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PREFAC

Wiaes this little work was commenced, it was intend-
ed that it should be composed almost entirely of extracts
of a practical nature, from the writings of such men as
Drelincourt, Buster, Jeremy Taylor, and others, in the
belief that whoever should give a wider circulation to

such authors, by bringing them out in o new dress, would
perform an aceeptable service for religion. But in the
first place, the Introductory Essay grew under my hands
to an unexpected size: Aund having been requested by
the students of Amherst College, to print a sermon de-
livered in the Chapel lust winter, after a season of unusu-
al sickness, T concluded so far to comply with their re-
quest as to insert it in this work. From these causes the
work has become more original than T intended, and
probubly more so than the reader will wish. For there-

by the “wrears "' has been not a little contracted in size

Nevertheless, T trust it will be found to contain many

precious gems and flowers: and 1 earnestly pray, that
it may serve to comfort the afflicted, to cheer the de-
sponding, to snimate the humble, to quicken the slothful,
and to alarm the careless,

Sept, 1, 1838
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Tae uncertainty of life and the nearness of
ty; have one advantage when presented as
lizious motives, possessed by no other. The most la
r doubts their truth.  Even
in thos enthosiastie delusion has
proceeded so far as to pretend an exemption from

death, the privilege hias been: claimed only a5 an act

of miraculous merey. If left to the nochanged opera-

tion of nature’s laws, every human hein nows, and
conlesses, that the body must erelong, 1y soon
yield to the King of terrors. And, ther , when
this appalling factis urged as a stimulus to make prep-
aration for a coming eternity, it is always listened
with at lenst respeotful silence,

We might hence infer wore powerful ar-
gument could hardly be brought tobear upon the hu-
man beart, to induce it to make diligent preparation
for this momentous change. And the frequency oo,
with which the appeal is de, in the oft recurring
scenes of mortality around us, would seem to add
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10 ESSAY.

force irresistible to the admenition. But it is not so.
Human depravity, ingenious in fortifying the heart
against the ingress of truth, does not give up its stro
citadel becanse the understanding has yielded to its
power.  And we know not of & more striking illus-
tration of the need of some agency superadded to ar-
gument and motive, in order to convert and sanetily
the soul, thau the fact that so few christians vefer their
awakenipg from sin to the power of these solemn
truths.  That such is the fact, we believe the private
history of the members ofonr own churches will testily:
and in general, no part of ministerial service is more
barren of important results than funeral sermons and
exhortations.  The minister addresses indeed, solemn
assemblies and tender hearts :  but the wounded heart
does not always, nor generully, evinee a wounded con-
science,  So long as men are brooding in deep anguish
over what they have lost, they will think but little of
making another sacrifice essential ta salvation, the sac-
vifice of their darling sins,

3. It isanimportant inquiry, 1o aseertain by what
magic power depravity thus turns aside the edge of
truth, so keen and penetrating ?  How does she =0
choke up the passage from the head to the heart, that
moral paralysis seizes upon the conseience? Tt is my
purpose, in the first place, to expose the most common
of these devices, Nor will it be sufficient to announce
the general principle.  We must descend to particular
cases.
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gen principle, or seeret source of all
ruin, however must first be pointed out,  And
ble brings it out distinctly, when itsays, ye put
Jar away the cvil day. Something elso is crowded in-
to the mind that thie thoughts of the evil day of death
may be erowled out of it: or rather be crowded
forword to some future time, \!nw: death is near.
Strange infatuation ! The unde: ling does not pre-
tend to deny our constant liability to (lﬂ.\l'z and yet that
same understanding will quietly permit a treacherous
heart to Hatter itsell that the day of dissolution is dis-
tant, and that a preparation for it may safely be delay-
ed in order to attend to other concerns. And this
deep delusion is not broken up, though a multitude of
warning voict rom those who are awakened too la
to the delusion, full like thunder strokes upon the ear.
We arouse fora moment, perhaps, and
henear: but the world soon inverts t ope
the prospect again becomes dim and distant. If w
examine individual cases, however; we shall see more
tinotly the operation of this strange delusion
We will begin with some examples where it is

y tosee the mannerin which death is thus kept out

The thoughtlessness of the unconverted
youth in respect to eternity is proverbial.  But there
much in his constitution and eireumstances ten
such a state of mind. The objects with whi
meets, as he advances in life, are novel, and th
absorh his atention.  He must learn more of their na-
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ture by a closer inspection, before be can realize their
emptiness,  Unsuspicious hope, also, throws over them
herrainbow hues. Tn his constitution too, there is an
#xoess of animal spirits, wisely imparted for the trying
exigencies of life: and these give such an elasticity
1o the system, as makes it very difficalt to realize that
the poison of di y, in a few hours, prostrate
the strang energies of the canstitution. Seemingly so
strongly fortificd ngainst death, it is not strange that
youth should dream of a long earthly probation ; and
be comparatively deaf to the warning voice that comes
from the bille, from more experienced friends, and
from frequent examples around of early dissolution.
But ulas, it is a terrible delusion : and would 10 Ged
we could make the young feel their danger.

6. This deceptive estimate of life, however, is fre-
quently quite as powerful in the meridian, as in the
marniog of our days. When vigorovs and uniform
health iz enjoyed, how difficult to make a man feel
that any urgency is needed in the work of preparation
for death.  Nao feverish chills and heats, no failare of
the 3 sof digestion, no shooting

spirits fuenish him with premonitions
of appronching dissolution. He knows, indeed, that
the strong “Ld the healthy sometimes drop suddenly
mxu b “raved  But be thinks he can always trace
suchiovants forsome peculizrity of constitution or cir-
cumstances, 10 which be is not exposed.  On the oth-
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er hand, he knows that multitudes of the robust do
survive to extreme old age: and although he may ac-
koowledge to others that he is constantly liable to be
switten down, yeth ret expecta .m-l is, that ma: Ny
s are in reserve for him. And occupied by the
ing demands of worldly pursuits, he delays his
preparation for etemity without any apprehension of
the fearfi ard he runs.

7. This same delusion takes strong hold of almost
every middle aged man, whether robust or feghle. For
other consideritions, besides a sense of security
to foster it.  Middle Jife tho acknowledged s
for active worldly business ; and he who is not diligent
then, may not espeet to acquire wealth, or distin-
guished learning, and lasting fame.  Now these are de-
sirable acquisitions if vightly used : and indeed, with-
out possessing them to some extent,  wan can hardly
ba respectable, or exert a salutary influence upon his
fellows. He cngages, therefore, in their acquisition
with a feeling that he is doing what is not only right
and honorable, but p worthy and Christian.  Yet
by his inordinate attention 1o these things, the claims
af eternity are crowded from their place and neglected.

11 his conseignce is at vest, because he feels that he

s duty. He does not, perbaps, deny th
mands of God upon his affections 3 but while he is
ing what the bible and holy men appro imag

he may for a time delay special attention to personal
2%




14 ESSAT.

teligion. The consequence is that the world absorbs
more and more of his attention and interest, and
crowds farther and ficther away the hour of dissolu-
tion. ~ He means to consecrate his time and attention
almost exclusively to Gad, when the hurry of husiness
and care is over, and the soberuess of age boging to
come over him.  But alas, liow often ddes the wipex-
pected summons to depart, even from the midst of fe,
terminate Lis delirious dream, and hurry bis unpre-
pared to givein bis final account. Ol conld the pit
open her month, what a rush of wailing voices would
be heard, testifying to this painful truth,

€. Procminent in their demands upon the time
and attention are the pursuits of the proverbiully busy
merchant.  If all the minutie of bis affuirs be not
condueted systematieally, waste and econfusion will

follow.  Nor will clerks and accountants ever so
faithiful, be a saly te for the wakeful inspection ard
superintendence of the merchant bimself, He must
see 1ot porsonally, that every diing s in place and in
seasan.  Yet all this is butahe smalles portion of Lis
Iabors.  Tlis eye must ever be open, in anxious watch-
fulness, to Jearn the precise state of the fluctuating
markets, and (o seize the most favorable moments for
new investments and entarprises. A few hours dels

and his more active neighbor will have anticipated him
und the golden harvest be lost. Even the elaims of




disregarded, by oue who is ambiticus of eminer

contilo suceess : ond u fow hours of lite repose,
even that distarbed by dreams of profit and loss, are
all that bis tyranoical pursuits will allow him, Is it
strange then that the thoughts of death should be re-
served for a more convenient season. Not that tl

I

is done formally : such a resolution would stantle

any man from his most ev worldly dreams.
But whea the mind is wholl

v eccupied by other il
us

the soleamities of eternity must be excluded 3 or if

ever glance ints the wind, they are dismissed like |
from the presence of Folix,  The imagination of future
leisure and retirement from business, often across
the merchant’s mind 3 and one fenture of the picture
is; that the anticipated rerrent shall be sanetified by re-
ligion. For there is something pleasant even to a
worldly mind, in the thought of so spending the even-
ing of our days, that in ripe old age we may pass
quietly into the abodes of the blessed. But alas,
spend the vigor of our days in the devoted pursuit of

alth, is but a poor preparation for enjoying the con-

solations of religion at 1leir close. Religion must be
wooed carly, i lier warmest affections would be won.
She is oo coy and fastidious 10 be o with po

ers and uffections that bave been blunted and worn
out in-the service of ber enemy. Hence the man
who is too much engrossed in mercantile pursuits to
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permit picty to be the companion of his period of busi-
ness, varely finds her consolations in retirement.  And
then, how many of this class never see this season of
anticipated repose. However much their minds may
be liberalized by a knowledge of men and things, and
however amply provided they may be for their antici-
puted leisure, death will not delay the execution of
his cammission, and prostrates the wealthy and high
minded merchant as- unceremoniously as the meanest
slave,  Wise and quick sighted as he was in all other
caleulations, here bis wisdom forsook him, and he
finds too late that though he has gained the world
he bas lost his soul. He thoughtit impossible to give
his thoughts and affections to religion amid the en-
grossments of business, But he did not imagine that
by that copclusion be decided his everlasting fate.
Oh what a subject for meditation through a cheerless
etarnity !

9. We might anticipate that the calm nature of his
pursvits, and the abundant leisure which he might com-
mand, would furnish no small safeguard to the farmer,
against the delusion under covsideration. But he too,
contrives to fill his hands and his heart so full of the
world, that there is no room for eternity.  Successful
agriculture does indeed require great vigilance, sud
persevering industry.  The work cannot be trusted to
servants.  The possessor of the soil must himself rise
up early, nor shrink from putting his hands to the
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plow and ithe sick The favoruble moments of
seer] time and harvest must be narrowly watched and
seized wpon, or they will s ticed.  But ol
whaot n miserable apology is this for starving the soul!
1o bie so busy in providing for the body, that nothing
can be tuid op for the soul in eternity | God bas not
so ordered thie arrangements of nalure, that this i5 nec-
cssary,  Persovering industry and complete success
in husbandry may be, and happily sometimes are united
with devoted piety. But when a mau becomes over
anxious for his cropss when be atempts to colivate
more land than ength can-well manage; when
he is constantly siriving to-add field to field and house
ta house; when his labors are so severe that his even-
liis sabliaths become seasons of sleep, rather
SIS TSt

ings an
fhan of meditetion and study, bis eternal inte
be neglected ; orif ever conseience urges their claims,
they are put off 1o a futiire season of leisure, fo which
the ‘farmer, like the merchant, is fondly looking, But
of all habite contracted in this world, those of the farm-
er are the most inflexible ; and ne case of impevitenze
is more hopeless than that of the farwer, who, for a
quarter of a ceutury or more, has been in the habit of
iving to his lands, his herds, sod flocks, so deve
tention, a5 to exelude God uod eternity. M

be, respectuble ‘as he may be,—1

g wpon the stated sabbath

1s he may be in atle
hip of Godl, we miay prediot with almost infallible
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certainty, that hie will die as he has lived, totally un-
prapared for heaven

10. The profession of the law woulil seem o most
acgounts, as favorable as any amonyg men, for securing
the leisure and other means necessary to prepare one
for eternity,  For ivis but a few of this profession who
are sa crowded with business as not to be able to com-
mand an abund: of time for i ith them-
selves and with God.  And then, how fine a spat for
private devotion, during many hours of the day, are
their retired offices.  But alas, some other God too
often reigns there, to the exclusion of Jehoval ! With
some, professional distinetion is the great object of de-
sire and efiort.  Aud this idolatry requires too unre-
mitted exertions, 10 leave time or strength for religion :
although such distinetion, if sought with religious mo-
tives, might be a lawful object of pursuit. But when
mere worldly ambition is the impelling motive, the
thought of death and eternity must be kept out of view,
lest it puralyze the arm of effort. A still grester
number of this profession have enthroned Mammon in
their offices ; and the truth of our Savior's declaration
is there daily seen ;— Ye cannot serve God and Mam-
mon.  Many an artful scheme (o gain money, and
many a severe exaction from the poor and ignorant, of
which the eivil law and wouldly morality take no cog-
nizance, must be abandoned, il communion with God
and cternity be coltivated. OF all masters, none i
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more tyrannical than Mammon, nor more je

rival. I be has sway in the advocate’s office, we 1 ay
be sure that the wue s excloded. Not uufr
quently, also, political distinctions are the re

which he daily bows, and o

1
sucrifice of his heart’s warr

guin the favor-of the fickle and ty cal populace,
that they may elevate him for a few days to some un-
certain seat of honor, ke consents to cast out the true
God from his beart, and to sacrifice Lis peace offeon-
science and all reasouable hope of finally rising to a
throne of glory in heaven. And how uscertain is it,
after all, whether he ever obtains the short-lived dis-
tinetion which he seeks: or even if’ he does attain to
the highest pinnacle of political distinetion, iow readi-
ly will he be disposed to exclaim, with the Roman
emperor, ““1 have been all, and all is nothing.”  And
yet, to gain the bubble, he has lost kis soul.

11, There is a class of men, howevyery that are but
lile exposed 1o the temptations we have been con-
sideri Physicians are not noted far their greedy
pursit afier wealth, or political distinctions : and how
bappy must be the influence of their practice upon
their religious feclings; being almost constantly
miliar with those scenes of sickness and deuth, that
bring the most thoughtless to a solemn pause. Alus,
this very familiarity blunts their sensibilities, so that
what would excite intensely the unaccustomed heart,
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mukes scarcely no impression on them. Did not a
repetition of ghr.sﬂy scenes lessen their impression, the
physi 1 s00n be unable to perform bis duties
1o the sick. L what a perversion of God’s kindness
is it, to make lm benevolent provision for relieving the
natural sensibilities, the meaus of bardening the beart
ugumu r(l rious impressions | But we believe that
t the way in which very many physicians
become so insensible to eternal thin For excepting
soma bright examples of devoted p among them,
perbaps no class of men put so far away the evil day
of death, and make so little proparation for it as the
Although it is their almest daily employment to follow
their fellow-men 1o the very bovders of eternity, and
to employ all their <kill 1o hold them back from the
final plunge, and though they must see continually how
powerless that skill is, when the

al hour has come,
yet strange as it may seem, they are not thereby
prompted to, the diligent preparation of their own
hearts for the scenes of eternity.  And when the sum-
mons of departure rings in their own ears, no men are
more agitated than they ; and to none does it seem 1o be

a more surprising and unlooked-for event, In bracing

up their nerves, hy a praiseworthy effort, so as not 10
be unfitted for properly discharging their duties as
plysicians, they have unfortunately lardened their
hearts against the claims of eternity, and they must
now be forced into it without preparation to meet its
retributions,
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12. A similar bardening influence, by familiarity
with death, is exerted upon the minister of the gospel,
This will doubiless scom to many . sovere charge,
But I appesl 1o the eonsclousness of this class of men
fur its truth..  How often, on funeral oce
singerely and solemuly urge upon their hearers the
shortness and wncertainty of life; and the necessity of
being constantly in the posture of servants waiting for
their Lord's coming ; and yet, an looking into their
haarts afier the service, they are astonished and alarm-
ed tofind how little impression the solemn scene-has
made there. It is not that the convietion of the trath
in their understandings is feeble, nor thatghey do not
sincerely and strongly desire thau their hearers should
feel its power.  But theie owa hearts, chiefly through
the effeet of familiarity with death-bed scenes, remain
almost inseusible.  Hence it often bappens, that when
death enters a clergyman’s family, it produces a sor-

prise and ation rarely witnessed among any other

ss of men. It seems asif the inmates had neves
really believed that the great destroyer would ever
break in upon their buppy circle. They had become ac-
onstomed to witness lis ravages in other fumilie
them they everstood ready to impart sympathy and con-

tions but when the blow falls upon themselves,
they sink under it, and almost refuse 10 be comforted ;
not beonuse they are destitute of religious principle,
but because their almest constant familiarity with dying

3
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hias blunted their sensibility to their own ex-
posure,

This is, indeed, a striking example of the strength
and subtilty of the delusion which leads us to put far
away the evil day of death. Here we see men, deeply
imbued with spirituul religion, and whose great business
it is to stand upen the watch tower, and warn their
drowsy fellows of the appronch of their great and last
enemy, and whose heaits are moreover deeply in the
work, and yet they cannot keep their sensibilities wake-
ful enough to see the blow that is aimed at their own
hieads. It is related of the soldiers in the long pro-
tracted sicge of Gibraltar, about sixty years ago, that
they beeame at length so callous to danger, that un-
less taken bold of by an officer; they would not move
to a place of safety, when they saw a bomb-shell fall-
ing directly among them. It was not a wish to die,
nor a doubt as to their imminent exposure, that ren-
dered them thus stupid : but it was the amazing influ-
ence of constant familinvity with danger. And this
prineiple alene will explain the still more astonishing
fuct, that the fuithful minister of the Gospel is often
Tess affected thau other men with the nearness and
certainty of death. 'Oh what is man, even at his bost
estate, without & constant supply of quickening grace!

13. 1t is difficult to see what pecaliarity there is in
the condition of the common mechanic and tradesman,
that tends to foster this delusion. Nevertheless it
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kes so strong hold of these classes of men, th
invelnersble to the arrows of wully,
dying day make no preparation for the retribu-
of cternity, which they never doubt they must
They are not in genexal characterized for in-
4 mbition, nor for excessive eagerness
after money. They are moestly industiions only to
that degres which is necessary to secure a comforts
t for their families : and their lives are spent in

pe
the calm and moderate pursuit of their lawiul business.

They have leisareencugh (o attend to their souls, and
rarely do they doubt or deny that they must
them or belost. And yet—Oh strange infatuation !
they suffer the whole of probation to run eut, befare
they decide to give their hearts to God. . Death comes
at length, and with & sudden wrench, separates the
thread of Tife, givinz no time for the long neglected
work, The faneral ohsequies follow: but the offi-
ciating ministe ust preserv cautious silence re-
specting the state of the departed soul ; altliough the
lines of sorrow marked upon | amn conntenance,
testify to the « g convictions of the inner man.
14. When the devotee of the fine arts, inter,
thie sculptor; the architeet, or the musician, lives nee-
ligent of his soul, we sce in. the engrossing natre
his pursuits, & eiuse, but 0o, apology for his conduet.
The objeets before him have so much of delic
seeming innocence, that Le hardly fee
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were sin: at any rate, he pays tothern an idolatro
devotion, thut exeludes devotion to Jehavah,  Ad-
vaneing yeurs, which ought to adimonish him of the
nearness of cternity, and arouse bim to prepare for it,
only stimulate him to greater efforts to perfect himself
in his favorite art, that he may leave his pame enrolled
with those artists, whose earthly fame, whatever be the
state of their soul destined 10 go down 1o the latest
posterity.  Suppose he succeeds ; what u miserable
recompense for the loss of the soul! What though
the painter may lave delincated the solemnitics of
death, judgment aod eternal misery, so graphic
that every new beholder through successive zen
tions shall gaze on them with thiilling interest, and
edmire the skill of the spirit that guided the pencil,
yet what but an aggravation of his suffrings ¢ould the
knowledge of this fict jmpart, while sinking deeper
and deeper in: the regions of onter darkness! What

though the sculptor may bave ehiseled out the forms
of distinguished ‘men, and even angelic forme, =6 that
posterity will long linger in their gaze upon them with
delight, while the lost artist himself is continually rec-
ollecting that this admiration was the price of his soul !

What though a hundred generations may repeat the
praises of the master spirit, that designed and erccted
the splendid calumns, the beautiful aisles and piches,

and the magnificent domes of the churchies where they
worship, if’ shile they praise, that spirit wails in de-
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epair over the folly that sold its eternal Livthright at so
mean 4 price And what though the distinguished

o may have a thousand times thrilled Iln hearts
in the house of God, while he led
in the songs of Zion, il his eternity must be spent in
listening only to the discordant tones of the lost ;
in lamenting, that while his fame for musical skill ri
through the earth, he never learnt 1 sing the eve rl.m-
ing song of redeeming love !

5. Political life is proverbial for its tendencies to
divorce men from consistent and devoted piety. A
few, indeed, have been equally distinguished for the
purity and evergy of their religious character, and for
their wide spread fame asstatesmen.  But in general,
even upon the pious man; we see the deadening influ-
ence of political elévation, The fa the human
lieart can bear nearly everything better than pap-
ular applause,” Almost any degree of stupidity in re-
ligion, or apostacy from it, can be expluiced, if it can
truly be said of a man, that he foves the praise of men
more than the praise of God. To auain and secure *
popular favor, also, often demadds so much of duplici
ty, such a non-interference with the wicked customs,
and apinions of society, and so much of conformity to
the world, that ere a man is aware of it, he bas pra

tically given up his strictness of christian principle and

rigid purity of practice. Unfortunately, also, even at

this late. day, many virtuous.men believe that the prin-
*3
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ciples of expediency must be taken as a guide in the af-
fairs of government,instead of the prine iples ofthe Bible.
Is it not the fact, that the politiciay, who sliould main-
tain, that the naked precepts of Chiristianity suglht to be
the statesman’s ouly moral guide in condueting the af-
fuirs of government, would meet with the ridicule of Lis
compe How parrow minded and even fanatical
would he be regarded, who should maintain that ng
tions, as well as individoals, are bound to love their
neighbor as themselves ; to do to others as they would
have others do to them, and to forgive injuries instead
of resenting and avenging them ! Is it strange, then,
that men of devoted picty should often shrink from
political life as an arcna of imminent danges to their
souls? Is it strange, that death and eternity should
be so unwelcome subjects to the political aspirant, and
that so many, in grasping after the bubble of popular
applause, shonld make shipwreck of their souls # O,
amid such multiplied and powerful temptations, what
abundant grace is needed to coable the active influen-
tial politician to keup alive the spirit of devoted piety.
and to let his Tight shine amid the jce und da thiness that
surround him ?

16, If men made preparation for death in proportion
to their exposure, we might expect the military man
to keep his soul always waiting its great change.  But
how diverse is the fact! What profession is there
from which serious thoughts of death ars so studionsly
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excluded. With a few exceptions, who ol all the sons

of men, are so poorly prepared for etemi thos

who in one day, rush by thousands to their Gnal ac-

count. Serious and familiar thoughts of death, in-
deed, are rezarded as tending to disqualify men for the
business of war; and the soldier, who would
limsell most effeetunlly against the fear of death, when
hie goes inte ‘the feld of baule, is scberly advized =
to think ot all® Nay, it is a well koown evston, on
the eve of battle, 1o endeuvor o exclude serious
thouzlits by d bis of intoxicatiog liquor.  What an
idea does this give us of the nature of war, whose ric
important operations can be best perfor
whose brai e rendered delivious, sud reason and
conscience stupified, by aleohol!  Again, in what
hool of vice does depravity shoot forth into so many
seenaes, as in the camp, whether in time
ce or war? What chance in such a place for
devoted piety ! a place where preparation for death is
most needed, and yet, of all spots the least cultivated,
The pious military man, therefore, (for some such
there have hean, hawevet incongrious the: elements of
such a charicter may appear.) needs peculiar grace

o guard and sanctify him. The bible teaches him to
‘u ve his enemies, and 1o do them good ; but

fession directs him to employ all the ingenuities

¢ the Military Mentor, & standard work among military men
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seience for their destruction. The bible directs him

1o keep reason and conscience in perfect exercise at
times ; but his profession directs him to exclude

thought as much as possible, while he is taking his

lirother’s life.

17. To the great mass of mankind, riches, honors and
pleasures, constitute the grand worldly attractions that
draw away their affections from God. And although
these influences are powerful, as we have already seen
they are far less so, than u devoted attachment to li
erature and scienee. I speak not here of that pursuit
of knowledge which is prompted by a love of the dis-
tinction which learning confers ; nor of that mere task-
work which is gone through by uine tenths of these
who receive a public cducation, because they cannot
otherwise obtain v professional license!  But there is
an interesting class of men, who becoma most devoted-
Iy attached 10 learning, thropgh an inwrought love of,
it, and independent of its auxiliary isfluence upon their
worldly prospects.  In nearly every case, indeed, the
honor associated with learning, forms one of the at-
tracting cords that hold men to their favorite pursuil :
Yet there is, both in literature and seience, an inherent
beauty that powerfully atuacts the ingenuous mind,
and when once a man becomes fully alive to that
benuty, there is no earthly charm that binds the heart
with such resistless force. So much more refined and
ennobling are literary and scientific. pursuits, that their




ssA
votaries look upon wealth and pleasure as
despicable in compurison,  And while

ious superiority so great over the devete

d of ‘pleasure, it is hard to make them foel thut ¢
their rite pursnits are abomination in the si
God, if his love do not actuate their votari

cdiin the pure und delightful researchies of 1

and it may be full of sentimentalism, they loath and
reject the humbling truth, which lies at the foundati
of personal religion, that thete s il exists within them
# deep and Toathsome fountain of depravity—n carnal
mind which is enmity with Gad; and that in order to
sulvation, they must experience as deep und thorough
a change, as the most devoted worldling or the most
abandoned sensualist. In short, the refined and ele-
vating natore of his pursuits, their great power in ab-
sorbinz the attention, and their tendency to foster
pride, surround the devotee of science and literature

with a sphere of repulsion mare powerful against the

cluims of etarnity, than any other pursuit. But ofier

I, what a misersble apology is it for neglecting the
sul'; and how wretched a consolation will it afford to
lost !

g. Take for example v of a periodical,
whether it be daily, hebdomadal, or monthly.  His
work be stiives to make & vehicle food to mind ;

nd he feels a strong ambition to huve it prepared in

most palatable and the richest manner. It may
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be too, that he strives that a moral and relig
soning shall pervade the whole. To accom

this, demands the constant and laborious ‘efforts of his
mind ; and if he finds any leisure, his mind is too much
Jaded out to trn ly to.the serious work of per-

sonal religian. Besides, he pe < himself that one
who is doing so much for the moral sud intcllectual
improvement of maokind, cannot need any radical
change of ¢haracter: and so he goes on until suddenly
the summons for departure comes,—the visor drops
from his eye; he looks back upon his life and bar-
renness written all everit.  Life is finished, but life’s
great work is not begun. O fearful, fearful is the dark
plinge before him, but there is no escape !

19. Or tuke the case of the poet. For everything

uad him, sublime or beautiful, lie possesses an ex-
quisite sensibility, aed his mind constantly revels
among the purest forms, and the most delicate and re-
fined thoughts. He even becomes familiar with what-
ever is geand or beautifol in the charseter of God, and
in the truths of natursl and reveuled religion. The
most sacred olijects; indeed, hie deseribes with strong
emotion : much =o, that the readet can havdly con-
ceive that lis heart does not feel experimentally the
power of religious truth.  And Low easy for the poet
himsell to mistake this refined sentimentalism for reliz-
ion.  Yet very often in such a case, will he twn away
in utter disgust from those humbling truths of the gos-




{ a sipner’s conver:
Alike |A')u1:1n are’ the laborious and
wying duties o For the acquisition of
stinguished naime dmong
rreat 3 but the glory of God and the
arcely felt by bim as matives of
Jelusion is too deep to be broken by noything save
vt of erernity, as it fulls upon oul on the
bed of deatl. Th does e begin with anguish to
sou, that a delicate sensibility for natural beauty and
gublimity is not_complacency in divine holiness 3 and
that refined séntimentalism is not a new
20. A similar delusion often destroys the man of
literary leisure, and the authar by profess 'I |uv3-
becotie mATtyTs 10 o T we. 'They perecive &0
wuch grossness of taste among the great mass of man-
Kind in respect to literature, that all their fastidicusness
revolts from the idea of exercising religious feelings
similar to those of the vulgar, They persuade them-
elves that faculties so refined and en \r:u] as th

do not need fo be subjected 1o the same prozess of ex-

pesimental piety, as those which have never been cul-

tivated. In short, they acquire an incure abile lish
for anything like & community of feeling with the illit-
erate and unrefined § and hence they never learn that
humility and brokenness of heart which makes the man
of loftiest intellect and most refined taste see und feel,

that the most uncultivated mind, that has been born
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again, is far his superior, and is able 10 ivstruct him in
the most important of all knowledge.

21. I a man's heart have not been renewed belore
he becomes devoted to the abstractions of intellectual
philosophy, pethaps no one is in greater danger of
losing hissoul. Forone of the mo:t obyious effects
of these pursuits is; to teach Lim how to raise doubts
and difficulties in respect to every subject : and this
tends strongly to fix him in a state of indel
The heart, naturally averse to the love and ser
God, when pressed to submission, will seize upon
these doubts and difficuliies in apology for its continu-
anee sin in. The metaphysician sces othets, whom
he knows to he less acute than himself, embracing r
ligio th unshaken confidence, and not troubled at
all with doubts ; and he supposes it is because they do
notsee so far as he does: whereas in fact the distin-
guishing evidences of religion are easily apprehended
by the most uncultivated minds; and metaphysical
abstractions do in ren obseure these evidences by
drawing off the attention ; and the men who have been
most distinguished for metaphysical acumen, have been
most noted for the wildness and extravagance of their

oms in general. Yet such men are apt to fancy that
v superior discernment is the cause of their seepti-

cism.  And hence to maintain their fancied superiority,
they reject all troth, which the plain unlattered man
adopts, and often in doing this they sscrifice theirsouls.
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22, The mathematics have long been known for
ver of absorbing the attention and escluding

other subjects from the mind which bus become deey
ly interested in their pure truths.  The mathematician
5o, aceustomed fo demonstration, is apt to look with
scepticism upon any priociples oot sustained by infal-
lible proof. He looks teo, with jealousy upon ap-
peals wade to any other pringiples of human nature
except the intellect. Thus i he becomes thoroughly

devoted to his faverite abstractions before e bas y ield-
ed his heart to religion, he is triply shiclded against

s gasy to disprove a

conviction ; rad it were
mathematical axiom, as to persuade bim to attend to
hissoul. 1f e bias become distinguished s o man of
seience, another hindrance is thrown in the way of his
canversion by his pride of opinion. Alus, bow dear
a price the man pays for bis digtinction, and for the in-

tellectual pleasure of bis pursvits? They cost him

hie undying soul. That lofiy intellect must go down

to eterunl despair ; and sink as moch below the great
of men in misery, as e has visen abave them in
irements.

93. Experimental philosophy is periaps less apt to
closa the beart against the elaims of etemity than pure
mathematics.  Yet here is the same danger from pride
of opinion, and the miad is likely to be almost equally
absorbed in fascinating researches. So that many 2
natural philosopher, although permitted to dwell as it

4




i ESSAY:

were in the very holy of holies of God's temple of na-
ture, has lived and died as ignorant of that God as the
most degraded heathen. How amazingly averse to
holmc'n must be the human heart to resist so much
And liow deeeitful above all things, thus to de-

the most acute intellect !

21, The rescarches of the physiologist soon con-
vince him that every organ of the human body is most
wisely adapted to produce health aud longevity ; and

seuse is unnatoral, and vesults from
some violation of the laws by which life is regulated
and sustuived.  HMence the inference is made, that by
living according to these laws, n man may be aimost
sure of an hundred years ol happy earthly existence.
He tries to reduce these principles to practice, and
finds that rigid temperance and proper exercise and
employment are [ollowed by such perfeet heaith and
alasticity of mind, that a strong eonfidence is i
that his life is secure to extreme old age. Most fatal
i this feeling upon his spiritual interests: for it fosters
that strong disposition to procrastination which seems
inherent in our nature.  And although it be true, that
a due attention to hygienic laws is most happy in pro-
moting health and lo ity, you life is exposed 1o =0
many casunlties ngainst which no care can defend us,
that it is always unsafe and unwise to feel that it is nat
pracarious in the extreme. Go to now, ye that say to-
day or te-morrow we will ga into such a city and con-




ESSAY.
here a year and buy and well and get go
the morrow.

tine t

whereas ye know not what shall be

For what is your life ! Ttis even avapor that appear-
eth fi tle time and then vanisheth away.

y perverse mind thut can find

principlés of

25. Tt must be a vel
the

jog to nourish scepticism in

y i for in his analysis the chemist oft

as/if he liad alms ached that hidden spring in na=
sutin play by the immediate

5 as il he stood up

s i—as il be had got

tare’s operations; whichii
actof God, But he also often

the brink of interesting discover
hold of the clue that must soon lead to the develop-
ment of ‘some new scientific fact: and he canoot stap

short to attend to his soul, v id, or that
new salt, shall be examined and des He doe

iu lost : but the bewil-
life is all

til that new

not mean to be found among
cination continues 1l
ron out.  He has indeed the honor of adding
4eid or salt to the thousands before known ; but itis
at the expense of his soul. Ab, dreadfvl sz

itation through the

the sand of

terrible theme for me
round of ‘eternal ages !
26. A like power tc

natural history 3 so thut eterr

och the time and attention

is possessed by
cluded from the mind, not throngh scepticism or stron
aversion, but simply by preoc on, Tt

proper that the naturalist should secure the honor of
numing and dese

ibing the new animal or pla
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he has discovered: but God does not, therefore. de-
lay the approach of death; sud although the records
of natoral history will preserve the name of the
100.000¢% plant, or 200,000tk asimal which he has
discovered, vet bis own name is not to be found in the

Lamb's ook of Tife.

But the pauralist will probably say, thatheis influ-
enced by nobler motives than the hope of distinetion.
He sees so much of divine beauty in the objects of
creation, with which he is conversant, that he becomes
fascinated by bis pursuits, so a3 to regard as insignifi-
cant and unworthy, the ordinary objects that are
sought with so much greediness; such as riches, dis-
tinctions, and pleasures. He experiences continually
the enthusiastic feelings of the poet ;

Oh natare ! how in overy eharm saprome |

Whose vataries feast on raplucen ever tew
Oh for the tongue and firo of seraphim
To sing by glories with dovotion dus !

ow it is easy to conceive thatall this may be true.
But why does the nataralist stop with mere senti-
menptalism?  Why is the God of redemption, an ob-
jeet of zo Tittla interest 2 While so intensely interested
io the material creation, why is the new creation of
the soul an object of so liule regard 7 While he de-
lizhts s0 much in communion with bature, and as he
thinks perhaps with natare’s God, why does he never
hold communion with Jesus Christ? Why so little
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affected by the love of Cluist? Why

{hose aspirations afier God, which lead the real cl
{in to say, o3 the hart panteth afier the water brooks
so pantethmy. soul after - thee, O God. Alss, he bas
sistaken the enotions of admigution, % hich the works
o ereation inspire; for love to God: and probably

tha delusion will never be broken, till the search
light of eteruity shows him, thut | an enemy of

] esearches bring 5 into. almost
constant intereourse with the most ing and sub-
Time of nature’s productions.
deep nd dark cavern, stdde d with
and perhaps the charnel house of the
world. Now he il
monntain Zorge, \\uuc over his head

apparently 1o ¢ yush him.  Anpon e
clitbs the “"U precipices ; and aslielooks down into
gull beneath, what ore of nes
emutions: of wonfer and sub ity
does he experience ! in he with awe upon
thie mighty eataraet, whos
voioe. Does o the solid
ing records of puq xistent 1 ¥ Ly
are brought to vie In khnrl he ia everywhere in
inevitable contact with the most uneguivocal displays
of God which creation can furnish. And yet to the
God of the bible; to the Father of eur Lord Jesus
4*
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Christ, e may be an utter strauger. Not that his
mind never entertains a thovght of God, ner that he
is not sometimes filled with awe and amazement at the
power of God: for who can see, as be sees, the arm
of Omvipotence liid bare emong the wild and sub-
Jime scenes of nature, without some intellectual reali-
zation of the Divine Presence.  But be may have no
complacency in the moral character of God; be may
never have learnt that by nature he is an enemy of
that God ; aad vaoslormivg grace may never have
subdugd his proud will, and given him that sew beart
without which he cannot sce the kingdom of God.
Tn short, he has pever learnt to live to the glory of
God, and therefore has made no preparation to. die.
It may bo that when the thought of death comes over
hiar, hie has some indistinct apprebension: that all is
nat right between his soul and God, and some faint
resolutions of amendment are excited; hut his pur-
suits are 100 engrossing to permit their immediute ex-
ccution.  Some new fossil must first be deseribed, or
some interesting district of country explored.  Before
these cbjects are accomplished, others equally attrac-
tive ave braught before the mind, and the period of fan-
cied reformation is crowded farthar and farther onward,
until it is pushed into eternity ; where the wvoice of
inspiration declares, there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge.  Ab, deluded man | what an aggravation
of your future misery will it be, to have seen so much
of God in his works on earth !
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1t is & wise and beueficent Taw of nature, that
ins to steal vpon vs, the sensibilities be-

come blanted and the powers both of body and wind
more torpid. . Hereby are theaged relieved in o great
measure from the sufferings they wonld otherwise en-
dure.  But il’ their hearts have never been renewed,
if habits of sin have become fixed by the frosts of age,
this benevolent provision of nuture becomes their curse.
Respecting them it may be impressively aslked, can the
Ethiopean change his skin, or the leopard his spots 7
then may ye, wha are aceustomed to do evil, learn o do
well. 'The appropriate season for the great work of
conversion has been suffered (o go by unimproved ;
and now it is an easy matter to hold on in his ¢
of i, 1ill his few remaining sands are run oot Con-
scienice may, indeed, now and {hen make a convul-
sive effort 10 show him his danger; but remorsele
habit hus well nigh ehoked ber voice, which ouers
only a feeble dying groans and the man goes, grey
headed insin, to bis final account, as stupidly as the
ox goeth to the slaughter.

20, But the iavalid, the man who from month 10
month feels himsell to be tottering on the brink of
the erave, and whom a mere breath will plunge ioto

eteruity, e mustibe awake to the solemn scenes be-

fore bim. Thus reason infurs ; but experience shows
the conclusion to be false. It is donbtful whether as
large 8 proportion of those in fecble health do not
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Tive and dia unconverted as of the healthy and robust.
The invalid may, indecd, through fear of death be. all
his lifetime subject to bondage. But he soon learns
the fatal art of delaying repentance till to-morrow.
Though alarmed when be witnesses within him the se-
cret workings of dise vet he soon finds as death
delays the blow from day to day, that he can delay re-
pentance till to-morrow. T'he futal artof procrastina-
tion onoe learnt, he ventures to practice it as madly
and fatally os the most robust and reckless.  Soon dis-
ease has so far weakened his powers that he cavnot
bring them to the decisive and vigorous action which
the work of repentunce demands. The torpor of
disease stiflles more nnd more the voice of conscience 3
and he whom God hias held for months and even years
on the brink of the grave, that he might prepare for
hig exit, goes into etemnity an unconverted man.  Oh
the astonishing infatuation that reigns in the human
heart!  God of mercy, what but thy grace can save
man from destruction ?

30. Such are some of the most common means by
which sin succeeds in robbing men of their eternal
birthright.  And though multitudes discover the fatal
delusion on their dying beds, andsend back to surviv-
ors a loud and a waming voice, and thoughi the hible
admonishes them with a trumpet tongue, it breaks not
the fatal charm, nor checks the downward course of
that vast multitude, who are moving steadily forward
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in the broad way to destruction.  Yet the God of sov-
eign grace interposes the atie of some, who be-
new creatures in Christ Jesus, and commence a

s of faith. Yot even these need much discipline in
<school of Christ before they can habiwally discern

s that are unseen snd eternal.  Very prone

are 1o comie again under the power of that delu-

sion which kept them so long, while unconverted, from

m
a realizing sense of the nearncss of eternity. Oh that

1 might have the power given me to set forth the vast
importance to the Christizn, of keeping his soul eon-
stantly and yividly impr ed with eteraity as a reality
near at hand! A deep and thorongh conviction of
\his solemn truth, i o fact one of the most pow erful
principles that ever stimulates 8 man 1o netion ; and,
therefore, it will epable Lim to accomplish more for
the lonor of God and the good of man, than anything
clse. 1 propose to analyze the mode in which it pro-
duces such effects.

31. 1am aware that upon the irreligious man, the
apprebension of speedy death, even while i health,
sotgtimes exepts a paralyzing influence.  He perceives
(Lt his eterual interests are not secured, althot gh voth-
ingz can be more uncertaio than life ; and cons
is enough awakened 1o sce the amazing haz
running by delay. But his heart still clings to some
worldly idol, and thus in the contest betyeen convi

tion and inelination, the mind is kept in a painful sus-
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pense.  Itsees the venity of tha world, yet cannot
muster resolution enough to come to the great decision.
No wander that, in such a dilemma, a men's usual en-
ergy should forsake him, even in bis worldly pursuits.
For in the midst of his labors the withering thought
continually recurs, what is « man profited, though he
gain the whole world and Tose kis soul : or what shall
a man give in exchange for his soul?  Until he free
himsell from the thought of eternity, or give his heart
to Gad, inefliciency tust characterize all his efforts.
Bur let him take the glory of God ns the motive of his
actions, and the thought of eterity as near at hand
will nerve his arm with an energy no otlier principle
can impert: for no man accomplishes so miuch, even
in @ wotldly pursuit, as he who labors in it with a re-
ligious mative.

2. Tt is also true, that in a few cases of real piety,
where bodily disease has thrown a settled melanchely
over the soul, the apprehension of death may wnnerve
the Christian's resolution and energies.  While in this
morhid state, a:dark eloud hus come over his prospects
for eternity ; and until that can be dissipated, he has
1o heart for labor, any more than the convicted impen-
jtent sinner—a character which be considers his own.
But excepted and anomalous cases of this kind it is
not my intention now to consider, I speak of the
(luence of the great principle under consideration, upon
the Christian character inu healthy state, And it
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may be in a bealthy stata—often the most hea
is most feeble. This influence, [
aly
1,. the first ylm , i is A RESTRAINIS

. Self-denial, mortification of the unhaly appe-
tites.and passions, a subjection of the whele man to
the power of holiness, was a prominent requirement in
the tesehiog of Christ.  And his apostles took up the
same doetrine, and enforced it by precept and exam-
ple.  With them there was no attempt (© make a com-
e with any inordinate proper or to plead for
dulgence that would in the least interfere with
1 holiness of heart and life. The offending right
out off, or the right eye plucked out, with-
out a moment’s hesitation. At an advanced period of

his ministry, we hear Paul testifying, that every mon
who striveth for the mastery is temperate in oll things.

I therefore so run not o3 uncer tainly : so fight I, not
ds one. that beateth the air. But I keep under my
body and bring it into swljection, lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be & castaway. 1t was not loug, boweyer, b
fore Christians discovered that these rig

rules, which Christ and his apostles found ¢

ware not necessary for them. The consequence b
been, that overy forms of excess has deluged the ch
while its ministers have been as earnest to rt

with the gospel, as Christ and the apostles wero to
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prove their contrariety, Monkish seli-denial in things
of litle. moment, was thonght to purchase a plenary
indulgence for the unholy eppetites aud passions.
Protestant Christianity is indeed beginning to open her
eyes upon these abominations. In our covntry, espe-
cially the church, is attempting to free herselbfrom
alcoholic stimulants.  But some of her mewbers, and
even ministers yet cling to its use, and entrench them-
selves behind the Lible in vindication of winy as a
beyerage. Oh how dreadfully stupifying, even to the
Christian’s soul, is Tong eontinued sinful indulgence!

1. "o other forms of intemperance—less gross in-
decd, but as really opposed 1o the spirit of the gospel,
—the church has scarcely yet begun to apen her eyes.
A filthy, poisodous weed, against whose introduction
among their subjects, Mahomedan and heathes rulers
issued their ediets, is still suffered to blunt the intel-
Teets, sour the temper, and shorten the lives of a mul-
titade of Christians: many of whom have become so
mad upon this indulgence, a3 to close their eyes agninst
all fight that is offered on the subject, and to manifest
irritation and resentment when this weak part of their
character is assailed.  Tn the place, also, of that pure
and sufficient beverage, which God bas provided for
all his ereatures, what multitudes of Christians employ
some narcotie and stimulating potation, at an expense
of money und vitality suficient to bless millions of men
with the bible and the light of life |




35. In respect to fvod, still more wide spread is in-
tempernace.  How oltea do profissing Christians out-
rage those physiological laws, which God has given

consen

us for the regulation ¢ ?
quence; what an amount of precious time is lost in

stupor and sleep, which is employed by the temperate
in active efforts | How hard does the oppressed sye-
tem struggle under its cruel load ; and how early are
the vital energies exhuusted, and premature old age,
with fretfulness and despondency, induced !

56. Now to put a strong curb npon these intemper-
ate propensities, we want in active exercise a sense of
the nearness of etemity, This will lay the axe at the
root of every ivordinate animal appetite. 1t will make
a man feel that woune of Lis precious time is to be
wasted in unlawlul sensual indulgence. 1f a heathen
conld say, “T have & nobler nature, and am boro to
nobler destinies, than that I should be the sluve of my
vile body,” * shall not a stronger and holier purpose
dwell ia the Christign’s soul, which he knows is the
temple of the Holy Ghost, and which will scon be a
disembodied spirit in the prosence of infinite holiness ?
When be daily feeds upon the manna of heayen, |
le will be the attractions of the dainties of the
le ; and how ready to abandon nt once every indul-
génce that impedss or interrupts bis communion with

* Msjor sum, et ad majora natus, quam. ut mascipium vilis

corporis sim,  Seided

5
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Goil, and bis Jabors for man | On his heart the solemn
admounition of Christ falls with great power: Tuke
heed to yourselves, lest af any time your hearts be over-
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness and caves of
this life ; and so that duy come upon yow unawares.
Oh how dreadful for the Chiistian to be prostrated
upon the bed of sickness in consequence of excess in
eating or drinking! To feel that he has cut short his
days, by indulging @ gross animal appetite; and that
in u few hours his naked soul must stand belore God
for the final reckoning ! And yet what multitudes are
thus overtaken by a shock of palsy; or apoplexy, or
violent fever, or stone, or colic, or other racking dis-
ease, induced solely by dictetic excess! Rather than
a Christian should come to such a heastly end, better
were it, almost, that he should literally follow the ad-
vice of Solomon :  when thou sitiest to cat with a rufer,
eansider diligently what is before thee: and put a
Fenife fo thy throat,if thou e a man given to appetite.
Beuter still is it, for such a man to cultivate an habit-
wal sonse of eternal things, so that their awful and

helming imp shall effi lly corb his
gross animal propensities. This principle does thus
operate upon the devoted Christian : and the man who
i« not temperate in all things, cannot be eminently
holy. Just so far as he sufiers from food or drink, in
his health or activity of body ormind; so mugh will
thes standard of his piety be sunk.
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. There is  still lower propensity in animal na-

that needs, even in the Chuistian, the stror
straining power of the principle under couside:
Not that the really converted wan will give him
up to the grossness of illicit pleasures. Bat there is
a pollution of the imagination that needs the light of
etetnity for its pusification. ~And if a man do really
feel himself to be very near its solemn scenes, with
what foree will the declaration of Christ comie home
1o his soul: whoso looketh on a woman to lust after
her, hath committed adultery with Ter already in kis
heart. Oh he canoot thiok of entering into the pres-
ence of God an adulterer, Ha will struggle, he will
pray egainst iropure thoughts, and rais against them
such a holy indignation, that they will be driven from
hig Losom.

88, A cencorious spirit is one of the most easily bes
sotting sins of the Christian : & habit that gains upon
i imperceptibly; and gets strong old ere he is aware.
1y bis intercourse with men, he meets with so much of
perverseness aud selfishness; that it requires a strong
counteracting principle 1o keep n exercise that charity
whiicli thinketh no evil, ‘This counteracting prine
i¢ o deep=seated conviction tha
<oon himsell to puss a serutiny before the universe, on
which hangs his etemal destivy, and knowing that
merey there can be his only hope, how can he cherish
an unkind or severe feeling towards his fellows, bound
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{o the same bar? IF he believes them less prepared
than himself for that scene, surely pity will take the
place of censoriousness, and sorrow of anger, when he
thinks of their prospects. Who was ever censorions
or unkind upon the bed of death ? How it softens the
heart towards the fanlts and weaknesses of others, 1o
Lave death approsch with his menacing dart! 'I'rue,
a dying man will fithfully wern sarrounding friends
of their dunger. But his admonitions will eoma so
Dlended with yearning love, and so softened by sweet
humility, that though they pass quite through the heart,
the wound is hatdly felt : and yet often it can be heal-
ed only by the balm that is in Gilead.

39, Alike efficacious is this principle in restra
fiom inordinate devotion to werldly pursuits ; to riches,
honors, or pleasures.  While in health, and death
secmingly at a distance; the world looms up before the
mind in bold cutline cad vivid coloring, and eternal
scenes form only the dim and unimpressive boundary
to the picture. But when we approach the borders
of eterity, its magnificent scenery, its more lofty
monntains, its richer vales, its lovelier skies, its bright-

more balmy atmosphere, make this world
look like a contracted, a dreaty, and uninviting spot.
We cannot feel as if all its riches, 1l its honors, all its
pleasures, coulll they be obtained, would be' ohjects
deserving of our supreme regord and affection, now
that so much nobler and wote satisfying objects ‘are




within our reach.  So farus jeots
d us iv our journey to the celestial city, and will
ake us more serviccablo 1o our fellow trayelers, we
may seek after them. ‘But so far os they retard Gur
progress, and make us satisfied with this world, anil
render etemul scenes dim and distant, and palsy our
Forts for the salvation of others, they are fatally dan-
gerous and ensnaring. And how far they may be
safely pursued, can be koown only to him on whose
soul the light of etornity shines strong and steady.
On this point we have a nolle example left s in

the scriptures. In the periad of David's deepest ad-

versity, Barzillsi had generously assisted him ; and
d

e thronm, e would fain have taken the good ald

when the tide of fortane had led I

man with him 1o J m, to enjoy the splendors of
his court.  But Barzillai said unto the king, how long
have I to live, that I should go wp with the King to
Jerugalens 2 1 am this day fowrscare years old ; and
can I discern between good and evil?  Can thy ser-
sant taste what Leat, or what T drink?  Can 1 hear
any more the voice of singing men and singing women?
Fherefore then shiould thy seroant be yet ¢ burder unto
iy lord the Tring Lt thy servant, 1 pray thee, turn
back again, that I ¢ ie i mine own vity, end be
buricd by the grave of my faiher and of my mother.
Sa fuels the man to whom eternal soenes seem near.
Have 1 5o little time left, says he, and shull T spend it
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in personal selfish gratiGeations 7 Shall I lay out my
plans for worldly agarandizement and pleasure, as if
centaries of earthly existeace were at my command,
when T know not but the scene may plose before this
day’s sun goes down? Rather will 1 enguge in pur-
cuits more approprinte to my condition. My great

business is to luy up treasutes in heavew, and to be
constantly ready for the suinmons that may reach me
st any liour, to go and possess them. The bustle and
noise of public political life; the temptations and soares
of lusury and wealth; the envy, jeslousy, competition
and incessant toil, to which they are subject who strive
after honor, will ba apt to prove barriess in the way of
the grand object Ihuve in view. Lot me follow, there-
fore, those calm pursuits, where 1 can be most useful
1o the world, end at the same time Gud the best op-
portunity to hold communion with God and my own
heart.

40. Among those whose pursuits are chiefly intel-
lectusl, where is the man who does not think mere
highly of himself than he ought to think? Pride of
intellect is the besetting sin of literary men.  And
nothing but the influence that emanates from a con-
stant realization of elernity, can curl this most indom-

able of all sins, Butin a near view of the throne
and the glories of God, and of the mighty spirits that
there bow in homage, the Toftiest buman intellect be-
comes & little child.  He cannot but feel his weakness,




and obtuséness. and ignorance, aud utter ins

when broughit into comparison with the intellect of
heaven. What though he may seea little farther than
the multitude around him; yet how much beyond
hie loftiest intellectual Bights, does the ken of the mean-
est spirit in heaven reach ! Into that bright circle he
expects cre long to be admitted ; and he feels sure

that he shall stand there the very lowest upon the
sonle of intellect. How can he then but exclaim,
with the son of Sirach. why is carth and ashes proud?

41, I remark in the second place, that a lively sense
of the nearness of efernity areris A SOUTHING AND SUS-
rarxise aneruENce. And who does not know how
often such an influence is needed in this vale of tears?
Be o man ever so yielding and conciliating—strive s
he may to do unto others as he would they should do
anta bim, it would be strange il even be should not
sometimes meet with insult and ahuse which demand
something more than this world can furnish, to sustain
with a becoming temper,  For our religion directs, not
merely that when smitten oo one cheek we turn the
other; but thal we likewise love our enemies, blees
them that eurse us, and do good to them that hate us,
and pray for them that despitafully use ws and perse-
cute us, Hard work this for unsanctified buman na-
ture: Hard work for that Christian even, who does
not keep eternity near.  But he ean do it whose soul
is subdued into & sweet and childlike submission, by
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long discipline and fumiliar intercourse with cternal
things. Not only will e find himsell sustained under
abnse and reproach, but his heart will meet them with
the gushes of pity, and sincere intercession in behall
of their authors, instead of the flashes of resentment
and the withering curse.  With the glories of heaven
full in view, how little will he feel the reproaches of
warth ; and how can Le but pity those, who manifest
a spirit that must exclude them from that happy world.

42. But the enemies of the good man sometimes
succeed in blasting his reputation, and thus destroying
his usefulaess among his fellow-men.  Can he sustain
such o load ?  "T'he principle under consideration pos-
sesses an inherent elasticity, which increases in exact
proportion to the weight laid uponit.  The whale
world united, canuot crush the spivit of that man whose
conscience smiles approbation, and whose open eye
looks upon the glovies of eternity as near, and as as-
suredly his own. Eavy and malice once did their
worst, and succeeded in arraying the world agsinst
two Cliristians, who were scourged, and cast friendless
into the stocks of a foul and dark inner prison, where
they lay all night with their bleeding bodies fustened
to the cold ground. Butat midnight, Paul end Silus
prayed and song praises to God. Oh they then felt
that eternity was very near, and that their trials were
almost atan end, and therefore could they forget their
pains and dangers in a seng of exulling praise.
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Still farther: this same principle has often boen
triumphant amid the exeruciating agonies of martyr
dow. What mere terrible ‘death can be conceived,
than to fall beneath o shower of stones from an infun-

57 Yet in that moment of in suffer
it was enough to sustain. the soul of the dying Steplicn,
that he sew heaven opened, and the n of man stand-
on the vight hand of God. Toto that world of
untttorable bliss, and to the everlasting love and favor
of that Savior, he was in one moment to enter ; and
what 1o Yim were all mortal agonies? Pity for his
murderers was the only feeling which their cruelty
cauli) excite, and thelr sulvation the last earthly ol
on which his mind fogered.  And how many martsrs,
emid the choking fumes, with hedven in full view,
have etoployed their last breath in a song of hely tri-
umph, instend of dying groaus !

44. Some may feel, however, and perhaps justly,
that it requires less of foritude and divine support 10
endure the martyr’s biour of agony, than to bear up
month after month, and ye fier year, under poyerty
and neglect, or the perverscuess and ingratitude’ of
those with whom sve nre- indissolubly united for fife.

indeed is it, for instance, to toil, and toil dll

premature decay begins o furrow the visag » and orip-
|

v
le the energies, and yet be unable to unloose the ron

grasp of poveity s to toil teo, perhaps alone, with no
sympatli m into which to pour our sorrows—




10 b, for instance, the widowed mother, who would,
but caonot secure her numerous family from poverty
and neglect—nay, who can searcely supply their daily
physieal wauts,  Still more trying is it, for one of the
feebler sex to fiud that her earthly destivies are united
10 those of a drunken husband, whose barbarity she
must endure in silence and veglect as long os life con-
(inugs—to find, in fict, that the only pillow on which
she can hope in fature to repose, is a bosom filled with
daggers.  With her, hope so far es this world is con-
cerued, is dead, and sullen despair has settled upon all
ber prospects.

45, These views of human suffering are indeed dark
and distressing.  But mark now the exact adaptation
of the principle under consideration to afford relief.
Does the sufferer feel that the load upon him is intol-
erable 7 Tiot him only remember that these light af-
flietions, which are but for a moment, will work out
for lim @ far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory ;—that iu proportion to the severity of his suffer-
ings here, will ‘be the amount of his glory hereafter ;
and with what an evergy and even cheerfulness to en-
dute, will the thought inspire him! Or should the
thought still weigh upon bis spirits, that Lis tials must
Jast through life, let bim only get impressed with a
sense of the nearness of etemity, and that long life of
suffering will be coutracted 10 a span; and his long
and dreary road toa single step.  Tlis heart will throw

. and be will sing,
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Though painful at present
“Fwill couse before long ;

Aud then ol how pleasant
The conqiierar’s song.

46. Another severe trial to nature,
feeble health. As
Jax its hold, wnder the application of remedies, bope
and animation revive; but only to be again blasted.
String after string gives way in the strugele, and hope,
so long disappeinted, dures no longer build upon de-
ceitful appearances, But if the individual, thus blast-
ed in bis expectations from this world, lives in & near
view of eternity, the eye of faith can look calmly be-
yond the wreck of sublunary scenes, and gaze delight-
ed upon the bright gloties that rise in prospect. The
heart; having at length. yielded itself unreservedly to
the will of God, cheerfully resigos its fondest worldly
plans ; and though not dead to the attachments of
carth, its supreme attachments, its only subStantial
hopes, its treasure, its all, are in heaven. The subdu-
ed, yet exulting feelings of such an individual, are ex-
pressed in the following hymn :

ong continued

isease pow and then seems to re~

1. Thesa weary Timbs, this acking henrt,
In sweet repose will non be laid

Within the graye, that peacoful bed,
Witich mortal woes can ne'er invade.

9, Long and severe has boen the strife
disease and nature’s force ;
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But yielding uow, T feel my life
And death moyes on his eoayuering course

2. How hard fo/turs on nsture's face—
God's own fitix wark—the lust sd view !
To focl eachlov'd one’s last cmbrace,
And hear the funl, fond adieu !

4. Yot there, wo dark to natare’s oe,
Wil fuith in Chrint give power to sing,
10 grave, where is thy victory,

Reléntiess death, whers is thy sting

Ono hour, snd the durk storm goos by
One slep; and on the heavenly shore;
1 stand beneath x clondless sk
And driuk in joy forevermor.

47. Thete is one more example in which the sooth-
ing and sustaining pawer of this principle is mighty,
and if resorted to, would always be sufficient Death
has come in and smitten down one deur friend after
another, till the sense of loneliness und desolation comes
over us, and the heart feels as if its wounds would
never be bealed.  But if that hieast can only be made
{o feel, as its boreavements ought to make it feel, how
very mear oternity is, and bow soon it will be united
to its Christian, [riends who have eutered their final
rest, and not only so, but will then see the Savior as
he is, and feast forever upon Iiis glories, how will the
inch or two of time be forgotten in the glorious antici-
pation of that joyful reunion. The Christien in such
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a frame, will perceive that his departed friends have
escaped from their boudage in a distant uncongenial
land, and gone home to their Father's house, while be
is left still in fetters.  His thoughts will dwell vpon
the period when his soul also, shall leap out from its
servitude, a pure and joyous spirit, to meet the wel-
eome of his Savior, and the congratvlations of the re-
deemed.  For, as the futher, on his return from long
absence, is met at his door by his affectionate and je
ful family, so the Christian’s friends, who have gooe
before him to glory, will issue from the portals of
heaven to welcome him ta his everlasting bome.  Sure-
Iy such musiogs as these will turn into nectar the bit-
terest cup of afffiction ever mingled.

48, T rmark in the third place, that a lively sense
aof the nearness of eternity, will exert A QUICKENING
rLuesce.  Men are naturally sluggish and inactive,
and unless some great controlling principle wakes up
their dormant energies, one half of life will be wasted,
even by the Christian, while conscience scarcely lifis
a note of remonstrance, hecause she is unenlightened.
The mind is kept in a dozing state, by the all pervad-
ing and almost universal deception, that eternity is not
near, and death is distant. But when the spirit of
grace has tomn off the veil of this delusion from the
mind, the man wakes up as from a dream, and girds
himself for a mighty effort. “1s the time so short,”
hie will say, “and the work I have to do so momento

6
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and great, and shall T suffer one precious bour to be
lost?  Ob, it needs the whole of the short period left
me to prepare my own heart for beaven : it needs the
whole to study and understand anything of the works
and character of God : it needs the whole to accom-
plish anything for my fellow-men. God help me so
to select the objects of my pursuit, that none of my
time shall be spent inlaboriously doing nothing. God
help me so judicionsly and skillfully to engage in every
labor, that the greatest amount shall be accomplished
in the shortest period.”

49. The power which a near view of eternity pos-
sesses Lo arouse even an irreligious man to exertion, is
well exhibited in the history of Muley Moluc, emperor
of Moroceo.  His troops were engaged in battle with
the Portugese, aud he was carried upon a litter into
the field, conscious that he must die in a very few
hours of an incurable disease. But seeing his troops
begin to give way, he sprang [rom the litter, rullied
his fiying army, saw his enemy beaten, and returning
to his couch, sank down exbausted, and expired. He
knew that the effort would be fatal, and he knew also
that it was his last effort ; but the object before bim
was a great one, and by concentrating in this one act
overy remaining energy of body and soul, he succeed-
ed in what seemed little short of & miracle. So the
Christiun, to whom eternity seems near, and the object
before him of immense importance, will be borne up-
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ward and onward in his efforts as it by
power.  1f such an one hor
something before he dies for the honar of God, and the

good of man, and if in every effortin which he engages

lie deeply realizes that that may be the last opportu-
nity, he will move forward in his work with giant
strength,  The beliel that a man was probably per-
forming his last eaythly labor, has been the secret of
suceess in some of the noblest efforts of man, espe-
cially in the cavse of religion. The best practical
works on teligion owe their great value to the leaven
of this feeling. And when the migister of the gospel
in his weekly preparations for the pulpit, acts under
its ingpiration, that man’s labor will be successful.

50. The power of this principle in giving strength and
activity 1o the intellect, is little understood by the mass
of mankind, Nay, the commen impression is, thut o
become devotedly pious is to cramp the intellectuul
powersand take away hall their energy and ac tivity
But such a conyersion as this is not the regeneration
of the bLible. Thatiopeus new fields of i
research, and brings more powerful motives to
exertion than can come from any other source.
be who knows the history of religious men, cannot but
have ofien noticed bow & transformation of heart ha
brought out new energies of intellect and of action.
True, the man may choose new fields of inve i
hecause he henceforth means to labor where he can
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glorify God. But the increased power of his mindis
often us remarkable as the change in his conduct and
feelings. And it will alweys be thus if the Christian
live habitually alive w the realities and stirring influen-
ces of eternity,

51, When the ministers of the gospel urge their hear-
ersin strang language to moderate their devotion to the
world, and to live for eternity, irreligious men feel that
if they adopt this recommendation; they must toa
greal extent give up their industrious habits ; and they
well know that without these they canuot be success-
ful in any Jawfal pursuit, and therefore they rogard
the minister’s exhortations as impracticable and hostile
to the best interests of society. Bul this is a sad mis-
apprehension.  For the minister well knows that with-
oul unliring industry, neithar the merchaat, mechanic,
nor farmer, can succeed in their eallings ; and that dis-
tinetion can never be sequired by the artist, the pro-
fessional man, the scholar, or the man of science,
without the most laborious study and theught, But
he urges the man not to forget that for the motives and
manner of his exertions he is accountable to God. He
wants the worldly man to be as industrious as ever ; but
henceforth to Yabor for God, and not 1o build up as he
has done, a separate and a selfish interest.  He wants
the man to live conscious of the presence and holiness
of God, and of the ncarness and awful solemnity of
eternity with its retributions,  Aeting under such an
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influence, the man will not be less, but more industri-
ous in.every lawful pursuit. True he will no Jonger
follow those pursuits which God does not approve :
but having chosen his sphere of labor, where God has
directed him, he will strive to excel in it that thereby
he may do more for the glory of God and the good of
wman.  He does not, as is too often done, make a di-
varee between religion and his daily worldly pursuits.
He feels as if his business was to conduct bis worldly
affairs religiously ; so that the approbation of God
shall be granted und his blessing bestowed. Thus
conducted, he finds that those pursuits do not alienate
his affections from Ged as they formerly did, but rend
10 his sanetification.

52, Here then we learn the secret, so little understood
even by religious men, of uniting the most active and
suecessful exertions in worldly affairs with eminent de-
votion to God. Some men we know do succeed in com-
bining these two things ; and they do it by bri
in as a great controlling power, a solema sense of cter-

nity. Nothing else can doit. The recluse may culti-

vate a habit of devotion, by shutting hiz eyes and his
ears o the fascinations of the world : but thisis f

ing from the world and not confuering it. The relig-
ious man, who cultivates religious feclings and habits
on the sabbath, but never imagines that religion has
any thing to do with lis ordinary secular pursuits, may,
by the mercy of God, be saved, 50 as by fire: but he

6*
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who goes into the active pursuits of life with such a
sense of eternal things upon his heart, that every spot
becames solemn with the presence of God, and by
this mighty principle keeps the world under bis feet,
lie is the man who will accomplish the most for God
and his generation, and whose crown of glory will
shine the brightest in heaven.

53. Such a habit too will strengthen in the Christian
the principle of holy love, and of course quickenits ex-
C Whenever the object of our attachmeat is &
worthy one, familiarity inereases our devotion 1o it.
The nearer, therefore, we upproach etemal objects,
and the more distinetly they are apprelicaded, the
deeper hold will they tike upon our hearts. The
nearer, also, the point of view from which we survey
this world and ghe next, is to the latter, the more ac-
curately can we compare the twostates ; and it is im-
possible but that this world should suffer in the cam-
parison 3 so that while the soul is drawn by a strong
impulse towards heaven, the antagonist attractions of
this world will lose much of their power. Thus will
holy love gain a double victery in the spiritual war-
fare.

54. The habit too of mingling religion with all the
pursuits of life, will tend to quicken our love to God and
the Redeemer.  The fact is, the world is full of objects
and events that teem with the presence and glory of
God. The constitation of nature and of society and
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the operation of natural and. provic 1 laws speak
to the eye and ear of fuith in living language
Holy men of old, whose record is in the bible, listen-
ed to this instruction intently. Ask now the beasts,
was their language, and they shall teach thee ; and
the fawls of the air, and they shall tell thee : or speak
to the swrth, and it shall teach thee : and the fishes
of the sea shall declare unto thee.  Who knoweth not
that in all these, the hand of the Lord hath wrought
ihis? These holy men felt themselves ever in im-
mediate contact with the God whom they loved ; and
s new beauties met thieir eye in liis works, znd new
wmercies were poured into their cup, they felt the ties
of holy love binding them closer (o bis throne. In
modern times we exclude God so much from the ordi-
nary scenes of lifo, and depend so much on formal
seromonies and cold abstractions 1o quicken and con-
firm our love, that it is tooapt o become as formal
and inoperative as the means ¢mployed 1o awaken it.
But he whose vision is quickened by familiar convarse
with eternal things, to discern God in all the scenes
and events of life, will find that bis maturer and pur-
er love has not lost the freshess and warmth of youth,

55. In proportion as Jove is strengthened and quick-
ened by familiar intercourse with eternity, will hope also
become more stable, until it reaches assurance. For
perfect lave, says the apostle, castoth out fear. Borne
upwards on the wings of faith and love gbove the
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murky phere of doubt and d
can look with a steady g

of heayen and feel that they are all assuredly her own :
and that a single  step over the narrow boundary be-
tween time and eternity, will bring bherinto full, unal-
loyed, and everlusting possession.

56, An inevitable effect of this matority of Jove and
hope will be boly and strong desives.  First of all will
the Christian sigh alter an entire freedom from sin.
As haliness guins & firmer place in his soul, sin will he=
come more Jonthsome, and he can redlize more its
hatefuloess in the sight of God. As he learns more
of heaven, heis made not merely to believe, but to
feel, thut nothing but perfect holiness can ever enter

there.  That perfection be knows he has not yet at-
tnined : but an unconquerable determination rises with-
in lim, never to cease the contest, until he ean raise
the shout of everlasting victory over this abliorred en-
emy.

55. Anotherobject of strong desire will be the sal-
vation of ‘men. The more fawiliar he becomes with
eternal scenes, the more terrible does he feel that man’s
loss to be, wha loses his soul, The brighter and more
distinet the glories of religion become, the more aston-
ishing does that blindness and delusion appear, which
keap men in stupidity and unconcern ho know that
they are under the wrath and curse of Almighty God.
His feelings eannot but rise to an agony of desire ;
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s that the language of Paul, paradoxical to so many
Cliristians, fitly represents bis convietions : 1 say the
truth in Christ, I lio not, my conscience also bearing.
me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heav-
iness and continual sorrow in my heart,  For I could

wish that myself’ were accursed from Christ, for my
brethren, my Jinsmen according to the flesh.

58, Pinally, a christian who lives thus in the habit-
ual realization of eternity, will have daily desires after
heaven. Nor is it necessary in order that he should
have such desires, that he should depreciate or undar-
value the ohjects of this world; or become disgusted
with them.  And truly, in spite of all that the disap-
pointed, the meluncholy, and the misanthropic m
say, thisis a beautiful, und might be a happy world.
Were all within the soul as happily attuned as all is
without, in epite of the disorders of sin, man's ear
might be regaled with an almost constant symphony.
What nluuo s prospects there are for the eye to rest
upon on almost every side 7 How noble an objeet is
the wide acesn—terrible when its waves are piled ta
heavea, and lovely when

“on its face
+ munshine softiy ple
green heaving billaws lonve no trave
OF all the wrath and wreck of yestord
What magnificent mountaing, stretehi along the hori-
zon, with their lofty peaks, their imposing precipices,
and their green slapes!  What lovely vallies checker
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dseape, and swelling hillocks with forests and

glu ad eultivated fields, through which wander
the poble riverand the mupmuring streamlet ! What
 green carpet, inwrought with flowers of every form
and hue, is spread under our feet!  What a splendid
canopy over our heads! What sunrises and sun-
sets!  What sublime gathering and wheeling of the
clotids, when God speaks in the thunder tempest!
What variety, and life, and inusic, ameny the animal
ofeation attend us wherever we wander among the
works of Ged! How sweot the interchange of
thought and feeling by means of speech among the
human family : and what an exhaustless source of ra-
tional Bappiness in the records of past discoverics and
inventions in' the arts and sciences ! How soothing
pathies and attach of
friendship, and all the tender rolations and endenr-
wents of social life! In short; God bas crowded the
world with means of happiness and given us all the
faculties necessary for their enjoyment ; and in spite
of all aur nbuse of our powers and prrversion of his
gifis, there is in the world a vast amount of enjoyment.
50, Add to all this, that the devoted Christian is of
41l men best fited to enjoy the world. Sin is the
great coemy of our enjoyment; but Lis lieart is more
free from its dominion than that of any other man.
He hest knows how 1o use witheut abusing the wifts of
Providenee, He, less than any other man, dreads dis=

and ining the sy
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appointment, because he has a treastire laid up in heav-
en. Along with ail his worldly enjoyment, there is
mingled a sense of the presence and favor of the
Great Author of all good ; and this s a dooble
zest o every pleasore.  But in spite of all this, le
desives a better, even a heavenly country : and lis
desires ucrense the more familiar he becomes with
cternal sceoes. He paots for them, not because he
hates the world, but because he loyes heaven more ¢
hecause sin mats every earthly joy, butis excloded
from heaven : heeause his vew born nature sig
nobler pleasures : beeause here it sees through a
darkly, but there face 1o face.

60. 1 have made a supposition the mast favorable
possible to worldly enjoyment: a ease which is real-
ized iniits full extent probably not by one in ten thous
sand, even of devoted chris . Nearly all such
have other causes to stimulate their desires after heav-

en, Though willing to remain here @5 long a5 they
cah be useful, the thought of rele

depart and be with Christ, say th iv fur better.
Weate tired with this perpetual repetition of seeies
comparatively tasteless : with the constant recurrence

of enimal wants, We are wearied with the ¢l of
flesh and sense that hang upon our religious affsctions :
—and above all, with the sin that mingles with all our
services.  We are sick at heant with the complicated
woes and sufferings of this confused and miseralile
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world ¢ woes which we can only weep and pray over,
but cannot relieve. We nre distressed with the stu-
pidity and perverscngss of man. We are compelled
to withess the trinmphs of sin around us: to see the
Jaw and authority of God trampled under foot, and
the bload of Christ counted an unholy thing. Wars
and rumors of wars, assssinations and suicides, robbery
and oppression; lond every breeze with their story.
A darkness that may be felt broods over the vast ma-
Jority of ourrace ; and even where the true light be-
gins to shine, men band together to quench its beams.
What triumphing of the wicked on every side, and bow
neglected and perverted are the good. Even in the
church of Christ, in protestant lands, what ecclesias-
tical pride, what unehecked worldliness, what vseless
discussions, what cruel reviling of brethren 7 Our own
private friends, too, how muny of them have been sev-
ered from our side, and how lonely an aspect the world
begins to assume!  Oh how different a place from
this must heaven be.  And blessed be God, we know
that it is near.  Already its glories begin to beam up-
on us, and its songs to fall upon our ears.  Our chains
are dropping off; and in anticipation of our early deliver-
ance, we will cheerfully bear up under our trils in
this distant land, assured that soon we shall be wel-
comed to the mansions prepared for usin our Father's
house.”

69. Such are the happy fiits of cultivating near
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communion with eternity. A sense of its neame:
is one of the mightiest principles that ever stimalated
men to action.  Under its influence some with the
feeblest constitutions of body have made such giaat
efforts, that the world will feel them and bless their
names through all generations.

62. Robert Boyle may be named as one of these.
Of thie most slender constitution, he med almost
incapable of great effort.  And yer he raised himself
to the very pinnacle of philosophical distinction,
and laid a broad foundation on which many madern
sciences have been built.  But Tiis highest glory was
that he was a humble chyistian, wlio conseerated all
his attainments 1o thé good of men and the glory of
God. His biographer says, that it seems wonderful
he could have performed so much.”™  The secret of it
all is, thet he felt himsell continually 1o be a dyi
man, and that each successive effort was his last.

63. Pascal was another of those extraordinary
minds, that appear to bles the world from time to
time ; yet his was contained in a body so full of in-
firmity and pain, that it never could have accompl
ed anything, bad not the consciousness of eternity as
very near, inspired him with superhuman resolution and
strength.  He did not live long; but the writings
which he left will transmit his uawe to the latest times,
and they bear the impress, not merely of genius and

1
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talent, but of a soul thut drew its energy from the
eternal wotld.

64, Who'is not amazed at the immensity of litera-
ry labor accomplished by Richurd Buxter? Aud what
chyistian, in reading his practical works, does not feel
that the spirit whigh tley breathe is the very spirit of
heaven ! And the secret of their churm and poweris,
that he drank in its bulmy acd odoriferons air.  So
feehle was he, that rigid temperance alone saved him
from the gave, and so besat by enemies, that he knew
pot what a day would bring forth. Under such cir-
cumstances, every time he sat down to write, he felt
as if that was probably his last opportunity to glorify

God, ot do good to man, and therefore be resolved to

pour his whole sonl into his composition—10 writé a5
a man would, who liad but one short step to take to ba
in heaven; who stood habitually so near eternity, that
on the one side he could hesr the songs of the redeems=
ed, and on the other the wailings of the lost. Little
did he think that God had <o much for him to do on
earth; or that his frail body could bold out so long.
Nor could he buve conceived what a mighty influence
he was sending down through all future tin:

65. In a feeble constitution, which led him to cul-
tivate a close communion with eternal things, we find
the probable secret of Dr. Doddridje’s eminent sue=
cess and great wmount of Jabors: It was the like fa=
miliar oo with the world to come, that imparted
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Hereulean power and heavenly eweetness to the wri-
ings of sueh men as Owen, and Leighton, and Howe,
and Matthew Her nd Joha Ellior, and Waus, and

Thomas Seott, and Jonathan Edwards: though in

feeble constitution which God
live to eter-

er, the case
vents, In reading their histories, we are ofien
edat the improdent exposure of their health of
which they were ¢ . when we sec
what a supernaturul ene and, heavenly sweetness
accompanied the prostration of their bodily powers, we
iod left them thus to this recklessness
that through disease he might communicate
rey to theirsonls. Oh how much of the li
1es from the pag
s of bodily weal:
3 ons sweet production
lecausa it was inspired by
under leration, A genius and
while life was fi bbing nway, and eternal glories
brightening before him, poured his whole soul into

The Course of Time,"”

nor hides o
off the sky, bot 1
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68, But enough of examples for my purpose and
more than encugh.  Christian reader, I have brought
before you in these remaks some glimpses of a s
principle of action, which you ean adopt, and which
will arm you with giant strength in your spiritual and
intellectual we 2 idsense of eternal things,
deeply and habitally inpressed, will wake up within
you an ability and an encrgy of which neither you nor
otliers bave any conception, It will spread s

Jjoy aver your souls in the place of darkness and

-l ubt and difieulty. Tt will smooth the puth befora

you, which may nowgeem obscure, and rough, and ob-
roefed. It will cammunicate to all your labors for
od and man a mighty yet lovely influence; and per-
tinfluence may be deepening and widening
| be slecping in the dust.  Oh who
not resolve that henceforth eternity shall be kept

in full view !

69. To furnish some feeble aid to/the christian in ac-
vp:irm; a deeper sensibility to eternal things, | have
woven this Weearn. Tris made up of amaranthine
H.]\wr: gathered by holy men beneath the Cross, where
they huve been nourished by the blood of Chist. [
have performed only the humble task of culling them
cut and binding them 1ogether.

0. Tam aware that the mere title of this hook, A
Wreath for the Tomb,—will give it a repulsive aspect
in the eyesof the great mass of mankind, who will




33 it by with a & glance; bee:

g se all the ass
tions, which in their minds cluster around death a

mity, are ouly melancholy and forbidding,  Had
entitled it, 4 Wrcath for the Warrior, or a Wreath

the Statesman,-of a Wreath for the Scholar, or
cn a Wreath for the Convivial, it would have a5-
1 to favour.  Buat if it shall fall under the

I
ey of
some humble ¢

an, who has learot that sweet flow-
ers may be gathered even upon the tomb, and if these
extrupts shall serve 1o give buoyancy to his hope, and
cheerfuluess and energy to his efforts, and help him to
complete bis vietory over deatjggand the grave, L shall

1 as if the labor, or rather I ought to

fice] say, the plea-
sure und profit of its prepa

ion, are amply rewarded.
71. Take then, humble soul, take this Wreath and
bind it around thy brow. The thorns have all been
extracted and platted into the crown of thy Redeemer,
which he wore v 1 , that these flowers might
become bri
and sweeter as you approuch that dark valley where
ull other things fade, The waters of Jordan will ex-
ert upon them a transforming power
ascend its farther bavk, they will b
or Limopraviry.

that when you
ecome TuE Whears

™




THE LESSONS TAUGHT BY SICKNESS.
A SERMON

LIVERED FEB.4,1839, TN THE CHAPEL OF
AMHERST COLLEGE

1t is good for me that T have been affiicted ; that 1
wmight learn thy statutos—Psaty cxix. 71,
Frou the cradle to the grave God keeps cvery man
in aschool of meral discipline. The means of instruc-
dlmost infinitely vasied but aly i
ted 1o the age, disposition and circumstances of

the individual. Sometimes he uses prosperity
~mvwl|'1|r' adversity ; generally health, but somet

*urmlh competence or weslth, but some-
metimes reproach and disgrace, and
sometimes popularity and homor. But whenever any
change is made in the mode of instruction we may be
sure it is intended for the good of the individual. Like
o wise and benevolent parent, God places us his ignor-
ant and wayward ebildren under various instructions,
thathe may operate upon all the principles of our na-
tuve and render our diseipline more complete : in other
wonls, that we may learn more of his © stafutes.”
statutes ' of the Lovd are those eternal prin-
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which he sustains and governs the
material and spiritual worlds. Now just in prope
as we learn and conform to these statutes shall
happy, and so far as we are ignotant of them or reft
conformity, shall we b miserable. The great object of
man's existence, therefora, ie to leern and obey the
tutes of the Lord, Hence i ¢ condition of
tis important 1o inquire le 508 this great
et, it is intended we should
during the present season, haye
g ckness: one of the most pows
means of moral disoipline which God ever ems
1 hope thorefore, that 1 may be allowed 1o
i euts in pointing out some of the mos
respecting the statutes of the Lord,
he intends to teach us by this dispensat
cially as 1 hope the subject may not
st and profit to that maore numerous
me, who huve not heen thus exercised.
When I speak of sickness I mean that of a decided I
charac A man may for iosths and even ¥
laboting under what is ¢ 'llur feeble health; and yet be

able to attend o many of the duties and enjoy many

ol the comforts of life. In such a state Le ought in-

o learn many us le 3, respecting the stat-
utes of the Lord. But when all the encrgies of hady
wd mind ate asyailed with @ strong hand, and n fiorce

and feasful eontest commences between the powers of
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umstances: and even though the

instruetion be of the same nature, it is brought home

o the mind with so much

reater emphasis and urg

yras to seem altogether new. 1 now proc

sous which

peiat out some of the most important le
we ought to leara in such o condition.

In the first place, we are taught that sickness and
health are as dependent upon fived and invariable laws
as any operations of nature.

This statement

5 contrary to the prevailing opinion
among men : or rather perbaps I ought to say, most
men without ever ha
have a feeling that «

= thought much on the subject,
kness nssa

men arbitrarily and

that the cause does not exist in themselves: or o

speak more religious!

vy sickness is a special act of God's
Providenee intended for chastisement, and in selecting
the individuals, God does not act accordi
L

tive of law.

2 to natural

» butaccording (o his own sovereign will, irrespee-

They are apt to regard diseases as birds

of prey sailing abaut in the atmesphere,
prey £ ¥

and pouncing

upon any whe may chiacee to come within their reach.
If'a man of ck that he tock a
er, or pleurisy, or consump-

cly views ean say of the

cold which settled into a fe

tion, he is apt 1o feel that he has givonall the explan-
ation in his power of theorigin of the disease. The

ok

dis-

4uestion

15 nat 1o occur to bim, why the man t

the colid, or why the cold settled into an alarmir
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that disease removes the man ot of
psin the mor of bis-duys, or from
at uzelilness, it is called g terious
k dispensatio.
il -not be thought 1 deny that si
Iways an act of God’s P
ance with |

koess is
denceand instrict aceord-

But I maintuin that jn
that Providence and that soye-
in respect to elmost every thing alse,

ding to fixed laws: so that when disease assails

us, we may be sure that there is a vatural cavse for if.
God has ordain:

certain statutes which must be ob-
served or health cannot be mi

ined. . If a man vol
¥, ignorantly oe
lates these rules, he must as certain]

vatarily o involunt

s if he thrust his hand into

True the human constitution
:d with & remarkalle powerof resis rbid ine
fluences to a certain extent, so that severe case may

not follow every slight deviation from the laws of
health. In such a case, however, nature warns us |

the catareh, the headache, debility,or in some other way
ssecd: and if we do not
voice hut persist in a disregurd of hyg
yields ut le

that she is oppr heed ber
nic Jaws she
gth to the aceamulited pressure snd severs
ease, perhaps death, is th

onsequence.
case it is no more

o such &
terious thata man should sie

en
[ i an e should be d

hed in pieces if e
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throws himsell from a tower. 1
in the one ¢ase; thongh ignoram of
ty, neither will itsave him in ‘the other, thaugh i
uorant of the of bealth.  No matter of what
1ge or condition, whether useful or useless, lionored or
despised s he bas been violating the Jaws of his pliys:
cal nature and must suffer the per

If these views are correct the two considera-
tions that make it-very important that thiey should tako
the place of those ¥ngue notions on this subject which
now prevail® Ta the Gest place, until nen believe tiat
disease and health depeud upon fixed and invariable
law, they will not bo careful to study those laws in or-
der to avoid the first and preserve the latter. In the
second place, a large proportion of cur sicknesses are
the restiltof criminal negligence or temerity. Bot so
ug as we can make ourselves bolieve (hat they ire
breuglit upon us by fate, or chance, or the Providence
ol God acting without law, we shall be inscosible w
the persopal guilt that attaches to u

Now thie tendency of severe sickness is to bring us
to understand this subject sright.  When prostrated

disease nnd racked by pain, we are very apt to n

ollect not a few instances in which we violated the

laws of health by imptoper exposure to the incler
cies of the season, or by dietetic excesses, or by over-
working the mind or the body, or in some other way

And we remember too, how distinetly nature warned
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us of our danger, if we should persist in oppressing
her. But we vainly trusted to the strength of our
eanstitution or some other delusion, vntil nature yield-
edin the contest and we found ourselves unexpected-
Iy in the hands of an unmerciful giant, who had pow-
er to rack and distress if not destroy.  Very few in
such a case can feel that no blame attaches to them in
the sl of God. They no longer view aitention to
health as a matter of swall imponance. They feel
that their sin demands deep and vofeigoed repentance;
nd that they are suffering the just pusishment of hav=
ing violated u fixed law of Jehovah. Would that the
multitudes who are now doing this, would learn

out passing through =o severe a school of

ine a5 God has found it necessary to make some

enter! But among the healthy, the delus
ou this subject is too dee fe to be broken I-,—
any other means. A ose of us who remember
the wormwood and the gall of our discipline, see to it
that we do not relapse into our former state of temerity
and fool bardiness,

2. Tn the second pluce, sickness teaches us how en-
tire is our dependence upon God.

Tn o few days or even hours, we find ourselves re-
duced from & state of activity and energy to more
than infant weakness. Tt seems as if it needed but
one breath more of the same blast to finish the work.
We lie tottering on. the very brink of the grave, and
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we can hardly see what keeps us out of it unl
be the power of God. The power of God! that
indeed our only hope and safer Daoes any one
say it is berter to tust in the physician’s skill ?  But
what is his skill apart [rom the power of God? 1 do
not mean the power of God exerted miraculously : for

it may be put foith in accordance with the laws of

nature with just as much e ncy and certainty of
reaching particular cases, as il those laws were con-
teavened by itand a manifest miracle were wrought.
Nor would it in such a case be any the less the agency
of God, than if miraculous. The grand inquiry is,
has an event taken place as God would have it? 1II
it Has, why should we look upon it as any the less His
work, because He has sccomplished it through the in-
strumentality of second causes, which He hims
tablished? If T am recovered sickn
“fuse to acknowledge the hand of God in i,
it was throgh the aid of skiilful physicians, or care-
ful nursing, or appropriate remedies? For who so
arranged my ecircumstances that 1 should be favored
with these advantages?  And who knows what
changes in my circumstances God accomplished for
my good, not by interfering with the regular sequence
nature’s operations, but by au alteration, out of our
sight, in some of the links of that long chain of sec-
ondary cau chiich connects visible nature with his
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The writers of the bible rarely atiempt to distin-
guish between God's miraculous and ordinary ngency
Has God done it ? was their grand inquiry : If he had,
the glory was all ascribed to him; and the agency,
too, whetler accomplished mirsculously or not.  And
in order to aseertain whether God had dene anything,
they only inquired whether an event had taken place;;
for it was with them a settled principle, that nothing
ooours without His agency—an aganey 100, as real agd
efficient us if every event were a miracle. Tt was re=
served for the speculative spirit of modern times, fo
draw a broad line of distinction between miraculous
and common ageacy, and then to make the inference.
as unphilosophical ns it is hostile to vital piety—that
God does not really bring about any events that are
not miraculous 3 but that all others are to be regarded
only as the result of the laws of nature.  Much of
the unholy leaven of this fulse prineiple deeply affects
the experience of most christians. A good cure for it
is 10 be thrown helpless upon the bed of sickness. 17
& man is not then brought to feel himself absolutely
at God’s dispossl, he never will feel it.  His vain self-
confidesce in which he had trusted while in health,
as his pradence, his temperance, bis regularity,
his good constitation, and the like, all fail him now ;

uand he is thrown upon the soversign mercy and pow=
er of Jehovah. If one christian feeling lingers in his
breast, be canaot but feel that not & ray of hope can
come from any other quarter,
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B. In the third place, siclmess tends to quick
sensibilities to the value of our blessings.

If we never duly estimate our blessings till they are
lost, then health can never be j # iated till
we are sick.  Asid were proof wanting 1o show how
low un estimate men place upon bealth, it would bie

furnished by theliule care they take to preserve

and the wanton manner in which they expose it.

But when the pains and prostration of disease assuil
them, they are emazed to see what a blessing they have
lst, perhaps irrecoverably ; and they look back with
mortification and penitence upon their insensibility
to the greatest of all God's natural blessings. Ohif
they could but recover od would again put
into healthful play the ten thousand wheels and springs
of the fearfully and wonderfully made machinery of
their animal system ; they feel sure they could never
again negleet its preservation, or become insensible
to itz yalue, And such a state of feeling will lead
to se¢ how much he has undervalued
of providence; and make him feel
ore sensibly lis indebtedness for any that are still
continued: so that I doubit not but often the cup of
cold water that allays the sick man’s fever, is reeeived
with more heart-felt and lively geatitade, than all the
bounteous provision God ks given him for his bodily
wants during months of health.
Again: God sends upon no man a contivued sick-

severe that it has no seasons of intermission :
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ons when suffering censes,

rity is relaxed, are frequent. Now both

saffering and pleasure are greatly heightened by con-

trast : 5o that the more severe our paios, the more

hapy gratefa] shall we be in their mitigation.
With 2 sensibility to favors tlius quickened,
man aften enjoys intently what would excite

no eniotion in the bosom of the strong and bLealthy,

Hence the care of friends, physicians, and attendants
even a word or lock of sympathy, exeite a sense of
gratitude and abligation.

I bave been made acquainted with an example of
the effect of this quickensd sensibility upon the im-
agination of a sick man, which it may not not be itrel-
cvant to menticn.  He had long been waiting and
boping in vain for the return of that natural perspiration
wlhiose suppression is 5o tryingin fever. At longth ane
morning bo was awakened from gentle - slumber by a
dream, inwhich he fincied ke heard a voice saying to
him “here is & present fonyou,” while at the sume
instant,  large card studded with preciaus stones was
dropped before Lim. So stiang was the impression

ind that the seene was reality, that even when
r the jewelry : but puttin
his hand into his bosom he perceived that it was covs
ered with perspiration ; and be immediately saw whiat
the ¢ present” was, which his imagination had converte
ed into gems which, in fact, would have been fir
less acceptable.
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I shall notice but aue other effect which this quick-
ened seusibility to blessings produces upon the dey
ed christian, who feels entirely resigned to the will of
God. It leads him to look upon his sickness, even
while its paroxysms are upon him, as a blessing for
which bhe ought to be thankful. He does vot know
what is to be its termination. Butil it remove him out
of the world, he feels that to depart and be with Christ, is
better than continuance here : and il he should recaver,
hie feels that the lessons he bas learnt in this rough
school of discipline, are more than an equivalent for
all his sufferings, Thus can he honestly thank God
for his affliction, which grace has changed into a bless-
ing. . Buot it is to be feared that the actual experiehee
of only a few, isof this elevated character,

4. In the fourth ploce sickness gives to the Chris-
tion an experimental proof of the truth and power of
the doctrine of gratuitous salvation by the blood of

Christ.

Tt is no difficult matter for & man (o persuade him-

sell that the system of religious belief which he has
adopted while in liealth, will sustain bim: through the
last conflict of nature.  But the actual trial can alone
make it certain that he bas built upon a rock. Let
him lie helpless and in disteess upon the bed of sick-
ness, not knowing but it may prove the bed of death.
In such an hour he capnot but inquire with entire sin-
cerity and intense earnestness, whether he
K*
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thing to rest upon (hat will sustain him amid the
stormy billows that roar around him. His religions
opinions may have been merely taditionary oradopted,
becanse many esteemed friends or learned men were
their advoeates: or bacausa lis mind was filled with
strong prejdices against the opposite opinions.  But
lie has now reached a point where pressing and imme-
diate danger overpowers prejudice, where friends and
learned men ean afford binr no belp, and where the
only inquiry is, whether his principles are the prin=
ciples of the bible, and will =ustain him now that he
must ventore alone amid the perils of dedth and the
judgment.  He looks back upon his past life and rec-
ollects perhups that be has been moral and conscien-
tious in his general conduet, doing to others as he would
they should do to him, and striving to keep all the
commendmentsof God. Can he venture forward into
the deep waters before him relying on such a foups
dation? A hundred prssages of scripture rush into
his miod, declaring in substance, that not by works of
righteousness whick we have done, but according to
Go’s mevey hath he saved ws by the washing of re-
generation and venewing of the Holy Ghost, shed
dowon on s abundantly through Josus Chyist,

deeds of the law can no flesh living be justified.

by wgrace are ye saved through faith, and that not of
yourselees ; it is the gift of God., Oh, 1o muke his
own righteoustiess n ground of trust in such an hoor,
would resemble his conduct who should cling to the
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ship’sanchor as-she was going down amid the waves.

itecussess ! If he has any just conception
{ the strictness of God’s law, orof the sin thet has
been ever mixed with his best and holiest services—
sin enough to bring just punishment instead of reward
opon every one of thase services, he will search. in
vain through all bis life for any righteousaess that lig
will dare coll siich as the pure light of eternity falls
upon it. However much of conscientiousness and
motality and kind fecling and reverence for God he
muy recollect in his life, he will be conscious of mueh
more of siufulness ; and unle ss ignoranee of the
bible or philosopbic pride comes 10 the man's relief,
his own tighteousncss 05 a ground of aceeptance with
Godl, will disappear, and he will rather be disposed to
write barrenness upon all bis life and to loathe and ab-
hor himself before a holy God. He will that his

<o is a hopeless one, unless some other resting pls

can be found for bis sinking soul. Here his eye is
met by the eross, stang as the central pillar of

truth, bused immovably on the promise and mercy of

God, rising high above all the storms of lile and

death, and bearing on its su e, the inseription, ather

foundation can noman lay than that is luid, which is Je-
sus Christ. 'To thay cross faith tums hex cager gaze and
throws around it her arms as with & convulsive em-

The soul feels at once that she has found at
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nor prine
¥

nor things pres

ing:

ht, nor depth

n

any

other creature, will be able to separate her.  The ma

way haye doubts whether bis faith is geouine, but he
no longer doubts thut he hus found the true and only
Ia d be

a sinne
omise and the throne of

way ¢

Justification before God; a

koows that so long as the |

God remain, he who walks in it will sssuradly be saved.

He may, whilz in health, have heen speculatively

tdught these truths: but now he hes an experime

knowledge of their reality and power. While in

Lealth, he bad a rational convigtion that they would

prove a sufficient support when the winds shonld blow

i the floods he

upoh him. But now he has been
orm, snd has felt
e truths (o be an immovable rock beneath his

in the midst and the fury of the s

est.  Scepticism may advance plausible objections to

the plan ¢

gratuitous salvation through a Savior’s

sufferiogs, and |

¢ may not be able to answer them.

But this will not now shake his confidence in tha
plan ; for he posscsses an argument in its favot which
the sceptic can never understand nor refite : because

faith only can apprehend it.
1t
sick by

und value of particular passages of seripture. Out of

s worthy of remark in this connection, thata

is often the best pluce for feeling the power

the store

use of memory they come clothed with &
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life and aw encrgy which we never before knew them

e might have read them a thou-

10 possess, althoug

d knew that they taught important truth.

es as the following come nta the mind

ea which 1 have

y of all

ed in the circam

ibed : This is a faithful saying and worth

he world ta

ation, that Jesus Christ came info

save sinners Horein s love, not that we loved God

but that he Toved us, and sent his son to e the pr

tiation forour God commendeth his I

fram wr

ws all, how shall he no alsa f
all things? Whao shall lay anything to 1)

God's elect? Tiis

y
cha

o who

fod that justifi

that condemneth 1 To every Chistian while in health,
s t with important truth.
‘ s tr i siuking

emblir

loved by all

supports, it i only i

estent, and omui

up the dark and bottom]

ley and shadow of deaghinto which e is ebo

foundation, o

ing, and form an adamanti

soul muy safely pass to the w srid of glory.  Liear

d liard to illustrate the scriptures
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But severe sicknoss without delirium, has ofien done
more in one day to make it intelligible aod impressive,
than all the folios of theological lore that ha ever
bees written,

5. dn the fifth place, sickness fenches us thut a more
unfuvorable scason can hordly be found, than during

or beginning @ preparation. for

on attack of ¢
efernity,

Tlie work of regeneration is'a great work, requir-
ing the culmest and yetmost powerlul exercise of the
reasaning and the mordl powers of which & man is ca-
pable : and il the mind is notin a state for such exer-
cises, the work will most probably prove spurious, and
the last state of the man be worse than the frst.
Now just think of the cendition of a man assailed by

e. Al the powers of the constitution

evere dis
must rally to'resist the onset: Aud then the physician
must try to excile a counter iritation in the systemn,
which be more powerful than the disease itself,
inorder to conquer it in doing this,
pelled to administer remedies which will bring on a
torpor of all the powers of body and mind. Thus
2 it is difficult enovgh for the soul

he is often com-

beset on every si
reise those virtues which she has already acquir-
it whint  hopeless task then to legin repentance
aith in Christ, aud Jove o God | Tt i, as Jere-
ylor remarks, as if & man were to “ Legin

study philosophy when he is going ta dispute publ




in the ty We may add, it is far worse: K

failure in such a dispute would caly bri

upon a man

Yeration

race : but to fail of rege

worldly loss and dis

nd everlust-

5 to fail of salvation, and to incor shame

ntis the prospect that the
d, that 1 am

ntempt.  Yet
wark will be agcomplished upon a sick

ing e

confident the ministers of the gospel would not ury
did they not fear that it is the sick m 10’
L

and did they not know

tunit

sands who have tried a death bed r

he thiel upon the cross with Christ—did

ane-

by secure salvation.

would re

w what man in his se
happiness upon such
as this? Yet I fear that some who hear

nothing better fo hope for. Frow day to

almost hopeless contingency

e have

y and

very
st sick-
nd poisoning the

week to week they ara delaying repentence, th

fii

tep towands salvation,  Meanwhile their ]

ness may be lurking in their veins

nany years are before them,

or il

springs of li

another, until the tlifeis run

great work of salvation is still to be begun

out, and tl

upon & sick bed. If this be not infatuation, what is ?
The seriptures call it madness ; and what insanity can
be more fatal Ab, my unconcerned [riends, deeply
as youmay resent the chirgze of madness, it is certain

ourse whizh bas

: now takin,
itudes before you to perdition. They

that y

carried mo
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not feel their ger more than y
ulated upon a future day for repentance; and
this mad delusion they clung just as youow cling, un-
til the last sickness cume, and in spite of their una yail-
ing efforts at death bed repentunce, they were burried
away unprepared for their final account.  And why
should I expect it to be any better with you ? T,
1 testify to-day from experience, thut of sl places in
this world, a sick bed is the last wl
seleet for the work

oh a man ought to
@ of repentance. But thisis no new
It rong froma thousand sick beds
ears of those who have

testimony in the
gone before you to perdition.
But they either did not belicve it, or presumed
repentance at sowe earlier and more conveni 2
son, as you donow. Alas, alus, how dreadful is the

ed heart ! Oh how terrible
is the disappointment when it awnkes 1o the' reality !
6. In the sixth place, sicknesy rectifies owr estimate

delusion of the uucony

of our warldly plans, pursuits and inportance.
There are some worldly pursuits in which ne Chiis-

tian can engage without a direct violation ¢

[ the law
of God, But in general the o

linary pursuits of men
p themselves, and the sin, if any, I

in the
motive or the manner of conducting the

And as

to these two points, Christians often lal
very swrong sell delusion, They

wrldly pu

c under a
comme thic
its perhups, with proper moti
A\ proper manner : that is, they keep them in s
natio

s and in
ordi-

nto the higher interests of the soul, and in fact
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they endeavor thereby to glorify God.  But gradually

etly, selfish and smbitious wmotive
their plans; they be

w thut the pecy

wpel them

forward ;. they enls

me o

ar duties of religion

Their world-

rbed io 1l
1

are negle tlormed.,

ot imperfect

Jy pursu nlinue to rise in importance ju their esti-

mation, and they can see how in a vy ¥
they cau thereby do much good to mankind and bring
honor to God. It may be that they engaged

in the acquisition of wealth by lawful means: but
they mean to employ that wealth in the promotion of
s objects.  Or it may be that

worthy and even religio

nee, requiring

antic effort in ]nv alure or

some g
en undertaken, which they

years of hard labor, has

suppose will be of vast benefit to the world.  Absorb-
ed inthe e sing pursuit, and magnifying its impar-
tance by secing it through a false mediom, the iden of

rom the earth, while their long

being sudde

y remoye
s unfinished, seems to themselves a
terrible judgment, and a hez

Now 1 will not deny but that & Christian may so
canduet his worldly affairs, that they shall appe

cherished plans a

y calamity for the world.

tant in sickness as in health: But as professing

Christians in
sternity that falls apon & sick bed, will present the world

neral live, I feel sure that the Tight of

in un aspect much alicred.  We can now compare it
have ever done:

with eternity more fuitly thar
And oh, into how dimisutive a space does it shrink
9
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and how are its brightest scenes made dark and unin-
the infinitely bri glories of heaven!
Even though our wouldly pursuits have been honorable
and praiseworthy, yet how strangely unimportant and
diminutive have they become | In such a situation
also, we can discover in our past efforts and ente
s, 50 much of selfishness, pride and unhallowed ambi-
tion, which we had never suspected before, us still far-
ther to lessen our estimate of their value. Even
though cur unficished plans, on which we have spent
somany years of labor, should never be completed, we
now perceive that the world would not lose much.
And should this prove our lust sickuess, we can see
that only @ very small blank weuld be made in sacie-
ty, which would be quickly filled. The sad predictions
of Henry Kitk White in bis last sickness, chime in

with our feelings.

“ Fifly years
And who will hear of Henrg? 1 shall sin
¢ in the crowdad street

inquiries, and the orowd close in,
And all's forgotten.”

And yet, if our feelings are such as they should be, we

1l ot experience in sueh circumstances the melan-
choly of disappointed ambition, but the subdued and
humble spirit of him who has been tanghta new and

i




strikic
is le

1 of worldly va and delusion, and wh

sreby to take hold \wl- a firmer

3 grasp upon
the substantial gl

tes of eternity. 'If

an

hour we can only feel confident that our names are in

the Lamb’s B

k of Life, cheerfully ¢

e resignall
the expectations and ho

1 have sometimes stood on the ban

river, when its swollen waters were passing 1

and watched the bubbles that successiv

burst upen the agitated surface.  They came up and
vanishod without noise, und to a cursory observer nei-

ther their

arance nor disuppeatance wou

been notic 0 numErous were

.y upon the broad

sme of themwere larger than

expanse. True,

hut to an eye that took in the whole surface, they o

appeared sninll, nor did the bursting of the largest, ar-

rest fora moment, or produce any other e
rd. No eve s
nt Creator, took any interest

ctupon the

stream that bare them onw that of

1 their Omnisci

mine

in their existence or theirloss.  Hew just an emblem

is this of the stream of human society, as it often ap-
pears upou the bed of sickuess ! We then

ereeive

that we are but the bubbles on its suiface; an

when we disappear, others will soon 1i

>'in our

while the great current will move on vnaffected &
. Nay, e

depond

cha

pt by

3, our

partare il beanaticeds
vill

short period every vestige of our existence
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ted from the earth.  Butas the bubble upon the literal
waters, whea it bursts, ascends in vapor and is changed
into the bright and beautiful cloud on the arch of heav-

nish

1 feel in: that hour, that when we v

en, 50 il we

inlo the

frow the warld, our spirits are prepared to s
N

before the throne; with how little of mel

Jerusalens ubove, and 1o

owe bright seraphs

ncholy emo=

tion shall we see ovr most dazeling Iy visions fade

aw

any before me to whom these representa=

tionsseem to be an ex

geration, and caleulated to

puralyze all effort in worldly pus , even though they

rud sanetifi

be of the noblest character,

d by raligion ?
Such are probably thic very individuals who in the day
of sickuess would be made to

el ow empty and barren
is this world, of how little comparative

Jportance are

sic noblest plans for wealth tinction, or for the

tion of learning, or far promating the best inter-

Terence

of society, aud how small will be the d

xecuted or not.

witls the warld whe
For

s are

her those pla

not immoderately devoted to their

tldly pursuits, they would not fear

it these would

be 100 much depreciated when brought into compari-

son with eternity ; and if they hnd ot too high an opir

they would

ion of their own impe

rtance 1o the w

uot need the stimulus of great expectations to keep

them at work, True it is, that the views | buve pr
sented may

this is ju

shearten men of this characrer, But

od. They

t what {hey n have got too exalted
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of themselves and their plans: and selfishness

a secret feaven in their hearts which
that

forts, who

ambitic

1eeds to be rooted out. T huve no

lyza |

views I have presented will
Such & mz la-

G

Jabors with a desire to plea

bors because God directs him to be diligeat in busiy
is fervent in spirit: and he

d 1o

amie time he

while at the
g to leave itawith

ermine W

is wil her
his efforts shall meet with Tittle or He
that it depends upon God whether he or bis
orld; since in

AL SUCCC

know
plans prove of any imp
 little consequence.  He knows

e o th

themselves both ar

that even though his name and every

j be blotted from the earth, yet the effects

memory shoul
of his labors on
Dias done his duty, will remain to the

he looks not for his reward in

yaman happiness and salvation, if he

nd of time ; an

plaudits of future

yation of his final judge.

tin th

erations, Iy Py

shall be discours

Such a man will not fear that he
pinion of himself or of the
with oth

Ly too low an

For even with b bim, and how much 1mor

11 the other way: and in spite of all
and others have said, prob-

will th

and importance

the danger i
that 1 have said, and a the
individual of this sudience

ik more

ably every

high If and of bis pl
o he ought to think: so thut when sickne:

somes,

tha

he will be astonished at the delusion that has been so

long practisad upon h
g*
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7. I the seventh place, sickness sometimes affords
delightful and vivid anticipations of the Christiants
everlasting rest,

Sickuess may produce this effeot in two ways. In
the first place, it may
make the repose of heaven seem daubly sweet and ex-
i In
ng etermity near and cutting
y awaken into lively exer-
cise the Christian's complaceney in' eternal scenes and
fll his soul with peac

cause o much suff

bring as to

cite strong de
the secand place, by brin
off worldly prospects, it

es 1o

ter upon its enjoyme

and joy. In the first case,
where present suffering is contrasted with future rest
the joyful anticipation of heaven whick results) may
exist without affording any evidence of vigoraus piety
or unusual preparation for death. P aps I cannot
better illustrate this part of the subject, than by pre-
senting you in

ail the e

g xperience of an ind
who was brought low by sickness ; thou,
withiout fears, lest the recital which he has given, should
awaken more of philosophical speculation than of pious
fee

ing.

During the severest part of his sickness lie experi-
enced great pleasure from casting his eyeover the beau-
tiful

ndscape that surrounded his

; and especially in
watehing the glorions tints of the opening morning and
theclosing day.  And through the mérey of God dis
case did not at any tinie bring the least cloud over his
mind: yet both the mind and the brain were weak, and
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easily affected : and he noticed from day to d
ous opticalillusion, by which almost every irregular ob-
ject on which he cast his eye, was made 1o a:
semblance to the hur
One day he had laia for hours under the ope
a paiaful application, which wasso irritating, that for a
and  his mind
ng application
1,
sub-

¥ a curi-

ume & re-
file,
tion of

an counlenance

cen in pr

n seemed re

moment bi dy to turn,
tolose its balance. He directed a coo
to his forchead, whose soothing influence was so gre
that almost in a moment the pain and exciteme
sided as if' by magic, and a delightful calm succeeded
in all his bodily and mental powers. At that moment
he turned bis eyes upon the landscape abroad,and there
to0, all was calmness and peace. Nota breath seemed
to be stirving in heaven or earth, Above the eastern
hills there lay in calm thajesty a broad belt of clouds,
which the rays of the setting sun had tinged with pur-
ple and gold, while above them the clear blue sky laok-
ed smiling down.  To the south o mountain ridge lay

stretehied out in the same sober grandeor, with its in=
dented top reposing against the heavens. It was a
Saturday’s sunset: the hour, when accor to his ed-
ucation and conviction, the sabbath begins, Who does
not see that such a scene as this must have powerfully
rresponding as it did with the quiet

affected bis mind

whi

ch had there just taken the place of protracted suf-
fering! Ol what an emblem of heavenly rest didit
present to his fancy !  How could he but feel that he
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stood on the verge of eternity, and could look across

the separating line between this and the future world,

y of heav-
en! When ke turned his thoughts backward, how
dreary and painful did his path appesr while dis-
ease had been dra
ilous road, Or when bis vision extecded still farther
backward, he saw inscribed npon the toilsome labor
of y pirit. ~ Could he
ne dreary path?

and catel u g

mpseof the calm and the jo;

ng him over a rough and per-

sars, vanity and vexation of

now return and tread again that s
Probably
and try

had already passed over the most perilous

g part of the dark passage that leads from
this into the eternal world, and drank already the bit-
terest part of the fatal cup. A few mare pains and
nature, already nearly worn out, would give over the
contest, and the dark valley besll passed 1hrough, and
n was before him, would
be reality. Surely selfishness itself, if not wholly des-

the glory, of which the embl

titute of a hope of heaven, would be drawn strougly
onward in circumstances like these.

But this was not all.  While thought
wore pa

like these
ing through his mind, he: chanced to look
through the window of bis apartme

ich u direc-
yet gracelul

some dis-
tance. These boughs appeared to rest against the
along the
eastern Lorizon ; and by the curious optical illusion

tin
tion that the sight fell upon the entangle
b

mnches of a venerable

elm; that stood

beautiful purple cloud  that lay so




BY

ientioned,

Iready
s large group of noble

He

for it was ot

upou the elouds.
usion :
the

could ive

ance ; and by

the

e

€0

could SLInY il

wrned as often as h

and precisely the

peared calm, dignified
with the whole scen:
position, produce the 1

change at all the calm

1L,
mixture of happiness,

their fi H

ed upon them

featares of seversl Christian

least

same

tinetly re

SIOKNESS,

inct outlin

y formed the

human countenances, sketc

suw in o moment that ivwasan

y in one p pot that he

esembl to a human

changing his position a little, he

me appearance

imed bis origing

Tl

all

countenan

and hap;

nor could he, by any chang

feature, or
expression that

as not exactly a smile; but a

east distortion. of a

and happy

love and dignity, beaming from

ad in the group the

cquaint

long since gone lo their eward, a
of his own father.

Now although this individual was not for one mo-
ment deceive ue nature of this illusion—
hiouyh i , as well as at any time afl
wards, that he snw nothing but the branches of a tree
with & cloud beyond—yet who does not see that such

a vision 4t such o momant must

effect of all the other

n emblem of k

laparted friends and

aven

circumstances 2 Was t
Iler

venerable |

¢ too could be se
Ch

ly rest?

rms of other
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tians, by their winning looks, inviting him to comeand

participate in their pure and eternal joys. True it wis

an illusion of the senses: but it wa

lively em

of the reality : and tharefore he might lawfolly gaze

and muse upon it, and

ive himself up to be borne
il
at
in Lo mingle in world
titute family, steug-
gainst a selfish and
it he could adopt

therefo

g by its exciting power.  1s it strang

le under such an influence, the only thought
it wish to retura o

could ma

ly pursuits, was the image of a d
ience

glin and without expe

overbearing world | Is it sitanpe, ¢

as his own, the lang

age of Paul: T amin astrait be-

twivt two ; having o desire to
Christ, which

hour but feel how empty and unsafisfying is this

part and be with

? How could he in such an

is far botts

world ; and how could his desires but be borne on-

ward and upward by o strong impulse towards the

pure and penceful rest of henven

I b

ightful anticipa-

n of another kind of de

avenly rest, ealled hito exercise by sic

in holy ob-

and resulting from habitusl complacency

i health has made €

jects. The man, whe wh

portion, und mused upon s elisracter as Creator,

deemer and Sanctifier, and apon all the his of

vevelation until w delightful complacency in them hus
enced his life,

ency increased by

tuken firm hold of his heart and i

kness, be-

will find thiat comy

cnuse this takes out of his way many a hindiance—
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throws the world

bebind bis hack, and brings him close
g 1

1o the margin of the cele d. In a few days

W

or hours perhaps, be will be in the midst of that

ous where olicit bis alten~

1y objects alane will s

tion, 8 slden  streets

shall go no

more out And gs we find our affections for

home kindling anew ) the cherishec

h

Jects, so does the devoted Chai

well-remeinbered ob-
h

and begin to ca

sickness heg

. and he comes into a nearer view

serished affection. It is this

hss ofien made the Christian’s bed. of sickness a

d o

h while

place of screnity and joy, ins and

le him exult

iy

ure was sinking

trobg arm of death. G
spirit the bright
ith it a foretaste of heavenly

under the

d throws in upon

his oppros

iht of eternity, and it
Death i
thus disarmed of Lis sting, and is conquercd in the very

brings

moment of his viclos a state of mind

D wbition with the
Christian to attain : but s h he only can se
1

which it should be ax

e who

ads a life of devore
1 close the subject with a few inferences.
1. T

been recently exercised with

subject showld excite thase of us o have

Faithfidl self-

examination.

What have we actually learnt in this school of se-
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vere any important religious truth

ai

impressed more deeply than hefore upon Gur

minds?  We have been permitted again to resume
worldly pursuits: do we engage in them with the same

irit as before, or do we trend more covefully, as il’

e dangerons and treacherous ground ¢ Doesa

upon

sense of obligation for sparing merey constrain us to
lory of God ?
consecration in order fo

consecrate ourselves more entirely to tl
Doy

be prepured for the next sickne

feel the need of such

which we are now

taught may come in an howr when we think not?

Daes the cre more precious

[ Chuist appesr to

evety other ground of st

pport for eter-

an ever, a

nity delusion and Do we still feel so deeply

illusory uature of mere world-

ine

pursuits, that we can keep them in their proper

place, that is, subordinate to the hizher inter of the
soul? Does the cavse of the Redeemer scom 10 a8
miote piré than formerly, and are we wi

ke greuter sacrifices to promote it ?

ritical and

we more deeply realize 1l

dition of our impesitent friends and scquaintance >

d

1 stronger, and our hiumil

more ferveut,
er? Ob letus

prayers for ever

U till these questions are fithfully answers
We have been under faithfisl discip
it must have h

and if it bas
ened themat
y that

uot soltened our hearts

4 fearful rate. Tt may be lawful for us 10 pra
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d from fut kness:  but we
v still more, le

rogatery, Wiy should ye

we muy be presery

ought to § t God should utter concern-

ing us the fearful inte
?

stricken any more? Yo will revolt more and wmore.
The most dreadfal judgment which God ever brings
him, while

upon & man in this world, is to best

his heart is unreconciled, uninterrupted health and

oD

prosperity.
Q. The subject shows

nent holine:

mport

e of

to em

This alone can sustain a man with ¢
death near.  As it
vessel or find

sickness bring

struet

sufficient when the sea is open and ce
los:
Christi
l

when the mountain billows begin to rall over us, and

o mern phi-

phy, or morality,

or a speculative ndoption of

ity arself-righteousness, will seem abundant-

ficient while we arein health and prosperity : but

wns beneath us; and the fatal break

the deep y are

before us, one only vessel can outride the storm,

oue only pilot can guide it through in safety. That

holiness whiok i

Christ the Alpba and Omega,
which is the fruit of God's Spirit, and which bas be-

come ¥

rous by leng exercise, is alone sufficient for

s that holiness failed

such an hour. And never yet by

& man in (hu dm. passege where every other refuge

fails, But ¢ not the acquisition of an hour,

week or a mnulh. It is the fruit alone of long disci-
10
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pline in the school of Chiist—the reward of patient

and persevering labor in. his He who has

neglected that service, or I

in the Christian
race, may y of spirit after this holine
when he sces his perishing need of it.  But man can-
uot and God will not answer his prayer, Ol it is on-

ly in the season of bealth that so rich a boon can ba

acquired.
8. The subject shows in what a world of delusive
shadows w live.

Surely, suys the Psalwist, ecery man walleth in a

vain show, Aud yet wo none of s feel it until we
1 near to eternity that its brighter light dissi-

the shadow that surrounds s, and the rainbow

hues that were puinted upon it disappear, Says the

Psalist in another place, s a dream when one
awaketh, so O Lord, when thow awakest, thou shalt de-
spise their image—that i3, the d

lusive shad

which
the men are pursuing who neglect his service. When
sickness

hewm,
their brightest visions vanish like a dream when one
awak

or any other severe calamity overtakes

Indeed, who has not sometimes felt g if the
rophel’s language respecting one d
proj g i

ply 1o eve

lusion would ap-
shall even be as
when a l:mu:w man dreameth and behold he eateth ;

but he awaketh and hiz soul is empty : or as when @
thirsty man dreameth and behold he drinketh : but he
waketh and behold he is faint; and his soul hath ap-
petite,

mere worldly pursuit ?
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1 would not thus hold up the dark side of human

did 1 not know thi

L until men and feel its van-

| not seek more substantial treasures ; did

slso, that no man can learn how to enjoy

ot its emptioess and van-

tlu» world, until he has
And did T vot know also, that even when we
:ly of th all still

+ it too highly as compared with eterity, and

world

we

think the most dimioutiv

estim;

love it too well,

4. The ..;/.wr shows wus how overwhelming will

ment of those whase last sickness

be the disapp

finds them entir repared for death.

ly miserable while

ever utle

The human heay
it cai find something on which to rest even the feebl

hope, Su yverted men do find

supports. unc

comes. Then

along their path, until the last si
they find themselves
thread over the blackness of eternal da

y a fuiling
. They

=

nished, and a

at onee suspende

look around inuiter amuzement to fi at every r

uge in which they have wusted I
n withers all their spirits.  In

burning sense of utter

the strong language of revelation, how are they brought

into desalation s in « moment ; they are utterly con-
sumed with terrors, But why should T draw out the

are? For well 1 know that ouce, amid

painful. pi

and the delusions

the buoyancy of youth and hesh

sceptical spirit, although entirely u prepared for

ened to such a representation

have i
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of mdition, either with entire indifference, or se-
oret contempt.  And why should [ hope that these

repr:

sentations will mak

any better impression on
those wha hcar we, whose hearts have never felt the
couverting grace. Alas, 1 d
that they will realize their dangerous co

power

not hope

dition, unless

that grace be given them, or sickness shall make them

the subjects of that terrible experiment which 1 have
deseribe
them from the ngony of the latter !

5. Finally, how delightfid is it to look Jorward ta
that world, where sin, sickness and death, shall never
enter !

God grant them the former! God save

In this world we sicken and die because we have
Jor by oneman vin entered into the world, end

death by sin, and so death passed upow all men, for
that all have sinned. But in o future world, becouse
no sin will be there,

sinned

icknoss and death will be ex-

cluded. Here the chilling thought ofien comes over
may be near, whea
many a tie ‘of affection must be vidlently sunder-

the mind, that the last sickne

ed, and many a fond farewell choke the uttarance.
We' shriak instiootively from that unknown agony

which may seize us as we

agage alone in the mor-
t. But when the Christiag’s faith lifts up
the veil and looks « little beyond, a sinles

tal confl

and im-
mortal home opens to her view. Already she sees
hered there a mighty amny of the redeemed, once

sinful, sickly and mortal, but now guarded from all

ga
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than impr

f God.

and  promi:

wrms of everlastiog love, the believer

Christian friend safely passed th

1 sufferings in

and forgotten his fears

heat, no

the love, and the joy of heaven. No raging

Hing cold, no eveniog’s d soisonous drin!

or poisanaus food, and no watring passions in that pure

ized body.

the building of God, the house not made with hands,

cternal in the heavens.  Oh how bright ave the golden
street that celestial city—and ber gates of pear,
and her stions of preciou s'° And how
pure is that tiver of the water of life, which proceeds
from the throne vod and the Luuib!  How delicious

s of life

the tw CHI

which line that

manner of friits, borng

iks, and overshadow those

\s1  And no night is there = and ¢

s 10

it: for

need of the sun, neither of the moon To shine

of" God enlightens mnd the Lamb is the

f. And God has wiped awny all tears

¢ shall be no more death,

eyes, and
ot nor crying, neither shall there be any

- the former things ure passed u

neither 5o,

more ptin ;
Oh, when

and b an gaze upon such a vision

us tlils, how does the holy heart sigh fora relcase
fvom ber bondage to the world, which, like a pirate,

10*
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LRSS

s bound her to the

Yot faint not, heir of heaven :—a

iy bonds, nor faar the

s thy
"Fliy Father, thy Almighty F:

ks down and sees thee strugg!

And will conduot thee xafe from fi

Soon shall thy spirit, from it

Are lif and joy ; where duy ¢

uble, immortal

¥in a dists

§ TAUGHT BY SICKNESS.

ant and a stor

noment boar
at round thee rise.
mid the deep,

fruits and utreamy




EXTRACTS.

Death the King of Verrors,

A holy man, in speaking of death, styles it, wit
deal of elegance aud propriety, i K
Job xviii. 14 ; that is to say, the »

world, Nor indeed is there anything that presents iise If

10 our imagination, which bears a more formidable aspect

= to escape the edge of

Tt'is poss
mouths of lions, and to quench t
ot us the envenomed arrows, of which

he rage of fire ;. bul when

death once shoy

his quiver is full, when it opeus its infernal throat, and

voru

forth its devouring flames, it is utterly impossible

for 418 to guard aguinst its fary.
There are & number of warlike inventions wher

with

o ful and implac

ppose the attempts of the most powe

ble enemy; but neither the agems of the greatest

captainy, the most regulur fortifications, nor the most vie-

torious and munum.un i withstand a
moment the approuches of death. It picrces, in an in-

bulwarks, the thickest walls,

mies,

stint, through the strong
and the most solid towers. 1t Jeaps over the widest ditch-
sible rocks. It

rhest forts, and the most inacce
strongest barricadoes,

es, the |
blows down 1b
itary 1

renchments ; everywhere it

our

ness of our armor, and, through the best te
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plate, sril

the prondest heart. In the most solitary te-
tirement it comes upon us, and suntehos us from the midst
of the mast fais

ul and vigilant guards. In short, there

is nothing cither in nature or art, v
from it cruel and insatiable hands
There are none

tich can protect us

harbarous but are someti

es overs
come by the pr

rs and tears of snoh ns prostrate them-

selves 1o implore mer and even those

who have pant

mmanly spare
ge. But unmerciful desth bas no
cel to such as hug

kest sex and

, than to those
nts sucking at
the breast, but plucks them froni the bosams of their ten-

themsa

who resist, It re

rds not the tears of in

der mothers, aud dushe them iu pieces before their eyes
fuir and lovely, and
delights to trample upon their enchanting beanties. It

stops its ears to the supplications of trombling old age

It mocks at the humentations of

ground those venera-

ble auks which have ¢
In the

rooted in the world

dny of ba

when prin enerals of an
oners, they are treated in o different
oldiers; but mexorable death,

army are taken
manner from ¢

who is blind to inctions, teads under foot, with

the same haughtiness, the pri

ind the subjoct, the mns

wd the servant, the nobleman and the

sal, the rich
and the beggar Lazaras. Tt blows out with the

same blast, the most shining luminaries, and the muost obe

senre g

t bas 1o more respect for the crowns of
kings, the poie's triple srowis, and the cardinal’s hat. than
for th

shephierd’s crook, or the slave's chains, Soaper

ter it heaps them all together in the same durk and
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THE TERRORS

foathsome prison, and in the same mortar reduces them

@ dust.
There is 1o war so farious and crnel, put what adwmits

of some diys, or & least some hours of truce, and even

un winds are at last weary of their con-

the most inhut
quests, and cloyed with shedding blood. But insatinble
death never cries, ¢ is enough. At every hour and mo-

ment it mowe down whole nations and kindre

flesh of ull mals thut have lived and di

the space of more than six tho

and years, hath not been
ot of this devouring monster
Direlineon

able to glut the ravencus hiu

The Terrors of Death

The terrors of death may be reduced to thre

points : fi

, it is accompanied, in general, with extreme

tes the deurest friends and cor

pain ;—secondly, it sep
nections ;—thirdly, i carries 1k

» soul to be sentenced by
ef

o, and devotes it to exist thenceforth in

an Almighty Jud

ai unkaown and inconceivable state of heing. It is on
all 1

ount of one or other, or ol

e things, that death

is to be drended ; and the great object of preparation is;

first, 0 prevent. the soul

1 sinking under the trial to

which it will be exposed ; and, second
the danger to which death 1
work upon the sinking frame

To five in fear of death is o species of bondage

which &

ery wise man would wish 1o free himse

akens resolitions; it destroys tranguillity ; it pre

the growth of hope; it mo at happiness, and it al
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He who shakes at the idea

death, has no
mastery over either h

feelings or his determinations
nd thas, the figst step Lo be taken in the purstit of wis-

dom, in the acquisition of yirwious hubits, is 10 overcome
the dread of death.  Aud how is this (o b Cin
the body learn to despise puin?  Are the nerves to be de
prived

done

their susceptibility of

ouy?  Are the lin
writhing with the anguish of acute suffering, to be tald
uot to ache? No! we must |

it
iu possession of the body, The gospel doe

wve death, with its pa
and agon

not teach usto propound idle promises; we must say
nothing on this subject’ which we m
dict

it have to contra-
ud the truth of it
i, will it not be
of
T'o know that the effort will
s open 1o the watchful glinee

, wh

1 we come 10 try the value
Then a
g from the fond emt

on the bed of final suffering.

hard to feel oursely
friends and
be soou vain, ¢

of Tove—i miles th ind the heart of all
past days tenderness 7 Will it ot wring
from the bosam all its strength, to bid farewel] 10 press

the outstretched hand for the last ¢ me; and with thoughts
striving at camposure, to contemplate those who sre deur-
perhaps unfriended, but at afi
events unloved as by us?  What

est to us left in the world

ay you'to (hese ques-

tions 7 exclaims human natore 1 hum

1 nature, in the
its best attributes. 1s ot death an unbinding

exercl

f the holiest ties?  Doox it not sepurs

@ parent from
the child, the ehild from its parent 7 Are not the bright-
est, the purest hopes, blighted at
hi ook for its
an evil to which no other can be compared, and

s approach?  And is

not the heary
arrival

hus many af

tions, to




on—no alleviation? We

unter,

which admits of no

we said befare, 1o give a varnished, or flatter-

wish not

jject we are npon,  Death is the b

s separate the dearest friends

wnd the hour of parting 1 more trying 1o the spirit of man

han the season of direst suffering

conveys the soul into

"Thien, in the next place, ¢
her of spirits, and con-

the presence of the Almighty F
signs it to a4 new, to an uniried, and undescribable state

of being, 'This is a source of fear which every hour al-
most of human exislence serves to avgment; and when
the last arrives, the soul has the whole sum of their evi-
dence @ t 1t the sa witnesses, and the same evi-
dence serving the double purpose of proving to it the cer-

tein existence and justice of God, and the terrible extent

sinfulness, Darkness becomes visible 1o th

futarnity, with its vast heights and

» into being before it:  the despise

e world and with hel

upon the quickening apprehension,

enity and judgment would be worth

L doubt naver visits the goul conscio
find 1t in

an empi
ofits &

sought for

svstem whic

confidenee in

bt reason and conacience mock t

s 1olerance of God—

fie discourse respect

t of Chris

uments by which the neg’

the exg

and communds were excused, a
and by whom? Wy

own ordinan:
back to the memo
hin
sorrow at his di
of death to the very brink of

with bitter

self, who loves to see the dying mun writh
vered folly. But dragged by the strength

roity and  becom
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moment more conscious that it will soon feel the
of God—the awful eye of God, the light of heaven,
in its terror bent upon it, the soul at last finds all its grow-
alized ; and before its dreadful plunge

into the boundless ocean of futurity, owns to itself the
ice of the divine proccedings. Tt is the possibility

may be his fate that fills every humun: being \
that derived from udy [

that euc

with a deeper droad of death than
other consideration. The soul left 1o itself is full of this
and were it not for the distractions of the warld, it

would be cor
final fate at once, or o flee for refuge from its sufferings
into the sanctuary of the gospel. DBut men, aided by
amplaints of their

trained, by inward terror, either to seek its \

tan, continue to keep down the rising

ouls: they cannot help their baginning the warning
they refuse o hear it out, and thus the inward voice of
conscience,—that sense of the soul by which it holds
commtnication with heaven, is habitually despised. With |
t thonght, however, of death, it rogains the |

the slighte
full sense of its responsibility,

and becomes aware, as il
tion, of the certainty of judgment, and

ircle of manifold mysteries in which

by a distintt revels

of the circle within

it will be involy
Iutroduction fo Barter's Dying Thoughts 4

aults of Death \

he taper of our life is no secner lighted, but Satan
sends forth his blasts from every quarier to extinguish it
This poor dwelling is scuteely built, but death labors 10




lay, 2 Cor
Ia sprak
ward man ;
it fears ne
the heavens
not be bntt
Gun prej

tinl nature
hell, and

0.
death at
v or nssal
o the
f neithe
| the fury of t
nd immortal ¥
far God r
A
1 the roc
r wters,

yal fort at
Iy for it i
t I
i I
i o il
Hwk
, that i
reeps noly v




ATLTS OF DBEATH,

uo power but upon 1l enedlily part of G

whenee our Lord J
Foar not them

soud, N

ug Christ admonishe
the bou

v, but arc

able to ki

At the moy

went off

Vs separation from the body,

advantage over pe: but all

death seems 1o b

things considered, we shull find, th h withont

& causs; and that be hath no r [ the vieto-
3. When

hand, out of atown that is almost d

aliant captain. marches, with Wis sword in

straved, to throw
limself into another that is more secure and batter forti-
fied, we say, that ke b

id our sonl departs, well armed with faith and

abandoned the piace, and not

wretched body falis

ovEreorie 16 when the

ure abode in the

poszess hersalf of a more

Lighest heavens, uo oiie can say, to speak properly, that

the Christian overcome.  As it fares with those who

| upon the sea, when u violent tempe
ik themselve

t meroy of the

ing their vessels to

cape with their lives and riches. Thus it is with us

sail uj a of this world ; when death
raise we think ourselves happy if
we can:leave this miserable body, which: is, as it we

a ship to thaisoul, and. eseape with our lif and
heas y to the faithful,

enly trensures. ‘Therefore we
are ited when death threptens t
St aul to the ¢b

drown them

wpuny, who

vaves of an enraged

ear, in the midst of the
oa: Now, I exhort you 1o be of good cheer ; for there
I

shall be no loss of any man's life-am

ong you, but of the

|
'3




PAINS % ¥ 1
bip, Acts xxvii. 22, - Nay, we can furnish n with yet
stronger comf these poor mariner ik P
withont any hopes of ever recovering it; but wo know
that God will one day gatler together all the Uy
broken vessels of our bodies; aud restoro them 1o us ina

physic pains of Death overrated

Man i by natt ible of puin, and

N most per ar led, that it i
without enduaring great tormer therefore they are
th, not so mach for its own sak: for the
t
i hese ill-grounded ¥
pariic terrors, let us ¢ ler in the first place, that death
is ot so frightful an : commonly imagia-
ed. The Holy t calls it a sl and the He

themselves have styled sleep, coni
the image of frozen death. Now, slecp
upon us ; it gently charms our sénses, un

fettors, eofily binds aud puts a

faculties ; although we Fill asleop ¢

know not his happens to us. Itis recor

crates, one of the most famous of the aucient H

that having drank poisan, in obedi

the Athenian juc 1 Hhe felt

his senses, and dea

with a ple unlenance,
never swallmned anything more delicious




on with 1 boly chosrialue

I= happens withowt pain,
nik t, withiout
of its own n




Sources of the fear of Death.

Ly the first place, We think Loo seldo

meditate Lo little upow the misery and frailty of our poo

s indeed with our lips, that

aying nstere.  We con
breath in our nostrils, & vapor that soon

that

our heurts, «

bould ook

bottom

Herod, t

sleasere (hut men

od with wool, an

foolisllly imaging, that it will never come

tiet wicked servant mentioned in

cuuse the Lord delayed his com

would nol come at all, Matt. xxiv.
w0 be deluded by the

!

nd by

oriupted
old serpent, that whispers to us
Il not die, Gen. iii. 4

all say, thal de

;, and hath no curs ; ne

part, s if we had mode a covenmnt

reement with the

well assured that death was afar off,

n*




come of along sessen.  We trost in our youth, vur vig
or aud anr health, and perst yurselyes that we shal

ce ol onr acquaintance go before us, and wheg we fol

1 be ata preat distancs We Buve

hat represents doath untb us, o ]

i c it to our remembranao ;

age comes in our way, we tarn
ssh it from our theng ay i 5 . de-

ore wo have g0

therefors

pproach:

the Israelites, who

of the giant Goliah, be-

second causes; e
ing that buppens by
s 1o the means that

be fully persunded, that

ith itself;

ppomted

which usnally attend

| disquicted with a th
wnd pyen tempted to mur-
We ourse the dart that

il doring, in all

ence it came:  In a word, wheneve
5 t, as the devils did to our

& Christ, Ar¢ thou come kith-

timee 7 Mutt, vidi. 20,

y rooted here b we are 50

wed to this world, that we would wil-

, and cannol ught
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ifdeath scems terrible o ug, and if it c s to fiel all

salom was

the sharpness
banged by the bair
Joub took three darts
2 Sam. xviil o, when our

| with the warld, and

tangl

Iy contentmant; we are 1\ the most misera-

all the es of death

3.  Another principal cau: he fear of daath,
sinfiul life. We abandon ourse the vice and
sauchery of a dissolute nge. We suffer ourselves 1

i away by a torr

duced by bad company,

1o wonder if denth

of pernicions customs.

appe rible to ug, becsuse it comes agaiust bs armad

with onr own sins, d has for its barbingers the
e, W
at horrible dismay whith seized upon king £

Ir UWe conuuie » think,

wand writing upon the wall of ki

e s ol

Paul o rousSHe

It wa

we profane the mgmbe:

the vessuls of God'

erly, we

nd beeansa our lives are wick disar
cannat endure to hear the mention and when it
col upon us, We are 1o say ta i, Telix did

hen T har

he love of sin and

time « cun

St Panl thy way fur this

senient seasan, 1 will call for thee:




You not ¢

unto you




Jacobs Jadder that roaches d i omny ravish

an with admirat

Paradise i

ol the bowels of
trembiles at the

wctor but is afraid

when be betore his judge, 10 be oxaminod upon

the rac s Wow can 1 am polluted with s,

and blackened witiferimes, appear befors that g
rf

it stuly

throns, before
their o
be able 1o endo
God, wha i,

9. An

true and Tivel

greut nveng

and Savior

hinking on the grave

o ot reliect, a5 we

Christ Yath himself’ lain

3 it with Lis holy and di

=,




FEAR OF DEATH

ice. W do not engrave upon our minds, that

and ressonuble that we should |

vine pr

formnbl

ta Christ in hi: ment

we will have any part with

hiuyin his glo tation

thier canse, which nourishes in our souls the fear
of death, is this, we look upon it as if it was in its
full strength and. v
that Jesus Christ hath

where we should remember

ome

digarmed it by hi
resuprection, and that we have nothin

do hut to follow

the glorious track of hisvie

rious wheels, and fasten that

furious besst to his trinmph

12, We do not consider enor

ith a serious and re
ligious attentior

is not anly risen, from th

grave vistorious und triumphant,
but that he is also ascended into the.

hest hearens,

our forerunner, to prop:

place for us; and that

departing out of vur nisers

adies, we follow the for

staps

to go and reap with him,
the imm fruits of b
13. We confite ourse

tion

neffable victoni

» muoh (o the contempla-

frail, corrupt and mortal nat

and we sele
dom
the Toly we are neatly and inseparably united to
Jesus Christ, the Prine

cessary meditation, that by

¢ of Life, and the Fountain of
Light; end that we have already in us the soeds of ble

cdness, of

ory and immontality

4. As the children of Israel murmured in the desart
gainst Moses, and longed

itter slavory under which

g of brick:
ng ouly the y

, and the leat of t

asures which they
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vt from thy Joved and sweet sosiety 1 Must T louve the
apon such liard an Ble terms? “Thist of &
wonors which h d upon thee muel

the shadow shall

thy rieh farnit

nothing but a winding

samne pounds of lead er ith

so0 much magnificen t last & be

After thou hast lived so proudly in palaces gild

gold, and pecfumed with the swestest odors, must

thy abodo be at last a stinking aud loathsone sepulcher 7

Must, these boautiful eyes lose their luster 7 These coral
lips mouth be stopp
1w th i “\‘
boco : the eye3 of the world ¢

we do not meditate v ught.

slory which i prepared for

as 1of the world, and of which we

shall have the full and

ect: enjoyn

s haly

il thien re-unite our

Jesus shall eome from beaven,

J

souls and

the quick and the dea

dies, for Ihat he ma

fied in his saints, and rs mnde manife

the faithful

Death made fomiliar,

The most dreadiul things are made niliar to us by

custom. Boldiers who are raw and unesperienced, com-
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monly tremble ot the sight of the enemy, turn pale st the
noise of the muskots, wnd fall o the nd half dead at

o roaring of the cannon; but wh
hiardened by a lang exer
g, even up o his eatrenchment, and w

o 3 féast or a tri-

they will marcl

to seek the an

the battle with as much gayaty a2 to

either the temprstuous volli
of the ordnance, can make

e small shot

nor the thunder and ligh
or their leads, and they the

tham wink their eyes, or

ir upprebinsic first

oM u vhen

meditated upon it take a nearer

view of it, we uol ouly cease 10 fear it, but boldly march

up to its very intrenchments, and with an undimted coun-
tenatice behold it Iaumek all its thunders, snd lot fiy
As they who are not aceustomed to the sight

not go near them, and can hardly

siich as are used i

live with, and caress them, can tauch them without appre-

Lension, and freely ploy with them: o they who

had the confidence to th in the face, tremble, and

¢ approsch; but

dismayed, as
> often meditate upon it, make it familiar to them, o
ear, put their bands into its month.  Mases
turned into

cnn, withont
el fram Lefore bis rod

erpent; but when hie had taken courage to lay hiold of

first time it

it, and saw that it returned (o its former shupe, he was

nid of

Goll's ¢

ym before it, or being

m flying
yod it 1
mand, wronght

it frightens us

|

o very happy use, and

h it many miragles.. Thus it is with
first, but if we once lay hold of
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it with the hands of u teue and Tively fith, it will I
far from frightening ne, that it will discover to
1d ¢

Death, thercfo

from terrifying

made It familiar to i, that it fills them fu
comfort. As a child that locks
masked, is frightenied, aud begins to cry; but if
but the courage to pull off the vizard, and

s parcut hid unde
om ¥

that deform:

y his f

but also Teaps for joy, and embra
1 Gimorous ¢

& upon denth

outward visage only, w
aro struck with horror

deaus appearance; bat if

aitfial s

we tike but the cours

tears of joy to embrace him, As th
saw at a distanoe, and ir
upon the sen, criod out
spirit; but when
his voice, thes perce
and b

walking
it had bevn a
ew nigh to them, und they heard

o him to'be their Lord and Sayi
ed him into thei

medintaly censnd.—Tlhus

tance, the biinduess and ignotance with which we ar

surrounded wilk represeat it 1o us as A fr

i t; but
if we take u ntarer view of it, hy the ligh gospel
we ehall find it to be our salvation and our deliverance
that approaches.  All our | will then be hoshed, and
our souls will rerrn 1o our former calmne In & wore
a3 he that flies beforo his enemy increises his courage,

and mn

s him the more e,

suit; 0, whien death sees us

r and resolved in the

at ity

rewble and turn




ratic
but the ending of the s

u fife Tong and ly

which should

finite and eternal age

iad not diag

vo that

eptation wi “

1 the prssage from one

die the same day in whiel

10t dis

1y

i into the world,

insolent

v of Deat

ty, und this life should be liced here or in

o the other ehy

at man hud

e rumoy

hither, whe

2} E PENAL CHARACTER GF DEATIH

ol makes

the

nd man did

arding as God

ul

spable of

s taken fora

thut s not death properly,

wive lived in

genvrations of in
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PENAL CHARACTER OF DEATH

cenea should bave bean punished with

been, that L

an etornal confinement to t
the less perfoet, the state not o
ed of his inlieritane certai

should have ch b or &0 did

o did Elins, and so shall that el

ut they shall

at the duy of judgment; t

aliange their place and their abode, their duration and
all this without th
d threatened to Adam
d upon his posterity, i ot the going out
of this world, but the manne ng. I lie had

in innocence, he ehe hence placidly and

he

Siirly, without v mstanice

should not b

misfartuge,
s Rell, then by

id God 1) and that m

unwillingness = but when

the same duy (s
ery day

te of change

and thetefore it must mean, that upen s

fell into an'evil mnd Junger

the mon bogan

and afffiction ; then d
nd apiness 1o

to dic by u

state was, and should lave been (so

misery.  His fi

1) 2 bappy duration; bis secand was a

chunge; and this was the

Thi sppears in the grea

in ‘the style of Seripture

eauee it kills, or ends the diration ; it

good in it; but beosuse it is a porpetoal infelicity

or separation of soul &nd body is hat aco
sut either : bt the formality,

be with or wit
12*

death ma
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that i, wisery, surrav,

honor, and whatso.

live in natnre, o

a whale s

ate and condition
ght it upon us by the offi

but tliis went no f

er thian thus (4 subject vs 1o e

pordl infilicity. IT it had prog

ed, win hind boen much more o

more than one ginal sin in this sense © and (o

) thiis

death enter upon ug by Adara’s fault, yet it came
uearer unto us and incronsed upon s by the sins of more
of our forefathers. For Adam sin loft us in ugth

o contend with human culamit

I years togeth Bist the sins of his children,
Fithers, 100k off fram e I the srengll about

Y flood ;. and then from five hundred 1o two
red ¥, and from thenee to one handred snd twen-

thense o thregscore and tan; so often il

g it t Imost come o nothing. Bat hy. the sins
fen in the us of the world, ¢
1%, mise e a ned so we are
: of a comemptible ago: and because by suft
nd | daily Tess our streugtl
this death is 50 long a that it makes
> gTeal o part of our short life useless and ur

10 got the perfoction of
ut ten or twelve gencrations of the

Wit we have not time enoug

vorld must 1o to the miking up of o

man, or one
wecession of those uges there

ind interruptions, so maay

excellent art: and i the
Bippen so many clianges




THE PENAL CHARA

il violences, that seven years' fight

Kingdom back in learning rlue
creoping, it may be

And thus also we do evil to our
1o his, and Cham to bis, and Eli to
(licirs, who' by sins cavsed God ten the
wmultiply the evils of mankind
the world grows wo

al sins are multiplied, om parents

that

destend upon the suc

they derive nothing fram ‘us but origiual misery
ut he who restore nw. of neture, did also restore
to the condition of nature jch, being violal
the introduction of death, Clrist then repaired, w
suffered and overcame death for us ; thut is, le
away the unliapy 1 ul Lie sting of denth
and the dishonors of the grave, of dissolution
ness, of deesy and change, 1nd hath turned them in
of favor, into instances of comfort, into opport
sirtue; Christ hath now koit them into i
onets; he hath put them inlo promises and re
liath mude of the portion of lis elect
instruments, and earnests, und sceuritics, and pass
the greatest perfection of human nature, and the divine
promises.  So that it is possible for us now to be recon-
ciled to sickness ; it came by sin, und therefore it
when it is tirned into virtue ; and altho
in it the unessiness of labor, yet it will uot
sin, or the restlessness of a de

therefore, we can well m




136 GOD DETERMINES THE Ty

we muy mot fll by pain, as we wsaally do by pled

neied. ot foar ; for mo exil shall buppen to

Gud determines Ui time and manver of our Death \

Ax it ain, therefore, that God hsth numbered and
bounds to our days; s o ut e hath
ppointed, in his infinite the means thut shall
vty s out of the world, 1T one dies in ¢, md an-
otlice is slain in war; i d, and au-
other on the scaffold; if oy s by fuioe, and an-
otlier is out off by the pestilonce ; if ‘one is strock. with
thunder, and arother tarn W pieces by wild bensts: if

otie is drowned in watar, and another consnmed with

ire;
tever way the seperation of the soul and body

in short

efiected, i is nop without the express lonve of our b

enly Fathar. ofore, when we sce the str

dents come o p
deaths before our «

ing of the prophe

ug and borning

und it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it no¢
wouth of the Moast I

and good ¥
hat it 1s God that forms the light, and e

that mukes

ace, and creates evil,” o, xly,
ind this e

af the prophet Amos should echo /
rts, Shall ¢ be evil in a
1y and the Lord Aath not dowe it 7 ch, iil. 6 that is to

15 the very bottom of our




AND MANNER OF OUR

1y, shull there be any kind of affliction or death in that
h God hath not ordained, and directed by his
rovidence? If the devil could nat destroy Job

flock of shee i., nor hurry headlong into the =
herd of swine, without Ilis leave who holds him fast
chains, Matt. viil let us persuade ourselves, that
the powers ofhell and the world cannot canse us to dic by 2
violent death, if God hath appointed in the counsel
of his wisdom.  So that if st any time a prince or magis-
trate should 10 in Pilate’s langunge, * Knowe

, and Laye |
armed with a

@ pawer {0 crucify tl
er o relense thee?” John xis. 105 bein
ce, lot us answer him with our Savior, ** Thou

thou not, that T

holy confic
couldst have no power at all ageiust me, except it were
ove.  Without the permission and will

thee from ul

¢ @ lir of my head

nst this opinion still

10 argbe

T

more grossly

re are others w g
1f Goil, say they, hath numbered our days,
take

e labor in vain when v

and get bounds to our life,

s0 nineh ok, ndminister

cav

them, u

ner, gueh may 8ffirm, that it s in vain for nsto en or drink

and that it is foolish care to hinder ma
ing themselves out of windows
se, let them act as they will, they shall live
d has o ed

owi

poizon ; bee
neither a longer nor a shorter time than G
from all eternity. But however plavsible this

%, nnd can only

wmay sppear, it is most absurd and ridicsl

praceed from the extremest ignoriace, or the most |

r il is self-evident, that when a man pro-

pense malice; f

ses 10 himsell any end, he does not exclude the means




TaE

TIME

EMINES

0D DE

which he is to attain'it; onthe contrary, he pr
gether by a nec

ses thewm, and connects them t
sion
I had determined, in the counsel of his wis

preserye the patriarch Jacob, and his children, durk
evailed fi
clous purpuse, I
ther all the food of the seven
told

thio space of seven years ;

sent Joseph

into

ioaty, Gen. xfi. The prophet Isaish ha

years of
Hexekiah, from God, that
nevertheless he command
f dried figs, aud lay it on the bile of that prince, 2 Kings
xx. 7. It bad been revealed to David, tha he should
reign over the lowse of Terael ; and to confirm this ora-

rophet

n anointed by the hand of the
bul this hinders him not from
' from

dle, he'}
Bamuel, 1 Sam. xvi,

ve himse

)y all possibl

king

e prophet Nathan
ty on the

s umjust persecution.  And when

asstires him, that God will establish his po:

throne, and canfirm them in it forever; this puts no stop

s, nor abates the ardor of his devotion ; ©

to his praye

it therefore he

and inflame
thus posreth oul lis heart to God, @ fard of Haosts,
Gl of Israel, thow hast vevealed to thy scroant, saying,
I will bwild thee an house, ther¢fore hath thy servant

v this prayer wnto thee, §c., 2

the contrary, it quickens

found in his heart to p

S, vii. 27
hould

s Christ knew for certain all that s

Our Lord
befall him; nevertheless we find him spending the great-
est part of his nights in prayer; and when bis life was in
wlul and innocent means

cted pot bis |

dange:




AND MANNER OF OUR DEATI 130

of
sparvews sold for
not fall on the ¢

Jinirs of your hea

s Are not two

erving it. He said to his ape
farthing?  And one of them shall
¢ your Lather. Bt the very
L Yot

ng to them this Jes-

round withe

d are all nawnbered, Matt, x. 20, ¢

this hinders hitn not from recommend

son, When they persecute you in one city, flec ye inty an-

ather, ver, 2

aul’s life, and the lives
d

God had determined to save St

of ull thosa that sailed with him ; Wl this was reveal
to the
when he saw “the ships
he said to the centurion,
these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved, Ac

sstle by an angel from heaven; nevertheless

2 about 1o flee out of the sh

and to all the soldiers, Ezcept

xxvii, 3
such

hens

In short, the means are subordinate to the cnd,

manner, that to offer to divide them; as to suppose

contrary, is the height of folly and extravagan
Hast thon lived » great many years in the world !
seribe it not to the constitution of thy Lody, thy manner

of living, nor to the skill of thy physiciuns; but remem-
ber that it is God who bath lengthened out thy days, and
go anid humbly bow at his feet thy hoary head ; which the
soriptire styles, a crimen of glory, Prov. xvi. 31,

Art thon threatened with death in the flower of thy
youth? Be not afficted at. it, and let not the least

vord
oned with the

procead out of thy mouth, but what is sez
sult of true piety. Remember that it is (
thus cuts short the thread of thy life, and puts a period to

il himeelf who

thy mortal rece, Thou hast ss much
as that thou di

son to grieve

that thou wast born so
ysel in useless complaints, and d

t S0 s00n

Instead of wasting t




him 1tk

hoarty

i Iy pleased 1o crown thee in the
! 3 ful as to bestow opon

; ton' thiou byt labored
ut a few hours.  Heis ver ful to thee fo transplant
thee bofore thou bast felt th

srehing of the son. Tt is ol

that drives thee thus swifily into the haven

Think not, tereivre, that God's calling {

of dstael, 1 King

Jer
loves the dly, and (hou urt g
will re from the ap

Josial; one of the holiext and wost e

),

Kiogs ecause thou walk

him, by conformi
e thee up into his lieay-
i didl Fooch, Gen. v 4; 1 ar the

sookest 1o p

will, he will tal

enly paradi

temptations of the wor 1ld corrupt thy gadly disp
sition, und (hou shouldst be taraed from the way of ripght-
e the wicked artifices and stions of th:

alvutio

Life short and vain.

A man isa bubble (said the Greek proverb), which Lu-

resents with adv

itages and its proper cire




stances, to this purpose I the worldis a_ storm

and wmen rise up in thoir

erations, liks bubl
d und the w ol Heay-

from natare and Prov-

descending a Jove plucio, §

en, from u tesr and a d

idenc

of their first parent, and ure hidden in

having had uo other busi
that ¢

in the

but 1o be born

y tay be able to di

olhers float up and down
two or three turns, and suddenly disuppear, and give their
Place o pthiers: and thoy that live longest upon the face
of the w

ters, ave in perpetnal motio and un-
easy : und, be
sink inte ness and afroth : the chinnge not bei r grent
it being buedly ile
it was before, S,

, T

g erushed with the great drop of 4 cloud

hould be mere a nothing than

ery mun : he

born in vanity asd
sinj he comes into ¢

waorld like morning mush-rooms

soon thrasting up their heads into the air wad eonversing
with (heir kindred of the same production, and g5 soon
they turn into dust and forgetfulne e of them
without any other futerest in the affirs of world, but

that they ma

le their parents o
ful': others ride longer in
saven y

the s

ind very sorrow-

It may be-unt

8 of vanity be cxpired and then poradvent
ds, and they full in
, into the cover of death

the grave to Kide them. But if the L
shaok of u higger drap,

1 shines liot upon their |
the shades bel

i darkness of

stunds  the

d oullives the chances of

child, then the young
and gay, and shines lik

rainbow, which hath ne

wan dances like a bubble, o

# dove's nesk, or the image
ubstance, and whe
ry and colors are fantastical ; angd so
13




dr

lond of indigested meat, or quenched by the disorder o

James
ife is

ABD VAIN.

all the while e, nd
i& not knoeked hesd by
L aitl ushed by the pr 1
ed humor: and to preserve o man alive in
ny chanees sud  hostilitics, i
creats him; to pres
and at first to draw
of an Almighty power
the world h contended, w
n's candition with signifying
hort-aboe.  Home
Hest, the weakest picee @, nnstoady
Pindar calls Him * the Oretim of a shadow = an-
cam of the shndow of smdke.” Dot St
ore exeellent Spirit, saying, * our
drawn from the earth by

fluence . or the

, tossed with every wind, moved by the motiou ¢

nothil

made

o body, without virtue in itself, lified up on
b it the sun iy
Dut e bt o aring

apar, au apparition, nothing real; it ia not so much

ist, not the matter of a shower, nor subetantial
i to mu loud
sps” shoulder, or the cireles of heaven
you eannoat 1 word, that ean #ig
And yer thi

diminutive ; a vapor fantastival

appearan and this but for a little while neit

7t




very dream, the phuotasm disappears in a small ti

“like the shadow that departeth; or like a tale, that is

tld ; or as & dream, when oae awaketh, \ man

so unfixed,

long list in the scene of fancy: a man goes o

ke the dream «

isthis : thon art a mar

reater instance of heigl wl declen-

sions, of lights and shadows, of misery nnd folly, of

langhter and tea

Zifu long and

I

betime

» would have ourlife lengthencd, lot begin

1o live in the accountsof

n and sober coun-

cifs, of religion and the spirit, and then we shall liave no

resson 1o compluin that our o

ny men find it long enovgh, and indeed it is so

seuscs.  But when we spend in waste

en us in pleuty, when we saorific

manhood 1 and

our ¢

and irredi; not by

to live till we ure -
signing time to virtue which indeed is infirm o
everything and profitable tanothing; then we muke our
lives short s away with all the vigoro
bealthiul part of it, pride and animesity stea

munly portion, and craftiness and ini

we spend as wo. muck




rything, like weak and
nd gredily, as if we
hort, wnd yet
weary of many of
long, and th loz
Jand esek ot arts o drive the tiine
, because it s gone
{thie capital is bat a small e
with itall his legions © and
vinoes wis but a
apy lunury of Mark
Cleopatra ; bt at
ut in the o
J

ambition of a hau,

or to feed a hormit,

th

e tim:

arping rebel; too it
tisfy the pride
enemi or unjust inte

z virtoe, of sobriety

igion, God

nd modesty
time sufficie the outgain the morn-
ng uid evening,” that is, our infancy and o .t be
ken into the computations of & man

7

Though we
which are ¢ o long
encugh and such changes




MUTABILITY OF SOCIRTY

too as are best fited to warn and teach us; cven the
changes which take place in sosiety, made up of human
baings us frail and as fogitive as ourselves. Death moves
us away from many those objects which are
temporal—but we live loug cuough to see many

objeots moved away from us—to see acquaintand

ing every year—to see familics broken up by the rough

and wnsparing hand of death—to see hov
borhoods shifting their inhabitants

ket, 10 sec unceasing changes in the facss of the peop
whorepairto them.  We know well, that therc is a poeti
melancholy inspired by such victure az this, which is

altogether unfruitful—and that t apart from religion,
aman may give way to the luxury of tears, when he
thinks bow friends drop away from him—how every year
brings along with it some sad addition to the registers of
doath—how the kind and hospitable mausion is left with-
out a tenant—und how, when you knock at & neighbor's
doar, you find that be who welcomed you, and made you
bappy, is no longer there. O that we oould impress by
all this, a salutary direotion on the fears and on the con-
sciences of individunls—that we could give them a living
impression of that coming day, when they shall severally

share in the general wreck of the species—when ench
you shall be one of the many whom the mon of th it
genuration may remember o have lived in yonder streat,

abored in yonder manufuctory—when they shall spenk

you, just as you speak of the men of the former pgon-
eration—who, when they died, had a few rs dropped
over their memory, and for u few years will still continue




MUTABILITY OF SOCIETY

O could we sunceed in giving you u real
all thiis s may we hope
sn of John the Baptist with energy 1o

from (e conring wrath"  But the

decoiving in the progress of
» like §

silate Wao shonld
1t thie d ¢ n to per-
sonal accotnt every exam of mortality,
When the clock strike: ould remind you of the dy-
ing hour. W s hear the sonnd of the funeral bel,
u should think, it will perform for
you the sume W wake in Ll e

yau should think that there has heen the addition

ié Lifis that is past, and the

siher day o t
y fram the remainder of your
evening fal und you,
sady and invariable progress of
sun moves and moves till it wi you out
how it will continue to move after you die, and
your childron's ehildren o the
thing around us &
An nequnintinee dies—you will soon follow him.
moves from Ik ghborhood—learn that the
New families suc-
ta the world, nd withdraw  your affec-
tions from its unstable and fluctuating interest
apid though we vhserve 1ot its rapid

+ sppear like the twinkling of a vision,

wtre to come will soon have a period, and will

ar 1o have performed their course with equa




brance will soan art fron
When we attend the burial

the bones of the men of

i ¥ ower of corr
fra
When

bodies will be mar
be thrawn' np in Joose

the earth of the new made

among the tombston { the

Ty follow the mutilated letters that
1y of the inhabitant ©

that covers us will molder by the pe
and the letters will be eaten

5f this con
hel,
let our life be ever so
as that of oxen and camels, if
the cordage at the foot of an oak, il w
s as Siceins Dent
1 and

1 and

and prosperous peoy

the prevailing side in a hundred

had three hundred and twelve public
him by his gencrals and princes for bis s




THE GUF 0F DEATH SWESTENED

nnine triumphs; yet still the p hall be,
hall end in death, and all the people shall
d or bad, according as we de
 and onco they shall come to puss
concerning every of ue it shall b told in the
borhond that we are dead. Tl are apt ta think
#ad story ; but therefore let us help it with a sudder; for
we need not be moch troubled, that wo shall
cause we are not bove in cise, nor do we dwell in 2
ndition ; but our days are full of zorrow and
dishonared; an e unhppy with many sins, with o
frail und foolis] angled with difienlt cases of
conscience, ensnared with pussions, amazed with fea
full of cares, divic ariosities aud eontradictory
intere de iy and impertinent with yanities, abused
with ignorance and prodigioos errors, made ridicalous
with a thousand \wenknesses, worn away with lubors, lode
; xed with dangers und tempta-
tion i we are weekened with
ight cted with want, with the evils of mysell and of

all iy family, and sadnesses of frien 4

d m r b shureh ; and there
fore methiuks we-neod not be woubled, that God is pl

ed 10 put an end to all thess trou les, and let them sit
o 6w natursl which, if we please, may be 1o
wing of a better life.  When the Prince of

use his army should all die in thy T
s told bim, that they should
ll meet with evils €0 masiy and 50 great, that evers mun
of them shanld wish limself dead long before that, In.
deed it were @ sad thing.to be cut of the stone, and we




DEATH A RELIEF PROM EUFPERING

that are in health, tremble to think of it; but the

that is wearied with the disease, looks upon that shiarp-

ness us upon his cure and remedy: and as none eed to

lve a tooth drawn, 50 none could well endara it, but he

that hath felt the pain of it in his head : so is our life full

of evils, t therefore death is no evil o the at have

felt th nirt of this, or hope for the joys of a better.
Teremy Tu

Death desivable because it delivers us from suffering.

Would yon not laugh at & workman that should gri
at his task being finished, and the painful labor of the
day over?  Or at a traveler that should lament to see the
end of bis journey, after having traveled all day throngh
oriers und brambles, scorched by the burning heat of the
sun, or pinched by the cold of = severa winter? Or at
one that, having been tossed by the waves of a temposta-
aus sea, should weep at coming into the port, to see him-

sell’ safe from the danger of
man ! who art affticted

death, thou art far more

shipwreck 1 Wretched

thosa of’ whom we speak ; fu most painful

the workman, the grievous fat of the mos
and the swelling waves of the most troubled
sen, ate aothing in compirison of the lbors, misery and
troubles of this languishing |
You would not ouly think it folly und extravagan
but the yery height of madness, in prisoner that g
rrow for being delivered out of hia noisome dung:




NELILY FROM §

suls |
ainful o
patriarch Noah, when he went out of the ark that
pon the mountaims of A bad not 5o
rewson to pr wd

this deluge
ause this fAonting life
unt Sion
children «
1 they ¢

nd burning

renson Lo ra-
iumpl death takes u
suffer n ondage

nnd enduri scorely
tions that consurac
wation, becuw
murmured (o r
on . th
rather burn with indignation agains

urinar nto the world wh




REATH A

entrance of thy celestisl Canaan, yseph rejoiced

the king of Eg ent 1o fet n out of p

xli, 3 and ester sause 16, be
God sends for our
anil causeth them 1o Jeave
kind of don

1f; therefore, it be withoul mmpatience or
I coneeive we have & much strouger roason thin the proph-
et Jonahi to eryont, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, wy
life from me; foritis beuer for « die than to live
Jonal iv. or o say with the prophet Elijah, Tt is
enongh ; now, O Lord, take away my life, 1 Kings xis
Such a soul may, in a baly transport, safely broathe
the prayer of David, the man afier God
Bring my soul out of prison, that I may pre
the righteous shiall comy me about ; for thou sh

with me, Psal

Diath desirable beeawse it d

Let us therefore conclude from
that death is not
that it is rather desirable o
For aaeing that it is to be longed
from all the mischiefs and suffering:
are rather to seek it with
closeth otr eyes, and conveys out of our sight all 4
and abominations that are in the wnd b
stops ouir cars, und hind




DEATH A RELIEP FHOM £1%
and the filthy discourscs that in Sine
1510 b embraced with joy, because it dlivers our bodics
from the diseases that torment them, and our minds from
and displessures that vex and afflict them, it de-

the o
ssions of pluds

serves to be welcomed with greater expr
ness, because it delivers us from all remains of siu, and
{0 our nasural corruption : sothat it i
k tuction

puts u pe tobe
wsteomed and looked
of thic old man, rather than the death of a true believer.
e knew, that

Sampzon zejoiced i his death
be des

tal enemies sho , and

ed with him: ‘We have more eause to rejoice at our
death, and to give God thanks st that time since in onr
dying, or rather in passing from death to lifs, we may sec
i the dangerous enewics of our sal-
wful to us than the Philistines

the destruction ¢
vation, who nre more d
the most croel aud burbarous men

re to Samps Al
li to he feared, as the lusts of

of tha world are not so m
ont filthy Hesh, that pat out the ayes d
4 1o be the devil’

ommonly ron out with haste from a pl

with the plagac: and should we not make as much

by our vews and prayers, to get out of the world

vice is a0 infectious aud ugiversal all over it, that sc

thousand souls are therawith miserably spoiled; since

the world is a Babylon, where all manner of debauchery,

vice and folly are mixed together: where injustice and im-
Have you not greater cause to be tran

ed with en God delivers us feom our woefil

ty, thi




DEATIE MET WiTH COURAGE AND J0Y. 153

(bem out of Babylon? Should they not sing to him,
when the Lord brought them back, and restored them to
Sion, who came from their caplivity, we were as those
that dream; then our mouths were full of lsughter, and
out tongues with songs of trinmph !

Tu short, as the Lord Jesus, when he had restored La
arus to life, and taken him out of his grave, hud compas-
stomon biny, und could not see him auy longer wrapped
up in his winding sheet, anid tied with a nopkin; there-
fore hs commanded, Loose him, and let kin go: T'hus
this merciful Lord, who hath made us to be partakers of
the first resurrection, and ealled our souls out of the

\ of our lusts, is moved with compassion for
us, when he seas these wretohed souls desg about them
the relicsof sin, and some remains of that corruption in
whioh they were wrapped. Therefors he will cause them

e sweet and comfortable voice, Loose them and
Tot them go. Let them go to the eternul mansions, to the
ity of theliving God, 1o the heavenly Jerusalem, to the
gloriaus companies of angels, and to the church and con-
gregation of the first-born, whose names are written in
heaven.

Dralincourt

Christians should mevt death with courage and joy.

My Christian friends, shall the poor Pagans, who
never tasted of the heavenly gift, who swere never partak-
ers of the Holy Ghost, the good word of God, and

powers of the world to come ; shall the Heathen, | ¢

who had no such hope, and were without God in 1
14




DEATH MET WITH COLRAGE AND jot

ath with counra and will you with al]
about you, the foretn
ud the foreseen beams. of g

r advantag s of haps
ory breaking farth
¢ departure ffom this world !
whio had o other light to dircct him than

Jiness, a

still hesitate concerning ye

that of nature, and nothing betier to support hi

own philosophy, eheerfully sabmit to de
his fri

than his
comfort
hristians,

around him; wnd ghall €
the tuiti

thought of their departur:
it posaible that such, who embrace by faith the

leligities prepared for thow in o future life, shonld

with courage and r
1d with expressic

ible to look upon ¢ olution ; yea
10 leave tho w

Shiall & Socrates cheerfully drink s the poisouous por-
tion which was prepared for him ! And shal
tian, animuted by the
precious prom

s of jo

the Chris.
Spitit of God, interested
, and who has roccived the earnest of
the heavenly inheritance, shrink under the
f sufferings and death? If there |
istasteful in thy cup, O €
comparison with that
suppose it wer

pprehensions
anything bitter an
istian, consider, it Lear
b Christ drank for tk
poisoned, yet thou hast proper and power
fiul antidotea prepared ember, thon art going
Irink forever, of the water of lif iu the beavenly ki
domn, where the first taste of the pure stream

y maladics, and make thee forget 21l 1

entersinto the houges of Ch t mean
7 becomes such to abmdon themselves to corrow, since
oy binve an interest in Christ, who was srucified
in heaven, and
t9 hifse




THE CONQUEROR OF DEATH

Moreover, since sa many persons of different ages,
o4 ond circumstances in life, have desired death, only 10
Be free from eartly evils and ealamities; hath not 1
Cliristian infinitely greater reagon to desire death {when it
shall please the Almighty,) that ha may enjoy the happy

advantages of the beavenly life? How excellent is tliy
loving kindness, O God! therefore the children of

put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.
shiall be abundantly satisfed with the fatness of thy house ;
and thou shalt take thet drink of the river of thy pleas-
ures, for with thee is the fou in of life; in thy ht

shall we see light, Psalm xxxvi
Drelinsairt,

‘he Congueror of Death.

‘We read in the fifth chiapter of the Revelations of St
John, that he wept bitterly, because no be heaven
and earth, nor under the carth, able to o
sealed with seven seals, that was in God's 1
that instant one of the twenty-four elders
“Weep not, behold the Lion of the tribe of Judak hath
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals.
Thus we liave until now wept bitterly, beeause we could
find nobody in the arp of Israel to encounter with that
powerful monster, Death,  But let us wipe our tears, snd
take good courage, my beloved ; for this same Lion of
the tribe of Judah is appointed to fight with this dread
fol enemy : our victorious and trinmphing David, who
has 1otn in picces the infernal Lion, bruised the aneient
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serpent’s head, and spoiled pring
wiumphing over them in his cross, vol.
that bus undertaken (his glorious comba

and the company of hi

hat intent that he came into the cawp and con-
flision 66 Istack, e hath not borowed the weapons and

assistance of the world, Heb. i All that he hath tak
from us is our frail natore. But, ' he hath armed him-
self with righteonsaess, as with a breast-plate, and hath
put on the helmet of salvation. hath clothed himself
with vengeance as with & clogk; be hath trodden the
wine-press and nobody hath assisted him," lsa. lix. xiii.
Bat his arm hath saved him, and his hand bath vpheld
him; as David ent off Golial's bead with his own sword,
Jesus Christ hath overcome death by death,  Like unto
the strong Sempson, he hath destroyed all the. enemies. of
his gle h ii. He huh overcome,
, that is, the
dovil, H-.-u‘ and bath delivered (hrm, i nlw through
the fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bone
dage” Then was fulfilled the saying of Hosen, “ O

death, 1 will be thy plague; O grave, I will be thy

xiii. And that of Issiah, “ He wil
swallow death up in victory, and the Lord God will wipe
away all taars from their faces, and the rebuke of his peo-
ple shall be taken away from all the earth” Isa. xxv,
1 Tim. vi. Tlis blessed prince, King of Kings and
Lord of Lords, who only hath smmortality, and dwelleth
in inaccessible light, hnth destroyed death, and brought
ght life and immortality by the gospel, 1 Tim. i,
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a0 death where is thy sting? O grave where is thy
tofy? The sting of death is sin, and the strengtl
idahe Jaw; but thunks be to God who hath given
victory through our Lovd Jesus Christ,” 1 Cor. sv

‘Phis groat God and Savior has perfeotly redeemed us
from eternal death ashe himself tenchos us in the gos-
pel of St John = © He that heareth-my word, and beliey-
ethoon him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall

noteome into condemnation, but i p from death
unto life,” ¢ 24, “I am the living bread, which
came down from Heaven ; if any man eat of this bread

be shall live forever,” oh. ver. 49, Your
ers did et manna in the wilderness and ure dead ; this is
the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man

eat thereof, and not die,” xiii. “ Verily, verily
L say unto you, if & wan: keep my word he shall never
tuste 'of death, I am the resurrection and the |
that liveth and believeth in me shall never die;
that believeth in me, although he were dead yet shall he

live,” oh. xi

Dreincourt
Detacking the Affections from the World.

Some miserable beggars are more loth to leave (heir
rags, than sovereign princes o lay aside their prple
Such are wor ed to their filth and indigence, than
the greatest monarohs to the glory and splendor of their

ompires. Death takes as much pains to free men from a
on, and to set th i 9, 15 to
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drive them from & palace, or to pluck them down from &
throne.  The poor and necessitons who lodge upon the
hutd earth, make as mnoh resistance as the rich, who are
stretched upon the sofiest down. The unhappy slaves
that row in the gallies, are as unwilling that death should
loose tiiem from their misery, as the most potont kings
and emperons are 1o loave their soeptors and their crowis ;
and Tam persunded, that David wus more ready to quit
kingdom, and all its trensures, than many poor wretehs
4= are (o depart from their dunghills and their povertys
Some persons dre tormented with the gout, te stone, and
er gricvous and aeute diseakes; nevertheless the
more passionately desire to live than many who esjoy 1
perfectand vigorous health, Carnal and earthly souls
are 5o much wedded to the world, that they feel o horr
ble regrot, and an unspeakabla anguish, whon they are 1o
depart from u body rovten and falling to pieces with old
wherdas others who are mora spiritualized, and have
of the heavely gift, and the powers of the world
to come, Ieb. si. 4, 5, depart most joyfully out of young
aud vigorous bodies, flourishing in their full bea
strength,
W must not, therefore, remare our arme and legs out
of the world, bus cur passions snd affections.  1f God be-

stows liis carthly blessings upon us, we are pot to imitate

the example of that extravagant philosapher, who ecast

54 his gold and precious stones, that he might
not have the trouble 1o keep them, and who willfully threw
them away, that he might ot be any longer in the fear of
losing them. But we must take heed that they chuse us
uot o make shipwreck of oor fuith; and that we préserve
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them not at the expense of our consciences. For the
soal is far more precious than the body, and life is far
more valuable than raiment, Matt, vi. 25, Since God giv-
ethus richly all things to enjoy, 1 Tim. vi. 17, we should
not show aursalves ungrateful to his goodness, rebels to his
wisa providence, and unjust and ervel to ourselyes, chur-
Tishly to refuse the means of wsing and employing
blessings; For every creature of God is good, and noth-
ing o berefused, if it be reccived with thank
it is sanctified by therord of God and prayer, 1 Tim. iv,
4,2

The honors aud riclies derived to us from our birth, or
thut we obtain by lawful and just methods, are to be num-
bered among the blessings of God ; therefore Esther, who
wiss but a poor stranger, received with joy as a favor from
heaven, the imperial crown that was put on her head, snd
refused not to be the bride of the greatest monarch then
living. Joseph readily embraced the power and dignity
with which king Pharaoh invested him; and the prophet
Daniel, 5ot only aceepted the honorable commands which
were bestowed upon him by the king of Baby but
likewise employed all his power and credit to raise his
companions to places of trust, and the principal govern-
ments of that empire.  God indeed put soepters into the
bands'of cruel and profase persops, such as Pharaol,
Ahab, Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and Terod, o teach
us, that dominion is not the chief good of man, snd that
We must aim at 4 more excellent kingdom, and nt a mare
lasting and solid bappiness: bot then he also places upon
the throne men afler his own heart, whom he eherishes
as the apple of his eye, such as David, Solomon, Jehosh-
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to teach ns, that the fear of
rown, are not
s of this life, nor with world-
Drth the Promise the life that
wawiz; aad af that which is to eome, 1 Tim. iy, B,
"The riches of the parth are no more
honors, unless it be by accident : they ace
aud advantigeous 1o such as employ them
pose of them with a religions prodence: they are power-
fal helps picty, and excellont memns 1o glorify
God, and to exersison virtuons compussion; nay, 1 may
venture o call them the beauty and lustre

y of God's child

of the zeal and

wrn to

a bratal and
ordi B, suelias Nabal; of a merciless and voly

tuous e a5 the rich glutton in (he gospel; of

a treacherous and | porfidious thief, such as Judas; of a

evils situsted

s and dobmuched young mun, such a5, the prods
But then they are blessed both of k caven and

earll; whenitbey fall into the hands of a Joseph. who.

novrisheth therewith his fuber and all bis kindred; of a

Diavid who employs them in - offerings to. Almighty God,

bt of all thiepeople; of o Solomon who huilds
» mingnificent tem and of a Mary Mugda-
estows thowg, not in Iuxury aud van

carious trinkets, but to buya box of precions ointment,

the head of the Savior af 1|
when such a

joys them ns Cornelins the Centurion, who em

"
in elms, the porfame whereof ascendeth up to the throe
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of the God of mercies. In shart, our Lord Jesus Christ
who is the eternal wisdom of the Father, hath pro-
nounced with his sacred lips, that it is more blessed to
give than to receive, Acts xx, 35

Saladin, the renowned Sulian of Egypt, hath left to

posterity an_ illusirious testimony of the vanity of riches

and worldly grandeur. For when he lay wpon his
death hed, he commanded that the windiay sheet in which
he was to ln- buried, should be carried puh[u ly at the end
of a lance, by a herald, whoproclaimed with aloud voice,
# Bebold here is all that this great monarch carries away
of all the wewures, glory, principalities and lordships
whicl he possessed in the world.”

What is still more afllictig, we know not who shall in-
herit the fruits of all our lnbors, which we possess with
so much fear and restless avarice. Perhaps our greatest
enennies, or, which is still worse, the enemies God,
shall clothe themselves with our spoils; and that which
we have been gathering together for many years shull be
squandered in a moment. Of this uuuu and evil the
rayal Prophet complaius in the 39th Psalm. Surely
man walketh in & vain show : surely they are disquiet
in viin : he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who
shall gather them.

We wust not forget that death is a kind of sleep;
wherefore, it holy seripture, to die and tc ep are
frequently to be understood in the same sense. Now as
we find by experience, that we cannot fall asleep, unless
we first banish from our pillow all thoughts of our world-
Iy affairs 50 it is altogether impossible for us to die com-
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fortably, und in‘peace, unless wa bunis

etimies from our

ind affecti Il the faolish thoughits tha

1 disiitiet
all the ding cares that undermine and p
pon us

Po this purposs, we resd jn

profane Listory, that
when Pyerhus, king of

irus, lad prepured a powerful
army ta. march against the Romans, one of

his counsol
ors, mamed Cyneas, spike

o hiim in the following

v df it please Gold to zrant i

the victory ove
the Romans, wchat if it? The king
ndearor to conquer the rest of Ttaly ;

plied Cynens,
selves nexi?  We will then sub-

T prudent Cyness couting

edito demand : And when we shall hive subdued Sicily,
what'shall we do ?* Pyrrhus angwe
into Africa and take Carth

vover Macedonia

answered, we will ¢
wnd when we shall hive cong
Liow shill we erplay or

due Sieily, snid the king.

We will pass over
fter that we may re-
and give law to all Gre

oe, without con-
trol.  But, sir, repl

d Cineas, whe T We s
out possessiva, what shall we do then 2

Wil & smile, my friend

get all into
"The king answered
we will then repose vursely

ys in ease and pleasure. Aud what Finde

from reposing orselve

spend our
now, sir

aud taking our ense and
pleasur

suid this il minister to his pr
ave already in our bands

e
hat which we are going to seek
» fir, with so much bloodshed and

doger?! We may
ply this to ourselves ; far we: have, most of

s of dupendent designs, which eaunot

phslicd daring the lives of several wign, We trem
if death had already caught us by the thron
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hase as many desires Lo fulfil, as if wo swere inmortal
build and adorn oor dwellings, if we were never
leave thewm ; and we may m as much  provisic s il
wehad command of a r Let us dierofore im-
itate the wise and ynens; k- oursclves
i it purpose are thes Wit end
we propose 1o ourselves rs, cares and
watchings 7 What we aim Tt
uituy dangers, and endurs s0 many inconvenionces 1
souls withont doubt, will answor us
teat o repose oureelves at lust, 10 live ut ense, and enjoy
the fruits of our libor.  If 50 let ne seize th
to enjoy that happiness anc
denth shall stretch us in our graves. L
1 with the goods that God - has ulre
and use them with thanksgiving, Miseruble swretches
tht weare! why do we labor and torment
o many things, seein, one thing needful, wd
that is piety, the fear of God, and the
eternnl jogs ! Lot us thérclors ¢
which shall never be tuken
To conelude this di
tinwing city, but that we

throngh sa
Our

 that it s 4 anin

prese
satisfaction, ar
sontent-

ady bestowed upon us
ourselves for

spectation of his

that good part

wway from us, Lu 42
sinee we have here no con

for one 2o “come, 1

1 since we know not the hour when Gad will g
talkie v out of the 'warld -
Jertaalem, let us take heed
wtir-hearts be overohar,;

i 0 introduce us iuto i

o0 ourselves, fost at any
wed with sarfeiting, and dra
and the cares of s life, and 30 that duy Comes upon us
unaieares, Luke xxi. 34, And as the apusties left thos
netsto follow Jesus Christ, Malt. i, ; 50 Jot us ve th
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vain cares, the groundless fears, and the deceitful hopes,
that entangle our souls, that when it shall please God to.
call us, we may be ready to snswer his heavenly eall,
Let us nocastom ourselves betimes to will what God wills

eth, and to obey him without reluc Le: st all

our cares upon God, 2 Pet. v. 8, Iy upon his wise
and Fatherly providence. Lot us Iook with contempt ups
on'the warld, its vain pomps, and perishible riches ; and
esteern nothing upon the earth, nor anght that man is nble
10 procure for us, in comparison of the blessed hope
which we have in heaven, Tit. ii. 18; and the precious
gift which God hath reserved for us, 2 Tim. i, Let v
prefer Tob's dunghill and ashes to the proud thrane and
vast empire of Nek ar. Letus esteom the hege
gary of poor Lazarus, more happy than the wanton abui-
dance of the rich gluttan; and let us enprave in oar
hearts this blessed suying of the Son of God, What is a
wman advantaged if he gain the whole world, and lose Rim
self, or be cast away ! Loke ix. 25. Let us have always
befisre our eyes the image of that rich worldling, wha
liad eaped up many goods far himself, but was not tick
in the sight of God. Let us remember what he suid an-
to his soul, Sou, thou hast goods laid wp for many years|
iake thine case rink, and be merry, Luke xii. 193
and Jet what God suid unto him sound always in our cars)
Thon_fool, this night thy soul shall be requived of thee &
then wwhuse shall those things be which thou hast pravided B
lnstead of contriving how to enlarge our barns‘and grae
uries, and to incredse our revenues and treasure
endeavor 10 ounds 10 our desires, and

with such things as we have, Heb, xiii. 5
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have but & breath in our nostrils, and that we are clothed
with a mortal body, let us not entertain such distant de-

signs, nor siiffér our covetings to be immortal.  Let us

ulways, and iin every place, be ready to pit an end to our
Iubors, and to 1ay the last stone on our building; or rath-
er, let i be always in a disposition to loose the bands
of thiis earthly tabernacle. Let us willingly break all the
ties that attach us to this miserable world, that when death
comes, it may hive nothing to do but cut the last str
by which our soul is naturally united to this languishing
body. Lot our affections take root in hea that where
our treasure is, aur hearts may be there also, Matt, vi. 21
Let us not slumber with the foolish virgins, Matt. xxv;
bat having our loins girded about, and our lights burning,
Luke xii. 35, ot us be prepared ul évery moment, to go
10 meat our heavenly Spouse, and follow him into the mar-
riage-chamber. Letus be like n ship at anchor, ready
10 sail with the first fair wind; or as a soldier, comple
armed, that only waits for the day of battle, and holde him-
sell’ alwaysin readinoss to mount his horse, that he may
merch into the field at the first sound of the trumpet.
Let us send betimes all our most precious jewels into
the most glorious pulace of cternity, that our baggage
being ibsias gone, we may have nothing to do but
consideration of flesh
and blood stops us, let us break usund all the:
bands by the streugth of Christ, the Captain of our
salention ; that is to say, by the vinue of God's Holy
Spirit, which he hath been gracionsly pleased to
vouchsafe us. And if the persons whom we love and
cherish the most teaderly, or even those whom we es-
15




the most, or these (o whog
atid honor, ehould fabor

aly resolution,
varthiy considerntions, lut us say ¢ them,
ur Savi 2 Mary Magdalen, 7
yot ascended to my ¥ r, John
course, fur I have alreidy hold of the priz
crown. In short as the fathor of the faithful loosed (kg
ram, rus wore cabght in th md vifered
it uf tub-offering unto Gl o la
free our winds from all worldly

i
ot us offer then up 16 God e o
et selling savor, ws o buly and iving sacrifics

whieh burns in il ind char

will ot foar
death, but will s Tnce
Come when thou v
u long fime since 1 liave

for thee witly ji:

1
If is not here Iu beart
into heiven G

notwithstanding the

Tight that threw ppen

ill take care of surviving dependent

also who are alraid ta Ic hir it




CARE OF SURVIVING

vt allthem that call wpon him
widow in such an e I
munner, that ha ¢ Biwmsalf-the e the
Psdlin Isviii, 5 thatis, the guardian of
thie protector of their rig
wrougs ths
plice, lie expressly tells us, that ke established th
of the widore, Prov. xv If Job caused the widme'
Jieart twsing for joy, Job xxix. 13; bow much more s}
od fill ber heart with ravizh ts, w

Mectial consol Holy Spirit?

not of thoge (oulish widows who wind nothing but world-

1y pleasures and carnal pustimes, who run inta all the fop
peries of the agw, and d whilst they live, 1 Tim. v
(1; butT speak of those wise widows, who being Teft des-
e st in God, and continue in supplications and
prayer aight and day,
Our graat God and mercifil Lot
clared in genoral, that ke is tha judge, protector and com-
forter of widows, but he hath als pleased 1o extend
unto seme his m izl favors and extraordinary bless-
ings. In the reign of king Ahab, while 4 cruel famine
prevuiled in the land, God he prophet Blijak
poor widow of Zarephath, who was preparing he
die with her son, as soon as they had eat up u Nandful
meal, and u litde oil that was left.  Bat the
comforted her with the: wrds : Thus &

Giad of Tsra [ meal shall not waste, neith
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shall the se of oil fuil, until the day the Lord sendels
rain upon the earth, 1 Kings xvii. 14. Many poor wji-
ows have experienced the like miraele

tor, by a scorel
ediction, God hath caused their provisions not (o fa
Tliaugh they base not enjoyed any extruordinary plenty
this ull-wise purveyor hath furnished them with the nece:
suries of lifi; %0 that not only they and their ohildrei
bave subsisted in i greatest seareity, but they
h also hed the honor of ssisting God

prophists,
Like the poot widow mentioned in the

gospel, out of theie
peaury (hey have given alms, Luke x3i. 43 and their mitey
have been more pleasing unto God than the treasures of
the rich.  Morcover, when the Son of
world, be w 0 maail the care and tender
concern he hath for widows; for when he met nigh the
gate of the city of Nain, a poor widow that wept. hitterly
for her anly son, who was carried aut to bo buticd, le
had compaision on her, rai

od was in the

sed the young man to life aga
and delivered him to his mother, Luke
at t

vii. It was also
out widows that 8¢, Peter rnised
Dorcas, Acts i

1 must not forget in this place u noble providence, prop-
er 1o comfort evary faithful scevant of God, Ty

idow
of aue of the sons of the

prophets, in the bitterness off
her soul, cried out unto Elisha : Thy servarit my kushand
is dead, and thou knowest that (hy servint id fear the

Lotd ; und o him my 4w

the creditor is come
sons to be bondmen, 2

ozy of the aflicted, s passion o
and by the means of Elish

this poor widows
miraeulously

with (@ puy her debts, and to support her family. By this
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glorious example; God assures Lis prophets of the tender
earo ho will tike of, their widows, provide Ik in
i Foar continne in liis b
The ssion, und
eapuble hristinn soul,
futhers r 10 their child ecially if
shiey fease. them'in s age-nable to help themsclyes, Dt
Jest thisnatural prssion should tra you boyond the
bounds of redsan aid piety; consider well the promise that
A made to Abraam: 1 will be a God unto thee and
seed after thee, Gen ; nnd what St
Tews: ‘The promise is unto you, and to y

ehildren, and to all that are off : even as many

the Lard our God shall o Above all, hear
1

attenti il engrave in the bottom of your heurts, t
God speuksto yon from he prophel
legee thy fitherless children, 1 will preserve
(ham alive; aud let thy widows trust i
alis. 11,

God is the father of us all, but more espec ially he
the father of the fatherless, 'salm exl Ile hath comps
sion on them, and provides for all theirwants.

Aran are pearer to fim than to thee; for thou art

fecble instrument which he made nse of to brin

into the world, but be he Creaor of their souls, the
Maker of their hodies, and the Redeemer of both. He
foses thent with a greater and more lasting lova t

hest of fthers, and the most tender-hearted mother
therofore he assures us by his holy praphet, thut thon
wotsen forget her sucking child, t ould not ha
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sion ou the sou of her womb; yet he will not fop-
getus, Isa. xlix. 15, So that all those ohild
God, and worship him, may say with David : Whea tny
father tbd tmy mather forsaho me, then the Lord will take
me up, Psalm xxvii, 10,

We can do nothing without God; but he can do all
things wil great many children, who are
brought up at home, under the eye of their parents, grow
debanchied, and are ruinicd ; whereas many, thatare foroed
out while young or left orphans, become shining pattorns
of piety and gaodness. For example, in Tsaue's house, in
the preseace of this holy person, Esau be
and a gluttan, Gon. xxv.; whereas Jucab,

stance, in all his lights and wandering
always before his eyes the of his
xxxi. 3 that is, the God whom his mllur feared.
cob’s house, Reuban defiled bis futher's bed, Gen. xxxv.

25; whereas Josepli, who was sold into. Egypt to P,

phar, chose rather ta espose himself 15 o punish-
ment, unid aven to death, than to touch his master's wife,
Gen. xxxix.  David had the unhappiness to sve some of
his children guilty of murder and incest 3 whereas Joash
and Josials, who were lofi orphans in their infuicy, be-
cawe wise and virtuous princes, burning with zeal for the
serdiceof God. How many children are there, who, not-
withstanding all the cure and pains of (heir fathers, fall
fnto extreme misery ! How muny are dragged from their
parent’s embraces 1o un ignominions death? Whereas
others, who are left without perents, friends, or any hu-
i wssistance, not only escape the greatest dangers, bk
rise 10 the highest honors and diguities; ns Joseph in
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Egypt, and Daniel in Bubylon. Likewise Esther a poor
captive orphan, became u queen, and God made use of hiee
and her oredit, to deliver his people from Haman's con-
spiracy, Esther vii. We seo every day orpans blesscd by
God in an extruordinary manner. Cast your eyes upod
the childret: of the blesscd martyrs, and you shall find
many whom God hath made noble instances of his
espoeial favor, and that mercy which b

shiow o thousands that love lim, and keep his
hou shalt meet with many that nre o thoo-

hath promised to
com-
mandments.
sand tifmes more prosperous than the childreu of perscei-
tars. Nay thou shalt behold them with astonishment giv-
ing alms to the very childven of them that have plundered

their houses.

Drelincourt
Motives for dexiving rele e _from this world

Willingly submit then, O oy soul : it is not thon, but
this flosh that must be dissolved ; this troublesome, vile,
and corruptible fiesh < it is but the other half, thy meat
and drink, which thy presence kept longer uncorrupted,
going after the excremental part. Thou diest not when
i (the compositum) dieth, by thy deporture. And as
thon livest not ta thyself, I die not to myself; whether 1
live or die, T am the Lord’s: he that set up the candle,
knoweth how long he hath use for the light of it. Stady
thy duty, and work whileit i day, and Jet God chooso
thy time, and willingly stand to lis disposal. “1'he gospel
dieth not when [die; the ehurch dieth not; the praises
of God die not ; the world dieth not; and perhaps it
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shall grow better, and those pragars shall groy
those prayers shall be answered which seem
i

and it may be some of the ssed that 1 have sown; Il

spring up 10 ¢oma berieit of the dark unpeacesble world

whed Tam dead.  And is niot this muek of the

lifis; and is not that life good which attain

I my end was ta do good and glorify God

done, aud God be glorified when T am dead, yea, though
1 wera annihilited, isnot my end attuined. Feign nob
thyself to be God, whose interest (thavis the pleasing of
bis will) isthe end of all things; sud whose will is the
measure of all created good : filgn not thyself 10 ba all
the world : God hath not lost his work; (ho world is not
dissalved when Tam dissolved. O how strong and unred
sonable a discase is this inordinate selfishy Is not
God's will iufinitely better than wine, and fitter to be ful-
fillad ! Chaose the fulfilling of his will, nnd thau shalt
always hase thy choice: 15 aman be wall that ean alwagh
have his will, let this always be thy will, that God's will
may be done, and thou shalt always have it

Willingly depart, O lingering soul | It is from 2
; though in it there be righteous Lots, who yet

without their wo blamishies! Hust thou so ofien
groaned for the gencral blindness and wickedness of the
world, and art thou laath to leave it for a better 7 How
oft wanldst thou huve rejoiced to have seen but the dawns
ng of ad universal peace and reformation 7 And
wouldst thou not see it, whore it shineth forth in fullest
glory?  Would u light at midnight have pleased thee so
well1 Hust thou prayed and labored for it so hurd, and
wauldst thou not see the sun ! Will the things of hoayen




DERIRING RELEASE PROM Till§ WORLD.

please thee po where bt on the earth, where they
in the least snd weakest influences, nnd ore terr
gross, torrone; obscure, and unkind re
away, the vindictive flames are re:
wicked world, Sinners that Blindly rag
quickly rage inthe eficets of sin and uf Go
the pangs of lust prepared for these pangs
treasuring up wrath aguinst this day. L
hind thoo : tway from this unhappy world
{hemark,’ * Looking towards, and hiastening ¢
ing of the day of God

But, alas ! how d is flesh to reason Faith
wily may shameall contrary reasoning
this inordin

the teason which e
but sonse is unreasonable, and especially
(enneious love of prescnt life. T have reason cnough to
be willing to depart, even much more willing than T aw
© that 1 could be us willing as Tam convinced that 1 has
resson tobe! CouldTlove God as much as 1 know that
I should fove hit, then I should desire to dep ¢
with Christ as much as T know that I
But God in nature hath here laid upon me

{on, thougl the inordinatencss came fromsin

e Chriet <o fonred und deprecated the cup

Death m
therefore it must
we willingly sinned, we must unwill

js not the pain or dissolution in itsc If, but th
1

sequents of it.  All the fith sason in the world wi
not make deatl to be no penalty, and therefore will not
take sway all unwillingoess yan ever yet reason

or belieyed himself iuto a love of painand death us such




174 BETTRR T0 DEPART
but seeing that the gnin is unspeakaliy et thin (e
pain and fuith and holy resson may make our wile
lingness 1o b i than our unwillingness, and o
hope and joy, than. our fear snd sorrow, Aud it is the
deep and ¢ 1 notice of gooduess, wh Go

tra a
man Come thy what i
best for thee ; and wilt thou not love and desire most it
whish is cortuinly the best T

Bursier.

d will of God, hath cro
ed my foolish rebellions will on earth; and nfterard I
Lave till pereeived that it was best; usually for mysalf,
but slways for u higher good ik an e
emy, nor & tyrant that mads we, that hath pr
und that wills me hence. e hatl
cmy; the more 1 Jiu etter 1 have
him.  Had I botter abeyed his ru ill, hiow hagpy had

ved me,

not used e 2z an en-

and is not his dispos and rewarding

but God's work is lik < 8 "1 should
not diex tintil my de

G mysell would choose ir, trained by misery,
e safe ! O foolish
sinful i1 take it nob w be far better 1o be at G
choice a y own or any man's ! and if 1 I

the time than 11

1 should rajoic

, O my woul ; it i
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calls thee hence called thee
into the world, and bade thee live ; that eulled thee ont
ate of sin and death, and bade thee live hereaf
unto him; that called thee so oft from the

giving thy ewed thy strength, rest

comforts of his i and service, and hath so gr

led thee throu wilderne broug

thee almost 10 the sight of the promised land,  Aud wilt

thou not willingly go, when infinite
call thee?  Art thou not desirons of his
Wivu afraid to go to him who is the only e
What was it but this glory to which he did, finally, elect
Where dost thou read elected thee to the
hes and bonors of L world, of the
flesh I But he elected us in Christ sayenly ir
heritanee, Epb. i 3, 4, & od, 1 theo als
1o bear the cross, and to manifold
i it thut which thou preferrest bofi Crown
was Dut as & weans nuto the kingdom, that thou mighiest
bie conformed (o Christ, and reign with him wie
hust suffered with him,  If Gad « thee to
it not thyself, nor behave thyself lik

2. Aod sorely that state is my b
purchised and promised me as be ahit me
not with silver and gold, so neither to silver and gold
Did he live and die to make me 1 in the
woeld ! Surely his incarnntion, merits, and in-
Teroessic 0 esign if’ that And wh

hath more of than they tha B I" Christ

But ke purch




ER TO DEFART

utidefiled, that fadeth not away
laven for ws tha by God's power thr
unto salyation L And is it hoaven that e
dear a price for me, and is the end of so wouderful @ de=
of grace, and shall T be unwilling now to receiva the
it
3. That sure is best for we for which God's Holy Spiri
« preparing me; that for which ha is given to believerss
and that which is the end of ull bis holy operations o
1y soul,  But it is not to love this world that he is pare
suading me from da 35 but to come off from such
and (o setmy heart on the things above. Is it to
love this lif and fleshly interest; this vanily wnd sesation,
or vither to love the invisible perfection, that this
Spirit hath done so much to work my hesrt?  And would
ande all, or cross and Frustrate all lis operations ?
rruce been = preparing me for glory, nad shall

oath 10 take possession of i1 If T am not willing,

T s uot yet sufficiently prepared
1. If heaven be not better for me than earth, God's
word nud ordisances have been all in yain. Surely tha
the gift of the better covenant, and

which is seoured to me by so many sealed promises, and

which 1 am directed to by 0 many sacred precepts, 4
o culled

and read, mnd meditate, and pray, and wareh 80

trines, and example and for which 1 have been

the interest of the flesh on earth, or &

ily prosperity, which the gospel cove-

which the sacraments Spirit

which the bible wis wrillen to direct me
ministers proached to me, which my bouks
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weere written for, for which I prayed, and far which 1
served God 2 Or was it not for his grace on earth, an
glory in heaven? sad is it not beter for me to have the
end of all these means, than them all, and lose
hopes? Why bnve T used them, if T would not attain
their end

5. That is my best state which il the course of God's
fagherly providerices tend to. All his sweeter mercies,
and all his shurper corrections, are 1o make me partaker

und to lead me to glory in the way that

Savior and ull bhis saints have gone before me. All
shings work together for the bost to me, by preparing me
for that which is best indeed.  Both calms and storms are
to ring me to this harbor ; if 1 take them but for
selves and this present life, I mistake them and und
sand them not, but unthankfully vilify them, and lost
their end, and life, and swoetness, ry word and work
of God, evary day’s mercios, and changes, and usages do
look at heaven, and intend eternity. God leadeth me no
other way ; if I follow him not, 1 forsake my hope in for-
suking him; if I follow him, shall T be unwilling to be at
home, snd come 1o the end of all this way ?

Separation from worldly Knowle

When I die, I must depart not only from sensual
delights, but from the more manly plensures of my
studies, knowledge, and converse with many wise and

godly wen, and from all my pleasures in reading, hearing,

i
16
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WORLDLY KNOWLEDGE 79
virtue to live to God, or overcome templations from ti
flesh and the world, and to secure their everlasting hopes
what pleasure or quiet doth it give to & dying man, (0
know almost any of their trifles

2. Yea, it were well if much o learn-
g did us no "harm, and more than ge Je
books are to some but a more honoral tempta-

tion Uhan cards and dice ; lest many a precious hour be

Jost in them, that should be empl on much higher
matters; and lest many make such knowledge but an un
Yioly, nataral, yea, carnal pleastire, as warldlings do the

thonghts of their lands and honors; and lest they be the
more dangerous by how much the less snspected ; but the
best is, it is a_pleasure so fenced from the slothful with
thorny labor of hard and long studies, that laziness suveth
more from it than grace and holy wisdom doth. But
doubiless fancy und the natural intellect may with as little
sanetity live in the pleasare of reading, knowing, disput-
ing, and writing, as others spend their time at a game ut
chess, or other ingenious sport.

For my own part, T kuow that the knowledge of natu-
ral things is valuable and may be sanctified ; mu more
theol theory ; and when it is so, it is of good use
und I lave livtle knowledge which I find not some way
usefitl to my lighest ends. And if wishing or money
would procure more, T would wish and empty my purse
for it; but yet if many score or hundred books which 1
have read, had been all vuread, sud I had that time no
1 lay out upon higher things, T shonld think myself muc
richer 1 And 1 must earnestly p
Lord forgive me the hours that T have s




RELIEF BY DERATE.

wrofitable, for the plensing of a wmind that
would fain know all, which I should have spent for the
increase of holiness in myself and athers,

3. Butt helind,  No knowledge
d for much noll

e chief tnswer is y
lost, but perfected, und chan
, greater knowledge

in particular de mo

i £, sweet-

ar Lot men be nevér

3, whether sequirgd habits of int

and memory die with us, ns being dependent on the bodgi
that a for elearer krow

thian is here attaing

yet, by what manner soever
we shall e, is not o be d

of And the céssation of our present mode of knowing
is but the nd imperfeotion ;
our wikening endeth a dreaming knowle
maturity endeth the trifling knowl

saith the Holy Ghost, *

on of our ignorance

. for sa
Love never faileth,” (and we con

Jove no moré thin we know ;) but whethior there be prophe

ies, they shall fail ; (that is, cease ;) whether there b
whether there be kuowle
clive, su

sheall
(notional and abst

ase; ze,

h as we have now,) nll

nish away

Buster.

Death elivves us from hearing the uews of human woe
and wickedness.

To katow or liear of the poor in famine, the rich in

ully, the church distracted, the ingdam discontented
by the effeets of their errors
; the wicked 6otr

, imper-
geons and wiks

ions, and divisions

Iseness, or miseieri or sufferings of




RELIEF DY DRATH.
friends; the fury or success of enemies,—is this an intel
ligence which 1 caunot spure? What is the the ¢
tidings that T hear, but of bloody wars, the undone cous
tries, the persecuted churobes ; the silenced, banis
imprisoned preachers, of the best removed in judgment
feom an unworthy world by death, and the we

5 and endeavors

ing in their rooms; of the renewed desig
of the churel’s s; the implacable f the world
Iy aud unquict elergy, and the new divisions of self-con-
ceited sectaries, and the obloguy and backbitings of each
inst the other?  How hear T the s
fricnd's sickness or death, and that frics

tent, and of another's full, and of many, very many's su
ferings? My cars are daily filled with the cries of the
poor, whom I cannot relieve; with the endless complaints
of feariul, wmelancholy, despairing persons; with the
wranglings of the ignorant and proud professors, and o
tentious divings, who censure most boldly where they
most errongous or dark ; or with the troublesome disc
teuts of those that 1 converse with. And should T be
ufraid of the ending of dy, or of awaking

times thought of the j

these troublesome and pravoking things ; and

that se¢ not the vanities and tempiations of this world
It is one part of the benefit of solitude, or a priv

and habitation, to free me from many of these unpleasing

objects; and u great part of the benefit of sleop, that with

my clothes 1 may lay by these troublous thoughts
Baxt,




DAURTS AND PRARS

Dowbts and fears reasousd dyron,

fivers place that T have lived in was u place of divina
lave, whicls thers sut up its abliging monuments Every
year and hour of tmy Jife hath e

und every neighbor, yea, every ¢

gers and iustruments of love 3
chango of my life, notwithstanding my sin, hath

1 me tréasures nud mysteries of love, And after such a
life of love, shall 1 doubt whether (e God do )
et s he the God of the mountsins and not of the val-
Jey ! Did he love we inmy youth and health?  And
doth ke ot love moin my 3ge, and pain; aud ktiess 1
Did ke love all the faithful better in thoir Jife than g theie
death? IF our hope be notehiely in this jife noither i
ot state of love, Whiol is principally the lieavenly andless
grace. M ans ¢ my fricads, but abnte not theie
love. Did ha love me for my strength, my weakness
might be my fear: as they that love for begus Ioathe
them that are deformed ; and they that Jpve for riches,
despice the poor ; but God layed me when 1 g, hix enes
po 10 make we & friend ; when T wis bad, fo make me
batter : whatever, e (akeil plossute n 4y own gif
Who made me fo differ?  And whas haye T the T have
jou vecetved T And God will finish the work, the by,
198 the warfure that is hisown. 0 the maltjung
cies to my sonl aud boly, in pegos g 1, in youth and
10 myslf and fij real anid grasious
deliverances which have vestified to me (he lose of God |

f mers

Huve 1 lived in the experience of it, and shall I die i the




RRASUNED DOWN

doubtsof it? Had it been love ouly to my Lody,
Bive died with me, and ot hase accompanied my
ing soul,

Behold then, O my soul, with what love the Futh
Son, and Holy Spirit have Joved thee ; that thou shouldst
bo mide and called a Son of God, redecmed, regenerate,
adepted into that covenant state of grace in which thou
standest. m oice therefore in hope of the glory of God,
Rom. v, 1, %, being justified by faith, having peuce witls
God, and access by faith and hope that maketh not
ashamed: that being reconciled, when an enemy, by the
death of Christ, T shall be saved by his life.  Having
loved his own, to the end he loveth them, and without
end.  His and calling are without repentance.
Wihen Satan and thy flesh would hide God's love, look to
Chirist, and read the golden words of love in tho sicred
gospel, and peruse thy many recarded experiences, and
remember the convictions which secret and apen mercies
huve misny o tinie aforded thee. But especially draw
uoarer to the Lord off love, and be not seldom wad slight
i thy contemplations of his love and loveliness. Dwell
i the sunshine, and (hou wilt know that it is light, and
warm, and comfortable.  Distance and strangeness cher-
islt {hy doubls: acguaint thyself with him, and b

look up, and oft and earnestly look up after thy
ascended glorified bead, who said, “Tell my brethren, 1
ascend to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.” Think where and what he i, and what e is
now deing for all his own; aud how humbled, abased

sufiering love is now triumphant, regnant, glorified love ;
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and thereiore ess than in all its tender expressions
cily revealed but
o T can nowhere so fully discern it as by looks

sl Savior whioh s in

upon earth love is nowhere perfe

Father
s beliuvingly with the
more and better, and

T had lived inmore cone

Tove, which would ‘have turned
th into joyfull and more earnest
with Christ, in the wrms, in the world, i

v than to be here, in a dark, &

Baster,
Penitence and Pardon.
Answer me y that your ure =o

heinous and
minabile, that you eannot

for a pardon,

they wre as high a

Iy sensible of ()

the loftiest mountuin
weight, und sighest o
th by burthen, G

infinite merey
shall cover a

1 wish them away Like
transport thom out of thy sight,
provided a true repent
loth wueh more abound, Rom
wlet, they shinl]

nees that you commitied

and limited,
nark
there is JYork

wrld, are finit
infinite 2f thom
. who shall stand ?




PENITESCE AND PARDON

ziveniss with thee, that thow wayest be feared, Psalm
cxxx, 3, 4

He that covereth bis sins shall not prosper : but
confesseth and forsaken them, shall lu Weroy
xxviii. 18; and it is certain, there is 1o sinner, let him be
ever 50 guilty, that shall seck merey by o trae re-
pentance, but shall obtain bis request.  David bad defiled
Tnsel§ b i imfamous adultery, and had imbrued his
hands in the innocent blood of one of his most fuit
servauts < but os so0n as he presénted bimself before God
wilh o broken and contrite heart, Psuim Ii. 17 ; this merci-
ful Creator washed this wretched sinner from all his ini
quity at the fountain of his eternal mercy.  He made him
whiter than snow, and caused the bones which he had brok-
<n to rejoice ; therefore he crieth out, 7 said, 1 will con-
fess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest
the iniguity of wy sin, Pealm sxx King Manasseh
gave limself up to enchaniments and witcheraft, and to
tha most gross and abominable idolatries, Chron
peyertheless, he no sooner humbled himself inhis fe
thun ks sighs and groans found a gracious reception al
the throne of God. The poor Publican, in th

gospel,
enst down with the weight of his s waould not lift up
#o much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his

breast, saying, God be merciful fo me a sinner, Ln

13; but God looked upon him with an eye of mercy, and
stretehed out unto him bis

racious hand ; sothat he went
down to his house justified. The pesitent Magdalen, be-
ing strack with horror at her own sinful and wicked life.
came and cast herselll at oor Savior’s feet, washing them

with ber tears® and wiping them with the hairs of
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PRAYER KECESSARY

constant remembrance of our moriality, will help

us from o too mtimate attachment 1o the things we

sa waon toguit. By thi= habitual preparation to meot ou
Judge, we shall be brought to pray more earn

interest in the great Tutercessor; uud to strive more
foetually against every offence which may aggravute the
awfulness of that meeting.

Fervent prayer, that divioe grace may prepare us for
death, will, if cordially sdopted, answer many great moral
purposes, Tt will remind cvery individual of every class
that ™ the time is short *—tha ure is no repentance in
the grave.

Perlups even the worldly and thoughtless man, o
an avonsional fit of dejection, or an aceidental disappoint-
ment, may be braught w say, “ When T am in heaviness,
T will think upon Gad."—ON, think upon Him, call upon
Hitn, moe,—now, when you are in prosperity; ne
your hill is so'strong that you think it shull uever be re-
wioved ¢ think upon Him, call upon Him, when the scen.
is the brightest, when the world ¢ flatie
and pleasires betray you; shitk o
able to think at all, while you pos

thinking. The time may come, when “ He may turn his

face fram you, and you will be trou L? Thi f God,

when the alluring images of plensure a

d of profit wonld
seduce you from Him, Prosperity i

s the seasan of pecoliar
peril. “Tis the bright day that brings forth the addar.
Think of God when the tempting world says, * All this T
will give thee, not the insolvent world, it has
cheated every creditor thut ever trusted It will cheat
you




To thie man of opulenee, whio heapeth up riches and
catmot tall who shall gather them, prayer will be 4 coe
tunt memento : it will remind bim thst he walketl ina
vin , and disyuicteth hinseelf in vain; it will res
mind him of laying up treasures where thieves cannof
enler, nor rust corrode.

“T'he hubit of praying against the fear of deal, wonld
chee < hiial beauty, by veminding her how
snoti it must say to the worm, Thion art my fatkier, aud

sption, ‘Fliou art 1y mother and sistor

The s of genii who thought thus af making

any books there would be no end ; who, in liis zeal 108

write, had negleeted to pray s who thought little of ang

inmortality but that which was to bo eouferred by the ap=
plause of dying ereatires like kimsel ' who, in the
of possessi tind forgotten that . y
acoount for cation of them ; if Lisppi aulil
t il-of his own heart, to feel (hes
swabts of his own soul, how intense will be his repentang
liow ¢
thi the pr
hat his mereics miy not o
hat Nis talents may trument of his
punishmont ! How for pardon,
now devoatly will b fore his fest
wble on (e dark monntains
nan of business, 16 3 we hve dlready adverts
his schemes %o dooply luid, his spectilas
rudontly planned, thal natliog could frustrate
Icalnted that the future wuch i s
present ¢ that denth, that grand sube




TRAVER NECENSARY. 159

verter af projects, might interp veto. This n

wha conld nat find time to pray, most find time to die—he
muy at length find—happy if be ever find it, that he cu
not moet hiw end with o peaceful beart, and a resigned
spirit, without the preparation of prayer for support in that

awfal period,  when his purposes shall be broken off and

all his thoughts perish.”

The man of pleasure, what shall we say for ki
He is sunk to the lowest of degradation in the moral
scale: he hins not even human supports: he has robled
himsell even of the ordinary consolations sorted
o by ordinary men. He has no say on  whicl
w0 Iay hold, no twig at which to eatch, no pretence
whicl to flatter himzelf into a false pea
tion of past nsefulness ; he has neither served his country ;
nar benefited socicty—whaut shall we r him? 1
pray mot for bimself, we muost pray for him—with G
things are possible.

‘I'he statesman, indefatigable in the public service, dis
tingtished for integrity; but neglecting the offices
Chirlstianity ; whoso lofty character power had not

| nor eupidity débased, but whose religious prin

though they bad never been renvunced, had not been kept

pieit of rare disinterestedness : a moralist
off unblanched hanor, but who pleaded it duts had leit
him little time for devotion ! Should divine grace inclic
Liim ot last 10 seek God, should hie begin 1o pray o be pre-
pared for denth and judgment, bie will deeply regret with
the contrite cardinal, not that he served his king faithfully,
but that his higher services had not been devoted to their
hest object.  In this frame of mind, that ambition whi
17




AGAINST THE PEAR OF DEATT

utisfied with what earth could or kings rewatd)
will appear no longer glorious in lis eyos. True and just
[l sovereign, devoted to bis country, faithful to all hut
or and himself, he now laments this he hiad nege
.[»dnv: ock a Letter gountry, neglected to serve
raal, the bl and only Patentate
10 obtain an iny Kingdom which
moved. H L ere patriotism, grand
object, and importunt it= end, will not afford suppar
soul sinking at the approach of the inevituble houry

awed at the view of final judgment
Hownnh Mire.
against the frar of death

Death is a thing, that is no great matter in itself; if we
weets us in every ageis

very creature enrries a dart along. with it, and
e, when Lysimachus hreatened
to kill him, he told him, no grost

mutter to do, and Le could do no more than antharis
des ca little fiy could do as much

OF the evils of the world which ate reproached
with an esil character, death is the most innocent o
accusstion. For when it is present, it hurts nobody; and

it is abzent, it is indeed tronblesome, but the trouble

is owing 1o ou uot to the affright
objeot : and be this, i it wes
sient, that it passes like the iustunt or undiscerned portion
of the present titne : und either, is it st o
for just when it s, no man hath reason (o complain OF#0

insensible, =0 sudden, o un red a chinge
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Tt is so harmless a thing, (hat wo go

was ever thonght the more miscrable for dying

mueh the happier. When wmen saw  the A of

Calutinus, of the Servilii, the Scipios, the Metelli, did

ever any man among the wisest Rominns think them w

1 when St Paul fell ondor the sword of’ N

Peter died upon the cross, and St. Stephen

1 heap of stones wascarriod into an eusier grave, they that

made great lamentation over them,wept for their own inter

est, and after the manner of men ; but tie martyrs w

countad happy, and their duys kept solemaly, and their

memories preserved in never-dying bor

He thut would willingly be fearloess of deat
o despise the wotld ; hemust neither love any thi
sionately, nor bo proud of any cireumstance of his
“ O death, kow bitter is the remembrance of thee to a
man, that liveth atrest in lis possessions, to a wman, that
hath nothing to vex him, and that hath prosperity in al
things; yea unto him thutis yet uble to receive meat
said the son of Sirach.

Ho that would not fear death, wust strengthen lis
spirils with the proper instruments of Christinn fortitade.
All men are resolved upon this, that to bear grief honest-
Iy and (emperately, and 1o die willingly and nobly, is the
duty of a good and valiant man : and they that are not s
are vicious, and fools, and cowards. All wen praise t}
-
mired in their noblest examples, is especially patience anc
contampt of death. Zeno Elentes cadured torments rath-

valiant and honest ; aud that, which the very heathen o

erthan discover his (riends, or betray them to the danger

of the tyrunt : and Calanus, the barbarons and w

Indian, willingly suffered himself to be burned ali
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all the women did sa, to do honor to their hushand's fun-
erals, and to represent and prove their affections great to
their lords.  The religion of o Christinn does inore com-
mand fortitude, than ever did any institution ; for we are
commanded to be willing ta die (or Christ, to die for
the brethren, to die rather than to give offence or seandal 2
the effect of which isthis, that he, that is instroeted to do.
the necessary parts of his duty, is, hy the same instrument,
forsified ngainst death : as he that does his duty, need not
fear death, 50 ncither shall he ; the parts of his duty, are
parts of his security. It is certainly a great baseness and
pusillunimity of spirit, thut makes death terrible and ex-
tremely, to be asoided.

ristian prudence is & great secnrity against the
fear of death.  For if we be afraid of death, it is but,
rensonable to use all spiritual drts to take off every ap=
prehension of e but therefore we ought o remove our
fear, beenuse fuar gives to death wings, and spurs, sad
darts. Death hastens to a fearful wman ; if therefare you
would muke death harmless and slow, to throw ofl fear is
the way to do it; and prayer is the way to da that. If
thevefora you he afraid of death, consider you will have less
need (o fear it, by how much the less you do fear it: and
80 enre your diréct fear by 4 reflex act of prodence and
considerat

If th vilt ba of deatly, endeavor to be
inlove with the felicities of saints and ungels, and beones
persuaded to befieve, that there is a condition of living
better than this; that there are creatures more noble thin
we; that above there is a country better than ours; that
the inhabitants know more and know better, and are in
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plces of rest and desire;; and firstlearn to yalue it, and then
learn to purchnse it,and death cannot be o formidable thing,
whichi Tets s into 50 mueh joy ond'so much felicity. And
indeed who wonld not think his condition mended,if he pass-
ed from conversing with doll mortals,with iznorant nnd fool-
ish persons, with tyrants and enemies of learning, to con-
verse with Homer and Plato, with Socrates and Cicero, with
Plutarch and Fabricus? So the heathens specnlated, but
we consider higher. *The dead that die in the Lord,"”
shall conversa with St. Paul, and all the college of the
apostles, and all the saints and martyrs, with all the good
men, whose memory we preserve in honor, with excellent
Kings nd boly bishops, and with the great shepherd and
bishop of our souls, Jesos Christ, and with God himselll
For * Chirist diad for us, that, whethier we wake or sleep,
we might live together with him."” ‘Phien we shall be free
fron Just and envy, from fear and rage, from coveionsness
and sorrow, from tears and cowsrdice : und these indeed
praperly are the oaly evils that are coutrary to felicity and
wisdom, Then we shall see sirange things, and know
vew propositions, and all things in wnother mapner, and
1o higher purposes.

Tn forty or fifly years we find evils enongh, and argu-
ments enough 1o make us weary of this life ; and (o a good
man there are very muny mare reasons to be afraid of life
than death, this having in it Jess of evil and more of ad-
vantage.  And it wis a rare wish of that Roman, that
death might come only to wise and excellent persans, and
ot to fools aud cowards : that it wight not be a sanctuary
Yor the timorous, but the reward of the virtuous ; and in-
deed they only can make advantnge of it.

17
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Make no excuses to make thy desires of i
reasonable ; neither cover thy fear with pretences, but
wuppress it rather with arts of severity and ingenuity.
Some are not willing to submit to God’s sentence and ar-
rest of death, Gll they have fuished such a design, or made
an end of the last piragraph of their book, or raised such
portions for their ehildren, or presched so many sermone,
or built their house, or planted their orchard, or ordered
their estate such advantuges. It is well for the modesty
of these wen, that the excuse is ready ; but if it were uat,
itis certain they would search one out: for an idle man
is never ready to die and is glad of any excuse; and a
busicd man Hath dlways something unfinished, and he s
ready for overy thing but death. And I remember, that |
Petronius brings in Bumolpus composing verses in a des-
perate storm; aud being called upon to shift for himsell
when the ship dashed opon the rock orying out, to let him
alone, 4ll ke hod trimmed and finished his verse, whicl
was lame in the hinder leg: the man either hiad 1o strong
a desire not to end his verse, or a great desire not to end
his life, But we must kuow, God’s times are not to be
measured by our ciroumstinces; and what 1 value, God
regards not : or if it ba valuable in the accounts of men,
et God will supply it with other contingencies of his
providence: and if Epaphroditus had died, when lie had
liis great sickness St. Paul spenks of, God would have se-
cured the work of the gospel without him : and he could
have spared Epaphroditus as well as St. Stephen, and St.
Peter as well as St James. Say no more; but when God
calls, lny aside thy papers; and first dress thy soul, and then

dress thy hearse.
Jevemy Taylor.
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God will ufford Support.

The only =ource of all our consalation is God's gra-
cious promise to help us in time of need. Epgrave in
the bottom of your hearts these divine sayings, When he
that bath set his love upon me shall call upon me, I will
answer him: I will be with him in trouble, T will deliver
Bim and honor him, Psal. xei. 15. The Lord knoweth
how to deliver the godly out of temptations, 2 Pet.

He is rich unto all that call upon him, Rom. x. 12.

is nigh unto all them that eall upon him, to all that eall
upon him in truth, Paul. exlv. 10.  He fulfils the desires
of the humble, he hears their cry, ver, 19. Many are the
afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him
out of them all, Psal. xxxiv. 19,  Call upon me, saith he,
in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee; and thou shalt
glorify me, Psal. 1. 15,

When n pnor subject is visited and caréssed by his
prince in the {ime of his sickness, he looks upon it as a
great favor, and a singular happiness. And when, in the
midst of our most grievous egonies, we happen to cast
our eye upon a dear friend, whom we earnestly wished to
see, we are wont (o say, Methinks T feel no pain, now I

have the satisfaction of your company. Now the tender-
ness of God's love accompanies the glory of bis Majesty.
He is the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort,
wha comforteth us in all ouwr tribulation, 2 Cor. i. 3, 4.
He is that bosom friend who loveth at all times, us it were,
a brother who is born for adversity, Prov. xvii. 17. Heis
at once the King of Kings, and our most cordial friend.
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He entors into the house of mourning, Foel. vii., and s
uigh unta every braken heart and contrite spirit, Psalm
xaxiv. 18, The lower our estate is, the more he remem-
bereth us, Psal, oxxxvi. 23.

Notwithstanding the misbehaviar of our ehildren, we
cannot bear to see them in distress, but are moved with
compassion, aud strive 10 comfort them to the best of our
ability: and shall thy God, who loves thee mare cardially,
and with o more unalterable love than the best of fathers,
or the most tender-hearted mather, forsake thee in the day
of affliction ? This merciful and compassionate Father,
who took thee into his protection wlen thou cumest into
the world, who hath been thy God from thy mother's bel-
Iy, Psal. x: 10, and hath administersd to all thy neces-
sities : shall he refuse thee his gracious succor in this thy
utmost extremity? He who perfected praise out of thy
mouth when thou didst suck ut thy mother's breast, Psal.
viii, 2; Matt. xxi, 16, who hath crowned thy youthful days
with his divine blessings, will not cast thee offin the time
of old nge. He wil! not forsake thee in the last moments
of thy life, when thy vigor is consumed, und thy strength
faileth, Psalm Ixxi, .

When we go aboul 1o pssist our sick or wounded friends,
we labor, by all possiblemeans, to lessen their pain, We
exert all our €kill and discover our m
at least we endenvor to make them sensible by our officions
cares, our sighs and tears, that we have a quick feeling of
their anguish. ‘Their cries and groans are so many darts
or duggers that stab us to the heart. Likewise our mer
ciful God is moved with compassion at our sufferings;
when he sees us racked with cruel paine, lis bow els yearn,
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his heart is turned within him, liis repentings ara kindled,
Hoszea, xi. 8, and is love towards us is inflamed afresh.
In all oor afffictions hie is afllicted, Isa. Ixiii. $; and he
that toncheth us, toueketh the apple of his eye, Zech. ii.
8, He weeps and grouns for our torments, and is touch-
ed with the feeling of our infirmities, Heb. iv. 15. He
binuls up our brujses, and ponrs his balm into our wounds,
Jer. axx. e healeth the broken heart, Psalm exlvii
and cayseth the broken bones to rejoice, Psalm li. 8
Therefore my brother, or my sister, csst thyself upon
God, for his power is equal 1o bis love, and he knows bet-
ter than thysell, or we can, what is proper and expedient
for thee. Tu his due timehe will canse thy pains to cense,
and will take his thorn from thy flesh. ither he will
drive from thee the spirit of infirmity that aflicts thee, ov
else he will make his srength perfect in thy weakness.

He will endue thee with so much patience, arm thee with
snch constancy, and fill thee with such extraordinary joy
aud consolation, that every one shall visibly perceive that
God himself is thy helper, and that his strength sustains
thee. O how sweet and pleasant is God's assistance to a
Christinn sovl 1 Tt brings with it such vast and precious
delights; it conseth such undeniable testimonics of our

adoption to shine forth; it gives us such a transporting
earnest of our celestinl inberitance, such a ravishing fore-
taste of paradise, that St. Paul prefers it wot ouly to all
the riches, pleasures and honors of the world, butdlso to
his being caught up to the third beavens, where e heard
unspeakable words, which it is not fawful’ for & man to
utter, 2 Cor. xii, 4.

If the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consc-
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Intioti also aboundeth by Christ, @ Cor. i. 5. For 15 God
commands wine to be given to him that is of a heavy
hieart, that he may drink and remember his misory nn
more, Prov. xxxi. 6, 7; so be udmimisters the most cordinl
and powerful consolations to the greatest evils, Tt is on
this oecasion that he displays his Almighty arm, and paurs
out the rich abundance of his graces.  When thou walk-
est through the fire, thow ehnlt not be burnt ; neithey shall
the flame kindle upon (hee, Tsa. liii. 2. For us the Son
of God was in the fiery furnace, with Danicl's three cont
panions in Babylon, Dan. iii. 25, 0 in the most burning
fever, the most scorching puins, be will refresh thy soul,
and thou shalt be like n watered garden, and like @ spring
of water, whose waters fiil not, Tsa. Iviil. 11.  Whatever
flood heats sgainst thee, whatever defluction endenvors Lo
chake thee, thon mayest say with the rayal prophet, T haye
set the Lord always before me ; because he is at my right
hand, T shull not be moved, Psal. xvi. 8. Though I walle
through the valley of the shadow of death : though 1 have'
na help nor assistance in the world, and though there re-
mating ho more strength or vigor in the body, 1 will fear
1o evil, for thou, O God, art with me; thy rod and thy
stafl they comfort me, Psal xxiii, 4.
Direlmcart.

Christ the ground of hupe in death.

By (he cross of Jesus Christ, we learn 1o pat onr
teust in the goodness of God in our sharpest pangs, and
to embrace him 1 our most loving Father und Redecner,
even when be seems to discover 10 us a countenance full
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of severity and wrath. For this ewernal Son of God, in
his most violent and cruel agonies, when his heavenly
Futher withdrew from him lis uid, withheld the effeots of
his grace, the expressions of his love, and the conforts of
his divine Spirit ; yet looked upon him a2 his God, and
prays to him with o holy assurunge, repeating these pu-
thetie words, My God! My God !

If we would die willingly, and leave these infirm
bodies with a holy cheerfulness, when the time is come
that we must go to the Father of spirits, we ought o re-
member oar Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, with what
constancy ho prepared himsell for desth, und with what

he ded his P d soul into the
hands ni Gaod his Father, when he reguired it.  No man
taketh it from me (says he), but T lay it down of myself':
1 hve power to lay it down, and T have power to tuke it
agiin. This commandment have I received of my Father,
John x. 18, This drew from his sacred lips these divine
words, Lo, T'come to do thy will, O God, Heb. x. 9; and
for this reason, when he gave up the ghost, he oried with
# loud voice, Luke xxiii. 46; to show that his precions
oul wusnot taken from him by viclence, but that he of-
fered it up o willing sacrifice.

Moses’ 1od was changed into a serpent, as well as
those of Pharaoh's magicians; but this serpent swallowed
up all the others, Exod. vii. Thas the death of our Lord
Jesus Christ had its fear, its sorrow, and its agony, Matt.
xxvi; but his fear swallows up all our fears; and causes
us to come boldly to the throne of grace; his sorrow
drives away all our sorrows, and fills us with joy and eter-
nal comfort; and his agony swells oor hearts with tri-
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winph, ‘The trouble and grievous conflicts of Lis spirit
give repose and everlasting peace o our consciences
Iis bioody sweat dries up all our tears; his grouns put
an end to our groans ; and his loud eries enuse us 1o sing
songs of trivmph, The bands of this glorious Savior
have purchased for us full liberty ; and in bis condemna-
tion we are scquitted. He tasted vinegar and gall, and
drank, even to the dregs, the cup of God’s wrath and just
vengeance, that he might yive us 10 drink of the inex
Tiwstible river of his delights. When he ericd out; in
the hitterness of his soul, My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken we? Mart. sxvii 46; it was to the end
that God should never farsske us, but, in all our distres-
ses, should afford us bis Alniighty Nielp and Fatherly as-
sistance. | He bowed his head to raise our hopes; wnd,
finally, died to daliver them, who throngh fear of death,
were all their lifetime subject to a severe and cruel bon-
dage, Heb. ii. 15. So that they who wremble and are
aftuid of the appronches of doath, have not yot felt the
power and virtae of the cross of Clirist ; they tread under
faot the blood of the Son of God; and, as much as in
them lies, destroy the fruit and, efficioy of his blessed
denth.

By this time you perceive, believing soul, that
death is no longer Lo be foared, since all its darts aro
Droke, its arms destroyed, andal! its spoils nailed 1o the
cross of Jesus Christ.  You may there behald the claws
of this old he paws of this devouring bear, the weth
and poison of this infernal scrpent, and the Lead of this
monstrous drigon, You may there see deuth swallowed
up in victory, and the Prince of life leading it in triumph.
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Follow therefore thig triumpbal car of this glorious Re-
deomer, singing, O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory? The sting of deathi is sin, and the
strength of sin is the law.  But thauks beto 1, which
giveth ua the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 1
5.
Whean the patriarch Jacob heard that his son Joscph,
whom he tenderly loved, and for whom had shed so
tears, was still alive, and govemor over all the land
Egypt, hie caruestly desired 1o see again this dear son,
and (o be & withess of lis glory : It is enongh, said he,
Joseph my son is ivo: I will go and see him before
1 die, Gen. Xy And you, believing souls, who hear
this day, that your true Joscph, whom you pi ionately
Jave, lives and reigns in heaven, where he is worshiped
by all the glorified spirits, do you ot ardently desire to
* o6 bis fuce, and 1o behold bis- glory, and the moguif-
cenco of his trinmph? The patriarch Jucob was feeble
throngh age, and howed down with surraw, but his spirit
revivad when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent
to cnrry him; thiis you, my Christiun brethren, whose
bodies ald age or sickness hath bowed down, and whose
heartse care aud sorrow hath undermined, do not you
find yourselves strengthened, do not you feel yourselves
scusibly revived, whon death driws near, and you per-
ceive, with the eyes of faith, the horses and chariots of
fire which Christ hath sent to_ convey you to the paradis
of his glory? Joseph. recoived lis futher and brethren
with tears of joy, and all the house of Pharach rang with
acclamations of gladness ; with what tenderness then will
Christ embrace us? What rejoicing will there be in
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heaven at your arrival 1 'lhe tongues of angels alone can
express o joy 5o unspenkable and full of glory. . Joseph
fed i father and his brethren, but he never imparted to
them any portion of his authority and glory; whereas
onr Lord Jesus Christ, who excels Joseph as much in
power and magnificence, as in Jove and compassion, shall
uot only feed us with the bread of his kingdom, and give
us to drink of the river of his pleasures, but he will also
ke us partakers of his glory, and the magnificence of his
empire, as he prowmised to his holy upostles: I appoing
unto you n kingdom, 1s my Father hath appointed unto.
me, Luke xxii, 29, To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as 1 also overcame,
and nm sit down with my Father in his throne, Rq

21. Be thon faithful unto death, and 1 will give thee &
erown of Jife, Rev, ii. 10. Joseph's brethren, notwithe,
standing his greatness, became slayes; bot Jesus Christ
will place upon euch of our heads a crown of pure gold.
Joseph could not preserve his brethren from death; they
all dicd one after another ; and he also, in his tarn, gave
up the ghost ; but Jesus Christ being raised from the
dead, dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion aver
him, Row, vi. 9. e is not only wlive forevermore, but
will Jikewise cause us all to beeome innnortal,  Whereas,
then Jacob desired (o live that he might go down into
Egypt to sce is son Joseph, we should ardendy desire to *
die, that we may ascend up into heaven, there to behold
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is both our Fatherand Re-
deemer, When Jacob embraced ngain (his ‘wonderful
and beloved son, he oried out, in the trunsport of his joy,
Naw let me die, since T bive seen thy face, becanse thou
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art yet ulive: on the contrary, when we shall embrace
Christ i Kis glory, and shall behold the light of his coun-
tenunce, we shall say unto him, in a different manner,
My Lord and my God, since I siow see thee alive, and
reigning in heaven, 1 shall also live and sy with thee
foryger and ever. Aumen.

Drelinconrt

The witness of the Spirit.

‘Fromble not, therefore, Christian souls, nor be dism
ed; for all the three persans of the most haly, most glori-
ous, and most adorable Trinity, are engaged for yonr
vation mud cternal huppiness. The Father, by his infiite
wisdom, hath found out a means to reconcile us to him-
«ulf, to satisfy the rigor of his justic and 1o declare the
riches of his nnparalleled mercies ; the Son hath pur-
chased for us this great salvation, by offering himself up
« willing sorifice npon the cross, and by shedding his
st precios blood for the remission of our sins; and
the Holy Spirit, by uniting us with this our High Priest,
makes us partakers of the infinite merits of his sufferings.
“hiis is the true hyssop that sprinkles the divine blood of
the Lamb, without spot or blemish, to the cleansing of our
wouls, Heb, xii. 24, It is this Spirit that gives us the
white stone, wherein the new name of elect and belicver
is wrilten, whioh no masn knoweth, saving he that recciy-
ethit, Rav. ii. 17. He gives us 1o et of the hidden
manna, the food of angels, which the world knoweth not,
John aiy, 17. * It is instead of u precious ring, by which
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our hieavenly Bridegroom plights 1o us his conjugal fiith,
It is the seal of the living God, that seals 10 us the cove-
nant of grace, and all the promises of glory and happiness,
made to v in the gospel ; as the uposile ells us, lla\mg
belicved in the ,vo-p.»l of our salvation, we are sealed with
the Holy Spirit of promise, Eph. i 18 therefore he ex-
horts us, (.mm nat the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the duy of redes v, 30, Fi-
nally, this is the Spirit that beareth witness with oor sfir=
it, that we are the children of G and if ohildren, then
heirs ;. eirs of God} and joiut heirs with Christ, Rom,
16, 17.

Think not, Christian sonls, that 1 intend 1o, persuade
you, that this Holy Spirit of our' Lord Jesus shall come
and whisper in_ your ear, or call unto you from within
that you are the children of God, as some extravagant gfi-
thusiasts imagine. The witness that he bears with our
spirits is a real and effectunl witness, il 1 muy say so; for
by regeneraling vs, and making us become new creatures,
he gives us a greater and more certiin assurance of onr
adoption, thin if he declared from heaven, Thott art my
child, and thy name is written in the book of life. As
the seal imprints its image in the wax, thus the Sp
onr Lord Jesus imprints in our souls the image of its lo-
liness, and all its divine virtaes. Now, as the figura that
remains upon the wax enables us to pass a sure judgmenl,
what manner of seal msde the itpression ; sowhen yau
find the image of God engtaved in your hearts, acknawlh
edgge the finger of God, and the pawer of his Holy Spirit;
for 1o one can beur 1his blessed imnge, except he be the
child of God. The Holy Spirit, that engraves it in our
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souls, kindles there the flames of seraplic love, and gives
us tongues of fire. He causes us to speak to God with
Voldaess, as unta our Fathier; and to lift up our eyes to
lw"u with a holy joy ; as unto our inleritance,
Drelincowit

Low attainments in picty lamented.

How then cometh my soul 1o be yet so low, so dark,
%o fond of this wretchied flesh and world, and so backw
to go home and dwell with Christ?  Alas! 2 tust
heaven on earth is a mercy o precious to be cast away

upon such as bave long grieved and quenched the Spirit,
and are not, by diligent and patient seeking, prepared to
toceive it. He that proclaimeth a general peace, will
*givo peace only to the son of peace. If, after such un-

kind negleets, such willful sins as I have been guilty of,
1 should espeet to ba suddenly in my Savior’s arms, and
“1o be feasted presently with the first-fruit of heaven, 1
should loak that the Most Holy should 100 little manifest
his hatred of my sin. My conscience remembereth the
follies of my youth, and many a later odious sin; and
telleth me, that if heaven wera quite hid [rom my sight,
40d T should never have a glimpse of the face of glorions
etermal love, it were hut just. 1 look upward from day to
day ;X groan to see his pleased face, and better to know
my God and my home, T ery to him daily, © My God,
this little is better than all the pleasures of sin : my hopes
are better than all the possassions of this world. Thy
gracious looks have ofl revived me, and’thy mercies have
15
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been nnmeasurable to my soul and hody; but, ob, Bow
fur short am I of what even forty years ago 1 hoped sosy-
erto have attained ! Whereis the peace that passeth
understanding} that should keep my heart and mind ine
Christ? O where is the seeing, the longing, the rojoie-
ing and trinmpling fuith?  Where is that plessant fa-
miliarity above, that should make « thought of Christ and
beaven da be swecter o we thon the thoughts of friends;
or health, or &l the prosperity and pleasure of this warld
Do those that dwell in God, and God in them, und have
their heurts and consersations i beaven, attain to no
more clear and satisfying perceptions of that blessed state,
thin T haye yet attained 1 Is there no more acquantance
above to be here cxpected ! No livelier sense of future
Joys? No sweetor forewsic? Nor fuller silencing of:
doubts and fears? 1 am not <o loath o go to  fiend,
nor to the bed where I ofl spend the night in restless pains
and rolling, us 1 have wo often been to come ta thee !
Alns, how many of thy servants are less affaid to go to &
prison thau to their God! and had rather be bunished to
a land of strangers, than sent (0 heuven ! Lord, must 1,
that am called the child, and a beir of heaven, nnd a co-
heir with Christ, have no moro sequaintance with my glo-
rified Lord, and no more love to thee that are ty portion,
before I go hence, and come hefore thee ! Shall 1 hve
no more of the heavenly life, and light, and loved, Alas)
1 have scarce cnough in my weditations, to detominate
them truly heavenly meditations < T have searce enough
in a prayer to mike it indeed @ heavenly prayer; or ina
sermon, to make it o heavenly sermou; and shall T have
no more when T come to die? Must T go hence so like
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n stranger to wy home? Will thou take strangers into
henven, and know them as thine that do no better know
thee here ! O, my God, vouchsafe u sinner yet more of
his Spirit, that came down on eacth to call up carthly
minds to God ; and to open henven to all believera! O,
what do I beg-for =0 frequently, so earnestly, for the suke
of ‘my Redeemer, as the Spirit of life and consolation,
which may show me the plensed face of God, and unite
all my affections to my glorified heid, and draw up this
dark and drowsy sonl, 1o love and long to be with thee?

How long itis sinee I hoped that 1 had heen translated
from the kingdom of darkness, sud delivered from the
power af the prince of darkness, 4nd brought juto that
light which is the entrance of the inkeritunce of s 3
and yet, olas! darkness, darkness is still my wisery!
There is light round ubout me, in thy word and works,
but darkness is within me. And if my eye be dark, the
sun will be no sun to me. * Alss! my Lord, it is uot sll
the learning in the world, no not of theology thut consist-
et in the knowledge of words and methods, which I cun
take for the sutisfuctory heavenly light! To know what
thou hast written in the sacred book, i not enongh to

make me know my glorified Savior, my Faiber, and my
home. It must be a light from heaven that must show
me heaven ; ‘and a light accompanied with a vital heat,
that muﬂru to love and joy within me.  © let me not
have onl

renming kuowledge of words and s, but
quickening light, to show the things which these words
do sigaify, to my mind and heart! Surely the faith by
which we wust live, must be a living faith | and must
reach further than to words, how true soever. Can faith
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live in the dark ?  What is it but an effect of thine jllus
mination?  What i my unbelief but the darkness of my.
soul?  Lord Jesus scattor all these misis; minke thy way,
O thou Son of righteousness into this benighted min
O seud thy Advocate o silence every. templation that is
againgt thy truth and thee, and thina agent o prosecute
thy cquse against thine enemies and wine, and to b tlie
resident witness of thy verity, and my sonship and salyge
tion. Hearing of thee is not sutisfctory to mel Jg
must be the preseuce and operation of thy light and love,
shed ubrond by thy Spirit on wy beart, that must quiet
and content my soul | 1 confess with shame that T have.
sinned against heunven and before thee, aud sm anworthy
o hise any glimpse or taste of heaven | but so did many
that are now entartained and feasted by thy love in glory.
Baster,

Society of heaves compared with that on earth,

Think here, O my soul, how sweet « state unto thee it
will be to love the Lord Jesus thy glarified head with per-
fect Jove! When the glory of God which shineth in lim,
will faast thy Tove with full and everlasting plensure : the
bighest created perfection of power, wisdom, and good-
ness, refulgent i him, will not give leave to thy loye, 1.
cense, or interumit, or abate ite forvor. Why ou shalt
see in the glorified ehureh the precions fruits of Clirists
redemption, grace, and love, this ulso will feed thy love:
to him, from whom this heavenly glory cormeth ; and when
thou shalt foel thyself possessed of perfect happiness, by
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Iiis love 1o thee, will not this also d

s psrt? Yen, the
remembrance of all his former love ; what ke did for thee,
and whnt he did in thee here on carth, ow lie called thee
with a holy calling, how he hed thee in biood from
all thy sing, how he kindled in thee those desires

which
wnded to that perfect glory, how he renewed thy nature,

how he matrooted
thy childhood, &
dangers, aud sufferings b
constrain thee everlastingly to love him: thus, (thou
he give the kingdom to the Father, ns

and guided, and preserved thee from
id-how many and bow great sins, enemies,
aved thea from, all this will

h

coasing his me
tory, healing, saving work of acquisition,) be will be to
thee the Madiator of fruition : God in him will be acces-
sible, and condescend to a suitable commuuion with us,
John xvii. 24. And as Christ is thy life; radically and
efficiently, as ke is the giver of grace, and the spirit of
love, 50 he will be abjestively thy life as b is lovely, and
it will be formally thy life to love him, aud God in him
for,

"Think also, O my soul, how delectable it will be to
love, ns well as to know those angels that most fervently
love the Lord | "They will be lovely to thee as they haye
loved thee, and more s they have been love

bene-

an
factors ta the church and to mankind ; but fir more s
thay are so many refolgent = nially move
and ehinggand burn in purest love to their Creator, O
ety of holy

are which con

blessed wronce between that aminble sou
rits, and Wis dark, mad, distacted, wicked world !

Here desils tempt me within, snd deyils incarnste perse-
cute me without: blasphieming of God, reviling godliness,
deriding the sacred Scriptures and sacred exerci
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lignant slandering of the servants of God ; hating, peraes
cuting, ailencing, and saying all manner of evil filsely of
them, for their righteoustiess’ suke, while suoh crimes e
pretended as they anes fulsely charged on Christ himsel (3
this is the conversation of those that T have long dwelt
with in this world. Atheism, infidelity, papal chureh tyr-
anny, bloody wars, destroying the righteous, oppressing
the poor, adultery and forvication, stigmatizing perjury,
ambition, violence, covelousness, deceit, sotiish i
willfulness in sin, hatred of reproof, revengeful malice
these and such Iike are the fruits of the soil where I have
lang sojourned; (thiough, through the grace of Cliristy
among the faithfal there have been better fru and is
not the company of holy angels better than this?  With
whom God is all; who e evou made up of sbining wiss
dom, and holy love, and benificent activity : who ure tho
blessed choir, that melodiously sing forth the high proises
of their Maker . among whom God dwellath as in his
presence-chamber or his temple, and in whom be taketh
his great delight.  With these T shall sce or hear no cvil.
Na mixture of foals or wickad ancs do pollute or tronble
their saciety ; there will be no fulse doctrine, uo evil ex-
ample, no favoring wickedness, no accusing goodness, 0o
hurtiul vielenee ; but holy, powerful, operative love, will
be all and do all, as their vory nature, lifs, and work.
And is it not better be 2 door-keeper there than to dwell
in the palaces of wickedness! And is not 8" day with
them better than a thonsand hern?

And with the holy angels T shall love holy souls that
are made like anto them, and joined with them in the
same soolety (and it is likely with them judge, that is,
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rule the world.) Al their infirmities are there put off

with the flesh; th
and light and love :

y ulso are spicits mude up of holy Life,
there is none of Lheir former iguo-

rance, error, imprudence, selfishness, contentiouss
imputience, or any other troubling, hurtful thing, ‘W lwn
I think with what fervent love to God, to Jesus Ohrist,
and to one another, they will be perfectly united there,
and how shamelhl is it, that they should

o 1o disaflections and divisions, and hardly
agree to call each other the servants of God, or to wor-
ship God inthe same assemblies; but the remnants of
dividing principles (viz., pride, error, and uncharitable-
ness) will be all left behind.  Society with imperfect saints
amia-

is sweet ; the imperfect image of God upon them
Be; but their Trailt bere ure 50 vexatious, that it is
hard to live with some of them in peace. But perfect
love will make them one; and O how delightful will that
communion of geints be! 1 can never forget how sweet
God hath made the course of my pilgrimage, by the fra-
aces ; how sweet

grancy and usefulness of his servants’
huve my bosom fricnds been, how suitable! How sweet
hath the neighborhood of the godly been! How sweet
hath the holy assemblies!  And how many hours of com-
fart have I there had | How profitable have ihieir writings,

thieir conference, and their prayers bean! What then
will it be to live in the union of perfect love with perfect
saints in heaven forever, and with them concordantly to
love the God of lose?

Baater.
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Desires after heaven and holiness.

So far as God malketh us willing to be delivered from.
sin, s far we are deliverad ; and anr initisl imperfact des
liveruuee is the way to. more.. I pains then muke me
groan for case, and eickness makeme wish for lioalth,
why should not my remnants of ignorance, unbelief, and
strangeness to God, vecasion me to Jong for the day of

a This is the greatest of all my troubles
Aud q.uulu it ot then be the greatest wearging burden
from which I shonld earnestly desire 1o be eased, As
grace never doth hort eficiently, and yet may be ill-used
and do lurt objectively, as to them thut are proud of it
so sin never doth good efficiently and of itself, and yet ob-
joctivly may do good ; for sin may be the ohject of grace,
and 50 10 use il t My unbelief, aud durkness,
and disaffsction; and inordinate love of this life, do of
themselves most hinder my desizes of deliverance, and of
u better life; but objectively, what more fit to make ma
weary of surb n grievous stale? Were my unbelief
and aarthly mind predominant, they would chain my uf
fections to this world ; or if I were constrainedly weary
of @ niserablo life, T should Niave no comfortalle hapes of
o better.  But a8 it i= the nature of my #in to draw down
my heart from God und plory, it is the nature of wy fuith,
and hope, and lave, to corry it upword, and to desire the
heavenly perfection; mnot to love death, but to love that
which is beyond it.  And have 1 been so many years in
the schaal of Christ, learning both how to live and die,
begaing snd studying for this grace, and exercising it
against this sinful flesh, sud shall T now, afier all, find
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flesh more powerful o draw me downward than Ffiith,
hope, and love, to carry my desites up to God ?

O God forbid : O, thou that freely gavest me thy grace,
maintain it 1o the last agminst its enemies, and make it
finally victorious : it came from thee; it hath been pre-
seryed by thee; itis on thy side, and wholly for thee;
0, let it not now fail, and be conquered by blind and I-u.:
carnality, or by the templations of a hellish conig

my ; without it I had lived as a beast, and without it
should dic more miserable than a beast. Tt is thine

image which thou lovest ; it is a divine nature and heay-
enly beam ; what will 2 soul be witheut it, but a dungeon
of darkness, a devil for malignity, aud dead to holiness
and heaven?  Without it, who shall plead ihy cause
aguinst the devil, world, and flesh? without thy glory,
earth is but earth; without thy nataral efficaey, it would
be nothing; without thy wise and potent ordination, it
would be but a chaos ; and without thy grace it would be
abell. O, rather deny me the Jight of the son, than the
light of thy countenance! Less miserable had 1 heen
withont life or being, than without thy grace.

Forsake not, theo, & sinuer that would not forsake thee,
that looketh every Lour towards thee, that feeleth it s n
picce of hell to be so dark and strange unto thee, that
gropeth, and groancth, and gaspeth after thee; feeling to
his greatest sorrow, (though thou art every where) that
while he i¥®present ia the body, he is absent from the
Lord. My Lord, I hiave nothing to do in this world, but
1o seek and serve thee; 1 have nothing 1o do with a heart
and its affections, but 1o breathe afier thee, T have noth-
ing to do with my tongue and pen, but to speak to thee,

19
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and for thee, and to publish thy glory and thy will §
What have I to do with all niy reputation, and interest in
my friends, but to increase thy church, and propagate thy
holy truth and service ! What have I to do with my res
muining time, even these lust and Janguishing bours, but
to look up unto thee, and wait for thy grace and thy sal-
vation? O, pardon all my carnal thoughts, and all fay
unthankful negleets of thy precious grace and love, and
all my willful sin agaiost thy teath and thee! and let the
fuller eommunications of thy forfeited grace, now tell me
by expericuce that thou dost forgive me! Even under
the terrible law thou didst tell man thy very uuture, by
praclaiming thy name, Exod. xxsiv. 6, 7. *The Lord,
the Lord God, mereifal and gracious, long suffering, and.
whundant in gmsdm:u and truth, keeping merey for dncus-
sands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression and sin;” und
is not the grace of our Lord Jesus Clirist reveuled in the
gospel for our more bundant faith and consalation?
My God, ¥ know, as I ¢annat love thee according to thy
loveliness, so I cannot trust thee avourding to thy faith-
fuluess: T can never be safficiently confident of thy all-
sufficient power, thy wisdom, and thy guodness.  Wihen
1 have said, * Will the Lord cast off focever? and will
he be favorable no more? Is his merey clean gone for-
ever ! Dotls his promize fail to generations * Hath God
forgoticn to be gracions? Hath he iu anger shut up his
tender mercies? Conscicnee hath repliedi®int this is
my iofirmity. 1 never wanted comfort, because ‘thou
wantedst mercy, but because I wanted faith and fitness 10
receive it, and perceive it.  But hast thou nol merey aleo.
1o give me, cven that Giness and thal faith? My God,ull
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i« of thee, and through thee, and all is to thee, and when
T huve the felicity, the glory of all forever will be thine,
None that trusteth i thee (according to thy natere and
promise) shall be ashamed : if' 1 can live and die in trust-
ing in thee, surely I shall not be confounded.

Barter.

A conjident hope.

T will hope in the Lord, for with him there is merey
and plenteous redemption.” ** For he taketh pleasure in
them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.”
Psalm Ixxviii. v. 7; exix. 49; cxxx. 8,4, 5, 73 exlvii. 11
Though flesh and heart fail, the Lord is the rock of my
heart; he is my portion, saith my soul, therefore will 1
hope in him, The Lord is good to them that wait for
him; to the soul that soeketh him. It is good that I
should both hope, and guictly wail for the salvation of the
Lord. 1t is good for me that T have bome the yoke in
my yolth, and that T keep silence and put my mouth in
the dust, if 80 be there may be hope, Psalm Ixxiii. 26 ;
Lam. iii. 24, 25, 26, 27, 20.

God need not flutter such worms ss we, nor promise ns
that which he never memneth o perform, He hath laid
the rudiments of our hiope, in a nature capable of desiring,
secking, and thinking of anather life. He hath called
me by grace to actual desires and endeavors ; and some
astes he hath vouchsafed. I look for no heaven, but
the perfection of divine life, light, and love, in endless
glory with Christ #nd his holy ones. Aund this he hath

fore
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begun in mo alteady. And shall T not boldly hope, when
1 lave the capacity, the promise, und the earnust, and
foretuste * Tu it not God Limself that hath cansed me to!
bope! Was not nature, promise, and grace from him @
And oan n soul misenery and ba deceived, that departeth
kence in-a hope of God's wa causing and encouraging T
Lotd, I have lived in hope; 1 have prayed in hope; I
iave laboted, suffered, and waited in hope; and by thy
grace I will diein hope! And is not this aceording ta
thy word and will 7 And wilt thou cast away a soul that
hopeth in thee by thine own comwand and operation
Had wealth, snd honor, and continuance on earth, or the
favor of man, been my reward and hepe, my hope and T
bad died together. Were this our best, how vain were
wan!  But the Lord Jiveth, and my Redeemer is glorified
and intercedoth for me! And the same Spirit is in heiv-
en who is in my heart; ns the same sun is in the firma-
ment which is in my houso: and the promise is sure o
all Christ's seed ; and millions are now in heaven, that
once did live and die in hope; they were sinners once, a8
now T am; they had no other Savior, no other sanctifisr,
1o other promise than | now have : confessing that they
were strangers biere, they lovked for a better canntry, and
that had foundations, even a beaven], where

now they are. And shall T not follow thewm in hope that
well 7 Hope then, © my sont, unto the ead,

; from henceforth and forever bope in the

Lord. 1 will hops continually, and will yet praise thee
more and mora: my mouth shall show forth thy right
cousness and salvation, | "The Lord is at my right hund, I
shall ot be moved : my heart therefore is g!m] and my
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glory rejoiceth; my flesh aleo shall dwell confidently and
rest in hope, for God hath showed me the path of life;
in liis presence is fullness of joy, and at kis right hand
are pleasures forevermore, Psalm exsxi, 3; Ixxi. 14, 15;
xvi. 8—11.

‘What then remaineth, O my soul, but that if trust and
hope thou love thy God, thy Savior, thy Comiorter, the
glorions saciety, thy own perfection in glorious, endless,
heavenly life, and light, and love, and the joyful praises
of Jehovah, better than this burden of painful and cor-
ruptible flesh, and this howling wilderaess, the habitation
of serpents and untamed brutes, where unbeliel wnd muz-
and uncharitableness, tyr-

muring, lnst and fally, injustic
anny and divisions, pride and contention, have lang pro-
voked God and wearied thee? Where the vintage and
harvest is thorns and thistles, sin and sorrows, cares and
crosses, manured by munifold temptations!|  How odious
is that darkness and unbelief, that unholiness and disai~
fection, that deadness and stupidity, which maketh such
a work as this, so reasonable, necessary, and pleasant a
work, to seam unsuitable or hard! Is it unspitable or
hard to the eye to see the sun and light? or by it to see
the besntified world? or for o wan to love his life or
health, his father or bis friend? What should be easier
to a nature that hath rational love, 1han to love him that
is essential love itself. e that loveth all; and giveth 10
all the loving ficulty, should be loved by all. Aund he
that hath specially loved me should be specially loved by

me !

Baxter

19%
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Barth contrasted with heaven.

Should T not love a lovely and a loving world much
ter than a world where there is compuratively so little
loveliness or love? Al that is of God is gopd and lovely;
bat it is ot here that bis glory shineth in felicitating
splendor. I am taught to look upward when I pray, and
to say, “ Our Father which art in heaven.”  God's works
are amiable even in hell; and yet thoogh I would know
them, T would 1ot be there. And, alas! how much of
the works of man are mixed here the works of God !
Here is God's wisdom manifest, but hera is man's obstin-
ate flly ; hes God's government, but here is man's
Here is God's Jove and mercies,
alice, wrath, and cruelty ; by which
they are worse to one another than wolves or tigers, de-
populating conntries, and flling the world with bloodshed,
famine, misery, and lamentations; prond tyrants being.
worse than raging plagues, which mude Daid chioose the
pestilence before his enemies’ pursuit. Here ia much of
God's besutegus order and harmony; but here is also
much of man's widuess, deformity, and confusion. Here
is much historieal troth, and some civil and ecclesiastic
Justice; but, alas ! with how much odious falschood and
injustice iz it mixed | Here is moch procious theologieal
but how dark 1= much of it to such blind, und

mnd corrapted minds s every where abound.

s is the world which standeth in competition for my
love, with the spiritual blessed world, Much of God's
mercics and comforts I have here bad ; but their sweet-
ness was their taste of divine love, and their tendency to
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heavenly perfection. What was the end and use of all
the good that ever I saw, or that ever God did for my soul
or bady, but to teach me ta love him, and to long for
more! How wany weaning experiences? How many
thousand bitler or contemning thanghts Lave I had of all
the glory and pleasures of this world ! How many thou-
sand love-tokens from God have called me to believe and
taste his gooduess | Wherever I go, and which way so-

ever 1 look, I see vanity and vexation written upon all
things in this world, so far as they stand in competition
with God, and would be the end and portion of a fleshy
mind: and I see holiness to the Lord written upon every
thing, <o far as it declareth God, and leadeth me to him
us my ultimate end.  God hath not for nothing engaged
in @ war agninst this world, and commanded me to take
and use it as mine encmy : the empliness, dangeronsnes
and bitterness of the warld, and the allsufficiency, trusti-
ness, and goodness of God have been the sum of all the
expericnces of my life. And shall a worldly backward
heart overcome the teachings of nature, Scripture, the
Spirit of grace, and all experience?  Far be it from me!
The svitableness of things below to my fleshy nature,
hath detained my affections too moch on eanth! And
shall not the snitubleness of things above ta my spiritual
nature, much more draw up my love o heaven. There
is the ‘God whom 1 have sought and served; he is ulso
here, but veiled, and but littde knowna @ but there be shin-
eth to heavenly § in lieavenly glory. There is the
Savior in whom T have believed : he hath also dwelt in
flesh on earth; but elothed in such meanness, and hum-
bled to such u life and death, as was to the Jews a stum-
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.m.. than our food is

for our” life, than our friends are

our soluce, and more to us than we are 10 -JllH-LlUs,
[

and we more ldr it as our ultmate end, than for ou e
| O, excellent grace of faith, which doth foresee; and bles:
. ed ward of faith, that doth foreshaw, this world of |
all 1 fenr to enter where there is no wrath, no fear, no
\ strangeness, nor suspicion, nor selfish separation, but love

will make every holy spirit as dear and lovely
{ myself, and me to thew as lovely as themsels
'

to us all more amiable than ourselyes and all : where loy
will have no defi

ecis or distances, no damps or discournge-
ments, no discontinuance or mixed disaffection ; but as

| life will be without death, and light without durkness, (a
fect everlasting day of glory,) so will love be without

i
perfect
nny hatred, unkinduess, or alloy
Baxter

Nuture of heavenly happiness.

Expect not, therefore, Christinn 2o
en with a parudise resembling your gardens; nor with

to meetin heav- |

{ flowers like those that enmmel and adorn your parterres ;
/| nor with fruits like 1o them that hang upon your tre
+ ussure yourselves that God will show you things infin

b moro pleasing and delightfal, and more permuneit.

itel

-

‘an-
cy not to find there a eity built like ours, which shall re-
ally be enriched with silver and gold, peatls and precions
stones; bat hope for somethin,
ent, than all the richest and most stately cities in the
world, where God will cause you 1o se

more noble and magnifi-

not only the

beauty of silver, the purity of gold, the whiteness of
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at which we shall enjoy hezeafier, shall be lik

Il steangth ; or to spenk

that

of the sun, when ¥ shines in its

1 the words of the apostle, Now we know in part, and
we prophusy in part.  But when that which is perfeet i
come, then (hat which is in part shall be done away,  For
now we see through o glass darkly, but then face to fuce

¢ continue in this

1 Cor, xiii. 9, 10, 12, Whilst y
God discavers to s anly the skirts of his wisdom, and
but a Ji
the life to ‘come, be shall reveal to s the dapth of h

jnito,

le portion is heard of bim, Job sxvi. 14, But in

steries, which the mgels desire to
and shall be to our understandings ag a sun,

y ull mists, aud to enligh

an them for ever.




tly -
uage of God. It

fied and  reform

shall be inflamed nd burn with his charity,

Fe shall sigh after nothing

5 ing but & ce his holy will. It sha

it wi nce or. yeltictance, ¢

with aored u fire, to ex

nein the fetters of thig

ufitl fesh, ¢ is wlwayy some filth and ime
1o the

aciolify then

un<beams; they shall be nothing but «

aud flames of divine love, proceeding from the face

of God himself. Tnaword this being of being o in

perfection itsell, this origin of all beauty, this object 5o

rions and lovely, ravish us in such &

inderstand wll be continually em-

bim; oor wille and affections in loss

the faculties of onr sauls

transformed inta

Drelincourt

Punishment.

Ba

me at

hien Revenge shall array

hersell 1o g ull stten

& wheels of th ruin and

hoot far &nd wide among the onemies of the k




shall not tarry, and whose destruction, us th
wing of the whirlwind,, shail vift—hopelass
conclusion of cteroity and the reversion of
round th concave of th !
grief shall nd the finiy heart which r
meroy sh ke its fangs into its proper
the soft and gantle spirit h dissalved in

pleasures, shall dissolye in weeping sorrows md o
ing lamentations; and the gay glory of time shall deg

und s e bound forever in the ch

of obdurat v earth with all her

Hing

morning and evenin

and the ever weleon fricndship, and the

affectior all depart, for the

sad discord of weeping, nnd wailing, and gunshing
teeth, And the t

n; and father and

er nam

mother, and wife and husba tlie communion of

ion, and the in

nd mutun!

which family compaet,

the live-long

la
heaven itself—All, all shall pass away
come th at burneth, and the sol y o

nd the and the throes und tos

harror and ho mese, und the worm that dieth

the fire that is not quenche
Hell

arefore, is not 1o be

pised

o hurdy asto desy a sick led

forting kindred, no physician’s aid no

relief of death, no sus-




" NATURE OF FUTUE PUSISHMENT

carthly torlire or o

in, and @ beholding

¥ | feelings, stinging recollections, present remo

dismul ¢ 15, fourful certuintics, fury, folly, and

manifest to any one coally considering in his

own bo. that if hie were to give a license to the evil

that i within him, to ¢ gestions of malico, and lust,

i ssion, he would ne hatefol to himself and ho
vible 10 all around. 10 the foar of God wete o

) e ta lose inlifo, no death, and uo retr

ring it the fuew, the leng

seaedl are shooking to zeflect upor

thie of thingsin the nether
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ng flames, no ormenting demons

tion of the wicked, in the wieke
died nud nppeared at thetribunal, d
culement, to best or. ¢
Lét every man arisa in |

stoper nature, which be di

die with ; let beauty

pproves in h
them be shipp

of their

the devil over God

t over duly

worlll sl sncouragement were all thrown into

thie good

Hitherto T have supposed things na atler
re hero on earth But
doubly accursed for their s
he fiable to tenfold £3

o, perceis-

ear shoul
ing it, shonld be invaded with re

and sufl

and fro: what

yuld ite with tropic

what, if the sun

ting winds whir misarable native
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urin eve

toh and T
£, A

file

shonld
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articular will =

0 behald the light below? (

ch as these eye 11 be farimed anew with additic

al beauty, and with them

u wilt beh his
! d behold him for thyself; or o
the same thing, behald his faee

pres:
e, are almost ¢

reafiar they

The oars now, it

be entirely stopped, but
els. The tongue, which now faulic
ness, and in a litile time will spesk no more, shall then
id tuned for praise, joining in
llclujabe of the blessed &l The hands, now

shall then Le mada strol

retain, immortal palms of viota:

now scarce suff

low the Lamb to {he renlms of glory, and
. 5

yody, though laid in the grave urned into du

s fismament, and i

at to sapport the body

streets of the

wen arise, and
 splen

hath the Christian to desire mo

} goes ta God, to Christ

just nign nrade perfoct, to share in their f

body indeed is lodged in the geave; buth

tended with 4 quiel repo ‘
vise again, The Lord » tlie
prisons of death will all he s
free all 20und 11
vaised incorruptible, nnmortal rious, "The Cbr




dence in God, or drive theo fr
ul both g 5
where Jesy the forerenner
thyselfwiththe words of holy Jol
e liveth, and that lic sh
the earth iz,
this biae in wy flesh shall
soe for my ) ming eyes shall §
though my reins be med within me, Jo
Aud with the words of St. Paol, Wolouk forthe
ur, from ) hie Lord Jesus Chrigt, who
wll ehange cor vile | { i ¥ fushioned like
unto lia ploricus body, neeording to the wotking when
by lLe is able even 10 sululu things to himself
it 20, 21

g! wrld must be pu
and turned we do not belicve thel
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« shall be reduecd to npthing. Tts qualitiesshall he chang
ed, and, it mag be, its form shall be altered; but its sub

nce and mattar hall continue always the sume.  For,
first; ss God hatl ereated the world for his own glory, he

inot be far ever diappainted of it of Bis crea
tien ; and beewuse th s alarified him as it
ot he will putit inte d condit 2 glorify him,
answersble to the purpose for which he drew it
vothing. Secondly, Since this world was created (¢

n, 2s o sebold the eternal power of

been spot-

ted and sul

it bri epresent its Creator better,

nd show forth n more perfect image of his divine Majesty.

Thirdly, Since d doth nothing in vain, there is no like-

lihood that he should destroy the world totally, and reduce

mitive mutter to nothing, from whence it w

s drawn
able of (1 old mat

e pri

to vre

1e new matt

make

und 1 5% if the matter had by wly crented. Fourth-
ly, Sin hath spoiled an r » of the crea-
tion: but it hath not touched either the first o its
being ; =o that God can take nway this defilement, and r

witl

move this deforn it touching the matter, whic

itself is innocent. In the linle world, and the com-
i, 1 fin

of that which God will do w

wdivm of th v benntiful and perfect im

whale warld. God

inteuds not (o destroy th souls, but only 0
purge them from al nd beautify them

GI0us

with righteousness and tri <5, ko that they shall be

he angels in heaven he intends not to de

!

etroy the substance of our , but he will free them







thize. Tl
wolde: that real
there is no essenti ter and
u—that 1l '
plitade ane sin
entered inta it t, from laok-

wst touch af

wraters, tnd
in dominion
over them, and he saw everytlung that he wade, aud

old it was ull very good. They forget that on the

th of muterialism, when it stood out i freahnes

rlories which the great Architect of Nature hnd

of those

impressed upon it, that then * the morning

gather, and all the sons of God shouted for

forget the appeals that are made cverywhere i

10 this 1 warkmanship—and how, fror face of
these visible heavens, and the g ture of this earth that

eud upon, the jodness of God are
reflncted on the view ppers,  No, my breth-
ren, the object of the on we sit ender, is to
estirpate sin, butit is not (o swoep away materinlism. By
the convulsions of the lst day, it be shaken, und

brolken down from its presant and throws

into sueh fitful o

s, a8 thi e of its exisling

s, and with a he

ame-work shall fall to pie 40 ferver

olid clements, may it be utterly di

ielt its ng




And thus way the carth again

wrticle of its substons

nd void, but w

foing into annihilation. Ot of (he ruins of this 2606
chags, may another heaven and anothe

and a pew materialism, with olher

and Lesuty

1nighty transform:
fore, with the vari

the resutrestion proves, that; with mun a

T a disembodied spirit, i4 n staze of w
urrection of his body is un s

neo—and th

step to thia highest
And it is indeed

which muny ars fios

m

Wt

the future

immaterinl soal of man

universe altogether
as reached the ultima L ness which are

designed for it, it must Tetum an very grive

y which it
for the fesh,

whiere lie the monld

ware—

and the sinews, zod ¥

tion has perhaps for centurie
carth that annd them-—and there, he e
+ be reassembled dnto & strpctare fhu bears upon it the

aspect of o man

e gener

n and the lineamonts, snd tf

the sou] prsses into this matarial §
v exer—and that, nok

fler to bo its lodgingpluse

hefiti tation—

eusant and

yed for the services of!

& bower:
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ond paradise—

stand embodied in the presence of our
God

But the highest | tha
God, 1 tin the flesh, has
it.  That He, the Divinit hould hav

,mable essence in one of its coverings, and expatiated

2 know of ty materialism

i that whi

endered to

vrapt his

amongst us in the palpable form and structare of & man;

and that k

should have cho:
hould

rement, not

e it with him to

I pics, and whore he is nc
emploved in prepuring the mansic
hould hava ¢

of his followers—that

rod within the vail, and be now seated
tha right hand of the Father

with very body which

wherewith

was warked by the nails upon bis cross, and
and drank after bis resurtection—that he who re-
nation of bis

lled the i

isciples, usif theyhad seen

ling them handle him and see, and sub

wcl-
ing to their familiar touch, the Aesh and the
compassed him; tha hiould now be throned in univer-
poy
every knee to bow ut s name, and every
tongue 1o confess, and yet all 1o the gl of God the
Father—that humanity, that substantial und embodied huo-
manity, should

ones that en-

and wielding the whol er of heuven

1us be exalted, and a voice ¢ oration

from every creaturs, be lifted up to the Lamb for ever and

ever—does this look like the abolition of matezin

ism,

after the pr

system of il s destroyed ; or does it not
rather prove, that truy , it will

d in_imwor-

luated into another sy

be preferted 1o oe

al honors, and
| ages !
The imagination of a total and disme

tality throughon

rie opposition
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W OTHE RIGHT

have ther tion of him in

workmanship—and thiat instea "

wie from

ness and of
to be beyond all comprebension,

some abode ¢

human experience, as
we shall walk forever in a land replenished with the
ible glori

which, we

gensible delights nnd those sc

ly se over the “ new

doubt not, will Tie m

heavens und the new earth, wherein dwelleth

srofia

ness.

Bat though a paradise of sense, it will not b
dise of sensudlity. Though not so unlike
it, there will Le one point of
It s ot the entire sub-
aish the fo-

world 4wy apprehe
total
stitut

liseimilarity be

disti

v of spirit for matter, il v
But it will be the entire

this which sig-

ture economy from the press

substitution of righteousness for sin, It

n paradise—no

[

zes the Christian from the Mahom
thal sense, d o

, sud splendid imigery, and (v

-
sible crestion secn with bodily eyes, are ex-

glaries of

nd from it,—but 1

all which is sile in princip

voluptuous in impurity, will be utterly excluded from it

Thers will be g firm eurth, as we | it, and o

bed over it, as we have at present; and it

heaven sire

nee of these, but by the absence of &

not by the

st the ubodes of immortality will be churacter;
here will both be heavens and ©
udministration—and with th

e, that it will be a heavens

it would appear,

the next specinlity

to mark it from the }
h rightecusiess.
¢

and un carth, * wherein
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wh of Death to the (Yeristian,

( . I I " hinve
now be made practical. T we luve
mired alize. Al that we hinve hoon atndy-
10 0o T to firnish naterials for this grand exi-
All the ngth hav been collecting 0
I We must now draw ta
tall 1 red arguments, all the sevoral motives,
i L aal T f
L L ¥
formed for oursolves; we 0 ex
periens u from discourses un submission 10
from s on suffering to sustaining
We must beroically call up the determnations of our

have. said of
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ment’s ase, that it will be f no ieapy
tion of them aggravate his present pains, He foels 7
he only wished to live that b might honceforth dedics
them 1o the purposes for whish they ware give

Bravry | What is Is lie cries 1 |
own sunken eyes, hollow checks, and aan

He acknowledges with the Psalmist, that 11 uming
of beauty is ** the rebuke with which the. Almighty cor-
rects man for sic

G What is it? Without religion, ger i

a lamp on this gate of a palace, It ve 1o cas|
leam of light on those without, while the inliabitant sits
in durkness

Penssune ! That hias ce behind it. i
died in the birth, and i worthy to come

to the bill of Mortality."
Faxn! OF this his ve

e

A o i

ated 24 o run n md o) Bk
adow, to embrace a cl g L

friends as they surrounded ng bed, if e had acted

his part well, on their anmpering in the af fivoy e

plaudite. Bat the ucelama of th

would rather than sooth the dy

sanctioned by the

now I

eclipsed b
d H

there will be

mbition Je

oither

e power of
I

vy, death, nor for

ishing offjects increases with on

approach 1o them
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praphets and spostles, will be unknown ? Andif ¢
ur Dwn, 10 it wot be inferred b hers will he 1

6. During Savior's hode npon earth, he afforded
1o the threo favored disciples a glimpes heavenly

sry < lie himself wis transfigured, and Moses and Eli:

tisl brilliancy

8. We find the ap Paul very froquently consoling
himeell onder the sulferings and persccotions which he
had ta endura, | ot of mnating in ) hose
whio had | niinistry o it
uidress (o h salonians is especially in
joy, or crawn of rejoicing ?
« of vur Lord Jesus Ui
o low thise Christisns

These are some of

posa thit in heaven the s
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if indeed the imagination is ¢ to the effort, what must

be the joy attendant on the final meeting of = pious fam-

ily in heave uisite delights which

of th

on earth, is the enjoyment which

we over

springs from the interview with  friend from whom

we have tiren saparated ; and this delig 1 propartion
to the length of time, sreatnese o e, and mog-

e intervencd between the sep-

Jang

jage can describe

tion and the meeting, Wi

the thrill of transport, the slmost agony of eapture, which

the wife experiences in that moment when she recaives a

back again to her anms, who bus been away
from home for months, who s been &  her

by half the cireumference of the glol

be torn from her forever, by the dang
of batle | Or who
bliss which is exhibi
bee
and the horrors af captivity, to the bosom of his family

n abweat for

and exchianges extatic greetings with his parents, and his
istors, and his brothers, till all
! What then must
ot ha

iy to dissalve

with exces

ing been separated

ting when & motl:

by worlds and ag
her children to the skit
the

from this degenerute earih, and

sther hails his of ng from the world of death to
vegion of life and immortality! Here im
confesses its weakness. It is @ soene we have never wit-
ever convensed with one

ination

nessed ourselves; mor hav
who Has. My heart, while 1
and the very snticipation, my dea

rite, scenis to haat qui

at the thoug
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mind
things
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Y thi 1 felicity
e pu L r journey, niy dear
il aw; Mol evesiut ,
% Of, erow their
t « 1 T before
v de of celes t
« r t ntursl man
1 s they pi lis-
1 for, and inquira whit be=
¢ | tipon the human
! oution i tully diverted f
nad, b vanosc
1 only ot
‘ t
tho x ione of insanity, has
i Wit moral insanity eould
ohject 1 16 neglect the pursuis,
1! whom T Jove with i
be equnlleld only by that solicitude ot
» which it Ha nd which neydr
my admanition, and makdettnal
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en, which, though b

led, i rev

partially n
ch pure brightucss on the pag

eternal truth, “on

the description Holy Glhost em-

80 10 5pe

exhausts the whole force and

splendor of inspi-

at i, that state of inconce infin

and bliss, and is there

1 earth, aught
of pleasure or of gain, for whick you will deliberately re-

sign that crown of unfading glory 1

v it be granted ‘me to sce you ¢hoosing the way of
wisdom and piety, ond remembering your Creator in the

days of your youth: giving to all your virtues that stabil-

ity and beauty which can be derived only fro on
rat receiving by faith, and then adoraing by he liness, the

dootrine of God your Savior.—Then will my

bition, a8 a pareut, be gratified, my most painfil

relioved. 1 sh

teh youy prog amidst the vic

rquil mind, o

tudes of life, with a calm

that

rot

will be you the dangers of

ir comforter amidst the ills of adversity

pul
forward on the

your d wee

upon your

mrival ot your Father's house; or if

the order of nature, to go down first
of the shadow of death, 1 shall,find

ration o

into the

the agonie

, und the gloom of the

g ch ed by t

se bright visions of glory

which

ect themselves with the prospeet of the mecting

A heavenly world,

of @ pious family in

James
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