great achievement,” said Joseph 
of her milestone. “I love being the head coach

here at Michigan State, and I have really enjoyed 
all of the players over the years. I know a lot of 
people always downplay these milestones, but in 
today’s world, to be able to stay at a school this 
long is more unusual than not, and I very much 
enjoyed and am proud to be the head coach at 
Michigan State.” v

When the team finally headed home to East 
Lansing, they completed a 4-2 record, raising their 
overall record to 18-14.

Offense became a problem for the Spartans 
though as they struggled to find consistency at 
the plate. The team followed up a 2-9 stretch with 
a 3-5 stretch to end the season with an overall 
record of 21-31.

Junior shortstop Lindsey Hansen led the team 
with a .368 batting average, while junior outfielder 
Jessica Brocamante led the team with 28 hits. 
Kramer finished the season with a 16-19 record 
and a 3.01 E.R.A.

“I was very proud of our players all year,” 
Joseph said. “We have never put our chins down 
and have competed hard all year.”



Varsity Sports: Softball
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Name Class
Melanie Bensema Sophomore
Jessica Bracamonte J u n i o r
Kel ly. Confer Seni or
Mary Kate D1 V i r g i  1 o ^Hreshman
Haren Fox Juni or
A l i Grant Hop iomore
Lindsey Hansen Juni or
Kyi ene Hopki ns Freshman
Lauren Kramer Sopnomore
Kal i® Lamb Sophomore
Jayme 0 ’ Bryant Freshman
Lori  Pad i l l a Sophomore
Heidi  Pur tzer Jun ior

Benny Ramsaier Frelhman
Rebecca Rogers Sophomore
B r e t t  Wi l l iams Sophomore
Shelby Wi se Freshman

i fe ^ 'H ^ m le s ^ K a  BrBamonte 
V I  f i r s t  base. J é á H a  is  a 
P ia»« fo ir. th e lijg ll S partans.



STRENGTH IN 
TOUGH COMPETITION
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Hard work shows small improvements in the tough Big Ten Conference
Every team has goals, some as lofty as 

winning the National Championship, others are 
set for small Improvements. Through hard work 
and dedication, the swimming and diving team 
achieved all their goals this season.

For the men, moving up in the Big Ten 
standings was achievable.

“We swam great at the end of the year,” senior 
Matt Massman said. “We moved up a spot over 
all in the Big Ten. We came in ninth, which is 
pretty good for us. We also sent a swimmer to 
the NCAA Championships; I would say that 
everyone on the team is pretty happy with the 
outcome of the season.

Through hard work, freshman Jacob Jarzen 
was able to represent the men’s team at the 
NCAA Championships in the 100-meter fly and 
the 200-meter backstroke. Jarzen was also 
named Big Ten freshman of the year.

The men finished the season with a winning 
record of 6-3. They also broke long-standing pool 
and school records in the 800-meter freestyle, 
400-meter medley and 400-meter freestyle 
relays.

Although the men showed strength this year in 
all their competitions, the outlook for next season 
is positive, even after losing some senior talent.

“We’re losing six seniors,” Massman said. “But 
the coaches are bringing in a lot of new talent and 
the kids we have now have talent. If you give them

the opportunity to step up—it will happen.”
As the men’s swimmers saw success at the 

Big Ten Championships, four Spartan divers 
headed to the National Championship. Seniors 
Ivan Zalessov and David Garry finished 10th 
and 13th respectively for the men, while senior 
Kayla Kalmbach finished in 11th place and 
junior Jordan Jackson took 17th in the women’s 
competitions.

Across the pool, the women’s team faced stiff 
competition at the Big Ten Championships.

“We’re swimming well, but the league is so 
deep its tough to collect points,” Head Coach 
Matt Gianiodis said.

The women finished 10th in the Big Ten with 
notable performances from sophomore Kerry 
Sodonis, who swam the second fastest 200-meter 
breaststroke time in school history and junior 
Becca Ebner, who placed in the 200-meter fly.

Outside the Big Ten, the women’s talent 
showed as they swept Oakland University with 
first place finishes from the 200-meter medley 
relay team, the 400-meter free relay, Sodonis 
in the 100-meter and 200-meter breaststroke, 
Ebner in the 200-meter and 100-meter fly, and 
freshman Jenny Rusch in the 50-meter freestyle.

Both the men and women will continue 
rigorous training, breaking records and preparing 
for future competitions in the ever-strong Big Ten 
Conference.
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H i r 1ast home meet
o f th e ^g a so rH s ;e ^ « r  M fa h  
B ia s e llo  led theBgtam in  a 
f in a l  hoorah. TheJR jm  team 
a 1 sol wi shed S t . Boiffaventure 
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s 'æ hoiŒ e Ronnie Hulewicz plays
home m a t c H |H e  M H  

t e n n is  team  ended th e  season 
w ith  o n e | B i ¡ * E |  v ic tory ,

S r . D R F R O A R n

Event Outcome
Duquisne W, ' 5-2
Brad iey w, 7-0
Wi l l i am & Mary L, 6-1
Cl evel and á t a t e L, 4-3.
Wright State w, 6-1
Northern I I 11n o i s w, 7-0
Det io i  t w, 6-1
Bal l  State wi 5-2
Nebraska L, 6-1
Toledo w, 6-1
N i t r e  Dame L, 6- f l
B u t l er w, 7-0
IUPUI w,i |-7 1
E a l t i r n  I l l i n o i s  : w, 6-1
Daytin w, 6-1
M B  hi g a n L, 6-1
i iwa L , 5-2
Nfi nnosota L, 5-2
Northwestern L, 6M
Wi sconsi n L, 6-1
OhiS S ta te l i t , 7-0
Penn State n 4-3
Weitern Michigan w, 4x1
Puidue w, 5-2
Indi  an a L, 7-0

i l J J j ¡ 0ÍS: . L, . 7-B
I n i i  ana L, 4-0

PREPARE TO ¡PROVE
Text: Œ b l  Berthuine 

Photo: Mason Robinson 
D : Vi car i  ||Il im a r

Men’s tennis team channels motto to boost morale and improve during season

Starting in early September, the men’s tennis team 
set out on a mission to improve upon their 12-14 
record from last year, and following their season 
motto, they were “prepared to prove.”

Head Coach Gene Orlando, entering his 19th year 
with the program, was looking to rely on his six returning 
starters along with contributions from his four newcomers.

The team opened up dual play by playing 13 of 
15 matches in East Lansing. The Spartans went 11-4 
during that stretch.

“We dropped those four matches in the first two 
months,” Orlando said. “We had a good start but those 
matches proved there are no guarantees.”

During the middle of the season, the men hit a 
rough patch, losing seven straight Big Ten matches, 
including a loss to in-state rival Michigan. Their losing 
streak was snapped when they picked up a victory 
against another in-state rival, Western Michigan.

“We really needed that win over Western Michigan,” 
Orlando said. “That’s been an ongoing rivalry but we 
put ourselves in a position to win. It gave us some 
momentum heading into the Purdue match.

The following match the men earned their o n e  and 
only Big Ten victory with a dominating 5-2 perform ance.

“We knew we would struggle in the Big Ten, but 
we felt like we had a legit chance to win this match 
because the guys worked hard and they were focused 
heading into this match.”»

Sophomore Ronnie Hulewicz was a key part of the 
Spartan’s lineup playing at the number one singles 
spot. He made the jump from number five singles last 
year. Hulewicz posted the most overall wins, compiling 
a 23-15 record.

Although the men finished the season 13-14, the 
future for the team looks bright. They are losing only 
two seniors and are hoping to add on to the you th  and
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Ntbfiole Herffiif gives! teammate Man on 
No§ a passing high-f ive  a f te r  a 

successful po int. Herzog and Noe 
were the only succeSSful doubles 

partners during th is  match.

SP.ORFROARD
Arkon L, 6-1
Cleveland State W, 6-1'
Detroi  t W, 6-1
UCF L, 4-3
F lo r ida  A t l a n t i c n 4-2
Syracuse L, 5-2
Toledo w, 5-2
BowMing Green w. 5-2
Evansv i l le w, 6-1
Western Michigan L, 4-3
Cal Poly L, 6-1
Santa Clara L, 6-1
Michigan L, 7-0
Eastern Michigan w, 4-3
Mi nnesota L, 6- l j
Iowa L, 4-3
Wi sconsi n L, 7-0
Northwestern B j , 6-1
Ohrao State L, 6M
Penn State w, 6-1
Purdue m, 7-0

In d ia n a H 5-2
I l l i n o i s L, 5-2
Ohio State L, 4-0



Varsity Sports: Women’s Tennis
Teli t: Jacob Kanggerz 
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YOUNG FACES 
SERVING ACES
Women’s tennis team is young, aggressive, and improving

The women’s tennis team is a very young team. How 
young are they? Of the 12 girls on this year’s roster,
Christine Milliken is the only senior.

A roster dominated by underclassmen may explain why 
the Lady Spartans have struggled to a 1-7 record in the 
Big Ten and a winless 0-9 on the road. However, Coach 
Simone Jardim can still point out some positives from the 
tough season.

“We are getting better, that’s for sure. We’re getting 
stronger, improving the level of the team,” Jardim said.
'We’re expecting more, having higher expectations. The 
wins will come and we have done better this year than last.”

Having high expectations is a must in Big Ten Women’s 
Tennis. Jardim said most of the teams are ranked, and 
the Lady Spartans’ only win came against Penn State, a 
convincing 6-1 win that many members of the team say 
has been a bright spot in the season.

While the girls have struggled during their singles 
matches, except for sophomore Elena Ivanova’s 18-14 
record, the team as a whole has a better percentage in 
doubles matches. Jardim believes the girls’ aggressiveness 
has really shown in their doubles this year.

“Sometimes having a partner helps, having someone 
out there with you gives you more confidence, that sense 
that there’s somebody else there to pick you up,” she said.

“We play really well as a team, and when we are 
together we feed off each other, so that makes the energy 
level higher,” freshmen Nicole Herzog said, who was one 
of the top three players in the starting rotation this year.
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Jardim said that the girls have played better inside this 
year than outside, mostly due to the faster courts indoors, 
resulting in shorter rallies.

Off the court, the team unity has remained strong 
despite the season-long struggles.

“Our team has really come together as a unit, and 
that’s something we haven’t had the past few years I’ve 
been here,” Milliken said, also one of the top players in the 
rotation. “That’s really working towards our advantage, and 
next year that should help out a lot.”

“We are like a little family, and that really does help 
us on the court and off the court,” junior Whitney Wilson 
said, the third major part of the top of the rotation. “We can 
address what’s going on as a team because we can share 
everything with each other.”

The team will most likely finish the season at the Big 
Ten Championships in Iowa City, Iowa. The Lady Spartans 
are hoping to win at least one round, but a few more wins 
would help the girls come closer to their goal of competing 
in the Big Ten.

“Next year we are going to have a really good team, 
and next year we hope we can do better at the Big Ten,” 
Herzog said.

Jardim is shooting for a Top 50 national ranking. It’s 
possible, considering her thoughts on the program’s 
newfound direction.

“I think we’re finally in the right position to move 
forward,” Jardim said. With a slew of young talent, women’s 
tennis may very well be in that position.

Rf lSTFR
Amy Barton 
Kate; Binnen 
Renata de Palva 

l iana GfflenteS. 
Nichole Her log 
E1en a Ivanova 
Mi lhe l  1 e ; LeB1 an| ty 
C h r i l t i n e  Mi l l iken? 
Manon Noe 
Michaela S i l l s o v a  
J » I ;ey S t i c k  we 11 
Whitney Wilson

Fr K l m  ah 
Juni  or  

Freshman 
Sophomore 

Fr e i h man 
Sophomore 

KreShman 
Seni or 
Juni  or 

Freshman 
Siphomoie 

J u n i I r

N ico le  Herzog, freshman, serves w h M lH  
Manon Noè, j  ■ i  o r M B S  a i t f lS o  pjp.o.n e n t  H  

I  h Jpg ht-te'Fè Bia m 1 os t ove r a i l ,  H et™ g 
Und B é iS )  theSUm a™ ht t



HOLDING
STRONG

FiB shm ^B M l iB  HcxiW J  mi or 
I . 'A M h l^ ^ M s a v ^ M irÄ  B e
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J u n io r Ash Iey l ìwrence 
p r e.p à o t  h r B f ' f l j  s h o t  p u t .

Last year MëMrance ree W M |  
the  S pa rtans ’ top  f iv e  shot
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Track team channels last 
season’s strong points

As the team headed to Kentucky for the indoor 
season opener, focus was key. The men started the 
indoor season ranked 31st in the country and the 
women ranked 66th in the country.

“The Kentucky Invitational is one of the best 
early season meets in the country,” Head Coach 
Walt Drenth said. “ It is important we get in the right 
competitive mind set. Our program expectations are 
going up and a meet like this will not only give us an 
important point of reference for what the national level 
looks like, but also a point of reference for where we 
are jumping in for the season.”

After ending on a good note last season, the team’s 
goal was to pick up where they left off and continue 
improving. One outstanding performance came from 
junior Kyron Foster who beat the defending national 
champion in the triple jump, setting the bar high for the 
rest of the season.

The competition continued throughout the indoor 
season at the Notre Dame Invite where the men 
finished in first and the women in third. The team 
worked towards the indoor Big Ten Championships, 
posting qualifying times along the way.

While the men were in Minnesota wrapping up the 
indoor season with a ninth place finish, the women 
were at Penn State University walking away from the 
Big Ten Championships with a tenth place finish.

Again Foster showed his strength in the triple jump 
with a first place finish and a bid to the NCAA National 
Championships, where he placed sixth. Although 
the women had no first place finishes, junior Erica 
Mann had two top 10 finishes in the 60 and 200-meter 
dashes, while sophomore Leslie Aririguzo finished 
sixth in the 60-meter hurdles.

“Overall, there were a lot of things the girls did well 
this weekend,” assistant coach Randy Gillion said.
“We have been showing a lot of progress as a team 
at every meet this season, and this weekend was no 
different. Everyone competed strong and it’s nice to 
know we are only a few steps away from being in the 
middle of the Big Ten.”

The outdoor season began with the Spartan Invite, 
the team’s only home meet of the season, where bad 
weather didn’t stop the Spartans from dominating on 
their home track. The team walked away with 17 first 
place finishes, including junior Ashley Lawrence in both

the shot put and discus, junior Yury Ratomski in the 
400-meter dash, and both the 4x100-meter and 4x400- 
meter relays, Mann in the 100-meter dash and junior 
Charelise Davis, who not only finished first, but also 
ran a personal best time in the 200-meter dash.

The success on the outdopr track continued at the 
Indiana State Quadrangular where the men placed first 
and the women second.

“We started off with really good performances from 
the men’s and women’s discus throwers. Both Emily 
MacLeod and Patrick Grosskopf went really strong all 
weekend long,” coach Drenth said. “I talked to the team 
about the importance of getting off the mark strong, and 
Hthought it was important for us to send a message as 
to how we were going to compete as a team.”

The season continued with several relay meets 
where no team scores were recorded, but many school 
records were broken. Sophomore Brad Wentzel broke 
his own school record in the hammer throw with a 
first place finish at the Purdue Open and senior Emily 
MacLeod ran a 4:18 1,500-meter run at the Jesse 
Owens Classic posting not only a new school record, 
but also a record time in the Big Ten.

“In terms of confidence and decision making, it 
has definitely helped,” MacLeod said. “But, I feel that 
most of the success this year is actually from the 
learning last year.”

As the team headed to the Big Ten 
Championships, Coach Drenth pushed them towards 
their maximum potential.

Both the men and women finished seventh in the 
Big Ten. Three team members received All-Big Ten 
Honors for including sophomore Becca Buchholtzfor 
the high jump, and two other teammates for the triple 
jump. Twenty-six individuals qualified for the NCAA 
Championships.

“I don’t think there is any more pressure than 
what I already have on myself,” Buchholtz said of her 
achievements thus far in the season. “With this being 
my first national champion experience, I think that it is 
more exciting. Doing well at regional’s showed just how 
wall I can do at nationals.”

Confidence is key when competing at a national 
level, as the qualifying Spartans have proved their 
talent in the past, all they can do now is perform at 
their highest potential.
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SCORFBOARD
Event Outcome
Notre Da nie E n v i t e M: l i t , , W: 3rd
Men ’ Ü Big Ten iHdoor 8th
Women® Bi|| Ten Irado or . 9th
Indiana S t  âltJ  QuadranguAl ar M: 1st , , W: 2nd
Brag Ten Champions h i p ; » M: 6th ;, W: 6th

T i f f a S  Eôs«S|||j 
runs the Women’ s 3000- 
Meter Steepl w h ® B  f w  the 

f f i p t  tim e a t the Spartan 
I n v iB ^ S p C  w fiB M B e d  abput 
î roWTO' tB B ra lS H  E s a n M i^ ^ M | 
“ I t ’ s tough, but i J i sn ’ t  

■  m p o s s i b 1 e . ”

PnT^nsTlTrWhe111113 ûB:n|5
• i|« B l> a rta n  In v n m a t iB |^ ^ ^ ^ T  I  
id verse v ! i t i ons , 

the B||gm was able to  record 17 
f r k f i t - p f f iS B f throughoigo..,
the | | ^ |
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successf u 1 v a u I t  a t the o n 1 y 
home meet o f the  season. Smith 
wn the event w ith  the  
height o f  3.81 m eters.



SPARTANS’ FAST
START GETS SPIKED

Spartan volleyball team loses momentum after winning nine straight matches

The Spartan volleyball team found themselves in 
a usual place at the beginning of the year when they 
won their ninth-consecutive MSU Showcase title with 
a victory over North Carolina.

“The tournament really helped us in preparing 
for the Big Ten Conference schedule,” Cathy George 
said. “All of the teams we faced challenged us in 
their own ways, and it provided a great learning 
experience for our team.”

The team was unable to grasp the concept of 
losing. They won nine straight matches while winning 
the Cleveland State Invitational, the UIC Invitational, 
and the Clemson Classic. The 12-0 record for the 
Spartans was their third best start to a season in 
program history.

“[Senior Mischelle Nelson] had solid play to begin 
the season,” George said. “She added kills in clutch 
situations and put the ball down when needed.”

After the fast start for the women, the team then 
dropped eight of their next 10 matches to begin the 

Text : I j b ' t t  Berth'ülfe Big Ten season before winning their next two home
B t f f :  Ei i s i  Lefere games in straight sets against Iowa and Wisconsin.

Dgwi'n: Brendan Prost Unfortunately for the team, they only won

Cathy George ta lk s  w ith  
the- te  itn a f te r  the Ncv. 14 win 

ft  a9a in s t Purdue. Th is  was G eorge®  
f i f th  season as head coach a t MSU.

;yenne VanDerSteen ana 
jua  i or Al 1 y-:on iaraba d i ve fo r  a bal I a y a i nst Purdue . Haiffil lePtheB^m 

wit. h 515 d igs d u ri ng the season.

one more match, a straight set victory against 
Purdue, to finish the season 17-15. In the final 
home game of the season against number 12 
Minnesota, seniors Vanessa King and Mischelle 
Nelson were honored for their four years of hard 
work and were recognized as the first recruiting 
class of George’s to graduate.

During the season, sophomore Natalie Emro led 
the team with an average of 10.65 assists per set, 
and King finished the season with a team high of 
1.05 blocks average per set.

On Nov. 29, the Spartans found out that they 
would be competing in their third NCAA post-season 
tournament. They were set to face No. 13 Kentucky.

The team lost in straight sets, but Emro tallied 32 
assists, and junior Allyson Karaba led the team with 
18 digs.

“I think that the last game was a summary of 
our season with its ups and downs,” King said. “We 
would get ahead, let them come back, get up again 
but then let them finish with the win. This was the 
last game of my career, but I will be back to help out 
the younger girls reach their potential.”!-



Varsity Sports: Volleyball
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■SCORFROARD
Event Outcome
Southern C a l i f o r n i  a w, .3-1
A l lany w, 3-0
NorthlCa r 3l i na w, 3-2
Sy r a l u l e w, 3-2
Cleveland State w, 3-1
CIeveland State w, I t o
Diquesne w, 3-0
Georgi a «State w, 3-0
UIC w, 3-1
Firman w, 3-0
C Tenis on w, it 2
Piesb y te r i  an w, 3-0
Pirdue L, C3rl
Ondiana L, 3-1
| l  1 i n «Sa w, 3*- 2
Nterthwe$tern w, 3-1
Wi s'cons i n L, 3-0
Iowa L, 3-0
Ohio State L, 3-1
Penn -Sflfte L, 3-0
M i I f i  gan L, 3-0
Mi nnesota 1 9 3-2
Iowa W, 3-0
Wi sconsin w, 3-0
Noifthwestern L, 3-1
TI lyno i  s L, 3-0
I n n  n a L, 3-2
Pur dire w, 3-0
Mi elfi gan L, 3 - 2
Mi nnesota L, 3-2
Penn State L, 3-0
Ohyo State L, H  c;
Kentucky L, 3-0
Senior N a ta lie  EmB sets the b B l  to  an

1299 se t a s s is ts
thrgftgh ’but

ROSTF R
Name
Kyndra Abron 
Amy Dent 11nger 
E l i zabe th  Egerer 
N a ta l ie  Emro 
Ay•y son K a r a b a 
Mandi #araba 
Vanessa King 
Ayexi & Mathew^;:
,Mische l le  Nelson 
Ni cole Peter 
Jen i lee  Rathje 
Megan $l|h,a'tzlM 
Cheyenne Va nlper Steen 
Carl i Wel ler  
BeccalZi a » $

Cl ass 
Sophomore 

Frelnman 
Fifes oman 

Soshomgre 
J S i  o r 

Freshman 
Senior 

Freshman 
Seni or 

un i or 
Sophomjfre 

J u n i o r  
Freshman 

Sophomore 
Sophomoire

TheRpartanS,’ f rontBöw gœB f »
E  b lock [ | S B t  Purdue 
F ® l d  Œ  N o w  Î4». TheB f e r t a r la
success iu l1 y compìeted 2 7 6 .5 'b locks 
dá¡n B ¡| the season.
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HARD 
DAY’S WORK

Wrestlers work to stay competitive every day

Senior Franklin Gomez tried following up a memorable 2008-09 National 
Championship with something even more memorable, a repeat championship.

Unfortunately, Gomez could only wrestle his way to a third-place finish in 
the NCAA Wrestling Championships in Omaha, Neb.

“The respect the crowd showed felt good,” Gomez said, “ I feel like it was a 
good way to end my career,”

Gomez’s coach, Tom Minkel, could not agree anymore.
“He is one of the very best,” Minkel said. “He’s had a spectacular career 

and he’s just such a fine young man.”
After three open invitation tournaments to begin the season, the Spartans 

opened up with a 26-9 decision in their first match play against Eastern 
Michigan. The team got off to a quick start with wins by red shirt sophomore 
Ian Hinton at 174 pounds and redshirt sophomore Tyler Dickenson at 197 
pounds. Gomez, who wrestled at 133 pounds, also helped the team close out 
Eastern Michigan with a victory.

“It was an excellent team effort tonight,” Mikel said. “We had some tough, hard- 
fought matches, and I think it was the best team effort we’ve had in some time.” 

Following the victory of Eastern Michigan, the wrestlers faced an up and 
down Big Ten season. They received losses against Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa, 
Penn State, Ohio State and Indiana, but collected victories over Michigan and 
Purdue. They finished seventh with 68.5 points in the Big Ten Tournament.

“We wrestled very, very hard as a team this year,” Minkel said. “The Big Ten 
Tournament was very successful for us in a lot of ways.”

| ^ g r a E \ i > F ra n k lin  Soni|g; 
qu ick ly  takes down h i s IjjSrdtte opponent, 

n is l | s  w iS  a B - l  a i  
Gomez had H B H H H H i  for f l  

2010 NCAA championship.

■SCORFROARD
Event Outcome 
l a t t e r n  Michigan W, 26-9 
West V i r g i n i a  W, 24-9 
Minnesota L, 18-16 
| ]  1 i noi s L 23;-12 
Mi lh igan  W, 17-15 
i lwa L, 3§-0 
Purdue W, 20 •-13 
Penn State L, 26-12 
Ohio State L, 30-7 
Indiana L, 24-15 
Bi giTen iChampi onshi ps. 6th 
Big Ten Chanipionshi ps 7th 
NCAA Championships 18th

■ ¡ ■ i f  Gomez takes  down a Minnesota
wrestle r.  Gomez went on tp -take third a - 

t  h e N C A A W rest  1 ing Champ ionsh l|§,:
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Class
J u n i o r  

Sophomore 
Freshman 
F reshman 

Junior  
r-iSeni or 

'Siphomo re 
Freshman 
Fyeshman 

Sophomore 
Flelhman 

Sophomore 
Seni or 

Freshman 
FrSshman 

' | |ohomore 
: r-shman 

slphomore 
Juni  or 

Freihman 
Siphomo re 

Freihman 
Freshman 

Se a 
Siphomo re 

Freshman 
~Cgenior 

Sophomore 
Freshman 

Junior
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Name

| p i n'or Franklir Gomez cont 1 nues h f t9 § § ^ l  
« f f læ çu t i  ve match wi f f itn ia  * 
major decision over Thane Antczak. Gomez 
improved his r to 13-0 for

Freshman Dan Osterman took down &rdu;e  
opponent Juan Arte i le f f i ' lf i th  
wi n . T h i s  noH h I Ü b  Dan -h:lH 18th w l®  
of th e v a ia M M W i

Varsity Sports: Wrestling

Eric'  A f te r s  on 
Steve Andrus'S? 
G|anlLAnkney 
Jeremiah Aust in  
Ben Boudro 
*|yl e B o u n d »  
David ifheza 
Bryant C ra f t  
Zach Cyim 
Tyl e i  Di ckenson 
M k e  Domanski 
C  o l 1 i n ^ o  z i  er 
F rank l in  Gomez 
Josh Flarper 
John' Flebert 
Ian Flinton 
Neif; H jt K i |  
Gutranpaicobs 
Anthony Jones J r .  
N Bf» Kaczanowski 
P y i l i p  K » z e |n  
Brenan Lyon 
Michael McClure 
A l i n  O’ Donnell 
Er i c  01 anowsik :
Da.n Osterman 
Nick P a 1 i jt e r i 
Joe H i z q a l 1 ah 
Lev i l s tace  
Joey Trombj |

Text: | i l y  Berthume 
Jenn ife r  Garavaglia, AlipsaHane- 

Dej|:ign: J e is ic a  Haffyard
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After spending four or 
more years immersed 
in the diverse culture 
offered at Michigan State 
University, each senior 
class is released from the 
confinement of campus to 
share their experiences 
and knowledge with the 
rest of the world.

Each of them sharing 
one common goal of 
advancing knowledge and 
transforming lives.

Upon their departure, 
we recognize their 
accomplishments, and 
forever remember them as 
our leaders, mentors and 
friends.

As a new chapter begins 
in each of their lives and 
new paths are travelled, 
seniors, with their newly 
acquired alumni status, 
will always remain pieces 
of the greater MSU 
community. ■



Marwa Ada we 
idei gdèlsberg;' 

Fe¥x Adlsæutrfi 
Iqbal Adjâ'o 

Alexander Ian Adrian 
Brandon K. Agee

Moie Agocs 
Rafghav A fff iR l 

SÎgtlfigraœ ! 
Joseph Ahlqùlst 
htlaatie Ahmed 
Talfe Aklnwuml

Ahmed AlUdulhai 
Antonia Aladjiva 
Alexandra Alberi 

JeffreyAlent 
Marvva Afiskafi 

Megan Al^Sndet

Maigplm Alexander-Neal 
Ibrahim Omar AlfahF 

Shaimah Al-Failakawl 
Mogdad Alhajji 
Abrar Aihusaln 

Brad. DouglrlsAllen

' iennffêüAllen, 
KpseyAllen 

Paul Allen 
Jllllan Alilsdn 

K.nared S. Al-mansour 
Basheer Almattar

gl||Sagul AbdikalikSa 
Ranä^E\bdllmajeed 

Muar«er||bdurahmanojlc 
Estender Melese Aberra 

Kathleen Abojfd 
Kamel Abulfaraj

Andfigs# J Ä  Adams! 
Ashf^P Lauren Adams! 

Brenda L Adarris 
Jejiica K Ada?«]

l \ « erinël damsl
Mralre'^damus.
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Senior Portraits
tarlB §pnehdpi 
Megan Almendlnga 

^Mwafa Al-Naser 
Effie Alofoje 
Tina L. «nzo);

Meirgul Alpysbay®a 
AbdulaBzMusebif Hamad 
Al-Saien
MuCcrcn Mohammad A|shaBn 
P)hn<AithauaH 
ftrahaaiSrson 
A ffle d  A!-Yaqub

Alexandra 
Pay I Amatyakul 
Jared Ambrojjer 
Bryant^nderson 
Caitlin Andersgli1 
M hleeri Emily And|;rsoh

Keith An<|j|p®n 
Kerprar^dersgn 
M attlH a l). Amerson 
{^egar^ndersgn 
Rachel Andgr^op 
Stephen A iilrs o n

Nichole Anders<^gVhltlnger 
HBhevieve April Andress;" 
yppje Andre«Sĵ jja 
p lrne  Andrzejg^Skl 
p i lre k fu j^pn ta ya  
Cl 'e..: ta Antwn-.

Afthlkazu Agno 
Francata Aragona 
Marie Arac 
Jà i^ ^ rerf&a 
Stephen ; rmstrmg 
Ugather Arnold

Miles Arnold 
Namlta Arora 
Shristjne Artz 
Samantha Ash 
Kaille Ashcraft 
Whitney Ashford



Matthew Duane Asm us 
Timothy Aspinall 
Mikhail V. Assafov 

Jeffrey Michael Astrein 
M eg®  A t& ia  

Patrick Najah Atisha

Kayliegh Atkari 
Scott Atkins 

D an ie ikk inson  
Yejin Auh 

David A f jr ill 
Alexander James Azizi

Maegan Azzopardi 
'la rah  RcMe Ba|h 

Lb : Backui 
Angela Bader 

Kyung Deuk Bae 
Natalie Baer

Joshua Bahen J  
Rabia Baig 

Kevy: Bailee 
C a nd a ll M.Bain 

•Catherine Bair 
Charles A. Baird

Max Baisel 
D erekflm es Baker 

Sasarej Balfflthandran 
,, Sarah Ann Ballman 

Hasani Gamba Bandele: 
fflBang

W hitney Banks 
Teresy l ) Bara be 

Bri l f fB ara
C hris ta |»pha n ie  Marie Barnes 

ElizabethmamM 
Andrew Barnhart

Kalen R. Barnhart 
J.Wesley Barrett 

Terry Barrett' 
Jo rd jfi Barry 

Thomas Barszcz 
jJ je p h  Barth
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Senior Portraits
Allison Bartlett 
Christopher Barton 
E m i Bartoslk 
Kyle Bateman 
Ashley Amanda Bates 
Andrea Antoinette Batshon

Alana Baudd 
-Jacqueline Baugh 
Domotique Bail! 
Lindsay Bauman 
Aaron Bazzell 
Raqiael Bazzy

Darvyjh Beacham 
King D. Beach (Jf 
Alexander Beachum 
Andrew Beagle 
Kphryn Bdjfitel 
-Alexandra Becker

Brad BMkér 
[ignnah R. Beesley 
Darkhan Beisenbay 
Dequlndre Sequía Bell 
James Bell III 
Kaitlyn Belllngar

Philip Benedict 
Amber Bengtson 
Jasmine Bennett 
StaeJ f lfn nett 
,Amÿ'Benson 
liana Benson

Justin Benson 
Molly M. B||son 
Jeanette Beiiie  
Jacqueline Berdasco 
Kphryn Be.r.gln 
Michael Bergmann

Mialael Berkowitz 
P y rdamÉernard 
Michael Bèrtape¡fe: 
William Berti 
Brandon Bertrang 
Nicole Berz.,



^ M i a i n e  Betts Jr.
H  3wn 1 2 1£3

Maya < Bhardwaj 
KimberlyfÀn®6Bielend|; 

D äid H g elS v  
i lw n y  Bitting®

'Mais Blajir 
Michael Blair 

Eric Blake 
f’farah L Blakifty 

Susan iee<BlalHl 
Bryan B ias

KatH inm herese BtfUfarz 
^BelSfck D « ™ t B IÄ .

Jane BldQfft 
^ f l l f f r 3 Blundy 
Cand t ■. | S 0 |

Sitifisa Bober

Jcfteph B ochin«  
Rieka Boehmer 
ElizabSh 
Niî oiaftigSrt 

Kateryna Bogdandv'a 
Mauræn Bohr

H ß B K icE  
r.'^y@handa Bolander 

§W fehirle|®|iem  
Nicole l oiincj 

Brian-Jâffês Bollmah 
Frank Anthony Bommarito

V fiftn t Bfijlffl:. 
Sy n o eq u iä Ca p ri ce » o h a  

Brantìbn Bo»er 
J§Ë| Bo'rfSSi 
R H ^H uor| 
Nicholas Bott

H l l r w n  Botti ng 
-RoS Boulvvare 

Sara BöSerl 
NiCholafÉSdyd 

Alicia Marie Boyeri 
lan M. Boyle
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Senior Portraits
Katherine Bradburn 
Caitlfn Bradleygi| 
Jill Bradl^Mgi 
Vanessa R. Bradlty 
IfshleyK. Brady 
Vadim Brand

Kac: Brander 
Par||MJ Brandom 
K ale Brahg 
Apanda Bra^iSckj 
NicoL Brantley 
Katie Brashjtr

Patrick Breen 
iOJatha’p A. Brèljak 
Brittany Lin Bremenour 
piijtlin Brennan 
C^RndraErewlfer 
.Andrea Brldson

Ibn ithan  Brier 
Rocha • Briggljman 
Christiwlrinker 
Sa ra«B rock! e h u rst 
J#oh|:rbderi;«, 
Darla Brooks

Brittany Brookshire 
Jacqueline Brosius 
^ABinib7ĉ »)wn 
f|od,y BroB?0B* 
Lffllie Bretyyn 
M l|h® l Br^wt

Mitchell Brown 
# # e ip lj!3  ro wn 
Sarah Lynn Brlfei 
gcharita Bro«n 
Teresa M. Sawn 
V^pheay Brown

Jamarr B ro ^ H »  
Kyle BrSkner 
Maahew Brush 
Julia Bucklan 
Darcie luckier 
B lan 0. Bljkley



Bryan Frank Budds 
ErimBuerger 

Cassandra Bu <e.r 
Lucinda Burcham 

Erin Burke 
Kathryn Bugs

Maryanna'M. Burleson 
NicoleD. Burns 

Chœey Donn i |S t  
Ö ^harde Burton 

Emily Burwinkle 
Khadija Bush

¿ a ifa 'in ButleV 
EmilpButterfield 

Latia Butté; 
! eklysha Renefe Byrd 

Thomas Byrnes 
"5pi®thil;.igbel lo

Sândy|faiÉ§fe 
Michael Paulpabot 

Tam ili Shamese'Cage 
Âarïlss Lynn Cain 

^ | ls h  a ntéJOa I hou n 
JeJre^Camarr|

■ p c b tt Camofield 
Khori:iftnnonyiS§/in 
CatriceïCanty-Popi 

, „.-(Ehristina Capoferi 
JosephlBj|ence Morale!

Cardenal
Am^Bripn

Nicole Terelparlini 
^ :ftephanié'€arlisle 

Stephanie Carlsorl 
Fduard. Carmona '. eves 

Abigail Carpinter 
Sharmario Carr

Ste p h a nigferr 
Ri ca rd o Ca rra lero‘-Rod ri | f | |®  

A lex an d ra Ä rrH  
Joseph Maxwell (flrrion 

■Eliza:bJ|h Carflll 
>P§eth|S|rter
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Dawr^|nSva 
Ktí¡sten¿ergnuj|® 
D&iel Merlotti 
Louis Ccrvone

LarissIlChakarS/a

Kpli Lois Chambers 
Mazentghammcut
U n  Chaná^jpg
Ji Chang
Tinglan Chaiii’iJ B  
Megan MariaChapin

Bret G h arb o¡¡fa^ | 
I t i l i  N. Cha||mton 
Brandal (¿base 
TáMC'hawn^’l 
Lucan C haftéd eH  
LigbethChavCTB

Katie Cheek
OngelChen
Dar el Chen .
H lK h e n
Jia Le (Jackfmhffil

K #ir|a |en
Po-|©Sl (NicholafflChen 
YuncongChen 
Jack Cheng 
A nthonyfih^pr 
I An Chiang

Senior Portraits
Brittany Aleepljflarter 
Marc©iCasadIi 
Megan-Elizabeth Casa 
M W elle Casey - 
Pablo Castellón 
Lffiehziiftstillo

ElS),eth (Jlstro 
Hhristopher C | l»  ■ ■
Jfflsica®|ton 
Michelle Giyanagh 
ièhase William^lifford Cawthornl 
Frank C e j jH



||en u ® u i Yiu Chiang 
M ^zu  Cheng Chien 

Êftunyiw ëChi rpiga 
Bennett C ™  
Boraîiipüh  ̂

Hyoli Cho

Namyfein Cho 
Yoon Kyung C h i  
Chanycung Choi; 
ChingMan Choi 

JoonhoW^ 
Kendall AnnifihristeWin

Kai Christiansen 
fiRanyährita 

YipWiao Chuang 
i a t e itlinChulhran 

Dae Chun 
Randal Audrey Cieslak

^ ^ p h a n ie  CiJIEs-ki 
Nicole Qiiette 

Rôberlfflinningd'r 
Glplpmo Cimm l ine 

Alexandria Marie Clae 
RgiMCIigH

Alexandra Gark 
n-Carmer. Clark 
Jaills'D. Clark 

Janiece C la || 
■SBlrn c a Clarill 

Kathryn C lap

Melftafflark 
Meghann ElizabethPla» 

AndHpihe|grwate|| 
itötlhantllj Cfeveland 

B|fron|llirïfe 
Mychal Codke

Kelby[@offeH 
Lisa Mich||leffl®e 

Ashley M. Coleman 
■ B a h  <p)le*i®n 

Cynthia Coliiip l  
Lillian fjollins



KimberlyCbmstock 
EmilvMicfm ja Coning 
¡ ¡ ■ ¡ 1  q |®  n gjfc w 
piann.-£»©nner 
JohnBipiolly - 
IB ie m llo d B B

ìriah l^H B ; 
Chantalt^rak 
Heather Cooke 
S@p h i e,.M. Qao perl 
Monte Cooper Jr 
Cori n ngH w ellnd

Nicole Corg/eau 
Emil Ccggman 
StephanieHptigan 
Cynthia Cotton 
Para Cottrill 
BerSnuin fioxytf

Lid|a AnnHS 
Kajl!y i|li?amer 
Maw.ei:Gran#ll 
grika Kathleenglranmer

Debt • a Crawford

¿ÌM ÌIÉ  Ctagf§> rd 
Matthe\A|^^Sffd 
Bonnie Crirri 
HbcSy tÀ M m k ft:

N i|jiH Iru tcher 
Se I ina?,Cruz

■^lexCumming's 
Jlfc niCu m minis:??:-.? 
Charlotte Cunningham 
phristina Ann^flurell 
Coldie Currie 
KrisJ|||Curri;§t

Senior Portraits
ShJgjtae Collins 
ThofaaMiplIins 
Jennifer Colton 
Nicholas-Combes 
Hilair|rt|||mmans 
Kayla C©mst|Kfe



An® R# tiip
VaneljfflCyrus 

Haul Artur<$fpacomba Toim 
Sara Dahms 

Steven Dahn

| B n  Dame 
Je^pa Dancy 

Halley Danford 
Greg®/Jo-eph Daiiel 

Kyvaku D 'alB vbearn  
DaminicPamergn Daqu-ana

D re® DarlinJI 
H lh a u n  Darling 
Hrittanie Darlsell 

Clare Darnell 
Edv»rd: Daugs! 

P. Pamela DavlB

Davis 
A lla n  Davis 

11
De'mwia ISvis 

Jamia Mar]|awna Daffl: 
L a t i i l i  L. D a w

LaTr|fe L. Da\fl 
Nathaniel Davis!

Rya^ Davis] 
Shara M. Davis] 

MicheffiafeaMRI 
Falasha Dawkins

Marcelg;Dl|astro 
Amand j  
CristingDedafoe 
Dominic Deflorio 

I ®  [Bfo;tiW: 
Amber DeGroat

Joseph Deguisl 
Adam Delay 

Maparpl Delong 
Ssffiyn Deluna 

Mollvp l t v iiit 
j R m hary Denes
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Senior Portraits
R^Pall Denison 
Me^an-DjPree 
William De Ramus 
Elizabeth Devine 
Tlassy Je
Daniela Nicole Diacdno

Sheree Dial 
Michael Dials 
Samantha K. Pickei/B 
Alyssa Christine Didio 
Abbey J. Dienes 
Davi<®. Diggs

Alesia Dillingham 
Jessica D iM arziqH  
pristina M.llinsmore 
Awxandra Dingerno:. 
PillaM Dinverno 
Sarah Elizabet™Dionne

Alysia Jfpzinski 
Emily D is ^ ^ fe f  
Mark Dixlp 
¡¡ertrude D jo u ^ B | 
B ie  John DobbrasSne 
StaciaDodgson ■:>

Katiy™D®ert;̂ H 
Karen Domeier 
M ichel Glenn Domina 
Margarett D fllldson  
^Bphanie D o n d l|IS | 
Caitiin Jo® Donnelly

Rebecca JBpfn nelly 
Bamanthawnn Dorè 
Ashlinrywrnan 
ro|fpiellEb®ski 
Jennifer D o v ^ H  
MelaifllDdvitz

Theresa Dow 
Adrianne Downing 
S ta r^ S  L Drab 
Jessica Drew 
.Eric J. Driskel 
Wric Dropkin



MarcKtephen Dubowski 
Martin Dudek 

Yael D |H | 
Diiyn Duffey 

Ellie Anna DuflS!

MBfaebDuFr^fe 
AdamBiton Duk^ 

■HatirerfSQlac 
SfUiara Dulfdjin 

J# n n ie  Lee PefifaDunford 
^ r a h S e y  Dunninn

Kathryn Surkee 
H e  Dysarz 
LlSraflpk 

®indr^SDziuda 
$»®§ara'h Earl 

|fnn-ManeBarl|

amar Easley . anie-lfs 
Rebecca Ebeling 
Sioar^pbersole 

Chelsea Eble 
Reed Ebnrliyer Jr. 

Sean M ichel Bdgllton

N ¡colas iEd ling 
BMrffery jfflmonda 

D s tin y l. Edilardj 
JosSph Ed$|irds 

Tiffany A. E dw ^ft 
Kristen ttibisHRchorn

Natalie Eidenier 
Katherine’Eimers 

Bradley Eiser 
Julia Eldridge 
Tairier Elfalll 

Wissam Elfallal

Tarah Elhffdan 
Nicho!§sJ|lli|i 

R e *  Sson  
Kimberly Eiffel I 

Michael Engstrom 
Ashley Ennil
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Senior Portraits
fjillian Ann EngSgaj l  
Adam Erikson 
Melissa'Kathryn Eric^gn 
Lisa E r m * J |
Rache! B l^ h e n b a c h e rl 
Bethany tvans "

Qaricha Evans 
DeMarcus«|nsi 
RmalÆp ^ ns. 
Melanie E \H s t  
Ja n a  E wërsïd 
Dani I anning

Maher Rarah 
Ruba Fa rah 
Anna Fardell 
Tia D,%rmea 
Jusfjp Fast 
Kevii®££j|i. î

Rpfhel Feinberg'i-^. 
Alexandra Fergus II 
C ffl/ia fe rç iÂ i 
Jennifer fedito 
DaM-Feipéri 
Elizabeth Ferry

Erika Fifelski 
Lisa MaripFiglan 
Matthew Figurski 
Richard Filaski 
E|p|FiKlora 
Brac eyj ischer

Diagli Luke F isch e*  
llmandaM/nn Fisher 
JacquelineMsher 
Jeffrey ËHÉ|r 

Fisher 
Brittany Flack

MattheApleming 
Erin Lynn Flepiming 
BarŒ etcher 
KjBftM- ElelcheaHj 
gduren Brittany Fliehman



RyafflMattHiiw Flint 
AshleyH '•
Hcl̂ ®lorek

JenellaM. Flowers 
MelIttRFloyd 

Emilyiplynn
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Fatlma Foflonker 
iÂ a n rê l Fogaffity 

Krystle ll'rbes 
Cambrlefffew 

Derrick W êfney  
Amanda L. Forshey

Anna Filter 
Bradford Filter 
MÉMFaK iel 

Angela Fox 
Emilla'iFrancKl 

brriily Francia

Jane F » n »  
pm pthy Franciscd 

Evan Frank 
^ ^ S r e «  Frank 

illcas: Fratta 
RäShel’Ftaw ®

Kirshana Frazier 
Gördon FredeÄ s  
Stephanil|gÊdHira 

Po u |tn &  M. Free m a n 
Ka lB  FBpnan 

Mirdy Freeman

fei?f®ra R fêltS  
I^Shlewrench 

Gabriel Aaron Friedman 
Alys%a Froilo 

M eg^l FroSm 
• Paul Fu<wp

Sarah Elizabeth Gabier 
JonathfM fbruk  

Monica Galnel 
Natalie tiaiar 

KatiMpalant 
Bradleypale



Senior Portraits
Nicholas A. Galea 
Lindsay GaliotP 
Brois’lpGSlagher 
fffrit G am all^H  
David G arrrb^H  
Emily Gannon

Emilio Garcia 
Luis Alfredo Garcia 
Ashley Gardhouse 
Kiiijeisha Garrett 
Megan D. Garrett 
Brittney L. GarrlsM

Genesis Garza 
FaikGasI 
Tlffanypaston 
Joseph Stewart Gaus 
KesSf Geer 
Thomas Gelgert

rahristophäiA/. Gellnas 
Nicole Genaw 
Alex Gentile 
Jeff Genung 
Christine Lynn Gjgprg© 
Maria George ;

Jeffrey Gepper 
MichBe Gerbllck 
Amelia Gessner 
Melissa Geiz 
Melissa Ghlslaln 
RStana Gholaml

Vanessa M aifj Gibspn 
LaleyGlffifs 
Danl Giles 
AmarpremGIII 
Stefanie Gill 
ShardeÉ§|iam

Elisa GlHIes
Brittany Krlsfanne Glllllland 
Shawn G illing im  
Stefanl||Giombettl 
Lauren-Gwens 
RifeWülanert



. Melinda Glller 
Jasmyn I 1 

Michael Glass 
■ P a u  IH Giass’ 

Ka M plleason 
Nathaniel Gleeson

LouHSlinzak 
Brian Goldberg 

Marin D. Goldberg 
Michael Goldstein 

EiÆnftonzaled 
Andie Lee Gonzalez»;

Pedro M. Gonzalez 
Lindsay Dianne Goodall 

M n g  G cffd m S  
JâtquelBp®rch  

Marisa Gorgon 
Matthew Gôïris!

'ScoLt Gms 
ronathan Gougem  

Daniel Gough 
Patii;«Ryan Goulet 
Susan Kay Graham 

Laura o Grant

Sara G'ra|||ln 
Shane Graves 

Marla Greanya 
Alina Glgin 

Breanna Armandaff re e l 
Meagan Marieffreen

Hilary Rose Greenberg 
Làifihn Renee Gr®nffl 

Kain^reeni» 
Alexander Greenst«i 
Cligstopher Greenup 

AustimGregory

Bridgette R. Gregory 
Lau^mPrenzicKi 

Danielle Grice 
Rachel E. GriJgmer 

BradEy Griffin 
MarwHriffin
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Senior Portraits
Meghagjìriffìn 
RäÄelpriffin 

Bpel'Griffith - 
N|ii;sÄ(3rihm 
Z ||k j|r im e  
Laura Grindem

Ashley Vanètta Groggins 
Barah Grojean 
K/hitney Granai 
James Grove
¡¡¡radley Randafcrunewald 
Brittni ®unow

.Vieredith Gruszka 
Kfi|hael Gerard Gruiiynski 
Ghengjie Gu 
AnthonvpB»«gi|a : 
H eatlir  Guenther 
Daniel G «fallii

raourtney GuinaraM 
James f i t w k  (Su i S  
ÉfanfESpuo  
Bhenwei G l»
Bwll Gurziek 
OlfatPushgari

Elisabeth Gustafson 
Saräfl.HuthrieH  
Ashle^Gutoyyski 
llou rtne JMitövBki 
Elizabeth Gutowski 
Patffiyn Gyhra

¡§aul I labalewsk;.
||lena Hadjj|har®ambous 
Britni HaerSr 
T^Bshia Haggeg^B 
Bj jB ne Hagist 

Käfliam I lalbower

MaWi H a le « i| 
jJlhua Halka 
Sharrljl Hall 
Stephanie Ann Hall 
Diane-Hamilton 
Jennifer Hamilton



SpymphonyBamiltÉrtsi 
H i ©  La Han 

Daniel i iry 
Ji^p n g  Han 

Seungel ejai lan 
Chavae Monique Haney

Christopœ|HattoH 
|« th e r in e  ilâœrt-y 

s'.-Sonfflvkins  
H g ra n t Hayes 

Ryan Hayes 
TiJ|;oth|jHayniJ|

Amanda Hazergian 
M ] l l ln |B h lë S  Hazzard 

Netkeitha Marié Kl'êath 
Britt Œ garty  

AnthonllHeidt 
’ôslaren: ffelfrick

Krystal Haney 
KSidace Hansen 

'Katie Haii^™  
SaraSanthorn 

Katheane Haraf 
Christine Harder

Christopher Scott l i r tS r  
»S tephanie Harter 

M atthe«H argi| 
Brittn^piiàçlald 
t- ‘'Sara: Harriŝ  

Courtn /Simonefl/iarris-McKay

Karl; Harshe 
Justiffe H a|| 

Megan Llizabe' tiHart 
\|jror H.irtV 

jjgjséara'h H artn^  
^Btephanie Hasley

David J. HassellSc 
Amanda R. H!äHen’|e r  

Sigfih Hflsinger 
Stephanie Hasty 

lÿenjamin Ronald Hatala 
Lindsay N® |le H a tfii
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Senior Portraits
Deedra Heltofi 
Ticara Donay Hen|iief' 
Courtney H e n d #  
Jessica Hf|nd ricks 
Ryan I lend risks'
Jessica L^Bniaiig

Charity H e g H »  
Jessica Jjlensle^B  
Mary Herbst 
Andres Hernandez 
Ryan Herffandez 
Nicole Herrington

Daniel Hibler 
frarencji Hickman 
A m a® a Hicks 
Hhloe Hillson 
■ p fH ill  
Frank Hill

Jennifer Hill
L*don S i
Kaitlyn J. Hinman 
Megumi Hirohafa: 
Kayli Hirsty 
Claire Hoaglfffdb;

Megan D an ie tH lo b a^ B  
Mirapel fjpban
Justin Robert George Hodgins 
Lauta Hod®
Allifln Hoensheid 
Haitli™»jnacki.

M i t c h e 11 H o I a I y 
Cathryn Hollands 
C jp ln  Hoi lek 
Erin Hollemans 
HharissS*Hollett 
M aryyflSst*

’febeKafflolloSay 
Alesala M. Hollowell 
EMirBp dmes 
Raleigh Holmes 
Hhri-sUne Honer 
Spuria Hong



Soo^iraÄng 
'fllilbum Sîephen Hong 

Michelle Hopkins 
Elî M h :Höppe 
Michael Horgan 

Justine L. Horitski

Jason H orw itz  
K^ìjthJ^^piton 
M lc h a e lK |H  

Anthonymfcusley 
H K t l iy  Houston 

Bridget H b lB d

Justin Howe 
BrándcjÉaSHRll 

Kathenne^l'ewJ'ett 
Bditany Nichole H o y »  

Andrew Hruby 
infMallorie Hsieh

WerChienwillBtti) Hsu 
Wen-lÿHsiâ 

D a »  Huang 
Nicole Hubbard 

Racglll Marie Hubbard 
Rendell LeeBlbbaB

Kaitlylftfluddas 
ASIey Hugh®  
James H ughs  
Läiiren Hughel 

Timar D. H lg h b i 
áSS'dlBw Huhn

M a tti® / J- Huie 
Stephen; Hukili 

Välprie T.Jffidpienik 
H R n e lle  Humljs 

Jtslfea H up^ËI 
Daniel I lu'mpnries

Molly Hunsbergra 
Janiero munter 

Matth- ^Hunter 
Kenneth Huston 

Latoshia Hjfftt 
Ellen Elizabeth Hystead



Senior Portraits
Elizabeth Idemudia 
Def j l i pff 
Tiffa'jifl Ingram 
ZaneMp hunia Inpower 
Ijarah F. Iqbal 
¡Ihristopherdrl^M

Elijah Isaguirre •
Erikll l l l on 
BriB p I sh Jr.
Matthew Christopher Iwanski 
I I ®  ike  lyi 
Amber Jablonski

Dion Jacffipn 
Rasljpl Jackson 
Vom ica J f |« in  
||sm in  )affer-Jonc|| 
Nicoledakubo.’.ski 
Amanda Jaraeip >

Brett p n e j  
Daniel Janicki 
Bethany Jared 
Heath e»l a rod^iaH 
Michlwlarrett 
Martinez D a » n fc r ®

Iwgnaka JayJterden^M  
Sang Je < 
i ion Jemis. •
Dorothy Jenicke 
Cassandra M a p  Jenkins 
Barrali Jenkijp.jr.

Ebony?ShaYlene Jennings. 
Alisha Jensen 
Brittany Jean J e n s jijH  
Eric Roland Jensen 
Matthew JerryJH 
C ou rtn iM p n ig

Jung J i^ H  
•\M|ig ' goziai 

ffla.egeun Jo 
I S R i  Johnson 
Andrew Arthur jghnson 
Brittanie Johnson



Haitiin Ánn Johnson 
MaEJohnSpn 

Markeisha Johnson 
PatrieeB. J o s te n  

Sha n||Johnson 
Stephanie Johnson

Tianä SBohn.son 
Tlffalgy Johnson 

l|ÿanË  Johnston 
■ p i n  Johnlgon 

ordan Joly 
JanaBJohfll

pRpreelsnes 
Maglep R Ä n S  

SaHjtBei 
Stevie L Jones II 

■ re e n y n  Joplir| 
Andrè|f||lslyn

Justin Jdzwlck 
Ashley Diana Jurkgfich 

S lven Jury 
William G. Kady 

Kathaine Káldan 
. BramM. Kaiser

Raphaël Kailis; 
Kayla Kalmbach 
Maria Ka!mba|j| 
John Kamerm» 

Sarah Kamulski 
Justin hSera

H ®  Kang 
Audrey K« « sian 

Kevin MichaelEHkkainen 
Katherine Karl 

NadlraKässymkPalOva 
Mackenzie Kastl

NichiBaflEÉdaras 
MÎquo Kauppi 

Stacey Michelle Kazmiêglki 
LagfiAnn Kew 

Jacklyn Rose Keeler 
Michaefteííeher
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Juliann Kelley 
Meghan Kelley 
Emily Kelly 
j | l f | ,lp.ll'Ji^ 
Nathan Kelly 
Shannon Kellyl

Pif.dn& Kemp 
Christina Keig||ch 
Todd David Kennedy 
CHtlin Kennel 
Elizabeth Ken«n  
Kayla Elizabeth Kernya

Wilma L
Madina Khamzina 

Hémyon ffm  n 
Motaz Khawaj 
Alyn Gladys Kiel 
Jason Kel3&

Alina Kiiiar^B 
DongSik Kim:, 
BwpuHKim 
Hyeri Kim 
Ji Sun Kim 
Kyungmin Km

tMinyepng Kim 
Näwung K iw | 
Seong Jun Kim 
IR m in  Kim 
| S | |  Ah Kim 
fepyepn Kim

lluifg Kim 
Sungwhan Kim 
T S i i n  Kim 
Yeon Kim 
•Young King 
iMBteKim

YikyurS Kim •
T||il E. Kim bel 
rH B |  E. Kirne 
Kirbi King 

Robert K in ^ »  
Konatiwi DavS Klllülnd



igdrieiiiii Kisiibrmk 
La§i|e Kittrell 

Brenna Nkfgle Klaft 
AshraHKIpe 

K§§herine Kline 
Travis* Knfflh

Allison Knopp 
All egra^nw les  

JSicSKhox  
^^&harf|Koan 

Genevieve Kochanny 
nJGrSa R eb el

KatiesKigner 
Mlchelllpphls 

JesSa Kohr 
Kevin Kolas'-oki 

HHpny Kolfs 
■JasHi Koning

|M §|ego ry|R |jb pka 
Marieg lM fa 
K i l l  Kornexl 

EBabeth Koroleski 
jllqueline KoshoBk 

i|§thr>0»s'kij

Luke Kosnik 
Stephanie Kozdron 

j||§ |n  Kozlatek 
a ^ p izarwe K^ina 
^Babrina Kdisej| 

Sjlilra K rfB Ir

M ® a Kreag 
‘ Benjamin Ifemkovy 

' . - l / i f H  Ellen Krieger 
HpnnaBrins'k^l 

Rdpnan Krivocherf® | 
’Rachel A la |le  HarPn Kroening

Nlchola^roll 
tm lly  Kr$m m  
Erin Kruizenga 

Patrick Kuhn 
P i f  hillip Kuhn 

Bryan Kuhr
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Brett Kuipers 

iihristopher Kulesza 
Kirsten Kumpar 
Lindsey KunkeJ 
Wen-Hao Kifliftlfc 
Jennifer E. Kupiec

Jesptaj Kushlgf 
Lina Maria - ustantin 
Kimberiy Kvorka 

•aniejle Lafatàì. i 
Kitty Lam 
;R<yan Lwdau

Àegà Lan^H 
I risba ! angioi: 
David L a * |p  • 
Carolyn La Pian te 
Jacqueline Lapp 
Elizabeth Larsen

Jqs-eph Larsen 
llritt Llifon 
Erica Larson 
BriappaskdàaÉd 
llyie Lautjrer 
Rp.be rtfflaux

Nicolas Lav§Jard 
Mikaelyg Law, . 
lairen R achJ^p iw  
Michael T. Lawren. • 
Randall L a w re ^ ^ S  
M a tt Lazar

DeQfgn Leapjggart 
Mark Andr§S|Lebednick 
Lucmtia | i | b e t t M | |  
Chae Lie 
Da Lee
Do|pgn Lee ,

| la ^ a  « e .
Hoi-Ling Helen Lee 
Hyun Lee 
Jaeeun Lee 
Jinok Lee 
June B



Junghoon Lei 
Junkuk Lei] 

Kyjngmin Lee 
IVlilim Lee 
PcMi Leg 

Sang-KwiinLee

V»os Glfmetril's Lee 
EKtiwdUFlH le 
Youn Soo Lee 

Allison Leemaster 
Brad Leeminfl

Nichole iifeese 
■ iidsey  egacki 

KeisSf Legate] 
Kristin Lehman 

Candice Lehmer 
)avid Lehnert

Nicholas Leichtman 
Laui weidy 

c ^Angelica I eigh 
Mir§#fa LeaoviOi 
Danielle Ifenmm 

I R t t  LeSttrd

JohnettävS. Leonard! 
JaJib M. Lest®® 

Frederick Pak iffli Leung 
r ip fe tth e fl Leverenz 

- Aäfor Levira 
Sc8t»lBit7

Bzabeth LevosinsM 
Adam Paul Letfä’k 
Yilfjia ndon Lev®  

DäwIlSLeÄS! 
Jamis Lewis 

’ Karren D. Lewis

■Katherine Lg/vil 
HpiatthMyeWis 

Je|:a:a Danielle Leys'Jj 
Joann^wng Li 

Mengxue Li 
^KhfenLw|tfi Li
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P'ao Liang
iharljps Mynsli Lieblich 
Brianna K. U ||ens  
Nicole Lijefeki
Tlllfia Marie Woznicki Likavec 
Howard Lim

Jae^euk Um '
Huan Lin 
Jack Lin 
Qianyao iris Lin 
Su Yun Lin 
Erica Ijaniella Linder

Lisa^Lindsey- 
Benjamin Lindstrom 
Amanda R|fh Linzner 
JaeS^plert 
Michael Lippett 
Peter Liu

Xiaozhou Liu 
Trenton B/ely 
Elisabeth Marie Loaimah:. 
Tracey Albertha L«khart 
Epa Lee Loefflej 
Shanetta Logan

Michael LonsqSrry 
§fei.s Lopez 
Hilda AlejandlgLopez 
Jlisiea Matie Lopez 
Caitiin Marie Lorenc 
Kierstin N. Lorence

Elizabeth Love 
Wii@o« ^ ve-ĵ
Ere mell Lowe I 
Adam Lqjson 
Kyle Lub@oH|| 
Jacquelyn L«as

Anthony Lombardi 
Kaitlin Lone
Samantha Bizabeth Lonergan 
Kel|i Long 
Stephanie I ongstaff 
Jbsmine Longwire



Xie Luchen 
.¡sa Lucido 

Kaalfm Lucky 
Kyra jc.y 

Paul Luethy 
Michael Lum

^ ’ndrelifi-undgren 
Amanda LuplolP 

CBtaJlAnn Luther 
i léanna J. Lutz 

Janet Ly lll 
Jasrniht Maben

Ryan Maccombs 
EvafflMacfl 

Laura Mace 
Isabel Machie 

Adam M. MaSer- 
Jf©: Macke|t

Heather L. Mageej 
Meghan E. Magee 

Kristin Magrucer 
KfiCh'ris Mahar 

Kameela Majied 
Khadijah Ma|§d

Ka Mak 
Brandon Malicòat 
J effrey Malki e®fe?

Joseph Maljfe . 
Katie Marie Malrnin 

Ashley Malmsten

Kaitlin Malone 
MlflhaefeMalozie# 
Aleksandr Malykh 

EricBämmoser 
Sarah Mangiapane 

Erica Manopr o

Rebecca Mansfield 
Charles Benjamin Marchese 

Thomas Marcuse 
Tazneem Mfreaia 

BPtephen Mariani 
Andrew Marin
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3 Hip Marino 
Andrea Markham 
Justir||/larks 
¡¡Meph Marotta 
L^arMarshall 
Anson Martenapj

Ashley-Martin 
ÿ lS a l  T.iMartin 
ffevin LaSnay Martin 
Jaob..;Martin 
JuiiaV.artin 
Julio Martinez

KrisSia Martinez . 
Melissa Judith Martinez 
S id n « l e t t e  Martinez 
Etal^yMa^mi 
Edwin: |§asav|ru 
¡¡¡eil Joseph M ig r a n t

Laura Masfgi g 
iBlrJEiMata 
Justyne Eliza M atheni 
Jennifer Matreal 
Emilyl^ÿttox 

Pmanda: Mattson

fflaurpn Maize|le

Kendal Maxwell 
Rebect|ajAnn MayÉr 

jiabrielle Mayes 
Jason Maynard

potoria Mjynar|M^ 
Casey.Miyne 
Kevin D. Maynor Jr. 
Key in Mazor 
|ean M,a|;|rski 
llicholas Mazzoli©;

|ynne,';McArthur 
AlexanWer^j I^Jpllum  
Jegaea Mceailum 
Brent Mqlamck 
Jessi-k) n Marie McCarrcI! 
Ryan Patrick McCarthy



Candis McCas® 
H y a n ia  McConnell 
H »a!ll|M eC orm ick  

Brian Jeffrey McCormick 
Keenan Memirmiel 

Brittney McCull'ers

Janise McDaniel 
Lilailj^cD©rsffl‘ 
Noel McDoMeli 

Janäi McElrÄ  
Carolyn McEv©5j  

Keera McGee

Nicole K. McGowa’if 
Dänp McGreäl 

Brittany Mel nnis 
Lajtlsha Mc k © 

Brandion McKenneyt 
Brandi McKenzie

De'Ja Rae MeKieyll 
Darin McKnight II 

B tefea Mcllughlin 
Tr%|or McLeaS; 

Nicholas McLellan 
Andrew: McMahan

Jacob A. McManus 
Cydney S. McMillon 

Jordiii McNala 
Megan Meade 

TracijfMedrano 
Andrea Mekjian

iseph Meleca 
Andrea Jean Melkus 
Amanda Lee Melnik 

| » n  M e | | l  
Michael Mencott 

Lenessa Men'fesha

Meghan Mercado 
Shannon Merriman 

Lauren Meunier 
PAnthon^Mianecffl 

Maxwell Mianecki 
; 'Danlllle Miieli
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Thomas Michalik 
jaymee Miche|§tti 
Allison Middleton 
Elisabeth Mienkwic 
Matthew Mikus 
Jeslla Miller

Lindsay Celeste Miller 
Malissa M i l »
Olivia Sarah Miller 
Samantha Miller 
Stephanie Marie Miller 
Sieve Miller

Timothy Miller 
Ji Min
AlyspQ. Miner 
lluannan Ming 
Ashley Denise Minter 
Michael Robert Misangyi

Daniei Misch 
Markie I ynn MisiM  
Laura M is jS H  
lonl Miskovich 
Laura S. Mitchell 
Lisa Ann Mixter

BSir-iyMo 
Janna M o erm an ^  
KelHK. Moffitt 
Yahkeema S. Moffitt 
Nur Mohammedakhlar 
Noor Farhanah Mohd Isf

Fakhrur Mohdshaha 
Shelly Moher
Mohamad Yassier Mohmad 
Mohmadkamil 
Fai Mok 
Claudia Molter 
Elizabeth Anne Monarch

Kelly Ann Montgomery 
W ilBm  Monti cella 
Nicole Montila 
Brian Moon 
Amanda Mpore 
Davida M. Moore



Franklin Moore 
Megan Lorin Moore 

Rachel Moire  
Theodore Moran 

Marcos Moreira 
Shannon M orff

Dakota Ross McLeod Morgan 
Kristen Moricl 
jennaSA. Morr 

Michelle Morrova 
Daryl M o se iy  
AshlS^H/lo'ss

Leah M o p  
Morgan Virginia Moss 

Taleshia M o ll  
Adam Motta 

Brlttartf Moultin  
Dalfen M 'S

Dillon Moyer 
AshleyMucha 

jCfraVis M ullii'i 
Estanlslad© Munoz 

Adam Munrlf 
N ic |f# M l||# h

Kevin Murphy 
Sara Danijlle Murphy 

Kathleen Murray' 
Lauren Murray 

Ancfeiee Musfer 
Sarah A. Muszynskl

Artasla Latoya Myers' 
Eric Myers 

Jin A MyGng 
Jonathan J. N ag l 

Merav Nahoom 
Abdjtazlz Najra

Samara Napolltan 
S Sieil Naran 
AmelaNash 

Khilfl I. Nasser 
Catalina Natlli 
Brittney-NS'»
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Sara,;Nìeê jfeit 
Jasmine Nelson 
Inondale Nelson

Lauran M. Newkirk 
NewBlle

.ìlei Ng
ffrigt HuHNguyen 
Hawa Niangado 
|eann Niblock 
Pamela Sue Niehol 
Daniel NickolsM

Michelle^|l:i;ezafeytowsk^ : 
Janelle Noland 
Cameron Nolin». 
A nthgittl. Norlin 
Sarah Elizabeth Northcutt 
Michael N@|p

Ryan N uttà |fe  
Matthew JoJlph Nye 
Gina Nyovane 
Jerome Stephen Nypaver 
RotvO'Brielaffl 
Rafael Robert,Ocamp|*•.,

Michelle Odinma 
Jessica Octjcjijìs 
Chukwuma Okeke 
Dominique A. Oiivarez 
Elizabeth^SS-r 
Etjka Olsen

Josnua Olszewjcz 
Jakul|^|szo®ec 
Narg'z Omarbekova 
Rabiga Omarcva 
ijaitlin 0  eill 
Christina Onyeugbo

DÌ|/id Orban \  
Jennifer ©riandò 
Matthew Orlando 
Sequan Orr 
Krisftia Ortlz 
Katherine O'Shesky



Pauli i f  Osorio. 
Rainelle Idinotuchinonso Osuji 

R y ä |H H ld  
Gregory Otter II 

Aiylng Ou 
Christopher Oulmet

Allen Overton 
Dorothea R. Owens 

Mal|ce oJ Im s  
Shanlka Amina Owens 
Jennifer Lee Pachman 

Lauren Pacliita

Bethany A *  Paczkowski 
Timothy John Paddock 

Alessandro Padro 
Jill Paladino 

>)%ennifer Palm 
Jarett Palmer

Ricky Pannell Jr. 
Nicholas Paola V 

Jay Paquette 
Joseph Paquette 

j8ssi|| Pardon 
Jae Park

M ollB |rkep  
Domenique Andrea Parks 
Jlsephine Louise Parriljf 

LaJean D. Partmon 
Lmiren Pa|ljercf 

^EatquCene-Pasko

Chelsie LeaKssmore 
Jennifer Erin Passmore 

Karishpna Patel 
Kunjan Patel 

■ Meera Patel 
Nipa Patel

De'Marja Kai Patrick 
Shannon Patrick 
Kevin Patterson 

Latoya Pattl f e n 
’••¿/Christian Paulk 

Melissa Paulson
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Derrick Pauwels 
Kendeìl Pawelec 
David Elvis Pawlak 
Emily Pawlak*' 
Danielle Peck 
Kristen Peczynski

Benjamin Pedersen 
Tames Peers 
¡IhuangPei 
Katherine M. Peltz 
Javier Pena 
Bo Peng

Kristen Pennington 
Elisabeth Michelle Pernicone 
Nicholas CPerreault 
James Perrine 
Julia Danielle PerroneM  
Rachel Perry

Kelly Peterspn 
Zac&ry||Petrak  
Joshua Petrini ' 
Amanda Pfister 
D|fyeri Pham 
Thien Phffi^B

Elizabeth Philbim 
pendali Philip 
P arafcn ielle Phillips 
JennifeaPhilljps 
Nicole MariePhillips 
Allison Pianosi

Œ jrtr iè m ’ickarcÿ 
Megan Ewing Pierson 
Stephanie Piette 
EmMjJne#- 

Ireffrelli. Pipp 
C « |tin a  J. Pippen

ftyan Pittrich 
Jennifer Ann Platte 
Christa Pline¿uí‘
.Kai‘.li Piucinski 
Natalie Poirier 
Lindsey Poligoffe



Nicole Dominique Polliner 
. Danielle Pcliey 

Grace ?;' onia 
Kailey P l fe  

©ia^foponea 
Lydia Pooo«ski

fHchaa P d fe m lS  
« A d a m  R. Porter 

Matthew William Porter 
Peter Joseph Posont 

Stephanie Potash

|» n d r e lv  Poger 
Jodi L p ||tta j 

LaShondra Dionpi^Potter 
ZachafmPoulffersl 

^ li lS ta  Povich 
JiSthad Powell

LaKesha C. P ^ e ll 
AmaMafraiH 

Adityaiirathilpatti 
Mandy Prafey 
FlorialJPribadi 
Michellellrice

OuimBs-hley Prifl#  
Megan PriSsi 

JBfifianda Ro® F i l le  
Laura Prw in  

jlb ree  Ashley Prffif 
William Zachary Pipth

LsfMatth(MAPun§i 
MicInaSPurgell 

Megan P u « i 
Ju liaw l Putman 

Kafe MarieButman 
Rachel Pfellitm

Mared Biiivalow™ 
Douglas Rabaut 

ilizabeth Rabidoux 
Kail|ralfedclif5 

KeHn Raehtz 
Narges Rahman

350



Senior Portraits
Kevin Rakes 
Scott Rakes 
AsljraRakestraw 
Alejandra Ramirez 
Carmen Miranda Ramirez 
vSana Ramirez

India RamÉj¡|Hj 
Kondra R afis ' 
i|annah fin ger  
ferah A. Rankin 
Wesiypathbun-: 
Irohn Eldon Raven

Eric J. Ravnikar 
Justín-Ra&e®^
Harimanda Razafindramanana 

¡gaul D.ileqçjhia 
Haritha Reddy- 
Jennifer Reed

Robert LouisMeed 
Ricardo^Rfego 
Kel t y Regula 
»hn^Bm-äpn 
Maureen Repiann 
^mr^Binart

N fe f l ié i  n c ^ ^ g  
Theodore Reinhart 
E^Reitgr 
Dani^ p e kant, 
Jeremy ReSrd 
Mllhail Revyakln

C *f¡M arie  Refina 
R«n!|!Wve Reynold^B  
TAriafÄynolds 
Michael Raymond fSoby 
Katherine Rhodes- 
AndriMRichards

Krystal Richardson 
Shelley Richbdw 
Adam Richter 
p h i i stop ha* R ifetta 
FmlM ies 
RachelStiaine Riggs



Marissa Rose Righetti 
. Elizabeth Rilley 

. Justin RiopeMe 
John Risk 

MatthewflbsRobb 
Matthew Robbie

Zakk Robert«; 
Timmie Othelle Roberts Jr. 

Katie Robertson 
Maribeth Robertffln 
Matthew Robertsofo 

Anna Robinson

H p llis ta  Robinson 
David AlexandertRobinsOn 

Duane W.D.vRobfison 
Ellen Robinlln 
Erin RoKnson 

Gregory Brian Robipoffe

Kristin^ffl Robinson 
R«helle Anita RobiMbn 

6p||iS'e Rockey 
Oliver Rodriguez 

A t^ H p e r Roed'er 
B E n J S iR o g e iis

Katielfbhn 
AMSh^^S 

M a in e  A lvapl Roland] 
Merek Leo Roman 

■ Casey|H©;k 
Kelsip Lyn R®bt

Mark Roper 
Elena R g B l 

Maria Carmen-RMas 
Britt R o jS iy  

Avery Rdsis 
Kristin Rose

Tyler R ip i  
Megan' L. Roil; 

Kathf|n Rostan 
Ja fl||R tfam  

Lisa||©t@nheber 
Katlferine Rotlflp l
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•Ian Rotnney 
ll f | f i i l | |ow e  
Casey Rowfejffei 
lliq u e lyn  Rowley 
Arcs Roplfpg? 
EfliaMoyge

William .R opraB H  
Ashle| Rudolph 
Erie Rue
Egabeth Lpfgine Rummel 
Sena^outhwick -unestari 
Kimfoerlyilungjj

Andrew J. Rupprecht 
Brittany Elise Rugejl 
Steven ' Russo 
Hattie IniÉsRutledae 
A lil^ Ì -I • Rye rs|ii#i 
¡fern SabojJoro

Jason S l j S H  
Andrea Saieh 
Yuta jpkai 
Kevin Salifa.ii. 

^•zja lllihoiiic 
Kiley^al<||ion

[limberly S am m M  
KatherineSanchez 
Jepn^Bhdel

lender. 
Natharpandlts/ 
AbigaHSandma

R & ip n tilli 
Ar |||Ì3paJaB
ShPt^pto 
|l®hua||attler 
Sleigh Savage 
Eriia||pa,®e '

Jse^gage 
James Jo m m  Savage 
f i l l s  E. Sa » gi 
JohH^caramucoi 
Jennifer Lynne Sjlarff 
EmiiMcha îfer



Nf§qle Schacndbrf 
Krmberiyiichaub 

Jonathan; Schemer 
• Jacob I h i n i  

^».natha r» c  h i m r 
Nicae Schippel

M egihM hira  
Daniei SIhleh 

I indsaifflhimi l l  
Raymond Ishmidt 
S ^M nie 'Schm itt 

DanielSfchmitz

■Wjiam Schneflilj 
^ ic f fp l^ f th o il 
Pa rah i§ lffin h 'e |i 

Hale^PfiraBbm 
raikPchreefel 

Melisfa S ŝhrin;e|

I I j i
w R e a  Scj|Heder 
BBaiaa p- . eder 

Joshijrapchultz 
Laura Schultz 

Blaitj^piyartl

Robert Schvtttz 
fe J rh ii 'n n  harillr 

Bisten MariJssIB rino 
Kyle B u B  

J^lica-R eneepB t 
Latiryn R a l^ ^ & t t

RfMJcgtt 
para BethS'm I i l l  
¿ la i 'q ^ ea brook 

NickbB B ars  
^Catherine Scdlak 

Linsey Seitz

R 4,nnapelgert 
WrrinPemb^M 
Brandon Semrau 

Xeniy^plbina 
ifijchelle Seper 

Josh Sewa-d-Ca-rasqail ol
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Matfé$8H b n 
Ruchi Shah 
jjfjpn ShallQf.“.?'
Ma® Irene Shannon 
Sarah Shapiro 
M egSij. ■ l f « Ì

Shangyun Shi 
Shaheen Shid™  
Daniel Shillair 
Jet-min Shin 
Rachel Shina , 
Tasha'D Shines

Joseph Shipman 
Chadwick Shirk 
A bdulkadi|Ì>ra«^H  
thristinAhoripr 
G r é | l | |^ ^ h un S h l l | r  Jr. 
;Saurav Shresth.a

Mjaivell ShuftJi|g^ 
Eric V. Shutman 
lan Sibini'p-v 
■Audrianna LffigSibiski 
E m j|*§heneder 
Anthojoyf|cffano

Elise Sidiosk^^  
Raglel Sieloif :.e, 
Malani M. Jimmons 
Ashle||Si|§ims 
AmancH Simon 
Wiliie Sirns-

Shahmi llham Sinan

l|orawar H nghjB  
Joshua Sinnaeve 
JulffSinon 
ling|leuM&i

|  Amand%MìisKÌ 
Erikalg la l l l  
TrishapScum 
Russell Slusarczyk 
Salena Smedley 
Caitl i nBmeHìge



KM/i^Smilel 
Ambermjfth 

Bianca Denise Smith 
Chanelie Srn'

I Christian Smith 
D ile lB ackfe iS i

ElSg i eth^mith 
^B iatheiM m ith  

Ian Smith 
Jason HengHraitli): 

Jeffrey Smith 
^ B )h n e tla  Smitfc

■Ui|^a Mane§|mith 
Mstk^miilh 

M i c he 11 e |S t e  n Smith 
| |h  -Smith 

f|:hard|frnith 
Stephen§|mith

Whitney Smith 
f c t n Fram SSm ytl 

Nicole||nabe| 
Mea$an Sna®?l|' 

RaqulIBnffer 
Giordana Sobel

Kendra Sokol 
Christopher fo j’imano 

JebnB^gpipm 
Natasha Solomon 

■ Janelle||om t|H viH  
S°B|rl|Son

HB)h-M ih|Song  
Whi^Hppj|nka 
I -AlaS^nske 

Stephanie L. Sparks 
Mollmpi&rin

Emily So ®  
Brian Jonars Besana Spielberg: 

Agnil||ka*Spieszn|i 
Cheisey 6. Spriggi 
Hope Miringstead 

Tim Stachelski
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Katherini'find berg 
R0t a l  Thomallsuner l l  
Jes *  L y n n l|u rd |^ M  
Heplfanie^jüther 
lifianyl^p i^w boii

Tiffan.y^®ll 
David Suggs IV 
li-Wonlfuh 
AnidriJHi'l I ¡¡gift - 
Hhristopher Sullivan 
Mika Sum ffi^tò

Brian||||llns  
Vanessa f w e n |  
Helenajltevvart 
Ryan^t^Sart' 
M alfeiles  
EmHran :ith

l l i eph sSiko
AnthonyJemnom^Stöi® Jr.
Bart Stonerajp
I* n lit StaÉfcy
Kaite Sputen
Elizibeth StMKnburg

Daniel feare r
iitauren Nicole Stifmland
HaroldMtrSg
Andrifillpiiska
Jennifer Stuard
Lorgi
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Randy lie ffe j, 
Benjamin Stein 
GregSaStein 
MsaMMR ib k  
Su mira Stein 
Step! ;• Ä lep n .e  ;

Jantàèl'iStatdèr 
Emily Stall 

l ld  am llarks 
Brian J. Starr 

Bamqfeon Jo®ph Starr 
Shanl l l l m er



Eriegjpfeon 
Ashley Mariet§|@rt§ 

NicholasiS'Warti 
■|a|itlinJSyeeney 

Garrettglezane 
Emily »SwiK»'

Rachel|swyer- 
Stephanie Symons 

Me^n-STOtfly 
Kathryn SzynkfeVvski 

Melissa DahielBTalamc^™ 
* "6 ze Man Veroni^BaW

N ifc l^LTan|§ff 
|« § e p h  Michael Ipse Jr. 

^ B n ^ K .  Taylor 
Nat-fiaffa'el Taylor 

« ¡ f iT a y l *  
Susan llegardindackson
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GfWandra ThompsOTi

■ MaggiWhomj||j§ 
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Evan Thor.lakson 

Tometka Thurman 
Michael Joesph Tiano 
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Michael Webber 
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Michael Welch 
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Düne Western: 
Amanda Marie Westrick 

: C h adW eS |J&  
DcSnis Wey. 

Tamikai^enee Whal jfs 
Kristine Whali

DÄ|:etriip Alexani i ]  White 
.omonimie Roche! White 

E rie ä ff iiij 
JenniMAric^ m hite 

NeiEWhite 
Jesllfca W h itÄ rs t

Al'lisön Whitfield 
^ajrtne^Vhitmbre 

Nichol@|ffi:kená 
MarUWiekman 

Alyso"®!Wielfaert 
Allffon W ie lg «

Daniel Wilcox 
Lydia’Wfey 

fâibriana Wilkins! 
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April Y. Williams

David Williams 
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Lea h Williams 
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Emily-Winn 
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Senior Portraits
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Design: The Red Cedar Log was produced 
completely on Macintosh computers for page 
layouts, photo editing and word processing. All 
computers were networked through a LaCie 19” 
Rack NAS Ethernet Disk. Software used included 
Adobe CS3 Master Suite and Microsoft Office 2004. 
Other software included Spyder3Elite 3.0.1.

Type: All body copy and headlines were 
created within the Helvetica family. All captions, folio 
and page numbers were within the Letter Gothic 
Standard family.

Photography: The photography of the Red 
Cedar Log, with the exception of senior portraits 
and some outside submissions, is wholly the 
original work of the photographers that worked o r S  
this issue. The cameras and flash units used were 
from the Canon product line, with a combination 
of Canon and Sigma lenses. Some photographers 
chose to use their personal equivalent equipment.

Advertising: Educational Services, Inc. was 
the Red Cedar Log’s advertising company. They 
provided the yearbook with 16 pages of black and 
white advertisements.

Finance and Operation: The Red Cedar 
Log is an entirely student-run publication; 
designed, produced and managed by students.
Each semester, ASMSU provided a set amount 
of revenue through student tax dollars, which

equals about $3 per student, for the publication 
of the yearbook. As students returned to school 
in August, the previous year’s yearbook could 
be picked up at various local book stores and in 
on-campus buildings. For a small fee, alumni can 
have books shipped to them. All expenditures were 
paid for with funds earned through partnerships 
with Lauren Studios and Educational Services,
Inc. Content in the yearbook were determined by 
the Editor-in-Chief, the Content Managing Editor, 
the Photography Managing; Editor and the Design 
Managing Editor with a consideration of requests 
from student organizations to be featured in the 
publication free of charge. There were no funds 
received from the university. A total of 16,000 copies 
of the 400-page, full-color yearbook printed from 
Jostens Inc., costing about $131,000.

Copyright: The Red Cedar Log is copyrighted 
by Matthew Mikus, Editor-in-Chief. No part of this 
book may be reproduced without prior consent.

Acknowledgements: Thank you for all your 
help. We couldn’t have done this without you.

Mike Lafferty, Tim Ross, everyone from the 
Jostens plant, Paul Bilgore, Everyone from LaureiiS  
Studios, Debra Gleason, Brian Jeffries, Shannon 
Spainhower, Kyle Dysar|| Chris Schotten, John 
Vandercruyssen, Eric Endlich, Kyle Hartwig, Kathy 
Waliczek and Jesse Spears.
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f  o r^àé iri a 1

Submitted by p ilo t

CEDAR LOG

367

Mason Robinson

2010 RED
The Red Cedar Log is an award-winning, professional 

publication produced by students- students who have a 
passion for writing, photography, design, business, editing 
and producing a yearbook that many students and alumni will 
cherish and keep for years.

Producing a four hundred page book is no small feat, and 
every year brings a new set of challenges. After a long, difficult 
year, we created a book that shows the individual voices that 
together, make up Michigan State University.

Our approach this year was a little different. Before the 
start of the 2009-2010, our editorial staff decided to try a new 
approach. We focused our creative energy behind one central 
idea “Pieces of the Whole.” Based on the theme, we decided to 
focus on individual people, groups and events that were part of 
the experience of Michigan State University.
[ Though we can’t cover every event that happens on this 
great campus throughout the year, we hope that our book helps 
you think about your individual moments in college. Whether 
it be skipping class, joining student organizations, or going to 
sporting events, we hope this book brings back memories of 
your time at Michigan State and reminds you how you are, and 
always will be a Spartan.
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2010 RED CEDAR LOG STAFF
Editor-in-Chief: Matthew Mikus | Business Manager: Yin 

Yu | Design Managing Editor: Vicari Vollmar | Photography 
Managing Editor: Alissa Lane | Assistant Photo Managing 

Editor: Mason Robinson | Content Managing Editor: Laura Dzik 
| Copy Editors: Erika Fifelski, Tim Keith |,‘Journalists: Colby 
Berthume, Isaac Hee, Angie Jackson, Jacob Kanclerz, Leslie 

Tilson, Jessica Whitmill | Photographers: Jennifer Garavaglia, 
Veronica Nagy, Ellina Stein, Erica Treais | Designers: Betsy Eber, 

Jessica Halfyard, Brendan Prost | Distributors: Andrew Struska 
| Special Thanks to: Natalie Calloway, John Gelardi, Jeff Hicks, 
Elise Lefere, Dustin McNees, Emily Robinson, Rachel Sylvester,

Chris Winfield, Lauren Wood

ffiijpry Higgina
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Red Cedar Log Staff
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Payden&Rygel
Investment Management

Los Angeles • London • Boston • Frankfurt

Payden& .R vgel

is a proud supporter of

Michigan State University

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  th e  
G ra d u a tin g  C lass o f 2 0 1 0
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EA LTH  C a r e
Choosing a career path is one of the most important 
decisions you’ll ever make. If you’re a compassionate, caring 
individual looking for a challenging career that’s personally 
and professionally rewarding, consider health care. The 
opportunities for competitive salaries, benefits, job diversity, 
growth and portability have never been better.

T o p  T e n  H o t  H e a l t h  C a r e e r s :

• Clinical Laboratory Scientist
• Dentist/Hygienist
• Nurse
• Occupational Therapist
• Pharmacist/Tech
• Physical Therapist
• Physician
• Physician Assistant
• Radiology Technician
• Respiratory Therapist

For more information about the exciting opportunities 
for health care careers devoted to helping others, visit the 
Michigan Health Council website at www.mhc.org.

MICHIGAN HEALTH & HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

www.mha.org

http://www.mhc.org
http://www.mha.org


Quality, Compassionate Care to Everyone, Every Time

Congratulations to the 2010 Graduates 
of Michigan State University!

This is why...

Sparrow is the best choice.
Our quality
Sparrow has achieved Magnet status for 
excellence in nursing services, placing Sparrow 
Hospital among the top 6% in the nation.

Our work environment 
Associate Satisfaction at Sparrow, and in our 
Nursing Division, is rated in the top 5% of all 
hospitals in the United States.

Our opportunities
Sparrow’s continued growth provides diverse 
career opportunities for nurses in all specialties.

Our commitment
Sparrow is committed to providing our nurses 
with the resources necessary to fulfill their 
professional goals and to accomplish superior 
outcomes for our patients.

www.sparrow.org/htirsiri

Congratulations, MSU graduates! 
Best wishes from all of us at 
Spectrum Health.
For career opportunities, visit spectrum-health.org.

SPECTRUM HEALTH m
m

3 7 4

http://www.sparrow.org/htirsiri
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CHELSEA COMM UNITY 
W  HOSPITAL

Sa in t  Jo s e p h  M e rc y  H ealth System

R e w a r d i n g  C a r e e r s  S t a r t  H e r e

Located on 119 wooded acres in Chelsea, Michigan, 
Chelsea Community Hospital has been providing 

high quality health  care for nearly 40 years. 
C C H  is consistently ranked in the top five percent 

of hospitals in the country for inpatient satisfaction, 
and is accredited by the Joint Commission. 
C C H  recently was recognized as one of the 

“Best Places to Work in H ealthcare” by Modern 
Healthcare Magazine and the Studer Group.

To learn more about the opportunities available, 
please visit our website.

sjmercyhealth.org/careers

M ia iiM ia a iiia a M ic c T i

The Graduate Medical Education 
Program provides the medical stu­
dent, intern, and resident with diverse 
pathology and challenging opportu­
nities. The hospital combines the ho­
listic heritage of osteopathic 
medicine with advanced technology 
and rural patient care experiences. 
HCHC is a member of the Michigan 
Osteopathic Postgraduate Training 
Institution, the Statewide Campus 
System of Michigan State University 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
This association provides many ad­
vantages, including monthly educa­
tion days in each specialty, basic 
science and board review courses, 
and faculty development for trainers 
and trainees.

H i l l s d a le  
C o m m u n it y  
H e a l t h  C e n te r

"Large enough to be o f service.. .small enough to care.' 
Federally Qualified Rural Referral Center 

www.hchc.com

Third and Fourth Year 
Medical Student Electives

• Emergency Medicine
• Family Practice

• Gastroenterology
• General Surgery
• Geriatrics
• Internal Medicine

• Obstetrics/Gynecology
• Ophthalmology
• Orthopedic Surgery
• Pediatrics

• Pulmonology

Karen Luparello, D.O., 
Director of Medical Education 
(517) 437-6219

Com m unity H ealth Center
o f Branch County

B e s t  W i s h e s  t o  t h e  M S U  G r a d u a t e s !

Foe career opportunities, please visit our Website at: 
www. chcbc .com

Community Health Center of Branch County

M E D I C A L  E X C E L L E N C E .  C O M M U N I T Y  C O MMI T M E N T .

274 East Chicago Street, Coldwater, Ml 49036 I 517.279.5400 I www.chcbc.com

Extraordinary care. 
Extraordinary 
careers.
careersatcovenant.com si

• • *

C o v e n a n t

Healthcare
Extraordinary care for every generation.

http://www.hchc.com
http://www.chcbc.com


P L E U N E «
Service C o m p a n y  |

Mechanical Contractors -hvac -plumbing -electrical -c o n t r o l s

T o a e t h e r

P L E U N
S e r v i c e  C o m p a n y  

Installation & Service

Employee Owned Mechanical Contractor

- 8 0 0 - 4 4 7 - 6 9 0 7
www.pleuneservice.com

• HVAC & Sheet Metal
• Plumbing
• Expedited Equipment 

Replacement

• 24 Hr. HVAC Service
• Commercial/lndustrial 

Contractor
• Preventive Maintenance

Service Throughout Michigan Agreements

LIVE IN A WORLD OF EDUCATION. WE DO.
Haworth is proud to support Michigan State University.

H A W O R T H *

A leading provider of organic workspaces. | haworth.com

I
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We're shaping metal food packaging...

You're Shaping your future.
Silgan Containers proudly salutes all Michigan State University graduates.

www.silgancontainers.com/careers

Hu*
CANS: INFINITELY RECYCLABLE’*

Steel is the most recycled food package in the United States

SÌLÌ5AN
W È  C O N T A I N E R S

The pow er of partnership

AS AH I KASEI PLASTICS
Customized Resin Solutions J 0

Congratulations to 
the Graduating 
Class of 2010

y insured 
bytheNCUA

Congratulations 
MSU Graduates!______
With FREE account access online, via Green on 
the Go® mobile banking, and at over 28,000 
CO-OP Netw ork ATMs nationwide, it's easy to 
stay connected to MSUFCU through graduation 
and beyond.

W herever your plans m ay lead you, w e're still 
here to provide you w ith superior service and 
everything from low-rate auto loans to free 
checking accounts to great savings options.

Congrats and best of luck to MSU grads! We look 
forward to serving you for years to come.

(517) 333-2424 • 800-MSU-4-YOU  
Visit us online for branch and ATM 
locations, applications and more:in h U i

F E D E R A L  C R E D I T  U N I O N

M ichigan
State
U niversity®

www.msufcu.org

m

UNION

PLUMBERS & PIPEFITTERS  
LOCAL 333

Would like to express our gratitude to 
Michigan State University 
for its continued support

Tim Haggart 
Business Manager

5405 S. Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd. 
Lansing, MI 48911 

(517) 393-5480

http://www.silgancontainers.com/careers
http://www.msufcu.org


A . M .  T O D D

INGRED IENTS ¡FLAVORS

Congratulations

(pioneering (products from  Nature

Kalamazoo, Michigan 
www.amtodd.com

A post-graduate reminder 
from Country Fresh:

It's  
Cereal 

ft
MILK!

TM

Explore your opportunities in the 
growing dairy industry.

Grand Rapids, Michigan 800-748-0480

Frito-Lay North America
Good fun!

Join a Fortune 100 Company and be a part of a winning team.

We offer positions in sales, manufacturing and distribution.

With annual sales of more than $13 Billion, Frito-Lay manufactures, sells, 
and distributes wide variety of high quality snack food products.

What vou can expect:
•Empower managers through team development and organizational capability programs 
•Supports local communities through service, volunteers, and minority business 

development programs
•An industry leader in diversity and inclusion initiatives
•Extensive on-boarding program, including ongoing leadership and technical training 
•Challenging assignments with a blend of Leadership and Technical responsibilities 
•Responsible for managing and impacting results (cost, quality, service and people) 

through team development 
•Generous opportunities for career growth 
•Promotional opportunities based on personal contributions
•Competitive compensation package, comprehensive benefits, performance based bonus 

Program, 401k match and participation in PepsiCo’s stock option plan.

Qualifications:
•Bachelors Degree in Business, Supply Chain, Engineering, & Management
•Demonstrated people and leadership skills
•Problem solving and analytical skills
•Team based approach to decision making
•Ability to give/receive constructive feedback
•Effective coaching, facilitation, and team building skills

PepsiCo is committed to delivering sustained growth through empowered people acting with 
responsibility and building trust. Frito-Lay hires leaders who are committed to excellence 
and feel passionate about embracing the core PepsiCo values.

If you are interested in becoming a part of a world-class company, visit: 
www.peosicoiobs.com

Frito-Lay, Inc. is proud to be a Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/V/D

Congratulations to all 
M ichigan State University 

Graduates, 
and now, A LU M N I!

As “Official” alumni of Michigan State University, 
you need to dress your best! Shop at the Spartan 

Bookstore, the “Official” bookstore of Michigan 
State University for all of your Green & White 

gear! As you travel and represent MSU, show 
your Spartan pride!

Log on to our website, www.spartanbook.com 
(517) 355-3450 
(877) 267-4700

Located in the International Center on campus at 
Michigan State University®^
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ARE YOU MEANT TO 
BE SELF-EMPLOYED?

To help determine your independent business potential, 
Take the First Step by visiting 

www.nmfn.com/wmichgroup or call our local office.

Christina Lawrence 
Director of Recruitment 

E-Mail : christina.lawrence@nmfn.com
Western Michigan Group 

85 Campau NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 • (616) 233-2041

Grand Rapids, Traverse City, Muskegon,
Grand Haven, Holland, Portage, St. Jospeh, Okemos 

Lansing, Petoskey, Sault, St. Marie

w  Northwestern Mutual
F I N A N C I A L  N ET W ORK* 

the quiet company ®

05-2302 © 2008  Northwestern Mutual. Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing riáírie tor th e jp ls ia n d  distrioutiorT àrm ofThe Northwestern 
Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, W1 (NM) and Its subsidiaries and affiliates, and ''the q u iM C om oanv ''iiaaM sE red trademark. 8 f e S 3

For wherever you are going,
Dart Bank will help you get there.

When it's time to consider the next phase of your life, 
talk to a financial professional at Dart Bank.

Whether it's starting a business or continuing your education, 
let Dart Bank help you get where you want to be.

M A S O N  • HOLT/S. L A N S IN G  • G R A N D  L E D G E

Experience the Dart Difference, r

Mason: (517) 676-3661 Holt: (517) 694-5083 
Grand Ledge: (517) 622-3278 

www.dartbank.com

Spartans!
Orch Ìd

w w w .o rc h id -o r th o p e d ic s .c o m  ORTHOPEDIC SOLUTIONS

Your Farmer O wned, Agri-Business C o -o p  
In Fremont, MI 231-924-3851 

In Hart, MI 231-873-2158

J -O J S

http://www.nmfn.com/wmichgroup
mailto:christina.lawrence@nmfn.com
http://www.dartbank.com
http://www.orchid-orthopedics.com
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Supporting the 
leaders of tomorrow
Foster Sw ift attorneys provide 
innovative legal solutions fo r 
businesses, organizations, 
m unicipalities, fam ilies and 
individuals. Supporting the 
leaders o f today, and tom orrow .

How can we assist? 
P: 517.371.8100 

E: info@fosterswift.com

Lansing | Farmington Hills | Grand Rapids | Detroit] Marquette

Blue Cross 
Blue Shield
of Michigan

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
is leading the state to a healthier future.

We salute all Michigan State University students for 
their academic achievements. No matter what career 
path you choose, remember that you are an important 

part of shaping Michigan’s future.

Join the conversation at aHealthierMichigan.org.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan is a nonprofit corporation and independent 
licensee of the. Blue Cross and Blue Shiljd Association.?*®

M

C o n s t r u c t /0 /

'o

i Best ‘Wishes the fMSU 
Qmdmtes!
General Contractor

Commercial and Industrial 
Concrete Specialist

GRAND RIVER CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
5210 36th Avenue • PO Box 323 

Hudsonville, Ml 49426 
PH (616) 669-5611 • FX (616) 669-3466

Schupgn
& Sons Inc.

Schupan industrial Recycling Services operates a number of scrap 
processing yards for ferrous and non-ferrous. Schupan Aluminum 
Sales is a large modern facility distributing primarily aluminum and 
plastic mill products. Schupan Recycling is one of the largest volume 
processors and brokers of used beverage containers in the U.S.

Ç û t t ÿ r u it c iù t f Ù M é -  t a  t / : c

W S U  & a a a  <y 2 0 1 0 !

Schupan & Sons, Inc.
2619 Miller Road, Kalamazoo, Ml 49001 

Phone: 269-382-0000, Fax: 269-382-4309 
www.shupan.com

380

mailto:info@fosterswift.com
http://www.shupan.com
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Customer Service

m
A le x a n d e r  

n  C h e m ic a l 
A  C o r p o r a t io n

1901 Butterfield Road, Downers Grove, IL 60515 
Tel 219-393-5558, 800-348-8827, Fax 219-393-5364 

info@alexanderchemical.com 
www.alexanderchemical.com

Diana Folletti 
President 
MDOT DBE 
# 06028

1840 Tupelo Trail 
Holt, MI 48842

Specializing in 
Traffic Safety and 

Parking Lot Signing

CAPITOL BARRICADING 
INC. 517-372-1291 

Fax: 517-694-6123

Lansing T ransmission
Phone: (517) 487-6089 

Fax: (517) 487-2818 
220 S. Larch St.

Lansing, Ml 48912 
www.lansingtransmission.com 

"Just local people serving local people”
Since 1963

VERSIFIED

S/mu'ai Congmtubtlons to uUntt Swi¿t!

Bruce Swift, Chairman & CEO 
Steve Bay, President & COO 
Shankar Kiru, CFO

28059 Center Oaks Ct. 
Wixom, Ml 48393 

248-277-4400 
Fax: 248-277-4399

Hi
J&L RESTORATION AND CLEANING, INC.

Full Service R esto ra tion  E xperts specializing in: 
Water Extraction and Drying • Fire Restoration and Cleaning 

Wind Damage and Reconstruction • Mold Remediation 
24 Hour Emergency Response 

Phone: (517) 322-3000 . Toll Free: 800-889-6156
www.jlrestoration.com 

“The most comforting call you can make”

U PHONE (734) 466-8700 
FAX (734) 466-8686

ISO 9001 
Certified

H a t z e l  &  B u e h l e r , I n c .
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

Since 1884

TELE / DATA / VOICE / SECURITY

31690  Glendale, Livonia, Michigan 48150  
www. hatzelandbueler. com

US TRACKWORKS, LLC

W.C. (BUI) Morren 
General M anage r

1165 142nd Avenue 
Wayland, MI 49348 
email: bmorren@ustrackworks.com

Phone
Fax
Cell

Home

(616) 877-4284 
(616) 877-4202 
(616) 262-4312 
(616) 583-2598

IBU IMAGE BUILDERS UNLIMITED 
517-333-8889 

Imprinted items
• Apparel
• Awards & plaques
• Trade Show give aways
• Conference items/speaker gifts

MSU Alum & MSU approved vendor
Showroom at 1060 Trowbridge
East Lansing (next to Oodles of Noodles)

Y U N K E R ' M E M O R I A L S '
MONUMENTS -MARKERS'MAUSOLEUMS

GRANITE /  BRONZE / MARBLE 
1100 E Mt. Hope Ave., Lansing * 1-800-456-0686 

MICHIGAN • OHIO • INDIANA 
One of Mid America's Foremost Manufacturers of Monuments & Markers

DENNIS W, CHURCHILL, CEO

mailto:info@alexanderchemical.com
http://www.alexanderchemical.com
http://www.lansingtransmission.com
http://www.jlrestoration.com
mailto:bmorren@ustrackworks.com


Bringing Labor and Management Together to Promote 
the Organized Construction Industry H ----------

Built Better 
Built Safer 
Built On-Time 
Built On-Budget

Built UNION!

W
*  i H B n

m mW
Apr\\ \'b\

A/,° r t  h A«'

Laborers Local Union 499 
3080 Platt Road, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108 

734-971-5212
Robert Malcolm, Business Manager - Dan Minton, Secretary Teasurer

Institutional Division

Melissa Franklin 
Area Manager

28550 Cabot Drive 
Suite 100 
Novi, Ml 48377

Bus: 248-697-0202 
Fax: 248-697-0230

S tew art Sutherland, lue.
Expertise and Experience 

w orking fo r  you to provide the 
Finest Q uality Bags and Wraps

---------------------- SINCE 1959 -------------------------
P.O. Box 162 • 5477 East VAvenue • Vicksburg, M I 49097 

269-649-0530 • Fax 269-649-3961 • www.ssbags.com

» lo rthem Lakes 
ISjgfood & Meats

12301 Conant St. 
Detroit, Ml 48212 

(313) 368-2500 
(800) 394-3401

fpR; ts in Center of the Piate Prot?

FRESH FISH • SHRIMP ♦ SHELLFISH • SMOKED FISH • LIVE LOBSTERS • LOBSTER TAILS 
CRAB LEGS & MEAT • BEEF • PORK • LAMB & VEAL • WILD GAME 

APPETIZERS • PASTRIES & DESSERTS

c ìn eAs.
Thomas Boik
Branch Manager

Cintas Corporation 
3524-C S. Canal Road 
Lansing, MI 48917

E iE E n s H i www.antas.com

Office: 517.322.7700 Ext. 12 
Fax: 517.322.2070 
Cell: 313-647-6097 
boikt@cintas.com

MID'MICHIGAN SNOW 
EQUIPMENT LLC

980 EDEN RD. • MASON, MI 48854 
P.O. BOX 22095 • LANSING, MI 48909 

MI WATTS: 800-4224602 
(517) 244-1834 • EAX: (517) 244-9136

SNOWPLOW

APPLEBEE
OIL & PROPANE

Farm Fuels • Commercial * Home Deliveries • Bio-Diesel 
Gas • Diesel • Propane

603 East Steel St. 
St. Johns, Ml 48879 
989-224-3875

108 North Mill St. 
Ovid, Ml 48866 

989-834-2828

382

http://www.ssbags.com
http://www.antas.com
mailto:boikt@cintas.com
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Kroger proudly supports Michigan State University,



a
A Matter of Time 168
Abbot Hall 125,174,

242
Aber, Desiree 296
Abood, Katie 155
Abrahamian, Tiffany 272
Abron, Kyndra 309
Academy Awards 087
Accafellas 171
Acho, Rob 020
Achter, A.J. 260
ACP Pacemaker Award 176
Acuna, Adrian 219
Adaire, Kristina 113
Adamo, Julie 159
Adams Field 031,090,

091
Adams, Shawn Henry 224
Adrian, Lindsey 116, 136
Aggarwal, Sumeet 248
Agriculture 176
Ahmed, Nabila 136
Aitch, Lauren 269
Ajlouni, Alesandra 158
Aklilu, Sam 271
Alabama-Birmingham 054
Alamo Bowl 277
Albert Street 068, 114
Alco 225
Aldridge, Rachelle 157
Alla, Raghu 150
All-American Rejects 192, 193
Allen, Chris 166, 262
Allen, Olivia 272
Allen, Rebecca 131
Allison, Christina 159
Almeida, Louise 158
Al-Nasrallah, Dana 272
Alpha Gamma Rho 028
Alternative Spring Break 237
Alton, Taylor 269
Ambrose, Caroline 156
American Cancer Society 238
American Eagle Outfitters 019
America’s Best Dance Crew

209
Amici, Joe 151
Anberlin 193
Anderlite, Mike 149
Anderson, Eric 311
Andrews, Charlie 074
Andrie, Mike 114
Andrus, Steve 311
Ankney, Grant 311
Ann Arbor 032, 189
Antartica 132
Anthony Hall 038, 039
Applebee’s 088
Arenes, Joel 147
Argiros, Nicole 283
Argo, Taylor 155
Art Prize 073
Ashcraft, Scott 152
Ashley, Fournier 157
Assafov, Mikhail 234
ASMSU 126
AT&T 213
Atanagana, Tony 152
Atisha, Patrick 257
Auditorium 214,215,

244, 246
Austin, Jeremiah 311
Auto-Owners Insurance 213
Autry, Gary 205
Avula, Varun 248

b
Bach, Sarah 137
Back, Garret 292
Bader, Angie 156
BAD-L 061
Bailey, Christ 228
Bailey, Mike 052
Baker, Edwin 277
Baker, Joe 220
Balaban, Athena 159
Baltutat, Bethany 159
Banana Fever 224
Banyai, Joe 271
Barbour, Susie 159
Barich, Currie 158
Barker, Matthew 151
Barnes, Kayla 074
Barone, Domenic 292
Barone, Mark 292, 293
Barrett, Alyssa 156
Barszczowski, Jenny 114
Barton, Amy 305
Bartrem, Bradley 143
Barz, Cody 107
Bashful Antics 225
Battle of The Bands 224, 225
Baughman, Ashley 156
Baum, Joe 292
Bawden, Julie 291
Beard, Carol 137
Beatty, Spencer 270, 271
Beaumont Tower 206, 207
Bechtel, Katie 256
Beck, Matt 152
Beesley, Brad 101
Bega, Rubin 292
Beggs, Audrey 159
Beifel, Seth 144
Bell, Sarah 155
Beloch, Deangelo 178
Belue, Caitlin 076
Bender, Sean 147
Benedetto, Matt 226
Benedict, Tony 068, 069
Bensema, Melanie 299
Benson, Dana 125
Berg, Jackie 283
Berger, Jennifer 156
Berggren, Derek 149
Berkheiser, Rob 210
Berlin, Scott 145
Berns, Zach 145
Bessey Hall 076
Best, Nick 220
Bevan, Danica 291
Bevin, Christian 147
Bhaskar, Kavitha 194
Biasello, Sarah 301
Bick, Heather 205
Bieber, Doug 102, 103
Big Sean 168,169,

244
Big Ten Conference 032,118,

231,262,
284,285,1
300

Bigelow, Mitch 147
Bilkhu, Gurtejbir 150
Billy Madison 113
Bird, Larry 070
Birnbaum, Dan 145
Birnbaum, Jon 145
Black Caucus 178, 179
Black of White 178
Black Pearl Gala 046, 047
Black Sheep 135

Blatchford, Kirk 151
Blazer Dubs 065
Blevins, Lauren 210
Blink-182 103
Blwekaty, Bianca 063
Bochenek, Stephanie 291
Bodin, Jon 146
Bodleian Library 133
Bodnar, Marie 143
Bogatov, Denis 303
Bogdan, Nichole 155
Boice, Laura 291
Boike, Eli 260, 261
Boileau, Courtney 159
Bond, Taylor 122
Bonnen, Kate 305
Bonnivier, Katie 091
Borchard, Travis 271
Born, Dan 220, 221
Boss, Jake Jr. 261
Boss, Torsten 260
Bosserd, Ethan 147
Bouchard, Makalya 159
Bouchard, Mikayla 214
Bouck, Keith 237
Boudro, Ben 311
Bounds, Kyle 311
Bowels, Michelle 281
Bower, Nicole 134
Bowlby, James 153
Bowling Green 079
Boyd, Colin 133
Boyer, Carli 071
Boyle, Ian 271
Boynton, David 153
Bracamonte, Jessica 299
Bracci, Lauren 158
Brady, Allison 158
Brandi, Katy 242
Break Dance Club 208, 209
Breen, Kelly 158
Brehm, Natalie 281
Brennan, Alyssa 283
Brennan, Caitlin 156
Brenner, Kayla 159
Breslin Center 118,162,

163,180,
241

Breton, Brie-Anne 291
Brickner, Paula 157
Bridge Cards 104, 105
Brink, Katie 220
Brinks, Katie 230
Bristol, Elaine 028
Broderick, Joe 024, 025
Broderick, Steve 024, 025
Brody 019 110, 

111
Brody, Marc 144
Brooks, Austin 303
Brother Jed Smock 048,049, 

050, 051
Brough, Glen 091
Brown, Amy 244
Brown, Austin 103
Brown, Darren 127
Brown, Derrick 114
Brown, Emily 113
Brown, Leslie 080,081,

157
Brown, Megan 296
Brown, Rhylie 159
Bruinsma, Andrei 147
Bryan, Matt 152
Bucca, Nic 151
Bucciferro, Tony 260
Budnitskiy, Albert 144
Buerger, Erin 157
Building Alliances for Disability
Leadership 061
Burdick, Brett 271
Burgess, Kelsey 159

Burkhart, Lauren 158 Chi
Burnetts Vodka 093 Chi.
Burton, J g H 155 Chil
Bush, Nicole 273 Chii
Butler 264 Chii
Butler, Kevin 153 Chii
Butterfield, Erik 043 Ass
Buttery, Tim 286 Chii
Butz, Mike 149 Ass
Buzinski, Gabe 171 Chii

Che
Chr
Chr
Ciai
Clai
Clai
Clai
Clai

Calhoun, Lauren 272 Clel
Call, Elise 159 Clel
Calley, Katie 159 Clei
Cameron, James 087 Cle\
Cameron, Katie 158 Clift
Cameron, Suzy Amis 087 Clip
Caminiti, Vince 149 Clul
Campbell, Alex 211 Clul
Campbell, Shawn 150 Coa
Campo, Tatiana 158 Stu<
Campus Crusade 167 Coh
Cance, Mackenzie 155 Colt
Cao, Teng 035 Coll
Caper, Larry 190 Coll
Capital Green 045,171, Coll

205 Coll
Caplan, Grace 156 Coll
Caporuisco, Bianca 157 Coll
Capper, Larry 274, 277 Coll
Cappers, Larry 189 Coll
Cardenas, Dulce 156 Cole
Caribbean Student Association Cok

207 Colt
Carly, Katie 251 Colt
Carney, Shane 112 Coli
Carnovale, Julia 159 Con
Carpenter, Andrew 260 Con
Carr, Megan 159 Con
Carr, Ricky 173,174 Con
Carroll, Cameron 182 Con
Carroll, Nick 143 Con
Carson, Cory 149 Con
Carter, Monique 291 Con
Carver, James 212 Con
Casavant, Ashley 272 Con
Case Hall 015,016, Con

024 Con
Castillo, Lorenzo 146 Coo
CATA 015 Coo
Catter, Andrew 210 Coo
Cebula, Matt 292 Coo
Cedar Street 096,242, Cop

243 Cori
Cedar Village 242 Con
Cefaratti, Kathryn 158 Con
Cefaratti, Katie 157 Cos
Center for Latin American and Cos
Caribbean Studies 207 Cotí
Central Michigan University Cou

015,078, Cou
079,088, Cow
270,274 Craf

Chae, Alice 156 Crai
Chaklos, Katelin 296 Crai
Chamberlain, Andrew 141 Crar
Champgne, Michelle 159 Crar
Chandler Crossing 064, 065 Crar
Chandler’s Village 121 Crai
Chandrashekhar, Makesh 248 Crei
Charles Street 070 Cria
Chelios, Dean 286 Crin
Chen, Daniel 034 Cru;
Cheza, David 311 C-Sl
Chi Omega 239 CT [



Index: A I Freese
Chi, Lawerence 146
Chiara, Marie 155
Childs, Ian 079
Chin, Derek 187
Chinese New Year 216, 217
Chinese Students and Scholars
Association 216
Chinese Undergraduate Student
Association 035, 216
Chiu, Ken 034
Chocolate, Hershae 067
Christman, Ann-Marie 108, 109
Chritz, Tiffany 237
Ciani, Jon 149
Clark, Jeremy 292
Clark, Kelsey 155
Clark, Mackenzie 222
Clark, Teagan 076
Cleland, Jerry 062
Cleland, Wes 062
Clemson 221
Cleveland, Shantell 257
Clifton, Brittany 079
Clipse 244
Club Dubs 065
Club Rush 203
Coalition of Indian Undergraduate
Students 248
Cohen, Jaymie 155
Cole, Eric 147
Collard, Kristi 191
College of Agriculture 127

71, College of Education 109
College of Music 232
College of Natural Science 127
Colley, Amanda 155

111 Collins, Brittany 207
Collins, Kelly 158
Color Guard 090, 091
Colosimo, Mike 152
Colton, Josh 144
Colton, Kyle 144
Columbia University 073
Cominotto, Jaclyn 156
Comley, Rick 287
Command, Lauren 156

174 Community Resource Management
Company 122
Computer Center 121
Coney Dog 164
Confer, Kelly 299
Conley, Taylor 156
Connell, Jack 146

16, Connor, Zach 152
Consumer’s Energy 212
Cook, Samantha 296
Cooler Than Me 168
Cooley, Devon 255
Cooney, Chris 152

42, Cope, Kevin 292
Corbett, Spencer 072, 073
Corcoran, Kyle 260
Corsi, Dennis 066, 067
Cosby, Matt 153
Cosi 134
Cotant, Michael 092, 093
Cousins, Kirk 274, 277

78, Couture, Kyle 152
88, Cowal, Laura 291
74 Craft, Bryant 311

Craig, Elise 283
Craig, Jake 145
Cramer, Charlie 147
Crandell, Jon 262

)65 Crandell, Matt 286
Crawford, Cierra 257
Creutz, Megan 272
Criag, Toph 145
Crim, Zach 311
Cruz, Shannon 272
C-SPAN 015
CT Dubs 065

Cudi, Kid 168,244.
245

Cullen, Edward 183
Cultural Rogue 209
Culver, Addy 075
Curier, Nicole 282
Curtiss, Jarret 147
Cusick, Evan 148

Dahlman, Isaiah 262
Dairy Plant 038, 039
Dairy Store 038
Dali, Salvador 136
Daniels, Tracey 159
Dantonio, Mark 277
David, Brandon 151
David, Jane 155
David, Wado 145
Davis, Avery 155
Davis, Shawn 146
Davis, Will 303
Davisson, Shauna 155
Dawkins, Falasha 257
Daza, Cory 151
de Palva, Renata 305
Deacon, Jamie 284
DeGiorgio, Erik 153
DeHaan, Allyssa 267, 269
deJong, Kristina 291
Delamielleure, Kayli 156
DeLeeuw, Christina 159, 157
Delong, Krista 045
Delta Chi 238, 239
Demonstration Field 255
Demonstration Hall 052
Demott, Molly 137
Denison, Jeffrey 208
Dennis, Alyssa 135
Denson, Brandon 277
Dentlinger, Amy 309
Department of Human Services

104
Department of Theatre 215 
Deroo, Danny 152
Detroit 168,169,

178,180
Detroit Free Press 054
Detroit Tigers 085
Dewitt 015
Dewling, Ashley 281
Dewling, Jimmy 278
DeWolf-Ott, Elise 291
DeYonker, Alyssa 159
Dharia, Rahil 249
Diamantoni, Brittany 291
Dickenson, Tyler 310, 311
Dickey, Alyssa 074
Dimambro, Joe 271
Dimambro, Mark 143
DiMercurio, Mario 151
DiMercurio, Sal 151
DiMercurio, Sandro 151
Dingersen, Katie 158
Distefan, Alison 157
Distefano, Alison 159
Diversity Career Fair 213
DiVirgilio, Mary Kate 299
Doane, Andrew 052
Dobbins, Bryce 292
Dodson, Alexandra 155
Dodson, Allie 184
Domagalski 281
Domanski, Luke 311

Dombroski, Julie 267
Dominican Student Organization

230, 231
Dominski, Shelby 156
Doshi, Atish 187
Doty, Stephen 260
Dowdall, Nicole 143
Drag Show 066, 067
Draine, Victor 178
Drake 246,247
Drake, Alandra 155
Drapes, Lauren 136
Drennan, Luke 218
Drenth, Jeff 270
Drenth, Walt 270, 273
Dreves, David 147
Driak Invitational 270
Drillock, Adellie 272
Druding, Kyle 133
Dublin Square 227
DuBuc, Courtney 129
Duffield, Sarah 158
Duffy, Ryan 074
Duke University 088,096,

168,292
Dukes, Shaka 271
Dunn, Alex 167
Dunn, Shannon 291
Durga, James 152
Dust, Amy 155
Dykes, Amanda 156

East Lansing Art Festival 
East Lansing Police 
East Wilson 
Eastwood Cinemas 
Ebert-Zavos, Benny 
Ebner, Becca 
Eckert, Liana 
Edwards, Travis 
Egerer, Elizabeth 
Egner, Alyse 
Eizabeth Street 
Ejups, Lara 
Ekerle, Brandon 
Eldessouky, Ali 
Elenbaas, Leah 
Elhardan, Tarah 
Elliot, David 
Ellis, Dan 
Ellis, Dave 
Ellis, Josh 
Elmer, Calli 
Elson, Aaron 
Emens, Ben 
Emro, Natalie 
Endlich, Eric 
Engstrom, John 
Engstrom, Tessa 
Ennaht, Olivia 
Epstein, Matt 
Erb, Kevin 
Essad, Klare 
Essig, Laura 
Evans, Tiffany 
Everard, Sarah 
Everley, Lauren

I
Faber, Andrew

Faist, Jacob 147
Falconer, Sarah 301
Fall Recruitment 080
Fall Welcome Concert 168, 169
Farah, Lindsey 038
Fasnakis, Peter 143
Fassia, Kasim 150
Fatty Dub 065
Fazzi, Matthew 193
Felt, Bo 260
Felten, Derek 198
Ferguson, Elizabeth 210
Ferguson, John 210
Ferlito, Jen 159
Fermin, Anyel Selman 230
Ferry, Michael 260
Fesler, Emily 291
Field, Amanda 272
Fifarek, Lauren 213
Figlan, Lisa 256
Fiji 238, 239
Fillipino Club 035
Final Four 054,180, 

240,241, 
264

Fink, Sarah 038
Finkel, Andrew 146
Finnan, Emily 159
Firestone, Zach 144
Fish Ladder Co. 107
Fisher, Jessica 159
Fisher, Stephanie 300
Fishl, Eric 073
Fizzing Wizzbees 074
Flegal, Amanda 255
Fleming, Carly 159
Flietstra, Jill 296, 297
Flight of the Conchords 179
Flood, Maggie 143
Florence 073
Florida 088
Fly Union 168, 169
Flynt, Taylor 159
Foguth, Carly 296
Folas, Kara 155
Forcier, Tate 190
Ford Field 180
Ford, Justin 056,057,

058,059
Ford, Kelli 159
Forest Akers East Golf Course

270, 273
Forest Akers West Golf Course 

278, 279
Forfar, Chris 286
Forman, Lynnette 121
Fossum Invitational 278, 279
Foster, Kathryn 155
Fournier, Ashley 158
Fox, Karen 299
Fragna, Michael 145
Francis, Sean 146
Frasco, Jack 240
Freeland, Meggan 272
Freeman, Cara 295, 296
Freeman, Cort 152
Freese, Molfca 155

385

073
242, 243
060
240
144 
300 
272
152 
309 
291 
065 
038
260, 261 
043, 121 
272
155
145 
278 
278 
144
158 
144 
147 
309
153 
038
156 
156 
144 
167 
272 
143 
272 
156
159

215



Frentz, Lisa 257
Friedman, Zach 151
Fries, Drew 199
Fries, Jenna 092, 093
Frito Lays 213
Fritz, Sara 155
Frost, Robert 199
Fullerton, Jake 292
Fullett, Andrew 151
Future Farmers of America 028

Galant, Katie 158
Galonska, Jenny 129
Gandhi, Ujas 152
Garry, David 300, 301
Gave, Jeremy 151
Gawasane, Abhishek 195
Gay Straight Alliance 066
Gazely, Dustin 286
Gburek, John 190
Gembis, Henry 152
Gentle, Dominique 104
George Harrison Fund 205
George, Cathy 308
George, Jenson 150
George, John 151
Gerlach, Ryan 113
Gersh, Dylan 149
Getz, Melissa, 159
Gianiodis, Matt 300
Gill, Amar 146
Gill, Liza 071
Givens, Colin 292
Gladiator 065
Glass, Paul 083
Glassman, Jonni 156
Glazier, Mallory 158
Global Festival 194,195, 

196, 197
Glowacki, Josh 164
Glueck, Ryan 151
Gmyrek, Jodie 250
Gold Vibrations 205
Gold, Aaron 144
Gold, Myles 144
Goldak, Max 270, 271
Goldfarb, Alex 144
Goldfarb, Evan 144
Goldin, Scott 145
Golemblewski, Zach 286
Gomez, Erika 107
Gomez, Franklin 310, 311
Gomez, Nicole 158
Gonzales, Marliz 231
Gonzalez, Andie 256
Gordon, Carly 158
Gorosh, Hilary 202
Goss, Aaron 144
Gossan, Phil 151
Goudzwaard, Kevin 152
Gounod, Charles 232
Granaderos, Tim 292
Grand Rapids 073, 122
Grand River Avenue 068,088,

089,106,
107,112,
113,114,
118,164,
173,174,
183

Granholm, Jennifer 126
Grant, Ali 298, 299
Grant, Derek 286, 287

Granz, Jillian 087
Grassi, Matt 286, 287
Grattan, Colleen 125
Greek Week 238, 239
Green, Alisha 135
Green, Carlie 272
Green, Dion 050
Green, Draymond 262, 264
Gregory, Austin 043
Gregus, Joe 292
Gretka, Amanda 174,
Gribeck, Jaclyn 291
Griffin, Brittany 032
Gross, Emilie 291
Gross, Jackie 272
Gross, Jennifer 158
Grosskopf, Patrick 270, 271
Grossman, Max 145
Gruper, Eric 184
Guentert, Dana 305
Guinall, Lindsay 156
Gulich, Laurissa 052
Gulick, Josh 147
Guttman, Nick 144
Gyhra, Morganu 155

1 1 
Haba, Daneen 283
Hackett, Melissa 168
Hadid, Yamen 151
Haf, Jacob 118
Hagerty, Joe 152
Haggart, Amy 143
Haines, Katie 272
Haiti 204,205,

206,207
Haiti Relief Concert 205
Hale, Katie 155
Hall, Alyssa 155
Hall , Harrison 227
Halloween 183, 185
Hamilton, Diane 272
Hamilton, Jennifer 272
Hamilton, Theresa 256
Hammer, Alyssa 191
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Hansen, Lindsey 298, 299
Hansen, Rob 144
Hanson, Jacob 162
Hanukkah 070
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Harper’s 227
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Hart, AI 147
Harvey,, Andrew 215
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Hayes, Anthony 286
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Hudson, Joel 102,103
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Institute of Packaging Professionals 

221

International Center 133, 207 Jo
International Student Association Jo

035 Jo
Irwin, Phil 147
Isaacoff, Max 152 ■
Isreal 070
Isreal Fest 070, 071 ■
¡Tunes 103 ■
ludiciani, Shelby 158 1Ivanova, Elena 305 1lyoha, Nosa 292 1Izzo, Andrew 202 ■
Izzo, Tom 166,167,

180,240, Ka
241,262, Ka
265 Ka

Izzone 166,167, Ka
265 Ka

Izzone Campout 166,167 Ka
Ka■
Ka

■ Ka
M Ka

Ka

1 Ka
Ka

I Ka
Ka

m Ka
Ka

J Records 168 Ka
Jackobs, Brandon 145 Ka
Jackson Community College 102 Ka
Jackson, Jordan 300 Ka
Jackson, Michael 178,179 Ka
Jacob, John 150 Mi(
Jacobs, Curran 311 Ke
James Madison College 015,024, Ke
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Kon, Kim 201
Konesko, Bethany 091
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Krug, Torey 286, 288
Kshirsagar, Anurag 195
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Lansing Community College 041,074,

104,118
Lapointe, Kellie 291
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Little Brown Jug 189
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Mathews,Alexis 309
Matthews, Logan 167
May, Lee 102,103,

148

Mazurski, Sean 148
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Merrifield, Mike 286
MetroPCS 225
Mexico 230
Meyers, Kelsey 272
Michael Jackson Soul Tribute Night
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Middleton, Kaelie 143
Middleton, Zoe 236
Midnight Madness 180,181
Mihelic, Holly 135
Mikki, Dennis 296
Mikvut, Theresa 156
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Moseley, Matthew 278 Northern Iowa 264 Patel, Mona 249
Mott, Adam 143 Northwestern 171,262, Patel, Rupal 248
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MSU Alma Mater 174 Notre Dame 274, 292 Paulk, Ralph 198
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O’Donnell, Erin 
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Perreault, Nick 
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Rassel, Rachel 
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Reigler, Nick 
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Rizqallah, Joe 311
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Robertson, Andrew 118
Robinette, Courtney 159
Robinson, Rochelle 283
Robinson, Shawn 146
Robson, Taylor 260
Rochester Hills 187
Rocket, Johnny 065
Rockwell, Shelby 291
Rocky Horror Picture Show 045
Rodden, Danny 144
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Rodriquez, Selina 283
Roe, Delvon 240, 262
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Roeser, Rob 145
Rogers, Rebecca 299
Rohde, Stuart 153
Rohn, Katie 157
Rolle, Carlton 194
Rolnitzky, Justin 144
Roof, Jonathan 260, 261
Roosenburg, Josh 152
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Rose, Julia 239
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Rotenheber, Lisa 143
Roundtree, Roy 190
Rousseau, Alex 270
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Rowe, Andrew 286
Rowling, J.K. 074
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Russian Club 035
Rutecki, Michelle 227
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Rutkowski, Jessica 201
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Ryan, Jen 155
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Sacco, Jason 220
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Salley, Jessie 155
Samberg, Meg 159
San Antionio 180
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Sarb, Eric 209
Sass, Rachel 155
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Saxon, Tom 295
Saydee, Cyrus 292
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Sayre, David 292
Scanlon, Kate 156
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Scarpaci, Rachel 155
Schafer, Emily 226
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Scheldt, Stephanie 104, 105
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Schneider, Michael 151
Schofding, Melissa 159
Schomberger, Hilary 159
School of Packaging 220, 221
Schottenfels, Abby 183
Schroeder, Lauryn 254
Schulte, Carolyn 110
Schumacher, Ryan 143
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Seaton, Dave 145
Sebring, Missy 239
Secord, Sloan 272
Selasky, Kristen 159
Selis, David 145
Sendek, Michael 151
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Sergo, Megan 155
Sevec, Lindsay 155
Shaba, Jeremy 228
Sharma, Shivan 146
Shaw, Stephanie 291
Shean, Joey 286
Shearer, Kyler 152
Sheats, Paige 159
Shegos, Abby 157, 158
Shegos, Courtney 296
Shelgren, Brock 286
Shelton, Molly 158
Shemka, Cortney 156
Sher, Taylor 158
Sherman, Garrick 262, 265
Sherman, Kelly 291
Shin, Jaepum 146
Shuangya, Sun 216
Shubert, Megan 155
Shupe, Daniel 148
Shynal, Jesse 291
Siddall, Nancy 158
Siegel, Reid 144
Sigma Chi 239
Sigma Nu 020
Sigma Phi Epsilon 238
Silesova, Michaela 305
Silverman, Justin 144
Silverstein, Jill 244
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Simoneau, Aaron 271
Simpson, Tim 260
Sinacola, Lauren 296
Sirlin, Alyssa 159
Skelly, Mike 157
Sklar, Emily 158
Slade, Isaac 163
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Slattery, Hannah 158
Slemer, Nicole 143
Slingerland, Jillian 158
Sliva, Laura 173
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Smietana, Jordan 159
Smirles, Jordan 159
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Smith, Fiona 106, 107
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Smith, Kelly 207
Smith, Kelsey 121
Smith, Kelsey 269
Smith, Kristen 272, 273
Smith, Taylor 159
Smooth Criminal 178
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Snoeck, Jacqlin 210
Snow, Taylor 156
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Solack, Alex 129
Solberg, Lindsey 280, 281
Solo, Kelsea 107
Solomon, Carrie 155
Soltani, Soroor 196
Somerset Mall 180
Soul Night 178, 179
Soule, Tyler 113
Sounds of Homecoming 171, 174
Sparks, Kristie 157
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Sparrow Hospital 088
Spartan Edge 134
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Spartan Remix 059
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Spartan Stampede 218
Spartan Weekly 135
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Sparty’s Hanukkah Party 202, 203
Sparty’s Pep Rally 101
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Spickler, Matt 145
Spivey, Brandon 143
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Sprague, Jay 286
Sprigett, Brandon 122
Springstead, Hope 084, 085
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Stace, Levi 311
Stander, Olivia 296
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Stanke, Kyle 167
Staples, Ashley 164
Star Wars 201
Starbucks 085
Stasiak, DeeDee 159
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Stauffer, Brian 157
Steel, Danielle 085
Stefanides, Brittni 159
Steinlage, Avery 292
Steinmetz, Kristin 156
Sterberg, Josh 151
Stern, Sarah 296
Stevenson, John 145
Stewart, Jenny 113
Stewart, Michelle 221
Stockwell, Ashley 305
Stoll, Crystal 230
Strand, Devon 159
Strasberger, Seth 144
Stratford, Siman 144
Stratton, John 303
Strauss, Jake 144
Student Alumni Foundation 255
Study Abroad Fair 132, 133
Sturgeon, Marty 176
Sturges, AJ 286
Sucharski, Nick 286
Sugerman, Justin 144
Summers, Durrell 262, 263
Sun, Mark 213
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Sunrise Ct. 185
Suri, Max 189
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255
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Sweet Dreams 171
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Swift, Matt 143
Swift, Taylor 178
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Sydow, Olivia 272

■*
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Tallmadge, Olivia 155
Tarsi, Ben 151
Tashjian, Marie 080
Tederington, Tom 118
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My experience at the Red Cedar Log started when I realized that 
being a chemistry major just wasn’t going to cut it for me. I changed 
my major to journalism and met Jeff Proulx, who encouraged me to 
apply to the Red Cedar Log as a staff photographer. My life hasn’t 
been the same since.

After my first year on staff, I became the Photography Editor for a 
semester and the next semester became the Editor-in-Chief. What 
a humbling experience. It was not easy, and I couldn’t have done it 
without a close group of friends and family.

I want to extend my first thanks to Vicari Vollmar, my design 
editor, who helped me realize that the right decisions are rarely 
the easiest. Her care for her three designers and sacrifice for 
the production of this book is greatly appreciated. Words cannot 
express how much I’m in debt to you.

Alissa Lane, my photography editor for three semesters- thanks 
for always being there when I needed to talk to somebody. You are a 
true friend and I can’t wait to see where life takes you.

My content editor, Laura Dzik, has had a difficult job all year. 
Though you started as the assistant, you quickly adapted when 
we needed you the most. I am in debt to you, and I hope you 
always stay in touch.

Then there are my close friends, to name a few: Jeremy Teike, 
Nicole Fowlkes, Richard Blair, Brian Bonter, Ashlee Lechowicz, 
Andrew Struska, Lisa Ermak and to all those I neglected to mention- 
thank you for all of your support and the fun times we’ve shared.

Finally, I want to thank my family. Dennis, Eileen, Amy, and Josie. 
So many times I spent my hours dedicated to this book, but it was 
your love and support that got me through the rough spots.

And finally, Maggie, my lil’ sister. I am so excited that you’ll 
be a Spartan next year. One piece of advice, get out there and 
experience as much as you can! I’m not worried about your grades, 
i know you’re going places. Love you all!
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Closing: Pieces

M ason Robinson

nother year over, another 
memory kept forever.

Though some of us will 
be leaving, and some have 
many more years to spend 
here, we’re all still part of 
something bigger.

We are the pieces of 
a university with over 
160 years of tradition 
and excellence. We are 
Spartans, and we will 
always be Spartans. ■ 393







■ H É H

_______:gÉlMi
i f i l i i

B





E l i s e  L e f e r e





TO THE 
CLASS OF 2010:

Congratulations on your graduation from Michigan State University! 
Of the many successes you will undoubtedly enjoy throughout your 
lives, this is one that will shine long after others fade. A diploma 
from this university requires personal dedication, service to one’s 
community, and the support of peers and mentors along the way. Just 
as this milestone is one of many that will positively shape your life, so 
too are each of you integral parts of Team MSU.

Over the course of the last year, our school has again distinguished 
itself as an institution that truly strives to live out its mission of 
advancing knowledge and transforming lives. In addition to an 
administrative commitment to core values, our university has been 
strengthened by the dedication of individuals to academic and 
civic engagement. With the guidance of faculty and staff, students, 
especially those of this graduating class, have made important 
contributions to our legacy as a Land Grant University.

MSU has made its presence felt within East Lansing and around the 
world. During the last year, ground was broken to begin the construction 
of the Eli and Edythe Broad Museum of Art. A new recycling center 
opened that will help us to continue our leadership of universities 
worldwide that are striving to reduce their environmental footprint. MSU 
researchers abroad are using innovative solutions to fight poverty and 
global climate change. Collaborating across disciplines, Spartans are 
developing a holistic approach to address alternative energy that most 
efficiently uses every available resource. We have secured competitive 
grants from the National Science Foundation, Department of Homeland 
Security, Environmental Protection Agency, and others. Disadvantaged 
youth are engaged in meaningful extracurricular programs that expose 
them to culture and the arts. In our backyard and around planet Earth,

Submitted Photo

MSU is making a difference in the lives of people everywhere.
Within the classroom, Spartans have continued to distinguish 

themselves. Traveling around the world through one of the nation’s 
largest Study Abroad programs, students have enhanced their 
on-campus education by immersing themselves in other cultures and 
learning environments. Seven Fulbright scholars are making education a 
reality for people in places such as Malawi, Hungary, and Taiwan. MSU 
alumni that have gone on to become Goldwater, Rhodes, Churchill, 
Truman, Marshall, Udall, Hollings, Gates, and Mitchell scholars 
represent some of the brightest students in the Big Ten and around the 
country. The MSU Debate team brought home high honors this spring 
as the winners of the National Championship.

On the field, too, athletes have individually and collectively 
exemplified what it means to have the heart of a Spartan. An 
impressive footbalrecord and a trip to the Final Four provided 
exciting moments of good cheer and camaraderie for Spartans 
everywhere. Off of the field, athletes from many sports gave of their 
time in service around the community.

As you prepare to write the next chapter in your own lives, I 
encourage you to reflect on the impact that you have made on 
Michigan State. Our university represents the synthesis of a diversity of 
talents working towards a common goal of advancing knowledge and 
transforming lives. I hope that wherever your lives should lead in the 
future, they continue to be marked by a commitment to these values.
Best of luck for your continued success!

Sincerely,
Lou Anna K. Simon, Ph.D.
President
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