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Charles Harvey . Macroeconomicé for Afiica .
Heinemann London . 1977 . 240 pp . £2.50

In his preface, Mr. Harvey tells us:

ALl good nacroeconomic textbooks

are set in the context of a parti-
cular country... it 1357 difficult
to teach macroeconomics in anglo-

‘phone Africa using British or )
American textbooks.

"Phe gtructure of African econo-
mies is so fundementally different-
in some respects from the sirucs
ture of, say, the British economy,
that parts of established theory
simply do not apply and may indeed
be positively m:sleadlng" (p.xiii)

Since much of macroeconomic theory hae been &avelapiﬁ
and refined in the context of advanced sconmomies and is littered
with geteris paribus reservations, Mr. Harvey quite rmghtiy
points to the difficulties arislng from the uge of the conven~.
t1onal macroeconomic textbooks in sxgnlf;cantly dlfferent sociﬁn

economic and institutional settlngs',

“The student is forced to read and
learn a great deal about the British .
or American ecomomy in crder to. :
understand the text; and the teacher
st spend a grest deal of time ex=

. plaining the differsuces between

- Western and African condatlons"

9 (PQXiii) ‘ : o L

in light of these obaervatzona as

of the book, one would have counted. upon Wr, Harvey ‘4o develop,
thacrzes that would be-

well as ﬂie ‘hi‘tle

in his textbook, certain macroeconomlc

_ more relevant to the part cular 5g¢io~eccn0mic ‘and iﬂsti*“*i°ﬁ?¥
at he makes g

Lose uch aware"f. It willt haweverg immedzaf&lx accur b Ve
7 remder that unfortunately Mr. Harvey stays far avay from this
i;{taak_ vheraaa the con¢eptiun,cf Hr. Harvey‘s baak iz admira&lesf~"
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the approach and contents leave much to be desired. By the
author's own admission, his approach is anything but original:

",,.it may be unfair to put a new
approach into something called a
textbook... On the whole I have
been slightly cautious. It is te
be hoped that future texts will
be able to be more adventurous..."
(pexiv) (emphasis added).

Even though this disclaimer is a disappointing anti-climax teo
the claime made in the earlier part of the preface, it does
{llustrate the true state of the author's approach and craft.

What Mr, Harvey has actually done in this slim volume
is to graft on to the cenventional elementary macroeconomic
theory some crude pbut useful data and institutional details
about the Zambian economy to explain, as he claims in the sub-
titlie, “the working of present-~day African economies®. Given
the self-imposed limitation of "the use of a mainly Zambian
context", the title ms well as the sub=title of the book are
crude reminders that African economies are identical - so much
20 that a book deaiing eiclusively with the economy of one
country (in this case Zambia) can without any qualm be labelled
as Macroeconomics for Africa and indeed be recommended as a
text for students at Universities im African countries as far
apart as Malawi and Nigeria.

~ There is yet apother self-imposed limitation with
equally odd consequences. Since the author assumes nothing more
than "a knowledge of Siaple algebra and graphs", the method of
exposition is essentially verbal, with very moderate use of
arithmetic, graphs and algebra. Caleulus is not used at all
and the graphs and diagrams that are employed sparingly are not
difficult. In fact, the use of mathematical analysis is limited
‘to three diagrams (of which the first twe are the usual y5°
diagrams of the simple lirear consumption function and the third
depicts the Phillips curve), the simple algebra of the multiplier
and rather elementary arithmetic of ‘present-vaiué' calculations.

: Lr. Hervey's assumpt;on concerning the mathematical
‘,B :k ‘ound o£ his readers 15, hewever, unreallstxc and paive,
:‘ eBpec1a11y =0 beeause he clalms that his “book is based on &
‘f seqen&~year caurse dn macro-eccno :cs;.. tanght for four years
‘“»i]ax the Bn;vera:ty @f zambxa“, and ”... is wrxtten with Engl1shw 5
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speaking African students in mind... that ..;. have done an
elementary introductory course in economics..." - It is indeed
difficult to believe that in this day and age a serions-pinded
second-year economics student at an African University shonld
be considered, and deliberately encouraged to remain, as inno-
cent of the mathematical techniques as Mr. Harvey appears Lo do.
Have the instructors of ecomomics at the Universities in anglos
‘phone Africa and elsewhere been wasting the time4they‘have bean
' spending on inseisting om knowledge of elémantary mathematical
techniques as an admission requirement and on continually up-
grading the level of mathematical analysis as part of training
in economics? Surely the author has been aware of this trend
both at the University of Zambia and the University of Botswana
and Svaziland - the two institutions he was associated with in
recent years. If he were ever to produce a revised edition of
his book, it would be advisable to improve the presentation by
enlarging the mathematical parts of analysis;

Any revised edition would also bepefit from inclusion
of a separate chapter on Economic Growth -~ an important macro=
economic topic which for some unexplained reason is missing
from the present edition.

Who is likely to benefit from this book? Any tivet

or second year undergraduate in Zambia who hasg done st ¢lemens
a secondary gehool or a8

tary course in economics either at
Alteynativelys

part of first year programme ab the University.
someone interested in the economy of Zambiz would quickly get
an idea as to the structure of that ecanomyt, But speclalist
undergraduates at the Africam Unzversmt;es, includ;ng those at
the University of Zambia, will be frustrated by the lack of
rigorous and 1n—depth expoéltzon bf even the traditzonal snbject-
matter of macroecanomicss . ;

It is sad that maﬁy Hestern (as vell a5 Easf Eurngaan)
g gome much’ more eminent than Hrs. Harvey,
continue to impose a rather low academic standard for African
students not only durlng thgzr teachlng spells at.Afri¢an fif B
Versztles but. also. thrcugh their textﬁnaks, many"ﬁf ﬁhich -
like the one. under‘rev;ew - EBTE glven pretantzoua and misiéading 3

';wtltleSa; What 15 needed ls 2 realloaatxon of €¢°n9mi“ hr&iaﬂr'”

economasts, 1nc1ud1n
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power towards the writing of analytically rigorous textbooks
for African students. vOné hopes that Mr. Harvey, in his next
textbook would be "more adventurous" in trying to fill the gap

that exists. Unfortunately, his present volume hasn't.

(Prof. N. Ahmad — U.B.S. Gaborone)

Eckhard Strohmeyer. Namibian National Bibliography.
1971 - 75 . Communications from
The Basel Africa Bibliography

- Basel . 1978 . 242 pp

The Basel Africa Bibliography (BAB) has become a well=-
known project which has gradually developed on the basis of a
highly specialised library cqncentrating.on Africana in general
and Namibisna in particular. Several publications on geomorpho=
1egical hydrological, historical and bibliographical tepics
have Been published by BAB in recent years, with most of them
urltten in German.

Thls language has been used also in compiling the NNB
whlch aims at llstlng "tltles of monographs, ‘pamphlets, Journal
artlcles, and “sinilar documents of Namlblan interest; published
anywhere in the world", "

In his foreword, the author explains why he undertook
thlsvcon51derable task of}eatabllshlng a kxnd of natlonal
“ babllography‘cf Vamit ] kHe mamntalns that the SHA Central



