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NOVEMBER NOTATIONS

November-Thanksgiving-Turkey - - - -
have we the thankful spirit----the Frolic
--—-the second issue of the Australian
Greenkeeper is with us, a fine and in-
teresting magazine---Mitchell is back be-
hind the brush--he hasn’t had time to
shave as he has been building a new
ladies’ tee on the 15th at Kernwood,
with round corners so that it may easily
be cut with a power mower----the en-
of the season--bringing in the equipment
--getting the mowers and other equip-
ment ready to be serviced for another
season----Salem C. C. are installing a
hoseless fairway watering system with
Skinner heads----we never saw as much
work on bunkers as is being done at
Newport this Fall--plenty of sand in
sight next season----talk up that appro-
priation for turf work at Waltham next
year---—-next meeting of the R. I. Green-
keepers Association will be held at the
Narragansett Hotel, Providence on Jan.
18th----the Directors met with the Enter-
tainment Committee in Boston on the
3rd to talk over plans for the Frolic----

HOW ABOUT AN ARTICLE FOR THE
NEWSLETTER?

The October meeting of the R. L
Greenkeepers Association was held on
October 19th at Comstock Park, Oak-
lawn, R. I. and the November meeting
on the 9th at Goddard Park, East Green-
wich, R. I g

HINTS ON TURF MANAGEMENT

T. T. Odland, R. I. State College

Some Problems of Turf Growing
in Cemeteries

Growing grass in cemeteries presents
a number of problems not so often met
with in growing grass on home lawns
cr on golf courses. Often the cemeteries
are located on very poor thin soil. It is
a struggle to get any kind of grass to
grow.

Artificial watering is usually out of
the question—at least over the greater
part of most cemeteries. The grass has
to depend on the natural rainfall what-
ever that may be.

The upkeep budget is usually pretty
meager so it is up to the superintendent
to make each dollar available go just as
far as possible. This means that it is
necessary to consider the kind of ferti-
lizer to be used carefully so the best
results will be obtained for the money
spent. The same applies to seed, chemi-
cals, machinery and other items.

The lack of sufficient fertilization, I
believe, is perhaps the most common
cause of poor turf in cemeteries. We
must realize that grass is a cron ihat
needs some plant food regularly if it is
to show results, just the same as a crop
of potatoes or corn. A light sprinkling
of superphosphate once a year is not
enough. Too often even that much is
not done for the grass.

Requisites of Good Cemetery Turf

Before considering what we should or
can do to obtain a desirable turf. it
might be well to consider for a moment
some of the things we think about when
we say good turf. Perhaps the first
thing we look for is turf that has a good
green appearance for as much of the
growing season as possible. If the
grounds are well covered with some-
thing green we can overlook many other
shortcomings. We need to select a grass
or a mixture of grasses that will grow
well under our particular conditions and
then we should see that it is properly
fertilized and cared for.

A second consideration is a smooth
turf. This is necessary not only for ap-
pearance but in order to do the mowing
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with any degree of satisfaction. A well
graded turf area also helps materially
in the drainage question.

Another consideration is that the turf
should be as free from weeds as pos-
sible. We must manage some way so
that the grass we plant will be able to
get the upper hand rather than the
other way around.

Then again we should try to have a
grass covering that is not too difficult
to care for. Some types of grass re-
quire considerable more attention than
others.

There are other considerations which
all of you no doubt have in mind but
these are some with which we might
begin.

Building the Foundation for Good Turf

Jt is impossible to obtain a satis-
factory turf where there is no founda-
tion on which to build. If we are trying
to establish a lawn or other turf on soil
that consists almost entirely of sand or
gravel we have an almost impossible
problem on our hands. A thin and poor
soil can usually be improved in some
way, however, before attempting to
grow grass. Also we can select grasses
that will do better than others on thin
soil. To grow the best turf, however,
we should have a covering of 3 or 4
inches at least of top soil with a foot
or more of substantial subsoil below
this. The material below this will be
of less consequence.

We all know that this is an ideal goal
that many of us cannot reach in our
cemetery grounds. If we keep in mind,
however, what are the ideal conditions
then we have something for which to
aim in trying to build up the soil con-
ditions on our own job.

When getting a piece of land ready
for seeding to grass. there is nothine
better for helping to build a good
foundation than a substantial covering
of well rotted barnyard manure. This
should be well mixed with the top layer
of soil by disking or otherwise working
it into the seedbed. In addition to this,

Mixtures of Grasses
(Figures are percentage by

Soil type Kentucky
Bluegrass
Loam soil—limed 40
Medium heavy 20

Thin soil

an application of 30 or 40 pounds of
superphosphate similarly worked into
the soil will help the grass get a good
start in life. The phosphorus helps
greatly in stimulating a good root
growth in the young grass.

Another way to get some organic
matter into the thin soil is to grow and
plow under one or more green manure
crops. Rye and vetch is a good combina-
tion for this.

Choosing the Right Kinds of Grass
for Seeding

There are a number of turf grasses
or mixtures of grasses that can be used.
The type of soil, climatic conditions,
money available, and personal prefer-
ence are all factors to be considered.
Where the soil is of a substantial char-
acter, and is well fertilized and limed,
Kentucky bluegrass or a mixture con-
sisting of a high percentage of this de-
sirable grass, is nearly always a good
choice. For conditions less favorable,
Rhode Island Colonial Bent or mixture
containing a high percentage of bent
will be found very useful. The bent
grasses will, of course, make a beauti-
ful turf on the best of soils also.

Then for our poorest soils the fescues
are probably able to survive the best.
For this reason fescue is usually a
favorite grass with many cemetery men.
Fescue seed can be used as part of the
mixture for almost any turf of this
nature to good advantage. Chewing’s
fescue is the one usually best adapted
for turf conditions. Red top is a good
dependable grass for almost any con-
dition. The seed cost is low compared
with most other turf grasses and it
makes a rapid growth. Probably no
other grass is used as generally in
mixtures for turf such as is found in
cemeteries.

I will attempt to suggest a few typi-
cal mixtures that might be suitable for
use in cemeteries. These can, of course,
be modified to suit particular conditions
or to suit the pocketbook of the pur-
chaser.

for Cemetery Turf
weight of different seeds)

R 1 Chewing’s Red Top
Colonial fescue

Bent

40 10 10

20 40 20

20 40 40
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Early fall is usually the best time
for seeding grasses. The young seedlings
have a better opportunity to get estab-
lished under soil and moisture condi-
tions that are favorable for grass
growth. It may be necessary, however,
to plant in the spring. If this is the
case, some rye grass should be added to
the suggested mixtures in order to help
keep out weed growth.

The rate of seeding will depend
somewhat on the kind of seed mixture
selected. Usually somewhere between
100 and 150 pounds of seed per acre
is sufficient.

In this connection, I would like %o
suggest that most cemetery superin-
tendents make it a practice to have a
turf nursery where they can get sod to
patch bare spots and for sodding graves.
This is a very essential feature and
gives an opportunity to gradually im-
prove the turf in general if the nursery
is maintained in good condition.

Fertilizers

I want to lay special emphasis on the
importance of regular and adequate
fertilization for turf in general. With
the cemeteries so often being located on
thin soil this is especially important.

In the spring of the year the turf
should receive a generous application
of a complete fertilizer such as a 10-6-4,
8-6-6 or similar. Usually an application
at the rate of 600 to 800 pounds per
acre is advisable.

Another application in the early fall
of say half this amount will show good
results. If water is available and we
want to give the grass the best possible
conditions, a summer application of
nitrate of soda or sulfate of ammonia
at the rate of 100 pounds per acre will
be helpful. Cyanamid can be applied
as a nitrogen carrier in late fall or early
spring before growth starts.

The amount of fertilizer that can be
used will depend upon the funds avail-
able for upkeep. The point to keep in
mind is that we cannot expect to main-
tain a satisfactory turf if we neglect
to furnish the grass with something to
g0 on.

Often the soil is so acid that even a
liberal fertilizer application will do
little good. A test should be made if
such a condition is suspected and lime
applied if needed. A test for soil acidity
can be easily and quickly made right on

the ground with an inexpensive soil
testing outfit. If the grass is doing
poorly and no lime has been applied for
many years, an application of lime
would probably show more beneficial re-
sults than almost anything that could
be tried. Certainly it is useless to apply
seed, fertilizer or any other practice for
benefitting the turf if the soil is so acid
that grass will not thrive.

There are differences in grasses with
respect to the amount of acidity that
they will tolerate. Kentucky bluegrass,
for instance, needs a better limed soil
than Colonial bent or red top. No grass,
however, will do well on too acid soil.

Nothing is better for grass than well-
rotted farm manure, providing a lot of
weed seeds are not brought in with it.
Manure helps build up organic matter
in the soil. Organic matter in turn
helps hold soil moisture and generally
makes the soil better for grass growth.

A good substitute for farm manure
can be made by raking up leaves in the
fall and building a compost heap. Dur-
ing the summer grass clippings can be
added to this. By adding sulfate of
ammonia or other soluble nitrogen
carrier and lime to this and keeping it
moist, a material will result that will
be very similar to a good grade of well
rotted farm manure. Directions for
building a compost pile can be obtained
from any of the agricultural experiment
stations or extension services.

(From a talk to the New England
Cemetery Association
October 27, 1936.)

NOVEMBER MEETING

The last outdoor meeting of the year
was held on October 26th at the Marl-
boro C. C., Marlboro, Mass. Some
thirty odd were present in spite of in-
clement weather. In the golf tourna-
ment, the following won prizes:

Phil Cassidy, 89-16-73.
Paul Wanberg, 103-29-74.
N. Sperandio, 85-10-75.

N. Bruno, 89-14-75.




THE SPREADER YOU HAVE BEEN SEEKING

SPECILFICATIONS

Hopper Capacity ...... 3 cubic ft. Feed Roller only 3 in. above ground
Widthe overgalll % 77 i sy 4 ft. Graduated feed scale

Width of spread .......... 36 in. Net wgt. of machine . ... 125 lbs.
Width of wheels . .......... 4 in. Shipping wgt. .......... 175 lbs.
Direct gear drive Price (F.O.B. Cleveland) .. $59.50

Regardless of what kind of material you are using on your Golf
Greens, Fairways, Lawns, etc., to obtain the desired results, the materials
must be applied evenly in the recommended amounts.

The ALL PURPOSE SPREADER was designed and built to do the
work with more accuracy than any other method.

Its “Finger Touch Control” is positive control, eliminating the possi-
bility of burn at the start and finish lines from excess fertilizer as left
by most Spreaders.

Whether you are seeding, fertilizing or top dressing the ALL PUR.-
POSE SPREADER will meet your most exacting demands. Grass seed
can be applied as light as 3 lbs. per 1000 square ft.—ideal for sowing
Bent seed on Golf Greens. Top dressing can be applied as heavy as
desired.

The ALL PURPOSE SPREADER is not just a few pieces of tin stuck
together but is built for heavy duty with the precision of fine workmanship
and has such features as triple roll agitation—no packing of material—
full width feed—no clogging—accurate quantity control insuring proper
application—and other excellent features.

The ALL PURPOSE SPREADER will handle the following materials
with equal success, as well as any others of similar nature:—Grass Seeds,
Fertilizer, Sulphate of Ammonia, Arsenate of Lead, Ground Lime,
Bichloride of Mercury, Semesan, Barbak 211 & XX, Milorganite, Sand,
Calomel, Calo-Clor, Humus, Nu-Green, Cottonseed Meal, Bone Meal,
Vigoro, Mowrah Meal, Agrico and TOP DRESSING FOR GREENS, FAIR-
WAYS, LAWNS.

Note:—Will handle Moist Prepared Top Soil applying 350 lbs. per
1000 square ft. of material weighing 70 lbs. per cubic ft.

—SOLD BY —

IDEAL MOWER SALES and SERVICE

Ideal Power and Fairway Mowers—Golf Course Equipment
111 Cypress Street—Boston, Massachusetts
Telephone Beacon 2898-2899

Tell the advertiser you saw it in the NEWSLETTER.
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KENT’S COMMENTS

Three courses in Northern New
Jersey have Greenskeepers ifrom New
England. Greenkeeper Arie Henden-
berg now at North Jersey C. C., an 18
hole private job, hails from Toy Town
Tavern C. C. at Winchendon, Mass.
Carlton E. Treat from Woodland G. C.
near Boston, is at Montelair C. C., a 36
hole layout in Monteclair, and your cor-
respondent, formerly at several courses
in Rhode Island, now at Passaic Co.
Golf Course, a 27 hole Muni. outfit. If
I have overlooked anyone, let me know
in an asbestos envelope. 3

While we are several hundred miles
south of New England, conditions here
are practically the same. Southern New
Jersey is similar to the coastal regions
of New England, and Northern New
Jersey, a fair replica of inland New
England. There are more than half a
hundred Colonial Historical points of
interest. Agricultural and manufactur-
ing are similiar, with fabric mills along

NEW ENGLAND GROWN

Winter-hardy, Acclimated

BEN-T Sk D

for

New England Golf Courses

Direct from the farms of

A. N. PECKHAM

KINGSTON, R. L

When a country club seeks the
services of a greenkeeper it is
faced with the tedious task of in-
vestigating the records and refer-
ences of numerous applicants,
many of whom lack the proper

qualifications.

Cur Employment Committee of-
fers 2 happy solution to this prob-
lem by placing the country club
in contact thru written applica-
tion or personal interview, with
men whose qualifications fit them
for the particular position to be
filled.

Guy C. West, Chr.

the rivers;----and like New England,
many of them run only part time, or
are closed entirely. Instead of Cana-
dian French, our main foreign-language
names are Holland Dutch.

There are 140 odd courses in the
State, with about 30 active members in
the N. J. Greenkeepers’ Assn. Some of
the courses are monumental monstrosi-
ties, designed or built by amateur archi-
tects with a pyramid-building complex.
The result is a hatful of headaches for
the maintenance job. The banks are so
steep on some greens, that groundsmen,
it is said, walk in town with one foot
on the sidewalk curb, and the other in
the street gutter, in order to keep their
balance!

Clinton K. Bradley.

A quick decision has value. A sound
decision is priceless.

The man who has ceased to grow has
begun to die.
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THE SIGN OF GOOD SEEDS

Blue Grasses, Colonial Bent, Seaside Bent, Velvet—B. P. 1.
14276 and Highland, New Crop Chewings Fescue, Fine
Leaved Fescue, Red Top and all Fine Grasses.

CLEAN WEED-FREE HIGH VIABILITY

GRASS SEED DIVISION

K. . Woodruff & Sons

MILFORD, CONN.

Mows the Rough. Cuts Tall Grass.

The 7-gang mows both fairways and rough. The sickle bar
cuts tall grass and weeds. Tractor can be used for rolling

and hauling. — Send for Catalog. — See for yourself.

Main Office: w = Boston Office:
o gton

STROUDSBURG, PA. 1 STATE STREET
‘Wer

\ompany.

The advertisers pay for your NEWSLETTER; deal with them.



The Peerless Mower Sharpener
SIMPLE
ACCURATE
ECONOMICAL
FAST

Sharp Mowers Mean Better Kept Greens and Fairways

The Peerless Grinder grinds all blades exactly evenly,
making a perfect contact with the bed knife.

The Peerless Grinder is equipped with a device for
lapping in mowers after grinding.

The Peerless Grinder grinds all makes of power mowers
and cutting units, green mowers, and hand mowers.

The Peerless Grinder also grinds all kinds of hand tools
frequently used on the course.

Inquire NOW for further information.

PEERLESS Mower Sharpeners Are Distributed By

New Engiland Toro Co.

1121 WASHINGTON STREET, WEST NEWTON, MASS.
TEL. WEST NEWTON 1658




