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In his preface, Mr. Harvey tells ue:
"All good macroeconomic textbooks
are set in the context of a part:l.-
cdar country ... it fJ.i7 difficult
to teach macroecOllol!licl!lin anglo-
phone Africa using British or.
American textbookS.
"The structure of African econo-
mies is so fundamentally d,ifferetlt
in some respects from the atru'c-
ture of, saYf the BritiSh economy,
that pa.rts ot established theory
simply do not apply and may indeed
be poeitively misleading"_ (})_x1ii)

Since much of macroeconomic theory hal!fbeen denl()~f4
and refined in the context of ad'vaxlced econolllieisand is littel'Od
with ceterie paribus reservations, quite rightly
points to the difficulties arising
tional macroeconomic textbooks in
economic and

"The sti~dElnt
learn a



the approach and contents leave much to be desired. By the
author's own admission, his approach is anything but original:

" •••it may be unfair to put a new
approach into something called a
textbook ••• On the whole I have
been slightly cautious. It is to
be hoped that future texts will
be able to be more adventurous ••• "
(p.xiv) (emphasis added).

Eyen though thb diSClaimer is a disappointing anti-climax to
the claims made in the earlier part of the preface, it does
illustrate the true state of the author's approach and craft.

What Mr. Harvey haa actually done in this slim volume
i.$ to graft on to the ccnventional elementary macroeconomic
the.orY eOlleCrude bututlef'ul data and intltitutional details
about the Zambian economY to explain, as he claims in the sub-
title, "the working of pretlent-day African economiee". Given
the eelf-illlposedlimitation of "the use of a mainly Zambian
context", the title as well as the sub-title of the book are
crude reilinders that African economies are identical - so much
80 that a book dealing exclusively with the economy of one
country (in this case Zambia) can without any qualm be labelled
as Macroeconomics fOr Africa and indeed be recommended as a
text for students at Universities in African countries as far
apart as Malawi and Nigeri.a.

There is yet another self-imposed limitation with
equally odd consequences. Since the author assumes nothing more
than tla knowledge of simple algebra and graphS", the method of
exposition is ~seentially verba1, with very moderate use of
arithmet.ic, graphe and .algebra.Calculus is not used at all
..ad ~hegrapbs a!'l:ddiagrams that are employed sparingly are not
difficult. In tact, the useo! mathematical analyei.s is limited
to threediagrl'l.lllsCot which the first two are the usual 4;0
diagrall!sof the eimple linear consumption function and the third
dep~ct.$ thePhil1ips curve), the Silllp1ea;1.gebra,of the multiplier,

.el,elllLentary~l~it;hll1!eticof 'present-Va:tl;le' ca.lcu1a:tions-
ilie.tb••atical



speaking African students in mind ... that .... have done all.
elementary introductory course in economics ••• 11 It is 1ndeed
difficult to beUeve that in this day and age a serious-lIl:l.nded
second-year eCQn~mics student at all.African University should
be considered, and deliberately encouraged to remain, a$ inno-
cent of-the mathematical techniques as Mr. Harvey appea~$ to do.
Have the instructors of economics at ,the Universities in anglo"
phone Africa and elsewhere been wasting the time they haye been
spending on insisting on knowledge of elementary mathematical
techniques as all.admission requirement and on continUAl!y up-
grading the level of mathematical analysis as part of training
in economics? Surely the author has be~n AWare of this trend
both at the University of Zambia and the University of BotsWe,nA
and Swaziland - the two institutiOlls'he was associated with in
recent years. If he were ever to produce a revised edition ot
hie book, it would be advisable to improve the presentation by
enlarging thfi!mathematical parts of analysis.

Any revised edition would also benefit bominclusioll
of a separate chapter on Economic Growth - an important macrO-
economic topic which for some unexplained reason is missing
from the present edition.

Who is likely to beneti t from this 1;oo1t? Any fit<bt
or second year undergraduate in Zambia who ha/!ldone an elelllen..,
tary course in economics either at a secondary school or
part of first year programme at the UniverJi:;ity. AlternativelY,
someone interested in the economy of Zambia would quick:!.yget
an idea as to ttle structure of ,that economy. :But 8pe<::i8.1ist
undergraduates at the African Unive~sities,including thoslJ
the University of Zambia, will be frustrated by the lack of
rigorous and in-depth exposition of ,even the tradit-ional subjeot-
matter of macroeconomics. - .

It i!!lsad that many Westerll (a.s weil as'&.81; European)
economists, including some lI1uch1I10reeminent than *1',.. HarVey,
continue to impose a rather loW academic standard tor African
students not only



power towards the writing of analytically rigorous textbooks
for Atricanetudents. One hopes that Mr. Harvey, in his next
textbook would be "llIoreadventu:rous" in trying to fill the gap
that 'e.xists. Unf.ortunat.ely, his present volume hasn't.

(Prof. N. Ahmad - U.B.S. Gaborone)

Eckhard Strohmeyer. Namibian National Bibliography.
1971 - 75 . Communications from
The Basel Africa Bibliography
Basel . 1978 • 242 pp

The Basel Africa Bibliography (BAB) has become Ii\. well-
known project which has gradually developed on the basis of a
highly specialised library concentrating on Afric~na in general
and Namibiana in particular. Several publications on geomorpho-
logical, hydrological, historical, and bibliographical topics
have been published by BAB in recent years, with most of them
written in German.

Th1slanguage has been used also in compiling. the NNB
which aims at listing "titles of monographs. pamphlets, journal
articles, and' similar documents of Namibian interest, published
anY'll1here'inthe worldll•

In his foreword, the author explains why he undertook


