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sweep of golf courses.

Bob Johnston,
aware of the turf disease’s danger signs,
took the logical steps to combat it—steps
that eventually led to what he labels “a
totally insane year”.

Johnston, the man who had nurtured
five new greens into “beautiful”
condition as part of his meticulous
maintenance program at the Wampanoag
country Club, reached for the Tereneb SP
and applied the fungicide to those greens
and 14 fairways.

It was early August, the humidity was
extremely high (as it always is in that
section of Connecticut) and Johnston
thought the move had brought things
under control. :

Instead, his world caved in, along with
four of those five greens and two
fairways.

“They were wiped out,” Bob recalled
his dilemma. “And I couldn’t understand
it. I"d used ‘SP’ before and always got
favorable results. It was baffling.”

Then, the word came down.

“I got a call from the Lesco Company
(distributor for the fungicide’s
manufacturer, Kincaid Enterprises),”
Johinston told. “They advised that I stop
using SP, that there was a suspicion the
batch I purchased was contaminated.

“At first I thought we (Wampanoag)
veere an isolated case. My members had

and Norwich, were in our state.”

Johnston remembers his turf was
spotless until he started spraying with SP.
Therefore, it didn’t take much deducing to
determine the source of his big problem.

“Some of my members were furious
when it appeared that the fungicide had
turned their course into a disaster area,”
Bob disclosed. “I’'m not sure about the
overall process. However, that’s when
there was talk of taking legal action and
anticipation of compensation for the
extensive course damage.”

Eventually, that part of the nightmare
was settled out of court fora sum of money
Johnston prefers to remain in the club’s
confidential files.

Before that, though, Bob still had a
golf course to deal with and an enormous
recovery assignment.

“An insurance adjusting company
called me in late August, maybe it was
early September,” Johnston scratched for
dates. “I was invited to Baltimore for a
seminar on corrective measures. People
from the manufacturer were there, plus
another 70 golf course superintendents.
Our expenses were picked up, so that
pointed the finger of responsibility to
people other than the superintendents.”

The manufacturer provided an
agronomist, Stewart Turner, for the

Continued on page 2
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seminar and a number of remedies was
proposed. Most of them had to do with
application of de-contaminates. But the
‘Wampanoag recovery program was more
thorough, more expensive—a re-sodding
venture under the direction of Alex
Rohoza.

“We started re-sodding Sept. 12,”
Johnston said. “And I have to say that the
recovery was incredible. It was so
successful, we were able to reopen the
damaged greensalittle more than amonth
later—on October 15.

“So, my members were playing
temporary greens for the shortest period
possible. They were frustrated, though.
Afterall, we had been very patient putting
those new greens into playing condition
last year—myself and the members. That
triggered the frustration.”

Johnston disclosed that he received a
lot of help from the Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection
in the attempt to track down the source of
the problem and take measures to effect a
solution.

He also looked through the stormy
period and found a rainbow.

“You always learn something, even
when you’re up to your eyeballs in
adversity,” Bob remarked. “The sodding
job turned out so good we’ve decided that
from now on there’ll be no seeding when
we need a new green. We're sold on
sodding.”

Obviously, the contamination
experience was a first for Johnston.

“I still can’t believe it,” Bob added.
“That happening on top of a summer
when the weather conditions ganged up
on virtually every superintendent in the

- Northeast. Like I said, it was totally

insane.”
Crazy, huh?

The Super
Speaks Out

Welcome to The Super Speaks Out—a
monthly feature which offers the golf
course superintendent a forum to
express his or her views on topics and
issues relating to their profession.

This month TSSO turns to the potential
profession-threatening practice of a golf
course or private club circumventing
hiring of an accredited superintendent
and using the “consultant” Sexvice of a
manufacturer or distributor instead. The
following comments have been gathered
after learning of such aplaninvolving the
Shaker Farms Country Club and Scotts
Pro-Turf Division.

Paul Miller,
 Nashawtuc Country
Club: “I think what
we're talking about
here is a leasee-
. i consultant arrange-
ment where someone leases a golf course
and tries to operate it as cheaply as
possible.

“This is something that has been
bugging me for quite a while, a problem
that our association must address. After
all, the situation could occur where a
superintendent leases a golf course and
decides he can do without a golf pro or
other department head.

“I can’t quite put my finger on the
solution other than to explore the
possibility of making ourselves available
as a management team to NEw OWners or
leasees who are looking for the best rather
than the most expensive way to operate a
golf course. This option may very well be
a form of job protection for the
superintendent.

“My feeling in this particular case isa
fear that its long-range effects will be

of golf in general. Mind you, I'm not\

making any accusations but it’s possible
that a leasee could take everything out of
a course, put nothing back in and then, in
three or four years, walk away with a big
profit.

“Above all, this is a delicate situation
and maybe a dangerous one. I can’t say
that the practice of eliminating an
established position for the sake of
economics is dishonest. However, I can’t
say that it’s proper, either.

“Regardless, the leasing method of
operating golf courses is on the increase.

First, we have to admit that it’s there and -

follow up with reaction that’s positive to
the cause of our profession.”

Dean Robertson,
Kernwood Country
¢ Club: “This thing has

. me stymied in a way
because I can see
= | where there’sroom for
consultant service in our profession. But
I’m talking about ‘bona fide’ consultants,
not someone who’s supposed tobe selling
products without providing what I
suspect is an amount of advice based on
how much business it triggers.

“That possibility is the one thing that
really upsets me about this situation. And
it’s the one thing that points the practice in
the direction of being unethical.

“Maybe whatI’mabout to say may not
be what a lot of supers want to hear but,
remember, a situation could arise where a

Continued on page 3
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Agway Inc. Gold Star Sod Farms, Inc. The Magovern Co., Inc.
Greg Moore Rep. Sod & Pine Bark Mulch 27 Lawnacre Road
Box 507 Sterling, MA Canterbury, N.H. Windsor Locks, CT 06096
Fertilizer, Seed, Chemicals 603-783-4717 Tel.: 800-243-7718 or 203-623-2508
800-225-CROP (MA) 617-422-7614 Lexington, MA *D.L. Maher
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*The Bordon Company R.F. Morse & Sons Inc.
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Bulk Limestone Dealer Contact: Gary Hammond Jack Cronin, Rep.
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Dedham, MA Weathersfield. Conn. i e
John Ramey - Paul Kenyon, Bob Kennedy, Rep., Roy Sibley, Rep. Westford. MA 01886
e e i Holliston Sand Co. Inc. 617.692-8221
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Norfolk Power Equip., Inc.
194 Main Street
Norfolk, MA 02056
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P.O. Box 400 W. Falmouth, MA 02574 Lexinaton. MA 02173 . Oid Fox Golf Course Div.
617-563-2284 617-8962-2'550 ) 2ustom Agplicgtions, Spg';lyings, -
eration, Top Dressing, Slice Seeding
gzhza 3;::”2?§7e213°"s’ s. *Lesco Inc. Full Line of Materials
Framinaham. MA 01701 20005 Lake Road Weymouth, MA 02190
S b ol Rocky River, OH 44116 800-462-5990
617-875-7929 Ron Tumiski, Rep., Mike Donahue, Rep. Partac Golf Course Top D i
p Dressing
e 5 800-321-5325 Kelsey Park
FASOEO T SOUCts ampalyy *Loft’s Seed Great Meadows, N.J. 07838
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401-789-9017 Victoria Wallace, Rep.
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E.B. Rotondi & Sons, Inc.
224 Forest Street
Winchester, MA 01890
617-729-3330
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Sawtelle Bros.

65 Glenn Street
Lawrence, MA 01843
617-682-9296

Scott Associates, Inc.

60 Water Street

Clinton, MA 01510
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Pumps-Sales, Service installation,
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Scotts Pro-Turf Div.
Rep. Ed Wiacek 401-253-4284
Rep. Scott Brown 413-245-6038

Tuckahoe Turf Farms Inc.
Exeter, R.I. Litchfield, N.H.
West Suffield, CT
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New England
Alan Anderson
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