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MINISTER'S RTUDY.

CHAPTER 1
THE WEDDING
Ox a brig ng e, M, B——,
the minister of llage of A in
was sitling it
openrwindow. His eyes were directed to-

his thoughts

ward the distant hills; but

were upon themes having 2 connection

with the scenes before him, He had
cently buried a beloved daughter, The
plain head-stone at her grave, whither, at
night-fall, often repaired to weep and
pray, told the passer-by that she was but
nine years ¢

»when she was ealled
feom earth.

s previous to that solemn
event, she had led the life of a Chris
‘While her parents mourned over the wreck
of their earthly hopes, they had for their
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consolation the firm belief that she was
with her Saviour. My young reader, if
you should speedily be called away from
earth, would your friends have the same
consoling belief respecting you ?

The minister, as he sat before the open
window, was thinking of his beloved Eliza
in heaven. He had fixed upon his plan
for educating her. He had resolved th
her fine intellect should be ecultivated willi
the utmost care, for the service of her Sasl
viour. . Those plans could now never be
executeds, The scene of her education
was changed from earth to heaven. He
thonght of the great advantages of the
change to her, Her intellect was now
expanding in the pure regions of eternal
truth; her heart, beneath the immediate
smile of God,

While ocoupied with thounghts like these,
a tap was heard at the study door. He
arose, and opened the door. Janette, the
hired girl, stood before him, with an arch

smile upon her countenance. % There is

a couple below,” said she, « who wish to

see you,”




they 7" s

How

B

iid Mr

nd

r
Fer-

# Stephen

“ Ask them to walk up to the s
Mrs. B. to come;

yonrself, il you

and you 1 me

form her errand. Ttwas
n hand. Who

wonld willingly fail to witness the cere-

Janette ran to pe

plain that a wedding was

moty? Not Janette, certainly, if she had

permission to be present.  So she he

ed to smooth her hair, and to put on

clean apron, and then toc just
within the door of the after
Btephen and Louisa, 3., had

"l!’\'ﬁ’!‘v
Mr. B. recéived Louisa very much as
one would receive daughter.  After a

few rds of conver: the blessing

of God was sought, and the ceremony of

marriage performed.

Phe newly united pair then repaired to
ameal house, small indeed, but comfort-
able, which had been en

d by young

Howard, in anticipation of what had now

taken place,
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<1 hope,” said Mrs. B., “that it will

prove a happy marri

« There is every reason to believe it
will? said Mr. B. ¢ They appear 1o have
formed their union under the influence of
a strong attachment for each other, and in
the fear of God. Providence has, I trust,
provided a good home for Louisa, and a
good wife for Hows

Some account of young people
whose earthly destinies had thus been
united, may not prove uninteresting to the
reader,

Louisa Ferris was the daughter of a
day-laborer, Mr. Ferris was a man
of feeble capacity, and of feeble health,
He was a y amiable, upright man,
though poverty was his portion during his
whole life. His amiable character and
gentle manners won the heart of a your
woman who was quite his superior in i
tellect and energy. People were surprised
that she should marry him, though all
agreed it was the best thing for him. It
was thought 1wce would
turn his industry to a better account than
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formerly; and that thus they would pass
through life without
But it was so ordered

iately alter her marriage.

suffering from want
{hat her bealth failed
In

their poverty soon became

almost imme

consequence,

extreme, When Louisa was born, the

charity of the neighbors supplied her w ith

necessary to keep her from pe rish-

thing
ing, After a long time, the mother re-

covered sufficient strength 1o bestow some

care upon her babe, but she could do no-
‘he

thing for the support { the family.
father did all, perhaps, that was in his
@

power; but the benevolence of the neig
juent requisition in

bors was pat in fr
their behalf.
As there seemed to be no pri

their being able to support themsely
aid of the public was bestowed.
became indebted, for a portion of their
support, 1o the legal provision made for

the poor.

It was a bitier thing, both for the father
and mother, to come upon the town; t
is, to take the position of public paupers.
But stern necessity was upon them, and

!




12 THE MINISTER'S STUDY

they bowed t but not with Christian
were not partakers

in Chris

submi

of the

Jesus, The

spirits of the fa ik under his sense

of degr ed rapidly.

tion. ]fh health fai

As it was plain that he was
the tomb, Chris

n friends called upon
him, and eouversed with him respecting
the things pert: futare life. He
said but little to them—not enoug

ining to

enable ther

to form any definite opinion,

whether 1 he

» had & hope in Christ ere
departed, or not. He died, and his w
was left a widow

Her sufferings, from a sense of her de-
keen than

his; but she bore up under them, for th

graded situation, were not le

sake of the helpless being in her arms.
She used every means of support in her
power, She led an anxious and troubled
life, till her daughter about six y
old. Disease then fastened upon her
Iu
w

2ard

gs, and she died of consumption. It
s hoped that her affliction
tified to her conversion, During the last
two years of her life,

'Te Sane-

she seemed to mani-
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fest Christian submission. When she

parted with her child, though the struggle

was exceedingly painful, she committe

on of the or-

her to the e and prote

phanp’s €
The C
ho was poor in t

igh
igh-

ristian compassion ol a

s world’s goods,

bor,
but rich in faith, gave Louisa a home in
his hamble family. He had two children

of his own,—a little girl about Louisa’s
age, and a boy two or three y

Mr. and Mrs. L
orphan with

youn,

treate:

the young

indness. They tr

to do for her what they would wish others

ghte

to do to their own dax r, in case she

should be left an orphan. Leouisa, young
as she was, fully
She was

ppreciated their kind-
d to

v her actions. She

nes! rateful for ity and tri

show her
loved Mr:
she could not feel tow

very much; but still

rd her as she used

to feel toward her own mother, She
’ because she was

called her “mothe

re-

quested to do s0; bat it always gave her
pain to apply that w
her who was wa:

rd to any one except
ting in the grave,
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al of care of the
he could in that

She fook a great de
little boy, thinking (hat
way best assist Mrs. L— and repay her
for her kindnes For her adopted
she felt less affection. Susan, for that

her name, was not a very

She did not like to have her parents treat
d her. She

another as well as they trea
was jealous of the poor orphan, and, in
consequence, sometimes treated her with
neglect and unkindness.

It is hard to love those who treat us un-
Kindly, but
set us an example in this matter. He
loved ‘tho: d h

cause. 'There is a way of

can be done. Our Saviour

without a

ho

1g those

who do not love us. Louisa discovered
She felt that

she

it by accident, as it we

she did not love Susan. She felt th

was treated unkindly by her. But she re-
he kindness of her mother, and
Ily for her

membered

it Susan

resolved 10 ry kinc

ake

atehe liked Susan mu

She did =o, and after a time,
h better than
g 0 two

mother's
foun:
she did at first. © This was ov
canses :—first, her constant kindness 10-
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ward Susan, had a tenden render

So more amiable. Then that constant
ki

ward Susan the feelings «

aken to-

adness had a tendency

it was

the appropr expression. If you wish

to know how 1o love those whom you now

d

ke, enter upon a course of persevering
rd them, for Christ's sake.

1oy

kindne:

T'has you may, like the blessed J , love

those the te you.

At what precise age Louisa
heart to the Sav
writer. She had her mother's Bi

s not known to the

sle, which

ad. She often retired for

she loved 10
secret prayer, from the time of her mo-

ther's death onward. At school her con-

duct was a model of proj

ty, and when,

at the age of fourteen, requested her

mission to offer her-
n to the Church of Christ,

n was readily grar

adopted mother

self for admiss

that per

f that she was
a member of the spiritual body of Chri

the confident be

Not long after her union with the visi-
ble Church, her adopted fath
decline. The care und affection of Louisa

1 into &
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were a great comfort 10 him, as he de-
seended gently and calmly to the place
appointed for all ing. He left her
his dy blessing, which i¢ often of more
value than treasur salth,  Soon after
his death, Liouisa perc at the cir-
cumstances of the family rendere >d it ne-
y shounld not only cease to
in_any degree a burden, but that, if
ible, she uld len 1 to their

An opportunity of so. doing

offered.  She took serviee in the

family of o ueighboring farmer. . The

larger part of her wag she appropriated
to the assistance of those who had re-

ceived her when helpless and destitute.
Her noble conduet becoming known,
many friends were the consequence ; and
her lot, though loilsome, was a& contented
and happy on¢
‘When she We

age, she became the object arlic
attention on the part of a young man, who
bad recently sef wp in business in the
place as a me chant. He was a young
man of fine personal appearance, and of
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prepossessing manuners, but be had not the
sat of God before his eyes. He heeded
not the Sabbath-day, and he dealt out the
liguid poison that carried desolation and
1o many families in the community.

It was with deep regr 1at some of

friends of Irvin saw his marked attent
to Louisa. They feared that she might
form a conneotion that would be fatal to
her Christian character.  But they knew
not the strength of her Christian princi-
ples. She was not one of those that * help
the ungodly, and love them that hate the
Lerd.” 2 Chron. xix, 2. She declined an

alliance with him, notwithstanding the

temporal advantages held out by the pro-

posed connection. This was an occasion
of surprise to many, and of joy 1o the
faithful few.

Her devotion to Christian principle did
not long go without its reward. The fact
that she had declined the addre of the
young merchant, (which was made known
by the young man himsell,) came to the
ears ol Stephen Howard, the son of an
honest farmer, who had brought up his
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children to respect character more than
station or property. He bad often seen
Lionisa, and was pleased with her personal
appeara. for she wag possessed of no
inconsiderable share of beanty. The fa-
mily in whose service she was engaged
were among her warmest friends, and were
unqualified in their praises He was salis-
fied that she sympathized with him in her
views and feelings in regard 1o the great
end of life. He carefully cultivated her
acquaintance ; and when his proposal for
aunion for life was made and accepted
he felt assured that hewas in possession
of her heart's b affections,

When they left the minister's study, they

repaired, as has already been stated, to the

house which had been previously pre pared
for their reception. It was a small hous
Tt contained on the first floor one larg
room, & small bed-room, and a pantry. It
was plainly furnished ; yet it was to be
the abode of happine

The first act of the newly married cous
ple, after they crossed the threshold, was
to kneel and consecrate the house and
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themselves 10 God.  They blessed him for
bringing them together in his fear. They
besought him to take up his abode with
them in their lowly dwellir

Phey were happy. Their own hands
ministeréd to their necessities, and were
ever ready to be stretched out in aid of
those who vete in want. ~ They envied
not those on whom a wise Providence had
bestowed a larger portion of this world's
goods. They were content to be free from

want, and to have a title to an inheritance

which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that
fadeth not away. 1 Peter i, 4

Reader, is your condition an humble
one? Do you live in a plain dwelling
and is the labor of your hands requisite t
your support ! Never suffer a murmuring
or an envious thought to : > in your
mind. You are in a condition which al-
lows of as high a degree of happiness as
can be enjoyed upon earth. 1 hesitate not
10 say, that there are more happy persons
in your condition than in any other.

‘I'he minister often visited the neat and
pleasant abode of those whom he had
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united for weal or woe. Never did he
leave that fireside \nu-um fnclmg grateful
to God for the provision made for the hap-
piness of his creatures, through the gospel
of his Son,—for the providence which had
cast his lot ina land where industry meefs

with its sure reward; where a lack of
wealth is no bar to respect and happiness.
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CHAPTER IT

FRIENDSHIP

& My son,” said Mr. B. to his son William,
% T have not seen you with young D—

lately: what is the reason ?”

% We are not as good friends as we
used 1o be,” said William,

& To whose fault is it owing that your
friendship has been impaired 7

% Tt was not my fault.”

“¥ou think so; bat, perhaps, he may
think otherwise. Our self-love, you know,
is apt 1o render us blind to our own fanlts,

“T know it is, sir; but T have looked at
my conduct toward him very carefully,
and I cannot see that T have treated him
unkindly in any respect.”

“What has led him to withdraw him-
self from yon 7

“He avoids me because P- tells
him to.”

% What inducement has P. to act in
that manner 7

“He does not like me.”
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« Have you given him any cause o dis-
like you?”
# No, sir; 1 have not given him any

just . he made use of bad languoage,
and I reproved him; and he burt one of
the litile boys, and I 1old him if he did not
stop, 1 would tell his father of him, and
that made him angry, and he will mot let
D come to see me, or have anything
to do with me; and he has set nearly all
the other boys against m

And do you feei sure, after careful
self-examination, your own conduct
in the matter has bl‘vu “correct ?

# “('\ bil’l‘

« Very well ; then do not give vnurwlf
any trouble about the temporary coldness
with which you are treated. It will soon
pass away, if you adhere to the right.
P——'s influence will soon pass away,
and you will be the more respected for
your firm adherence to |mnmph 2y

«Tt is rather hard to have all the boys
against me.”

« T know itis; bat this world is & world
of probation. We are placed in such eir-
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cumnstances, in the providence of God, to

try us, In a world in which Satan }
much power, we must expect Oppos
and enmity, when we would do right
There is this consolation—God is for the

right. He looks with approbation upon
those who do right. No act, springing
from a good molive, escapes his notic

shall fail of its reward. When men do
not give us their approbation for doing
our duty, we must be content with the ap-
probation of God. I was once placed in
circnmstances someswhat similar to those
in which you are now placed. When I
was a boy, and went to school, there were
several boys that used at times to give me
trouble. They did not belong to religious
families, and their influence was almost
always on the wrong side of every ques
tion that came up. I remember on one
occasion, they formed a plan to rob a poor
widow of some harvest pears. She lived
in a house that sicod in a field, at some
distance from the road. In her garden
there stood a fine pear-iree, whose fruit
ripened about harvest-time. The boys I
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have ‘reference to, designed to go and
shake the tree in the dead of night, and
thus rob the poor widow,

plan with the influence

and suceeeded in getting so many ol the
boys to discountenance ity that the formers
of the plot were constrained to pretend to
give itup. As Idid not believe that they
had relinquished their design, 1 went, just
before night, to the widow, and advised
her to gather her pears, as they were about
ripe, and I assisted her in gathering them.
One of the conspirators passed through the
field while we were busy picking up the
pears. Whether he passed that way by
accident, or whether they suspe¢ ed my
design, and kept watch upon me, T do not
know. The next day, when 1 went to
school, nearly all the bo: avoided me. [
could not tell what was the reason, though
I suspected it was owing 1o the influence
of those whose wicked plans I had been
the means of thwarting. The few boys
who were willing 1o play with me, soon
joined the mujority, and I was left aloned
% What did you do "
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« 1 ncted very foolishly and wickedly. 1
got angry ™ the boys lor their unjust
treatment, and, in consequence, received &
larger share of ill-treatment for my pains”
« How long did the boys keep alool

from you "
«1.do not recollect. It was for some

time, and T was 2 good d troubled

re you sorry for what you had

«] was sorry I got angry; but I was
not sorry that T had resisted evil, and pre-
vented the poor widow from losing her
property. After a while, the distance of
the boys wore and it finally cam
that a great many false st
told about me. When it Wi found the
they were all false, I rather think T stood
higher in the estimation of the sehool than
1 did before. The circumstance » became
known to the people of the village, and 1
received considerable aftention from those
whose respect was valuable, The lesson
thus' early taught me ¥ a very impor-
tant one. I found that the true way 10
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get along, and to comt

vd the respect
and esteem of men whose respect and

esteem &

rih having, was always to

adhere to the right. It will secure the

greatest number of friends in the end. It
at once the friendship of Ged.
aluable than the

will secu

Surely that is more

world !’

friendship of the whol
« The Bible does not say as much about
friendship as 1 should think it would.”
« Let us be careful not to sit in judg-
ment upon the Bible, and decide what it

It

and what it onght not, 10 say.
been objected to the Bible ¢

ision for human friendship,

ot
oug

has

makes no pre
but rather discountenances it. ‘The charge,
I hardly need say, is utterly fals

« How does the Bible make provision

for friendship

“ By purifying the bearts of men, and
causing them to possess such qualities as
ken affection.”
w it purifies the heart, and com-
1other, and

are adapted 10 aw:

“ 1 kn
mands Christiang 1o love one 3
but it bas always
ans were reés

their enemies als

seemed to me, that Christi
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Il alike. Inorder to friend-

quired to love !
be loved betier than

ship, some must
others. Does the Bible forbid 1
“ 1 do notknow, si
«Tt does not, \\"- have the example
of our Saviour to justify us in forming pe-
There was one of his

caliar attachments.

disciples whom Jesus loved abovs all the
rest. Who was it?”

“ John”

# Ye: Johm ia called the disciple

¥
whom Jesns loved; not because he did
pot love them all, but because he felt for
him a pecaliar affection.

#To what was that peculiar affection
owing, do you think "

1 presume the friendship which Je

sus
y

felt for John, was owing to his peculia
amiable natare. ‘That he had a heart
formed for affection, app wost clearly
from his writings.”

# 8o far from its being required of us to
Jove all alike, God has so made us that it
is impossible for us to love all alike.  We
can love all that belong to Christ, for his
gake ; but the degree of our affection must

ars
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be modified by the qualities which they
exhibit. = We cannot love a Christian
whose temper is not pleasant, and whose
manners are rough, as well a8we can love
one whose temper is sweet, and whose
manners are gentle.  Similarity of taste
has also a modifying influence upon our
attachment.”

“Do you think there are many real
friends in the world?”

% Yes, and there will be many more
when the religion of Christ has a wider
influence. The human heart was origi-
nally formed for friendship. The religion
of Christ overcomes the depravity which
is in the way of disinterested attachment,
and lays the foundation for the friendships
which do exist. We cannot be happy
unless we are beloved by others. If we
obey the law of God, we shall certainly
have friends.”

«Ts not doing right obeying the law of
God ™

# Y eg

“Some persons get enemies by doing
right”
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& [ know they do for a time; and they
secure the [riend-

get friends also.  The,
ship of One whose goo 1-will is of more
value than the whele material universe.”
« I have observed, that some who seek
friends the most, do not sneceed in getting

them.”
“ That is true ; becans

it is plain that
fish purposes.

they seek to please for s
The best way to please men,the best way
to gain, their friendship, is not to make the
possession of their good-will a direct ob-
ject of pursuit; but to seek to please God.
He whe makes it an object of the ntmost

care to please God—he who secks 10 ac-

quire the meekn , andgentleness, and
purity, and benevolence, which are pleas-
ing in His sight;—will be sure to please
men—will be sure to be beloved by his
fellows.”

“ 1t seems singular that they should
please men by not trying to please them.”

“There is a difference between not try
ing to please them, and trying to please
God. 1 would vot have men treated with
neglect and indifference, but 1 would have
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s one would treat those

them freated just
mmend themselves to

who a
God by a careful perfo
™

are ac
their fellow-men. Men do not love or

> trying to ¢
ance of his will.

will thus acquire the qualities which

apted 1o call forth affection from

hate by an act of will. They love or

ing as they perceive good or

hate accol
bad qualit
«We onght to use caution

s in the person concerned.

n the for-
mation of our attachmer We are lia-
ble to be deceived, Young persons are
apt 1o be very hasty in forming their at-
They fancy their friend pos-
ble good quality ; soon

tachments,
es every pos
heir mistake, and complain
They have no right to
if they deceive them=

they find out

of being dec

in; that

comy
selves.
# Friendship, in order to be enduring,
must be formed on Christian principles. Tt
actoally pe

must be the result of quali
sessed by the object of it.  But while we
ve good qualities in out
achmenty
expect perfection. We

must require positi

basis of ounr

friends,

we must not
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nd be ready
We must not ex-

must bear with their faul
to forget and to forgive.
pect too ranch from earthly friendship.

There is only one, Being on whom we
can rely with perfect confidence.”
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OHAPTER 111
THE BICK-CHAMBER

ing record is from the journal

Spent the day in visiting. Had an
g with young

opportunity of conv

F—— alone. 1 found it

{ his mind had |
been, for some months, impressed with the
i

religion. When 1 urged

importance of

vd, there

him to decide at onc for
. which

ed to be a diffieulty in the way
ald not get him 1o make known to me.

|
The Lord deliver him from the spares of

an.
T'he

was one of painful

sequent history of young E—

It appears
of his
the

intere

that the main difhict

entering
faet that
<ind of secret S0CIE

young
ssor of relis

yromise. One

men ol
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anwarily drawn in; still, those

ull’l‘. was
who had org d the
had the chief influence in it, were those
who had not the fgar of God belore their

i could not be-

society, and who

come & Christian s s he continned 1o
altend the nightly meeti

He felt ashamed to withdraw

as & reason, the fact that he

mined to secure the salvation of his soul
So he kept on struggling with his con-
science, till its reproaches became nore
and more feeble, and at length ceased
together. Then he became one of t
leaders of the society, and was the autl
of gome measures of iniquity more hei-
nons than any which had been proposed
by those from whose influence he would
once have fain been delivered.

He soon ceased 1o attend meeting upon
the Sabbath. Oeceasionally he would come
in, with sevel others like himself, after
the services had commenced. Oftentimes
they would rise and leave in the midst of
a solemn appeal from the minister, or of a
fervent prayer.




34 THE MINISTER'S STUDY.

He thus went on, waxing worse
1ill bis ca

nigh hopeless. It w

vas regarded

or: =
s troe that he ab-

ained from intoxigating eup,
was the only thing that encourag
hope that he would not become
viety.  Tho
re drunken as well

and a pest 1o s¢

as never known that he vio-

~dge which he had taken to

purpose sufficient 1o enable him to with-

stand cat o temptation, should lack
er follc the s of his
judgment and conscience with respect to

his brightest interests? But so it wa

1d indoce him fo
the

No art of persuasion e
partake of the

idicule 1

cup, ye

1o relingnish
)

vas it 56 2

fear ¢

the pursuit of salvation,
In the one case, the idea of religion was
involved, and nol in the other. He could
be
ledging Chr
Christian. Men are sooner ashamed of

acknow=

& man with

He could not thus be's

a temper




Christ, the glory of the universe, than of
anything else. What a proof of the entire
depravity of the human he

About three years after the record above
quoted was made in the minister's journal,
he was called by the friends of young
E—— 10 visit him in his sick-chamber.
He found him quite ill, but the physicians
had not decided what was the nature of
his disease. Mr. A spoke to him kind-
Iy, but the young man seemed ashamed
to see him, as well he might be, The
minister gave him an affectionate exhorta-
tion, and kneelin
offered a fervent |
it was plain that
life as in danger,
chamber of sickness, and had ncquire
inconsiderable skill in judging with re
1o the nature of dise He wa
fident that the disease wuder which young

E. was laboring, wasdangero
he was the m
the safety of his soul.

When he had withdrawn, the
man remarked, % 1 wish he

hence
re in earnesl in praying for

young
iad not come,
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id his mother, # do you not

y for
well enough but I do not

¥ wish him 1o make m¢ think 1am goingto
w He w u to be p -,.mwl o dies

1o die soon or nol,

Whether we

n a few hoursibe .m;.d«»x:.nr:\!\v
fle was then satishe ] as to the disease.
His opinion ¢ ide that of the
Siill,the appearance

and while he alarmed

NEYe some-

min
what favorable

hem what the disease

them by inlorming

uring

calmed their fears by

he
hat there wasa prospect of a speedy

= which

T'he solemn and anxious thought
(he visil of th r had aw akened in
\d of the sick man,
of retarning be

had been a day

the mir were dissipated

the

and bad
in

until late at night,

wnd had fo
m a knock at his

wotten his cAres

door aroused




pim. He' arose,

dow.
« My, B— is dyin

id a well-kno

«nd heart, for he
ness another death-t

reached the door, and,
he heard the voice of wee ping. * Hov
 said he. The weeping mot!

your son
seized his
drew bim quicldy to

#The doctor says the
gaid she, Do pray for him.”
man turned, a

108 hie entered the room, and
the bed of the sufferer.

ANy

s no hoj

1 to-
the bed-
nor did his
Mr
his

He

The young

e stood by

T'd

ward the mini
gide, but spoke not ¢
countenance betray much
A made some inquiri
feelings, but he gave
hardly seemed to b

# Cannot the doctor do gomething for

me ™ said he.

He was told that his case was
He turned hi
he 'wonld nerve himself to

face to the wall,
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To the questions of the minister and of

no answer.

ends, he wounld gi
ked if he should be prayed for,
he gave hi
but no other words fell from his lips. - The

sent with some eagerness ;

minister prayed for him @
but felt that he had li
ecause of God’s unwillingness

»ncouragement 1o

doso; noth
to hear, but of the state of the young man's
mind.

» stayed with him till he breathed his
1t aeourred just as the first

That eve
¢ of light began 1o appear in
the east.  As be left the afflicted family,
and set ont for his dwelling, he could not
but feel that there was no hope for the de-
parted soul—ithat another soul had been
Jed 1o the regions of darkness True,
¢ his fellow, nor
but to all ho-

ad

for man to jud

itis n
to limit the mercy of God}
man appearance, the unhappy yonng man
died in despair.

Is the case just des ed an uncommen
? ihat is, are there few who die, and
e that they haye

gone 10 he aven? Alas! it is net anuns

ori

one

leave no reason to hoj
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common case.

weep over the deat

to a close

had their probation brought 1
while the gre: s unperformed.
Reader, it may be sowithyou. Your friend
led 1o weep over your death-
yu effecta-

may be cal
bed of desp:
ally guard og
repentance and faith in Christ.
looking forward to a death-bed repent-
ance? Will yon EpEmj your days in
a course of sin, trusting that you, like
the penitent thief, will find mercy in your
of God:

See toitt

sinst so awful an event, by

Are you

extremity ? Remember the wo!
 Because I have called, and ye refused;
1 bave stretched out my hand, and no man

e have set at naught all

regarded ; but
my ecounsel, and would none of my re-
proof : I also will laugh at your calar
and mock when your fear cometh. When
your fear cometh as desolation, and your
destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when
distress and anguish cometh upon you,
then shall they L apon me, but I will
not answer; they shall seek me early, but
shall not find me Prov. i, 24-28,
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OHAPTER 1V

THE REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONER.

Anone those who attended upon the min-
istry of Mr. A—-:) was Mr, 8—j an
aged pensioner. He had served his coun-
try in the war of the revolution. He made
frequent visits to the minister, who was

ed 10 sce him. He was rich in

alw! pl
jstian experience, and with such Mr.
A—— deemed it profitable to have fre-
quent intercourse. Mr, S8—— still lived
with the wife of hi¢ youth. His children
were well settled in life, He was'possess-
ed of property (the froit of his own indus-
try) sufficient for his support. His pension
he uniformly devoted to benevolent ob=

jeets.

& Mr, S——" said the minister one day,
as they were sitting together; “you have
never given me the history of your early
religions life. ¥ should like to hear some
account of the way in which you were led
avionr, if you feel free to speak ot

to the §

the subject.”
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«Q yes," gaid Mr, 8——; “you will

find that old people are always ready to
talk about what happened to them when
It is natural to t
over past
, ¢ Thou shalt
b the Lord thy

they were young.

Be

years. The good book
remember all the way W

God led thee? * Deut. viii, 2.

#Your parents, I believe, were pions.”
# My mother was & professor of religion;
but my father wos not. T har dly know

a very

ides, it i= useful for us to

what to think of him, He was a
upright, kind man, and had a great respe
for religion : but & man may be all that,
and yet lack the one thing needfnl. Bome-
times T used to think he was a Christian;
and then again, 1 was constraine; »d 10 think
he was not.  He never professed religion.
1 was not with him when he died. He
was not able to ¢onverse much during his
Jast sickness. When the minister asked
him if his peace was made with God, he
gaid, *1 am afraid not’ Tt is an aw ful
thing to stand on the brivk of eternity, and
beé afraid that we are not prepared to enter
it. My father's influence over me was
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good, so far as it went. He taught me to
respec Sabbath, 1o attend mL‘L‘hil'_’, to
ghun company, and to be stricily
honest. 1 do not know that his example

was ever in my way at all. My mother
aying woman : her inflnence over

was a pl

me was very strong. She died when I
was fourteen, ‘I'hat, and my going into

the army two years afte rward, came prett,

near cansing my ruin”
« You were not converted before your

mother's death ?

 No, certainly not. Ihad a great many
do not remember the
n,

serious hours, and I
day that 1 neglected to pray: I me
previous to. her death. My conscience
tender, and 1 took pleasure in

was very
ending meeting, espec ially in company
And that leads me to
I wish you would

with my mother.
notice a thing,
ak about in your preaching. Some
y al meet-

spe

good peaple, seging me s0 steady
ing, took up the idea that 1 was a Chris-

{ian, and tried to make me think I was,

I could see that my mother did ot think

so, and so their {alk with me did not do
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but there was a boy who
used to be with me a good deal, and I
think they did him great injury by their
well-meant, but ill-ja
He began 1o think he w
finally made a profession
after
his brother and sister
did not have any effect up: ,nhu 1, becanse,
e took it for grante l
a Christian. He
He went off 10

me much harm ;

encour
3 Chri
ligion. Soon

ich

stinn,

» came a reformation, in
converted, It

as it seemed to me,
that he was alres
finally turned out badl
the west; and the last I
was keej shop there. 1 think
that if God has [orgiver
has taken away his stony
he will find

rd of him he

I A grog

1 one his sins, if

t and

him a heart of fles
without any help from others.
% Your remark may be very true, as a

general one. I think harm very often

ns undue encoura

done by giving pers
ment; still, there are sometimes trembling
souls who need to be encouraged. Did
not your mother’s death make a deep im-
pre:

% Yes; it made a deep impression, b

on upon your mind 7
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not a religions impression. My mind was
Lacking
and example, T
y soul. The dis-

or her 1

ocecupied by sorrow
her counse 1 pray
e careless ab

and

pute with the old conntry grew more
more earnest; and at length the war broke
out. That occupied men's minds g0 much,
think much about reli-
gion. They prayed to God 1o save the
country, and see forget that indi-
needed saving in the mean

that they did

10

vidual sot
fime. For about a dozen years, in those
times, I think there were not many souls
nverted. When I was sixteen T went
and ihat put an end to my
ars.  Religion and
y well

into the arr

lor many ¥
which do not g

seriousnes

war are two thir

together.
# Did you never hear preaching in the
army 7
% Yes, the regiment W
.n T first enlisted, had a chaplain, who
ry often.

ich T joined

wh
used to preach 1o us; but not ve

We were drawn up in order, and ma
keep still. T n attended to what was
said, and T do not think any of the rest of
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s a thing they ha

the soldiers did.

through with; and when it wa

o g

over, they thou nothing mc about it
than they did about the voll-cal A camp
is a dreadful place for the soul. Men

for the worse when they

change very

get there.  There were eral church-
members in our company; they soon be-
came as bad as the rest of us

“You 2 in danger sometin How
did you feel then 7”

W felt afraid; but I do not remember

that I thought much about the futore

world. 1 was alraid of the death of the

body, rather than of the death of the soul.
Inthe baitle of Germantown, the dead fell

thick around

I prayed for life, and
pramised 1o reform il my life was spared.
I escaped with a slight flesh-wound in the
arm ; but as soon as the d

was over,
my promises were all forgotten. Is it not
wonderful the

God bears with such wick-

ed creatur
1t is
“ Well, my life was spared, the war
was ended, and T got my discharge and

s we are 7

ertainly.”
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came home. I was then about twenty:
two or three years old. My father was

Jiving, and my aunt, who was a widow,
kept house for him. He offered 1o set me
off a part of his farm; but I had been in
the army so long, that I did not feel like
I had got in a drinking
way too. My ather talked to me preity
faithfully, and a: ed me what my mother
would say, if she could see the course I
s taking?  That remark bronght back
advice and warnings to me
at T concluded to go 0 work,
seling on

going to work

¥
my mother

so vividly, t

and to be regular in going 10 I
the Sabbath. That was, I think, the turn-
ing-point in my history. 1 went to meet-
i but T did not hear what was said§
t on in that

my heart was hard. T wel
way about a year, when a particalar friend
'a came on a visit to the

of my mothe
She used to be with my mother a

place.
od to hold

great deal. 1 knew they
s for prayer. Bhe inquired
after-
in a hopeless

weekly meetit
about me, and was told
ward informed) that T was
Still ghe came to see me, and gave

state.




THE MINIE

solemn warn-

very faithfi

me Some !
ings. 1 made rather t at the time; I
but 1 felt what she s 1 it influenced

1 had an infidel book
1, and 1 put I

me so far as th
which I had just begun 1o rea

! it in the fire, in consequence of what she
said 1o me. Otherwise, I do not know |
that it made any cha in me, Perhaps |
it confirmed me for a time in my po [|

me rather

to attend meeting. I had be
slack in that matier.

#'The next thing that had an influence on
an attempt 1 made to get

my mind, W
married. T offered mysell't
he refused to marry

y young wo-

man of the place, anc
me."”

& On what account ?”

« Becanse 1 wis not a Christian.
nd that she could
She sa

She |

gave me to under:
along with everything but that.
she did not see how we could be ha

} together, while living in danger of eterna
separation. She said, moreover, she was
afraid it would prove a snare to her, and

b that she would be led to n

That conversation made quite an impres-
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ny mind

cion upon me. T half made ap
on., I was

10

back

presumpluous sins in co

2 reformation took
3 inthe
tions, There
held. At

pt upon the

Soon  alt

vival, as we call it

great many

not attend ¢

:emed to be

yath ; but as every
o I thonght I v
t. My mind was

upon more |

Il in with the

oon wronght

had ever

ywerfully than

but I did not enter the king-

been beic
dor
1
over, 1 was left wi
in & Most of 1
o meet had joined the Church. This
1 had no

en.  One and another entere d, but

d without

the work was

ny companions
I used

whe

had a good el

ind, 10 con-

one 1o encoura;

sequence, 1 was under traint, and

lestra

did not go forward t
= I might other
thonghts from time 10
me 1 had married. 1

e done.

I had serious

time In
1

pink that my children would not
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be likely to do very well, if they grew up
& way. I me ntioned

1 I found

for some

thonghts one day to my wile,

been rannir
The r

that her mind ha
time, on the s
talked her the
gion, the more deeply concerned we felt,
The people
1o bestir the
- n of visiting,

upon

of God began about that t

selves. They entered on a

housey and were
willing to talk upon the subject of the
soul's salvation, A meeting was appoint-
id it was crowded. A
hour. My

ed at our house,
work of grace be
wife soon found peace in t

an from ¢

ieving. It

wasa long time before I got to the foot of
the cross, 1 tried hard 1o work outa
righteonsness of my own. It was not till

every prop was torn away, that 1 was con-
strained tosuffer myself to fall into the Sa-
1 be held up by hit

»n enabled by grace to ke

viour's arms,
then, I have
my face, for the most part, Zionward.”

% You have been very mercifully dealt

with.”

4
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deed ; and Tve

“T have i v often adopt

the language of the Psalmist Jess the
Lord, O my sonl, and ‘all that is within
ne) Psa. ¢ifi, 1.

There is one thing in my history which 1

me bless his holy 1

wish you would notice; for your own én-

gement in your efforts to do good.
It is this,—that the efforts which were

made 1o do me good; and which seemed

time to be lost, were not lost.  They

as much to do with my salvation.
the preaching I heard just before my con-
1t back
her, and led me 1o
If 1 had
if 1 had gone on Sabbat

yof brong

version. My father’

the thought of my
on the Sabba

attend meeti

not done sc

breaking;—in all probability 1 should
k was

been cat off in mysima.  Th
an all-important  link in ‘the ¢
God, led 10 my sal-
vation. Phe conversation of the wonmn
which led mme 1o (hrow aside the infidel
book T spoke of, was another important
link. If I had read that book, T might
become an infidel, and have thus
yond the reach of merey.

in of

events which, und

An

have

placed myself
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I have no doubt you often think that you

gpend your strength in vain, in wa

sinne vhen, in fact, your efforts are

among the means thal may yel secure
their salvation.”
“The thoug

u have presented has

gement to

len been encour

me, and shonld cause us all 10 make nse

of every means of moral influence in our
power. If we put forth our eflorts from
right motives—in accordance with the

divine will,—

may be sure that our
work will not be in vain. The Apostle
spenks of this trath as well understood by

the early Christians :—* Inasmuch as ye

kniow,’ said he, *that your labor is not in

word? 1 Cor. xv, 58!

vain in the
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R'S STUDY.

CUHAPTER V.

THE POURTH OF JULY.
“ De
time in hi

& not oar minister spend too much
study 7" said Mr. D— to

10 had been to consult

his nei
with Mr. B
Fourth of July.

#1 cannot say that I think he does, Tt
ry for a man to be much in his

especting celebrating the

is neci

study, in order to bring out things new

and old, for the henefit of his hearers, as

our minister does,

but I
him at my house more

“He pres

ves well, 10 be sure

should lik:
frequently
But he was not sta-
ed here for my particular comfort; so I
be content to have him spend his
time in the way best adapted 1o promote
the canse of God. That 1 believe he
does.”

4 What does he think about the celebra-
uon ™




THE MINISTER'S STUDY. 53

e
posal, and will make an addr
children
The celebration to which allusion was

atly pleased with the pro-
to the

tion of the Fourth
ren of the place. It
-school Temperance
tion of that kind
It

had been customary to fire guns, and

made, was the

was to Im a sane

lebration. A eclebr

cen place in that vicinity.

d never

drink wine and strong drink on that day.
Now the day was to be spent in a wor-
thier manner.

The friends of religion and of tempe-

engaged in prepar-

rance were st
ing for the coming anmiversary. The
children were to assemble on the green,
in the centre of the village, and were 10
nnm-h 1 procession, preceded by a band
of mu 1o the church. There they were
to list addresses [rom the minister and
others, and then they were to march to a
beautiful grove, where tables had been
erected, and covered with refreshments, of
which all weare to be invited to partake.

'J.IhL'

n

day came off clear and bright
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slumbers of the citizens were not dis-

turbed by disc of the rusty eannon,

arg

which, in former yes

and fired a number o

quenters of the grop-shops and tavern

They rose in peace at the wusual bour.
The children, I suspest, w
earlier than usual, and had no very
s for their breakfas The
mble on the green at an

ake some-

hour, but
quiel there, Those who hac
s, been accustomed to make it a scene
y riot, were, for the most part, quiet
ors of w!
length came, and
e the word for

il was peaceable and
on former

yen
of no
and intere
ing on. The mu:
the marshal for the day g
forming the procession. Each teacher

ted spec was go-

n order, and a
ion bear«

soon had his or her pupi
long line was formed, each diy

ing appropriate banners.

Just before the procession was about to
start, one of the teachers saw, in the crowd,
a poor boy striving 10 conceal the tears
which were filling his eyes. He recog-
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nized him as the son of an intemperate
o liv me of the distant dis-
tricts of the township, and v

man,

noted
The

tonched for the poor

ho w

for his hostility to everything goc
teacher's heart v

fellow. He judged that the boy was con-
with that of the

sion. It was

trasting his own condition

happy ones in the proce:

trae.  He longed to become one of their

number.  T'he teacher stepped up to him,
and iny

d him to fall into the procession.
I do not belong to the school,” said

No matter; come in with my class,

and perhaps you will like us well enough

1o come to school next Sunday.”

The lad hesitated ; teacher saw he

wished to come, so he laid his hand upon
him, and using a little gentle force, brought
him into the ranks,

The members of his cls
to say, showed some umwillis
walk with poorly ¢ In
ras about leaving them,
when the teacher took his hand, and told
him to walk with him. The boys were

consequence he




56

THE MINIST

then rather ashamed of their incivility, and

One or

e him no further annoyanc
red boys who did mot

ga
two of the rag

»d him what
he ‘was going

long to the procession, as

he was doing there, and i
to “turn temperanee ! but the approach

ash and wand,

of the marshal, with his
put them to silence.
When the proce

on reached the church,
a place wre d the young
stranger by the class, and he was comfort-

s readily allow

ably seated, thongh his feelings were rather
uncomfortable, especially when he thought

of his father; and of the wretched home to
which he would have to repair when the

services of the day shounld close.

A hymn was su a prayer offered,
the Declaration of Independence was read,

and Mr. M——, a lawyer, rose 10 address

the audience. He was an able man, a
friend to temperance ; but he was not used
speaking to children. He failed to inte-
ating an anecdote at

rest them, except in rel
the close of his speech, which the young
folks all

faet, if they conld have

greed in thinking 100 long. In

ad - their way,
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THE MiR

e had h

his speech, except the following anec-

n leave ont all

hey would |

s a boy,” said he, “ T was

“When T w

ter the co

gent s. The path which le

to the' pasture passed through quite a fo-

As I came fo a thick part of the

aw in the road something which

wood, I
my fears shaped into a bear. 1

ingly turned and ran, till I came to the
of the woods. When I was
ge returned,

ed
1 could see out, miy cour:
T began to reflect on the improbability of

on whence they had

a bear be

taken their departar )
8o T turned, and retraced my
and when T came in sight of
again, I took a more deliberate view ol i,
and soon came to the conclusion that it
g in the road.

was a man ly

ed rather cautiously, for he mi;

I did nc
harm m

10 ask mysell how

, il be were dead. I drew near,

and saw it

as Ralph Orton, a drunken

fellow e whole

neighborhood.  He v

hat was the pest of

c
asleep, with his




1in that way, and I per

him. 1ought

I would not

myself that | had a right to some innc
reveng o I stripped the bark from a
walnut b 2

sh in the vicinity, and ma

strong enough lo sus

n the weight

of the jng. 1 then fastened one end of i
to the handle of the ju,
fil

in my hand, and ascended the tre

which was nearly

1 with liquor, and took the other end

under

the branches of which Ralph
I ven ed oul,
limb, and then «

far as 1 dared 1o, o

ew up out of his

reach, and fastened th

down. I withdrew 10 sc
aled mysell in a thicket, ax

him to awake.

COong
P

r a while, it oc-

curred to me that the coy

wonld be

wanted, and that I bad no t1o linger

by the way; so I hurried t

and let out the cow

They came
Ralph lyi
n

quickly, till they sa
vh

road, v

n they were

frightened as I was.
I did, but stood

did not run

4 1 looked upon
the creature, and considered, 1 suppose,
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started them

what it was best to do.
along. Some rushed into the bushes, and

some ran by him; and one of them, in pas

ing, uttered a bellow, which awoke him.

alched
were out

I stepped behind a tree and 1

He looked at the cows till {

can't be them critturs have got it,
to himself. No, my young friend
dumb as they were, had too

ereatu

nything to
Iph

much sense 1o
the rum-jug, At last Re
look up, and spied his jug han
air. ¢ Well, now,' said he, ¢ how could it get
re? He tried to reachit, but it was
for him. He stood still, and
looked at it as if contriving some means
n rolled

up the

too

large

of getting at it. He
round stone, which lay x
ity and then tried to stand upon it; but his

‘ath

r; undes

limbs were not steady enough for the y
and his repeated attempts only cost him

repeated falls.  He then took up stones,

and began to throw them at the jug, with

of bringing itdown,in the same

the purpos
way thatboys sometimesbring down apples
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that they eannot reach. It was a long time
could hit it; for his hand was

before h
anything but steady At length he hit it
wit 4 e, and broke and out
ran the rum. The poor creature sal down
and cried, and then bent down and licked
the rum had fallen.
I was never so shocked in my life. I

the stones on whic

ada-

sense of the de,

so deef

never h
tion to which ram could reduce a human
being, as 1 had when I saw that man
over his breken
uld

never touch the aceursed thing, and 1

weeping and mourning
jug. It led me to resolve that I

a be

Hirits, age,
That part of my
you imitate. I

never have tasted
from that day 1o thi
example T would he
would not have yon play tricks upon the
Some

miserable victims of drunkenne:

ood, however, came of my tying up the

jug. He had
and as the jug was broken, he was
10 go home sober, and, in consequence,
his family had a quiet night’s rest”

After Mr, M had finished hisspeech,
the children sung an ode, and the minister
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his speech, e told them about
ington—how he cime to be so great
ause he ook

hen young, to improve

nan. It was
the utmost pains

his miud, his heart,and his manners. He

collected and mad series of rules

1d he w

for the formation of his

very carelul to conform his conduct to
those rnles. Mr. B
Washing

the attention of his

repeated some of

n's rules, and urged them upon
s.  He

that they had their

young audi
cansed them to fee

own characters to form, just 8s much as
-builder has h
Id them, that the influence of their

the hous house to build.
He
parents and their teachers was among the
means which they were to use in forming
their characte

He then spoke of tempe Such a

thing as 1otal abstinenc s unkno

ashington’s time. - If it had been known,

o doubt Washington would have
the first to adoptit. It wa

1 amor

his custom
was for the benefit of his countr:
He then related some s

1 life to do that which

denes Wi
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the evils of in=

had witnessed, illustratin

temperance.
« When T was about twelve years old,”
ch o svene as 1

gaid he, ¢ 1 witnessed s
vill ever witness. 1

none of

4 sitting by the side of my father, ab

| ening. It was late in

eight o’e
the fall, and s
about the Bible heroe

e had a large fire. Hew
and 1
in his

telling

remember 1 was greatly interest

lectur hen the door u|n»nm1, and a little

old, came running in, and

ar

girl, ni
said, * Papa is kil

the baby; mother

wants you to come quick! My father
ith-

rose and followed little girl, anc

., 1 followed my father.

out asking les
We o
a drunkard ;
g the child. He was wrying to

s to the miserable abode of

n ca

vd, sure enough, the wreteh

was killir

pour whiskey down its thre te the
efforts of its poor mother. My fat

the child aw 1

't took

¢ from him, a rave it to

half-distracted mother. He then told
the wretched man to go to bed.  He did

ited till he was sound

soj—my father w
then came home, He said
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nothing to the ‘weeping wife, but
lence. 'What comfort

« My father said he kx
when he was a boy. He was a beautiful
d
him. He was the pride of his parents.
They had not the most distant thought
that he could ever bee

tin

uld he offer her ?
he drunkard

eW

and well-behaved boy, Every one prai

e a drunkard.
g He
ed the smell of tobacco ; but he saw

He first learned the art of smoki
dete

the clerks in the store smoke, and he

thought it manly. The » began to imi-
tate ther drinking wine. His progress

in sin was s

18

re. Hi
not seen actually drank antil some y
al

w, but it w

r his marriage.  After his publi
be went on rapidly, till he became a cruel

aud hopele

“ At one time, there was as little prol

bility that he would ever be
there is that the br
be

drunkard, as

and happie

yme a drunkard.  You
fre

o long as you ta

n the danger of

Ull.“
By this time, the aunditors ha
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ry and thirsly, they

come rather hu
glad when th
TPhere they parto
things. provided, and of
boring spring

g
ere marched 10 the g

i liberally of the
old we

the nei

then marched

in the , and

hour or
back to the villag
\d went 10 their homes, Many
happiness of their friends,
tion, the

1, where they were

disbande
then added to th
recounting, with great anir

and pleasures of the day.

ineiden

Thus ended the nee cele-

t tempe
found that the

brated without

bration in A—
day could be worthily ct

the aid of aleohol or gunpowder.
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CHAPTER VI
THE HAPPY DEATH-BED.
A youns lady called at the door of the
s house, and requested to see Mr.

minist

B——. « Willy is quite sick;” said she

ore he

to Mr. B—, I
make s
“and mother would be g

ny inquiries resp

come and see him.”

“ 1 will come in course of an hour,”
said Mr. B He returned 1o his study,

hed a letter, which he deposited in

and fin

the post-office an his way to visit the sick
child.

He arrived at the honse Mr,
The father was absent in a distant
the State. Mrs. H—— welcomed him

which led him to fear
s in greater peril than he

with a sad smile,

that the child wa
had supposed,
“How is W y said he,
% He is quite sick, though we do not

ger. He has the scarlet

n in dang

fever. The physician thinks the crisis is
5
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I felt as if Iwanted 1o see yon, and

y with us. Tam almost worn

out with w

ching. Ido not know what
hould do, if it were not for Man;

She must be a great help to you.

“ She has been indee

; and y
been afraid to have her near him
le

so much,
t she should take the fever.”

“ I bave often observed the care she has

taken of him, and have hoped that great

good to him would be the result of it—

good spiritual, as well as temporal.”
at deal

during his sickness, and I eould not help

% She has prayed for him a
believing that | ers would be
red. Sh
being & minister, and I think @ mission-

her heart upon his

ary!

1 hope he will be spared wer to

ar
her prayers, and that he will be prepared

for the worl
“ Will you w
fllu] see IYIHI m
Mr. B—— followed her to the room

alk up to Willy’s room,

where the sufferer lay. Margaret was sit-
ting by the head of the bed, holding one
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Willy raised his
ter, and knew him;

of his hands in he

eyes, and saw hi i
8 too much swollen to
him 1o speak.  Mr. B— |

hand on his forehead, which w

but bis throat w

i his

allow

s very hot,

and

e words of kindne
afle
. and submiss

and spoke s

went.  He mac remarks

on repentance, and

«d by the bedside, a
rnest prayer that Willy's
heart might be renewed, and his life
spared, that he m
of Chirist.  Margarel’s counter
with pl
and resumed her seat.
that her beloved br
and that his life would be devoted to the

and then knee

fered a most

tdo good in the name

anee beamed

ST

5 she rose from her knees

L assure

her would recover,

ervice of God in the ministry of recon-
ciliation.

“You must not confine yourself 1o the
» closely,” said Mr. B— to

you may beeome ill your-

sick-room 1
Margaret;
sell.”

“T expect to have the fever,
with a faint

said she,
rile.
said Mr. B——; though

“ T hope ne
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he thought it quite probable that her ex-
peetations would not be disappointe

“k ver,

e mother will not get the
I wish she could be pre

ailed upon not to
stay in the room so wuch. I wish you
would try to persuade her to take some

% The poor girl needs rest more than 1
. H.

do,” said

“ You are not afraid of the fever,” said
Mr. B— to Margaret.
She | v moment, and then

answered, * I do not fear 1o have the will
of God done.

Itis a blessed thing to be able to =ay,
in sickness and in health, in prospect of life
and of death, © Thy will be done” = After

a few of the precious promises

repeating

word of God, and making brief

comments upon them, he returned

He felt deep.

ixiely respecting
garel. She had a feeble eonstitution,

an atlack of fever r

She was one of the best-bel

2 me|

of his church. From her e arly chi

she had given evidence of picty. Shewas

———
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now in her sixteenth year. She tanght a
in the Sabbath-school, and no one

cla

tenlive and affe ate scho-

had more ction

lars, In all things affecting the interest of
religion, she was active and efficient.

Mr. B— called again the next
He found Willy better than he was lh(
day before. Margaret was at her station.
Mr. B. remonstrated with her on account
of her inattention to her own health. This
had little effect. But when he appealed
to the principle of duty, when he showed
her that it was wrong for her to expose
her health, even at the promptings of affec-

tion, his words were heeded. At his sug-
gestion, she at once took a walk in the
garden; and from that time was careful
not to subject her health to any unneces-
sary exposure.

The care thus taken did not seenre the
end hoped for by her minister. She had
already contracted the disease. In a fow
days, Willy was able to rise from the bed,
and his sister took his place. The pro-
gress of the disease was rapid. pars
were soon entertained by her friends that




70 PHE MINISTER'S $STUDY

she would not recover, The conscientious
ph

ragement they desired.  Mr. BB

sician could not give them the encon-

her daily. 8he spoke with him freely in

rd to the fuiure, She could

gard 1o the issne of the ¢

will be done!” He had great confidence
that she knew her own hi
ge; still, he knew
ful was the human
use that lang

art, when she
w
weart.  She could

ullered that langy

dec

ge when the dange

death was not near: conld she use it when

it was ceriain that death was soon 1o be
her portion? He was soon enabled to
aunswer that question. The physician told
her mother that he de

“ My dearest,

aired of her re-

Cov said the weeping

t the

mother, ¥ do you wish to know w

)

doctor thinks of your
She made aslight movement of her head.
“ He thinks it doubtful—he is afraid—
he is almost certain, that yon will not get
well.”
Margaret closed her eye

, and for a mo-
inced s

tation.

ment her countenance e

It was soon over. She opened her eyes,
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and smiled sweetly upon her mother, who
stood bending over her with an aching
heart.

¢ You are not afraid 1o die,” said her

mother.

Another sweet smile, a motion of the
head, showing that her fears, if she had
entertained any, had taken their departare.
Her lips moved. Her mother bent her ear
to listen. It was a request that prayer

might be offered.

“ L will call your father,” said the mo-
ther, not feeling equal 1o the task of voeal
prayer. The repetition of the request led
her to kneel and pour out the fullness of a
mather's heart before God.

After prayer Margaret wept;
tears were tears of sympathy with her

but her

mother,

Another day passed, and the solemn
hour of departure drew near. She was
unable to converse; but the calm, peace-
ful, and even joyful expression of her
countenance, left no doubt as 1o the state
of her feelings, in view of her approaching
change. She frequently asked for prayer;




2 THE MINISTER'S STUDY

but more frequently for songs of praise.

The last look that she gave her friends
was a look of happiness. The last word
that was uttered by her was, “ Home."”
There was no doubt that the reference
was to her home in heaven.

f Who is not ready 1o exclaim,

die the

last end be like his!” N

Do happy death-beds

Certainly not.  There

betwe:

ath of the righteons, and let my

m. xxil

1 means and ends hére, as well as

elsewhere.  Margaret’s happy end was
the result of long contrived preparation.
Tho
summes
been bapished from her mind. Tt had

i she had scarcely seen seventeen

yet the idea of death had wot

iiliar idea. She knew

been to her a
that the homr was an uncertain one,
She resolved to be prepared for it at all
times. She had, therefore, sought pre-
paration of God for that trying hour—
sought it in health,—songht it constantly
and perseveringly, and not in vain.

It is in the pc
the same preparation.

wer of every one to make
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CHAPTER VII

THE RECONCILIATION

“Wno have you had with you in your
study 7 said Mrs. B—— to her husband,

as he eame into her room about mid-day,
with a very cheerful countenance.

“Mr. G—— and Mr. R 2 was Mr.
's reply.
“Is it possible? Have you got them

B

together at last?”

“The Lord has brought them together,
and their disputes are now all settled.
Mr. G
yer to withdraw the suit.”

“ T am very thankful to hear it.  'Which

has gone to instruct his law-

gave up the most readily

“ There was not much difference. They
seemed 1o be about as earnest to see who
they were a

should give up the most, ¢
little while ago to see who could be the
most obs

The tw
the owners of adjoining farms, which lay
abont a mile from the village. They

nate,

men spoken of above, were
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were both men of considerable property
ty. Both

of soci-

and standing in the commur

were regarded

though they made no pretensions to

For several years there had ex-
:n them,

isted a spirit of hostility betwe
which destroyed their happiness, and se-
rionsly interfered with the quiet of the

neighborhood. Tt arose from very small

beginnings, and led on 1o bitter feelings,

unkind spee
The beginning of the trouble was on
this wise. Mr, G—— had an unr

ves, and costly lawsuits,

horse. He was about to turn him into a
pastare bordering on Mr. R-
dow. He informed Mr. R—— of his in-

‘s mea-

tention, and requested him 1o sce 1o his
portion of the fence, that the horse might
not invade his meadow, and do mischief
to the heavy erop of g
yet been mowed. M R
his neighbor, that his e
such that he conld not attend to the f
till the commencement of the following

hich had not
informed
gements were

week, and requested him to keep his horse

in his present quarters till that time,
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4 Very well,” said Mr.
my hired man to pat him in the pasture

to-morrow, but I can conntermand the or-
der. - He has gone to the river with him
to-day, and is coming home to-morrow. I

am going from home to-morrow ; but I
will leave word to have the horse kept up

till next week.”

Nothing could be more fair and neigh-
borly. He left word according to promise,
and took leave of his family, intending to
be absent for some days,

It o happened that his daughter, whom
he directed to tell the hired man not 1o put
the horse in the new pasture till the next
week, was not at home when the hired
man arrived. Accordingly, in obedience

to his orders, he turned the horse into the
new pasture. The horse, seeing the tall
1 Mr. R—

fence, and w

griss meadow, leaped

over the defecti
“rolling in clover.” He had spent a part of
two days there before he was discovered
by Mr. R He had already done
good deal of mischief, and seemed dis-

soon

posed 1o do a good deal more; for he
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would not allow Mr. RB—— to catch him,

or drive him from the meadow.
Mr. R—— was vexed with Mr. G
I

supposed negleet, in allowing the horse o

ore the time
een them; and he was

be put in the pasture b
agreed upon bet
t de

when he had

0 gre | more vexe

spent an hour or two in a fruitl

8 pursuit
of the horse, me abso-
lutely ex v
home, and get a gnn and shoot 1

Just at that time, the horse, in caree;

round, came to a low place in the fence,
!
lane which led to the public

and leaped over it, and scampered along

hi;

fore Mzr.

He wa his ms 5 door
R had left hi

“The rascal will turn him right in
again, T suppose;” said Mr. R his
hired man, who had come 16 his assist-

ance just before the se took de-
arture. % You go right up there, and tell
folks to keep the horse away from my

and tell them T shall sue for the

Yoy
ndow

1e has already done.

damag;
The hired man was of a peaceable dis~
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position ; he was a profi 1 follower of

the gospel of p

e, He was very averse
to have anything to do with strife.

<X you had better let me stay and
put up the fence. If you will

home,

and send John here with the ax and crow-

bar, T will ¢

igage that the horse shall not

trouble the meadow again,
“I will not do it,” said Mr. R

“ He agreed not 1o tuen his horse in there

till next week. The fence shall be put up

If the horse

then, and not befor

, Lwill sue him a dozen times,”

h said the hired man,
hoping thata litde plez

antry would lessen

the wrath of his employer,

My, R—— paid no attention to_his re-
mark, but said, « I will go myself,”

* You had better not,” said Mr, We—.
But he was already on his way

It happened that My, G—— had just
returned home. He had not entered the
when Mr

hous R—— can

: up; and in
A very passionate tone, exclaimed, ¢ You
must not tnrn your horse into my mea-
dow again
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“What is that you say?’ said Mn
G——, his countenance becoming very

y you must not turn your horse
into my meadow again.”

¢« Have T turned my horse into your
meadow 7"
% Yes.

“ Do you mean to accuse me of such

an act ?

“YeaM

 Very well; T shall have no more to
»u. 1 believe there are no ac-
counts between us.”

«1 think yon will find T have an ac-
count with you. T shall not have my
meadow spoiled in this way for nothing.”

Mr. G—"¢ hired man came near at
that moment, and Mr. G- directed him
to put the horse in the pasture.

“ Where hewas before 7 said the man.

do with

& Yes"

Mr. R— turned on his heel, and
went direetly to a justice of the peacey
and demanded a warrant. 'The justice

(so called) was one of those legal dis-
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turbers of the peace, who intend to make
much from the fees of their office as

possible. o applicant for a legal process

granted Mr. R

summons instead of a warrant. Tt was

was refused. He

a

immediately placed in the hands of the

table, and served within an hour.
Mr. G—w
He was about

now thoroughly roused.
s angry Mr. R—
T'he idea of revenge was uppermost. He
called to mind the ins
neighbor had rendered himself liable to

tances in which his

rosecution, 'The oecasions were some-
F
Mr. G

d fences, his

what numerons ; for, W

&

not famous for keeping

cattle had often mad

inroads, upon his
neighbor’s premises. These had generally
been borne with great good-humor. Mr.
G

demands upon Mr. R.s purse, in conse-

had never thonght of making any

quence of the damages he had fron
to time sustained. Bat
citement, the case seemed very different.

time

ow, in his ex-

8till, be determined that he would not act
hastily : he would think matters over. The
copy of the summons which lay before him
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epabled him to concentrate his thoughts
on the atter, and gave such a hue to

them, that he at length arose, and went to

the same justice, and called for four

1=

monses, if I may be allowed 1o use the

term; that i, he instituted four law-suits

ainst his neighbor R

These, in accordance with his direc

| tion, were served immediately ; ¢

1 two neighbors, who had lived

for nearly a dozen yes re now at
apen, and, apparently,

tilit

able hos-

wa

a source of great griel 10 their
families
and to the pastor, who was the proclaimer

, who had always been intimate,

of that Gospel which brings peace on

ill to men.
small matter it

carth and gooc

Observe, from wh:

sily it might have been

arose! How es
soided! If Mr. R—— had restrained bis
temper, bad made no harsh remarks, till
he had heard Mr (-—f'\ explanation,
d have
s vexalion

all would have been well: he

found no cause lor complaint

would have

subsided al once, and the




: MINISTER'S STUDY 81

peace of the neighborhood would not have
1 .

quarrels which render individuals, and fa-
’|||mrHuu<l—, unhappy, might
A litile sell-
restraint, a willingness to know the true
E uld prevent a
portion of the quarrels which afflict the
church and the world. # He that is slow
* Prov.

ortion of the

been disturbe

as eas

of the case, w arge

10 wrath is of great understanding.

xiv, 29.
The war thus unhappily begun, was
The law-snits

prosecuted with vigor.
above mentioned were brought to an end,
and others entered upon. The neighbors
were greatly annoyed by being summoned
s,and the spiritof hatred began
1o spring up between the children of the
belligerent fathers,

The evil became so great, that nearly
all the neighbors endeavored effect.a
reconciliation between the contending par-
ties, but in vain. Their worst pa:
were thoroughly excited, and each strove
to exceed the other in the measure of his
revenge,

as witness

sions

6
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The minister had been among the first
to attempt to arrest the evil. His early
and continued efforts were in vain. Satan
seemed to trinmph.

Atlength, after a long season of spiritaal
drought the refreshing dews of divine grace
again began 0 descend upon the commu-
nity. The awakening began under the
preaching of astranger. This was no cause
of envy on the part of Mr. B He was
willing that the Lord should send by whom-
soever he pleased, so that souls were
verted. A memberof Mr. G
was converted; and the change w:
ing, that it made a deep impression upon his
mind. He was therefore led to attend the
meetings, which were held every evening
in the week; and the result was, that in
about three weeks he experienced religion,
and cast in his lot with the people of God.
Of course he felt that he had no more
quarreling to do in this world.

It was no easy thing (as be afterward
declared) for him to become a follower of
a meek and lowly Baviour. Soon after
he became awakened, his thoughts turned
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antagonist: he tried to tum

toward his

them into anc channel ; but the attempt
ful.  He was convicted in

of the wrong of which he

was not suc

his conscienc
was guilty in that matter. He endeavored
to excuse himself, by saying that he did
not begin the war. That was true: but

his eonscience was not to be appeased in
that way. Again he endeavored to turn
his thoughts to other subjects. He thought
of other sins—he had no difficulty in find-
ing them—he
but a sense of pardon did not follow.
broke off from many of his

ought pardon for the same;
He
ns,—from all
—and collected
and endeavored to appropriate the pro-
mises contained in the Gospel; but he
did not find peace to his soul.

At length, his mind fastened upon this
passage: “ But if ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.” Matt, vi, 15,

his open and outward sin

He saw one re ason, at least, why he
had not been forgiven. He had not for-
given those who had injured him. He
now resolved that he would do it. He
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called to mind the injuries he had rec

He felt that he could freely forg

and another; but when came to Mr.
R
last; he felt that he
Mr. R bad treated him so
withoutreason,t
forgiven. “That may be

, whose

he had put off to
ould not forgive him.

, and

1 he did not dese

something

seemed to whisper fo him, ¥ but there
the words of Christ:

£ 1f ye forgive not

men their trespasses, neither will your I
' Matt. vi,

remained in that state of mind seve-

ther forgive your tresps

ral d

ys. He made no progress toward
the kingdom.

He
difficulty, by pers:

at length atte:

pted to get round the
hat he

soon

ling himsell

was

ady to forgive Mr. R

as he would confess his fault; but he
10 the

found no suech condition annexe
command of Christ. At
conditio!

solate and un

forgivene ol all trespasse

was there enjoined. His distress was it
creased by this view of his condition. It
eemed 10 him that he must come short of

eternal life
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ning of the day on which his
zht, he attended

On the
s had reached its he
and heard a sermon from this
so loved the world that he

otten Son, that whoso-
in him should not perish,
ting life.” John iii, 16. As
the preacher went on to describe the loye
t forth the fact
enemies Christ

> his_only

ever beli

but have ever

of God to man,—as he

that “while we were
died for the ungodly,
melted, and he constrained to give up
all for Christ. He felt that he conld for-
Mr. R.

He now could appropriate
of God, He prayed for forgiveness with
a forgiving heart. The peace of God
filled his soul. A new song was put into
his mouth, He rejoiced with joy un-

the sinner's heart

for Christ's sake.

giv

e promi

kable.

spe

The next morning, he felt a desire to
see Mr. R and to assure him that he
felt friendly toward him. After break(
he went to his house. He knocked at the

door; Mr. R—— came to the door; Mr.
G—— held out his hand ; itwas cordially
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for a moment no
% stood in the

grasped by Mr. R—

word was spoken, T¢
eyes of both.

# T wascoming to see you to-day,” said
Mr. R——, “but you have got the start of
me.  Walk in"

Mr. G complied with the invita-
tion. Seldom ¥
welcomed by all the members of the fami-
narreling
sufficiently to rejoice most cordially on the

a visitor more warmly

ly. 'They had felt the evils of g

restoration of har:
It appeared that Mr. R—— ha

tion for several

10ny.

1 been

rejoicing in hope of sal

that he had been waiting for a suit-

days
able opportunity to call on Mr, G—; nd
make acknowledgment of the wrong he
done him. They made their mutual

ions, and found from what small
nnings the great evil had sprang.

“ Well,” said Mr. G , “let us pray
together; and then T will go
draw the suit Ihave pending
w, and pay the co:

nd with-

inst you!

“ T will go with y
« No, no; let every one pay the charges

”

attending his own wickedne
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The family was called together, and

they had & ¢ of prayer. They then

shook hanc
when Mr. R
go and see the minister. Itwill do him

d were about to sep

ate,

~ remark

# Suppose we
Pl

good to see us together

a thing he has
ut.”

tried very hard to bring
id My, G— “let us

a0
They w the minister’s together.
On their ¥ had to pass & grocery,

where men of the baser sort were aceus-
tomed 1o assemble.

« What does that mean?” said one,

1.

No one made any reply. here was

pointing to the two friends as they pa

one 1o whom (as he after

ard confessed)

it had the force of a sermon. He left the

ry, and at evening was among those
who were inquiring what they must do to
¥

It is hardly necessary 1o say, that their

sit gave to the pastor the h

lest joy.
Their reconciliation, and co-operation

with Ch i

seemed 1o give a new impulse to the good

in efforts 1o do good,
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Seyeral of

work thatwas going forward.

the members of each family were num
the revival;

bered among the su 15 O

ive in stimu-

and several who had been ¢

ame
from
able,

r contentions,

lating them in
the follo s of the wisdom. that
above, whichis “ first pure, then'pe
gentle, and easy to be entreated; full of
hout partiality,

good froitg;

mercy

i, 17,

and without hypoeri

It is not necessary fc
taught by the
tive. Two things, however, I would

to the reader. First, never suffer your pas-

sions to hecome excited in consequence

of supposed injustice. Be sure to restrain
vour feslings, and suspend your judgment

il you are acquainted with all the facts
They are always different

of the ca
from what they appear to be when viewed
under the influence of excited feeling.
remember that no one who

econdl

cherishes an unforgiving spirit can receiye
forgiveness from God. Never close your
night, till you are, s0

in slumber

far as your own mind is concerned, at
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peace with all the wor No matter how
great may be the injury inflicted upon you
by your enemy, and no

born he may remain, you can forgi
Jor Christ's sake.

THE END.
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