In Retrospect. A Conversatmn Wlth
Meyer Fortes.

A. Bujra and K. Prah
QUESTION (PRAH)

Professor Meyer Fortes, you have for a long time been associated
with social science, particularly on Africa. We would like to
know when and under what clrcumstances your interest in Africa
developed?

ANSWER

Well, you should know that T was born and brought up
in South Africa. One of my early interests there, in my student
days at the University at Cape Town were questions on race reise
tionss And one of my early, should I ¢all it analytical under-
takings, there was into what I thought to be, certain acrimonious
elements of injustice in the society. So my kuowledge of
Africa began with my response to certain conditions in South
Africa in my youth. Latexr I-went to London and began my own
carper by attempting to combiruct a set of'paychﬁlogical tests
of- 1ntelllgenCe which would be culturally nentrals  But I dige
covered when I had made these tests that it was impossible to
get any tests which were cnlturally neutrals Therefore, really
the whole vasis of cancern shifted away from teste which at
that time seemed %0 e 1mposalble to be madé culturally nentral,
%6 the unde' tand1ng of the nature of gocial and cultural pheno-
‘menon. ‘This vas the original concern which prompted me to go
“in the direction I subsequently went. - )

QUESTION (BUJRA)
“That was to shift from psychological tests to the study of

gocieties as o whole whieh means changing from Psychology te
Social Anthropology?

ANSWER

That's right; that is what it means.
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QUESTION (PRAH)

During these early formative years, as it were, which were the
dominant ideas, which were the leading and current ideas, about
social science with which you got into contact and became
engaged? ’

ANSVER-
) Well, that'is;a very broad question to ask. I was a
student at that time at the London School of Economics in the
years 1928 to 31/32. It was a place where almost every contem-
porary theoretical way of looking at human nature and society
was represented. The‘pecple who were active then were Malinowski
and Morris Ginsberg who was very influential because, although-
it may not bé known, he was a man who believed that ethics were
important ‘in mocial studies and that there is such a thing as
the pursuit of the good, that we may not know what it was but
it is imporfant. He influenced me too in z sense; that of
- intéllectual honesty. And among the young you can imagine that,
" that was the-period of radiecal responses to depressing economic
coﬁditiqns; it was the time of unemployment, of hunger marches
and so onj clearly, there was enough to agitate the minds of
students of the London School of Economics. Seen from the
angle of, ghall 1 say, the state of affairs of the working
class and especially of course, the urban; problems of urban
dwelling., I did some work in the East End of London. This was
my first place of special research where I got interested in
young delinquents. I delved a lot into criminology in which I
31‘5‘194 that these young criminals were not criminals for psycho-
‘logical reasons put criminals partly because of the presgures
within the family. ' This was what first induced me to look at
their families; and were partly due to the fact that they
(ﬂ?ﬁ?e youths were around the age of 14) were thrown into the
_great mainstream of public life with tasks of conitributing inm .
some ways to hcusehqlsi economies at a time when job openings
were difficult to come by.

These conditions affected my intel~

Aas to lxterature, of courge we read

e ﬁa e hem, and,we read them. Such was thei g

2 cetugl. fﬂma’mn many of us had at that tine. B
*now 1f that satmsfles yo’u.; o 5
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QUESTIOR (BUJRA)

Yes, indeed, that gives us some ddea of the intellectusdl back-
ground that you were involved in in London when you were study-
ing. But how far do you think that this very eclectic, kind of,
this mix of various schoole; how far did it affect you 1n‘your
later study of African soc:etles, and how dld it come out in
your work? .

ANSWER

Well, I think the most 1mportant contribution thak
came from those studles, were the following, let me put it in A
this way; on the one hand there was the much mlsnnderstaod func~
tionalism of Malinowski; the Malinowski  school and the Durkheim
school. I was also particularly interested in psycho-analysis,
and there was also a good deal at that time of what we can in a
general sense call Mafxist influence, Now I think one important
point which is overlooked in all this is that the general trend
of that comb;natlon was to draw attent1on away from traditional
ethnological concerns w1th myths and stories and béliefs, and
to arge students to begin at the level of producers of modes of
livelihkood as & basic point of departure, and so for all the
functionalist students, if you look at their writings, you find
that they begin by attending to questions of mode of livelihood.
I am putting it in that general sense. = And from modes of lives
lihood, to questlons of how these gocietien are oprganised. How
do they rule’ themselves? How do’ they take decisions about what
is right and what is wrong? You see, that sort of thingy 80
that you should forget all,about the metaphy51cs ot functiofials
ism -and a5k whlch dlrectlon did it push these studentsy 4and you
'contrast this” for 1nstance w1th,what was happenzng at the same
time 1n the 30'5 w;th French ethnalog1sts working - among the
*chon, whgre you had pecple 11ke Grlzule expla:nlng ont thege

- i g'from’the forest or from what ever it 13? How did it fit
L dnte a system in which there is law and order? The French at

Vthe same tlme, ‘ant I an not being insulting, were dealing wiih
questions of‘mytholagg and of 1deol9gy in the traditional

- petting. Now we may have'overloaked gomething, bk =& you can
Bee,y that kxnd of eclectlc 3omblnat10n led us in the direction
fof, agaln I an choosing my words carefully; 1 don't want to use
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such words like materialism or determinism; about 50 years ago I
was talking in that language; but now I only want to talk in

terms of actuality; an actuality like how peeple get their living.

QUESTION (BUJRA)

It seems that at that time you started studying African societies
you and your colleagues like Evans-Pritchard and others were
saying that the functionalist school was a reaction to a different
previous anthropological scheol and that it was an advance from
the previous school?

' ANSWER
Yeg.

QUESTION (BUJRA)

But at the same time, unfortunately or fortunately may be for you
I don't know; you alsgo did your work in studying African socie-
ties under colonialism; under the conditions of colonialism? How
far do you think, what kind of role did British social anthropo=
logy play in relation to British colonialism in Africa?

ANSWER

Well, inka way this is probably the current preoccupa-

tion of many. young radicals mot only in Africa but also in

Burope. They are all writing about colonialism. They make an

ism ont of it. Once you make an ism out of a historical period
of human society, you hypothesize it; you reify it into some
form of giant. Now the fact is that, we at that period, "ére
interested in a number of what we considered to be universally
hpman problems; this is the important thing to bear in mindj
that we had got -down to the view partly as a reaction of my
period against the previous peried. Well, that is a reaction

- against the idea thét~becaﬁse you eould elagsify human societies
-at different levels of ‘technology, population, eavironment, inst-
tutlons and 80 ony you could -agsume: that there was an evolution=
By sequence whlch Ted from the lover savage Australian aborigine

‘8t the bottom of the scale Yo the magnificent Victorian, Christi-

anity, technology, ‘and so. One thing which came out of this was

that we began 1o see thlngs An e totally dlfferent way.. ¥e. .
;4stnd1ed human sacme'les all wer the worid a5

different ways-of i

fkéjprobleﬁ%,

< a humsn prob-




nity? How did it do it? (2) Of using its eaviromment to the
best of its technical skills. So many environments have to he
used here, such as physical environment; ecological environment,
cultural environment, social environment, all types of environe
ments. (No. 3) was a question of quite a different type, one
of, the common humanity which underlies all these things. Well,
the only thing which we could say or rather that enabled us to
say that there are generally propositions we can make about manw
kind; regardless of being Australian aborigine or Vietorian or
Roman or Greek. This was the reaction. From the reaction to
the evolutionary idea, to the idea of varieties of human BOCiow
ties and human ways of life which have a common retionality.

Now when you come to colonialism, all I can say is that in my
own experience, and that of many others, we chose to go to cers
tain areas. -I particularly wanbted to.go to the community where
T could find a family system (I was interested in that from my

work in London) which was:

{a) a big contrast to the Buropean sysbem
(on the surface),

(b) which was just sufficiently traditional
and authentici this is the important
things so that the varisble of what in
those days we used to speak of as the
eulture contact could be excluded or
kept from it all, and

(e¢) where I would be able to mske such con=
trastwith the people that I will be able
to establish confidence and be accepted
by them. '

{d) The other guestion was where to go in
; Africa. : o

The Tnternational African Institute which sponsored our activie
‘ties with Intéﬁnatipha;‘affican Student Directors were J. H. Oldham
whbrﬁas é“HissiQﬁéryif'ﬂa; he was'nbf a Missionsry but he was in
 the Chuvrch. oOné of the leading people was Diederich Westermann,
‘ the7§&eat,GermahfLingniaf, Henri Labouret who was a French ex-
; administrator; etc. We were presided over by Lord Luggard who

had retired. The sponsorship pf this whole thing was made poe-
sible by granks from Rockerfeller Foundation. Now we looked at
African societies in/a’wide continental sweep spreading all the
way from South Africa to East and West and it just so happened
that three of ms felt that the least known parts of Africa weve
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in West Africa; least known in the modern sense. And it just
happened that thrée of ug, that is 5. F, Nadel, S. Hofstra, the
Dutchman, and myself, saw that it would be useful to work in
West Africa and the three of us chose three different colonial
territories. Nadel went to Nigeria to the Nupe and I went to
§he,Gol& Coast partly because by chance I had read Rattray who
iqspired me and told me o lot; and Hofstra went to Sierra Leonne
‘ I think I must be emphatic in saying that at no time
were any obstacles put in the way of my research by the colonial
administrators; that I had good relations with them and when they
asked me for information I gave it to them. My nearest neighbour
was an Agricultural Officer, C. W. Lane, a man who was tremen=-
‘»dously liked by the local people; a man who studied there the
,right cultures which were very 1mportant for me; a man who had
werked and succeeded in training local people, to adopt certain
more efflclent manuring methods than they had before. So as
far as Plaln relatlonshlp is concerned, I had no initial dealings -

with them; no initial difficulties with them. Well, a certain
amount of difficulfy arose later.,

gnmsmlom (PRAH)

Yon mentloned R&ttray?
ANSWER

Yes-
QUESTION (PRAH)

1 am sure in the: early years: when you came to West Africa you
were familiar with the works of pe0ple like Casely Hayford and
Barbah; what is your reaction or impregsion of the contribution

of some of these previous participants in the study of African
‘socletles, speCIflcally in Ghana?

you that inrthe daYs when
t once advxsed me to read

- //“You must read Sarbal,
yon must read Gasely Hayford‘s Horks &nd all of the other,, V

Ly and.an: 05 them yeu can- get held of“ IJPﬂ?‘ 



works. And I had long conversations with Kobina Sekyi about -
whole problems that were the beginnings of some government
issues at that time. With Ofori Atta, again we.also had conver=~
sations and with J, B. Danquah -~ these were the people of the
last generation - and many others more. And as regards Casely
Hayford I think I set him out with more respect for his, should
I call it, his imaginative passion than for his comtribution to
publishing. So this is what I thought at that time. So, from
my point of view, Sarbah was a distinguished scholarj; Casely
Hayford, more of a publicist. That is m& evaluation of them.

QUESTION (PRAH)

Since thosé early years when you came to West Africa a lot has
happened and Africa has seen relatively rapid social change}
what are your impressions of the essential points and the essen~
tial lessons in this broad sweep of time and change which hag
happened in Africa since you first came here?
ANSWER
You ask me a Question which is more suitable for somew
body with B grand view of society and humanity than for a merse
anthropaloglst. To me, one of the most remarkable things about
Africa, not merely West Africa, but also for the other parts of
Africa 1 k&ow, is the emergence of what I c¢all the intellectual.
Now, this m%y geem odd to you because i know people talk about
economic development and political development and so on. But
it is a remarkable fact to mej somethlng vhich was gquite diffe~
rent when we 109k back to the perlod of the people we have men~
- tioned before* that you how have in Afrlca, I think all over,
the cadre of’yonngmen, mostly Youngmen and womeft, who are intel-
1ectuals in thls ‘senses Flrst they have 1nternat19nal exXpe-
rlence, secand they haye a bady ‘of acguired: knawl&dge which
emables them to ook at their soc:ety in a crztzcal and evaluatize
: way and not merely to, well let me put it thzs ways to make
: prapaganda. Ncw, they ére technlzally yasztzaned in different
prcfess1ons which enable them also o see a1l the problems of
'thelr soc1ety from. the angle of technical and professional
“requarements that were smmply& well, well, I mean, & monopoly
of thg expatrinte, of the colonial government 40 years ago. Now
that yarhiqular, the emergenge of that particular type of, call
',fthem‘what:ydu_iikgg is fa fie s very remarkable thing more impor=
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’~_°another in: the;r soclety,
2 ther.

tant than,.for'instance, the civil service, the judiciary, than
the technicianignd other levels of persons of that sort. And
this is the personal view perhaps of the importance and signifi-
¢ance of the intellectual in social life, of his thought, of his

knowledge, of criticism, of evaluation.

QUESTION (PRAH)‘ )
Professor Meyer Fortes, perhaps you could at this point give us
a brief summary of what you consider to be the major contribu~
tion of British Anthropology as a whole to the study of human
societies in this era?

ANSWER - .
I think it is a rather challenging question. Remember
my beginning. What happened to British anthropology as opposed

to the American anthropolegy, French énthropology, and German
anthropology, was a direction of attention to the people on the .
ground;'working, eating, building houses, owning houses, cons-
tructing, living in a society. I think it is fair to say that
it was the British anthropologists who first made the assertion
that indigenous African societies have political order and form
of government, It was not the colonialist or colonial contribu-
tion to what was going on., This, I think, is gomething that
British Anthropology has done which is of great importance; the
récognition that African societies traditionaliy, not merely
because of colonialism, have their own forms, they devised their
own forms of government, administration and law; that African
secieties have the concept of the legal rights and duties of
people within thelr own systems which was comparable in’ many
ways to what you find in other societies.
N ‘ Now, this I think is an important contribution, that
‘we directed attention on the whole continent, for instance, the
fact that you find technical depositories over the whole of the
continent attests also as(to Qhat some- of the British anthropo-
logists were doing. That we declared that, for instance, when
we talk gbout African kinship systems we are not merely talking‘
about a.cempllcated language in which they speak, or some systems
’°f persons Of 311 sorts, but rather We are talklng about .a sys~
*femvwhlcﬁ T thln‘~the Br1t1sh Anbhropologlst will, say is the b
systen of ldentlfylng peaple in terms of. thelr kind frbm one

thelr rlghts in rel tlon tc ene ano—:
Thls seems to e te be number ong when we: sald we 1mtked
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at people on the ground starting with their way of livingj; how
they earn their living. Two, that we must regard them honestly
as having some rational foundation. However odd they look they
must have a rational foundation or they would not survive.
'Also, we must look at the constitution of the sociely, as from
the family upwards and upwards as being the cénStitution which
is concerned with how to maintain rights, duties, order and
ofganisation in the society; regardless of the content of the
nature of genmeral principles. Number Four, that African socie=
ties indigenously, without colonial education, have political
systems from which we can learn. Formerly we did not know that
they had these systems; even those societies which did not seem .
to have anything like systems at that time. Finallyy {that is
one of the most important) that African societies are distin-
guished by the fact that, in all African societiesn, there are
indigenous, there is an indigenous understanding Qf law.
Sarbah saw that, and others saw it too. This is our contriby~
tion that I value most. I may be wrong though, I belong to
this generation but T may be wrongy I am only drawing attention
to, for instance, the kind of studies of Afpican traditional
poli%ical institittion which was’iﬁitiated by my friend Max
Gluckman, it had never been done before.

We went on and said what went on in the eourds Leﬁ
us see what actually happened. Let ug see the law in agtion,
Remember that Evans-Prztcharﬁ/whose hlstory ycu ¥now very wells
in his first book on the Nuer dealt with,starts wmth & desarlp~t
tion of livelihood and ended by arguing inat what others had
' talked about-as kinship is really a.pnlztlcal arder. :
QUESTION (BUJRA) L '

Professor Fortes, glven your e
African societies-in generaly.h
. Africa, and given the wide Bpa

g4 Wlde exper:ence in sﬁudles of -
put partlcalarly Ghzna in West

n of yesrs during which wou have
beer looking st this country, whal do you think have been the
essential elements of social develoyment i Ghana frow the time
that you went there 40 years ago to. the present? ‘

. ANSWER C
Well, 1 thlnk you have asked me an extremely dmff;qnlu
~fQuest10 - what are the essentlal elements £ development - well,

L muet” séy ‘that every~t1me T come back to Ghana i $é5 emerglng
| dn it &mongst individuals and graups more of the senae nf %gang :
' GhanalanS, ﬁhnugh thxs may seem ta you rudxmentary. Sﬂt fram my'

, i?z Bt



point of view when I look back and think in terms of how 40 years
ago and even in 1963 khen 1 was here, the concept, the image of
the individual himself of being a Ghanaién regardless of which
tribal group cr'area he comes from was still only developing.
Now I have been tremendously impressed both by the Ghanaians
that are overseas and those here that this sense of being s
‘Ghanaian is becoming a very important and definite one and in
this, of course the intelleciuzl is leading the way. But I must
have to state also of what I see of the ordinary person in the
streéi that I talk to. I feel specially honoured in talking to
people of my own 11ngulst1c group whom I can talk to in their
own language, in our own language and I find that, now, the whole
‘idea of beding a Ghanaian is exP;essable and thinkable in their
1aligu&_ge.- . This is the first thing I think I would say. The
second thing in’which I think a change has come, in my time, I
think it has been certainly the enormeous development of the
great cities, Accra, Kumasi, all the cities have become enor-
mously developed and enormously diversified. And it is my
impression that as these great urban communities are developing
B0 you are getting in Ghana all the problems that accompany the
development of these metropolitan communities elsewheres. I
remember when I was here in 1971, a friend of wmine, whom I will

prefer not to name, said: "You see that we are becoming civilized;

because we now have armed robbery in Ghana'. But the point I
want .to mention 15 that you are beginning to have all the prob=
lems of the so-called developed countries and it goes to show
that it has to do with the emergence of economic conditions,

political and social conditions that conform more and more to

the developed society. It is =1l the same, whether you sre capi-

tallst or soclallst or: whatever ¥ou want. to ¢all themy they all

have the same- kinds of problems. My first impression is that

‘there 15 an anthrcpoleggcal problem of the future and there are
& lot of other . problems,

I thlnk emerglng, that there is not

" really to my understandlng, as yet ~ I ney be m1staken, probably:

I am'hnpzng to earn. so"ethlng more ahcut 1t when 1 g0 back to .
~Aceras But T ' : . :




are sufficiently developed. That is my impression,so fgf about
Ghana. So that on the credit side,.l regard every development
as & credit or a debit, it is an inevitable thing, but if;I were
invited to say what is or should.be done I myself would say I \
think you shoﬁld begin to project your imagination here to
realize that you are going in a cegtain.direction'as a national
state, and this is a national community, and that you should
encourage the emergence of institutions in which you can have
dialogue and c¢criticism and imagination about what can we do,

and how do we work for that future? What is if‘going to be at

a certain time?

QUESTION (PRAH) ‘

 Earlier on you made mention of the fact that in your early years
the French school of anthropology was ‘already preoccupied to
some extent, with theories and ideas on the mythology of pre-
capitalist societies. What do you think of the recent contribu-
tions of Levi-Strauss to the whole study of mythe? Secomndly,
the French recently, if I may mention a few names which come to
mind, Meillassoux, Jean-Phillipe Rey, Coquery-Vidrovitch, Suret-
Canale, Terray, Copans, have been coming up with what some have
described as a Marxist perspective to the understanding of
African societies. What do you think then, to sum up in the
same way as you summed the contribution of the British, has then
been the contribution of the French school of anthropology to
the study of human societiés in genmeral and Africa'speclfmcallﬁ?'

ANSWER : } ’ ‘
Well, it seems your question ig one I cannot escapes .
, 1 think the difference’cf

In the first place let me say’this, :
gy s and

emphasis between us, Biﬁtish Qorkigg'frem fhéfgioundiuQWgrd
French of my peribdkwho‘sfudiedﬁhytholqu éﬂd_iﬁ?QIQSykwas &
difference of emphasis and that personally I am willing to

ently, ' e African‘society, that
ptualizing the cardinal,
cast in

believe, apparently, aS‘I’d°! that th
Africa, has ways of its own, of conceptual
the state ¢f man, the conditiom of man, the view of man,
the language of wytholegy which also is the language of ouf .
Bible. Also, from my point of view, a mythological way of talke
ing sbout the same kind of thi ii,?he G@iaeSQ hgye‘their souserty
¢ but fundamentally there are




~'fthe

I am not dismissing the work of the French anthropologists who
made us aware, more clearly aware than we had been before, in
more detail, that there is that side also of the contribution
"of the African. You call it pre~capitalist, I call it pre-
'industrial or whatever you want, or traditional, intellectual
'lifé. Never for a moment forget that there was and is in any
so~called tribal society a development of significant intellec-
tualllife. I mean, I am simply saying that, well, I used to sit
ddwn and talk with the Tallensi elders. I was talking to people
who were thinking about themselves, thinking about the cosmos,
' thinking about life in the ways that were available to them;
partly mythological. We have already began understanding that.
VVNOWj my approach to Levi-Strauss; I think he has done a great
service to the intellectual life of the West and of the world’
while demonstrating what he called the mythologies of humanity
over a whole range of simple societies, are not just crazy
imaginings but are phenomena that have form, structure, signifi=-
cance and implications which we can find our way towards by
suggesting what I might call basic loss of the organization and
the meaning of these things. 4&bove all, I think Levi-Strauss
himself made & very important major contribution to this whole
business by his propositions that these mythologies are ways of
resolving contradictions Between the realities of life and death
which are human realities and the, could I say, aspirations of
mankind, the imagination of possibllity by this, in all an in-
valusble state of affairs. We w111 like to be immortal if we
know we cany we will all like %o be well glfted in all sorts of
things. Hev can we resolve thls dilemna? = And he has suggested:
And T think this is an 1mportant ‘suggestion; he suggested that
this isn't merely samethlng you find in sueh a place like
S America bt that this constltutes a form to human th1nk1ng
mechanism which therefore applies to the most exhalted types of

thinking as well as to the simplest types of thinking. So I
think he has dore & very 1mportant “job.
vFrench Ma x1sts,11ke Melllassoux,

Now when we come to the

: Terray, Copans and some of the
;peoplevl know personally whllst I was in Lﬁndon, yaung pecple, |




B bltter descriptlons of them frem observers.,

tion: Do you mean by rephrasing the available facts, or the

. available material or the availab1e ideas, this is something
new? Or do you make new discoveries? Now, do you think that‘
your Marxist way of presenting the kﬁown mgterials is brihging‘
up new discoveries of which wé did not know before? Or ip it.a
restatement? . And to this he said frankly that he thought it was
a restatement but that there was value in a restatement., I am
in favour of restating these things so that our attention is
drawn to possibilifies. I think fp some extent they are defi=
nitely wrong about some things and I will give you an example
where I think they are definitely wrong. One of the proposi-
tions which they have put forward is the notion of what they
call the lineage mode of productxon. But 1inéage in Africa is
never a producing organization. Llneage is an ideological and
familial organization. Yes. But production is-an activity in
permanent evolution like a man and his wife or wives. Lineage
may have some times the gemeral regulation of land but even this
is not always the case. The state, if we take the Akan sxstem,
is the overlord of the land. Lineage holds office. Lineage
arranges marriages. But I think there is not a lineage mode of
production, I .think thai is the simplest example; that they
have misunderstood the mature of the West Afrlcan 1lnea$95 I
know. But I must in another way Oppose them tooj 1 thlnk fhéy
missed out some things, I think one of the things they misged
out, for instance (is that when they include everythlng) you .
may say they made a long list of everythlng and they would llke
us to believe that you can explain the: occurrence. °f:ln5t1tu—'

tions always by going back ta an economlc bases - "1 have one or

two points whlch I am goang to argue wath them—abaut. 1I héyeu‘
other points in which T elaim thax in fact, wa 1n our langﬁage,
g use'of‘

in our own way observed the facts whlch they are makzn

now. Good 1uck.to thems . I tblnk there iz one problem more aéd
I thlnk that it 4s the

olcnlalism, )
ifige which

I an sorry that this prOBlem oecurss
unnecessary and irrelevant preoccupatlon wlth e

cOlonlallsm is-as past as the custom of human sacy
Wew Afrlca because there are

I mean we know
some af us have met and fi
We knaw that, that ;,

we know occured in many parts of:

: that th‘y occured 1n Ashantl, Dahomey;
"heard much older men who salﬁ “I saw that"

«happenea. S
o



‘We know that in Englend there were public¢ executions
in the 17th and 18th centuries. The last public execution was
for, I believe, sheep steéling. And in our 1life time we have-
had the Hitler holocaust. So there is no use pretending that
there 45 no withess~among mankind, black or white, in world
higtorj; sd,there is no uée, as it is,-harping on colonialism
embtionally ag the source of all the troubles. Let mektell you
one thing I have félt about colonialism: I am going to criticise
it like anybody else criticises anything in the past, intellec-
tuaily.“~Some three or four years ago 1 was watching the televi-
gion whén I think, it was Chinua Achebe, who was being interviewed
for the BBC by a young man, He was sitting by a window and as I
remembered, what happened was that, he was asked a certain ques-
tion about the Biafran War and so on. This young man was pushing
him in the ‘direction of saying something rhetorical about colo~
nialisw and Achebe was looking through the window and he turned
round and said to the young man something like: "You know if it
was not for colonialism I would not be talking to you in the
language of Shskespeare. Colonialism opened a window on the

~world to us". And one point is this, I think that side should
be looked at as well as those useful experiences which were un-
pleasant. Colonialism, which you are eriticising for what it

was in the colonies was an aspect of things that were going on
in the metropolis, too. .

QUESTION (PRAH)
AIb is. to be agreed by many people that colonialism had a double
edge, as it were. Marx in his writing on the effects of British
. rulg in 1ndia indicated that it was historically to be seen as,
an-impersonal development which on the one hand set in motion
the destruction of archaic ‘Asiatic; old Asiatic society, and on
thg;gghgr‘hané the establishment of Western society'in Asgia.
You have pointed out that one has to be dispassionate in under=
gtg%ﬁlﬁg the whole historical mechanism; the origins of man,
sgc;ety the y%ol; pbenomena of colenialisme. Well and good.
HQweVB?}'ln th;gtday anﬁ age, there are many people and observers
too, like me, whi feel that there is a new development in Africaj
a new form of colonielism in which some of the old mechanisms and
st;gstur363 for maintaining the economic, social and cultural
- relabionship esteblished long ago in the colonial period. ~They
, . 1 different forms being maintained. s
thie whole concept of neo-colonialism? .

. Well, it is obvious to me that you know more sbout this
And I don't know whether I have observations to make
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on that. I think again, I will say something like this: one of .
the great changes in the world scene in my life time is symbo-
lized in the fact that I can get into my home in Cambridge at
six O'clock in the afternoon or even later and that‘I“can be in
Accra at six Ofclock next morning instead 0£'16 or 17 déys at
sea. This is very aimplé, symbolized in fhe,condord—jEt age,
you seel The world is becoming much more of'whaé'énydne will
call one world. Communications, not merely physical communica-
tions but the fact that we are having discussions here, sitting
here in Lome, the three of us, academics, are having these disg«
cugsions, is part of what is going on in the world. Now I think
one has got to look at neo-colonialism without perhaps putting
aside one's passion, without putting aside one's moral partisan-
ship or one's moral allegiences but also with a clear head. I
don't know whether it complies with colonialism but whether it
complies with it or not, there are certain things that are going
on in the world that I don't like. I don't like, for instance,
(purely personal reasons) I find it objectionable that Europe

is rich and enriching itself because it can draw on the huge
labour resources provided by the poorer countries of the
Mediterranean and Africa. To me it seems there is something
wrong about that. I am not claiming that I follow its economics,
that I have got any good basis for it in figures, shatistics,
all those other things. I am only claiming that I, from my
point of view, don't. like it. Now; in so far as there are
similar things in what used to be the colonial- pmpive, I think =
they are objectionable, and sre to be critlclsed, to be talked-
why I
feel that way, for what reasonsy heaven knows only why: T still.

believe that one can help by atgu;ng ‘and talklng and persuad;ng
& generat;on

about. Here again, my personal: feellngs are involved,

and. putting in a case. The reason is that to- e,
‘ow Life-timei Per=

is a very small unit of time, just: like my’
ne next big step which is

haps in a generatlon you will get t
by the kind of thing that is

not going to be attained, I thlnk,
somg on m Angola now. ms is a pnrely ;gersanal views.

towards ﬁhe &né-, &
in - the coptext of

QJWEIl, ‘that was & very interesting statemenf .
by and 1t5 expans&en

~ Could you slightly elaborate, P tieular
“the existenc 6,'Santh Afrmca ang aparth,
Y,lnto Angola? o
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*%fh*'ause she came there With

ANBWER
Remember, it is not only South Africa which is expanding
into Angola. I think you will bear with me that the USSR is also
putting a lot of weaponry into Angola. It would be really diffi=-
cult to be too specific on this issue. I don't like it, all I can
say is that whoever is there and has not got the right to be there
. should not be there. I don't think the Russians should be there.
I don't think the Cubans should be there. I don't the South
Africans should be there. I think the Angolans should be left to
deal with their problems by themselves. The‘way in the end
Kenyatta was able to get the British out of Kenya when he said: "We
will deal with our own problems". They did mot kill all the white
settlers, as you know, and they achieved a way of life. South
Africa, I think, is in a very peculiar position and 1 am afraid
that there is a lot of ignorance about it. From my point of view,
- I think, the fact has to be accepted that the white South Africans
have nowhere else to go. They belong to Africaj; that is where they
are, They belong to Africa as much 25 an Bast Asian who came, to00,
belongs ‘to Africa. As much, I think as you belong to Africa. I anm
not enguiring about your background but, personally,.as much as you
do, they belong to Africa. The fact should be faced; that they
belong to Africa. In'my own lifetime there has been an enormous
change, I think, slowly, gradually and even reluctantly but it has
happened. Especially, the Africans of South Africa are trying te
understand . their own'ggstiny. In South Africa I think there has
been changes among the whites; fairly reluctantly, of trying to
come  to. terms with the fact that the black people of South Africa
_are poiential members, or already actual members of world civiliza-
tion. ‘I mean this is not the kind of change of heart which is
designated: UBrother, some to me". But the realization that we
must not wnderestimete what alveady existe in terms of their capa-
citiess their level of skills and so on in Black South Africa.
One of my proudest achievements is that, I was responsi
ble for bringing'out of South Africa,‘aqulu woman who had seven
chxldren, and enabllng her to. get a Pr Ds in the Unlver51ty of
,:Gambradge. .The flrst Black South kfrlcan woman ta get 8 hlgher
&egree.1 I feel very proué of that but it has only been pDSBl le

";1eVel of edncatlon which enabled
T to get a way wzth 1t.» 5o you See my 9051tlon abeut South

;,_Afrzca 15 1 really don’t know the answer. I entertaln the hope
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I still believe that there is room for talkking with them gradually,
glowly, that they would change. Fundamentally, it must be under-
stood that they cannot be driven out of Africa. I think they
would fight to the last stage; fight to die on the land. So I
think it is better, to come to terms. ‘
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