OF NEW ENGLAND

July 2019

of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of New England, Inc.

PRESIDENT

David W. Johnson

The Country Club

191 Clyde Street, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
617-456-3972

Email: Djohnson.wgc@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Peter J. Rappoccio, CGCS
Concord Country Club

246 ORNAC, Concord, MA 01742
978-371-1089 Fax: 978-369-7231
Email: gcs@concordcc.org

SECRETARY/TREASURER

Brian Skinner, CGCS, CPO

Bellevue Golf Club

PO Box 760661, Melrose, MA 02176
781-248-0216

Email: brianskinner@bellevuegolfclub.com

DIRECTOR, SCHOLARSHIP & BENEVOLENCE
David Stowe, CGCS

Newton Commonwealth Golf Club

212 Kenrick Street, Newton, MA 02458

617-789-4631

Email: Newtonmaint@aol.com

DIRECTOR

Eric Richardson

Essex County Club

153 School Street, Manchester, MA 01944
978-500-2094

Email: erichardson@essexcc.org

DIRECTOR, AFFILIATE

Keith Tortorella

Country Club Enterprises

2D Express Drive, Wareham, MA 02571
508-982-4820

Email: ktortorella@ccegolfcars.com

DIRECTOR

Bob Dembek

Lexington Golf Club

55 Hill Street, Lexington, MA 02420
978-870-8669

Email: lexgc@rcn.com

DIRECTOR

Ryan Emerich

Vesper Country Club

185 Pawtucket Boulevard, Tyngsboro, MA 01879
717-575-1332

Email: remerich@vespercc.com

PAST PRESIDENT

Michael Luccini, CGCS

Franklin Country Club

672 E. Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038
508-528-6110 Fax: 508-528-1885

Email: Mluccini@franklincc.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Donald E. Hearn, CGCS

300 Arnold Palmer Blvd., Norton, MA 02766
774-430-9040

Email: donhearn@gcsane.org

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Greg Cormier

Tom Irwin, Inc.

T1A Street, Burlington, MA 01803
978-846-1133

Email: gregcormier@tomirwin.com

GCSANE Headquarters

300 Arnold Palmer Blvd., Norton, MA 02766
Tel: (774) 430-9040

Web Site: www.gcsane.org

Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the author and/or
person quoted, and June not represent the position of GCSANE. Information
contained in this publication June be used freely, in whole or in part, without
special permission as long as the true context is maintained. We would
appreciate a credit line.

Spensors and odministrators of the Trell-Dickinson Scholarship Fund — Awarded yearly to deserving Turf Monogement Students.

Thoughts From Your Executive Director
by Don Hearn

As you may know, Jim Skorulski, USGA Agronomist for
the Northeast region retired last month. He had been with
the USGA for 30 years. I believe he made over 3500 visits

to courses in the northeast during his career with the USGA
Green Section.

When I first met Jim I was impressed by his knowledge and
friendly manner. Being an agronomist with the USGA brings
with the title a level of respect and a bit of awe. When Jim
would visit he also brought a warehouse full of knowledge.
As the years passed I became impressed not only by his
knowledge, but, many times, by his level of diplomacy. As
we know, many times a consultant can be used as a broom to

sweep out someone who no longer seems to have value to the
course. Jim could tell when this was happening during these visits and was able to walk the
fine line that separates objectivity and ulterior motive — not an easy task. Jim always made
himself available to talk over practices, strategies, and ideas to help make a superintendent’s
life better.

Jim is a native of New Hartford, NY. He earned a BS degree in forest biology in 1984.
Following graduation, he was employed as an arborist at the Yahnundasis Golf and
Country Club in New Hartford, NY. He attended Cornell University in 1987 to pursue
graduate studies in turfgrass management. There he earned a Master of Professional
Studies degree.

During the scarce time off he had during his career he enjoyed fishing in different parts
of the country. When I last spoke with Jim he wasn’t sure what he might be doing in the
future.

August is the month the Ouimet Marathon is played. The annual fundraiser where as
many holes as a person can play is done with the intention of raising funds for Ouimet
scholarships. Once again Kevin Corvino and his caddie Eric Doldt will be participating
to help with fundraising while representing our Association. This will be the 9th year they
have been doing this. Ouimet scholarships are for those who have worked in golf. If you
would like to support Kevin, who was a recipient of a Ouimet scholarship, and donate to
the fund please click donate.
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Thoughts From Your Executive Director by Don Hearn

From left: Dave Johnson, Dave Rice, Mark Casey, Len Curtin,
Host Superintendent; Joe Leonard, Assistant Superintendent;
Anthony Howard.

The June meeting was held at the George Wright Golf Course

in Hyde Park (Boston). Host Superintendent Len Curtin and his
team of turf experts had the course in great shape for the players.
Unfortunately, most could play only twelve holes because of the
heavy rain that made the course too wet for play. After golf, Karen
Reardon representing RISE (Responsible Industry for a Sound
Environment) made a presentation on pesticide issues we should be
aware of in our area. She also spoke about current national issues.
She was followed by Steve Boksanski, legislative agent for the GIA
(Green Industry Alliance) the group GCSA of New England is
allied with. Steve spoke about the local legislative process and
items we should be aware of at the state and local level. We plan to
make June an annual Government Relations meeting to help keep
members up to date with legislation that may influence what we do
and how we do it at our courses.

Life Member Bert Frederick
passed away July 4th. Bert was
my friend of 50 years. He was

an energetic person who, until
recent years, was always on the
go. We shared many hours, days
and weeks together traveling

and participating in activities

of the GCSA of New England
and GCSAA. He was a friendly,
inquisitive person with a personality that some found intriguing.
When I think of some of the time we spent together with others in
our business I smile automatically. I remember some of the stories
he would tell about his years as superintendent at Vesper Country
Club. Some of those stories would bring laughter and a “you’ve got
to be kidding me” response. To read more about Bert’s life and
accomplishments please read his obituary here.

This is a photo I took that
appeared during a newscast

I was watching. It’s of a sign
attached to a fence where Little
League baseball is played in
Hopkinton, MA. While it
doesn’t directly relate to what
we do when we go to work each
day, it certainly does relate to
how some overbearing parents treat their children and the children
of others. I hope you're not a parent they had in mind when the
sign was posted.

IRRIGATION
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https://www.meaningfulfunerals.net/obituary/bertrand-frederick?fh_id=14933

& SiteOne

LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
Stronger Together

LESCO® by SiteOne® Introduces CarbonPro™-G

CarbonPro-G from LESCO is a microbial and carbon-based plant health nutrient optimizer that can be
applied with a standard broadcast spreader to turf and landscape plantings. Debuting at this year’s Golf
Industry Show in San Diego, CA, the multi-solution product uses soil conditioning to deepen and
strengthen roots, help with turf recovery, increase nutrient uptake and efficiency, assist with seed
establishment and reduce operation costs spent treating turf stress. Its bio-charged carbon structure
holds water, making it available when needed by the plant. When applied, CarbonPro-G, regulates soil
pH balance to be more neutral, and is an ideal option to repair winter salt damage. Learn more at
www.lesco.com/products/carbonpro

SiteOne® Landscape Supply has over 500 locations throughout the U.S. and Canada, with over 40
locations in New England, creating a superior network and supply chain. Combined with an experienced
staff and industry experts in all product categories, they’re the industry’s only one stop destination for
all landscape supply products. In addition to unmatched expertise, SiteOne offers customers world-class
business growth tools including: seasonal savings programs, The Partners Program for industry rewards,
education through SiteOne Universities, take offs and bids through SiteOne Project Services, and jobsite
delivery services.

The company’s e-commerce website, SiteOne Online, allows customers to find products, get pricing, and
place orders for pickup or delivery 24/7/365. Visit SiteOne.com to setup an online account today, or
visit SiteOne.com/Locations to find a branch near you. For more information contact Ron Tumiski at
RTumiski@SiteOne.com — 508-559-2805
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NERTF Reasearch Update

Let’s Talk New England Turf Research

The New England Regional Turfgrass Foundation has been funding research now more than 20 years with more than $2.5 Million in
funds spent as of 2019. Currently, the foundation has 8 projects being funded for 2019 that amount to $135,131.00. Since the start of this
initiative, 86 projects have been funded by the foundation. Some are multi-year projects, and some are just for a one-year duration. Even
though we are extremely proud of these numbers, it is by no means all the research that is ongoing at local universities. By making your
way to a university field day, you will gain a greater understanding of the whole picture and what our New England schools mean to our
industry. Here are some quick explanations of what is being funded by the foundation and researched during the growing season of 2019.

1. Solvita™ Soil Test Kits to Categorize Golf Course Fairway
Responsiveness to N Fertilization. Dr. Karl Guillard of
UConn has been working on this subject for the last 3 years
and will soon be completed. This funding is partial funding
of a larger project of the same name with the USGA focus-
ing on fairway turf which is the largest part of a golf course’s
fertilization program. Using this method of testing could assist
superintendents to adjust N-fertilization amounts depending
on the response expected which can have positive benefits on
their budgets and the environment.

2.Evaluation of Fairway Rolling Frequency, Rolling Start
Time, and Thatch Accumulation for Control of Dollar Spot.
Dr. Geunhwa Jung of UMass had conducted research to exam
the potential of rolling for Dollar Spot control which resulted
in a 40-60% reduction. This project is an expansion of that
original research using rolling techniques to benefit Dollar
Spot control efforts. This research will further evaluate rolling
frequency, determine a seasonal start time and investigate the
influence that rolling may have on thatch accumulation due
to a compression effect. With all the money spent controlling
Dollar Spot each year, looking outside the box and identifying
steps that show reductions is a welcomed sight. This project is
going beyond 2019 and data collection will be completed in
the fall of 2020.

3. SDHI Resistance in Dollar Spot, Development of
Management Strategies and Detection Testing. Dr. Jung had
confirmed SDHI resistance of Dollar Spot in New England in
2017. This project will determine the extent of cross-resistance
of SDHIs, determine practical recommendations to combat
resistance, monitor changes in resistance and then to develop
a diagnostic test to determine resistance type. The SDHI fun-
gicide class is the largest class of fungicides on the market. Six
of eight active ingredients are labeled for dollar spot, under-
standing the fate of an application and the potential resistance
would be critical to a superintendent.

4. The Effect of Turfgrass Seed Mixtures, Seeding Rate and
Mowing Timing on Weed Productions in Establishing
Pesticide-Free Athletic Fields and Lawn Areas. Dr. Jason
Henderson and Ms. Vickie Wallace of UConn are nearing
the end of this 2-year project. Due to the growing number
of restrictions on athletic fields associated with youth sports,

this project addresses the topics within establishment to
reduce weeds on pesticide free athletic fields and home lawns.
Determining factors like seed mixtures, seeding rates and
mower timing all could affect an acceptable outcome and bet-
ter conditions for youth to play on.

5. Evaluation of Wildflowers and Trap Nests to Increase Forage
and Habitat for Bee’s around New England Golf Courses.
Dr. Steve Alm, URI recently submitted this project for three
years. The long-term objective is to recruit golf courses into
helping local bee populations recover from the recent de-
clines in populations by creating available pollinator habitats,
shelters and minimizing the negative effects of pesticides. Golf
courses and especially those that have out of play areas will be
encouraged to establish bee forage plantings, install trap nests
to help bees establish colonies on the property, and evaluate
insecticide choices to minimize adverse effects on populations.
One of the outcomes Steve hopes to make available will be a
seminar introducing beekeeping to golf courses.

6. Earthworm Species, Seasonal Phenology and Effect of
Wetting Agents on Earthworm Castings and Abundance
on New England Golf Courses. Dr. Olga Kostromystka,
newly appointed professor at UMass submitted this project
for funding for two years. Most superintendents recognize
the goodness to the soil ecosystem and the nuisance to the
playing surfaces of earthworm populations. More knowledge is
needed to understand the habits of earthworms and the use of
registered products with possible benefits that can help prevent
worm castings on the surface. Wetting agents have shown
some promise but more information is needed.

7. Exploring Methods to Enhance Biocontrol of Turfgrass
Diseases. Dr. John Inguagiato of UConn submitted this pro-
posal in 2019 for two years. The idea of expanding biocontrol
management of turfgrass diseases would greatly benefit places
such as schools where they have band the use of pesticides.
Sports turf also uses loads of Perennial Ryegrass which is sus-
ceptible to Gray Leaf Spot. It would be an objective to identify
a product that could be used in this capacity and be permis-
sible on restricted space. John is also communicating with Dr.
Joseph Roberts at the University of Maryland.
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8. Comparing Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Soil Microbial
Populations from Turfgrass Fertilized with Slow-release
Synthetic Fertilizer or an Organic Fertilizer. Dr. Karl
Guillard, UConn, submitted this two-year study in 2019.
There is much speculation and differences of opinion of ben-

efits of organic versus slow release synthetic fertilizers to the
environment. Questions concerning soil microbe populations
and the status of greenhouse gas emissions will be measured to

i Lo
clear up this speculation. A
These eight ongoing projects as well as the final chapter’s prepara- W I n te r b e r ry

tion of the BMP project, which are expected to be finished this ez iely]
summer, may increase the total funding for 2019 to $165,131.00. .
If you have any questions about any of the research being presently Ser ving the East Coast

done, please feel free to communicate with these researchers. Two Irrigation and Pump Installation and Service
activities you can attend are the UMass Field Day on July 17 or
the UConn “afterhours” event on July 23rd. There is much going
on, and we compliment everyone involved for their hard work and
dedication. i

* |nstallation of new irrigation systems

* Refurbishment and extensions of existing systems

e Start-Up and winterization

Irrigation service and repairs

* Pump sales, repairs and maintenance

* Wire tracking and wire installation

Thank you, * GNSS Mapping System paired with AutoCAD Software
that will allow the creation of accurate As-Built

* Installation and refurbishment of central controls

¢ Grounding testing and installation

Gary J. Sykes, Executive Director

&
Water Sense

Chris Daigle
Matt Faherty

1-800-722-7348

www.winterberryirrigation.com

Jilaniic
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BUILD A GREEN DAY AT THE LINKS AT MASS GOLF

possible by the generous donations of our commercial members. A key member of

this group was MAS Golf Construction and owner Matt Staffieri. Matt and his
team devoted many hours of labor, machine time and talent to create the green for golfers
at The Links to enjoy in the future. The event was a combination of education and fun
for the youngsters at The Links. Everyone had the opportunity to hit shots, play a few
holes and learn about the agronomic side of the game they love to play. While the proj-
ect created a new practice green it also showed the extent our commercial sponsors will
go to make a difference. The day included a First Green presentation by Kevin Doyle,
GCSAA’s Northeast Field Staff Representative. Kevin was assisted by Greg Cormier. Golf
related activities were coordinated by Kyle Harris, Executive Director of The First Tee
of Massachusetts. Chris Johnson, Superintendent of The Links and Pete Johnson, Golf
Professional at The Links were involved in the day’s activities and Chris was especially
involved with the needs for the green construction. Jesse Menachem, Executive Director/
CEO of Mass Golf was hearty with praise for the event and expressed the thanks of Mass
Golf for the work done and the donations made.

g B uild A Green Day at The Links at Mass Golf was a successful undertaking made

Our thanks to the companies and people that participated and supported the event:
Country Club Enterprises
Finch Services/John Deere Golf
GCSAA (Golf Course Superintendents

Association of America)

Chris Johnson, Superintendent
MAS Golf Course Construction

Mass Golf

Kyle Harris, Executive Director The
First Tee of Massachusetts

Jesse Menachem, Executive Director/ CEOQ Mass Golf
MTE - Turf Equipment Solutions

Mark Mungeam, ASGCA (American
Society of Golf Course Architects)

New England Specialty Soils
Read Custom Soils
SODCO
The First Green
The First Tee of Massachusetts
Tom Irwin, Inc.

Turf Products
Pete Walsh, Golf Professional
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Gazing in the Grass
Frank S. Rossi, Ph.D.

The summer stress period is

upon most of the Northeast

with temperature and humidity

levels summing to over 150.

This is a measurable method to

gauge chronic stress that will

challenge the stress tolerance

of cool season turf stands from

VA to ME. (See FORECAST Map

Image available at http: //turf.eas.cornell.edu/app/maps
threats/hstress) Soil temperatures also warming rapidly
at two inch depth from mid 60’s to upper 70’s. As drying
persists in some areas expect soil temperature to rise
quickly. Of course this is preferable to wet soils that when
they heat up hold heat and stress longer!

Rainfall has been more sporadic across the region with
some distinct drier areas in the last few weeks. This has
lead to a rapid emergence of drought stressed turf. It
seems after almost 12 months of record rainfall, the brief
drying period with high solar radiation levels driving ET
loss is exposing poor soil conditions, poor rooting depth,
and creating stress that worsens summer patch, take-all
patch and annual bluegrass weevil feeding damage.

It should be no surprise that in simple terms, plants in

Volume 20:8

Heat Stress Risk Level
2019-07-05

e ACIS

Tagors Chrme Centa

native soils that have moderate to poor drainage have adapted to persistent wet conditions.
Over time these conditions promote shallow rooting that will not sustain top growth and as soil
warm not likely create new roots. Intensely managed sand-based golf and sports systems have
been performing nicely under very wet conditions if surface organic matter is properly
managed. In fact, good drainage has allowed roots to follow water as nutrients and other
compounds are drawn down in the soil profile, promoting deeper rooting, even among

historically shallow annual bluegrass surfaces.




Climate models that predict pest pressure and risk
of damage are emerging as important tools. Turfgrass managers that
have embraced the use of these models admit they don't rely solely on models
such as the Smith-Kerns

Dollar Spot model when deciding on
making an pesticide application but
rather use as a part of decision-making.
Regardless of the model used, including
models for Brown Patch and Pythium
(also available on FORECAST website) it is
clear that the conditions are conducive
to widespread high risk of foliar
pathogen pressure.
Interestingly besides the aforementioned
pathogens, there has been an epidemic
of Red Thread (Laetisaria fuciformis) this
Spring, early Summer causing many turfgrass managers to make pesticide application to stop
significant turf loss. Red thread occurs during humid periods when the air temperatures are
between 16°C and 24°C (60°F and 75°F). The disease is especially severe on ALL types slow-
growing turf. Fine-leaf fescues and some ryegrasses are particularly susceptible. Again it is
being observed on turf that has been regularly fertilized but maybe not actively growing
enough and since temperatures to date have been cooler conditions have remained conducive
for many weeks. This persistent conducive environment has allowed an otherwise minor
nuisance pathogen to become a a source of significant turf damage. Good curative recovery, not
control, has been observed with chlorothalonil, flutolanil, iprodione, mancozeb and
pyraclostrobin. In one test, a formulation of myclobutanil caused foliar discoloration and stand
thinning to creeping red fescue when applied for red thread control.

Laetisaria fuciformis may produce spores for dispersal, however, the primary means of dispersal
is the spread of infected tissue and bits of the "red thread” (sclerotia) to healthy areas of grass.
This type of spread depends upon mowing, foot traffic, and other activities which occur on the
diseased turf. Invasion by the fungus is quick, and leaves may begin to die two days after
becoming infected. Fungal hyphae and dried pieces of the fragmented "red thread" enable the
fungus to survive when conditions are not favorable for disease development (winter, mid-
summer, etc.). During dry conditions, the "threads" may be viable for up to 2 years.

The increasing incidence of Red Thread over the last several years has enabled the fungal
population to build, resulting in the epidemic levels of this pathogen. This is a harbinger of
further foliar pathogen challenges that lie ahead with the amount of moisture in the system.
Long periods of wet leaves and wet soils creates ideal environments for fungal pathogens. Rich
Buckley, the Director fo Diagnostic Services at Rutgers University often quotes the late
Professor Noel Jackson when he says, “Moisture is the fuel for disease, temperature is the
throttle”. There is plenty of fuel in the tank so to speak, and now with increasing temperatures
expect the pending high risk for warmer season diseases to put the throttle down; first dollar
spot, then as temperatures rise Brown Patch and when temps rise further Pythium blight.
Therefore, any ability to promote drying on high value turf will help suppress pathogens. It is
wise to maintain active but not excessive growth as warmer pathogens are worsened with
higher growth rates. A




Oak Hill’s Michael Hughes has rendezvous with sport’s history
by Bill Doyle Hartmann | Jun 03, 2019

Michael Hughes got into golf as a tribute to his late grandfather,
and more than 20 years later, he’s still involved in the industry as
the new superintendent at Oak Hill Country Club in Fitchburg.

Hughes’ grandfather, Valentine Murphy, was a member at Andover
Country Club, and he died on March 29, 1995, at Massachusetts
General Hospital in Boston while he was reading Harvey Penick’s
“Little Red Book,” the highest selling golf book of all-time. Hughes
immediately began reading his grandfather’s book, and that same
week, Penick also passed away.

A day after serving as a pallbearer at Penick’s funeral, Ben
Crenshaw began playing in the Masters, and at age 43, he became
the second oldest Masters champion. While receiving his green
jacket, Crenshaw called Penick the 15th club in his bag.

“It was this whole week of moments,” Hughes recalled, “and I said,

»

Tve got to get into golf to connect with my grandfather.’

After each of Murphy’s 14 grandchildren turned 13, he took him or
her for lessons at Andover CC. Hughes had his lessons the summer

before his grandfather died.

The year his grandfather passed away, Hughes began caddying in
his hometown of Dedham at Dedham Country and Polo Club.
The superintendent asked him to run the shack at the skeet shoot-
ing range, and that’s what he did during the winter of his freshman
year at Dedham High.

“I'd click the button when they said pull, and I'd keep score,” he
said. “It was every Sunday over the winter. It was crazy. These
people were members at the club just for that. They didn’t even
play golf.”

The following summer, he joined the grounds crew, and he has
worked on golf courses ever since.

He helped the Dedham High golf team improve from 0-15 his
freshman year to 15-0 and Bay State Conference champions his
senior year. In 1999, he became a Francis Ouimet Scholar.

After graduating from UMass-Ambherst in 2003 with a degree in
plant and soil sciences, he worked on the grounds crew at Wellesley,
Granite Links and Walpole before taking over as superintendent at
Whitinsville Golf Club, a ninehole Donald Ross design, in March
2013.

During the 5% years that Hughes worked at Whitinsville, he felt

a renewed connection to Crenshaw, who used to play the course
when he was in the area to play PGA Tour events at Pleasant Valley
CC and referred it as a “hidden Ross gem.”

“I’ve never met Ben Crenshaw,” the Sutton resident said, “but I
hope someday to write him a letter and tell him how his (Masters)
win inspired me to go on this journey.”

Hughes, 37, still has Harvey Penick’s “Little Red Book” in his of-
fice, and its bookmark is still a Mass. General Hospital menu from
when his grandfather passed away.

Hughes left Whitinsville at the end of last year to become superin-
tendent at Oak Hill, but Whitinsville still means a lot to him.

Recently, he had lunch with Dave Johnson, another former
Whitinsville super who works at The Country Club in Brookline
now, and they reminisced about their time at Whitinsville.

“To a purist, it’s inspiring,” he said. “I’s golf in its purest form,
and it’s untouched. You can see the history there. There’s not a lot
of land that was moved. A golf course like that was built 100 years
ago without any machines, and it was done better than what we’re
doing today with all the technology that we have.”

When Scott Lagana decided to leave Oak Hill as superintendent
after 18 years, Hughes was hired because of his experience at pri-
vate clubs and his work ethic from a pool of more than 40 appli-
cants from as far away as Las Vegas, according to selection commit-
tee member Henry St. Cyr.

Oak Hill is an 18-hole course where Ross designed the back nine
and rebuilt the greens on the front nine. “Whitinsville is more of a
leisurely golf course,” Hughes said. “You can get lost in the nature
of Whitinsville. You kind of don’t feel like youre on a golf course.
Whereas Oak Hill is a test of golf. It’s a competitive golf course to
test yourself. It’s to test your might against your competitor’s. It’s a

difficult, difficule golf course.”

Hughes is an 11-handicap, but he doesn’t play as often as he once
did. He spends time with his fiancée Erin Finn, and he’s busy
working with Tyler Rae, a Ross restorer, to expand the greens to
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their original size in time for Oak Hill to host the Massachusetts
Open in 2021 during the club’s centennial year.

“They’ve shrunk big-time,” Hughes said. “There’s a lot of rough
between the collars and the bunkers, creating a double hazard.”
Hughes estimated that at least half of the greens will be increased
in size by 10 to 20 percent.

Hughes’s experience with Ross courses began when he grew up
playing at George Wright GC in Boston, and continued when he
interned at Charles River CC in Newton while he attended UMass.

Whitinsville hired Shaun Mitchell, the senior assistant at Worcester
CC, to replace Hughes and hired Mark Aldrich, the top assistant
pro at Worcester CC, to replace Matt Griffith as head pro. Griffith
is now the member day coordinator for Mass Golf. Oak Hill hosted
a member day on Monday.

Hughes marvels at how far he’s progressed in his career. “I'm lucky
to be where I am,” he said. “There’s a lot of people in my industry
who don’t get an opportunity to showcase their skills. I'm fortunate
that Whitinsville gave me an opportunity, and here I am meeting
my goals, and it’s humbling. I feel like I don’t have enough adver-
sity, and I should have more.”

Shining Pioneers

John Pagano, a rising sophomore at St. John’s, shot a 2-under

70 Tuesday to earn medalist honors in a Massachusetts Junior
Amateur qualifier at Dudley High GC. The 15-year-old Worcester
CC member birdied his last two holes to win the qualifier by a shot
and lead five qualifiers for the 101st Mass. Junior Amateur Aug.
19-22 at Crumpin-Fox Club in Bernardston. Competitors will play
36 holes of stroke play and the top 16 will advance to match play
for the final two days. The tournament is open to golfers with an
active Mass Golf~GHIN Handicap Index and who are ages 14-18.

St. John’s rising junior Raymond Dennehy IV, who plays out of
Oak Hill CC, and Grafton High rising sophomore Tyler Dupuis,
who plays out of Highfields Golf & CC in Grafton, shot even par
72s to grab the final two spots. St. John’s rising sophomore Zachary

Colon of The Haven CC shot a 74 to earn an alternate spot. St.
John’s rising sophomore Liam Tenney carded a 75 to tie for eighth.
So four Pioneers finished among the top nine.

Locals turn out

Six competitors from Central Mass. golf clubs will take part in the
New England Women’s Golf Association Amateur Championship
on Monday at GreatHorse in Hampden: Brooke Barrett of Pleasant
Valley, Joanne Catlin of Oak Hill, Grace Farland of Marlboro CC,
Christine Gagner of Bedrock, Danielle Lee of the International,
and Morgan Mitchell of Leicester CC.

Catlin is the last golfer from Central Mass. to win the event. In
2005, she defeated Juli Wightman on the third playoff hole at Lake
of Isles in North Stonington, Connecticut CC.

The 54-hole individual stroke play event runs through Wednesday.

Thirty-six-hole U.S. Amateur qualifiers will be held Monday

at Longmeadow CC and Wednesday at Andover CC. At stake
Monday will be two qualifying spots and two alternates for the
119th U.S. Amateur Championship Aug. 12-18 at Pinehurst Resort
and CC in Pinehurst, North Carolina. On Wednesday, three spots

and two alternates will be determined.

Central Mass. golfers scheduled to tee off at Longmeadow are:
Mark O’Sullivan and Connor Henderson of Southboro, Alan
Smith of Winchendon, Chris Healy of Charlton, Owen Quinn of
Holden, Tim Umphrey of Northboro, Jason Short of Marlboro,
and Zachary Magarian of Worcester.

Former St. John’s High teammates Brandon Parker, a Worcester
CC member, and Kyle Tibbets will be among the Central Mass.
golfers set to play at Andover. The others include: Ryan Tomaso
of Milford, Matt Carville of Auburn, and Cameron Sheedy of
Pepperell.

—Contact Bill Doyle at william.doyle@telegram.com.
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Timing Golf Course Aerification by Steve McDonald

Is there a “perfect” time for aerification? With some tried and- true tips and a healthy dose of
experience, turfgrass managers can make the best call.

July 2019 | Steven McDonald, M.S.

T IRETRE I TF

Reprinted from GCM.com

Aerifying dormant greens in early spring when there is no leaf growth on trees can
sometimes result in a longer recovery compared with waiting until the greens resume
normal growth. It is entirely weather-dependent. Photo by Steven McDonald

As an independent turfgrass consultant and
researcher, I get hundreds, if not thousands,
of agronomic questions each year. I could
easily write a monthly column about some
of the most perplexing questions I get while
visiting golf courses. Most of those visits
take place along the I-95 corridor — from
Richmond, Va., north to Boston — but my
work does allow me to venture out of this
region as well.

One of the most common questions I get
no matter where 'm working is about aeri-
fication timing. Whether you complete the
same practice at the same time each year
or switch up practices (depths of impact,
for example) and when those practices take
place, everyone at some point makes some
sort of hole or opening in greens, tees and,
hopefully, fairways.

There are sound agronomic reasons for
making holes in seemingly healthy play-
ing surfaces. Aerification is one of the most
important practices used on fine turf areas
that receive heavy machine and foot traffic.
Among the many documented benefits of
aerification, two of the most important are:

¢ It enables root systems to grow deeper
and more densely.

* It can improve playability and firm-
ness, as well as dilute thatch.

Unfortunately, I am often invited to consult
when even aerification can’t save the day —
when greens are on the verge of death and

I have to make suggestions to nurse them
back to health. Sometimes the call has to
be made to close greens to play while they
recover. Other times I feel like a coroner
when asked to explain the death of greens.
The presence of green grass in old aeri-
fication holes often provides useful clues

in an otherwise dead green. These holes
show that there are significant benefits to
aerification.

Balancing the stresses of
aerification

Despite its documented benefits, aerifica-
tion, without question, can be stressful on

turf when done under environmental pres-
sures such as heat and shade, or when done
to turf that is in poor health to begin with.
In most parts of the country, all of those
factors need to be considered during the
most popular time for aerification, which is
late summer and early fall.

Making that aerification hole — whether
through solid tining or by removing a

plug of soil/thatch/turf — incurs the risk
of heaving the turf, meaning the roots
separate from the soil. This is especially
problematic in late summer, when root
systems are weak. A heaved turf will take a
few weeks to re-root and, in the meantime,
will require more water, making the surface
softer than it was before aerification.

Aerification is also stressful because of the
sand commonly used to topdress the green
and the cleanup required. Sand on greens
in late summer can store a lot of heat,
especially when it’s sunny and tempera-
tures are higher than 88 degrees F. Think
about walking barefoot on beach sand on
an August day — the sand hurts your feet,
so you wear sandals. However, on a put-
ting green, the grass doesn’t get a reprieve
from the heat of the sand, which can cause
severe heat stress to the turf. Additionally,
the sand must be worked into the holes to
achieve the best benefits of core aerification.
Sand is abrasive, and extreme care needs to
be taken not to abrade the turf.

Blowing and dragging large amounts of sand on the surface of the turf is necessary to fill
the holes, but if done during stressful weather or too aggressively, such practices can lead
to abrasion and physical damage. Photo by Steven McDonald
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The impact on green speeds must also be
considered. More nitrogen is typically ap-
plied following aerification to get the holes
to fill in quicker, which can reduce green
speeds for three to five weeks or longer.
Applying additional nitrogen to speed re-
covery might have an unintended negative
impact too. For example, the stimulated
grass may require more frequent mowing
and rolling to obtain targeted speeds, but

The most common time to aerify is late
summer, and that’s also widely thought
to be the best time to aerate, agronomi-
cally speaking, because holes heal quick-
ly, and greens have typically recovered
before any late-summer or autumn golf
tournaments. [ agree that mid- to late
August and early September do provide
a good time for quick healing. However,
if the weather is not ideal at the time

mechanical damage may result from that

of aerification, as well as over the next

increase in maintenance, especially if there
is a significant amount of sand in the leaf

A necessary evil: Aerification keeps turf healthy
and playing well. GCM staff photo

few weeks during recovery, greens will
not heal as quickly as they would dur-

canopy.

Greens injured by late-summer aerification will likely remain in
poor condition until late autumn. Lifting and other mechanical
injuries may also result in slow recovery, and greens may remain
weak until the following spring, sometimes until April or May.

In my career, which has included more than 1,500 golf course vis-
its, I estimate I have seen more than 80 occurrences of greens hurt
by late-summer aerification in the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast
regions. In years such as 2018, aerification in late August and
September caused notable damage, regardless of which method
(hollow tines vs. solid tines vs. aggressive spiking) was used.

Even waiting until early October is no guarantee for success:

2018 was unusually hot and wet, and those environmental stresses
resulted in extremely slow recovery from aerification. Another con-
sideration at that time of year is the shortening of daily sunlight,
which can lead to frosts, which slow turf growth significantly.

In some years, August may be a great time to aerate, but it only
takes one event of extreme turf stress to cause superintendents to
rethink when and how they aerify. The injury from aerification in
2018 (and other years) varied among courses and from green to
green on those courses. Many times, shaded greens or greens that
lacked air movement were most severely damaged.

Recipes for aerification success

There is not a single recipe for successful aerification timing and
methods that is applicable to every golf course. Some golf courses
experience little golf from Halloween until late spring, for example,
and these courses potentially have fewer issues with aerification
timing because they have more flexibility. Some golf courses have a
core group of 20 to 30 players who will play almost every day of the
year, including in winter, as long as they can access the golf course.

Every course is unique in regard to golfing schedule, budget, labor,
grass species and growing environments. For many, you can add
seasonal concerns, a heavy tournament schedule, or the agendas
of club professionals or owners to the mix. It’s hard to say which
of those factors is the most important, but it varies from course

to course, and the superintendents on the ground at those facili-
ties will know the landscape best and how to make an informed
decision.

ing favorable weather. Do you trust the
weather forecast? Keep in mind, if significant damage does occur, it
could mean 30 to 60 days of additional stress on your greens.

Ideally, in the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast, autumn greens aeri-
fication would occur in mid- to late September or early October,
which would generally give 14 to 18 days of good growth prior

to frost. Unfortunately for many clubs, this timing overlaps with
the height of year-end golf events, at a time of year that typically
provides outstanding weather for playing golf. After frost occurs in
October/November, there will be a significant reduction in growth
and recovery, so pushing aerification back later into autumn can
sometimes lead to other issues.

Late-autumn aerification (late October/November/December) is
the least stressful on the actual turf, and more aggressive practices
can be performed during that time frame. The downside is that
sunlight hours are short and nighttime temperatures are cool, so
even if there are some warm days, the holes will typically not heal
until spring. Additionally, if the turf has shade from the south, soil
will usually take longer to dry out following aerification.

Despite all the factors superintendents must consider regarding
late-fall aerification, I do have many clients aerifying with high
levels of success after their closing-day events in October. When
they are aggressive in late fall, it takes pressure off eatly-spring
aerification, enabling them to do something less injurious in spring,
followed by some small-tine openings of the surface in May/June
(which heal in seven to 10 days). This regimen should allow super-
intendents to comfortably maintain putting greens in a healthier
condition with little to no disruption from the middle of April
until late October. I have never seen an increase in winterkill or any
issues with late-autumn aerification, even when it has been highly
aggressive.

If holes from aggressive late-autumn/winter aerification are still
visible in the green in spring, a simple solid tine, smaller coring tine
or less aggressive sand injection (or a combination of those) could
be done in spring. This lowers the pressure to be aggressive during
spring aerification if the greens are performing well and thatch is
not excessive. It also reduces the dilemma of how aggressive to be,
knowing spring weather is highly unpredictable.

Spring aerification

Spring is one of the most challenging times to aerify, especially for
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sand-based bentgrass greens in the Mid-Atlantic, Northeast and
Upper Midwest. No matter the timing, an aerification hole made
from March 1 through May 1 will likely not heal fully until mid-
May in most years.

So why is it that we want to run out and make holes as soon as
possible in spring? For many, the golf schedule drives this train.

If possible, consider waiting until the grass has resumed normal
growth (May or early June). Coring when grass is actively growing

will impact golfers for fewer days in spring. For example, if the hole
is made on May 15, it will likely heal in 12 to 14 days. By compari-
son, a hole made on April 1 can take 30 to 40 days to heal fully.

Prevention of excessive organic matter accumulation requires
aerification and sand topdressing. Photo by Steven McDonald

Further complicating matters is spring weather, which can be
unpredictable, with cold soils and low sun angles. The numerous
early spring golf events that most facilities host make timing spring
aerifications even more difficult.

The other big factor driving aerification scheduling and timing,
regardless of when superintendents are considering doing this
work, is staffing. All of us in the green industry are well aware of
the labor issues facing superintendents, and aerification is certainly
a labor-intensive and time-consuming process. Many golf course
managers feel they have more labor in August and September
than they do in November, for example, and schedule aerification
accordingly. But don’t sleep in the off-season, when you can do
four to six greens a day or take the course of two weeks to finish as
the weather allows, given that the growth rate of the grass is slow
and the golf course may not be as crowded. As with anything, this
might not be possible at all golf courses.

Pick your poison

The dilemma of aerification timing is not going to change anytime
soon. There is no ideal time to aerify putting greens, but there

also isn’t an ideal time to close them for four to six weeks because
of poor turf health or turf loss from a lack of oxygen or excessive

thatch.

My suggestion would be to try different timings and methods,
see what works and what doesn’t for your situation, and trust

your instincts. If your aerification program is working well both
below the ground — you're keeping thatch in check, roots are
deep and dense, etc. — and above it — you're getting good grass
performance — then there is no need to consider changes to your
aerification timing,.

Otherwise, try some of the suggestions noted above, even if only on
a practice green, to learn how timing the process impacts recovery.
Regardless of when and how aggressive your aerifications are, there
will be complaints. But for superintendents, that’s just par for the
course.

Poa annua and aerification timing

Many argue that aerifying in late autumn encourages Poa annua
germination. Poa germination patterns can vary widely based on
many factors. A field research study in Maryland found this to be
partially true, but field observations I've made after visiting many
of the same golf courses for more than 10 years have illustrated that
if you aerate after the Poa germinates, you may naturally be able to
mitigate this problem in late autumn.

Research at two golf courses in Maryland between late September
and the middle of October found that the majority (50% to 70%)
of Poa had germinated by that time, and most germination ended
by early November (1). The research found that, on average, 24%
of all Poa seedlings emerged between November and May. My field
observations line up with this data, and I have seen significantly
more Poa in greens aerated before Nov. 1 in most years in the Mid-
Atlantic and Northeast regions. I have also seeded Poa (collected
seedheads in spring and cleaned and dried them for the follow-

ing autumn) for research trials, and we have struggled to get it to
germinate after the middle of October in fumigated soils with no
competition.

Is there a higher risk of Poa invasion into greens when they are thin
from aerification damage in August or September, given that 50%
to 70% of the total Poa germinates in late September or October
in Maryland? Or is there a higher risk of Poa encroachment with
aerification late into the year? Although there is no exact research
on this question, a lot of nearly pure creeping bentgrass greens are
aerified in late autumn each year. Many other components besides
aerification — use of plant growth regulators, shade, Poa seed
bank, existing populations of bentgrass and Poa — also factor into
this issue.

Literature cited

1. Kaminski, J.E., and P.H. Dernoeden. 2007.

Seasonal Poa annua L. seedling emergence patterns in Maryland.
Crop Science

47(2):773-779.

doi:10.2135/cropsci2006.03.0191

Steve McDonald, M.S., is the president of Turfgrass Disease
Solutions, located in Pottstown, Pa.
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The most prominent — and successful — course superintendent in North
Shore golf history soon will be stepping aside after a record-setting tenure

at Salem Country Club.
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Kip Tyler, who came to Salem from the
famed Medinah No. 3 course outside
Chicago in 1982 to prepare the club’s grand
Donald Ross-designed course for the 1984
U.S. Women’s Open, is set to retire at the
end of the 2019 season after 38 years as the
man in charge of the course’s grass, sand,
trees and flowers.

His is, I believe, the longest term of a
course superintendent among the North
Shore’s history-rich “Fab Five” courses

-- Salem, Myopia, Essex, Tedesco and
Kernwood — dating back to the founding
of the very first of these properties, Essex,
in 1893.

We have already acknowledged the 41st and
final season for Tedesco head professional
Bob Green, an astounding achievement in
its own right and a standard for the region’s
private club pros. The private club pro has
his 300-plus bosses to contend with on a
daily basis from April through October,
sometimes longer.

A course superintendent is put to the test
to an even greater degree, since they must
deal with those same demanding members
but also Mother Nature, every day of the
year, let alone from early spring to late fall.
Their job is measured on a daily basis by
the players who traverse his tees, fairways
and greens.

Commendably, Tyler has passed the acid
test — keeping his membership happy — for

38 years. The Ohio native also has had his
course not only championship-ready all
those months for the people who pay his
salary, but also for the United States Golf
Association and the three national champi-
onships it has conducted at Salem: the 1984
Open as well as the 2001 and 2017 U.S.
Senior Opens.

Toss in for good measure Tyler and

Salem CC hosting one New England
Amateur, one Massachusetts Open and
one Massachusetts Women’s Amateur, and
the Newburyport resident can boast one
amazing legacy when he departs at end of
the season.

“When I came to Salem I had no idea how
long I’d be here,” Tyler, the 2001 National
Superintendent of the Year as proclaimed
by the Golf News, recalled. “I was hoping
to stay as long as I wanted to; as long as I
did the job the membership expected of me.
I appreciate that the membership approved
of my work, and that of my staff, all these
years.”

Tyler was an obvious raw talent anxious to
move to the next level professionally when
he left a prestigious job where he was in

charge of nationally ranked Medinah No.
3, site of various major championships and
a recent Ryder Cup. Thus he came east and
thrived at Salem, which in ‘84 hosted its
first USGA Open in 30 years and its first

USGA event in seven.

“I was on the search committee when we
chose Kip to take over our grounds,” said
Oliver Cook, who served as Salem’s liaison
to the USGA for many years and was
general chairman when the club hosted the
USGA Senior Amateur in ‘77, the Women’s
Open in ‘84 and the Senior Open in 2001.

“As the years have proven, we made the
right choice. For nearly 40 years Kip has
excelled in preparing our classic course for
the USGA, Mass Golf and New England
Golf and the members. We owe Kip and his
staff, including former superintendent Cliff
Nunes, Richie Selvo and Ken Girard, a
huge debt of gratitude for the job they and
the rest of their team did for us year after
year.”

“Ive enjoyed working for Salem all these
years,” said the 65-year-old Tyler, “with the
leadership, the Green Committees and their
chairmen. I enjoyed coming to work with

Call your VGM Club team today at
800.363.5480 or visit us online
at www.vgmclub.com.

Clubh Food & Be

We proudly support
GCSA of New England

In 2019, VGM Club members are saving on anything from turf
equipment, chemical and fertilizers, replacement parts, golf course
accessories and so many other items...for even the simplest task!

Jim Murray
jim.murray@vgm.com
203.952.8252
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my staff every day, keeping Salem in the best condition we could,
no matter what time it was in the season.”

“Watching Kip work our beautiful property for many years,” Salem
CC president Tom Bates said, “he has done one terrific job year
after year. He's kept the course in pristine condition, stayed within
budget -- something I appreciated even more after serving as trea-
surer for 16 years -- and he was always professional, easy to work
with. We were fortunate to have such a man dedicated to Salem for
so many years.”

As Cook’s successor as general chairman and USGA liaison for the
2017 U.S. Senior Open, Bill Sheehan gained a fresh perspective on
Tyler’s talents.

“I was well aware of the miracle Kip performed for the 2001 U.S.
Senior Open after all the winter kills the course suffered leading
into the 2001 season,” Sheehan recalled. “Kip transformed a mori-
bund course after a brutal winter that killed a large percentage of
fairway and greens turf into an absolute gem in just a few weeks.”

This observer remembers defending champ Hale Irwin mucttering
softly as we walked to his car following 2001 U.S. Senior Open
Media Day (with no golf), “I don’t know how they’re going to

[

- Mike Dachowski, Superintendent

| may

bring the course back in time for the Open.”

But Tyler, with assistance from fellow superintendents and his own
determined staff, did in fact bring the course back to near-pristine

condition, much to the delight of hard-to-please USGA officials.

“Kip was our star again in 2017, giving the USGA an excellent
conditioned course for their second U.S. Senior Open here,”
Sheehan said. “Everyone at the USGA sang his praise after
Championship Week.

“On another level, Kip’s genius lay in his ability year after year to
keep the course in top shape from the cool of early spring through
the hottest days of June through August until the last leaves
dropped from the trees in late fall. Kip will be missed, but never
forgotten around here.”

Tyler avoided a near-disaster, though not his own doing, during
the ‘84 Women’s Open (nationally televised, like the two Senior
Opens), his big-time debut at Salem.

“The USGA let the greens get char-broiled on what was a hot and
dry week,” he remembered. “We almost lost the greens (meaning
the living green grass on the putting surfaces nearly turned deadly

e felt the 9009/ was the perfect fit for us here at Shelter Harbor. The quality of cut we
got was just second to none. It was unbelievable how well that machine performed. ? ’_

TTH f-

14, ove the A Model mowers, especially the reel technology. I even more impres
with some of the adjustments that we can make, thanks to the TechControl display. ?

— Keith Wood, Superintendent

They know the A Model mowers. Do you?

Trusted by the Best

. JOHN DEERE

The reviews are in: our A Model mowers will give you more control and more exacting results on
your course. Thanks to the TechContral display you can contral your operator’s turn speed, plug in
mow and transport speeds, service reminders and receive diagnostic feedback quickly and accurately.

Take it from the best: the power to control your course is now in your hands. To find out more
about our new A Madels, contact your lecal John Deere Golf distributer today.

FINCH—

SERVICES. INC.

JohnDeere.com/Colf

DISTRIBUTOR

OF THE YEAR

_2017_
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www finchinc.com
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brown) for the weekend. But the USGA eventually allowed us to
syringe the greens during both days. That was a close call.”

Tyler lauded the understanding membership during the pre-Senior
Open weeks and months in 2001. “The turf suffered big time from
winter-kill into late May,” he said. “We had to keep the course
closed that season until the Senior Open started the last week in
June. There was no secret potion; it was simply about applying the
right combination of water and grass seed at the right time. Mother
Nature cooperated, and the membership was great about dealing
with the fact they couldn’t play their own course until July.”

The weather in winter and spring leading into the 2017 Senior
Open was just fine. The course was near-perfect for Championship
Week the end of June, but evening rain prior to the first round on
Thursday softened up the course, especially the greens, and made
the course defenseless for the best players over-50 in the world.
That explained the record-setting low scores that identified a fine
winner in Kenny Perry; the Kentuckian shot 16-under 264. The
total number of strokes was a record, not the score in relation to

par.

“I had no complaints with the scoring,” Tyler said. “We had the
course in great shape.”

Bob Doran Lauren Baldarelli John Toomey
4978-230-2244 978-860-5469 478-660-0175
bob@nesoils.com  lauren@nesoils.com  jt@nesoils.com

This article was written by Gary Larrabee, a
prolific writer and noted golf historian. He is
also a friend of golf course superintendents and
has promoted them, their contributions to the
game, the industry and the profession of golf
course management.

The article was published in the Salem (MA)
News.

-
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www.nesoils.com
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Total Solutions

For over 40 years, Turf Products continues to be the single source supplier
for all your irrigation and turf management equipment, delivering superior
quality and unmatched customer service to the golf industry.

HE turf products oy
W . -”?"F“-’_*.'

P
1

\I'f-

-fn--.

Frnm drammmp.e: o chains . v

TPC can supply all your gnlf course needs.
Pond aerators, ball washers, soil sensors and
lightning detectors are just a few of the

thousands of items we carry.

For All Equipment & Irrigation:
PARTS DIRECT: (800) 296-7442
Email: partsdept@turfproductscorp.com
SERVICE DIRECT: (800) 442-9910
Email: servicedept@turfproductscorp.com
MAIN OFFICE: (800) 243-4355
www.turfproductscorp.com
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Exclusive Distributor for Rain Bird Golf

MA, NH, VT, ME and RI

RaNIBIRD

Northeast Golf & Turf Supply

a division of Northeast Nursery, Inc. - Est. 1982

PRODUCT CATEGORIES
+Granular Fertilizers +Control Products +Turfgrass Seed

+Specialty Nutrients +Soil Conditioners +Golf Course Accessories

ATION SUPPLY gle "ENTER U SATION SUPPLY
A deal on H

Learn more about our products and services at: Www.northeastnursery.com

oot sand?

We do. About 10 million
cubic yards of clean,
USGA quality sand.

Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247
Ed Downing  508-440-1833 /;

4

)JREAD CUSTOM SOILS

AN A.D. MAKEPEACE COMPANY
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MTE is a proud GCSANE sponsor, and 3
the award-winning source for allof -
your turf equipment needs!

For these and more, visit or call us:
115 Franklin Street Ext.
Derry, NH 03038
(603) 404-2286
www.mte.us.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Bryce Fountain
Assistant Superintendent, The Haven Country Club

Rob Nolek
Affiliate, MTE-Turf Equipment Solutions

n
Summer went on the wWago!

Past issues of the NEWSLETTER are available
using this link: http://bit.ly/GCSANEnewsletters.

-

OUR. PASSION I s As in the past, The Newsletter continues to invite

Affiliate members to submit a press release about new
personnel, new products or a company bio. We will print
each and every release free of charge. This is a great
way to advertise for free. Who said nothing in this world
is free? Free advertising to better your company, wow
what an offer.

Harris Schnare | 800-582-5959 | harris@tomirwin.com
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Please patronize these Friends of the Association

Agresource, Inc.

BASF Turf & Ornamental

Charles C. Hart Seed Co., Inc.

110 Boxford Rd.
Rowley, MA 01969

Agresource Inc. is a proud manufacturer and
distributor of quality compost, soil, and sand
throughout the northeast for over 30 years.

Agresport, a division of Agresource focused on
materials and services specifically for the golf
and sports fields market working together to
enhance and maintain your unique properties

Dave Harding office: (978) 388-5110
cell: (978) 904-1203

Mike Carignan 978-270-9132

mcarignan@agresourceinc.com

www. agresourceinc. com

Atlantic Golf & Turf

9 Industrial Boulevard
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Specializing in agronomy through
the distribution of fertilizer, seed &
chemicals throughout New England.

Chris Cowan (413) 530-5040
Paul Jamrog (401) 524-3322
Scott Mackintosh CPAg (774) 551-6083

wwuw.atlanticgolfandturf-com

A-OK Turf Equipment Inc.

1357 Main St.
Coventry, RI 02816-8435

Lastec, Tycrop, Blec, Wiedenmann,
Therrien, Graden, Sweep & Fill,

Baroness, & used equipment.
Mike Cornicelli (401) 826-2584

www.pavewithasi.com

Barenbrug USA

Suppliers of supercharged bentgrasses now
with Aquatrols, Turf Blue HGT, Regenerating
perennial rye (RPG), and Turfsaver RTF, the

only rhizomatous tall fescue on the market.

Harley Ingham
jingham@barusa.com

169 Kings Hwy
Hancock, NH 03449

“We don’t make the turf.
We make it better.”

Pete Jacobson (919) 530-9062
peter.jacobson@basf.com

BACKED by BAYER

304 Main St.
Wethersfield, CT 06109

Authorized distributor for Bayer, Syngenta,
Grigg Brothers foliar fertilizers, & Aquatrols.
Specializing in custom seed blends.

Robin Hayes (508) 237-2642

Country Club Enterprises

Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
brian.giblin@bayer.com

www.backedbybayer.com

Beals & Thomas, Inc.

PO Box 670, 29 Tobey Rd.
W. Wareham, MA 02676

Club Car golf cars, Carryall utility vehicles.

Keith Tortorella (508) 982-4820
Mike Giles (978) 454-5472

Cub Cadet / MTD Products

144 Turnpike Road
Southborough, MA 01772

32 Court Street
Plymouth, MA 02360

Civil Engineers—Landscape Architects—Land
Surveyors—Planners—Environmental Specialists

Sarah Stearns 508-366-0560
sstearns@bealsandthomas.com

Beals & Thomas specializes in golf course site
design services including irrigation pond analysis
& design, drainage & utility improvements,
permitting, hydrogeologic evaluations,
construction administration, boundary &
topographic surveys, master planning

& project design.

The Cardinals, Inc.

166 River Rd., PO Box 520
Unionville, CT 06085

Golf course & landscape supplies.

John Callahan (860) 916-3947
Dennis Friel (617) 755-6558

Cavicchio Greenhouses, Inc.

110 Codjer Lane
Sudbury, MA 01776

Annuals, perennials, garden mums,
ground covers, loam, & mulch.

Darren Young (978) 443-7177

Cub Cadet’s innovative products utilize
advanced technologies to enable turf managers
to achieve consistently excellent turf conditions,
reduce operational costs and improve overall
turf health. From robotic greens mowers

to all-electric pitch mowers, explore how

Cub Cadet is “Unlocking Possible” and

setting the standard for turf that delivers:

www.cubcadetturf.com

DAF Services, Inc.

20 Lawnacre Rd.
Windsor Locks, CT 06096

Custom pumping solutions. Custom pump
controls. Complete pump service.

Serving all of New England.
Dick Young (860) 623-5207

Dependable Petroleum Service

One Roberts Road
Plymouth, MA 02360

UST / AST facility maintenance,
installation & compliance testing.

Bruce Garrett / Francis Turner

(508) 747-6238
bgarrett@dependablecompany.com

www.dependablecompany.com
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Finch Services, Inc.

Irrigation Management & Services

Mayer Tree Service

Finch Services is your premier John Deere
Golf Distributor in the Northeast.

Wesley Weyant (978) 758-8671
Bill Rockwell (508) 789-5293
Mark Casey (617) 447-4076

Call or visit our website at www.finchinc.com

Five Star Golf Cars &
Utility Vehicles

724 MacArthur Boulevard
Pocasset, MA 02559

E-Z GO Golf Cars, Cushman Utility Vehicles

Andrew Ingham (617) 780-5482
Andrew@fivestargolfcars.com
MA Territory

Harrell’s LLC

19 Technology Drive
Auburn, MA 01501

Turf & Ornamental supplies.

Chuck Bramhall (508) 400-0600
Jim Cohen (978) 337-0222

Mike Kroian (401) 265-5353
Mike Nagle (508) 380-1668

Jim Favreau (978) 227-2758

Helena Chemical Company

101 Elm Street
Hatfield, MA 01038

National distributors of all your turf
chemicals & fertilizers. Extensive line
of Helena Branded wetting agents,
foliars, micro nutrients & adjuvants.

Louis Bettencourt, CGCS (978) 580-8166
Chris Leonard (339) 793-3705

www.helenachemical.com

International Golf
Construction Co.

5 Purcell Rd.
Arlington, MA 02474

Golf course construction.

Antonios Paganis
(781) 648-2351
(508) 428-3022

21 Lakeview Ave.
Natick, MA 01760

Irrigation consultation, design,
& system evaluation.

Bob Healey, ASIC, CID (508) 653-0625

Ken Jones Tire, Inc.

71-73 Chandler St.
Worcester, MA 01613

Distributor of tires for lawn & garden, trucks,
cars, industrial equipment, & golf cars.

Gerry Jones (508) 755-5255

Larchmont Engineering
& Irrigation

11 Larchmont Lane
Lexington, MA 02420

Offering a full range of inventory for
irrigation drainage, pumps, fountains &
landscape lighting products & services for all
of your residential & commercial needs.

(781) 862-2550 Susan Tropeano

Lazaro’s Golf Course
Supplies & Accessories

dba Hammond Paint & Chemical Co., Inc.
738 Main St., Suite 223
Waltham, MA 02154

Complete line for all your of golf course
supplies. Par Aide, Standard, agle
One, turf & ornamentals, aquatics, turf
marking paint, safety items, adjuvants.
Joe Lazaro—cell: (617) 285-8670

Fax: (781) 647-0787

Email: jlazaro698 @aol.com

www.lazarogolfcoursesupplies.com

Maher Services

71 Concord Street
N. Reading, MA 01864

Well drilling, pump service & well maintenance

Peter Maher cell: (781) 953-8167
or (978) 664-WELL (9355)
Fax (978) 664-9356

wwuw. maberserv. com

Providing a wide range of tree care from Plant
Health Care to tree removal. Mobile wood
waste grinding services. Stump grinding.
Land clearing. Loam and mulch delivery. Tree
pruning to enhance shot value and playability.

Richard Grant (978) 500-8849

rich@mayertree.com

MAS Golf Course Construction

60 Lumber St.
Hopkinton, MA 01748

Fulfilling all your renovation
and construction needs.

Matthew Staffieri (508) 243-2443

matt@masgolfconstruction

www.masgolfconstruction.com

McNulty Construction Corp.

P. O. Box 3218
Framingham, MA 01705

Asphalt paving of cart paths, walkways,
parking areas; imprinted asphalt.

John McNulty (508) 879-8875

MTE, Inc. -
Turf Equipment Solutions

115 Franklin Street Extension
Derry, NH 03038

New England’s source for equipment: New &
pre-owned mowers, tractors, & maintenance
items from: Jacobsen, Turfco, Smithco, Ventrac,
Redexim, Neary Grinders, Ryan, Buffalo
Turbine, Mahindra, Gravely, Standard, Par-Aide
& others. Sales, Parts, & Service all brands.

Derry Shop: (603) 404-2286

Rob Nolek: (617) 990-2427 Eastern MA
Jess Hamilton: (603) 500-3936 NH
Sean Smith: (207) 385-6684 ME

Bob Barrow: (401) 537-8597 RI

Alan Hubbard: (413) 355-0603
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Please patronize these Friends of the Association

Mungeam Cornish
Golf Design, Inc.

195 SW Main Street
Douglas, MA 01516

Golf course architects

Office: (508) 476-5630
Cell: (508) 873-0103
Email: info@mcgolfdesign.com

Contact: Mark A. Mungeam, ASGCA

www.mcgolfdesign.com

New England Specialty Soils

435 Lancaster Street
Leominster, MA 01453

Imm. Top Dressing Sand, High Density Bunker
Sand, Rootzone Mixes, Tee Blends, Divot Mixes,
Bridging Stone, Cart Path Mix, Infield Mixes,
Inorganic Amendments, SLOPE LOCK Soil.

Bob Doran (978) 230-2244
John Toomey (978) 660-0175
Lauren Baldarelli (978) 860-5469

www.nesoils.com

New England Turf Farm, Inc.

P.O. Box 777
‘West Kingston, R1 02892

Many types of tallgrasses and bentgrass
available for golf courses, sports turf and
landscapers. Expert installation available.

Office: (800) 451-2900
Ernie Ketchum (508) 364-4428
erniesod @comcast.net

Mike Brown (508) 272-1827

www.newenglandturf-com

NMP Golf Construction Corp.

25 Bishop Ave.
Ste. A-2, Williston, VT 05495

Golf course construction

Mario Poirier (888) 707-0787

Northeast Golf & Turf Supply

6 Dearborn Road
Peabody, MA 01960

Complete line of Golf Course, Landscape &
Lawn Care
Construction & Maintenance Supplies

Tom Rowell (978) 317-0673
Jeff Brown (508) 868-8495
Dan Ricker (978) 317-7320

North Shore Hydroseeding

Read Custom Soils

49 North Putnam St.
Danvers, MA 01923

Hydroseeding & erosion control services.
Brian King (978) 762-8737

www.nshydro.com

Nutrien Solutions

Suppliers of Chemicals,
Fertilizer, & Grass Seed

(978) 685-3300
Nick Burchard (401) 601-7213

Drew Cummins (401) 952-4219
www.nutrien.com

On-Course Golf Inc.,
Design/Build

16 Maple Street
Acton, MA 01720

Golf Course Craftsmen. We serve all your
remodeling and renovation needs. You can trust
your project with us! We make you look good!

Sean Hanley (978) 337-6661

www.on-coursegolf.com

Precision Laboratories

1428 S. Shields Drive
Waukegan, IL 60083

Specialized chemistries that enhance
plants, seeds, soil and water.

Greg Bennett 978-877-3772

www.precisionlab.com

Prime Source

3208 Peach Street
Erie, PA 16508

National, full line distributor of turf,
ornamental & specialty products. Exclusive
distributor of Prime Source branded
pesticides & specialty products.

Mike Blatt, Northeast Territory Manager
(814) 440-7658

Putnam Pipe Corp.

Hopkinton & Taunton, MA

Distributor of water, sewer, drain and stormwater
pipe & fittings. Erosion & sediment control
products. Free delivery & 24-hour service.

David Putnam 508-435-3090

5 Pond Park Road, Suite 1
Hingham, MA 02043

Consistent sand for the next twenty years.
Top dressing sands, root zone blends,
high density bunker sand,“early green”
black sand, divot & cart path mixes.

Mark Pendergrast (617) 686-5590
Garrett Whitney (617) 697-4247
Ed Downing (508) 440-1833

www. reﬂdcustomsoils. com

SiteOne Landscape Supply, LLC

7 Lincoln Road
Foxboro, MA 02035

Offerringh our customers the most complete line
of products, service & expertise in the industry.

Ron Tumiski (508) 697-2757

Sodco Inc.

PO Box 2
Slocum, R1 02877

1-800-341-6900

Black Beauty, Tall Fescue, Green & Fairway
Height Bent, Short Cut Black Beauty,
Short Cut Blue, 90-10 Fine Fescue

Installation options available

Contact: Pat Hogan, Alicia Pearson

Southwest Putting
Greens of Boston

P.O. Box 827
Westford, MA 01886

Synthetic turf, tee lines, practice greens,
outdoor & indoor practice facilities.

Douglas Preston (978) 250-5996

Syngenta Professional Products

P.O. Box 1775
Wells, ME 04090

John Bresnahan (413) 333-9914
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712

Target Specialty Products

165 Grove Street, Suite 70
Franklin, MA 02038

Supplier of fertilizer, chemicals & grass seed.

Jim Pritchard, Territory Manager 401-862-1098
Glenn Larrabee 774-670-8880
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Tartan Farms, LLC

TurfCloud powered by GreenSight

VGM Club

P.O. Box 983
West Kingston, RI 02892
Dave Wallace (401) 641-0306

Tanto Irrigation

5 N. Payne street
Elmsford, NY 10532

Golf Irrigation specialists. Proudly
providing the Golf Industry with
irrigation services for over 50 Years.

Bill Bartels 914-347-5151

tantoirrigation.com

Tom Irwin Inc.

12 Channel Street, Ste 605
Boston, MA 02210

Whether its autonomous drone service to keep
your turf dialed in or a digital platform to keep
your data on point, TurfCloud has you covered!

Jason VanBuskirk

VP Sales & Marketing
(774) 244-2630
jvb@greensightag.com
drift.me/jvb

www.turfcloud.com
@greensight
@TurfCloud

Turf Enhancement Enterprises

13 A Street
Burlington, MA 01803

(800) 582-5959

We bring you a network of professionals and
innovative solutions dedicated to your success.
With Tom Irwin, you're not alone.

Tree Tech, Inc.

6 Springbrook Rd
Foxboro, MA 02035

Foxboro, Wellesley, Fall River

Full service tree service specializing in
zero impact tree removal, stcump grinding,
tree pruning & tree risk assessments by
our team of Certified Arborists.

Andy Felix (508) 543-5644

Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Inc.

PO Box 167
Wood River Junction, Rl 02894

Tuckahoe Turf grows some of the finest sod in
the Northeast. We grow Kentucky Bluegrass,

Fine Fescue, Tall Fescue, and Blue/Fescue blends.

We also have several bentgrass varieties at both
tee and green height. Please call for details.

Scott McLeod (401) 230-2631
Peter DeBrusk (603) 819-9700
800-556-6985

Featuring Floratine products, JRM tines
and bed knives and Greenleaf Turbo
Drop air induction spray nozzles.

Tom Fox 508-450-9254
Brian Juneau 781-738-3201

Turf Products

157 Moody Rd.
Enfield, CT 06082

Toro Equipment & Irrigation—
Serving the industry since 1970

800-243-4355

Bill Conley

Nat Binns (332) 351-5189
Tim Berge (860) 490-2787,
Andy Melone (508) 561-0364

www.turfproductscorp.com

Valley Green

14 Copper Beech Drive
Kingston, MA 02364

Phone: (413) 533-0726
Fax: (413) 533-0792

“Wholesale distributor of turf products”

Doug Dondero (508) 944-3262
Jon Targett (978) 855-0932
Joe Trosky (860) 508-9875

We proudly support the GCSA of New England
Call your VGM Club team at 800-363-5480

Local Representative:
Jim Murray  (203) 952-8252
jim.murray@vgm.com

www.vemelub.com

Winding Brook Turf Farm

Wethersfield, CT and Lyman, ME

240 Griswold Road
Wethersfield, CT 06109
Kathy Arcari (401) 639-5462

karcari@windingbrookturf.net

www.windingbrookturf.com

WinField United

29 Gilmore Drive—Unit C
Sutton, MA 01590

Using industry-leading insights to provide
you with the products that help you win.

Time Hanrahan (978) 815-9810

Winterberry Irrigation

Pump service, installation and sales.
Irrigation installation, service, repairs, and sales.
Wire tracking, GPS mapping, grounding

testing, start-up, and winterization.

Matt Faherty 860-681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com

Visit www.winterberryirrigation.com

WSP USA

Offices throughout New England
Hydro-geologists and Engineers

Rob Good 203-929-8555
rob.good@wsp.com

www.wsp.com/en-US/sectors/hydrogeology
Water supply investigation, development.
engineering, and permitting;

including groundwater, surface water,
ponds and pumping systems.

July 2019


http://tantoirrigation.com
http://www.turfproductscorp.com
mailto:karcari@windingbrookturf.net
http://www.windingbrookturf.com
mailto:mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
http://www.winterberryirrigation.com
mailto:rob.good@wsp.com

Golf Course Superintendents Association of New England
The Newsletter—Rate Schedule

THE NEWSLETTER DISPLAY ADVERTISING ORDER FORM

Company Name: Phone:

Address:

Contact Name: Email:

Issues (List month and total number):

Amount of Check: (Made payable to “GCSANE”)

4 Times 6 Times 8 Times Annual
Monthly Per Yr. Per Yr. Per Yr. Rate

Member Rates: Rate (Save 5%) (Save 10%) | (Save 10%) | (Save 15%)
[ 1/4 page (vertical; 3.75” wide x 5" deep) | @ $90.00 0 $342.00 O $486.00 1 $648.00 |1 $918.00
1 1/2 page (horizontal; 7.5” wide x 5” deep) | 1 $150.00 0 $570.00 1 $810.00 1 $1080.00 |1 $1530.00
[ Full Page (vertical; 7.5” wide x 10” deep) [ $200.00 'O $760.00 |1 $1080.00 'O $1440.00 |1 $2040.00

Non-Member Rates: *All payments mu

st be received in full before the ad appears in

The Newsletter.

[ 1/4 page (vertical; 3.75” wide x 5" deep) | d $120.00 0 $456.00 0 $648.00  $864.00 |1 $1224.00
0 1/2 page (horizontal; 7.5” wide x 5” deep) | 1 $180.00 0 $684.00 |1 $972.00 1 $1296.00 | O $1836.00
0 Full Page (vertical; 7.5” wide x 10” deep) | 1 $240.00  $912.00  $1296.00 | $1728.00 | [ $2448.00

* Deadline for ads: The first of the month for that month’s issue.

Ad Preparation Specifications:

File Specifications for Ads Supplied in Digital Format: Files should be created at 300dpi at the correct size for that
ad. Formats preferred are JPG and PDF. Full color is available with all ads. Please send ads to Don Hearn at the email

address below.

Send all Newsletter ads to:

Don Hearn, CGCS

300 Arnold Palmer Blvd., Norton, MA 02766
Email: donhearn@gcsane.org
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