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to deserving Turf Management Students.

WHEN YOU'RE HOT, YOU'RE HOT

That’s the way that dice-rolling cat explains it in his hit
record, and it just about sums up the report on the fourth
annual Super-Press Tournament last month at the Woodland
Golf Club.

However, the phrase could be interpreted in many ways.

For instance, the weather was unusually choking. Tempera-
tures raced past the 100-mark during the heavy hours of play.
Then, to top it off, a thunderstorm broke up many a foursome
with snaky lightning cracks which sent players scurrying for
the safety of the clubhouse.

Hot (super-hot, if you please), too, was the play of Manny
Francis and Joe Looney of the Boston Herald. They bested a
field of 30 teams with some eye-popping golf as they struck
for a 71 and solid hold on the Arthur Anderson Trophy, pre-
sented them by the man of the same name at the windup
banquet that evening.

Again hot might describe the feeling under the collar which
some of the participants experienced because we (the tourna-
ment committee, the Newsletter, the Association) goofed. Yes,
friends, we blew the big one when many foursomes showed
up in the morning only to learn that tourney action wouldn’t
begin until 1 p.m.

Most members were embarrassed. Most guests were annoyed.
Although they didn’t desert the event by ambling off to another
course for a little friendly game among themselves, there were
moments when it was possible the tournament could lose half
of its field.

The explanation is simple or sounds simple. There was a
complete lack of communication. The host club thought it was
understood that no outside play would begin until afternoon.

The tournament committee never bothered to inform members

of a definite change in’ the format (previous super-press events
started sometimes in the wee hours of the morning). And the
Newsletter didn’t splash the “time of game” in its advance
billing.

There were some bright spots gathered out of the gloom
which put a damper on participants in more ways than one

. 1.e. you should have seen that rain come down!

Several out-of-towners discovered the alcoholic beverage
laws of Newton and Wellesley whose city lines cut in the gen-
eral direction of the front nine at Woodland. They learned, for
example, that you can buy a sandwich in Wellesley, bring it
across the border to Newton, order a glass of beer and still
eat the sandwich while it’s hot.

Then, too, host superintendent Norman Mucciarone pre-
sented the field a magnificently conditioned golf course. Wood-
land was ideal for this type of event, a comfortable member-
ship layout which didn’t catch players in a bear trap with
demands for length or uncanny accuracy.

The banquet also took some of the sting out of the starting-
time foul-up. Woodland apparently had its best chef in action
and all the preparation was of the highest order.

The fourth annual Super-Press, then, was eventful, to be
sure. The Association hereby apologizes to anyone who may
have been inconvenienced beyond the point of repair. We
promise to do better next time. No goofs, no red faces because
of the communication gap.

In the meantime, congratulations to Manny, Joe and the
rest of the prize winners. They seemed to have been lost in
the shuffle during this low-key self slap on the wrist.

— Gerry Finn

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the G.C.S.A. of N.E. will be July 12,
1971 at the Oxchards Golf Club, South Hadley, Massachusetts.
The Host Super is Dave Vibber. Golf will be anytime after
12:30 p.m. and a catered steak dinner will be served in the
evening. Make sure that you return your postcard to Dave.
There are plenty of restaurants on Route 33 to have lunch
before arriving at the club. The Orchards Course is owned by
Mt. Holyoke College and it is a Don-
ald Ross layout built in 1922 and the
back nine were added in 1928. Dave
Vibber has been the super there for
5 years. Prior to that he was in the
United States Navy. He graduated
from Stockbridge in 1963, took his
placement at Mt. Pleasant, Boylston-
and worked at Saddle Hill for one
year.

Directions: Massachusetts Turnpike west to Exit 5 Chicopee.
Follow exit signs to South Hadley and Route 33. Remain on

Route 33 until you reach Route 116 (about 4 miles). Follow
116 about 2 miles and turn right just before the “Mt. Holyoke
College” golf course sign. Take your mnext left and this will
bring you into the club area.

NATIONAL NOTES

On April 12, 1971, Mr. Richard Blake, President of the
G.C.S.A.A. announced the availability of a new salary con-
tinuation program for members of the G.C.S.A.A. By now all
members of the National should have received the info. Are
you protected ?

IN MEMORIAM

It is with deepest regret that we inform you of the death
of the President Emeritus of the National, Norman Kramer.
Norm passed away on June 3, 1971. He was Superintendent
of the Point O’ Woods Golf and Country Club, Benton Harbor,
Michigan since 1959.

Sponsors and administrators of the Lawrence S.
Dickinson Scholarship Fund — Awarded yearly
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THE SPIRIT OF 76

Orville Clapper is the elder statesman of the turf and golf
course equipment industry. He is 76 years old, going on 39.
In the case of his birthdate of March 14, 1895, the figures lie.
Orville Clapper can’t be 76! If he is, the rest of us are over
100!

So, it was fitting as one of the highlights of the fourth
annual Super-Press Tournament that Orville was commended
for his distinguished career as industrialist, humanitarian, pi-
oneer in his chosen field and valued friend of the golf course
superintendent.

National and New England president, Richard Blake, did
the honors of knighting Orville during the most moving mo-
ment of the event at the Woodland Golf Club. Orville just
took it in stride. The gathering didn’t. They gave him a stand-
“ing-ovation—The—Woedland-dining-roem looked-like-Fenway-
Park just after Yaz has hit a bases-loaded homer in the last
of the ninth.

People, who have not had the pleasure of mceting Mr.
Clapper or hearing of his contributions to golf, might ask:
“Who is this man?” It takes a lot of fancy rhetoric to answer
that question.

Orville was born in 1895 . . . down on the farm in Paris,
Missouri from where he migrated to a wheat ranch in Mon-
tana to spend his youth.

In 1916 John Clapper founded the Toro Manufacturing
Corp. in Minneapolis. Shortly after Orville joined his father
in the company as purchasing agent and office manager.

From there Orville grew wings. He and T. L. Gustin left
the plant to form the first distributorship in Philadelphia. By
1922 the operation there was running smoothly, so Orville
set out for Newton and another branch of Toro. He’s been
there ever since.

The beginning of New England Toro was meager. The first
headquarters for the company was the basement of Orville’s
home. In 1931 Orville moved the business to its present address,
1121 Washington Street and in 1946 it became “The Clap-

er Co.”

i Once this was established, Orville turned to the betterment
of the turf industry and the recognition of the golf course
superintendent as an integral spoke in the wheel of golf.

Orville was very active with Jess DeFrance in setting up
many of the programs at the University of Rhode Island turf
plots. Among his accomplishments were the creation of the
John Samuel Clapper Memorial Scholarship at URI in 1947
to promote young men in the turf industry and the fine-honing
of an operation which we now know as the Massachusetts Turf
and Lawn Grass Council.

He wasn’t through, not by a longshot. In 1958 he met with
friends to formulate plans for the establishment of the O. J.
Noer Research Foundation as recognition of this highly re-
spected turf grass agronomist. The purpose here was to pro-
mote scientific research in turf grasses and related fields, to
train graduate students for conducting said research by offering
financial assistance and to disseminate the results of said in-
vestigations. That same year he was awarded the John Shan-
ahan Memorial Plaque of Merit.

Who is Orville Clapper? He is a giant among his contem-
poraries. He is the last word in the golf equipment industry.
He is a pillar on which many a golf course superintendent
has leaned. He is one of us!

— Gerry Finn
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SOUND OFF!!!

(Here we go again. This is that time and space of the News-
letter when the reader gets a chance to speak his mind . . . tell
it like it is, if you will. The Newsletter is most happy to relin-
quish this space to you for the sole purpose of airing problems
and expressing views. Everyone interested in golf is invited
to contribute his or her opinion . . . and on any subject con-
cerning golf. Letters and cards should be sent to Newsletter
Mail Box, 24 Riverview Drive, Newbury, Mass. 01950. The
Newsletter reserves the right to comment on each letter pub-

lished.)

* * * *

“I was most interested in your ‘Running Out of Ideas’ in
one of the recent N. E. Newsletters.

—*You have a point;-and-it-is-welltaken; but-T-would-tike
to offer my arguments for continuing to offer a Seminar each
year.

“The basic reasons for offering our first Seminar still hold.
We wanted a Seminar small enough to encourage give-and-take
talk between speakers and the audience. Meeting of several
hundred people simply does not lend itself to informal ques-
tions and answers. As I am sure you realize as a university
we must serve all turf interests in our state. Many of these
(i.e. parks, cemeteries, etc.) people work for town govern-
ments who could not afford to send their people out of state.
We have many golf courses in the same situation.

“l am not worried about finding speakers and interesting
subjects. There are many people here at UNH that can do a
good job.

“I suggest that in order to avoid the ‘repeated speech syn-
drome’ attend only one conference or seminar each year. We
are going to do our best to offer a variety of subjects each
year. It would help if we knew what the other guy is
planning.”

WILLIAM E. KNOOP
Univ. of New Hampshire

You may have hit it on the button, Bill. Let's get a little
teamwork going here. That way we'll have more bright eyes
and less sleepy heads at our conferences.

* * * ¥*

“Recently ina conversation with your Gerry Finn, the talk
turned to the use of synthetic tees at heavy traffic courses fre-
quented by golfers who are not aware of the delicacy of fine
turf.

“Since I am a superintendent on a municipal course where
play on a weeckend day often surpasses 300, the experiment
with synthetic tees was a natural for me. So, we tried them on
three holes and sat back to see what happened.

“Of course, I am only one superintendent and represent only
one golf club. But my experience with synthetic tees leads me
to believe that they are not the answer to this problem. Let
me tell you some of the things which have happened.

“First of all, the tees do cut. There also is a fallacy that they
require little or no maintenance. This, in my case, is far out
of line with what has happened. I find the tees ‘drifting’ and
gelting extremely hard by the touch. Golfers tell me that they
have an awful time putting tees into the stuff.

“Maybe I am being too harsh, but I have to be truthful. I
am sure the synthetic people are experimenting all the time with
new materials to minimize problems. But, at this point, I am
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leaning toward the return to natural turf. For my money, it
is not as expensive in the long run compared to synthetic

turf.”
PHIL BARTON
(Club Withheld)

The Newsletter is not about to begin the practice of endors-
ing or condemning products. Mr. Barton's words speak for
themselves.

#* * * *
WHAT IS A BOARD OF DIRECTORS?

Being a member of a Board of Directors is a demanding,
thankless, and sometimes time-consuming task. Individuals
know that when they accept such a position. T know because
I am a member of several Boards. There is absolutely no differ-
ence whether one is a Director of a Bank, a University, or the
New England Golf Superintendents Association. Certainly, dur-
ing the most significant meeting of ‘the year, it was discour-
aging and disheartening to the many individuals who parti-
cipated in our recent gathering to find a total disregard of our
interest by our Dircctors. They just couldn’t find the time or
show the interest in being a part of our Meeting. An organi-
zation is only as good as the members who constitute its body.
One must always ask, “Am I doing my part?” The first who
must answer the question by a positive demonstration of sup-
port are the leaders of our august Association. Where were
you? Your absence was duly recognized and was not in good
taste.

Turf Wise
Eliot, Maine

Thanks for good words — we appreciate them. However,

please sign your name next time. We don't like to print

ANONYMOUS letters.

* * *
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“I can’t say enough about the wonderful work your News-
letter and the profession it represents are doing for golf.

“Because you are interested in virtually every facet of golf,
I thought it reasonable to air this thing about vandalism on
golf courses through your fine publication.

“Being a member of a recently ravaged club, I was wonder-
ing just what steps can be taken in order to discourage and
if that doesn’t work, to punish these people who shamefully
destroy other people’s property.

“The damage to our greens during the vandals’ raid is un-
believable. Whoever the culprits were, they did a thorough job.
They literally attacked 14 of our greens with axes, rakes and
other sharp-edged instruments. The result was an overwhelm-
ing amount of torn turf.

“As I said, I am only a member at the club. But this act di-
rectly affected me. It took several days before our overworked
superintendent was able to repair the greens so that they were
playable again. 1 am still perplexed by this whole idea of
vandalism.

“Isn’t there something we can do about this?”

LAURA PRENTICE
Fiskdale, Pa.

Get a gun, fill it with buckshot and don't shoot until you see
their ratty rear ends!

(So, on this violent note another session of Sound Off comes
to a close. We're sure the offerings this month were most inter-
esting and timely. You, too, can make this column the block-
buster it was meant to be. Don’t be bashful. Pick up your pen
and let us have it.)

TROLLING WITH JOE

1. Our fairway turfgrass appears to be mainly bluegrass;
however, I can see many brown patches on all fairways. What
is the cause of these seemingly dead areas?

Answer. The brown spots probably are patches of Kentucky
bluegrass that are infected by the fungus, Helminthosporium.
It causes a disease known as leaf spot. Continued favorable
weather, cool and moist, for the inciting organism can fur-
ther the infection whereby it attacks the crowns of the plant
and causes death. The proper use of fungicides, though ex-
pensive, can check the disease but many applications might
be necessary if favorable weather persists.

2. A number of golf courses have reported that their golf
greens are slow in coloring.

Answer. Poor color is not apropos to New England alone
this year. I have talked to superintendents from Maryland on
up and they are all having the same problem — cool weather.
Poa annua is the first to start growing and it is yellow green.
Creeping bentgrass needs warm weather and is not growing.
A combination of the above grasses gives the green a mottled
appearance. CAUTION: Do not apply too much fertilizer,
especially nitrogen, to green if the weather remains cool. An
excess of nitrogen that is not being taken up by the plant
could explode in warm weather causing severe injury to turf.

Dr. Joseph Troll
University of Massachusetts

Golf Chairman —
JULIUS AKSTEN

Past President —
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ANTHONY CARANCI, JR

Application to be voted on at the next regular business
meeting, July 12, 1971: John Cronin, Jr., 27 Sanders Street,
North Andover, Massachusetts. Jack is applying for an Asso-
ciate Membership and he is the super at the Far Corners Golf
Course, Boxford, Massachusetts.

June 9, 1971

Dear Members of the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of New England, Inc.

For those of you who were unable to attend the recent meet-
ing of the Association, I would like to repeat my message of
appreciation.

May I express my thanks to all of you for your many kind-
nesses to my husband, Jerry Spahr?

I wish it were possible to personally extend my thanks to
each one of you, individually, for your many considerations
of him over the past years. My heart is filled with special
gratitude to you, who have given him your respect and
friendship.

With deep appreciation,
Most sincerely,

Elizabeth M. Spahr
(Mrs. Ervin L.)

Information contained in this publication may be used
freely, in whole or in part, without special permission as
long as the true context is maintained. We would appre-
ciate a credit line.




Please pratronize FRIENDS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Agrico Chemical Company

R. D. Sibley, Jr., Representative
375 Power Rd.

Pawtucket, Rhode Island 02860

Alfco Rokeby Co., Inc.

Iertilizers and Chemical Specialties
P. O. Box 267, Marietta, Ohio
Baker Tractor Corp., Ford Tractors
Harley Davidson Golf Cars

Swansea, Massachusetts

The Charles C. Ilart Seed Co.
Wethersfield, Conn.

Corenco Corporation
525 Woburn Street
Tewksbury, Mass. 01876
William Ferris

*The Clapper Co.
1121 Washington St.
Westr Newtorn; Mass:

#*Geoflrey S. Cornish
Golf Course Architect
Tiddler’s Green, Amherst, Mass.

George E. Cull
Terra-Green Soil Conditioner
112 Green St., Abington, Mass.

Arthur Curran

Rock Driller Supply Equipment, Inc.
20 E. Glenwood Ave.

Hyde Park, Mass. 02136

C. S. Curran
T. R. C. Products, Oils and Greases
7 Linden St., Framingham, Mass.

TFairway Equipment, Inc.
Sales — Service — Rentals
35 Walnut St., Reading, Mass.

Farm Bureau Association

158 Lexington St., Waltham, Mass, 02154
Fred Heyliger, Representative

Thomas F. Grummell, Representative

Fisk, Alden Ford Tractor Sales
Rear 900 Providence Highway
Dedham, Mass. 02026

Manuel Francis and Son, Inc.

Turf Nurseries

624 Webster St., Marshfield, Mass.
Ron Gagne — Scotts Golf Course Div.
45 Mechanic St., Apt. 1A

Foxboro, Mass. 02035

Gold Star Sod Farms, Inc.
(Canterbury, New Hampshire)
(Sales Office) 1265 Mass. Ave.
Lexington, Mass. 02173 Tel. 861-1111

Grounds Equipment Co., Inc.
383 Boylston St., Newton Cen., Mass.

Holliston Sand Company, Inc.
Lowland Street, Holliston, Mass. 01746
Sandﬁ for Golf Bunkers and Traps

D. L. Maher Co.
Water Supply Contractors
P. 0. Box 274, Woburn, Mass.

New England Sealcoating Co., Inc.
Astroturf, Tennis Courts, Pavement
Sealcoating — Hingham Industrial Center
Hingham, Mass. Tel. 749-3236

Old Fox Chemical Inc.

Fertilizers — Seeds — Turf Chemicals
66 Valley Street

East Providence, Rhode Island 02914

Sil Paulini, Inec.
6 Manor Avenue
Natick, Mass. 01760

Richey & Clapper, Inc.
28 Rutledge Road
Natick, Mass. 01760

Irrigation_én:f Eq Supply Co.
P. 0. Box 9, 66 Erna Avénue
Milford, Conn. 06460

Telephone (203) 874-1096

*Tom Irwin Co.
Bennett Hill Road
Rowley, Mass.

Karandrew Turf Farms, Inc.
Sam Mitchell, Sales Representative
15 Longmeadow Drive, Canton, Mass.

The Kenneth Barrie Company
Irrigation
375 Centre St., Jamaica Plain, Mass.

Larchmont Irrigation Co.
Larchmont Ln., Lexington, Mass.

Mallinckrodt Chemical Works
Second and Mallinckrodt Streets
St. Louis, Mo. 63160

Magovern Company, Inc.
Lawn Acre Road
Windsor Lock, Conn.

* Contributors to the Lawrence

Trencher-& Equipment LessingyIneer————————
Ditch Witch Trenchers

38 Fairview St., Agawam, Ma. 01001

Phone 413-781-4600

*Sawtelle Brothers
Jet. Routes 128 and 62
Danvers, Mass.

Shepard Sod Company
Merion Blue Grass and Pencross Bent
200 Sullivan Ave., So. Windsor, Conn.

Tuco Products Co.
Division "of the Upjohn Company
Kalamazoo, Michigan

White Turf Engineering
5 Sumner Drive, Winchendon, Ma. 01475
617-297-0941

Philip A. Wogan
Golf Course Architect
21 Budleigh Ave., Beverly, Mass.

Wyandotte Chemical Co.
709 Salada Bldg., Boston, Mass.

S. Dickinson Scholarship Fund
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DEAN ROBERTSON
Newsletter Committee Chairman
24 Riverview Drive
Newbury, Massachusetts 01950
Phone 462-4540
Club Affiliation
Chestnut Hill Country Club
LEON V. ST. PIERRE
Business Manager
GERRY FINN
Contributing Editor




