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KINDNESS T0 ANINALS,
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CHAPTER I.

ABOUT THE BEGINNING.

Maxy books have been written about ani-
mals, and very good books too, giving a great
deal of information. Most of them are called
works of Natural History ; and they usually give
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8 KINDSESS TO ANIMALS:

some deseription of the birds and beasts, fishes
and insects, that are known to man. T am nat
going to write such a book as that; but to say
a little about different kinds of creatures that
we are all in the habitof seeing, and to tell
you a few things of some which have belonged
to me, or have come under my own ohserva-
tion 3 so that, at least, I can promise to write
nothing but what I know to be true. 1 have
not leamned their characters and habits from
books, but by watching them ever since I
was a very young child ; and many a happy
hour I have spent in that delightful employ-
ment,

One of the first things that it came into
my little head to ask was, «How were the
animals made ; and why were any of them
made wild and cruel, while some are tame
and quiet?” I was told that the Bible gave
an answer to that question; and so it does.
If we look in the first chapter of Genesis,
where there is an account of the creation of
the world, we find that on the fifth day God
created the fishes to move in the water, and
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_the fowls to flyin the air; and on the sixth
day, «God made the beast of the carth after
his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his
kind: and God saw that it was good.” From
this we learn, that there was no vielence or
cruelty in any of them, as they first came from
the hand of the holy and merciful God. And
I would have you take particular notice of
what directly follows: «And God said, Let
us make man in our image, after our likeness ;
and let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the
earth.” Now, the great God is invisible—a
Spirit—and not a body, as I think you all
know; and when it is said that God made
man in his own image, it must mean that man
was made to be holy, and just, and good, and
merciful; and he was made to be a careful
and loving ruler over the poor dumb ereatures,
as the Lord God is a careful and loving ruler
over all that he has created.
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Then, in the next chapter; we have a beau-
tiful picture before us: I db not mean a print,

or drawing, but seription in words, that,
if we think a little, will maske us fancy we
see a lovely sight, such as we cannot now
see anywhere. 'We are told that out of ‘the
ground the Lord God formed every beast of
the field, and every fowl of the air; and then
that He ¢« brought them unto Adam fo see
what he would call them: and whatsoever
Adam called every living creature, that was
the

Was it not a wonderful and ‘a besutifil
sight> There, in a very delicious garden, full

ame thereof.”

of all manner of rich fruit and bright flowers,
with soft warm air, and calm sunshine; was
the first and only man in all the world! He
was righteous and good, without any malice,
or cruelty, or covetousness, or pride ‘in his
hearty looking with delight upon the creatures
that came about him as their rightful ruler, to
receive their names.

Can you not fancy how he must have ad-

mired the noble and beautiful ereatures as
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ﬁcy meekly and lovingly came to him? The
mighty lion, shaking the curls of his mane,
and fixing: his eyes (not then fierce and fiery,

. but bright and joyous) on the man, who, by

God's gift, was mightier than he ; the great
elephant, putting out his trunk to caress his
new masler, and passing on o rest under the
shadow of some stately tree; the horse, with
his arching neck and prancing movements;
the fondl dog; the gentle sheep; the peacock,
with'its plumes of blue, and green, and gold ;
the majestic snow-white swan ; the little lin-
net ; the robin-redbreast; and that jnos:
beautiful, tiny ereature, the humming-bird ;
the gay butterfly; the bee. It is impossible
i go over the names of even what we know
by sight, of the good creatures of God, who
on that sixth day of the ereation came about
our first father, to receive just what name he
was pleased to give them. But T often thinlk
about it, because it keeps me in mind that the
Lord God never overlooks any thing which
he lias seen good 10 make?

But what changed the animals so sadly as
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they must have been changed, to become
what some of them are now? That we leam
in the next chapter. Eve listencd to the
wicked temptation of Satan, and disobeyed
the good and gracious' Lord God, and per-
suaded Adam to do the same. So every
thing was altered : they were driven out of
that fair garden into the wide world, the
ground of which was cursed for man’s sake ;
and this curse, which fell upon the earth,
made it bring forth thorns and thistles, and then
it was very difficult for man to make it fruitful,
till he had cut and bruised it with iron spades
and ploughshares, and bestowed a great deal
of labour upon it. This sad curse was on the
animals t00; not by their fault, poor things!
but by man’s dreadful sin. For, you see,
it was God who made them subject to man;
and when man became a rebel and traitor to
God, the creatures turned against him, and
against each other. Oh, it is sad to think
of all the misery and ¢rime brought into the
world by the ungrateful disobedience of man
to his heavenly King and Father!
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.+ Hawever, it did happen once agnin that a
thing as wanderful thou not so beautiful
was seen: indeed, we may say more wonder-
ful,l considering how the nature of the erea-
tores had been changed for the worse.  When
all the world had become so wicked that God
resolved to destroy every human being from
off the face of the earth, except Noah and his
family, He directed that pious man {o make
an ark, as you all know—an immense ship, or
floating house—in which he was to be pre-
seryed on the surface of the waters for many
days.. When this great ark was ready, God
caused a pair.of ench from among all the ani-
mals and birds to ¢ome to Noah, and to enter
into the ark. Of some kinds there were seven,
and of none less than two. This was a very
great miracle ; and it shows us, ton, how [\l‘l:-
feetly the Lol knows and numbers all the
works,of his hands, and how tenderly he cares
for them all. This is one of the thi zs that
We are apt to forget when we hayve a beast, or
a bird, or a fish, or an insect, in our power.
We are (oo ready to say to ourselves, s This
2
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is mine, and T may do what I like to it.”
Not so; it is a creature of God’s, not of

ours; and if we do to if any thing that he

does not a ofy he will surely reckon

with usfor 1. When I eall this to' mind, I
am elarmed—though I do not think I have

ofien been ecruel to amimals; or any s
thing—and I am ready to pray, «Lord, if I

have hurt any:of thy crea

fures, pardon my
sake, T bescech

past sing for Jesus Christ’s
eey and give me grace to be me 1 far

the future.”
Now, having teld you how I got instructed

s hislory

when I was little, I shall give you th

of some animals and birds that 1

ve: had,
ind how I treated thein, and whet smuses
ment they 'gave me. I am' sure if you knew

how very amusing they all: are, when' leRt o

their own harmless ways, mid gently, re-

strained from ways that not  harmless,
you would think it a great loss to have them
so altered as they are by bad management.
If I had been a great traveller; | could tell

you more wonderful stories; but having only
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been in' England, and Ireland, and part of
Noith America, my store of anecdotes is not
so great. However, I will try my best to give
you some notion of what I do know ; and as I
shall often have ocecasion to name Juck, I will
begin by telling you who he was.

Jack ‘was a little Irish boy, who became
deaf” while he was still a baby ; and because,
asyou know, babies learn to talle by hearing
those around them, Jack; not hearing any-
body talk, could not leam, and so he grew up
dumb. 1t is a sad thing to be deaf and
dumb. A person who' is so, cannot possibly
learn: any thing about God and oar Lord
Jesus' Christ, until he has been taught to
read; and it is so very difficult to teach them,
that if some benevolent people, who have
money, did not subseribe to keep up chari-
table schools on purpose for the deafl and
dumb) poor, I do not suppose that one in a
thasand. of them would ever leam so much
asthat they have a soul to be saved or lost:
and you may judge what a miserable life they
must lead, in total ignorance, nobody speaking
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to them, and they not able to speale to any-
body.. Jack w
saw him, at ¢
boy, and I took him, and taught him, and be
lived with me above: seven yewrs, till he died

in this state when T first
en years old ; he was a poor

of a consumption.  He: died very happy in-
deed, full of love to God for his great mercy
in sending his Spn into the world to save
sinners: and depending on. the Lord Jesns
for salvation. He was always. with me,

speaking by means of his fingers, but in an
odd, that is, an imperfect sort of language,
that would make you smile. So when I
mention Jack, you will know who I mean:
and we will now have some talk about the
domestic animals.

When I say domestie, T mean such aswe
are used to see in our houses, stréets, and
fields, Lions, tigers, elephunts, and such as
are shut up in earavans, or only taken ahout
for & show, do not belong to these; though
I am not sure that I shall not have a word
or two to say gbout bears and monkeys. T
want to amuse you, my young friends, and
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o make you think a little too; for all the
good things given us of God become more
yaluable to us when we think about them in a
right way. Jack knew this: he used to rub
‘his forehead with his fingers” ends, shake his
heid wisely, and spell, « Very good think.”
I hope you will judge the same; and when
you have come to the end of my little book,
be able to say you have had a <« very good
think” too.
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CHAPTER II.
THE HORSE.

Tae great mistake that peaple: seem to me
to make about animals is this: they fancy
that they must be frightened .into obedience,
and kept from disobeying their masters by
being made afraid of punishment. - I dare say
that animals, like human beings, ofien need
correction; but two thin;

ate mecessary to
make such correction useful. One is, not to

punish them too severely, which only hardens

them in rebellion; the other is, neyer to hurt
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them. at all except for a real fault—something
‘that they know to be a fault, and know that
they will be punished for doing. Otherwise,
the poor beast, not knowing when or why it
may be beaten, gets confused and foolish, and
does wrong, as'‘any boy might do, from being
in a great fright. The trath is, that the
animals are very sensible, and very willing to
do thieir best.  They are fond of being praised
and rewarded ; they become very much at-
tached to those who treat them kindly ; and
when they are so attached, they are very
happy, and show off all the fine qualities that
make them both valuable and entertaining. T
am going to tell you some stories about my
own favourites ; and, to prevent your thinking
that they were different from others of the
o same kind, T shall begin by letling you into
.ﬂm seeret of making them so knowing.

+ First, I tried to find out their habits; and
Ewill tell you what they are. Al very young
animals like o sleep a good deal, and to be
let alone. It both frightens and hurts them
1o be pulled about, and makes them fretful
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and ill-tempered ; spoils their growth, and
prevents their loving you. A puppy or a
kitten is very fond of play, and will jump and
bounce about with you for a long while ; but
the moment they begin fo get tired, they
should be left alone, to rest as much as they
like. You may suppose, that if, when you
are comfortably going to sleep at night, a
rough-handed man were to gome and shake
you, and bawl out in your ears, and wake
you - continually, you would soon hecome
fretful and ill too, and feverish, and be very
glad to get out of the way of
So my rule is, when creatures are young, to
let them have as jnuch sleep as they will. Tt
may sometimes prevent their being playthings
when you want them § but it will be made up
in their health, and good-temper, and grati-
tude to yon.

Next, all creatures like liberty : a horse or
a dog is never so happy as when bounding
across the fields in perfect freedom. Why

n a tormentor.

does chaining or tying up a dog make him
savage? Because he then looks on mankind
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as his enemies, and fancies that everybody he
meets is going to take away his liberty, My
dogs have known as little about chains as
possible ; two of them had been used to he
tied up’ before I had them, and T never could
break them of being savage. As to beating
it out of them, it would be like putting on
coals to keep a fire from burning. That,
know, makes the fire Inok dull for a little
while; but the moment yon stir it, up it
blazes; much higher and brighier than if no
coals had been put on. I knew a horse that
wis not naturally geod-tempered, and bad
usage had made him muech worse: he was
theén bought' by'a gentleman, who gave him
enough of the whip, and spur, and sharp iron
bit to' cure him, if that could have done it;
bt it only made him cunning and revenseful.
Poor beast! a little patient kindness Would
have gone much farther. T will tell you an
instance of this.

Qﬂce I had a mare, and such a beautiful
creafure she was!  She had lived on a sort of
farm, where they bad not put her to work,
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and where the children had been used to play
with her. She was hardly full geown T
lived then in a house with very low windows,
and the pretty mare was grazing ou the out-
side. One warm day, the windows were all

open, and T was sitting at work, when she
popped her beautiful head and neck in at the
one neavest to me. I gave her a bit of bread
that was lying by me, and told her fo go
away ; but she would not. Tsuid to myself;
«Why should T drive her away? God made
the animals to be loving and confiding towards
man ; and if this lonely creature wants me to
be @ friend to her; why should I net?  The
Bible says,
life of his beast;? and what is life to a poor
animal that has no hereafter to'losk to, if’ its
life be without comforts?” So I put down
my work, and went and rubbed her forchead,

sA righteous man regardeth the

stroked her long white face, patted her shining
neck, and talked to her, After this when 1
was alone at my moming work, she was sure
to put her head inat one of the windows, to

ask, in her dumb way, to be petted ; and many
63 I 3 )
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an apple; many a handful of oats, did she get

*. by coming there.. She would soon listen for
my footstep abgut the house, and I seldom
eoultl look out from any window without see-
ang her under it, or before it.. She would also
follow me like a dog when I walked in the
grounds where she grazed.

One day, a gentleman’s groom undertook
to ride her; but be began by whipping and
by jerking the bridle, which is a very cruel
thing. My mare did not like this; and as he

+ went on doing it, she lost her patience ; and
after a long trial as to who should be master,
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she threw him over her head, and. trotted
home to her stable. Ie was not hurt, but
very much mortified, being a soldier; and a
great horseman; and he told his master that
she was the most yicious beast in the world,
afe for anybody to ride. Idid not like
my pretty mare to get such a bad name:
I told my own groom to put on the side
siddle, and 1 asked the gentleman to mount

not &

his fine English horse, and to ride ont, and
see if' she were not easily managed. . We had
a long nde aver mountains, and through little
streams, and crossing deep - forrents by the
unsteady bridges made of trunks of trees,
and he spid he never saw an animal so full of
spirit and good-temper as my mare. I never
touched her with the whip, but spoke gently
to hér; and I can truly say, that for (he year
and a half’ of my riding her every day, she
never brought me into danger, nor ever dis-
obeyed me.  You may say, «But this was a
particular sort of horse, not like others.”” I
have only to answer you, that the bad, vicious

horse T spoke of before, was hred in the same
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place, lived in the same stable, and the only
difference  between them was the different
usage that they had received.

The horse is one of the most sensible and
most affectionate of ereatures.  You see, every
day, how they will obey the man who drives
them, going on, stopping, moving to the right
or 1eR, and turning any corner, all without the
driver going near them. Tley have learned
the meaning of his words, or they could not
do this; and is it not dreadful that a creature
able to understand, and most willing to obey
the voice, should be beaten and tortured as
borses are?  Why does a horse go as fast
as he can when he is cruelly whipped, and
his poor mouth wounded by the hard bit>
Beeause he is trying to get away from the man
ot boy who treafs him so. Ah, when God
brought his beautiful creatures to the first
man, to be named, and gave them into his
care, there was no appearance of man ever
becoming so cruel, or the animals so miserable
as theymowiare! Yet the Lord Joves mercy
and judgment, and hates tyranny and wrong,

3
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as much now as he did then @ and we may be
quite certain of this, that every eruelty com-
mitted i3 an offénce in his sight, and Wwill be
terribly punished, if’ it be not wepented of,
and left off; for when a person says he re-
pents, and goes on dding the same' thing as
before, he is deceiving himself and provoking
God.

The horse must bear a great deal of dread-
ing to be made fit for the

ful, pain and suffe
use man puts him to, in drawing carriages,
and other things. It is not natural to him
to haye even u bridle and saddle on' him
much less to be loaded with' harness, to wear
yes, and to drz
1 run, keeping

a - areat

blinders on his

heavy weight as fagt as he

always aftentive to the least touch of the reins,
dnd tu ly; to prevent runming
his cartis: t others. His fine spirit

must be br ; his liberty quite taken away,

and many @ bifter smart must the poor, dumb,
harmless, helpless creature' suffer.  But surely
this ought fo be enough ; and you would not

be the emel wretch to add fo his pains?
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Sometimes people must go fast; but one who
would distress and torment a horse to make
lim go fast, just becavse it pleases the driver
to be moving quickly, is doing a very wrong
thing ; and sa is the person who could neglect to
give food and drink to a horse when he wants
it. T wonder when I see the poor doing this.
They know what it is ta be overworked, and to
want as much as they eould eat; they are
often cold, and cannot get fuel enough: and
if they were tied up, and not able to run
about, or o help themselves, having no ser-
vants fo wait on them, how very badly off
they would think' themselves! Yet a poor
horse is much worse off; he can neither Jo
any thing for himself, nor express his wants to
others: he does his best, serves us faithfully,
«obeys all that he understands; and then to be
fll-used, neglected, starved ! [t is a thing that
Teamnot bear fo think of; and 1 hope my
readers will always set their faces against such
wickedness. Remember that promise which
the Lord has given, « Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they shall ohtain mercy.”
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I dare say you have heard of the Arabs—a
wild people, the descendants of Ishmael, the
son of Abraham, who possess a great deal of
country in the east; and are powerful, and
much feared, because nobody has been able to
conquer them. Their greatest strength con-
sists in having the boldest, fleetest, most docile
horses in the whole world. Arabian horses
may be known in a moment by their uncom-
mon beauty, their delicate arched necks,
waving manes, and long tails; but though a
great price is given for them, and they are
lodged, and fed, and tended with all the care
possible, they cannot be so happy in a kinlgs
palace, as in the tent or hut of their poor
masters at home. The Arab treats his horse
like a child ; gives it to eat of his own victuals,
to drink of his own howl of milk, and lets it
sleep in the midst of his family. Of course,
the animal becomes so fond of him, that it
serves him for love, carries him through all
dangers, and has often been known to defend
him with its life. We cannot bring up our
horses in this way, nor treat them as the wild
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. Amb does; but knowing what sense, and
M.ing, and gratitude, and love; this. noble
greature can and does show, we aught to be
always wnttfhing to avoid giving it unneces-
sary pain, and to persuade others to bé equally
kind.

I cannot tell you how it used to grieve my
dumb Doy, Jack, when he saw 2 horse ill-
used ; or how very kind he was to one that
he had the care of. He would sooner have
wanted food and driuk himself, than have
allowed his master’s horse to feel hunger or
thirst.  He was very tender when rubbing it
down, if there was any sore place ; and if the
animul got cross or impatient, he would say
to me in signs, «Poor horse not know: horse
tired: soon go sleep, poor horse!”  That was
a very strong, spirited animal, and needed a
steady hand to rein him in; but I often saw
the dumb hoy jump on his back, and with
only the halter over his head, guide him where
he chose: Emever saw him give that horse a
blow or a kick, in all the two years that he
tended him. Jack was fourteen when he

ge
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began, and sixteen when he left off being his
groom, He was strong and healthy then ; but
at nineteen he died; and he told me that it
made him very happy to think that he had
never been cruel to any of God's poor crea-
tures. But I must not say any more now
about the noble horse, There is another
animaly the natural companion of man, the
dog, whicl comes next in value; for though
it cannot take us on a long journey, or convey
our goods from place to place, it stands sentry
over us and our property, being not only a
good servant, but a most intelligent, fond, and
faithful friend. It does not need to be broke
in, like the horse; it learns the ways and the
wishes of those around it ; and the more liberty
you give it, the more eager it is to serve and
please you. 'The dog deserves a chapter to
himself; and shall have it.
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CHAPTER II.

THE DOG.

Taere is a great deal of sorrow in the
world : perhaps, through the goodness of God,
you have been kept from suffering much your-
selves, but you must have seen trouble among
your friends and neighbours; sickness and
death, perhaps. And it often happens that great
distress comes on people, s0.as to keep them
hungry and cold, for want.6f, what would buy
enough food and fuel. Besides this, how
often the bad conduct of one in a family will
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make the rest uphappy! A single drunkard,
or thief, or violent person, will bring shame
and misery on all the rest. The world is full
of troubles; but T do not think that we ofien
find, even ameng those of our own nature,
men, women, boys, and girls, not related to
us, a person with so litile selfishness as to be
always sorry and sad when we are so, and
because we are so. When we meet with any
one so kind-hearted, we love that person, and
would do a great deal to serve or ablige such
a feeling friend.

Now, I alwiys observed that a dog, when
kindly treatéed and taken care of, will show
his concern for the troubles of his master or
mistress, in a wonderful way. Indeed, 1
never,in my life, bad a dog that would net
do sn; and seeing this has convinced me that
it is worse than croel to treat a dog fll—it is
most ungrateful. Tt does sometimes happen
that a dog has a bgd and violent temper, even
from a puppy; anfl if very careful treatment
does not soon cure this, I should say that such
a dog ouglhit to be destroyed, by a quick and
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easy death; not making the poor brute suffer
for what it cannot help. But in ninety-
cases out of a hundred, a dog’s savagene
the fault of those who have brought him up:
and few things are more wicked than to teach
or encourage a dog to fight his own race, or
to hark and fly at human beings. When the
world was as God made it, there was no
hatred in it, no quarrelling, no wish in any
living creature fo frighten or hurt any other
living creatures; but when Adam became a
sinner, his sin broke through all this beautiful
order, and peace, and love, and set the ani-
mals against each other, and against himself.
¥ am frying always to remember this; for
when they alarm or distress me, and I am
thinking to punish them, T ought not to forget
what first made the brutes vicious, and brought
so much suffering on them. Tt was man’s
sin alone: man should therefore do the best
he can to make them amends; and not in-
créase their misery, as he often does, by cruel
severity. Iithink you will agree with me in
this. Hesides, it is a certain truth, that God’s

S8 1S




34 KINDNESS TO ANIMALS.

eye is upon us and on fthe animals about us,
as much as it was on Adam and the living
creatures that eame 10 bim o be pamed ; and
tHongh we and they are much changed for
the warse, yet ‘the Lord God néver does or
can. change. -« He is as righteous, as holy,
as merciful, and as just to-day, as he was
then. How often has Jack, when he saw »
thoughtless boy hurting a dog, or any other
animal, gone up to him, and said, on his
fingers, in & very quiet, gentle, but earnest
manner, ¢ God see—God angry.” He felt
much for the dumb beast, suffering pain ; hut
more for the boy who was forgetting that the
Lord’s hand would yet punish him, when he
least expected it: for Jack very well knew
that the Bible says, «He shall have Judg-
ment without merey that hath showed  n(
mercy.”

Dogs have been a great amusement to me
ever sinf I was a baby; and I never have
been without one in the house when I could
keep cne. Ladies and gentlemen, are not
often willingto let their carpets be soiled by
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Q“gs; but the poor people, who are not
_Ip]ﬁubled with carpets, make companions of
« them. I am writing this book in a room with
* @ carpet and good furniture, but I have my
two dogs with me.  There is litile Fiddy, the
small spaniel, at my feet, where he has lain
every day for eight years; and there is Bronti,
_the fine big Newfoundlinder; lying, where do
you think? ~ Why the rogue has got upon the
sofa, and when 1 shake my head ot him, he
wags his long tail, and turns up his Jarge
hright eyes to my face, as much as to say,
«Pray let me stop bere § it is so comfortable.”
But no, Bronti, you must walle down, my fine
fellow, or some lady coming to sce me may
have her gown soiled, which would not be
fir. - We have noright to make our pets.a
plague to ofher prople, wnd, perbaps, a means
af injuring them too,

“That wis enough for Bronti ; no need of a
16ud, eross, or threatening voice. He saw
thit I'wishied him to leave the sofa, and he
wags Nis tail as contentedly on the carpet. T
can manage him with a word, ahnost with a
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look, because he was born in the house, and
has never been away from me; but' master
Fiddy was a year or two old when I had him,
and some things he will do in spite of me.
He will hunt a cat, kill a bird, and grow
mast fitriously over a bone.  Bronti, has the
same nature, but his love for us avercomes it
all,  He would live peaceably with a cat, if
we had one; he will let the chickens and
pigeons perch upon him, or walk between his
feet; and Jast year I had half a dozen tame
mice, which T used to let out upon him, wlen
they would nestle in his warm coat, run races
over and under him, and he would not move
a limb, for fear of burting one.  As to 4 bone,
he will allow me to take it out of his mouth
at any time; and, what is more, he will
veadily give it up to Fiddy, whose little feeth
ean only nibble off the meat; and when he
has done that, Bronti takes if, and munches
the bone.

His mother was full grown when I lad her,
and she was very fierce: if any workman

o

ie o the house, unless her muster or T was
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& Dby to restrain her, she would *put him in fear
of his life ; and would have bitten him too, if
she could have seized him. We gave her
away to a friend who would be kind to her,
and keep her out of mischief; and we brought
up a puppy for ourselves, this same Bronti.
Now he is more than three years old; and
though he will sometimes fight a big dog who
affronts him in the street, he never frightened
anybody who came to the house. He wutches,
and gives one single, deep, quiet bark, to let
us know that there is a stranger; and seeing
that we are satisfied, he sits with one ear
thrown back; listening and watching. If he
meets a workman in the house, he does not
‘even growl ; only keeps him in sight, follow-
/ing him about, but with such a sweet-tempered
loak, that the greatest coward, if honest, could
not contrive to be afraid of him. T might
leave a joint of meat under his care, if he
were ever so hungry ; he would not touch it,

 because he is Wuly honest: and as to his

sense, you would hardly believe if I told you

how sensible ke is. When I am putting on
4
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my boots, he comes up to me, and looks very
engerly in my facej if I say «Yes,” or,
< Broriti shall go,” he is just wild with joy,
tearing about, barking, and making no small
riot. If I say <«No,” or shake my head Sor-
rowfully and say nothing, he steals away, lies
down, and never attempts to follow me: but
he gets on a chair, and Fiddy on a table, to
see me o out at the gate ; and then they both
begin to cry and ‘moan most piteously, so that
nobody can comfort them,

On Sunday morning, Bronti looks very
melancholy ; how he knows the day I cannot
tell.  Of course, we all go to charch, but he
begins to be sad as soon as we get up., Neither
he, nor Fiddy would attempt to follow us then,
if the doors and gate were all set open: they
seat themselves at the window to see us go.
And now I recollect one time when Bronti
was as%savage as his mother.  You shall hear
about it. 4

One Sunday, when we wae all at church,
a friend, just landed from a voyage, came to
the house. He opened the garden gate, and
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» was walking fowards the door, when up
* Jjumped Bronti on a chair at the window,
barking, growling, and behaving so violently,
that he really dared not try to get info a
‘house where such a wild beast stood ready to
. seizé him. So he went off to the church,
“found us, and afier service returned with us;
and Bronti, seeing him as a friend of the
family, gave him an affectionate welcome.
‘Then he told us of his ferocious: behaviour ;
and we were very glad to find that our gentle
dog knew how to protect our house and pro-

* perty when it was left entirely to his care.

A book larger than this might be filled, all
through, with stories about the dog, besides
‘what are already published ; but any one of
Iu may see enough fo delight you every day

the, affectionate creature, if you will only be

patient and kind. It is too ofien the Wistom
to punish a dog when he does not do Jjust what
you like; and you may like things quite dif-
ferenit at different times. Now, the poor brute
cannot tell exactly what you wish; and if he
isused to get a blow, or an angry seolding,
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he will be so aftaid of doing wrong, that what
little sense he has left will fail him, and he
will be so confised as to make him do wrong.
An animal, or a boy either, living in constant
fear of ill-usage whether he deserves it or not,
will get either so stupid or so careless, as sel-
dom to do what is required. Think a little,
and you will understand this. An angry tone
and hard words agitate a dog very much.
Mr. Blaine, who wrote a book about their dis-
eases and cures, says that he has often known
a dog, weakened by illness, to go into éon-
vulsions on hearing another dog violently
scolded. Itell you this to explain why some
dogs are hard to manage: they are frightened
out of their senses; to say nothing of the cruel
pain that they are often made to suffer. T
have seen a person beat a dog one day for not
follo#ing him when he wished it, and the next
day for following when he was not wanted.
I hate scen a dog sct at another to fight,
being encouraged, and irritated; and made
savage on purpose ; and soon after beaten for
flying at some person, or thing that he was
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. notwanted to attack, No wonder if the poor

_ereature loses all his fine qualities under such

. treatment.

AL that he willies is to be allowed to love
| you; and follow you, and serve you.  He
* wmants the help of your reason to keep him

~ from doing wrong; and he wants you to ex-

~ plain to him how he may please you. It has

: made my heart ache, many a time, to see a

- poor dog obey his master’s call, coming up to

in a crouching, crawling way, trembling

with fear, and seeming to say, « Pray, pray

donot hurt me! Tam ready to do what you

wish, and to lay down my life for you; but

you are going to beat or to kick me, and T am

& poor. creature, without any one to take my

w T could bite you, T coudd seize you by
the throat, or tear the flesh off your leg, but T

“will not do so. T come hecanse you eall me;

spray donot hurt me ! And I have seen the

ameek; obedient creature struck, and put to
cruel pain, withont the smallest reason in the

- world.  And when I recollected the words of

- the Bible, < Verily there is a God that judgeth

4+
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in the earth,” T have grieved the more to think
what punishment that cruel man or boy was
bringing on himself.

If we call one of our do@s, even when at
high play in the fields, he instantly comes
bounding up, puts his head on one side, pricks
up his ears, and looks full in our fuces as if
saying, < Well, here I am ; what do you want
me to do?” A beating is the last thing that
they would think of. T am not now speaking
of Branti and Fiddy in:particular, but all the
dogs that ever I had. The reason is, that the
dog is the very fondest creature that breathes;
and any but a really ill-tempered dog may be
managed by means of this fondness; while, as
1 before remarked, a really bad-tempered one
should not be kept to be punished, but spced‘:ly
destroyed.

You know what a terrible thing the bite of a
mad dog is. The wound may be so small as
hardly to leave a scar, and it may heal, and be
forgotten, perhaps for weeks and months ; still,
the deadly poison is in the person’s blood, and
when it breaks out, a most fearful death fol-
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ows, after such sufferings as nobody, who has
t seen them, can have an idea of. But, per-
you do not know that the angry bite of a
when teased or hurt, has often produced
same awful madness. I remember a
neighbour’s son dying most horribly of it, who
had only had his finger wounded, as if by a
‘pin’s poipt, by the tooth of a little dog which
@ was teasing and provoking in play. This
shows us how very dangerous it is to irritate
n animal ; for you never know what peril you
~ may run into. These things do not fall out by
chance, The Lord God orders them all; and
sometimes hé does very terrible things, in
dgment on those who knowingly transgress,
‘and for an example to others. May you, dear
young readers, be loving, and merciful, and
d and never stand for 2 mowent in the
ateful character of oppressors, where it is
‘alike your duty and your happiness to help the
~ defenceless and to protect the weak !

3




CHAPTER IV,
THE CAT—THE COW—THE SHEEP—THE 4SS,

Poon Puss! I havesuot so much to say for
her as for the noble dog. The cat is more
selfish, and not so trustful ; neither does ghe
often show so much affection for us. The
cat's habits are more like those of a wild ani-
mal, than are the habits of any other of our
domestic creatures. It is hardly possible to
keep her from straying about, or to teach her
to do no mischief. T have had a cat that
would not steal, and a dog that woul.d: both
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ng that every rule has an exception, I

think, when T see Puss watching for

mice and birds, and choosing them rather than

eat, what a wonderful thing it is that God

hould have tauglit a beast of prey to attach

self to man, so far as to rid him of other crea-

‘which, by increasing too fast, would eat

‘what he wants to live upon. At the same

e, I gieve to remember that this war be-

een us and the smaller animals, and be-

tween them and each other, comes from our

rebellion against God ; and I dare not set one

ereature to destray another, any farther than is

necessary for my own safety, and the support
Fmy family.

Still the cat is an interesting animal, beauti-

l, cleanly, graceful, and often very loving.

A Litten is even more engaging than a puppy.

n anl.l ﬁohc are more diverting because

2 lﬂtmg in lhe qumhmo, wnh her eyes half
at, and a mermry little kitten, playing with
tail, bounding over her back, and comically
g her ears, is a sight that Feannot help
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stopping to admire. But how much {o be
pitied is a kitten in the hands of chiMren too
young to know, or too ¢ruel to care what pain
they may put it to! Asto setting dogs to
hunt and worry: cats, or tonmenting them on
purpose, as some will, I do not wish to think
that anybody who ean read the Bible, ar hear
it read, is capable of such wickedness; nor
should I like to believe that anybody bom in
this free cow

¥y among a brave pe nplr could
be so mean a coward. A boy may faney
himself very courageous, if he is able and
willing to light anybody who doubts his being
so3 but if' he is capable of wantonly hurting
one of God’s eréfttures; when he aels it into
his power, he isa real coward. e alone i«
truly brave who fears none because he would
injure none, but would use all-he strength
and all the influence that he has, to protect
the weak from those who are too powerful for
them.

I bave seen wild cats abroad s most terrilil

looking they are, and more dangerous than
many larger animals. - Nobody would offer to
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iy any unfeeling tricks with them; a single

from their fieree, fiery eyes, glaring from

ranches of a tree, round which they twist

long tails; would send the boldest of you

pering away. They grow larger, and

heir fur becomes much richer, when in a wild

The good providence of God supplies

m with a very warm, thick coat, when they

no longer the benefit of @ comer by the

Oh that we would leam lessons of

ender mercy by seeing how compassionately

he Lord cares for the meanest creature that
¢ has made!

" But about young kittens: there are two

s, often done through thoughtlessness,

are both very eruel indeed. One is to

all her little ones, which not only causes

it distress, but severe pain too, to the poor

+ God gives her milk to nourish the

ereatures, and if' one is not left to draw it

the animal suffers much torment and fever

it. - The other thing is one that no kind-

ed person could do, or allow to be done,

F being once told how exceedingly inhu-
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man it is: I mean, putting the young ones to
death in the mother’s sight. The agonies of a
bitch; when she sees her puppies drowned,
are really a call for divine vengeance on the
wretch who conld purposely be guilty of such
an outrage on the tenderest feelings of nature.
The cat, though inferior to the dog in many
points, is a most loving mother, and very
sagacious in protecting her yougg. She will
often hide them so cunningly, that nobody
can reach them; and T have seen a family
astonished by the return of a cat which they
had supposed was lost, with foug.or five wild-
looking, lean kittens behind her, all their faces
being well scratched by the sticks or other
rubbish among which they were hidden. The
dog never does 50: its confiding character
leads it to commit its young to its master’s |
care, little as he sometimes deserves such a
trust.

Have you a cow? People who live in cities
very seldom indeed have ope; but in the
country, many, who are not rich, contrive to
keep one; and a more gentle, quiet, patient
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is not to be found.  Jack’s mother was
Irishwomany but she had two cows,

sind sold their milk to support her family. T
ve ofien met: her, stepping so stately and
ily, because. she had a brim-full pail 'of
bulanced on lierhead, and never even
up her hand to support it.  Jack was very
af his mather ; and next afier his parents,
or, and sisters, he' certainly loved the

S: It was his business, whettf quite a little
W, (0 serve up to them ‘the pail of "hot
itoes in wintery and many a walk he fook
the green fields where they pastured in

5
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summer, to see (hat all was safe and right
about them. - ‘Three years afier his leaving
home, we also kept a cow 3 and Jack insisted
on having the eare of it, and milking it him-
self. It was quite @ lesson to see how kind
il and “thoughtful the dumb boy was about the
j | poor cow: and what a happy life she led
under his management might be easily known
by her being always gond-tempered and fear-
less:  Ofen, when standing on the lawn,
feeding my chickens, 1 have been surprised by
finding lier gently rubbing her horns against
my shoulder, and asking to be petted, as edery
animal will ask when encouraged. She gave
a great deal morc milk than any one expected
—for kind usage is a wonderful help in making
any creature thrive; and I never shall forget
the joyful looks of Jack, when, ane moming,
he came jumping and skipping to me, spelling
as fast as he could, ¢« Cow haby—cow baby.”
He did not*know the right name for a calf,
and our cow had a very pretty one, born in the
night.

Then Jack’s sweet disposition showed itself
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firther in the care that he took not to distress
_the poor creatures more than was necessary.
He did not ill-use the cow for being unwil
o leave her young one, and very eager to
return to it again ; nor did he frighten or hurt
the tender little calf for erying and struggling
to get to its mother. In all tl
18 opportunity for being merciful and kind:
and by tan knows that the Lord hates
emelty, and will punish those who afflict his
helpless creatures, therefore he chooses these
occasions to tempt people into the wanton
wickedness of offending the Most High by the

se things there

use

abuse of such power as he has intrusted them
with. Jack knew it. I have seen the colour
rise to his face, with the effort that he made to
wyercome the impatience that was provoked by
the eagerness of the animals to breuk through
the fence which separated them ; but he did
‘oyercome it, and said with a smile, « Poor
baby cow! Jack not hurt—no; God see!”
Ab, it is a happy and a blessed thing to be
ahle to rejoice that God sees us! Less than

three years afier that, Jack was called to appear
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before the Lord ; and I am sure the recollee-
tion of having purposely givén pain to others
never disturbed the quiefness of his death-bed.
He felt the blessedness of having been merci-
ful.  For my own party L never oan seea man
of boy driving cattle with sticks and goads;
torturing the poor creatures for being fired,
and lame, and thirsty, and faint; and cruelly
punishing them for wishing to rest, or to drink,
orto crop the green grass; or for being con-
fused and frightened in the noisy, crowde
streets of a city, after the.quist country pl
that they weré reared in; I say, I never see

such things without a feeling of horror and
all foa
terrible account those who act as if . there
were no just, holy, and merciful Creafory to
hear the cry of his tormented creatures, and to
prove before men and angels that they did not
cry to him in vain,

The next animal that [ shall talk to you
about is the suere, People call them «silly
sheep,” hecause they are o easily frightened,

and show very little sense or judzment when

dread: for the Lord God will surely
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ing away. This is owing to their heing
ven about.  We scem to think it right to

eir wits. In eastern countries it is quite dif-
There the flocks are not driven, but
You will remember that beautifal de-
ription in the tenth chapter of John, where
ir blessed Lord Jesus Christ compares him-
f to a shepherd, and his people to sheep.
now above cighteen hundred years since
spoke’ those words; but travellers tell us
5.
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that it 15 exactly the same at this day. Speak-
ing of the shepherd, our Lord says, & The
sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own
sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  And
when he putteth forth his own shedp, he
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him -
for they know his voice. And a stranger will
they not follow, but will flee from him: for
they know not the voice of strangers.”? Only
fancy what a different sight it must be from
what we often witness! Instead of a poor,
frightened, agitaled erowd of panting ¢rea-
tures, running here and there, with perhaps a
man or hoy shouting after them, outspreading
his arms to increase their terrory and a rough
dog jumping and barking amang them, to see
a quiet-looking, happy flock walking after
their shepherd, pressing forward: to get near
him, and each coming readily when called
by its name. Of course, not being taught
to run away from man, they are not (urried
and thrown into confusion so easily as ours
are.  But sheep are always timid, weak, de-
fenceless creatures, and therefore the Lord
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ten speaks of his disciples as sheep ; beecause
are all as little able to profect ourselves
fom our enemy, Satan, as a flock of sheep is
O defend itself from a wolf, or a lion; and
would have us keep close fo him for
iprotection as the eastern slieep do to their
reful shepherd.
- There is nothing to prevent our sheep from
g 45 manageable as any othersi I once
a lamb given to me, because its mother
ould not nurse it; and I kept it in some nice
yin a large basket, and fed it with warm
mille from the spout of a teapat.  As it gained
trengih, I let it ran about the house, and it
a droll sight to see the big lumb come
neing and scampering into. a room. full
I company, hunting the cat about, leaping
bver chairs, and playing just like a frolic-
e kitten.  If T walked out, it would, like
eastern sheep, follow me. I have tiken
r miles along the public road; and never
¥ it appear frightened. It was stolen and
ed before it became quite a sheep ; but
ve no doubt it would have continued as
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tame, and as bold, and as happy. If you
look into the faces of a flock of sheep, you
will see a great variety of countenances among
them, and some are very intelligent, There
is a field near me, where T often go to walk ;
and a number of young sheep in it have
taken such a fancy to Bronti, that when he
stands still they will come almost close to
him, the ram foremost, as if wishing to play
with him; but if he goes towards them, off
they trot, poor things, to the other end of the
field.

Not long ago, I saw something that made
me quite unliappy; and indeed it was one
reason for my writing this little book. A boy
was driving @ few sheep, and he got them
into a corner, on some very high ground,
from which they could not possilily get away
without jumping down where they must have
broken their necks, or limbs, Then this bad
boy called another, and they both took up
large stones that were lying about the road,
and threw them at the innocent sheep—or
rather lambs, for they were not full grown. 1
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aw them hit on (heir heads and eyes, and
itly mad with pain and teror. I never
a more cruel thing: I thought Bronti
have seized the boys, he was so angry.

uld not help thinking how awful would be

¢ state of those hoys, if' they were cut off by
in such wickeduess. Alas! the agonies

one hour hereafier, would be worse than
e torfures that could be inflicted on God’s
greatures during their whole lives.  But in-
tead of an hour, it is for ever and ever that
who go to that dreadful place of punish-

on themselves. I ran for Bronti’s master,
id we et the bruised, bleeding little inno-
limping along, and the inhuman boy,

& of Lis savage sport, following them. We
pped him, and that gentleman spoke: very
linly to him of his sin, and God’s anger.
boy looked alarmed, but sulky; and I
ly fear he was hardening his young heart
st the Lord.  Let us pray that we may
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be kept from hardness of heart, and made
tender to keep a conseience void of offince
towards God and towards man.

It was a donkey-boy who had belped the
ather to throw stones: at the lambs ; and this
reminds me that I have something to say ahout
the ass; the most despised and the worst-
used of all animals, and yet the one on which
the greatest honour has been put, being chosen
for its humble, gentle, patient character to
assist in setting forth the wonderful humilia-
tion of the Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Churist,
who in the greatness of his everlasting majesty
and power condescended to stoop: low for our
sakes. . I think you will remember at once
what T mean. In the uninth chapter of the
book of Zechariah, it is written, ¢ Rejoice
greally, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O daughter
of Jemsalem ; behold, thy King cometh unto
thee : he is just, and having salvation ; lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and wpon a colt the
foal of an ass.”

And you know how this: was fulfilled.
When our Lowd Jesus was about to enter, for
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he last time, into the holy eity of Jerusalem,

his enemies had laid their cruel hands

him, he sent two of the disciples, saying

) them, Go into the village over against

uy and strightway ye shall find an ass tied,

a colt with her: loose them, and bring

unto me.  They did so; and this meek

d lowly Saviour, this King of heaven and

arth, descended from the mount of Olives,

id rode into Jerusalem; not as the monarchs

of this world ride, on a fiery war-horse with
roud and led by gleami

gwords aml qaes:s No, the blessed Janx
ghose no such pomp. He made choice of the

ble, despised ass; her trappings were the

er garments of those poor men, fishermen
and such like, who followed him; and who
ok them. off, to make, as it were, a saddle

d saddle-cloth for their beloved Master;
hile: others, secing that no more were wanted

P that purpose, spread theirs on the ground
he might ride over them. Ah, the day

Il come when that King of kings and Lord
ords shall ride in vengeance over the
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persons  of his rebellious - encmies; as e
then rode i meek and lowly sta
garments of his loving friends.  And, o
you would avoid his wrath on that terible
day, provoke him not now by wanton eruelty
to the creatures which he has made.  He
is very, very merciful to them. aid to you.
They do you no. wreng; do no wrong 1o
them.

How often have I thought of that beautiful
seene on the green side of the gently sloping

over the

mount of Olives, which rises eastward of the
ity of Jerusalem, with the brook Kedion
sparkling at its feet! You know the Bibl
tells us, concerning the Lord Jesus Christ,
that by Him God made the world ; and again,
«All things were made by him, and withou
him was not any thing made that was made,”
Yet he, the Maker of all things, took upo
him the nature of man; and so you see, for

once, a poor animal enjoyed even greater
privilege and happiness than when the cren-
tures: were first brought to Adam; and that
animal was no other than the persecuted
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The Lord showed his tenderness in
sepurating the dam from her young one:
commanded both to be brought ; and

e litle creature: tripped so happily beside
mother, while both enjoyed the sheltering
oteetion of Him who made the worlds!

I very ofien think of this, when 1 see
eruelties commiited on some overworked
mal, in a eart, or ridden by an unfeeling
on; and the mischief, the wicked mis-

ehief, that Sa‘an finds for idle hands to do, in
e field, or by the way-side, where the poor
is quietly nibbling at such coarse weeds

as neither horse; nor cow, nor sheep would
touch. The litle foal toa, with its innocent
te, and broad forehead covered with shaggy
lit, looking as if it longed to have a game

of play with you. Can you pat it fo pain?
as! it has a life of ernel labour and suffer-

& before it: and you should not be so in-

m as to rob it of its very short time of
dom and repose.  Some boys are eruel on
pose. Satan leads them captive at his will ;
if they continue to do his wicked will,

6
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y must expect to bé with him for ever in the
place of fire. But many are cruel from
thouglitlessness only ; and I hope this Jittle
book will lead such to reflect; and to ¢
from what is a great sin against God, wheiher
they think it to be so or not.

1 have said nothing about the wonderfl
story of an ass which you will find in the book
of Numbers, chapler xxii. : you can read.it for
vourselves. T will finish this subject by giving
you @ text from the wise and gravious laws
which it pleased the Lord God to lay down

for his people Israel, when he was himself
their own King, It is a most beautiful pre-
cept: it teaches at once to overcome an evil
feeling against a fellow-man, and to show

mercy fo a suffering animal.  «If thon see
the ass of him that hateth thee lying unde:
his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him,
thou shalt surdy help with him,* Ex. xxiii.
5; and in the 12th verse we read a reason
given for keeping loly and quiet the Sab-
bath day, ¢ that thine ox and thine ass may
rest.”
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"% This is  long chapter; but T had a good
deal to say in it, and [ hope you are not tired,
i that you will think it over, and pray God

o enable you to profit by it.
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5 CHAPTER V.

BEARS, MONKEYS, RATS,

Now, I think, you are laughing at the head-
g of this chapter, and wondering what I can
have to say about such creafures; but wait a
little, and you will find T am not afraid to put
in a good word for them. You must know
that T once had a young bear, a mere cub,
which was given to me by one of the will
Indians, as they are called. These Indians,
by the way, are not half so wild as some boys



of my acquaintance, who are a great deal
er taught ; and they were very fond of me
—merely because. it pleased Gad to keep me
ndful of a gracious command which he has
enus.  You will find it in the first Epistle
Peter, chap. ii., verse 17: ¢« Honour all
. Man, whether he be black, or white,
or tawny ; whether he be rich or poor, bond
or free; man was at first made in the image
of God, and would have kept that image if
Atdam had not sinned and lost it ; so that none
of his. posterity are now bom in that holy,
happy state in which Adam was created. But
then, lost as man is, and deprived of all
honour, it pleased the eternal Son of God to
jake wpon Him the name and the nature of
man, free from all its sinfulness, though de-
ived of its first glory, and this he did that he
ght, by suffering death, atone for the sin of
world:  So now, as there is no person so
erable, so despised, or even so sinful, that
woming to the Lord Jesus Christ, and be-
wving in Him alone, he may not have his
s blotted outy and himself made an inheritor
6.
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of the kingdom of beaven, I am sure that
every man ought to be freated with some
respect, as one of that race whom God created
and. for whom Christ died.  Indeed, it would
be enough for mé, if only the Bible said,
«Honour all men,” without my being able to
see why I ought to do so. It is my duty «
obey every one of my Lord's commands:
it is very pleasant to think about his grac
commandments, and {0 see, as we must then
do, how very lovely they are. Now you
know why I treated the wild Indians of the
woods with. gentle; kind respect; and they
felt it, and loved me groatly, and used to
bring me their little gifis.  One day, two
rough Indian men came to me, in their very
strange dresses, with (heir stifi black haiy
hanging down, never having been combed i
{heir lives, I should think, They each brought
a young bear into my large kitchen ; and while
I told them to sit down and eat something,
the two cubs began to examine the place for
themselves. It was a funny sight, so T wil)
tell you about it.
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Under a table, there lay a good long barrel

L its side, and two very friendly cats had

h got some kittens in it. They had made

smselves litile beds in (he straw, one near

e mouth of the barrel, the other farther in.

one young bear, (they were but a few

cs-old, poor little animals!) in the course

his travels about the kitchen, poked his

into this barrel, and out flew the old gray

eat, in a great rage, or fiight, T hardly know

which, and began to spit most furiously at the

eub, who ran away as fast as he could, into a

distant corner, followed by puss.  She did not

thoose o go too near such an odd-looking

ature ; but sat watching him, to prevent his
ng that corner.

Meantime, the other eub; thinking, I sup-

5 that, «as’ the cat was away, the bear

t play”—at least with the kittens, went

dly close (o the barrel, when lo! out sprang

e tortoise-shell cat from the farther end, and

this master Bruin was not slower than his

other in scampering away, the cat following

\’ {Bim also. No harm was done; noné of them
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bad any wish to fight, and the scene was so
droll that the servants weré in fits of laughter;
while the Indians, who I must tell you are
very grave, and even sad-looking people, and
seldom seen to smile, for once laughed heartily
too. T took pity upon the frightened cub,
at whom the gray cat was still growling and
spitting, and took him wup in my ams; for
which he seemed so thankful, that I continued
to stroke his shaggy coat, until one of the
Indians, with a grin, offered to give him to
me, I accepted him, making a present in re-
turn ; and for some days T took delight in my
bargain; for he was a most innocent little
creature, and played merrily with a puppy
dog: but those who understood the nature of
a bear better than I did, persuaded me to give
fim up; because they had known a young
lady who was killed by a tame bear in & sud-
den passion.

But I want to convinee you how wrong we
are in treating any animal as if it could not
feel attachment to us. Some soldicrs® wives
used to pet my little cub, even with tears
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said, that a short time before; the regi-

to which they belonged was quartered
YCanada, and the soldiers had a  bear,
b they brought up tame. This ereature

a strange office—he was nurse to all the
ies in the barrack. So great was his'love

f them, that whenever the mothers wanted

p have their infants well faken care of, they
jould place them under this animal's chasge,
ho was delighted to smooth for them the
flean soft straw hat they gave him; and
those tender care over the bahes was, they
1 me, the most beautiful' thing ever seen.
poor bear was abways trying fo help and

e his friends; and on washing days he
plenty of babies to mind, when the
ather was mild enough to have them out
doors; but one cold day they were all
within, and the bear had nothing to do.

), seeing a woman leave her washing-tub,
ich she had just filled with boiling water,
thought he would do some of her work,

put his paws inio it: the pain made him
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snateh them out, and in so doing he upset

the tub—all the scalding water fell over him—
and his agonies were such that, in merey, some
soldier shot him dead at onée. The women,
when they told me this, sobbed with grief,
saying, <« He was so kind to our babies! he
would have died in their defence; poor fil-
low!" T assure you, that when I see a poor
bear led through the streets, chained, beaten,
and made to dance; as they eall it, which it
is taught to do by cruel tortures, T always
rememiber this sfory; and think, how much
love and gratitude might that miserable suf-
ferer feel, and how happy he might be made,
if’ those who have taken him from his native
woods, and made a slive of him, would only
show merey now instesid of such barbarity
We ofien lear the expression, «As savage as
a bear;” but; I fear, in general, thé' man is
the greater savage of the two.

Moxkeys are diverting creatures; and, if

you saw their fun and frolie where they have
liberty among the boughs of a tree, yeu would
not know how to leave off langhing, Tt is a
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fifferent thing, however, to see them also
ined, and beaten, and with their limbs
ned inunnatural elothing, forced by fear,
hunger, and pain; to play the antics which
would do of their own accord if treated
ereatly. ' I never could understand how

jeople can be amused by any fthing that
s pain to the creature doing it. They
either be very stupid, or very hard-
ed. Want of thought is a great cause
‘needless cruelty, I know; and Iam trying
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to put same kind thoughits into your heads,
which you may be thankful for when you are
older. T can tell you one thing, which is,
that it is impossible: for a criel man to be
happy: it is entirely nreosstune.  He may
laugh, and shout, and singy and dance, and
tell you that-he is very happys but it is not
so.  There is in his heart something always
whispering, «Your turn will come. 'The fgre:
God, the boly, just, mepciful' God, whose

creafures you mow torment, sees it all, knows
itall; and he will punish you. Every one of
us must appear before the judoment-seat of
Christ, fo give an aecount of the things done
in the body: and you will be forced to o
all your cruglties, before angels and men : i

then what follows? ¢He suave, save suns-

T OWITHOUT MERCY WHO HATH SHOWN No

MERCY A bad man will never eonfess 1«

you that such is his feeling; for bad men

rays will try to make -you ‘as bad as them-
fter what I have told
* same terror of God's

ow. when you do a
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ael thing. If not, it is because you are
ily hardened by Satan ; but I should
eve to think it was so with you. Oh!

mber that the blessed Jesus came to
stroy the works of the devil; and pray
him now to deliver you from the power
that evil one.  He will hear, and help, dnd

Even as to animals that we may destroy
when they injure us, we should not forget the
good they also do: as an instance, the mar
may be mentioned. It is, indeed, a very

oublesome and sometimes . dangerous crea-
fure : it will kill and carry off young chickens,
pigeons, and other defenceless things; besides
ng sad havoe among the grain and
bles of every sort. Tt is often more than
b match for a grown kitten, or even a weak
and where they are in numbers, they
ive. been known to. overpower a man., I
ss, the rat is a very disagreeable enemy,
hom we may fairly get rid of when we can.
when it is necessary to kill them, we
d do it mercifully; do not put them to

)
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needless pain. ' Why should you? Isit manly
Is it generous? Is it what you think God will

approve?  Will it make you wiser, or bettcr,
or happier to feel that you are giving pain to o
poor ereature ?




CHAPTER VI.

BIRDS,

§ Havise now, I think, mentioned all the
four-footed beasts” about which I had any
ing particular to say, I will pass on to
other and still more beautiful portion of
d’s handy-work—the birds. The account

their creation is thus given: «And God
y Let the waters bring forth abundantly
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the moving creature that hath life, and fowl
that may fiy above the earth in the open
firmament of heaven: And God created great
whales,-and every living ereature that moveth,
which the ‘waters brought forth abundantly,
afier their Kind, and every winged fowl afier
his kind : and God' saw that it was good
And God blessed them, saying, Be froitlul,
and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas,
and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the
evening and the morming were the fifth day.”
The beasts were not made until the sixth day ;
50 that, if I had been writing a history of the
ereation, [ should have put the birds and fishes
first. Notice these expressions, ¢« God saw
that it was good; and God blessed them.”
Every thing when it came from his glorious

hand was very good ; and man was the only

being who became bad by his own fault,
despised the blessing, and brought the curse
on himself, with all its sad consequences {o the
whiole earth and every creature.  « God bless-

ed them " and what right have we to make

their little lives miserable 2 This thonght has
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often. come over me when I have seen any
el thing done, God said, that the fowl
e to «fly above the earthy in the open
frmament of heaven;” but he has made some

ks, as many birds do, we should get very
s of them; and as they lay many more than
y can hatch, it would be a great and waste-

il loss. By this we are sure that poultry was
intended for our use; and if you take care not

hickens to be as tame and familiar as dogs or
pats. 1 remember a droll proof of this. Once,
out of a great many fowls, belonging to a dear
nd in whose house I lived, there was only
one that would not be friends with me. She
a fine old speckled black and white hen,

ery wild ; and her running away from me vex-

hurt it. . Well, I set myself to wheedle this
into being on better terms; taking crumbs
7*
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to her, and persuading her by degrees to feed
from my hand, like the rest. This was very
good: but it did not stop here. Whether

Mis. Hen was flattered by so much attention

or whether she was desirous of making up for
her former tudeness, or how it was, I don’t
know; but she became so unreasopably fond
of me, that if a duor or window Svere openc!
she would pop in to laok for her friend, run-
ning up and down stairs, into the parlour, the
drawing-room, the bed-rooms, and mg king n¢
little work for the servamts. At first,
body was amused at it; but, sfter a time, (.
poor lien became so troublesome that we were
obliged to give her away. Jack, the dumb
boy, would put his hands to his sides, and
laugh till he lost his breath, to see s« my fut
hen,” as he called her, waddling after me,
without minding either dogs or Strangers, and
he was in great trouble when she was sent
away, Jacks care of the poultry, and his
anxiety to prevent their being bunted, or hurt,
would have delighted you. Nothing pleased
him  better than to see that fine fellow, the

eve
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gock, when he had seratched up or found any
ge thing, calling the hens and chickens
bout him, bidding them take i, and never
eeming even to wish for it himsell. Jack
«l to say, «Good; beautiful! God made
or bird.” When he was a litile boy, he
seen some cock-fighting ; and he used to

I me of it, in his way, with so much grief
and anger. He said, «God see bad man

tears would come into his eyes, when he

ought how the birds were tortured ; but he

always ended hy pitying the men and boys

iwho suffered Satan to tempt them into such

Wvickedness, for which' they would be dread-
fully punished at last.

| Jack was very fond of emall birds: T sup-

se you think, then, that he had some in a

; and that he caught them i traps, for he

very ingenious. No; Jack would as soon,

d sooner, have gone to prisan himself.  He

d not bear the idea of imprisoning a bird.

naries, indeed, and such others as could

t live in our cold climate, and which,
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having been hatched in a cage, would not
have known how to use their liberty, he did
not abject to, but took great pleasare in giving
them pans or saucers of elean water, to bathe
themselves in; and plenty of fresh sand, and
nice food : but most birds he could not bear
to see within the bars of & prison. 'The robin,
the thrush, the blackhird, the linnet, the sps
row, he knew it was a sin to deprive of the
liberty. I have seen him persuade other boys
to break their traps, or to let the poor frighten-

ed captives go: and I have seen him elap his
hands with joy as they spread out their pretty
wings, and flew « above the carth, in the open
firmament of heaven,” as they were made to
do; but T 'do not believe that a whole pocket
full of silver and gold would have tempted
Jack to catch and sell a bird.  Indeed, I am
sure it would not; for he knew that neither
silver nor gold, nor any fhing that is to be
bought with them; would make a person's
heart feel happy ; and that the commission of
a sin would make him feel very unhappy; f
nothing was so dreadful to Juck as the idea




BIRDS, 81

offending his gracious God, or grieving the

y Spirit, who dwells in the heart of every

pue believer.  Now, perhaps you will say,
821 would not catch and sell birds fo put
money in iy own pocket ; but may I not do
i o carn a little for those who really want
127  But robbing is not earning. If you
lBatch o bird, or a fish, not belonging to
mother person, to kill and eat it, or to sell
or give it to others for food, you do what
od has permitted; and if it is done for

is pirpose, and not for sport, nobody can

blame you. But, though the Lord has given
ou the bodies of his ereatures for food, he has
pever given you their natural liberty, either

for your amusement or profit.
L As for keeping birds in a cage to sing,
{ you look at the undred and fourth Psalm,
u will find that they were made to ¢sing
ong the branches.”” Go into the fields, and
n to their happy litle songs of liberty,
d take from them a lesson of thankful joy:
if you want them at home, put crumbs
d grains of com on the windows, and they

PRNENDIC S

D i
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will learn to come and pick them up, and
thank yow with their merry notes.  Only
da nog be o wmean and treacherous as to
draw @ snare or close a trap over the poor
things when they come, as they think, o
be fed by your bounty. People who love
musie so well as to make an innocent creature
miserable that they may enjoy its’ songs, will
wish, some day, that they had been born
deaf.

But there is one thing that T am sorry to
see many boys doing every spring, and which
they cannot defend by any such excuses.
I often wonder who was the first to begin
such a disgraeeful custom, the most crucl,
s, and babyish piece of folly: I mean
what is called birl-nesting. God said 1o the
greatures, <« Be fruitful and multiply,”—
fowl multiply in the earth.” At the same
time, He gave them a wonderful instir
skill, such as man’s reason cannot imitate.
The birds must keep their eggs very warm
for a certain number of days; to bring fo life

sensele:

t and

the little creatures that are forming within
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them ; and the eggs being so very delicate
and brittle, they must also have a soft place
g lie in, close enough for the bird’s body to
over them all ; and be out of the reach of rats,
nd other enemies, So, when the bird is
going to lay, she and her mate set to work,
pd what a wonderful work it is! These
e creatures, without any hands, or even
paws like four-footed animals, to help them,

dead leaves, wool, hairs, and moss; that they
ean pick up with their bills, presently form a
fi, snug, warm, strong apartment, as' round
a tea-eup, and exaetly of the proper size;

d above from the wet, yet airy enough
keep it fresh and wholesome, and so
meoth on the inside that even the delicate
ed body of a bixd just hatehed cannot be

ide uneasy by a rough point. It costs the
nt-birds a great deal of trouble; and if

jou leave a nest untouched from one year to
@nother, neither disturbing the eggs nor the
ings, you will find it the next spring
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nicely repaired and new lined, and 2 new
family in it.. Oh! T do wish that boys, re-
membering how, by the goodness of our equal
laws, a poor man’s house is his castle, would
let a poor bird’s little nest be ifs ea

He is the bravest boy who will def

weak from the strong i and he is the best
boy who loves and is kind to the least of
God’s creatures for the sake of the gloriou
Creator.

But perhaps you may say, « Well, I will
not spoil ‘the nest; T will anly take the eggs.”

No, pray do not take the eggs.  What plea-
sure in the world can a parcel of little
afford you, compared with the delight that
the poor harmless mother takes i them as
she sits in her warm house, of her own
making, listening for the first faint chirp of
the tiny creature within?  Birds qnly bring up
one family in a year; and if you take from
them the egas that are to produce that «
you raly them of all the happiness for which
they took so much trouble. .~ You are not
enough of a hen to hatch the eggs, though




BIRDS,

hink, and be too much of a man to do such
silly, cruel thing. You like; perhaps, to
blow the inside out, and string the shells in
row. Oh you thoughtless child! You

pleasure in such a babyish thing; and you

very, very thoughtless and wrong to do it
_at the expense of a poor innocent bird which
mever injured or wished to injure you, though
_you can rob it of allits delight, to please such
‘a silly faney.  If you want a pretty thing to
omament your xoom, go and pick up some
round, clear pebbles, of different colours,

lgrindstone; then get some pieces of brick,
tand join them together in the shape of an
K ch, or any thing you fancy, with a little
mortar ; spread more mortar, thick and rough,
‘over the front, and, while it is wet, stick in
Wyour pebbles, with the shining side ontmost,
bits of glass, moss, sealing-wax, and

any gay thing that comes in your way. I

.ﬁ‘\'e seen such pretty contrivances, and have
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said 1o myself; « The boy who made this is
skilfnl, and xna} come to be a gooil builder,
san, some  day;” but when I
see bird’s eggshells hung up, I tum away
with a feeling of pain, because 1 know that
samebody must be there, eithep idle and eruel,
or encouraging their children to be so.

or other atl

But there is something far worse than this.
When the mother bird has made her nest,

long: da

s and nights on her eggs,

@ ones chirp within, and
hnl[n > them to break fhe thin shell, and falt
their little warm bodies cuddling themselves
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among her soft feathers, and seen their yellow
beaks open to ask her for the food that it
gives such great joy to her affectionate
to put into them; ohy, THEN; can you turn all
her honest happiness into misery and mourn-
ing, and kill those baby-birds with a miser-
able death, by cold and hunger, if not by
other tortures. If ever you have done this,
pray to the Lowd God to forgive your sin,
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Do you think He
ill forgive you? Yes, you say, because he
very merciful.  Indeed he is; and for
very reason he hates cruelty: but while

ou look to the Lord’s mercy for pardon,

¥
you must steadily resolve to offend ne more

by doi what he hates; else you only

mock him.

I do mot myself understand how anybody
can bear fo hurt little birds, they are such
endenring ereatures ; but I have seen it with
my own eyes, and obliged to believe
Bay ample will go a great way. Boy
men too, will do what they see others do,

without stopping to think of the: great truth
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that God secs them too. But, then, good
example goes far also ; and the person who is
careful not to do wrong has' the fort of
knowing that he is showing others the right
way, -~ While T write: this little book, I am
praying fo the Lord to make it the means of
persuading many young readers to be mer-
ciful ; and that their good example will per-
suade many more, who may not see the book ;
and so good will be done, greater than you
now think,

I have a cockatoo. A friend brought him
from India, and a funny bird he is, but ter-
ribly noisy. He soon began to bark like Fid,
and to growl like Bronti; to cackle like the
hens, and to imitate every loud noise that lie
heard. 'We hoped, if he had a good teacher,
he would learn to sing; instead of making
such a riot, as he whistles uncommonly well

after his master.  So we went ta buy a Canary
bird, and you may be sure we bought two;
for it is very cruel to shut up a bird alone in

a cage. The cockatoo is mot ih a cage, but
on a stand, dancing and chattering all day.
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Weput our canaries into a: very large cage,
with a go 1 pan of fresh water every
day, clean gravel, and plenty of seed. No-
thing could be happier, ar tamer, than these
little things; but one day the hen got at
some  green, paper; which' she pecked at
through' the wires, and the stuff’ that' coloured
it killed her at once, We got another directly
in ber place, and there they are in the sun-
shine, on a table close by me, splashing the
paper on which I write with the water; for
they delight to' plunge into it, till they are

overy feather.  Nothing is more neces-

sary to animals and birds than plenty of fresh
water. My pigeons have a pan of it to wash

in, and it wants changing several times a day ;
and you do not know how much birds -in
confinement suffer if that is neglected. A
glass hung outside; if always kept full, is
good to drink out of; but a bath in the cage

is the great luxury
s youw will ask, Has the cockatoo
learned to sing? No, I am semy to say, he
as ever, and not at all musical.

g*
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We keep him quiet by giving i
break, and knotted cord to untie ; and when
he has been good I take him on my lap,
and rub his head and wings, which he
greatly likes. T never yet saw the animal,
down to a little mouse, that would not be
fond of those who treated it tenderly; and
the pleasure of being loved js so great, that
I only wonder how anybody can neglect
to' win the love of the ereatures which
were made for man’s use and benefit. There

is a wonderful deal of happiness among
5, the
s are over all his

them, showing how, as the Psalm sa

Lord’s ¢ tender mere

works;” and a litle kindness makes them so

‘uull,.\r, that we are always reminded how
sociable they were with Adam in the garden
of Eden; and how happy they and we should
all be together now, if sin had not entered into
the world to destroy the beauty and blessed-
ness that were upon every thing when God
first made them, and saw that they were all
wvery good,”




CHAPTER VIIL
FISHES—INSECTS,

A srony about Jack. When be was a

little fellow, soon afier he came to me, and
before he knew many words, he made me
understand that he wanted a very long, slen-
der stick. T asked the gardener of a friend,
and he cut him a fine one from a particular
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sort of tree,  Then Jack laid oot a penny,
all that hie had, on a coarse bit of line, such as
fishermen use; and, lastly, he came to.me for

some large pins: one of which ke bent like a
hook; esplaining to me that he was going to
dig’ for worms to put upon it; that he might
fish. I shook my head, saying, ©No.,”" Jack
nodded his head; and said ¢ Yes I said
«bad;” Jack said «good;” and thien I took
up his litlle red hand, and pretended T was
going to run the hook through the flesh. He
snatched it away in a fright, saying ¢« Dad,
bad ! but I nodded, and said ¢ Good, good !
He said, « Bad Mam, hurt Jack!” and I an-
swered, « Bad Jaek, hurt worm: God made
Jack—God made worm.” He shook his
head, and said, «No:" and what do. you

think was the re
me that God is high up above, and that the
worms came from below, under the ground.
The litile fellow did not know that the warld
is round § he thought it was flat: still less did
e then understand that God is everywhere,
Then

son: he gave? He reminded

and made all things, above and benea
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1 told him that the Lord did so; and that
worms and other things were put into the
earth by him, even aswe were made to walk
upon its surfaces  Jack considered a little ;
and then said the worms were rolled up in

the world as apples were in a dumpling, and
that they eat their way throngh the erust. It

was an odd idea, and made me smile; on
which he said, « Good,” and told me he waould
fish with a piece of meat or bread for a bait.
Next morning, Jack came to me, and after
reminding me of this, he asked me if God also

FTHE TANFOLY OR YOUNG FROG,
made the litfle newts, tadpoles, and frogs, and
other things that he had seen in the muddy
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ditches? T replied, s« Yes, all.”  «Did God

2 fishes?? <« QR yes,” I answered, ¢ e
made fishes and every thing.”  Then, in &
very lively manner, he made me understand,
that if God did not like to have him hurt the
worms, neither would he like to have him hurt
the fish. «Poor fish!” ha said, showing me
how its mouth would be torn by the hook ;
and  then, to my surprise, he got a small
hatehet; and chopped up his fine fishing-rod
into walking-sticks ; and', from: that day he

never could bear to sec anybody angling.

He used to tell them, if o y wanted lish to
eat or to sell; to eateh with a net, and to
kill them at once ; and I belitve that the « ght
of the deaf and dumb boy, taking sucl pains
to plead for the creatures which ot only
dumb, but have no way of pleading for {hein-
selves, was the me; ' checking many per-
sons in eruel practices. He knew very litle
compared with what you, perhaps, know ; but
he knew one blessed truth—he kness that

God so loved the world that he gave his

only begolten Son, that whosoever believeth




FISHES, 95

in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life s and by always thinking on this great
mercy of God tor man, and the exceeding
love of our Lord Jesus Christ, in' dying for
poor sinners like us, Jack came to hate what-
ever he knew to be displeasing to that gra-
cious Lord and heavenly Father; and the
happiness that he felt in his own soul made
him delight in seeking the happiness of eve ry
ature around him.

Jack died of & slow declive, He had much
pain, but T never saw him look impatient or
unhappy. - He felt what David so beautifully
describes in the twenty-third Psalm : ¢« Though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with
m He knew quite well that he was poing

to die; bat it never made ! neasy. He

knew that God was at peace with him, through

the merits of the Redeemer; and he was at
peace with all the world. His dying pillow
was not made ‘a pillow of thorns by the re-
membrance of having made any living {

torment; nor were his short
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disturbed by terrible dréams of what he had
forgotten until the time drew near to appear
before God. I could tell fearfil stories of
some who died as young as Jack, and whose
death-beds ean never be forgotten by those
y saw them. They lad been eruel to
God’s dumb creatures, and mever gave a
thought to what they had .done; but when
death was near, when the poor weak body

could not rise from the bed, nor the soul be
any longer deceived with the' thought of years
to come, it was hormible to hear the eries they
uttered, and the wild things that they said
about beasts, and birds, and insects tortured
by them in the days of their health and
strength,  There was one in particular, a
butcher’s boy, who could not be comforted :
he said, the calves, and sheep, and lambs, had
provoked him by their unwillingoess to be
caught and driven into the slaughter-yard, and
he had revenged himself by making their
deathis as painful as he eonld; and that he
saw them then—whether his eyes were open

or shut, he always saw them—all bleeding,
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and torn, and struggling, as they used to do:
and whatever was said to himy or whatever
noise was made, he heard their eries of agony
louder than all.  When he was told that God
was mereifuly be answered, « Yes; but I hud
no mercy, and there is no mercy for me.” I
wish I could tell you that he died praying for
pardon ; but, alas! he died shrieking out that
he must go to hell. At that time, I was asked
to write a book about it, to warn others; but
I was so much shocked that I could not
write about it. I mention it now; to show
you that sometimes, even in this world, the

dreadful work of judgment is begun—judg-

ment without mercy, to those who show no
”]I‘[‘V»\'.

But you must not suppose that Jack’s hap-
piness and peace, and confidénce in God,
came from any thing that he had done, or any
thing that he had refrained from doing, No,
it was all from believing with his whole heart
that God loved him for the sake of his dear
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, if Jack
had said, or fancied, that he loved God, and

9
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had at the same time been cruel, or lived in
any other sin, it would have proved that he
was mistakern, and he would have had no real
If you pass by a garden and see clus-

pe prapes hanging from the boughs

a tree, and anybody should say to you,

< 'That’s a fine vine;” you would agree with
him at once ; but if he pointed to a tree where

stnuts were growing, and called it 2

horsest o, ¢
vine, you would laugh at him ; you know the
difference between a sweet juicy grape, apd a
hard, - bitter, uneatable horse estnut,  Yet
you would not say that the grapes made the

ld you? No, they did not

but they proved it to be one. If a

bay were to tie bumches o s o a >
chestnut tree, tell you it was a vine, you
would say no, it is not a real vine—the fiuit
did not grow upon it,

In this way, I may say that I knew Jack
to be a true ehild of God: because the fruit
of good wotks grew upon him. It was not

ouly, but really and indeed, that he

was the character 1 have described ; and if
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yout read carefully; very earefully, the fifteenth
chapter of St. John's Gospel;, you will see
what T mean. In that beautiful chapter, our
Lord Jesus Christ comy s himself to a vine,
his people to the branches, and the good
works that they do to the grapes: and he
shows us that if we do not really belong to
him, and keep close to him, (which we can
only do by believing and praying,) then we
are like the branches cut off from the

which cannot possibly bring forth an
You may think little of this now; but you
maust think of it, whether you will or no, when
you come to die.  Perhaps you say to your-
self, «Ay, but when I come to die, T will
pray, and make my peace with God.” Do
not deceive .\,mu'u-lf with such a vain hope:
there is a very terrible wamning given in the
first chapter of Proverbs, which you must not

foraet. 'The Lord is addressing such as mean

to put off repenting and praying, and serving

him, to another time, when sickness or some
other calamity shall frighten them into calling
on him for pardon and help. These are the
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words: ¢« Because [ have called, and ye re-

fused; I have siretched out my hand, and

no man regarded ; but ye have set at nought
all m ¢
proof; T also will laugh' at your edlamity ; I
will mock when your féear cometh , when
ation, and  your

counsel, and would none of my

your fear cometh as de
destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when
distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then
shall they call upon me, but T will not answer;
¢ shall not

| me: for that they hated knowledge, and

they shall seck me early, but they

lid not choose the fear of the Lord: they

would none of my counsel : they despised
all my reproof.” Does not this alarm you?
Then do not hv found @ day longer among
» h oracious yoice

.1.\”\, \\]m invites

the

those who
of the Li
to him for eternal |
c it in his name, send the Holy Spirit
guide you in the good way, andd make you

1 o come

o ; and whe will; if you

real branches of the good Vine, as he mo
the dumb boy, When Jack was eleven ye
old,

he became a true servant of the Lord ;
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and he died at ninéteen, and went to live in
lieaven with the blessed Master whom he had
delighted to serye upon earth.

His religion made him so happy, there was
not a merrier hoy to be found. Some cople
will tell you that being religious makes a boy
feel dull and melancholy. Ask them if they
think you so silly as to believe that walking
in the summer sunshine will make you feel
dark and eold? True religion is to man what
the bricht sunshine is tothe little insects tha
sport upon the wing, nd who find in it not
only their light but their life.

Does any boy's conscience smite him at my
naming the in ;2 I hope not. T hope
you have not been tempted by Satan to do

any harm to the little hamnless, and often

useful, ereatures that eross your path. - A but-
terfly, a cockchaffer, a house-fly, a snail, a
caterpillar, & worm—these, and all others, are
God’s handy-work ; and if you could see them
through a glass that magnifies very much
indeed, you would be more astonished than
I can tell you. The small powder, scarcely
9*
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seen on your finger’s end, from the wing of
a butferfly, is a lump of the most beautiful

feathers, so- delic

s that' the gentlest. touch

will rub some of them offz the wing itself is
worky like silver threads,
stretehed on strong wires; and all the skill of
all the most skilful men in the world could
make nothing to equal the coarsest part of the

made of lovely net

PINLARL

not their

THE WOOLLY nE

plainest insect. But if i

and to gl the

though we ounght fo s
Cr t—it 38 their delicate
sense of feeling that should keep us from

tor’s hand in th

hurting' them. The common worm is very
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useful in dividing the clods of earth, which
would otherwise become so hard as to pre-
vent the fine fibres of the roots of plants from
forcing their way, and then the plants would
die. Man has mot discovered all the uses
of the different insects; but God has made
nothing in vain: and though, for our own
safety and comfort; we must destroy some
sorts, still we are bound to do it in the
quickest and most complete manner, or ¢lse
we must give an account to their Creator
and ours for the eruelty we commit. I have
killed insects myself, for no reason but be-
cause I saw that they must fall into the hands
of boys, or others, whom I knew to be so
dreadfilly wicked as to take pleasure in tor-
turing them ; but I did it sorrowfully ; feeling
that T could not give life to the meanest rep-
tile, and that I must be able to render to God
a reason.for taking it away. T have found
poor harmless insects alive, most cruelly waim-
ed, with their wings or legs torn off} or their
bodies pierced through; and I shuddered to

think how the eye of God was fixed on those
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who did it, pever losing sight of them; and
I have prayed that he. would change their
wicked hearts before it was too late,

And now I have finished my book. While
I was writing it, more than a few funerals

passed my window, the coflins being those of

very young people ; and this made me more
anxious to go on; for [ thonght to mysell,
«Perhaps some boy or girl will read it who
has never thought rightly about these things,
and will presently determine not to go on in
sin, but to become merciful and obedient,
and all that they onght to be.,” If they try
to do this of themselyes, they will soon find
that the sinful nature of Adam is too strong
in them; and the more they try to mend
themselves, they will find Satan is the more
busy, leading them into more wickedness.
Then, perhaps, they will mind what I have
said about the need not only of pardon, but
of help from the Lord Jesus Christ. They
will pray to. God, for his sake, to give them
a new heat, holy, humble, obedient, and
merciful. . This prager will be heard; for
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our gracious God hears and answers - the
prayer of the poorest child as readily .as
that of the mightiest king. Then they will
know what it really is to love God, and to
keep his commandments, because they love

him: and what & sweet example they will
set to others, and how happy they will be
themselves, and what a blessing to all be-
longing to them! Perhaps, too, they will
m xLu a little party among the kindest-hearted

[ their playmates, all giving a promise to
\-'n'h other not willingly to hurt any of God’s
creatures; but to do the best they can to
persuade every one' to be mereiful to the
dumb animals, birds, fishes, and insects. If
they live, they will growup to be such men
and women as we want, to bring a blessing on
this land ; and in their own children they
will reap the rewand of having shown ten-
derness to the helpless. If they die young,
they will be like my happy boy Jack; not
afraid of death; but willing and rejoiced to
go to the Saviour, whom they sought and
found so early. Oh, may the Lord grant
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this blessing to my little book, that at the

great day of judgment I may meet with some
happy spirits to tell me that it was not writ-
ten in vain! «Bressen ame Tne MErci-
FUL, ¥OR THEY SHALL OBTAIN MERCY.”
Mait. v. 7.
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