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even nutrient distribution.

For more information contact:

Distributed By:
Benham Chemicals Turfgrass, Inc.
(313) 474-7474 (313) 437-1427

FOR FUN!
POUTFIELDERS:

(powt'feel ders)

n. Angry sports figures
who get so hot-tem-
pered they resort to
breaking their equipment.

el

DETROIT CONCRETE PRODUCTS
CORPORATION (Macinnis Bros.)

Asphalt Mixes * Asphalt Paving
* GOLF CART PATHS
* PARKING LOTS < ROADS

4900 McCarthy

Milford, Michigan 48381 Office/Plant - 685-9590

HAS IT!

Everything you need
for professional
turf management.

sFertilizers *Control Products *Seed
eIrrigation *Equipment ¢Replacement Parts
»Golf Course Accessories *Safety Products
»Service Brochures « Low Voltage Lighting

(800) 321-5325
Your Growth Partner

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., Rocky River,
Ohio 44116

Big turf disease control
now n a giant economy

Size. ==
AN

New 2 gallon
no gug ug

Chipey

@NON{ POULENC

RHONE POULENC AG COMPANY
BOB DUGAN
Chipco Turf & Ornamental Specialist

P.0. BOX 398
ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174-0398

(313) 782-0323
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We've adde r

yard to our passes

Introducing the new John Deere 1800 Sprayer

The new John Deere 1800
Utility Vehicle covers alot of new
ground. Not only with its 3-foot
wider swath, but with operation,

production and durability advan-
tages that leave others in its wake.

A 200-gallon tank and 21-foot
boom allow you to cover more
ground in less time. Plus, once
at work, omnijet tank agitation
and minimal-drift Raindrop
nozzles deliver your material
more precisely.

Hydrostatic drive gives you
more consistent speed control

and more uniform applications.

Teamed with the 1800's liquid-
cooled 18-hp engine, you get
infinite speed choices up to

6 mph in the working range,

A single lever hydrostatically controls
the 1800's direction and speed.

11 mph in transport.

Consider other standard
advantages like a 2-person
bench seat, power steering, wide
stance and simple service access
and you'll see that the 1800 is
like no other utility vehicle
you've seen before.

NOTHING RUNS
LIKE A DEERE'

JOHN DEERE

Theiser Equipment Company

229-6548 or 437-2091

28342 Pontiac Trail

South Lyon, Ml 48178
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VEW MEMBER)
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CLASS A

Patrick Mertz

Matheson Green Golf Club
Superintendent
616-386-5172

Michael Schrade
Bello-Woods Golf Club
Superintendent
313-949-1200

CLASS B

James Houston
West Shore Golf & Country Club

Fred Kochis
Lincoln Golf Club

David Pardon
ironwood Golf Club

Jane St. John

Heather Hills Golf Club
Superintendent/General Mgr
313-798-3971

CLASS D

Brian Champnelia

Grosse Isle Golf & Country Club
Assistant Superintendent
313-676-7811

Michael Emerick
Sycamore Hills Golf Club
Assistant Superintendent
313-598-9520

Alison Gray

Indianwood Golf & Country Club
Assistant Superintendent
313-693-3330

Tom Lawrence

Franklin Hills Country Club
Assistant Superintendent
313-626-1220

CLASS F

Alex Amatangelo
Turf-Aire Inc.
General Manager
313-749-5152

Marcel Dunn
Birmingham, Michigan

Michael Ford
T & M Asphalt Paving

Judd Hart
J.H. Hart Forestry « Owner
313-795-5581

Gordon Johnson
Evans Mining Corp.
313-367-3021

Richard Skorepa
Miles Inc.
Territory Rep.
614-488-1753

Ron Wharton
Oak Pointe Country Club

CLASS §

Kurt Muendelein 1l

Bay Pointe Golf Club
Assistant Superintendent
313-363-0144

LALENDAT OF EVENTS

AUGUST

/I O Golf championship
----- for Michigan Border
Cities. Great Oaks
Country Club.

/] 8 Michigan & Border
----- Cities Golf Course
Superintendents
Associations Annual
Picnic.

MTF Field Day at

2 2 ..... Hancock Turfgrass
Research Center at
MSU.

Superintendent John Nowakowski
will be our host.

Pig roast and delicious Haagen Daz
sundaes are on the menu!

Contact Chairman Paul Dushane
for information at (313) 855-9716.

Learn more about our industry
from the professors and graduate
assistants who are actually con-
ducting research.

SEPTEMBER

Michigan

/l O ..... Superintendents
Golf Championship.
The Fortress in
Frankenmuth, MI.
Tee times begin at
12:00 p.m.

/] 5 General member-
+ « ship meeting and
golf. Tanglewood

Golf Club.

OCTOBER

5 Golf Day—The Big

s Event. Fundraiser
for Michigan State
turfgrass research.

/I 5 GCSAA seminar on
..... Turfgrass Stress
Management.
2 6 Annual Meeting.
----- Maple Lane Golf

Club, Paul Kolbe,
Superintendent.
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Annual statewide event with vari-
ous flights for all competitors.
Don't be shy. Contact Jay Delcamp
at (313) 370-4145 or Carey
Mitchelson (313) 882-3001.

Call Jim Eccleton at (517) 750-3043.
Held at four outstanding Country
Clubs. Invite your friends.

Contact Tom Mason at
(313) 644-6320.

Clarence H. Wolfrom Tournament.



QUALITY PRODUCTS

&
NEXT DAY DELIVERY
Turf Grass Specialist
cx  LAWN PATCH Custom Mixes and Blends to Your Specifications
HYDRO MITE Lawn Patch Applicator. An
economical alternative for small to medium
size seeding jobs. Rentals Available. For

Absorbs 300-400 times its I
more information call us today-toll free @nmn weight in water, reduces - ACFSILT FENCE
watering by 50% or more Polypropylene fibers
=R WILDFLOWERS Saves you time and money sia®  gre freated to resist
degradation caused

@ URV-RITE)) ALuminum EDGING By sunlight

Aluminum Edging

y - BLACK STAR EAGLE
&wwa  GREEN STAR PAPER MULCH e EDGING
’ CRABGRASS PREVENTER =
B ShaWs rerusee, 2035
E Woob FIBeR MULCH WEED & FEED 28+3+8
- . f(,}\ EARTHWAY
l Rit-A-Weed \\c:p ConTROL BLANKET /)
- SPREADERS
CusTtom BLEND FERTILIZER Keeps unsightly weeds out of g

| % 6024024 e, ‘% landscapes and driveways e
#8515 10e19e19 il o 4
Ko I3

ey M =

IR 12e12¢12 @6@

-~
e, 15930015

M 25°6%15 Brighton, Ml 48116 313/632-5640 - 800/482-3130
Bradley, Ml 49311 616/792-2241 - 800/632-1998

- Umversal Radio
@uclmer /rrigation Contro/

Each COPS-Universal radio field unit has
up to 42 stations per field unit. Ideal for
retro-fitting parks, median strips, school
grounds, and golf courses. COPS-
Universal lets you change any field con-
troller into a field satellite and manage
your entire system from a central PC.
COPS-Universal offers:

e Communication by repeating or direct
radio. (No new controllers or
communication wire.)

e Unlimited programs, unlimited start
and run times to meet all of your water
management needs.

Unbvernal fad
Irrigation Contre)

e Freedom to use valves as you choose,
regardless of hard-wiring constraints.

For a personal demonstration, contact:

A
. t P &
DISTRIBUTORS GROUP : -

SEnTN e L ( Buckner
our Irrigation Specialists

711 West Pickard Street » Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48858 Water Management
(800) 334-7011 » (517) 772-5621 * FAX (517) 773-1880 By Design
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On LU, 1t is a powerful word that

conjures a wide variety of thought
and emotion. Fear. Anxiety.
Excitement. We fear change because
we are unable to precisely forecast its
outcome. More often than not, we
resist change though its itch is
unbearable. Finally it is inevitable.
Time. People. Everything changes.

It was painfully evident after our IN APPRECIATION
initial meetings that the Board of
Directors was unwilling to adopt the THE BOARD OF
status quo. An aggressive agenda for change was
established. Change, not for the sake of change, but for RIRECTORSAND
the need to change. Why? Our profession has changed. MEMBERS OF THE
our schedules have changed. Our Association has
changed. The way we conduct the business of the MICHIGAN AND
Association must change.
It means hard work and tough decisions. Though BOERER CIES.ODLE
many improvements are still pending, others have come COURSE
to fruition. This issue of A Patch of Green displays one of
the most obvious changes. SUPERINTENDENTS
We are excited to announce that we have retained
¢ ) ! ASSOCIATION EXTEND
et the services of Kolka & Robb, Inc. as the new publishers of
3 A Patch of Green. The combination of their professional SPECIAL THANKS TO

qualifications, knowledge of the industry and delightful enthusiasm

gives us great expectations for the future of our publication. In an RICH AND HIS CREW

effort to steadily improve with every issue we have developed or are AT BLAKEMAN
in the midst of developing:
e An editorial calendar to keep each issue timely and informative. PRINTING FOR THEIR

» Strict deadlines to ensure punctuality.

« A plan to include feature articles with a personal flair. YEARS.OR

» A forum to keep members abreast of Board decisions. SERVICE

e A new, extensive, state-wide mailing list which includes the golf ¢
industry’s most prominent members. AND

e A commitment to quality.

Many people have invested a great deal of thought, especially
Paul Kolbe our executive editor, to enable us to provide our
members and readers with a quality publication. Our Board will be
working closely with our new publishers and their staff to monitor
each publication to ensure steady improvement with every issue.

our long-term goal is simply to provide unique insight, with
quality presentation and content, from our own professional
perspective on Michigan'’s golf industry.

We are eager to launch this inaugural issue of A Patch of Green
and look forward to all comments, for better or worse.

Remember the all-too-true, time-tested adage, "The only thing
permanent is change.”

ugaphor

SUPPORT.

Sincerely,

A Patch of Green, August 1992
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Bush Brothers e
Asphalt Paving, Inc.

(313) 476-8254
20788 Osmus ® Farmington Hills, MI e 48336

Serving Southeastern Michigan with
quality cart path construction for 10 years!
Fully equipped with down sized trucks & equipment for your convience.

We cover all your paving needs.
New Paths ¢ Widenings ® Resurfacing ® Problem Areas

Owned and operated with excellence by:
Bob, Dan, Tom, Jim and Dennis Bushart

GENTURY RAIN AID

GOLF'S IRRIGATION PROFESSIONALS

RanRBIrD

S WORLOWIDE

How Century Helps Superintendents:

¥ Complete stock of irrigation supplies
¥ Water conservation analysis & troubleshooting
¥ Assistance in pumping improvement
and pumping cost efficiency
¥ Drainage solutions
R Fountains ¢ Aerators ¢ Pump Management
¥ Improvements of energy-usage cost
¥ Technical assistance

FREE Catalog! 1-800-347-4272

» Madison Helghts, Ml = 31691 Dequindre e (313) 588-2990 » Fax (313) 588-3528 e Grand Rapids, MI « 3400 Jefferson S.E. » (616) 452-3373 e Fax (616) 452-5720
« Ann Arbor, Ml » 2461 S. Indusfrial Hwy. e (313) 668-1020 « Fax (313) 668-7143  « Southfleld, Ml = 22159 Telegraph e (313) 358-2994 « Fax (313) 358-1022
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by Dr. Frank S. Rossi,

Environmental Education
Specialist, Michigan State

University

.............................................

s a former golf course
manager, | always
wondered why we held
our most important
tournament during the
hottest, most humid days
of summer. It seemed to
me that if the members
wanted to showcase the
course, May or September
were better months.
However, schedules as
they are, | guess someone
has to host a tournament
in the heat of the
summer. So let us think
about what the grass
plants are experiencing.

summer months in the
north generally provide
average daily
temperatures in the high
80s to low 90s, with 60 to 90 percent
humidity. Certain areas in the
northern Great Lakes and along the
shore experience only 20 to 30 percent
humidity, which could create a climate
similar to Arizona. Still, increased
temperatures warm the soil,
depending on rainfall and soil type,
into the high 70s. Accordingly, through
understanding cool-season turfgrass
ecology or just by observing the turf,
you know that the plants are into their
summer dormancy period. Soil
temperatures will clear 65 percent
Fahrenheit causing roots to dieback,
thereby reducing the rate of shoot
production. However, irrigation allows
for some measure of control over the
growing conditions by providing
available moisture, reducing
evaporative demand and cooling soil
temperatures. Yet, the ability to
irrigate, which enhances the growing
conditions on one hand, could create a
favorable micro environment for plant
pathogens and encourage summer
annual weeds.

Irrigation practices could be
considered the most vital aspect of a
high-intensity turfgrass management
program and are probably the least
understood. Research has identified
several monitoring tools to aid in
determining the amount of water
needed to maintain healthy plants. For
example, irrigation needs can be

A Patch of Green, August 1992
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..............................................................

established based on
evapotranspiration (ET) data as a
measure of water loss from the
turfgrass ecosystem (soil and plants).
Yet,recommendations for irrigation
timing and frequency are not well
defined, and the best time to apply
water may not be possible logistically.
Additionally, maintaining adequate soil
moisture in the turn root zone does
not guarantee that the evaporative
demand will not exceed the soil’s
ability to conduct the water to the
roots, which could result in turf wilt.
This situation supports the concept of
light daily irrigation during the heat of
the day to reduce evaporative demand.
However, many argue over the
inefficiency of irrigating because of
the potential for water evaporating
into the atmosphere. Ideally, a well-
designed irrigation program will supply
some percentage of water lost on a
daily basis to ET and supplement with
light daily applications to reduce
midday moisture stress.

During the summer months when
it's hot, | tend to eat less and generally
will drop a few of those “cabin fever”
pounds | gained in the winter. | still
need regular nutrition, but | don't like
to feel loaded down. Your turf is the
same way. It needs good fertility, but,
in general, it will not respond well to
excess nitrogen (N). One advantage of
the summer months are the warm soil
temperatures which promote
microbiological activity. This activity
will release naturally available N from
decomposing organic matter or N from
a natural or synthetic slow release
organic source you apply. In each case,
the N becomes available to the plantin
a more controlled and regular fashion
without overloading it, providing of
course you do not over-apply. This
type of fertility program should
maintain the plants in a healthy state
and allow for adequate growth and
recovery potential during those
summer tournaments.

A second summer fertility option is
light, frequent foliar applied N (approx.
0.2 Ib N/M/2 weeks) to greens and tees
while supplementing with iron
applications to maintain good color. |
believe this practice maintains the

continued on page 16




Their Approach
To Boosting Potash.

Blended products may cost less. But when you use a
blend for boosting potash, you're sacrificing a lot. Namely,
balanced and efficient nutrient distribution. And a raw mate-
rial option that's not as complete. Or a product that’s simply
too high in nitrogen.

Enter Country Club 8-4-24. Designed to improve dis-
ease tolerance. Create less clippings. And enhance drought

Our Approach
To Boosting Potash.

resistance. All in a homogeneous mixture to ensure bal-
anced, even nutrient distribution.

Leave it to
Country Club to out- Country ClUb
8-4-24 <

distance the competi-
tion. Once again.

BENHAM CHEMICAL CORPORATION
24800 N. Industrial
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335

(313) 474-7474

(800) 482-6520 mi ONLY

Six Reasons Why

Aqua-Master Fountains

Are Better Than

The Competition
- e Bigger spray patterns at

same horsepower

Interchangeable nozzles

Integrated light systems -

no more brackets

Power cable entry through

boftom plate reduces bulk-

head connector breakage

3 year pro-rated warranty on

1 hp and up motors
Less expensive

(Pt

For a FREE Quote
Call 1-800-347-4272

GENTURY RAIN AID

« Madison Heights, Ml « 31691 Dequindre « (313) 588-2990 « Fax (313) 588-3528
« Ann Arbor, Ml « 2461 S. Industrial Hwy. » (313) 668-1020 « Fax (313) 668-7143

« Grand Rapids, Ml « 3400 Jefferson S.E.  (616) 452-3373 « Fax (616) 452-5720
« Southfield, Ml « 22159 Telegraph « (313) 358-2994 « Fax (313) 358-1022

YVYVVY vV VVYVY
s S s

HUGGETT
SOD FARM, INC.

« TOP QUALITY SOD -

NUGGET + Il (BLUEGRASS BLEND)
GRADE A OR COMMERCIAL ON PEAT OR
TOP SOIL BASE.

SHADE MIX (BLUEGRASS, FESCUE MIX)
GOOD ON SANDY SOILS OR IN SHADE.

PENNCROSS BENT GROWN ON WASHED
MASONARY SAND OR LOAM SOIL.

« DELIVERY -
Michigan - Ohio - Indiana

*SHADE & ORNAMENTAL TREES-
* BULK SPAGNUM PEAT-

Phone: (517) 635-7482

4114 East Marlette Rd. « Marlette, Ml 48453
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TRAINING
MAKES THE

axposuts and now o DIFFERBNCE &8s for o

In the 1990s we have

Michigan State University
years ago that

minimize the risk to by Tim Doppel decrease overall exposure
employees and others who dramatically.

may come in contact with ugj £ Another aspect of this
the pesticides. A recent s'“:e tzﬁ 4-D study looked at exposure
study at the University of and other to persons who walked on
Guelph in Ontario, Canada, pheonoxy the sprayed turf or who

looked at the entire
spectrum of exposure to
pesticides and reported

some very interesting
results. In a nutshell,
everything we have
always believed as
true was verified,
but let's look a
little closer at
some of the
information
we now have.

The study
looked at 2, 4-
D exposure by
professional applicators. The total
exposure was measured, that is,
how much 2, 4-D these people
handled and then how much 2, 4-
D was excreted from their bodies
over a period of time. Since 2, 4-D
and other pheonoxy herbicides
are such a hot topic with so many
people today, this presents some
good information with which you
should become familiar.

The results found no correlation
between how much 2, 4-D was handled
and how much was excreted. In fact, the
person who was the loader/mixer at the
firm actually had a lower excrement level
than some of the applicators. The
applicators themselves had all different
levels of excrements when they were
exposed to virtually the same amount of
2,4-D.

So what makes the difference? Very
simply, it came down to the care taken
by the person handling the pesticide.
The mixer/loader understood,
apparently, that he was handling a more
concentrated material and therefore was
more cautious. The applicators had
varying levels of exposure. Rolling up
hoses with bare hands, not using boots
or long pants, all increased the amount
of 2, 4-D excreted by the applicator. This
information backs up a study done at

herbicides are
such a hot topic
with so many
people today,
this (2, 4-D
study) presents
some good
information
with which you
should become
familiar.”

Tim Doppel

were bystanders to the
application. Certainly,
these are concerns for
everyone who applies
pesticides on golf courses.
The bystanders had no
measurable exposure for 96
hours after the application;
and of the persons who
walked on the turf, the only
ones who had a
measurable response were
those in bare feet and
shorts who sat on the turf
within an hour of the
application. Even so, the
excrement was below any World Health
Association acceptable daily intake
levels. The good news here is that if
people are wearing shoes (and most of
our players do!) then their potential
exposure is exceedingly low, if not nil.

The bottom line from
this study is that proper
training does make a
difference. Any time spent
teaching our applicators and
other employees about the
proper use of pesticides and
waiting until the applications
dry before coming in contact
with the turfgrass, will pay
big dividends in employee
health and safety. One word
of warning. Don't assume
that your long-term
employees don't need the
reminders! The MSU study
indicated that it was the
more experienced
applicators who were a bit
more careless and had higher levels of
exposure. All employees need constant
encouragement to work safely and to
use the proper safety equipment. As the
Superintendent, it is your job to be sure
they follow directions. .

with the

A Patch of Green, August 1992
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In the 1990s we
have heard a lot
about pesticide
exposure and
how to minimize
the risk to
employees and
others who may

come in contact

pesticides.



RANSOMES GREENS 3000
BRINGS GREENS CARE INTO
THE 21st CENTURY

Versatile reel options High cutting frequency
are all interchangeable. of 138 cuts per yard at 4
Choose from 9 blade front mph with 9 blade reels.
mounted Verti-Groom, 9

blade Greens, 7 blade Cutting height adjusts
Fairway and Tees, or Verti- quickly and easily without
cut reels. the use of tools to as low as

1/8".
Armchair comfort
reduces operator fatigue.
Adjustable tilt steering
wheel and power steering.
All controls and gauges are
in easy reach and sight

N\ \
Padded seat with
adjustable back rest. RANSOMES

LAWN EQUIPMENT SALES & SERVICE, INC. GREENS 3000
151 North Perry, Pontiac, Ml 48342
Main Office: (313) 858-7700 e (517) 732-8841 WHERE GREAT IDEAS START

Parts Express: (800) 231-LAWN (5296)

& - s
y o 3 = - g Doyt o
" RN SR

7 S e T L

It's no coincidence that the country’s top golf courses use TORO
irrigation systems. Because there are more TORO systems installed on golf
courses than any other kind. For a number of very good reasons.

i Wilkie

Your Lawn Care Specialist
1050 Opdyke Road, P.O. Box 430749, Pontiac, Michigan 48343 - (313) 373-8800

A Patch of Green, August 1992
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...................................................................................

Picnic Alert! You Are Advised
to Tell Everyone Except the
Ants...and Skunks!?

Reminder. These people
enjoyed the 1991 Annual
Picnic, and will probably
do so in 1992. Don't even
think of not attending!

It takes
5 two...Kevin (left)
r— and Marc
"~ Dushane (right)
display their hard
i earned trophy
from the 1991 Annual Picnic. The picnic
committee has announced the addition of a
“travelling” trophy for the parent/child fun
competition. It's a day not to miss. Be sure
to mark August 18 on your calendar.

MTF Field Day at
Hancock
Turfgrass
Research Center

MTF Field Day will be held
August 22 at the Hancock
Turfgrass Research Center
at Michigan State
University. Get the most
up-to-date information
straight from professors
and graduate assistants involved in turfgrass
experimentation. Stay for the equipment auction after
the program. All proceeds donated to turfgrass
research.

....................................................................................................

The 1992 Picnic committee has
issued a “Picnic Alert"” for Tuesday,
August 18 at Kensington Metro Park.
“Professional Picnickers” from
the turf industry have been
known to congregate annually
at Sleepy Hollow picnic area in
Kensington for fun, food (the pig
has already agreed to be at the picnic site, the
perfect compliment to our excellent spread)
and a fantastic time. The committee
recommends coming prepared with hearty
appetites, smiling faces and all of your family for
lunch and dinner, and games and activities in
between. Mark and Kim McKinley and Jim
McGuire have planned extra hard this year and
guarantee the excitement and good time that
they have provided in recent years—-PLUS a
new parent/child fun competition, complete
with a travelling trophy for the lucky winners to
treasure until next year's picnic.

Mark your calendars...put on your “picnic
face" and show up at Kensington to have a
wonderful and relaxing day with our industry
friends and peers. See you there. For
information call Paul at (313) 855-9716.

Paul Dushane e 1992 Picnic Chairman

Fred Couples with Cadillac

Cadillac, which has concentrated on senior golf
the last few years, recently linked itself with
the hottest player on the regular PGA tour
when it named Fred Couples as its
spokesman. According to Adweek magazine,
“Cadillac is aggressively chasing the under 50
crowd with its ads, and Couples, 32, is expected to |
help.” .

Q¢ Shore Control 0&
BRIDGES ¢ DAMS ¢ BOARDWALKS

SEAWALLS — Steel e Wood
PVC C LOC
Boulders

Complete Jobs or Products Only
FREE QUOTES — (313) 887-7855

POND DREDGING SPECIALIST

Off Road Trucking
Wide Track Bulldozing
Shore Line & Land Development
Grading

SWEETCO INC.

27405 Henry Rd.
South Lyon, Michigan 48178

313-437-1830
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TOURNAMENT PLAYERS CLUB
MICHIGAN’S GOLF COURSE SUPER-
INTENDENT MICHAEL (MIKE) GIUFFRIE.

ollin .

THE GREENS
AND TEES AT
THE TPC ARE
HANDCUT AND
THE BUNKERS
HAND RAKED.
WORK ON THE
COURSE BEGAN
AT 3:30 AM. ON
TOURNAMENT
DAYS

SOME 40-ACRES OF MITIGATED
WETLANDS MAKE UP THE TPC'S
TERRAIN

Michigan & Bol

) D R srnns

In an interview one week after the 1992 Senior Players
Championship was held at the TPC, Giuffre talked about
getting the course ready for the event, the road he’s taken
to reach his current position as superintendent at the TRPC

™= and how he manages to keep priorities in line.
; l "The real grinding days are not during the totrnament;
the intensity begins four weeks before the event itself,”
Giuffre said. Those four weeks consist of 14-hour days,
meticulous grooming of tees, greens and fairways, all
perfectly timed to be in peak condition for the event. And unlike some
courses that close play to its membership a week, sometimes.longer,
before the event, the TPC remained open to members until two days
before the tournament. Giuffre gives special credit to the dedication of his
staff, especially assistant superintendent John Kulka.” “We couldn’t
accomplish what we do here without John's efforts. He's done one heck
of a job. You've got to have a good assistant superintendent to run a
first-class facility like we have here. They (assistant superintendents) don'’t
usually get the credit they deserve,” Giuffre said. He also said that being
an assistant is part of the process, one of the stepping stones that can
eventually lead to being named superintendent at a golf facility. t's part
of the progression.

When did Giuffre start stepping on those stones? In 1979 in the golf
course “mecca” of the midwest, Traverse City.

“| started working at the Acme Golf Club in Traverse City as a .crew
member during the summer while | was in high school and college,* he
said, Acme was a nine-hole course owned, redesigned and maintained by
Ron Green, who was also the club professional. For five years Giuffre
worked at every level and job the course offered. He had the opportunity
to work with two other golf course superintendents, Michael Garvale and
Jon Scott. Green eventually sold the golf course to
developer Paul Nine who immediately built.a hotel and an
additional 9-hole course. What became of Acme? Its name
was changed and an additional course was designed and
constructed at the site. Today it is known as the Grand
Traverse Resort and home to another Nicklaus designed
course, “The Bear.” After a few more years of experience
and obtaining a degree in Turf Management from Penn
State, Giuffre became superintendent of “The Bear” under
Colf and Grounds Director Jon Scott.

“| was fortunate to have firsthand experience working
on a course. | realized how much | liked the work, and |
became aware of all the different hats a golf course
superintendent has to wear, from working in the field to
doing administrative work in the office. | also enjoyed
talking with the players out on the course.”

Because his first year at The Bear was also the course’s first year,
Giuffre saw firsthand how vulnerable the turf was to the elements and
obtained valuable knowledge he would use five years later when he would
be named superintendent of another new course, the TPC.

“We planted the last seed on the TPC on October 31, 1989 and
opened the course to member play on August 28, 1990. One year later we
held the first Senior Championship. We basically had one full year to grow
the course before we hosted the tournament,” Giuffre said.

Working 14-to-16 hour days and working with Mother Nature to push
the growth of the turf, the TPC looked like a mature golf course. “It
looked mature but we knew that first year it hadn’t reached its potential.

The turf was very tender and the greens weren't at the peak
conditions we knew were possible.” The feedback from players in this
year's Championship told Giuffre that indeed the greens, for that matter
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How do you
bring togeth-
er all the ele-

ments that
result in a suc-
cessful cham-
pionship tour-
nament, one
scheduled
before the
final seed had
been sown in
what would
be the Jack
Nicklaus-
designed
course - the
TPC Dearborn?
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by Vicki Robb

You might
consider TPC
golf course
superinten-
dent Michael
(Mike)
Giuffrie's phi-
losophy,
“Keep your
priorities in
line with
what you are
trying to
accomplish.”

the entire course, provided excellent playing conditions.
And whether it's for the professional or amateur golfer,
providing the best possible playing conditions is one of
Giuffre’s priorities.

The TPC maintenance facility is 7,000 square feet,
housing more than $700,000 in equipment. “We're very
fortunate to have the staff and equipment needed to keep
the TPC at peak playing conditions. We have our own in-
house equipment technicians,” he said. Giuffre talked about E#
the valuable role their computer system plays in terms of equipment
maintenance. "By storing all pertinent equipment information in the
computer, we know when the equipment is in need of preventive
maintenance, parts that were replaced and when it's time to examine the
equipment again. The computerized inventory system allows us to keep
parts on hand which allows us to efficiently keep equipment up and
running.”

In what has turned out to be an effective staffing move, Giuffre hired
a new crew with little or no previous experience at the start of the season.
“| felt this approach would allow us to teach the crew to perform specific
jobs in'ways that are best for the TPC. We had two supervisors working with
33 peaple covering everything from laying sod to hand cutting tees and
greens and hand raking the bunkers. Everyone worked from dawn until
dusk, and today we have an excellent core group of people.” Giuffre said
that everyone, regardless of prior experience, starts out in an entry level
position. “By starting on the ground level we're confident people know the
equipment inside and out. There is quite a difference between working
with a tractor pulling gang reels to using a $30,000 dollar piece of
equipment with hydraulics. It‘s critical that the crew members know how
to properly use the equipment.” Another part of Giuffre’s philosophy is to
promote from within. “For people doing well we move
them right up the ladder. Every six months each employee
has the opportunity for promotion to available positions.”

The TPC, which has been described as a “fine bottle of
champagne...and just like wine, the golf course is only
going to get better as it ages,” offers players and visitors a
breathtaking oasis in the midst of light industrial complexes
and office buildings. The terrain of the course lends itself
to the TPC concept of Stadium Golf, where thousands of
spectators can easily view play, Added to the expanse and
roll of the course are the 40 plus-acres of mitigated
wetlands. Prior to beginning course construction a detailed
plan was submitted to the DNR showing how, over a period
of five years and at a cost of more than $600,000 dollars,
the wetlands would be constructed. Working around areas -
that held water (an old Rouge River canal fed into the course area), the
wetlands were built, stocked with native plants, creating a sanctuary for
geese, turtles, ducks and other wildlife. Giuffre said the wetlands act as a
buffer zone. All course drainage, both surface and subsurface, runs into
the wetland areas. The plants in these areas act like natural filter taking up
residual fertilizers as the water moves slowly through the system,
eventually into ponds or lakes on the golf course. He works closely with a
consulting firm that specializes in wetland areas to make sure the TPC is
meeting or surpassing requirements.

Giuffre calls the TPC's design one that takes your breath away.

“I had the opportunity to meet Jack Nicklaus when | was at Grand
Traverse. His philosophy of golf course design takes into consideration
maintenance. Maintenance may not always win out, but he does consider

continued on page 18
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THE TPC'S 7,000 5Q. FT
MAINTENANCE FACILITY HOUSES AN
EQUIPMENT REPAIR SECTION. ALL
REPAIRS ARE DONE IN-HOUSE

THE TPC'S MIKE
GIUFFRIE SAID
THAT
VOLUNTEERS
ARE KEY TO THE
SUCCESS OF
TOURNAMENTS
LIKE THE
RECENTLY HELD
TPC SENIOR
CHAMPIONSHIP
PICTURED HERE
ARE REPRESEN-
TATIVES FROM
THE DETROIT
AREA BOY
SCOUT COUNCIL,
TROOP 864

THOUSANDS OF SPECTATORS WALKED THE
TPC COURSE, GIUFFRIE SAID HE COMBINES
FERTILIZERS, AERATION AND MOTHER NATURE
TO REPAIR TRAFFIC WEAR. IN 7 TO 10 DAYS
MOST AREAS ARE GREEN AND GROWING.

LINED UP AND READY TO GO. THE TPC
USES ITS COMPUTER CAPABILITIES FOR
ITS EQUIPMENT PREVENTIVE
MAINTENANCE PROGRAM AND TO
CONTROL PARTS INVENTORY
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) iskribukors Inc
51000 Grand River Wixom, Michigan 48393
(313) 349-7779 FAX (313) 349-4670
Midwest’s Largest Stocking Dealer
For
R & R PRODUCTS
QUALITY REPLACEMENT PARTS
TORO JACOBSEN HAHN-WESTPOINT CUSHMAN
RYAN ROSEMAN RANSOMES MOTT
NATIONAL YAZOO FORD EXCEL

REEL SHARPENING COMPOUND
FLYMO — POWER PRUNER — AaB-SORBOIL EMULSIFIER _

CALL US TOLL FREE

800-888-7779

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP
FOR YOUR GOLF COURSE MOWING EQUIPMENT
REPAIR PARTS AND SUPPLY ITEMS
FLAGS - POLES - RAKES - CUPS

RICO MFG.

EXCELLENT QUALITY PERSONALIZED TUBE FLAGS
SOLID FIBERGLASS POLES WITH SOLID IMPREGNATED COLOR
FIBERGLASS RAKE HANDLE, FOAM FILLED TO FLOAT
(14" or 22" RAKE HEAD — ONE YEAR WARRANTY)
PUTTING GREEN FLAGS, POLES AND CUPS
WE ALSO HANDLE LEWIS AND PAR AIDE AND STANDARD

BIG ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU BETTER — SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

Turf Chemicals Inc.
1011 E. Main
PO. Box 451
Owosso, Michigan 48867
Phone: (517) 725-7145

FOR ALL OF YOUR FERTILIZER,
CHEMICAL AND GRASS SEED NEEDS

EXPERIENCED, DEPENDABLE
PEOPLE TO SERVE YOU

* RUSS HANCOCK
= JIM HYDE
* FRED MILLER

» LOU BECKMAN
» JAY SIDDOCK
» TED KASEL

Scotts, fluid fungicide
line is what you need
to fight turf diseases

Turf troubled by diseases? One of the ProTurfy Fluid
Fungicide products will help:

o Fluid Fungicide prevents and controls dollar spot,
brown patch, red leaf spot and pink snow mold

e Fluid Fungicide II prevents and controls Pyrhium blight
and damping off, brown patch and dollar spot

o Fluid Fungicide III prevents and controls anthracnose,

leaf spot, dollar spot, brown patch and pink snow mold

Ask your ProTurf, Tech Rep for details.

JOHN SKAIFE Senior Technical Representative
The O.M. Scott & Sons Company
Protessional Business Group
9120 Sandison Drive
White Lake, Ml 48336
Tel (313) 698-2358

D
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Tire Wholesalers
A Co., Inc. @

*As our name implies, we
are a wholesaler of tires.

*We are an established
business, having been in
business for over 19 years.

*We deliver.

*We have UPS service daily.

*We guarantee what we sell.

*We want your business.

*We have a huge inventory of
Passenger, High Performance_,
Truck, Trailer, Motorcycle,
Carlisle Lawn & Garden,
Industrial Tires & Tubes,
Shocks, Struts, Custom Mag
Wheels and Accessories, all in #
stock for immediate delivery.

Cornoval),

el s

GRAND Py
o P ARMSTRONG((Y

Frein Gl ke

19240 West 8 Mile Road 3032 Hawthorne Street

Southfield, Ml 48075 Cadillac, MI 49601
Phone: (313) 354-5644 Phone: (616) 775-6666

Thank you for your past and present business.
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New OSHA
Standards
Review Now
Available
Through PGMS

An exclusive, easy-
to-understand
regulatory review of
key OSHA standards
specifically applicable
to the “Green
Industry” is now being
made available
through the
Professional Grounds
Management Society
(PGMS). It is being
offered as a service to
PGMS members and
others, in response to
increasing calls from
both large and small
organizations.

Specific packets (and
their code numbers)
are:
* (351) hazard
communication
* (352) small chemical
disposal
 (353) trenching
standards
* (354) spill control
* (355) small quantity
generator
 (356) confined space
safety
* (357) storm
water/wetlands
* (358) underground
and above ground
storage tanks
 (359) general safety
guidelines
* (360) record keeping
Cost of each
packet is $22, with
PGMS members
eligible for a discount.
A three-ring binder is
included with orders
of three or more
sections. Those
wishing to order are
asked to contact PCMS
directly at: (410) 667-
1833; FAX: (410) 667-
6178 and refer to the
Regulatory Review
Guidelines. .

Around e Lourse.

MEMDBDE@F RACEIVITIES ... eeeeeiaeeeeeseens

4 Jim Eccelton (left) was host of the meeting

% held at Arbor Hills Country Club in Jackson.
Jim is joined on the tee by (left to right) Fritz
McMullen, Forest Lake Country Club, Orchard
Lake, Dr. Frank Rossi, Michigan State
University and Mark Jackson, Indianwood Golf
and Country Club, Lake Orion.

March Association ‘It went right up

: the middie.” In
Meeting host Glenn HNEYIC:
Korhorn, Salt River March in Michigan

Golf Club, New thbat "l‘ieansnthel
Baltimore, is all OWiIng aliey:

another season s ine.
is around the corner. : sy
In preparation of the displays a striking
new season Dr. form.
Smitly spoke on

insect control and how to maintain

threshold tolerances.

A winning American team: (left to
right), Jerry Prieskorn, Bald Mountain
Golf Course, Waterford, George
Prieskorn, also from Bald Moutain
Golf Course, Mike Hahn, Moravian Hills
Country Club, Mt. Clemens and Carey
Mitchelson, Country Club of Detroit,
Grosse Pointe Farms. (April
Association meeting.)

Another winner.

Adding a little Paul Dushane,

international flavor to Knollwood ® _ =
Association meetings Count(y Club, raises his arms in victory...the
the April gathering was a winner of the strike jackpot. The March
joint U.S.-Canadian get meeting was a Bowling Tournament in

together. Pictured here disguise.

is the meeting host,
Stuart Mills, CGCS, Essex
Golf and Country Club,
Detroit.

What's the mystery? None. Greg Seago (left),
Paint Creek Golf Club, Lake Orion and Dan
Guinan, Davey Trees, shared the jackpot for the
first mystery game at the March meeting.

SR AR o
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All lined up and ready to roll. The June
Association meeting at Arbor Hills Country Club
was held jointly with the Western Golf Course
Superintendents Association. Lunch was held at
11:30 a.m., followed by a meeting and golf. The
joint meeting was arranged so members from
each association could meet one another.

A INT CREF)
P

R
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Thoughts

on plants in a healthy condition, since N
remains regularly available to the

Managing .. as they require it. In general,
Turf.. one must develop a “feel” for the
continued from nutritional needs of their SDeCiﬁC
page 7 sward and develop an integrated

fertility management program
which keeps the plants healthy and
ultimately could reduce pesticide use.

summer pest problems from weeds, insects and
diseases are of particular concern as a result of the
reduced competitive ability of the turf. In my
experience, if summer annual weeds such as crabgrass
and goosegrass are present, you already have heard an
earful from your membership. As these weeds become
larger, they become more difficult to control, especially
in close-cut bentgrass or annual bluegrass stands
where most herbicides will cause injury. It is best to
control these weeds before they are able to establish
and to watch them closely if they do become
established. Frequent light rate applications of Acclaim
is a viable strategy for controlling young grass weeds;
however, the larger weeds are the most difficult to
control and will prompt the most complaints.

In the disease area, anthracnose and summer patch
will be causing many superintendents trouble during
the summer months. Occasionally, these diseases have
been found acting in concert with each other, i.e., the
anthracnose will infect the plant followed by the
summer patch organism which will brown the turf out.
Anthracnose symptoms are typically patches of turf
reddish brown, then yellow, then tan to brown.
Fungicides are usually needed for curative control:
however, good management practices that reduce
stress will aid recovery. Summer patch is difficult to
diagnose due to the general chlorotic decline of the
turf. Because the summer patch organism severely
inhibits root function, cultural practices that alleviate
stress and promote root development reduce disease
severity. For example, research from Rutgers University
has indicated that raising height of cut from 1/8" to
5/32" significantly decreased summer patch severity.
Interestingly, there have been some reports that
certain contact fungicides enhance disease severity,
suggesting a non-target influence. There remains much
debate regarding irrigation practices for summer patch
management; however, all agree that reducing midday
moisture stress by syringing will aid plant health.

One aspect of turfgrass disease which has remained
clear in my mind is what | call “cool-night salvation.”
Pythium and brown patch which are high-temperature
and high-humidity diseases, particularly in the evening,
do not become pathogenic during cool summer nights.
However, when these diseases become active they can
devastate a sward and will require decisive action by
the superintendent to avoid turf decline and death. So
pray for cool nights if your fungicide budget is tight,
and avoid night watering if nights are hot and humid.

Many insect problems begin to manifest during the
warm summer months and must be addressed prior to
severe visual damage. In Michigan, the two big
challenges are the Black Turfgrass Ataenius and the

European Chafer. Generations of these insects will feed
on turf roots when the turf can ill afford any further
root dysfunction. Cutworms on the close-cut surfaces
could also cause substantial injury if not managed and,
as with all insect pests, require careful monitoring and
an integrated management program to minimize turf
loss. Research is being conducted on irrigating to mask
injury and proper timing of insecticide applications to
maximize efficacy. A final note about the increase in
ant populations on fine turf areas: It is vital that the
superintendent identify the type of ant present, since
many species are beneficial to the microenvironment. |
understand and have seen the unsightliness of the ant
mounding; however, excessive pesticide use to reduce
these populations could have long-term ecological
impacts and warrants the use of any alternative
available.

summer, for many, is the most enjoyable time of
the year since the outdoors abounds with activity. The
golfing public has come to expect a high level of quality
from the American golf course, without regard to the
strain placed on the grasses and the superintendent
managing that sward during the "dog days.” Proper
planning and careful monitoring throughout the season
will aid in reducing stress during these months.
Because we often ask the plants to provide a surface
that taxes their biology, however, challenges will arise
that require prompt and decisive action. Remember,
turfgrass management is as much an artasitisa
science, and there is no reason why you as a manager
shouldn’t enjoy the summer also. .

Your Lakefront Specialist -
Retaining Walls - Vertical or
Horizontal - Wood, Steel or Stone
Bridges - Pile Supported or Floating
Pond/Water Hazard Construction

1030 . iIIia.ms‘Lake Rd. - Union Lake, M| 48386
1-800-359-0683 363-9995
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PALMER EQUIPMENT

MICHIGANS

Contractor Supermarket
*“Since 1953"

Equipment

=

Air Compressors
Concrete Buckets/Buggies
Compactors

Concrete Vibrators
Fans/Blowers

Generators

Grinders

Heaters

Light Towers

Masonry Saws

Mixers — Concrete/Mortar
Pressure Washers

Pumps

Tools

Air Tools

Cement Tools
Diamond Blades
Earth Augers
Electric Tools
Hoists & Jacks
Ironworkers Tools
Light Stands
Shovels & Picks
Sprayers/Curing
Submersible Pumps
Welders

Supplies

Knee Pads
Knives
Ladders
Locks

Paint

Rope

Signs

Tapes

Traffic Cones
Visqueen

Abrasives
Anchors
Barricades
Boots
Brooms
Crow Bars
Flashlights
Gas Cans
Hoses
Job Boxes

® Sales | Parts ®
® Service | Rentals @

(313) 921-6020 1-800-877-3057

palmer

quipment company
3575 E. Palmer ® Detroit, Ml 48211

GOODBYE IS

NOT THE
END

Dr. Frank Rossi
Heads for the
University of

Wisconsin

It is with mixed emotions that | announce
that | have accepted a position at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison as the Assistant Professor
of Turfgrass Environmental Management. | am
both excited about my opportunity to lead a
turf program, which has been somewhat
dormant for several years, and apprehensive
about leaving a program which was beginning
to become a vital resource for the turfgrass
industry in Michigan.

My short time here in Michigan has brought
many close friends, personally as well as
professionally, and | will surely miss your
support and no-nonsense approach to this field.
However, | am confident | can help to build a
strong program from a supportive industry base
in Wisconsin—after all, aren’t many of you on
the board or at least partial donors to the new
0.J. Noer Turfgrass Research Center in Madison?

| have a few important items to coordinate
before my departure, which is expected by mid-
or late July, and | expect to return for Field Day
on August 20. | have tried to put my heart into
my work and inject some of my personality, and
| feel as though | am leaving a piece of myself
here. | believe that your positive response
helped prompt the interest of the MSU
administrative community in our program, and |
urge you to stay committed to the cause of
Environmental Education and to the
preservation of environmental quality. | hope to
return many times to what | believe is the
premier institution for turf and for the most
innovative turf managers in the world.

A friend once wrote to me as | left Cornell
University to begin here at MSU: “When we say
good-bye, we don't announce the end of a
relationship, but rather we acknowledge the
change in the relationship. When good-bye is
viewed in this light, it carries new qualities for
our lives, and good-bye almost becomes hello.”

There is not one other place | would rather
have been than with all of you here in Michigan.
| have been the recipient of so much
appreciation which, as many of you know, is a
rare commodity in the working world today. For
this | am eternally grateful and | wish each and
every one of you all that life has to offer. .
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TURFGRASS INC.

Serving you better with . .

Technical information
Fungicide programs
Free timely delivery

.. . Quality products

Fertilizers

Chemicals

Seeds
Spreaders &
Sprayers

Golf Supplies

Safety Equipment

Soil Management

Markers

The Andersons, Lebanon
Country Club, Nitroform, Turfgrass

Dupont, Ampel, Ciba-Geigy, W.A.
Cleary, Chipco, Daconil, Mobay,
Elanco, NAIAD, Dow, Monsanto, Bio
Greenskeeper, Agri Diagnostics,
Mallinckrodt, Nor-Am, Riverdale, Pana
Sea, Miller, Agri-Plex 4X

Northrup King
Medalist Turf Products

Cyclone, Spyker, Back Pack, Wheely,
Spray-Hawk

Lewisline, Par Aide, Standard, Fore-
Par, Yankee, United Stockmen, Chix,
Fox Valley

Mine Safety Equipment

Grid System, TerraFlow, TerraBond,
TerraCover

Richway, Blazon

1-313-437-1427 Rich Locke

Office

Douglas Johanningsmeier

1-800-521-8873 Keith Richards

(Michigan Only)

Gene Johanningsmeier

it.” Nicklaus had designated bent
grass for some areas on the TPC.

, N The sites selected would have
MEMHEH I‘"E”S required high maintenance, fairways

: areas cut with walking units, so he

com;g;gc:;rom changed‘ the specification to que

Grass. Giuffre said, “When all is said
and done | believe Nicklaus will be considered one of the
great golf course architects of all time. He doesn‘t just put
his signature on the blueprint, he's deeply involved in the
process.”

Giuffre has held positions at clubs in New York and
Virginia, where each time the club was going through
extensive renovations during his stint as superintendent.
“Along with the mechanics involved in the renovations, |
learned something of great value - the importance of
communicating to the staff and the membership the status
of the course, why certain things are happening or not
happening. People expect to come out and play on a course
that is in peak condition. They may not always be happy with
the answer you give if conditions aren’t perfect, but |'ve
found if you take the time to let people know what's going
on and what to expect they will usually give you the support
needed to get the job done right.” Because Giuffre sees
communication with staff and members a priority, he makes
himself accessible to everyone. “My telephone number is
listed in the Club newsletter and occasionally | get a call about
the course. I'm happy to answer questions.”

Giuffre, his wife Emily and children Kaitlin, 5 and son
Brennan, 2, live in the Canton area. ‘I talk about the team
approach at work, it's also part of my personal life. | couldn‘t
do what | do without Emily’s full support.” Summer vacations
are rare and Giuffre says the demands on his time during key
months are considerable. “I enjoy the arrival of spring with
the new growth and color and the end of the season, the
crispness of fall. We work at such an intensity that slowing
down for the winter months is really my least favorite time.
Just about the time | start to feel comfortable the pace picks
up again.”

A member of the GCSAA since 1983, he joined the
Michigan & Border Cities GCSA when he returned to Michigan
in 1989. “The camaraderie and education a professional
association offers you is unlike any other group. The
MBCGCSA has a super bunch of people. | believe the
interaction | have with everyone helps keep me on the
cutting edge of what’'s going on in the industry.” Giuffre said
the role of the golf course superintendent has evolved into a
truly professional position in the last 10 to 15 years. “Because
of the skills and education required to run and maintain the
course, it's becoming more rare to find someone without a
degree or advanced education in turf management.”

With other golf tournaments, outings and member play
scheduled for the next few months, Giuffre has some time
before he has to face the winter months. In the meantime
he will focus on his priorities and continue to use the
traditional—-and not so traditional- methods of meeting
those goals. ‘I think it takes special dedication to be a
superintendent. With Mother Nature as your partner it can
frequently be a humbling experience. It can also bring out
the best in people,” Giuffre said. (N
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hen you hear about
someone making an
“Olympian Effort” an image
of a hardworking individual,
or group of individuals,
striving to reach a goal
comes to mind. Try
picturing 23 teams (or 92
individual players), an
incredible playing field
(Links at Pinewood),
sunshine for taking the
edge off a slightly chilly day
in May (15), and the effort
will mean nearly $5,000
raised for the Michigan

Olympics. For the eleventh time in as
many years, members of the MBCGCSA
and businesses who support the
Association came forward to
participate in the annual golf outing
whose primary focus is raising funds
for Michigan Special Olympics. The
event was chaired by James P.
Eccleton, C.G.C.S., of Arbor Hills Country

Club in Jackson.

Eccleton gave special recognition to
Association members Jay Delcamp, Fritz
McMullin, Paul Kolbe and Don Fields for
helping to make the event run smoothly.
He said, “It is always easy to find good help
in our organization; these guys are four

excellent examples.”

Thanks to the generosity of numerous

MBCGCSA
BEGINS
SECOND
DECADE OF
SUPPORTING
MICHIGAN
SPECIAL
OLYMPICS

Links at
Pinewood Site
for 11th Annual
Fundraiser

Special §%

businesses (see accompanying
list) participants kept raffle ticket
sellers busy. Perhaps the most
unique item raffled was created
while the golf outing was in
progress. “Dr.” Ken Boschell, a
wood carving artisan using a
rather unusual tool—-a power
saw—-created an unusual fish.
The winner of the raffle, Mike
Bay from Tam-O-Shanter
Country Club in Orchard Lake,
was able to take his “fish
story” home.

Special guests included
former Detroit Lion Ron
Kramer. Other sports figures
represented were Brian
Finnerty, Randy Prescott and
Jay White from the Detroit g
Rockers professional soccer
team.

continued on page 21
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Photo a. Mike Bay (left) from
Tam-0-Shanter stands by the
fish that didn't get away. The
handsome fish was created by
“Dr." Ken Boschell (right).

Photo b. (From left to right)
Yvonne Miles and her
daughter, Special Olympian
athlete Kelly Miles, were
introduced by a
representative from the
Special Olympics
Administration. Nearly $5,000
raised from the golf outing
will be donated to Special
Olympics by the MBCGCSA.

Photo c. Don Fields auctions
off one of many items
donated by businesses and
individuals. Proceeds were
part of the total donated to
Special Olympics by the
MBCGCSA.

Photo d. Lebanon
representative Randy Rogers
(left) and Bill Middleton from
Emerald Isle, Ltd.

Photo e. Century Rain Aid's
Jim Vince standing by...the
Century Rain Aid banner.
Century and numerous other
vendors to the golf course
industry supported the
fundraiser with generous
donations.

Photo f. The fundraiser was
held at beautiful Links of
Pinewood. Pictured here are
(left) Ernie Fuller and Links
superintendent Jeff Akers.
Everyone at Links was very
helpful in making the day a
SUCCess.



m Turf Vehicles

Toro introduces the long awaited in-
troduction of the Turf Vehicle. This
rugged vehicle has 3 wheel maneu-
verability with 4 wheel versatility and
stability. Let us show you its many
uses! Call today for your free demon-
stration.

1-800-822-2216

il Wilkie 1oR0.

Your Lawn Care Specialist
1050 Opdyke Road, P.O. Box 430749, Pontiac, Michigan 48343 - (313) 373-8800

- -
STANDARD

TOPDRESSING SAND

C ORPORATI ON

USA Sieve MM %Retained

W Meets USGA specifications
W Consistent Quality

20 .84 .0
30 .60 i
40 : 6.0
50 .30 29.0
60 25 25.6
70 .21

100 31D 11.0
140 .10 8

200 .07

270 .05

PAN

M Lab Reports with Every Shipment
W Michigan’s Largest Topdressing Sand Supplier
W 87% Between .21 and .50 MM (Current Tests)

Standard Sand Corporation
P.O. Box 290

Grand Haven, Michigan 49417
Contact: Roy Hanson

(616) 842-5180
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Linksat
Pinewood Site
for 11th

On a day Annual Photo G. Mike Brannigan (left)
that  had Fundraiser and Jim Koziatek (right) from
m any S Wwilkie Turf sponsoring
highlights continued from page 19 another tee for the Kids.
there was
none more
special than the introduction of
special Olympic athlete Kelly Miles of
Oakland County. Kelly, wearing many
of the competitive ribbons she has
won, was accompanied by her
mother Yvonne Miles. Kelly's
presence served to g
remind everyone of
the important
opportunities
Special Olympics

Photo H. Dan Sackett from
Tire Wholesalers gave 50% of
his raffle collections to
Special Olympics. Once again
Dan and many others came
through for the MBCGCSA
fundraiser.

Photo |. Nothing distracts
John Skaife, of 0.M. Scott,
from following through for
Special Olympics.

offers many Photo J. Jim McGuire (left)
individuals and why and Mark Glasson (right) of
the financial D & C Distributors, Inc. display
support of one of 18 flags they donated

to the MBCGCSA Special
Olympics fundraiser.

organizations like
the MBCGCSA is so
important. .

Photo K. Former Detroit Lion
Ron Kramer was the guest
speaker.

Photo L. Working in “dry
dock” is Ken Boschell, the
Chainsaw Man. Boschell
created the fish while
participants were golfing.
The “catch” was raffled off
with the proceeds going to
Special Olympics.

7

Once again the MBCGCSA was able to rely on the
support of businesses to help make the Michigan

-
»
alln")

gt

Special Olympics Fundraiser a success. .
Fundraising chairman James P. Eccleton, C.G.CS., e,
said, “Year in and year out we can always count ™
on these people to support our events. Golf !;-‘
course supply people stood tall in their support of t Do
the Association and Michigan'’s Special Olympics. ﬂ -
“The following companies generously sponsored R
tees and/or made special contributions to the ',:':.

fundraiser:
o Allingham e Amturf e Benham Chemical e

Burlington Golf Car e Century Rain Aid e Cleveland
Cotton Products e D&C Distributors, Inc. e Flags e
D&C Distributors, Inc. « Emerald Isle Ltd. ¢ Mindy Knight
- ZE * Lawn Equipment Service & Sales ¢ Randy Rogers -
Lebanon e Jim McGuire, Osburn Trucking e Theiser John
Deere e Tire Wholesalers e Turfgrass, Inc. ¢ U.S. Sand &
Stone o W. F. Miller Compan y e Wilkie Turf Equipment
e Scott's Fertilizers e Don Fields, Bar Cart e Ernie Fuller,
Bar Cart

A Patch of Green, August 1992
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OSBURN INDUSTRIES

Custom Top Dressing Blends

TDS 2150 Dune Sand ¢ Michigan Sphagnum
¢ Canadian Sphagnum
540 Best ¢ Sandy Loom Topsoil
Local Mason Sand ¢ Reed Sedge Peat
Trap Sand
¢ Best 530

¢ Local 2NS Sand
¢ Local Mason Sand

Other Materials

¢ Cart Path Slag
O Pea Pebble
O Decorative Boulders
¢ Parking Lot Stone

Call for details
(313) 292-4140

Ask for Dick, Rick or Tim

5850 PARDEE
TAYLOR, MICHIGAN 48180

A Patch of Green, August 1992
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Gorif

- courses
o 25 depend on ponds
7t . not only for
b aesthetics and water

hazards, but often as
# : a source for their
( A i, SIS irrigation system and
B e il storm-water
drainage basins. That's why it makes good sense for
superintendents to have a working knowledge of pond
management.

You can avoid many potential pond problems by
keeping your pond healthy for the purpose intended for
that pond. On most golf courses the primary concern is
keeping the growth of vegetation under control.
Techniques for managing weed growth range from
chemical application to the aeration process.

An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure in
golf course pond maintenance. Organic buildup of
materials can choke ponds, and actually kill a living body of
water. Some of the precautions you can take to protect
your ponds are;

*Protect your pond from erosion by
lining them with rocks or plant materials.

*Minimize the amount of grass clip-
pings and leaves that get into your pond.

*Fertilizers are an enemy of your
pond. Keep your fertilization efforts away
from the ponds. Fertilizer often drains into
ponds causing more problems with your
pond!

Even though chemicals designed for
aquatic application are effective and safe,
licensing can be required. Another aquatic
weed management technique is shading -
reducing the light source that enters the
pond. The lower the sun light level remains,
the lower the potential for plant growth to
occur. Most often shading comes in the
form of a dye such as AquaShade, an EPA
approved product. This is dye added to the
body of the water from the edge and is
naturally dispersed through the water by
wind and natural water action. This type of
dye turns the water blue, and should be
used in enclosed bodies of water only,
since color is need to inhibit the light from
entering the water. This process is used by
many golf courses because it is easy to
apply.

The other problem your pond may
face would be lack of efficient oxygen
levels in the pond. Low oxygen levels in a
pond allow organic matter to build up in
lakes and ponds over the course of several
years. That's because aerobic digestion, the
digestion of organic matter by bacteria;

An ounce
of pre-
vention is
worth a
pound of
cure in
golf
course
pond
mainte-
nance.
Oorganic
buildup
of mate-
rials can
choke
ponds,
and actu-
ally kill a
living
body of
water.

Pond Management:
AVOIDING PROBLEMS

Low
oxygen
levels in
a pond
allow
organic
matter to
build up
in lakes
and
ponds
over the
course of
several
years.

requires oxygen for respiration. Without
sufficient oxygen levels, the bacteria will be
unable to break down organic material in
the pond. Over time this can cause warmer
water temperatures, which increases plant
growth, which can cause blockage of
natural spring activity, unwanted algae
growth and fish kill.

One way to get oxygen back into your
pond is by exposing the water to air by
spraying or streaming the water into the
air. This method has proven to be very
effective in controlling unwanted algae,
without incurring the extra expenses and
potential hazards of chemicals. Aquatic
weeds, and especially algae, need warm
water to thrive. an aeration device such as a
floating aerator fountain, pulls cooler water
up from the lower levels of the pond,
sprays the water out onto the pond
creating a wave action in the water. The top
layer of the water, which is warmer because
it's heated by the sun, is cooled and
recirculated back into the water breaking up the “thermal
stratification” of the pond. The combination of cool water,
wave action and extra oxygen into the water inhibit the
potential for plant “bedding” to accumulate on the
bottom of the pond, and for algae blooms, since algae
needs “still” water to grow.

The two most widely accepted forms of aeration are
floating aerator fountains that provide beauty and provide
and useful function, and air injection units, which are
designed exclusively for aeration. The floating aerator
fountains come with a variety of spray patterns, some
units even offer you the ability to change the nozzles, or
even add lighting units for added night time beauty
around the club-house.

When using an aeration device such as a floating
fountain it’s important to get enough horsepower in the
pump to efficiently aerate your pond. A normal rule of
thumb is to have two a horsepower aerator per surface
acre. Floating aerator fountains are easy to install, and
some units available don’t even need to have maintenance
but once every three years. An important aspect to
installing a floating aerator fountain is to have proper
electrical installation precautions taken. Make sure that
proper ground fault precautions are taken.

If you're experiencing significant algae and aquatic
weed growth, work with your suppliers in weighing your
options. In many cases, you'll find that the electrical costs
to run an aeration device is less over time in comparison to
chemicals. Ponds are a collection of living organisms that
require a unique biological balance to remain healthy.
Hopefully, you have been presented enough information
to start asking the right questions to your suppliers, your
coop extension agents and more to keep your ponds a
beautiful and functional part of your course. .

by Brian Day, Century Rain Aid
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st W S MACHINERY

R. R. 5, Strathroy, Ontario Canada N7G 3H6

(on Hwy. 81 % mi. south of Hwy. 402)

TELEPHONE (519) 245-3800
FAX (519) 245-0038

JUST 40 MILES EAST OF PORT HURON

F.O.B. STRATHROY

MODELS FOR THE TURF INDUSTRY
EXCELLENT DUMP ANGLE - 45°

LOW PROFILE, EASIER LOADING

26 x 12 x 12 TURF FLOTATION TIRES
DECK HEIGHT 28" FROM GROUND

8/5 TELESCOPIC 3 STAGE HYD. CYLINDER
5000 LB. SPINDLES AND HUBS

6 STUD WHEELS

EASY LIFT OFF TOP HINGE TAIL GATE

DL

Directory ...

AMcorn/AmMEurt o e
American Marine..
Anchor Marine.........
Benham Chemical..........ccocevvviinnienns
Buchner Computer ...
Bush Brothers.........

Century RainAid...........cccceeeeeenennns 6.8
D&C Distributors........c..cccvveceeinninnee. 14
Huggett Sod Farm........c...cccccevviivneens 8
JWS MACKINEIY..ccieeivanicenssivesniasassons 24
Lawn Equipment Sales.........c..co...... 10
S G v irsesinscuenssimecsisassudopacnsashnsusss IFC
Osborn Industries ...........c.ceeeiene. 22
Palmer Equipment ..........ccoccevvennee. 17
Rhone Poulenc Ag Co. ..........c....... IFC
Soutlane Landscape Supply........... IBC
S BB D N isiti i i saasaivs thes 1
S LS O] tenronssnrssshyss rosmessnesontonsas 14
Standara Sand: s ey 20
1EOUE oy T B S e 14,24
TBISBE riiii v vvwiin s vansssasiesessasoreiviorsns 2
Tire Wholesalers..........cccoveeccrverinnnns 14
TUTFOrass Nt siic.snvmmsamsisivsiisisses 18
WIlKie TURF .. 10,20
WLE MR s itsniasscaisvemsissnies BC

To Place Your
Classified Ad
Contact

A Patch of Green at
(313) 642-9580,
Fax,

(313) 642-5290, or
mail your ad to:
30600 Telegraph
Road, Suite 1386,
Bingham Farms, MI
48025,

Payment must
accompany copy!
Charges: $ .75 per
word, minimum
charge $10.
Borders, boid

lettering,
or spedial set-up
additional charge.

Lawn Areas and Golf Courses.

tolerance.

s ——— v Al ) : \

‘ glass Seed Mixre

Triple Play is the unique blend of ryegrasses that has been care-
fully selected to meet specific needs for seeding Athletic Fields,

Triple Play contains the elite turf-type ryegrasses of PENNANT,
PEBBLE BEACH and STALLION. Triple Play will produce a
beautiful dark green color with excellent heat and drought

4 TON BOX SIZE 10" x 6’ x 18" SIDES

JUST PLUG INTO TRACTOR HYD. SYSTEM
OR POWER PACK CAN BE OBTAINED

LEASE, BUY, OR LEASE TO OWN

HARD WORK, GOOD CARE, UNITS WILL LAST
OVER 20 YEARS

2 YEAR WARRANTY

WE ARE PRESENTLY STILL SERVICING UNITS
SOLD IN S. MICHIGAN AND OHIO

WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL

AT THE MOMENT NO DISTRIBUTOR, BUY DIRECT

Seeding Recommendation
5 to 7 Ibs. per 1,000 sq. ft.

Turf Chemicals Inc.

1011 E. Main
PO. Box 451

Owosso, Michigan 48867
Phone: (517) 725-7145
FOR ALL OF YOUR FERTILIZER,
CHEMICAL AND GRASS SEED NEEDS

A Patch of Green, August 1992
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(BUNTON) TURF EQUIPMENT

[

The Golf Course
Superintendent's
Choice.

The Bunton Triplex Greensmower is no ordinary
reel mower. You'll know that the instant you see
the clean, consistent cut it delivers on your
course greens, tees, collars and approaches. It's
equipped with all the features that golf course
maintenance professionals want in a ridiing

Bunton 22" and 26"
Greensmowers — The
Premier choice of
Golf Course
Maintenance Pro's.

Golf course maintenance professionals know
how important their manicured greens are to
the reputation of their club and municipal

™

greensmewsy; Sad mare: courses. That's why you'll find more Bunton

greensmowers cutting greens today than any
other mower on the market. It's the premier
choice of golf course professionals. Features:
= Powered rotary brush and thatcher attach-
ments for grain control and healthy turf.

= Dual powered drive rollers for straight cuts.
= Non-floating head design for true cutting

Po heights.

BUNTONX

=\ BUNTON

CALL FOR A DEMO! (800) 3258757

Ask for Tim Weathers or Bob Chism

EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY

27400 JOHN R * MADISON HEIGHTS, Ml 48071
(North of 11 Mile Road)

* 3 Ton capacity
= Flotation Tires
= 3-Stage Telescoping cylinder
= 12-Volt hydraulic pump

* Larger models available

* Pick-up dumpers




—

Jacobson Turf Equip.
Jacobson Commercial Equip.
Excel Hustler Mowers
Kutkwick SlopeMaster
Mott Flail Mowers
BushHog

Giant Vac

Yazoo Mowers

Neary Grinders

Lely Spreaders
Brunco Dumpers
Standard Golf Par Aide
Lewisline

Prize Lawn Spreaders
Hanney Hose Reels
Grass Craft Peco Vac's
Keystone Drag. Mats
Dedos

Broyhill

M&B Equipment
Sweepster Brooms
Aerway

—

TURF EQUIPMENT : &

MISC. HARDWARE
Nuts e Bolts  E-Clips

Snap Rings © Roll Pins
Woodruff Keys

Blade Bolts © Set Screws
Grease Fittings

Fuses ® Cofter Pins

Roller Chain ® Bearings
Clevis Pins ® Hair Pins
Muffler Clamps ® Ball Joints
Hitch Pins

0 Rings ® Welch Plugs

ENGINES & PARTS

Briggs & Stratton
Clinton

Kohler

Wisconsin

Power Products
Tecumseh

J. B. Foote Transmissions
Peerless Transmissions

W.F. Miller
Company

Turf & Industrial Equipment
25125 Transx-X , P.0. Box 605 © Novi, M 48376
(313) 349-4100 » Fax (313) 349-0406
24 Hour Phone/Fax Order Line
(800) 642-9915
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