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INTRODUCING!

THE NEWEST MATERIALS 
ON THE COURSE TODAY.

T H E  O N L Y  A U T H O R I Z E D  D I S T R I B U T O R  O F  
B A Y L E T O N  A N D  O F T A N O L  IN M IC H IG A N -

B e n h a m  C h e m ic a ls
3190 M artin  Road  

W alled  Lake, M l 4 8 0 8 8  
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This is the week that was...
GREENKEEPER’S DIARY

Monday - Want to spray bad dollar 
spot on greens. Cushman won’t work. 
Sprayer won’t work. I don’t want to 
work. Nobody else wants to work. Two 
of the crew stayed home and did not 
work. Just had a phone call that the 
Junior Golfers are to have a shotgun 
start on both nines at 8:30. Hung up in 
the caller’s face. Should not have had 
that last beer last night. Mowed greens 
and tried not to notice that the cups 
needed changing and the dollar spot is 
even worse than I thought. Did not 
mow 13. Hate it. Between the winterkill 
oil-spillkill and the disease, we ought to 
tow it to the SPC A and have them put it 
to sleep. Chairman left message at the 
Pro Shop to get in touch with him at 
once. He better not hold his breath. Hit 
95 by late afternoon. Late for supper, 
wife mad, supper lousy, I’m mad. 
Watered ’till dark. Showered and went 
to bed. Wife sexy- I’m not.

Tuesday - Went in at daylight - the 
air feels like a police dog’s breath. Got 
the sprayer working. Can’t figure out 
why the chemical companies package 
dusty chemicals in bags that are 
impossible to open without getting it 
all over yourself and the sprayer, not to 
mention breathing it. The cheapest 
cereal on the market is packaged in 
easy-to-open-and-close containers.

We all should go granular — that would 
snap their eyes open. Fairway tractor 
stuck in wet spot right next to the huge 
localized dry spot the crew calls Iran. 
Why are there so many cars in the club 
lot? The Pro Shop says it is a ladies’ 
member-guest transferred from
another club that had a fire in their 
kitchen. I think I’ll set one in ours and 
let them eat at Burger King. Go home 
early -  sleep thru supper. Wife mad 
again, too tired to be mad. Mow rough 
’till dark. Showered and ate cold left­
over supper. Felt sexy -  wife still mad 
from early evening. Lost interest.

Wednesday - Slept late, went in at 
7:00. Changed cups 18 greens, hit 14 
rocks. No record, but close. Thirteen 
green has disease that looks like vomit
-  on close inspection it is vomit- what a 
relief! You can always hose off vomit. 
Birds working on greens -  how many 
cutworms does it take to fill up a crow! I 
think their mother was raped by a 
rooster the way they scratch with black 
toenails and dig with their beaks. The 
member who owns the ice cream plant 
told me we need more sand in the traps
-  I told him his maple walnut needs 
more nuts. He said, “Times are Tough” 
- 1 agree. Went in the club for a cup of 
coffee and the manager asked me if I

C ontinued P a g e  18

AAA SERVICE
EXPERIENCED * PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE

DEARBORN OFFICE P LY M O U TH  OFFICE

LO 25225 459-9555
____ COMPLETE TREE CARE SERVICE_____
FULLY INSURED • LICENSED • SINCE 1947
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CALL NOW 
For a demonstration 
and price quotation. 

(313) 338-0425

GOLF CAR DISTRIBUTORS
1980 W. Wide Track Drive (U.S. 10) 

Pontiac, Michigan 48058 

Phone: (313) 338-0425

Ymi can't beat the system*

But that’s not all.
The System is also a time 

saver that can cut your labor 
costs. Accessories mount on the 
back of the Turf-Truckster. Your 
men do their work quickly, 
efficiently... and then move on 
to the next job at speeds up to 
22 mph. There’s less wasted 
traveling time, so you get more 
work out of each hour of labor 
cost.

The Cushman Turf-Care 
System. Versatility, superior 
performance, economy. It’s a 
tough system to beat.

Write today for your free 
Cushman Turf Care Catalog.

TURF
TVWCKSTER
SYSTEM.

OMC-Lincoln, a Division of 
Outboard Marine Corporation 
6201 Cushman Drive 
P.O. Box 82409  
Lincoln. Nebraska 68501

Because the flexibility of the 
Cushman Turf-Care System 
saves you time and money. 
Here’s how!

The System is built around 
the rugged, versatile 18 hp Turf- 
Truckster, 3-or 4-wheel model. 
With this one power source and 
options, you can haul, spray, 
spike, spread and top dress. And

save as much as 35% on 
equipment in the process.

Because, instead of buying 
separately powered units for 
each job, you buy only the Turf- 
Truckster and the modular 
Cushman accessories you need. 
So you pay less in total for 
equipment... and have only one 
power unit to maintain.

C U S H M A N '
T U R F -C A R E
EQ UIPM ENT
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6 ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
WE NEVER THOUGHT YOU’D ASK

(BÜT DECIDED TO ANSWER ANYWAY)

I Yes, GCSAA can help you become a bet­
ter superintendent. One way it does this is 
through educational seminars and con­
ference sessions it sponsors each year to help you 

become better informed about turfgrass diseases, 
pesticides, landscaping and management practices.

2 Yes, GCSAA is helping to further the ad­
vancement of the turfgrass industry.

Through the GCSAA Scholarship £> Research 
Fund, Inc., GCSAA provided more than $ 1 3 ,5 0 0  last 
year in research grants to leading turfgrass programs. 
GCSAA also provides educational opportunities to turf­
grass students through annual turfgrass scholarships.

3 Yes, GCSAA provides a meeting 
ground for superintendents.

Each year, GCSAA sponsors an 
annual conference and show for its members. 
Last year more than 6 ,5 0 0  educators, in­
dustry representatives and members from all 
over the world attended. GCSAA’s executive 
committee decided at its last board meeting 
that the conference experience is so valuable 
that first-year members should be encouraged 
to attend by being given free admission.

4 Yes, GCSAA offers recognition 
for superintendents. Through its 
public  re la tions  e ffo rts , its 

magazine, and its award programs, GCSAA 
helps promote the image and the profes­
sionalism of the superintendent. GCSAA also 
provides information to superintendents 
about how they can use public relations to 
promote their own image to their course, their 
community and their association.

5
6

Yes, GCSAA provides each member with a 
life insurance program. Supplemental insur­
ance, disability and pension programs also 
are available.

No, GCSAA can’t help you with your golf 
handicap. You’ll have to work on that 
yourself.

i f )  GCSAA
The association that offers you 

more than just a name.
1617 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE • LAWRENCE, KANSAS 66044 

913/ 841-2240
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A Review of the Past-
How Golf Course Maintenance 

was in the Late Teens

Several things come to my mind. 
One of the things is, what were the cost 
of many items several years ago? One 
could buy a model T Ford car for 
approximately three hundred dollars. 
A spare tire was not included. Usually 
the dealer would give the customer a 
spare tire and also a set of tire chains. 
The chairs were very necessary for 
anyone who expected to travel in the 
country. One could buy gasoline for ten 
or eleven cents a gallon. No tax those 
days. Farm labor was thirty dollars per 
month included board and room. One 
could buy a pair of work shoes for less 
than two and a half dollars. There was a 
shoe store in Minneapolis called the 
ninety-eight cent shoe store, none 
higher. There was a time when one 
could go to Sears Roebuck and buy a 
hand lawn mower for less than two 
dollars and fifty cents.

What about various costs on golf 
courses? I can only go back to 1916, the 
year I started to work on one. Wages 
were considered satisfactory at that 
time -  twenty cents per hour, ten hours 
per day, six days a week, and no coffee 
breaks. Board and room was one dollar 
a day. This included all the food one 
could eat. One could hire a team of 
horses and a driver for five dollars a 
day. Help was plentiful in those years 
and it was good dependable help.

Very little commercial fertilizer was 
purchased in the teen years. The fertili­
zer used came from the horse or cattle 
barns. How many of you ever used real 
liquid fertilizer? I imagine very few of 
you know of the method that is required 
in the processing of this kind of fertili­
zer. My experience came at the club I 
was employed at in Minnesota*. A large 
pit was built. The pit was then filled 
with manure from the stables. Water 
was poured over it occasionally. After 
several days the liquid was pumped 
from the bottom of the pit and put in 
large containers and taken out on the 
golf course greens and applied, usually 
with a sprinkling can. It was almost 
impossible to get an even distribution, 
but we always were able to tell if the 
fertilizer was any good. This is some 
contrast in regards to applying fertilizer 
on greens today. But labor was cheap. 
The material cost nothing.

Red top grass seed was five cents a 
pound, Kentucky Blue - eight cents a 
pound.

Prior to the middle 1920’s the soil 
that was used in golf course construc­
tion or that was necessary to use in the 
maintenance of a golf course was moved 
either by horses and scrapers, or wagons 
or wheelbarrows. How did the soil get 
into the wagons? By men and shovels.

Continued P a g e  14

No synthetically produced fertilizer can compare with
MILORGANITE

Golf Courses Use More

M I  L O  R G  A N  I T E s j A
T h an  Any O ther Fertilizer

TERMINAL SALES CORR 12871 EA TON  A V E .  
D E T R O IT ,  M IC H . 48227  
(313) 491 -0606
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING THE
MICHIGAN AND BORDER CITIES 

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS 
ASSOCIATION?

FILL  IN THE QUESTIONALE BELOW AND MAIL TO: 

CHARLES GAIGE
LAKELANDS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

7390 Rickett 
Brighton, Ml 48116 

Office 231-3003, Residence 227-4617

D A T E _______________________

N A M E  ________________________________________________________________________________

A D D R E S S  ___________________________________________________________________________

C IT Y  _______________________________  S T A T E  ________________  Z I P  _____________

O R  Y O U  M A Y  C O N T A C T  T H E  N E X T  G O L F  C O U R S E  S U P P L I E R  W H O  C A L L  O N  
Y O U  A N D  G IV E  H IM  T H E  I N F O R M A T IO N  N E E D E D  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N .

FOR ALL YOUR IRRIGATION NEEDS

YOUR FULL STOCK 

FULL SERVICE 
DISTRIBUTOR

JIM VINCE / n J k / j y
GENE STENNETT ----- 'r7 ^ rT

PETE ASARO

SPRINKLER IRRIGATION SUPPLY CO. 1316 N. CAMPBELL ROAD ROYAL OAK, Ml 48067
PHONE: (313) 398-2233

8



GOLF

g | a  OLF is a science, the study of a life- 
time, in which you may exhaust 
yourself but never your subject. 

It is a contest, a duel, or a melee, calling 
for courage, skill, strategy and self-control. 
It is a test of temper, a trial of honour, a 
revealer of character. It affords a chance 
to play the man and act the gentleman. 
It means going into God's out-of-doors, get­
ting close to nature, fresh air, excercise, a 
recreation of tired tissues. It is a cure for 
care, an antidote to worry. It includes com­
panionship with friends, social intercourse, 
opportunities for courtesy, kindliness and 
generosity to an opponent. It promotes not 
only physical health but moral force.

D. R. FORGAN

— With Compliments of —
ROBT. FORGAN & SON, LTD., ST. ANDREWS, SCOTLAND 
The Leading Golf Club Makers for over a Century & a Quarter



Where There’s Smoke- 
Stay Low & Keep Cool!

When you check into a large hotel, as 
you may during GCSAA’s 53rd Inter­
national Turfgrass Conference and 
Show in New Orleans Jan. 31 - Feb. 5, 
one small precaution may save your 
life. When you enter your room, take a 
moment to glance down the hallway 
and note the location of the stairwells. 
It will only take a second and you may 
not get another chance.

Fires in large hotels have become 
frightening familiar news stories lately, 
especially with two disastrous fires in 
Las Vegas hotels in a relatively short 
time. Unfortunately, most people think 
disasters of that type are something 
that only happens to other people. 
With more than 5,000 hotel fires in a 
year, the odds may catch up with you.

In a hotel fire, the flames are not the 
killers. Smoke, usually coupled with

panic, is. That’s why you should mem­
orize the location of the stairwells as 
well as the layout of the room. You may 
not be able to see them very well later.

If you do smell smoke in the middle 
of the night, don’t be in a hurry to flee. 
Call the hotel desk and report it to the 
fire department. They may have every­
thing under control and if they don’t at 
least someone will know where you are.

If you do leave your room, stay low 
and stay calm. Crawl to the stairwell 
and make your way down, keeping a 
firm grip on the handrail. Not everyone 
may be as calm as you,and you could be 
trampled. Don’t try to take the elevator 
down and unless you’re on the lower of 
three floors, don’t try to jump.

If you run into a dense area of smoke
Continued P a g e  12
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Toro Debris Handling 
Equipment

Two machines 
in one

Makes cleaning a breeze
With the Toro Vacuum/Blower you can clean up to a quarter- 

acre in less than an hour.
The 5-horsepower vacuum has a 30" vacuum head that rakes 

in leaves, twigs, and even cans. For better vacuum action, it has 
a flexible rubber lip on the vacuum head and seven height ad­
justments. The heavy duty bag can handle seven bushels and has 
a sturdy metal zipper. The vacuum is available in hand-propelled 
or self-propelled models, and with an optional attachment, hitches 
to the back of a tractor or rider-mower.

Both Toro vacuum models can be converted to a leaf blower 
in about 5 minutes -  without costly optional equipment or tools. 
Just take off the vacuum head, attach the special discharge 
chute, rotate the impeller housing, and raking becomes a breeze!

As a blower, It uses a 100 M.P.H. “ jet stream" to blow damp 
or dry debris into an easily bagged pile. The air discharge chute 
converts to straight ahead or side use, too. And, there’s an 
optional hose kit to get in and out of . . . corners and tight 
places. The tw o  and only Toro Vacuum/Blower. It’ s a product of 
over 60 years of experience in lawn maintenance equipment.

WILKIE

Turj Equipment Division, Inc.
1050 O PD Y K E ROAD P O N T IA C , M ICHIG AN 48057

(313) 373-8800

ITTTtl
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be sure to prop the door open so you 
won’t be locked out.

Many people have remained un­
harmed in their rooms while others 
died trying to escape. It’s a judgment 
call, but if you decide to stay in your 
room, several precautions can increase 
your chances of survival.

First, turn on the bathroom vent. Fill 
the tub with water for firefighting pur­
poses. Stuff wet towels under the door. 
If the door and walls are hot, keep 
throwing water on them. Keep every­
thing wet, and don’t worry about the 
mess.

If your room has a window or sliding 
door, open it, but keep an eye on it. 
There may be more smoke outside 
than inside. If there is fire outside the 
window, get rid of the draperies and 
anything nearby that might be 
combustible. Keep pouring water 
around the window.

If you swing a wet towel around the 
room, it will help clear the smoke. 
Another wet towel tied around your 
nose and mouth will filter the air you 
breathe.

Stay Low!, Cont. WRITING EFFECTIVE REPORTS 
As an executive in what is, after all, a 
business organization, you may be 
called upon to write periodic reports on 
your operation or current and future 
projects. The art of writing clear and 
effective reports is one each executive 
should master. Here are some things to 
keep in mind as you write: 
Remember your reader. Generally, 
reports are written for one specific 
person, such as the greens chairman, 
general manager or other club official. 
Write as though you were speaking to 
that person, keeping in mind his likes 
and dislikes.
Organize your report. Don’t make 
the reader have to dig for the important 
points. State your case in 1-2-3 order, 
with headings, if possible, to bring out 
important facts.
Make it objective. Don’t spend so 
much time telling how you feel and 
what you think that the reader misses 
the facts. Avoid exaggeration, extrav­
agant statements and generalities. 
Get to the point. Edit out everything 
which does not serve some informative 
purpose in your report, and tell your

12



reader immediately what he needs to 
know. Then fill in the details. 
Document your report. Attach copies 
of clippings, letters, notes or price 
schedules that support your conclu­
sions.
Develop an interesting and easily 
read writing style. Keep your para­
graphs short and avoid long and in­
volved sentence structure. Indent or 
underscore important points to make 
them stand out.
Summarize the important points at 
the end of your report. The reader 
will then know why it was written and 
what you have concluded about your 
subject.
Night Lighting May be Harmful To 

Trees
The energy crunch may provide a 

hidden blessing for trees sensitive to 
night lighting. After the introduction of 
high-pressure sodium lighting in the 
1960s, architects and designers rushed 
to include bright exterior lighting in 
new building designs. However, the 
rising cost of electricity is forcing a 
trend toward fewer lights or the use of 
more energy-efficient lighting systems.

USD A research horticulturist H. 
Marc Cathey surveyed 54 species of 
trees and shrubs for their response to 
all-night lighting. He found that con­
tinuous light forces sensitive trees into 
continuous growth, which causes 
stress and makes them more suscept­
ible to air-pollution damage. It also 
delays dormancy in the fall, exposing 
new growth to a killing frost. These 
effects are dependent on several factors 
including light intensity, color and night 
temperature, Cathey reported.

Elms and sycamores are the most 
sensitive. A single foot-candle of incan­
descent or sodium light on the leaves of 
dogwoods, birches and some maples 
also interferes with the natural dark- 
light cycle of those trees. Oaks, ever­
greens and many fruit trees are sensi­
tive to night lighting, and holly, rhodo­
dendron, linden and most maples are 
only moderately sensitive.

If your club uses less efficient light 
sources, such as metal halide or mer­
cury vapor lighting, you may be doing 
your trees a favor. These lamps emit 
less of the red part of the spectrum, 
which triggers continuous growth.
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W ith Q U A L IT Y ------

MALLINCKRODT LEWIS

FORE PAR CLEARY 

COUNTRY CLUB

CHICOPEE Upjohn 

FOX VALLEY Chipco
DIAMOND SHAMROCK

Yankee c y c l o n e  

P B I Gordon Aquatrols
Turf grass Products PanaSea

SOUTH LYON, MICHIGAN 48178 

Phone: Areo 313 437-1427

G EN E JOHANNINGSM EIER

13



When making application for a job of 
this nature the only qualification re­
quired was good legs, and a strong 
back.

In the early years the grass on the 
greens consisted mostly of Fescue, 
German mixed bents, clover and weeds. 
Weeds were either left there or removed 
by hand digging. I often wondered 
which was worse - the weeds or the 
weeders. Greens were mowed about 
three times a week with a wheel type 
mower. It took a man around five hours 
to mow three greens. Watering was 
usually done when greens began to 
turn brown from the lack of moisture, 
not with the idea in mind to help hold a 
pitched ball, but to keep the grass alive 
when cut at, the then called, short 
height of one-half inch. Worm casts 
were usally so thick in the spring and 
fall that the greens had the appearance 
of a green that had just been top- 
dressed - before the top dressing had 
been worked in. It was always necessary 
to pole a green with a bamboo pole 
before mowing. I remember on one 
green we used a chemical for worm 
control; when the worms came to the 
surface, we raked them up and hauled 
them away in a wheelbarrow; and the 
wheelbarrow was almost full. Statments 
of this kind are hard for some of you to 
believe, but I know it is the truth, 
because I was one of the fellows at the 
end of the rake handle.

Greens were fertilized usually with 
ammonium sulphate which was applied 
with a barrel type sprayer. It consisted 
of a fifty gallon barrel with two large 
steel wheels, one on each side, and a 
handle attached to the front. A one 
inch pipe about four feet long with 
several holes drilled into the pipe 
attached to the back end acted as a 
spray-boom. A shut-off valve was in­
stalled between the pipe and the barrel. 
Two men pulled the barrel and one 
walked along the side using a paddle to 
keep the solution agitated. You can 
imagine the kamage that was done to 
the putting surface by the barrow 
wheels and the men’s shoes pulling this 
heavy barrel up the contours. How 
does this compare to the present day of 
applying liquid fertilizer to turf? Now a
Continued N e x t  Column

Review of the Past, Cont.

Tire Wholesalers 
Company, Inc.

19240 West Eight Mile Southfield. Mich. 48075
(4 mu w««t of louiMitm e»«d)

a a B flm a m
TRUCK CAR ¡till 

TRAILER J 
MOTORCYCLE ■ n

UN I ROYAL 1
INDUSTRIAL

WHOLESALE PRICES TO COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS

'For Land's Sake-'Use Peat"

OXFORD FEAT CO.
1430 E. Drahner Rd.

™ Oxford, Michigan 48051

PROCESSED PEAT 
Top Dressing Blends 

Custom Blending
FREDLATTA 313/628-5991

TURF SUPPLIES INC.
6 9 0 0  Pardee Rd .,Tay lor , Michigan

(313)291-1200

DON'T EVEN THINK 
OF BUYING.............

GRASS SEED
FERTILIZERS
FUNGICIDES

WITHOUT CALLING

291-1200

TURF SUPPLIES INC.
6 9 0 0  Pardee R d .,Tay lor ,  Michigan

(313)291-1200
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WANTED

5 or 7 gang 
FAIRWAY MOWER

Morey's Golf and Country Club 
2280 Union Lake Road 

Union Lake, Michigan 48085

Review of the Past, Cont.
six thousand square foot green requires 
approximately seven minutes to apply 
the fertilizer.

There was practically no chemical 
for disease control in the teen years. 
Today there is a chemical for the con­
trol of almost any disease; in fact, 
maybe every one and it can be applied 
to the average green in three to four 
minutes.

It used to take one and a half hours to 
mow a green with a wheel type mower. 
When a roller type mower was manu­
factured, mowing time was reduced 
considerably. Then the power mower 
came on the market; first a single unit, 
then a two and three unit mower was 
used. This looked like we had it made. 
Now we have a three unit power riding 
mower which requires approximately 
ten minutes to cut an average green.

Fairways in the early years consisted 
of native grass and weeds. Fertilizing 
was almost unheard of with the excep­
tion of a little barnyard manure used on 
certain areas. The mowing was done 
with horses - one cutting unit for each 
horse. The next improvement was one 
horse to three cutting units. As time 
went on we used two horses and five 
cutting units. And remember, we always 
had to put leather boots on the horses’ 
feet before we could go on the fairway 
and start mowing. Fairways were cut at 
V/2 inches. You can imagine the height 
of the grass during the fast growing 
season between mowings because it 
took many days to get over the whole 
course. It was not unusual to lose a ball 
in a fairway. As years went by the 
manufacturers came out with a tractor 
to either pull or push five mowers. This 
replaced the horses that were used for 
that purpose. The result of this im­
provement meant the fairways could 
be mowed twice a week!

When the depression came along, 
the manufacturers built a tractor with 
greater speed and more power. We 
then used seven or nine unity instead 
of five, and were able to mow all the 
fairways in about six hours or less. The 
increased speed that was required to 
mow them in this length of time soon 
showed faulty results, fairways began 
to get like a washboard. I am sure that
Continued  N e x t  P a g e

The best in Turf  Supplies—
LESCO 100% Sulfur-Coated F e r t i l i ze rs ,  

Golf Course Accessories, Chemicals including

LESCOSAN-
A Highly E f fect ive  Pre-Emergence  
Crabgrass and Poa Annua Control 

* L e s c o s a n  (B e ta s a n -R e g .  TM o f  S ta u f fe r
_____________________________C h e m ic a l ,  Co.)

(800) 321-5325 Available (800) 362-7413 
NATIONWIDE From:

Lakeshore Equipment & Supply Co.
“ Home Of LESCO Products“

300 South Abbe, Elyria, OH 44035

PUSH!

Kubota front dozer 
blades are available for 
B-Series and L-Series 
Kubota diesel tractors, 
and are ideal for a wide 
variety of dozins type 
functions.

AS LOW AS $ 5 2 3

A FULL UNE OF 
MID-HANOI DIESEL 

TRACTORS AND IMPLEMENTS

Test drive a Kubota Diesel Tractor now at:
WM. F. SELL & SON, INC.

16555 TELEGRAPH ROAD 
TAYLOR, MICHIGAN 48180 
Telephone: 313/282*5100
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GRASS DOES NOT LIVE BY 
NITROGEN ALONE!

OR PHOSPHATE  

OR POTASH

Yes, it takes a balance of all nutrients to grow good turf. Country 
Club products provide total nutrient feeding. Look to Country Club for 
all your fertilizer and combination fertilizer-pesticide products. You can 
rely on Country Club turf products for satisfaction and results.

For more information, call 1-800-637-2101 (217-446-0983 in Illinois)

LEBANON CHEMICAL CORPORATION
P.O. Box 647 P.O. Box 180
Danville, IL 61832 Lebanon, PA 17042

If you have changed your address, 
please let us know so we can keep 
our addressing plates up to date.

Present Address:

N A M E

A D D R E S S

C I T Y  S T A T E  Z I P

Fill In New Address:

N A M E

A D D R E S S

C I T Y  S T A T E  Z I P

Mail this form to:

A PATCH OF GREEN
31823 Utica Road 
Fraser, Michigan 48026

many of you have noticed the damage 
done by high speed mowing and had to 
correct the damage of cross mowing.

Some of you will remember the weed 
problem on fairways - dandelions, 1 
plantain, buck-horn, and many other 
weeds. In many cases there were more 
weeds than grass. In the spring when ? 
dandelions were blooming and were in 
their seeding stage, it was almost 
impossible to find a golf ball. But 
thanks to the great research work 
accomplished by some of our chemical 
companies, today weeds and clover on 
fairways and in the rough are very rare.
A few years back it required about two 
days to fertilize an eighteen hole golf 
course. Today, it can be done in five 
hours or less. This shows a tremendous I 
progress in fairway maintenance.
TEES - Up until the later years tees 
were built far too small. There was just I 
enough room for a foursome and three 
caddies, the fourth one was usually 
down the fairway watching where the 
balls went. No care was given to them 
during the year except an occasional 
mowing. When the grass was all worn 
away, the tee was resodded. Today, the 
secret of good tees is large tees. Most 
tees that are being built today are . 
aroung six to eight thousand square 
feet and maintained almost like greens 
with the exception of the cutting height. 
Divots are filled with seed and soil or j 
plugged and watered regularly.
ROUGH - I would like, at this time, to 
say a few words about the rough which I I 
think most of us get into ocasionally 
when playing golf. I wonder how many 
of you know when roughs were really j 
rough.

All of the rough was cut with a sickle 
type farm haymower at the course I was 
at in 1916-19. With the exception of 
about twenty feet next to the fairway, 
the rest of it was mowed twice a year, \ 
and the hay was used to feed our 
horses. When a ball got into this kind of 
rough, it was usually given up as a lost 
ball. Sometimes the player and his 
caddy would look for it on their hands 
and knees, or by rolling over and over, ■> 
but it was usually useless. Today one 
can hardly call it rough. It is cut too 
short, and too often.

Many times I think of the advance-

Review of the Past, Cont.
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ment there has been in the past 65 
years. Greens mowed at one-half 
inches three times a week. Today they 
are like a carpet mowed at 3/16” or 
less, free from weeds, the finest strains 
of grass that can be grown in your 
particular area and mowed six or seven 
times a week during the growing season.

Fairways are better than the greens 
used to be. Tees are in a condition that 
any turf-loving person should hate to 
take a divot from.

Many wood clubs are used in the 
rough today. In the old days this sort of 
thing was seldom heard of. In the teens 
and twenties the banks of the greens 
and tees and the fairway bunkers were 
cut with a scythe. The men mowing 
with the scythe usually did no other 
work during the season. They used to 
wear the wood on the scythe handles 
with their fingers down to the rod 
running through the handle. How many 
men are there today that know how to 
use a scythe?

Years ago it used to require five 
nights to irrigate the tees, greens and 
fairways on an eighteen hole golf 

' course. Today the modern automatic 
system will do the job in one night. The 
old systems were lucky to have thirty 
five to forty lbs. of pressure. Today 
they operate with one hundred and 
thirty or more lbs.

Golf course maintenance is at a 
higher standard today than ever in the 
history of golf, but there are some 
players who still complain about the 
condition of the course. Sometimes I 
wonder if they come out to enjoy a 
game of golf, or just look for something 
to criticize. I am sure if they kept their 
minds more on their game, there would 
be lower scores.

Ray Gerber

There is just as much authority in 
the family today as there ever was -  
only now the children exercise it.

America has become so tense and 
nervous it has been years since I’ve 
seen anyone asleep in church -  and 
that is a sad situation.

— Norman Vincent Peale

31691 Dequindre 
Madison Heights, Ml 48071 

313/588-2990

22159 Telegraph 
Southfield, Ml 48034 

313/358-2992
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knew anything about the septic back­
ing up. Left without getting the coffee. 
Fairly normal afternoon except we are 
down to one cushman. Are flat tires 
contagious? Home for supper at the 
right time for a change -  no one is 
home. Note says heat a TV dinner. Go 
down to the Old Eagle Inn and wash a 
steak down with a half-dozen hinnies. 
Finish mowing rough. Wife mad. Don’t 
care. Sleep on floor after watching 
Sands of Iwo Jima. Love Big Duke.

Thursday - My yellow crud is back. 
Every year it comes the end of July. 
Interesting light green spots get weaker 
looking then turn yellow... then gray.. 
then dead. Some say it’s Fusarium, 
some say anthraznose, some say fu- 
nose. Wife says it’s my imagination. My 
assistant got rid of the persistent red 
leaf spot patch on the practice green, 
he cut it with an eight-inch patcher and 
threw it in the pond. Sure is wonderful 
what they teach at the U. of Mass. . . .

Friday - In at dawn again and fell 
over the barn dog before I could get a 
light on. Friday is the day we do 
EVERYTHING. Assistant late again, 
sometimes I wonder about him. He 
wouldn’t even hold still when I had to 
cut the bubble gum out of his hair, got 
mad because I cut his headband. This 
is the day I was going to spray because I 
missed last Friday that should have 
gone on the Friday before that. Maybe 
Monday. Maybe by then the cutworms 
will have turned to moths and flown 
away. Looped around the course in the 
pre-dawn light and saw four joggers, a 
mushroom picker, two ball hoppers in 
the pond, three members walking dogs, 
an old Italian lady cutting dandelions 
and a partridge in a pear tree. Threw a 
rock at the last mentioned. I love the 
course early in the morning -  so quiet, 
so peaceful and tranquil. I think I’ll call 
the state troopers and have all these 
people arrested. Picked up the remains 
of a big beer party by the 15th then 
went to work.

Saturday - Everybody in the world 
loves weekends but Greenkeepers. 
More turf disasters than all the Mon­
days, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thurs­
days and Fridays put together. Right 
off the bat four pins and a dozen 
markers missing and the usual moronic

Greenkeeper’ s Diary, Cont. messages written in the sand traps . ..  
why can’t they write inspirational 
thoughts or the weather report? A neat 
group partied last night. All imported 
beer, an empty Southern Comfort bot­
tle and two Cutty Sarks -  member’s 
kids.

Sunday - Greens mower failed to 
show ’till I had mowed five greens. I 
would have fired him, but then I would 
have had to finish. Things looking pretty 
good today. Can’t wait ’till Monday to 
see what the hell will happen next.
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FAMOUS GIANT-VAC 'S

Model 
No. 8B

Model 
No. 4B 
No. 58

Modal 7K has a 7 HP. Heavy 
Duty Cast Iron Engine 

Mode* SK has a 8  H-P- Heavy 
Duty Cast Iron Engine 

Fully pneumatic 10 x 3.50 wheels 
are standard

8  H.P. Briggs & Stratton engine— 
XD x 8.50 semi-pneumatic wheels 
are standard. Fully pneumatic 10 
x 3,50 wheels optional. Affiliate of H.L.Diehl Co.lnc. • South Windham,Conn.06266

Choice of A H.P. Kohler engine 
(No. 48) or 5 H.P. Briggs & Strat­
ton engine (No. SB) io  x 2.50 Giant-Bio whisks away leaves and debris at super-hurricane velocities. Well
semi-pneumatic wheels ere stand ... .
ard, fully pneumatic io  x 3.50 balanced for operator ease and m aneuverability. A Giant-Bio will clean
wheels optmnat many acres in a fraction of the normal tim e. A unique exhaust deflector is

standard on all models and directs the air in either a side or forward
direction. This is ideal for cleaning hard to get at places. Intake and Ex­
haust hose kits are also available. Giant-Bios clean debris as neatly as 
hand raking, yet, 11 tim es faster and 10 tim es easier.

Sold and Serviced by

LAWN EQUIPMENT CORPORATION
46845 W. 12 MILE ROAD NOVI, MICH. 48050 

P.0. BOX 500 (313) 348-8110

19



J A C O B S E N

154-154T SWEEPERS
The patented rubber pick-up fingers is the reason that the Jacobsen 

Model 154 Sweeper picks up the debris that other sweepers leave behind. 
Two reels of counter-rotating, interlocking rubber fingers pick up every­
thing in sight . . . from small branches to cigarette butts. They’ ll police 
your grounds better than a company of recruits. With a 48”  sweeping width 
and a one cubic yard hopper capacity, the Jacobsen Sweeper lets you stay 
ahead of the job.

The Model 154 self-propelled Sweeper (pictured above) and the Model 
154T pull behind Sweeper are designed to sweep wet and dry clippings, 
leaves, rocks, cans, bottles, branches and litter of both, turf and hard 
s urf ace s

-  CALL 313-647-7700 FOR A DEMONSTRATION -

W.F. Millert^mfnuimpany
1593 S. WOODWARD AVE. BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48011 

TELEPHONE: (313) 647-7700

"A  Patch of Green"
31823 U T I C A  R O A D  

F R A S E R ,  M IC H IG A N  48026

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY -  SERIALS
EAST LANSING* MICH, 48323


