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PLAY NOW TO ATTEND TURFGRASS CONFERENCES

Tthy Attend Turfuorass Conferences?

This question may be asked by Club O0fficiels, Superintendents, etce., who have
not had en opportunity to attend one of the educational schools, Certainly,
those who have attznded immediately recognize their value,

Authorities tell us that the rapid advances in all fieslds has mede it necessary
for all of us to kezp up~to=date with progress. Certainly, the Turfgrass ield
with the tremendous increase in research, new grasses, materials, equipment, and
etcs, since TWorld Wer II presents a challenge to any one associated with this
branch of agriculture.

Almost all of the Conferences are designed to
1, report significant phases in research on a local and national scale

2. present data or recommendetions on the use of new materials, gresses,
equipment, and etcs, and

3s« %To help evaluvate practicel applicetions of turfgrass menagement in
the field,

llearly all phases of industry and fields of agriculture in some way have adult
educationel progzrams, Certainly the field of turfsrass manazement is coming
into its own and must, therefore, keep abregst of all developmentse Other
fields of agriculture throughovt the United States have govermment supported
research and extension prosrems. The field of turfr-rass manegement, however,
must for the present maintein its own research and extension developments. The
attending of turfgrass conferences is a big step in accomplishing this tasks



Tips From the Florida Turfgrass Conference

lany discussions and several airticles have appeared concerning the mat formation

in turfe Dre J. 1. Watson, Jre, made a significant statement when he said that,
"Some mat is needed on most turf", Exactly how much is not knowne Jalie Latham, Jr,
reported findings from California that, at least, 2% nitrogen in all plants is
required for decompositions This indicates a need for the addition of nitrogen
materials along with other elements to establish the equilibrium which Viatson
pointed out was nezdede TVard ¥ood indicated thet the use of brushes helped
maintain a desirable equilibrium, It was reported that sod-bound conditions on
small areas had been restored to normal growth by the use of nitrogens

Due to the high amount of rainfall which normally exists in the Southeastern
United Stetes, this section of the country is considered to have abundant rain=-
fall for the production of turfgrass or other crops. Iioted exceptions, however,
have been the droughts experienced during the past three yeerss. Even during
ncrmal periods meny sections of the Southeast go through droughts which are
damaging to grasses. De Z. i/6Cloud with his "evapotrensparation" work in various
sections of Florida finds that enough rainfall is obteined for good plant growth
without irrization only for short periods of the years Thus, irrication should
pay dividends for many Clubs in the Southeast which once thought they had ample
rainfalle The amount of water required to wet different soils to a depth of

10 inches is strikinge For instance, it takes 1" of water to wet safid toesas depth
of 10", 1 3/4" is required for loam, and 2 - for clay. The amount of water
required depends upon the sesson of the year, type of plant, depth of roots, type
of soil, penetretion of water, and etes Col, iard, like many superintendents,
wondered vhy dry spots cccurred on putting greens shortly after irrigation end, if
he was gettinz cood distribution from the type of sprinklers useds Thorough
checking of the sprinklers indicated that some threw the majority of water within
six feet of the sprinllers, while others had a dilferent pattern. Correcting

this condition hes helped to overcome one of the irrication problems for Cols Warde
Irrigetion and water reguirements of plants is a.EBmplica¥ed subject,

All turf producers ere interested in the economical production of satisfactory
turfzrass, A prectical requirement for plant growth in the Southeast is fertili=-
zatione Turfgrass cannot be maintained without the application of plant nutrients.
The storehouse for these nutrients is the soil and soil tests point the way to
increase the build=up of nutrients in the soile Your Regional Director pointed
out the results of soil analyses from several golf clubs indicating that 95% of
the putting greens sampled had & sufficient to excess emounts of phosphorus,

while 65% of the same rreens were deficient in potash, 257 of these greens sampled
had soil pH's below 6.0 and could use additional limees Dr. Gene I'utter indicated
the following as important in determining the fertility requirement of grasses:
the type of grass, variety manacement, season of the year, and veristy growth
differences,

In discussing some of the turfgrass problems Dr, Fred He Hull reminded us all
that sometimes the turf owner is the bizgest problems This is true because the
turf owner or producer fails to meet the minimum requirements for zrowths



Fany tips on the identification and control of turfrrass pssts were givene. One
whieh r'its into the ooming season was thet discases cennot alweys bz identified
by symptomse Brown patch or dollar spot symptoms may be caused by orcanisms not
generally associsted with thess diseases, The article, "Important Diseases of
Rye Crass Greens", appesring in the turf manexemsnt section of the September
1954 issue of the USGA JOURNAL should bz good readinz for most turf rroducers
for ths conting season.

There is much intercst in the uss of pre-emsrgent herbicides for thz controel

of weeds in existing turf and in newly planted areas, During the field day =at
the Florida Confersnce plots spreyed witn § to 10 pounds per acrs-of malede. ..
hydrizide prevented seed lLead preductiocn in bahnia zrass (grass resenmbling Dallis

£rass),

There is No Monopoly on Enowledgs

Meny new developments and problems are discussed or demonstrated at turfroreass
conferencese A small sample from a Conference is given lierein to renind all that
plans should be rade to perticipate in a local or The 27th National Turfrruss
Conference and Show to be held February 7-10, 1958, at Lonz Eeach, Salifornias.
The Southern Turferass Conference, Fsmphis, Tenn., is held in early sprirz;

the Southeastern Turferass Conference, Tifton, Georzia, is held esch April; and,
the Florida Turfrrass Conference, University of Florida, Gainesville, fleorida,

is held iu Auncgust,

Regional Turf Servicz is For Yowr Club

Beginning April 1, 1954, ths United States Golf Association Gresn Section, in
cooperation with the Southern Golf Associdtion and the Georjzia Coastal Plain
Experiment Station, opened the Southeastern Green Section Gffice at Tifton,
Georziae It is the purpose of the Southeastern and other Repional Offices
established threushovt the eountry to insure that new-developmerts and standard—
information ere promptly available to rclf courses and to promote turf ressérche
Establishment of the Southeastern Green Section Office has graetly strencthened
the Southeestern Turf Prosram. Apcroximately 100 courses now are members of the
Southeastern Regiongl Turf Service end more spniicetions are beinc roceived,

You have an opportunity to see the lai-out at Tifton and become familier with
Turfgrass work for the Southeest durinz the 10th Southeastsrn Turfrrass Conference
to be held gt Tifton, Georzia, April 11-12, 1956s Any supgmestions thet you may
offer which will edd to the effectiveness of the prozram will be gratefully
accepteds Nark these dates on your calendar today end meke your plens to

attend a Turfgrass Conferencea,
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