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to deserving Turf Management Students.

CONFIDENTIALLY SPEAKING

Remember that last confidential salary survey conducted by
the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America?

Well, it isn’t confidential anymore. Where did it lose its
“for insiders only” identity? Not in the monthly publication
of the supers, but in the periodical designed for and by the
golf professionals — the PGA Magazine.

So, if some of you green chairmen and club presidents are
wondering how your salary concession stacks up with the rest
of the country clubs and municipal courses, you can pick up
a copy of the PGA mag or read it here and now because the
leak makes it public knowledge.

Superintendents were sent copies of the results, so they
shouldn’t feel slighted . . . unless there was prior agreement
made by originators of the survey not to publish the figures.
In that case, obviously someone goofed and everyone knows
by now that the super is a budding “capitalist” with the earn-
ing potential of a J. P. Morgan!!!

Anyway, the average cash salary income of the 1,139 super-
intendents who responded to the survey is $12,846. The range
of income starts at less than $8,000 (69 supers are paid this
magnificent sum or less) and peaks at $25,000 or more (five
responding to this healthy ‘figure). :

The country club or private versus public course salary race
was closer than anticipated, although the privates averaged
out to a higher bracket. It is interesting to note, too, that of
the responses to the questionnaire the private supers outnum-
bered the public and municipal superintendents, 65 to 36
percent.

Now, if you are interested in what pastures to be avoided in
job futures, you might take heed to the fact that the lowest
salary range from the respondents was recorded among those
employed by resort, military and college courses where the
figure was $3,000 below the national average.

The average age of the superintendent happens to be 42.4
years and nearly 50 percent of supers are second-generation
followers of the profession. One out of every three have bro-
thers in the same career which means the superintendent is
somewhat of a salesman when it comes to selling his profession.

The educational makeup of the field is favorable. Just a
shade below 90 percent of the survey answers have completed
high school. Some 44.6 percent have completed at least two
years of college and 19.3 percent have earned their college
degrees. The most popular major of those continuing their
education at the university level is agronomy with horticulture
and business administration trailing.

Fringe benefits, always a popular subject knocked around
at monthly meetings, worked out this way: Automobile or
pickup truck expense allowance (67.2%), clubhouse privileg-
es (65%), hospitalization 67%), GCSAA dues (86.3%),
GCSAA conference expenses (70.4%.), life insurance (44.5%),
housing (27%), pension plan (26.9%), meals (43.6%),
Utilities (21.5%) and disability income insurance (20.2%).

So, that’s about the size of it. Confidential or not, the picture
is a clear one. Now if the superintendent can only get to
print the results of a golf professional survey in his national
magazine, the score on that count will be even.

— Gerry Finn

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the G.C.S.A. of N. E. will be August
8, 1972, a Tuesday, at the Hyannisport Country Club. The golf
tournament will be the Superintendent Championship tour-
ney of the year. Bob St. Thomas is the host super in charge
of this fine layout.

Directions: Route 3 to the Sagamore Bridge, go over bridge
to Rt. 6. Follow Rt. 6 to the Hyannis Exit. Route 132 to the
fork marked Hyannis West End. Next right on Pitchers Way
to the end. Go straight on Scudder Ave. to Police booth and
tell officer you are going to the Club.

Directors’ Meeting .........ccouu.. 10:30 A. M.
Regular Meeting ........cccoeerenee 11:15 A. M.
Luncheon ....cccccovvivivevcrcennnnns 12:15 P. M.
GolE sussiiuvissaisismies 1:00 P. M.

University of Rhode Island Field Day
August 24, 1972

Bob St. Thomas

MEETINGS COMING UP
August 8, 1972 — Hyannisport C. C., Hyannis, Mass.
September 11, 1972 — Thorny Lea, Brockton, Mass.
October 2, 1972 — Ledgemont C. C., Seekonk, Mass.
October 27, 1972 — Brae Burn, Newton, Mass.
November 6, 1972 — Highland G. C., Attleboro, Mass.

Sponsors and administrators of the Lawrence S.
Dickinson Scholarship Fund — Awarded yearly
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PREPPING FOR THE BIG ONES

Every now and then a golf course superintendent is required
to take his talents out into that big, nasty field of preparing
his grounds for a major tournament and on occasion some
actually relish the assignment.

Getting a course ready for players of better than average
ability has its grass roots (heh-heh) so to speak. And, accord-
ing to Leon St. Pierre — who just put a spit and polish on
the Longmeadow Country Club for crackers of the golf ball
in the Massachusetts State Amateur — the layout of the course
is the most important factor.

“I'm not one of those people who think it’s necessary to
trick up a golf course”, St. Pierre chimes. “You read about
the U. 5. Open and its elephant-grassed roughs and pin place-
ments so rugged a player must send out a searching party to
find them. I don’t think golf was intended to be presented
this way. For instance, they-don’t make-the football field-120
yards for the Super Bowl and they don’t move the fences back
in the World Series. It doesn’t make sense.”

For the state-am, Leon used a practical approach even
though a spring and early summer of incessant rain storms
tore at his attempts. “I simply concentrated on giving the
players the best greens I could muster, fairways where out of
bounds markers were clearly defined and pin placements not
unfamiliar to our regular club members. I don’t think I had
to rig the course. If you have the basics, it’s not necessary.”

St. Pierre is an example of a man who takes pride in his
work; this was most evident on the second day of play when
several greens were flooded during a morning downpour. There
were thoughts of putting off the afternoon round, but the
sponsoring Massachusetts Golf Association frowns on such
moves. It doesn’t wish to inconvenience club members anymore
than it has to, so St. Pierre came to the rescue.

His work crew, which somehow is stimulated by Leon’s
enthusiasm to strive for perfect playing conditions, was wait-
ing for a call from its mentor. Members of it responded with
a war on the waters, using a squeegee attack to dry the greens
and staying on hand to repeat the action if the skies opened
up again.

“Let’s face it,” St. Pi-
erre leveled. “You have
to have foresight in this
business. When you an-
ticipate an emergency
and prepare for it, you're
automatically one-up on
the situation. Before we
even thought our spring
and summer would be a
wet one, our drainage
system was put in work-
ing order. The rest was
a matter of having my
men-—ready —tolend the
physical hand necessary
to combat such situa-
tions.”

The proof of the Longmeadow victory over the elements
came from the players who managed to complete the after-
noon round after a short delay. Not one loser traced his de-
mise to the condition of the course. Everyone agreed it was
the flight, not the lie, of the ball which made the big differ-

ence in each result.

Prepping for a big one, then, was just half of the assignment
thrust upon St. Pierre. And he sticks to his original plan. “I
just went about getting it ready as I do for our members on
a weekend tournament”, he revealed. “And I think this is the
practical approach. There never was any panic. We cooled it
from the moment we knew the state amateur was to be played
at Longmeadow. And I think it worked out.”

It did. The state amateur people won’t hesitate to return to
Longmeadow when that opportunity comes along again.

— Gerry Finn
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Information from National Safety Council’s “OSHA
Up To Date” newsletter, Vol. 1, No. 9, June, 1972.
Sent to all GCSAA Chapter Presidents and Secre-
taries from GCSAA Headquarters on June 1, 1972.

Paul M. Alexander
Director of Education

Standards Amended for Construction Vehicle
Roll-over Protection

Amendments to safety standards for construction vehicles
covering roll-over protective structures were recently amended
by the OSH Administration. Roll-over structures are designed
to protect operators in case of vehicle upset. The vehicles
covered by the amendments include all rubber-tired, self-
propelled scrapers, front end loaders and dozers, crawler
tractors, crawler-type loaders, motor graders and wheel-type
agricultural and industrial tractors of more than 20 horsepower
used in construction work.

Revised standards require that roll-over structures be able
to bear at least double the weight of the machine or meet the
Society of Automotive Engineers’ criteria and minimize the
likelihood of a complete overturn, thereby reducing the possi-
bility of the operator being crushed. Any machines with a
roll-over structure that meet the requirements of the State of
California, the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers or the Bureau
of Reclamation of the U. S. Department of Interior in effect
on April 5, are considered to be in compliance with the new
standards.

The roll-over structures must be installed under a progres-
sive schedule of dates. The effective date of these amendments
for new equipment is September 1, 1972. The amendments con-
tain a schedule of effective dates for retrofitting machines
built after July 1, 1969. The retrofit date for machines manu-
factured prior to July 1, 1969 has been delayed pending further
study.

The Construction Safety Advisory Committee recommended
the adoption of five standards recently issued by the Society
of Automotive Engineers on roll-over protection to update the
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amendments. The five involve: prime movers; wheeled front
end loaders and dozers; track-type tractors and front end load-
ers; motor graders; and laboratory evaluation of the protective
structures. George Guenther indicated that OSH Administra-
tion will initiate action in the near future to implement this
recommendation.

OSHA Fines Set: The Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration has issued a list of standard penalties which will
be assessed when certain violations are found by compliance
officers. The penalties are not subject to reduction. The viola-
tions and amount of fines:

Failure to post the official OSHA poster — $50.

Failure to post citation received at the worksite — $500.

Failure to post OSHA form 102, summary — $100.

Failure to report fatality, ‘or incident in which five or more
employees are hospitalized — $200.

Failure to maintain OSHA form 100 Log, or form 101 —
$100.

Failure to compile OSHA form 102 — $100.

Chapters can contact the Regional Administrator of the
regional offices to obtain speakers who are knowledgeable
about OSHA.

For an additional source of speakers — contact Cooperative
Extension Service personnel at any State Agricultural Experi-
ment Station.

U. S. Department of Labor
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Regional Administrator
Donald E. MacKenzie
John F. Kennedy Federal Building
Government Center — Room E 308
Boston, Massachusetts 02203
Phone: 617-223-6712 ext. 3; 617-223-4538 ext. 9
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PRO OR AM?

Patrick Smartt

It would not be inaccurate to say that golf architects (I
know three, though not closely) in general view golfers, in
particular committees, as morons. Golfers, in their turn, incline
to regard the architect as an invention of the devil, and the
committee morons for calling upon him. They dislike paying
out money for a task they consider could be carried out by
themselves.

I have in mind alterations to existing holes. It should be
obvious that the planning of a new course out of virgin wood-
land, or using to their best advantage the sweeps and folds
of commonland can be left only to the professional designer.
He has three primary qualities: knowledge, experience and
imagination. He can see the wood for trees.

Though, to adapt the words of P. G. Wodehouse (I think
in reference to bishops), the incidence of insanity among
architects is not high, two of these gentlemen, of different
firms and editors of different journals, have accepted my effu-
sions. I put that forward as the reason for my presumption in
discussing the make-up of golf holes. I have been on both sides
of the fence. During 25 years in the colonies (an archaic
word), in the absence of anyone else I was invited on three
occasions to ‘improve’ holes, thus becoming, may I be for-
given, an amateur architect. The bush had already been
cleared, inevitably in dead straight tram-lines ... no im-
agination.

A good golf hole is one that makes the useful player scratch
his head a bit when on the tee. His drive must be placed so
that the green, if not the flag, should be ‘open house’ for the
second. But, and this is important, the ordinary club member
who is not looking for and unlikely to achieve a four, must
have an alternate route so that he may enjoy his game; which
when all is said and done; is the reason why he pays a sub-
scription. And that surely is the practical idea of a hole. It is
passible for a single, intelligently sited bunker to govern the
tactical play of a hole.

In this discourse I should mention, with the purpose of my
editor retaining his reason, that there is a clause in most jour-
nals to the effect that the editor does not necessarily agree
with his contributors’ opinions. .

It is interesting to take a look at some old courses that have
not altered over the years. It can be that even the old die-
hards would agree with certain changes. I believe that the
first act of an architect would be to abolish a large number
of bunkers. These in the old days were placed to punish the
poor players. A stupid policy, for in that category he has quite
enough on his hands in reaching the hole at all. Those point-
less bunkers, those ancient barrows planted with primness on
either side of the fairway .. catch the sliced or pulled drive,
and repeated some way from the green to trap the inferior
second. They are, so far as the good striker is concerned,
redundant. Today he can carry them. Fill them in. They cost
money in upkeep. Let the long-handicap player when he errs,

which is often, finish in the rough; that will give him plenty
of food for thought. The erasing of bunkers should be left to
an architect, otherwise you have conflict in the club between
the habitual slicers and the habitual hookers.

It is the good player who should be challenged, both in his
thinking and his strokemaking. He must be forced to calculate
risks: by how much dare he cut off a corner, will it or will it
not pay him to go for the pin with his next? He should be
made to think on every stroke in the round.

There is a school, small, may Allah be praised; who wish to
replace rough grass, heather or bracken — with trees. In
earlier days a ball in the rough could be counted as costing
half a stroke. With trees it depends which side of the tree the
ball strikes.

The only bad hole is one that is featureless and dull. Luck?
We hear too much of so-called unfairness. Bernard Darwin
when writing on this asked: “Do we wish to raise the game
to the bloomless heights of chess?” I confess to a weakness
for blind holes — fun and luck. I can, however, picture what
would happen to the professional designer who introduced
one into his plan. And yet life consists of wondering what
lies on the other side of the hill.

There is a delusion that a good player can lay out a good
hole. There was a famous amateur international, a good friend
of mine now dead, who for no apparent reason layed down
a green close to the existing one. I  paced its area one day.
Seven paces wide, 12 from front to back. He did me the honour
of asking what I thought of it. My reply was that given a
medium or long iron to this unwatered green, I would bet
against Henry Cotton at his best leaving the ball on that green
more than three times in 20 attempts. It was never used.

I recall a course which was altered by a famous professional.
The members, who contributed to the cost, now find it takes
half an hour longer to complete the round. There is a new
short hole, a feature of which I cannot fathom. The teeing-
ground is at the top green defended immediately in front by
a stream. An out-of-bounds fence on the left. Just over the water
hazard and a sentinel over the left entrances to the green stands
a tree. The right-hand side is open, calling for a downhill
chip. So far, so good. But just beyond that tree is a bunker.
What for? One or the other is dispensable. That is an isolated
case. If alterations are to be made, I come down heavily on
the side of the Pro architect against the Am.

There remains one question. Provided the course is not
one of those that caters for professional tournaments, or up-
keep is a burden, why not leave things as they are? In short,
committees are not elected to change a course.

The British Golf Greenkeeper
March 1972
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SOUND OFF!i!!

(Time once again for our readers to draw out their pens and
start the monthly attack on whatever they feel needs attack-
ing. This is Sound Off, the opportunity for everyone to express
his or her views on any subject pertaining to golf. The ground
rules are simple. All letters must be signed but the name of
the writer will be withheld upon request. The Newsletter re-
serves the right of comment on letters. So, sit down and let
your hair down. Send your gems and germs to Newsletter
Mail Box, 24 Riverview Drive, Newbury, Mass. 01950.)

* * * #*

“I just drove by the golf course at my country club and
couldn’t believe my eyes. Out on the green there was a worker
hosing down the surface. I wanted to stop the car and get out
to reprimand him for his contribution to what I think are
the worst conditions in history.

“However, I thought twice about it and continued along.
What bothers me in this matter is the fact that our area has
been one of those which has been hit by violent rain storms
almost every day of the spring.

“When we did get a nice, hot day there was the worker
adding more damage to the course by hosing down the greens.
I am not an expert on these things but surely our superin-
tendent must be going out of his mind by directing such a
drastic working detail.

“Is there someplace I can write so that our superintendent
can be placed on probation, censured or maybe even brought
up on charges? I'm really concerned about this matter.”

EVELYN ELDRIDGE
Warren, Conn.

Rather than censure your super, you should have him cited
for his intelligent reaction to a hot, sultry day after continuous
rains. As of now your course is in a critical state. A run of
steamy weather could wipe out all the grasses there unless
a program of '"rinsing the plants" is undertaken. Please leave
these decisions to your super, Evelyn.

* * * *

“] am a country club member and have a gripe against our
superintendent who ordinarily doesn’t do such things.

“Anyway, last week we had a very terrible time of it with
the rains and all. The course was a mud pile to begin with
but somehow we were allowed to play and also to use carts.
I thought better of this and decided to walk. However, sev-
eral members used carts and there was a sudden deluge of
carts getting stuck in the mud.

“Two days later I was playing again and much to my sur-
prise most of the stuck carts were still out on the course, in
full view where all members could see them and sometimes
be hampered by them.

“All right, so the super might have been put out by the
fact that somebody overruled him and allowed the use ol
carts. But shouldn’t he be out there rescuing those darn
things ?”

PETER READ
Placid Springs, R. L.

In this case the super obviously got his point across. The
unpleasant picture of stuck carts strung out over the course
should serve as a future warning to members that there are
times when the carts should remain in the barn. Next time
maybe there won't be a next time!

“One of the aids to avoiding embarrassing situations in the
future came about recently at our club when a tournament
was hindered because the course was declared too wet to use
golf carts.

“It was one of those member-guest things, but the decision
to keep the carts grounded was a smart one. However, we sud-
denly learned that there wouldn’t be enough caddies to go
around and many of the guests had to either carry their own
bags or use a pull-cart.

“This is not a gripe or a complaint about anyone except
those people who take it for granted that caddies are going
to show up every single day, only to find members using carts
while they sit out the round.

Instead, it is a warning to all clubs who have been taking
the caddy for granted and using him only in a case of emer-
gency. .

“My experience was embarrassing but it opened my eyes.
Right now I'm working with our board to see that such situ-
ations don’t pop up again. Don’t you think I'm right?”

CRAIG MILLER
Seabreeze, Mass.

Right you are, Craig. But you're whipping a dead horse.
Just as soon as normal weather returns the caddies will return
to their position of back-up pilots.

* * *

“I am a superintendent with the same old cart-during-impos-
sible conditions problem.

“QOur members want to use the carts in all kinds of weather
. . . but they turn down my attempt to increase my budget
so that blacktop paths can be built over the entire course.

“As you all know, this is the answer to using carts in all
kinds of muddy conditions. If the golf course is equipped with
a complete set of hardened paths, there is no way a cart can
hurt the layout if riders keep them there.

“I think all country club presidents and prominent mem-
bers should take this letter and keep it on their person until
it’s time for the next budget meeting. Blacktop paths are the
answer. Just think of all the unnecessary aggravation they can

prevent.”
Name Withheld
Course Withheld
You've brought this problem right to the heart of its an-
swer. Put the paths in and members can ride carts fill the
cows come home.
* * * *
(That’s it for this time around. Remember this column be-
longs to you, the reader. Let’s hear from you . . . and you
. and you . . .and.)

MEMBERSHIP INVITED

The USI Classic will be held at the Pleasant Valley Country
Club on August 17-20, 1972. If you present your card at the
Pleasant Valley Country Motor Lodge you will be given a day
pass to the tournament. Edward J. Farrell is the chairman of
the tournament.

mation contained i
whole or i

as the true context is
a credit line.
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Agrico Chemical Company

R. D. Sibley, Jr., Representative
375 Power Rd.

Pawtucket, Rhode Island 02860

Alfco Rokeby Co., Inc.
Fertilizers and Chemical Specialties
P. O. Box 267, Marietta, Ohio

Allen’s Seed Store, Inc.
South County Trail Rt. No. 2
Slocum, Rhode Island
Charles Allen, Jr., Rep.

Bacher Corp., Lawn and Snow Equipment
876 Boston Rd. (Rt. 3A)
Billerica, Mass. 01866

Baker Tractor Corp., Ford Tractors
Harley Davidson Golf Cars
Swansea, Massachusetts

The Charles C. Hart Seed Co.
Richard McGahan, Rep.
Wethersfield, Conn.

Corenco Corporation
525 Woburn Street
Tewksbury, Mass. 01876
William Ferris

*The Clapper Co.
1121 Washington St.
West Newton, Mass.

# Geoffrey S. Cornish & William G. Robinson
Golf Course Architects
Fiddlers Green, Amherst, Mass. 01002

George E. Cull
Terra-Green Soil Conditioner
112 Green St., Abington, Mass.

C. S. Curran
T. R. C. Products, Oils and Greases
7 Linden St., Framingham, Mass.

Eastern Industrial Handling Co., Inc.
Norwood, Massachusetts
Westcoaster Turf and Golf Carts

Fairway Equipment, Inc.
Sales — Service — Rentals
35 Walnut St., Reading, Mass.
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DEAN ROBERTSON

Newsletter Committee Chairman

24 Riverview Drive

Newbury, Massachusetts 01950

Phone 4462-4540

Club Affiliation

Chestnut' Hill Country Club
LEON V. ST. PIERRE

Business Manager
GERRY FINN

Contributing Editor

Farm Bureau Association

158 Lexington St., Waltham, Mass, 02154
Tred Heyliger, Representative

Thomas F. Grummell, Representative

Fisk, Alden Ford Tractor Sales
Rear 900 Providence Highway
Dedham, Mass. 02026

Manuel Francis and Son, Inc.
Turf Nurseries
624 Webster St., Marshfield, Mass.

Ron Gagne — Scotts Golf Course Div.
Kendall Park, Phone 617/285-7466
Norton, Mass. 02766

Gold Star Sod Farms, Inc.
(Canterbury, New Hampshire)
(Sales Office) 1265 Mass. Ave.
Lexington, Mass. 02173 Tel. 861-1111

Grounds Equipment Co., Inc.
383 Boylston St., New*-~ ©-~ Mass,

Holliston Sand Com
Lowland Street, Holl 8. 01746
Sand for Golf Bunkers au. _caps

Irrigation and Equipment Supply Co.
P. O. Box 9, 66 Erna Avenue
Milford, Conn. 06460

Telephone (203) 874-1096

*Tom TIrwin, Inc.
11B A Street
Burlington, Mass.

Karandrew Turf Farms, Inc.
Sam Mitchell, Sales Representative
15 Longmeadow Drive, Canton, Mass.

The Kenneth Barrie Company
Irrigation
375 Centre St., Jamaica Plain, Mass.

Larchmont Irrigation Co.
Larchmont Ln., Lexington, Mass.

Mallinckrodt Chemical Works
Second and Mallinckrodt Streets
St. Louis, Mo. 63160
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Magovern Company, Inc.
Lawn Acre Road
Windsor Lock, Conn.

D. L. Maher Co.
Water Supply Contractors
P. O. Box 274, Woburn, Mass.

New England Sealcoating Co., Inc.
Astroturf, Tennis Courts, Pavement
Sealcoating — Hingham Industrial Center
Hingham, Mass. Tel. 749-3236

Old Fox Chemical Inc.

Fertilizers — Seeds — Turf Chemicals
66 Valley Street

East Providence, Rhode Island 02914

Sil Paulini, Inc.
6 Manor Avenue
Natick, Mass. 01760

Richey & Clapper, Inec.
28 Rutledge Road
Natick, Mass. 01760

Trencher & Equipment Leasing, Inc.
Ditch Witch Trenchers

38 Fairview St., Agawam, Ma. 01001
Phone 413-781-4600

*Sawtelle Brothers
Jet. Routes 128 and 62
Danvers, Mass.

Shepard Sod Company
Merion - Blue Grass and Pencross Bent
200 Sullivan Ave., So. Windsor, Conn.

Tuco Products Co.
Division of the Upjohn Company
Kalamazoo, Michigan

White Turf Engineering
5 Sumner Drive, Winchendon, Ma. 01475
617-297-0941

Philip A. Wogan
Golf Course Architect
21 Budleigh Ave., Beverly, Mass.

Wyandotte Chemical Co.
709 Salada Bldg., Boston, Mass.

* Contributors to the Lawrence S. Dickinson Scholarship Fund
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