Eu'gene Byrd (84), a freshman split end seems to have gotten
quite a kick out of beating the eighth ranked Irish of Notre Dame.
See the story of MSU’s latest upset on page 10.
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down across nation

By CASSANDRA SPRATLING
State News Staff Writer

“I have two sons in high school. Every
night I ask them do they have any
homework. Almost every night they say
no. It makes me wonder what they're
teaching in schools these days.”

e mother talking is not the only one
wondering what they're teaching in schools
these days. The subject is one of increasing
concern to laymen and academicians alike,
and the latest report from the College
Entrance Examination Board (CEEB),
some §ay, is cause for alarm.

Though scores on the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) for MSU students remained
stable from 1974 to 1975, scores nationally
showed a dramatic decline between 1974
and 1975 in both the verbal and mathemati-
cal skills of college-bound students.

The average scores dropped 10 points
nationally in the verbal area and eight
points in the mathematical area, out of
possible totals of 800 in each. It was the
largest decline ever reported by the CEEB.

The scores of MSU freshmen on the SAT
had been steadily declining since 1969,
dropping the most dramatically in the
verbal area from 1971 to 1972 by 24 points.

MSU’s greatest drop in the mathematical
area occurred between 1970 and 1971 with
scores dropping 14 points.

In 1973, however, scores in both areas
jumped 10 points and remained at that level
in 1974.

Charles Seeley, MSU director of admis-
sions and scholarships, said one possible

Bl sent fake letters to Democrats

WASHINGTON (AP) — The FBI mailed
ny letters to top Michigan Democrats in
1965 effort to persuade them that
ialists had infiltrated the Young Demo-
s Club at Wayne State University,
ording to newly-disclosed FBI docu-
Ints.
he documents, made public Sunday, also
w that the FBI told Cleveland school
cials that a local music teacher was
I rlied to a Socialist Workers Party
vist,
he FBI claimed that the action promp-
the school board to fire the woman.
Ihe documents were released by the
itical Rights Defense Fund which Repre-
ts the Socialist Workers in a $27 million

menday

inside
_ The apple of Arkansas’ eyes
is also an MSU student. Yes,
Miss Arkansas, 1975 has
brought her charms north to
our fair campus. On page 3.

Contemporary literature
came alive at MSU this week-
em.i with “A Tribute to Jorge
Luis Borges,” one of the world's
greatest living writers of fiction
and fantasy, (John Barth was
here, to0.) On page 16.
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lawsuit accusing the FBI of unconstitutional
harassment and disruption of legitimate
political activity.

The FBI was required by a court order to
turn over the secret files to the party.

Many files in the latest batch provided to
the party describe acts undertaken as part
of the FBI's broad counterintelligence
programs, known as Cointelpro, against the
Socialist Workers and various political
militants on the right and left.

But some of the documents show that the
FBI was interviewing and keeping files on
party members in 1972 and 1973. The FBI
has said the formal Cointelpro operation
ended in April 1971.

The defense fund described the Michigan
incident as an attempt “to poison relations
between the Michigan Democratic party
and its youth affiliate” on the Detroit
campus.

The documents show that the Detroit
FBI office clipped news accounts from the
Wayne State newspaper reporting allega-
tions that the Young Socialist Alliance had
infiltrated the Young Democrats. One
report quoted YSA leader Jan Garrett as
denying there was any infiltration and
labeling the charge “completely ridiculous.”

But the Detroit FBI office won head-
quarters approval to mail copies of the
clippings and a phony letter, purportedly
from a Wayne State student, to the
Democratic State Central Committee and
six other state and city Democratic organi-
zations, the documents said.

The letter described the writer as a
member of the campus Young Republicans
who was complaining about alleged Social-
ist efforts to infiltrate the Young Republi-
cans as well as the Young Democrats.

In the Cleveland case the documents
show that Cleveland FBI agents learned
that an elementary school music teacher
hired on a probationary basis was married
to Rod Holt, chairman of the Ohio campaign

committee for the Socialist Workers Party's
1963 presidential candidate.

In a memo to FBI headquarters, the
Cleveland office noted that neither Holt nor
her husband was connected with the
Communist Party.

The Cleveland agents were authorized to
alert the school board to Holt's connection

to the Bocialist Workers “on a strictly
confidential basis” in April 1965.

Four months later, the Cleveland FBI
office told headquarters, “as a direct result
of the foregoing, the Cleveland Board of
Education definitely will not review Holt's
contract as a teacher in the Cleveland public
school system.”

Railroad fans witness
steam engine’s encore

By DENNIS O. BROWN
State News Staff Writer

Crying out like a newborn dinosaur, the
whistle of Pere Marquette Railway Steam
Engine 1225 blasted its echo around campus
Sunday for the first time since the engine
was brought to its berth on MSU’s Stadium
Road in 1957.

Sunday was the first time the 1225 had
fire in her belly since she was retired from
active duty in 1951.

With small clumps of railroad fans
gathered around and an occasional clot of
Nikon-breasted tourists passing by, the
Railroad Club spent Sunday getting the
bugs worked out of the boiler system of the
1225.

Working with homemade, improvised
and salvaged parts, the club crossed its
fingers and started the fire up in the 1225 at
about 4 a.m. Sunday. With a snort the iron
horse coughed up the first billow of black
smoke and the MSU Railroad Club finally
had a working train engine.

The firing of the coal-burning steam
engine marked the club’s initial step toward
getting the 1225 back on the road.

Zoning problems stalling
City Hall expansion plans

By ELLEN SPONSELLER
State News Staff Writer

The East Lansing Planning Commission is
delaying a preliminary step in the expansion
of City Hall until city administrators come
up with a more concrete plan for the
building. :

The city planning staff and planning
commission recommendations conflict on
how to zone the area immediately sur-
rounding and including City Hall, where an
eventual expansion of City Hall would most
likely take place.

The city planning staff has recommende(‘i'
a change from the “B - 1" code to a C
Community code. But the planning commis-
sion has recommended .that the “B - 1’
business zoning not be changed until a more
careful examination is done regarding City
Hall expansion.

Both groups have recommended that

another part of city - owned properties
around City Hall be changed from a “B - 1"
zone to an “R - 4" residential zone.

The area recommended to be rezoned “R -
4" includes the properties at 420 Abbott
Road; 419 and 420 Park Lane; and 407, 415
and 417 Grove St. The “R - 4" code would
restrict potential commercial growth in the
area.

The area the city planning staff is
recommending to be rezoned “C” includes
410, 414and 420 Abbott Road; 398, 310, 315,
416 and 418 Park Lane; 135 Linden St. and
401 and 405 Grove St.

The difference between a “B - 1" and “C”
zoning code is one of use. The “B - 1" zone
allows for general or professional office use
and other service commercial uses, inclu-
ding theaters, museums, banks, churches
and medical facilities.

(continued on page 12)

So far over $16,000 and three years' hard
labor have been donated by club ‘members
just to get the engine fired up. Club
members expect it will take at least another
$16,000 to get the 1225 trundling down the
tracks.

For the time being the 1225 is fenced in
and trapped on a short hunk of track next to
the athletic practice fields east of South
Complex, but the railroad clubbers hope to
liberate her from this prison.

“Next year we want to get her running
and get some track laid behind her to get
back out to the main lines,” Aarne Frobom,
Railroad Club president, said. “Eventually
we'd like to haul excursion trains through-
out the Midwest.

“The club might offer weekend trips to
someplace like Chicago or get up a trip to
one of the away football games.”

The original donation of the engine itself
was arranged by Forest Akers while he was
an MSU trustee in 1957, Frobom said.
According to Railroad Club legend, former
MSU President John Hannah and other
administrators were not thrilled by the idea
but one day the engine was just there, so
railroad buff Akers got his wish.

Two of the key individuals guiding the
rebuilding of the 1225 were Sam Chidester
and Herschel Christenson, retired railroad
men with over 95 years experience on the
railroads between them.

“As an engineer I had this same model of
engine out from '41 to '44 when it was a hot
shot,” Chidester said. “Herschel was a
roundhouse foreman for these engines
when he ran the repair yards over by Grand
Rapids."”

“When this train was running it used to
pass by just south of here on the Grand
Rapids-to-Detroit run,” Christenson said.

To Sam Williams, a retired worker of 30
years on the rails, who drove up from
Detroit to see the 1225 fired up, the sounds
of a steam engine are music to the ears.

“A steam train ain't like no diesel that
goes rumbling by in the night,” Williams
said. “I don't care how asleep you be, when
you hear that whistle and the stack you
gonna get up and see where it coming
from.”

All the students who were roused at 8
a.m. Sunday by the first blast of the whistle
ripping across campus can attest to that.
Unfortunately, their view of it was a little
less complimentary than Williams.’

explanation for the scores of MSU freshmen
remaining stable while the scores dropped
dramatically nationally may be that stu-
dents who plan to enter MSU can take
either the SAT or American College
Testing Program (ACT), and most opt for
the ACT.

The ACT is chosen by most in-state
students because it is the only one required
by the Michigan Higher Education Assis-
tance Authority in order to qualify for the
Michigan Competitive Scholarship.

“The fact that many of our students are
not taking the SAT may have something to
do with it,” Seely said. “But I really don't
know.”

A recent edition of the Chronicle of
Higher Education, however stated that the
ACT scores show similar patterns of
decline.

And MSU's own freshman evaluation
tests, The MSU Placement Tests, also show
a steady decline in scores in both the
reading and mathematical area. Thus the
number of freshmen required to enroll in
the remedial English, arithmetic and natur-
al science courses is increasing.

About 8.5 per cent of the students who
took the examination test in the 1973
orientation program were required to take
an ATL 101 course. Of the students who
took the tests at the 1975 summer
orientation program 10.8 per cent were
required to enroll in the remedial course.

Of those same students in 1973, 8.6 per
cent were required to enroll in a remedial
math course. In 1975 that number
increased to 11 per cent.

The drop in test scores does not seem to
limit itself to any one particular group of
students.

“When ATL 101 was first developed
people seemed to have a strong ethnic
identity,” said Charles Eberly, associate
professor of evaluation services. “But I
don’t think you could walk into any ATL 101
class today and say that most people are
from a particular ethnic background.”

Wilbur Brookover, professor of sociology,
seemed to agree. “The schools just aren't
doing as good a job as they used to,” he said.
“I mean many schools that are predomi-
nantly middle class as well as schoolsin the
large urban areas just aren't doing as well

as they formerly did.” ‘
There is also a reported increase in the

number of students taking advantage of

such improvement services as the Learning

(continued on page 13)

Brody students
band to fight
SWU tactics

By MICHELE BURGEN
State News Staff Writer

A group of more than 30 student employes
in the Brody Complex cafeterias banded
together last week in what appears to be a
student movement against the Student
Workers Union (SWU).

A delegation of six people presented to the
State News Friday a list of signatures of 33
Brody cafeteria workers who say they are
against SWU's policies and practices.

Spokesmen for the anti - SWU group say
the union does not represent student
workers' interests.

“We don’'t want this group (SWU) to
represent us,” Bob Dobbink, B - 108 Bryan
Hall, said Sunday. “They represent only
themselves.”

Dobbink, Brenda Parker, B - 203 Rather
Hall, and Kerry Cole, 217 Butterfield Hall,
say their anti - SWU organization formed as
aresult of a SWU protest in Brody cafeterias
last week in which the union encouraged
students not to bus their own dishes and
trays. That action was in objection to what
SWU said was a loss of student jobs when
the University decided to end the practice of
hiring student workers to bus trays.

Several students, calling themselves
Independent Student Employes Against the
SWU, passed out leaflets at noon on Friday
to students eating in Brody cafeterias,
asking them to bus their trays. The move
was a direct counteraction to the SWU
campaign that began the day before.

(continued on page 13)

SN photo/Craig Porter
Clanging brass bells, steam spitting whistles and whooshing
smokestacks all add together to make a railroader smile. Smiles
were abundant Sunday as the hopeful Casey Joneses of the MSU
Railroad Club got up steam from the fire in the belly of the 1225.
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Berrigan arrested for painting

EAST HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Philip Berrigan, who until
a month ago had to report to a parole officer in connection
with a prison term for destroying draft records, was arrested
Saturday on charges of spraying red paint on military planes.

The antiwar activist and 21 other persons were arrested
after the incident at an aircraft display commemorating Pratt
& Whitney's 50th anniversary, officials said.

Charges against the 22 included criminal mischief,
criminal trespass and disorderly conduct, police said.
Berrigan was-charged with.all three and his bond was $200,
they added.

Hundreds of spectators watched as the demonstrators

. defaced at least four planes by spraying "death” in red on
the outside and pouring what they claimed was human blood
in the cockpits.

Political prisoners released

DACCA, Bangladesh (AP) — The Bangladesh govern-

CIA assassination plots

WASHINGTON (AP) - There
were both plots and attempts
on the life of Cuban Premier
Fidel Castro during three
American presidencies, the
chairman of the Senate intelli-
gence committee said Sunday.

Sen. Frank Church, D
Idaho, said on ABC's “Issues
and Answers” that former
Central Intelligence Director
Richard Helms told his com-
mittee in secret testimony that
there had been attempts on
Castro's life.

“When this report comes out
you will find both plots and
attempts and they span many,
years. They span the years
from the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower administration through
the John F. Kennedy adminis-
tration and into the Lyndon B.
Johnson administration,”
Church said.

But Church said his commit-
tee had not been able to find
any hard evidence that any of
the presidents were aware of
the plots or attempts on Castro.

Church said his committee
will recommend a law prohibit-
ing such assassination attempts
which, he said, apparently are
not illegal under American law.

Asked whether he felt there
could be prosecutions of any
CIA personnel for other activi-
ties of the past which violated
law, Church said the Justice
Department is looking into this
matter.

But earlier on CBS's “Face
the Nation” Central intelligence
Director William E. Colby said
he didn't feel any agency em-
ployes would be convicted for
past activities.

A jury, he said, would un-
doubtedly take into consider-
ation the circumstances and
intent of the actions.

Asked if reports that the
total cost of the nation's intelli-
gence gathering is about $6
billion a year are true, Church

said that figure is “in the
ballpark.”

He said his committee is
seeking a means to make public

U.S. oilmen

the exact cost of the nation’s
intelligence gathering.

And questioned about a
charge by Sen. Barry Gold-
water, R - Ariz, that the
committee is soft pedaling
Kennedy involvement in for-
eign  assassination  plots,
Church said there is no basis to
the charge.

In his appearance, Colby said
that when Rep. Otis Pike
challenged the CIA to name one
time it had warned the nation of
possible attack he had appar-
ently forgotten the Cuban mis-
sile crisis.

Colby, appearing on CBS’
“Face the Nation,” repeated his
disagreement with the state-
ment by Pike last week that the
intelligence community would
not be able to warn the nation
of impending attack because

the information would not get
passed through the upper lev-
els.

The reason the CIA was
created, Colby said, was to
coordinate the information col-

reach

fields

lected by various agencies and
to fit together the pieces of the
puzzle.

Pike, who heads the House
intelligence committee, had
noted that the CIA erred in its
prediction there would be no
Middle East war in 1973.

Colby responded that the
agency did make a mistake in
that case but noted that the
CIA doesn’t operate a crystal
ball.

Colby called for responsibil-
ity in the investigations of the
CIA, saying that there must be
a decision “between sensation

and safety, between publicity

and protection.”

Asked about covert opera-
tions on his broadcast appear-
ance, Colby said the aggency is
in compliance with the law
passed last year requiring that
actions beyond intelligence
gathering by approved by the
president and reported to six
congressional committees.

Colby was also asked about
reports of previous agency
plans to assassinate foreign
leaders but he declined to
discuss this beyond saying that
he had turned down such
proposals and had issued a

Monday, October 6

ATre(

directive that sych Prag
would not be SuUpporteq
condoned. 1
He praised the Seny,
investigating his agency fop
security with classifieq
ial and said a compropjg .
been reached with the Ho,
committee on simila iteng
There may be some indivig
leaks, however, he said, p
Colby also said he feely 3
unlikely that any agency g
ployes will be convieteq g
violations of the law. A jyyy
said, would undoubtedly e.“
sider the circumstance and g

ichig:

By JAM
te New

pom by]

juana affected soldier's per-

intent of the individua)'s actioy

1974 Army study finds

pot has no mental effed

“Sure,
you're th

WASHINGTON (AP) to be th

Gaining weight may be the only
significant effect of smoking
marijuana occasionally, accord-
ing to an Army study.

A report on the study, con-
ducted from April to August of
last year to determine if mari-

for money reinforcement whey
they smoked a large numbe f
marijuana cigarettes."

The study said that followiy
days of heavy marijuana Ustgy
there was some dose-rely :
decline in performance, by i
commented that this was "oy
bably not biologically sig;

formance, was made public ficant.”

Israeli petro

CAIRO (AP) - American oil-
men arrived Sunday at the site
of three oilfields that Israel has
promised to return to Egypt
under terms of the new Sinai
accord.

The three representatives of
Mobil Qil Co. were “well re-
ceived by the Israelis” at the
Sudr wells, a spokesman for the
UN Emergency Force in the
Sinai buffer zone said. Six UN
escorts accompanied them.

In Jerusalem, Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin reaffirmed Israel
would delay its official with-
drawal until the U.S. Congress
approves sending Americans to
man surveillance posts in the
Sinai.

Despite earlier reports that
the Americans would actually
take over the fields, it appeared
Sunday they would merely
prepare for a later transfer
from Israel to Egypt. Israeli
officials said they had permit-
ted the American technicians to

Sunday by the National Organi-
zation for the Reform of Mari-
juana Laws (NORML), which
obtained it in a freedom of
information suit.

“No evidence was obtained
that marijuana produces any
significant adverse effect on
cognitive or neurological func-
tion,” the report stated.

It was prepared by Dr. J.H.
Mendelson of Harvard Medical
School at MecLean Hospital
Research Center in Belmont,
Mass., and cost $382,291.

The summary of the report
which the army released by
NORML said both heavy and
casual users were studied and
“most subjects showed no im-
pairment in motivation to work

ment announced Saturday it has released 1,000 political
prisoners, commuted all pending death sentences and
granted amnesty to certain classes of prisoners.

The announcement on political prisoners followed
President Khondaokar Mushtaque Ahmed's declaration
Friday that full political activities will be restored next year.

The government, however, did not say how many political
prisoners remained in custody, how many pending death
sentences there were or what categories of crimes were
covered by the amnesty.

Ahmed had declared all political activities illegal after he
came to power on Aug. 15 in a coup in which former
President Moujibur Rhaman was killed.

The president, in a broadcast to the nation Friday, said the
government will restore the right to form political parties on
Aug. 15, 1976, and set elections for Feb. 28, 1977.

fields until they were lost to
Israel in the 1967 Mideast War.

Sudr is one of three oilfields
on the eastern shores of the
Gulf of Suez 75 miles north of
the main complex of Abu
Rudeis. These fields produce
38,000 barrels of oil a day.

Egyptian oilmen will move in
to operate the fields only after
Israel fully signs the Sinai
accord following the U.S. Con-
gress' expected approval of
stationing American civilians at
early warning stations in the
Mitla and Gidi passes. Con-
gress is expected to take final
action this week.

Egyptian authorities would
not allow foreign corespondents
to go with the American oilmen
into the Sinai.

Mobil sources and other
Egyptian oil sources had said
earlier the three Americans
would actually take over the
wells Sunday and that formali-
ties would be completed within
30 to 40 days.

But Israeli reports said the
technicians would only inspect
and check the plan for the
turnover.

The Israelis are to withdraw
from the southern sector fields
of Abu Rudeis, Sidri, Balayim
and offshore areas after
mid-November, Egyptian oil

sources said.

These fields — producing
70,000 barrels of oil a day — will

« be handed over to the Italian
state oil company ENI, which
operates them with Egypt un-
der a joint venture.

With the loss of the Sinai oil,

Vietnam blasts refugees return

Israel did not sign the Sinai
agreement negotiated by Se-
cretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger but only initialed it
last month in Geneva.

TOKYO (AP) — South Vietnam has “"condemned’ the
United States for planning to repatriate 1,600 Vietnamese
réfugees without Saigon's consent, a Hanoi broadcast
rgported Sunday.

Quoting Saigon’s Giai Phong press agency, the broadcast
said: "To give permission for the Vietnamese to return is the
sovereign right of Vietnam and the United States has no right
to force the matter."”

“Exactly when the actual
takeover of the northern fields
will take place is still unclear” a
well-informed Mobil Oil source

The spokesman said many of the Vietnamese fled their
homeland "because the United States had purposely
distorted the new government's policies and spread rumors
of a "bloodbath.”

The South Vietnamese government will study applications
for repatriation carefully and will make appropriate

move onto the site under a
“mutual understanding” and
not as part of the Sinai agree-
ment.

Mobil Oil was the partner of
the Egyptian General Petrol-
eum Co. in the operation of the

said, “but the fact that our
technicians will be on the spot
indicates that all concerned
want to make the agreement
work."”

Israel will have no other do-
mestic oil source and is asking
Washington for an annual allo-
cation of $350 million or more,
to buy replacement fuel.
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Stragglers leave Angola city

GERALDH. COY, GENERAL MANAGER

/7 00
ROBERT L. BULLARD, SALES MANAGER

LUANDA, Angola (AP) — Nova Lisboa, Angola's second
largest city, was a virtual ghost town Saturday as the last
stragglers of an estimated 100,000 white refugees prepared
to flee the fighting between rival African liberation groups.

Portuguese troops were also pulling out of the Nova
Lisboa plateau area, once heavily European, and flying to
Luanda, the coastal capital. Whites are soon expected to
begin evacuating Luanda.

All food shops and most other businesses were closed.
Only about 20 whites remained in the once bustling city.
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Poor grain harvest reported

MOSCOW (AP) — Preliminary reports on a poor grain
harvest in the Ukraine tended Sunday to confirm Western
estimates of a total Soviet crop about 40 million metric tons
below planned totals.

In the first authoritative harvest figures given out by the
Soviets this year, the Ukranian Communist party chief said
the average harvest for the five years now ending would be
40 million metric tons a year. Calculations show that would
mean a Ukranian harvest of only about 33.6 million tons this
year, just slightly above the disastrous year of 1972,

A metric ton is 2,200 pounds.

The Ukraine, traditional breadbasket of the Soviet Union,
now accounts for about 20 per cent of the total Soviet grain
harvest.

The Soviet grain plan this year calls for 215 million tons for
the entire country. But with the impact of drought, Western
experts have steadily lowered estimates of the Soviet crop
to only 175 million tons.

o Nat Sci... All Terms

* Hum....All Terms

* Soc....201,202, 203,211,213

* Math....111,112,113,108, 109
eStat...315

*Econ...200,201

® Chem...141,130,131

* Physics....237,238,239,287,288, 269

All Basic College Waivers

Irish execution deadline passes

DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — The deadline for the threatened
execution of a kidnaped Dutch industrialist passed Sunday
without word from his captors, and the Irish government
declared it will not issue a reward for information.

The kidnapers of Tiede Herrema, 53, a steel plant
executive seized Friday in Limerick, had said they would
shoot him in 48 hours unless the government freed three
guerrillas of the Irish Republic Army.

The two men-and a woman are in jail for offenses in the
movement to end British rule in Northern Ireland and unite
the province with the Irish Republic.

Police in Limerick said they believed Herrema was being
held somewhere within a 50 - mile radius of that city on the
Shannon River in the west of Ireland. Dublin police
speculated that the deadline may have been extended.
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* “No significant changes we
observed in a large series
physical and laboratory asse
ments  following  marijuy
smoking," said the study.
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PHE CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE FOR CABL E COMMUNICATIONS PRESENTS

EAST LANSING

A voter oriented program. A chance to discuss the issues with your candidates,
Openly. Honestly. Directly. While they're on the air. The phone number is

It's one of the things television can do for a comimunity — and with it.

C ACCESS TELEVISION
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By JAMIE CONROY

te News Staff Writer

he age of 18, you would
a woman could go to the
pom by herself.

e 7™
i -

L% 9

“Sure, You're exploited wh'en
you're there, but it's your choice

to be there.”

But assistance to and from
the bathroom is only one of
many security measures that a
Miss U.S.A. contestant be-
comes accustomed to — as MSU

)

a winner.”

student Robin Fields, the cur-

rent Miss
covered.

Arkansas,

dis-

The glossy-haired and blue-
eyed Fields, a freshman who

“There’s no way you can be
defeated because you're already

lives in East Wilson Hall,
mentioned the screened incom-
ing phone calls, the 24-hour
guards and the chaperones as if
they were ordinary fixtures in

.. They didn't eat much so

their stomachs wouldn't stick
out during the swim suit compe-
tition. "

ight receptionists lead a rough life—especially on weekends.
pr instance, one receptionist who was working in the East
s Hall lobby was summoned to the door about 2:30 Saturday
ning. He asked to see the identification card of the man at the
—standard operating procedure among receptionists.
owever, he found that a person never can tell what will offend
eone else. When the receptionist opened the door to get a
er look at the man’s ID card, the man hit him on the side of the

i, The man fled before police were called.
* k&

her traditional weekend festivities saw a pizza delivery
—always a favorite target of the fun-loving crowd—robbed of

pza late Saturday evening.

e robbery, which occurred in front of Holmes Hall, was
arkable because the thieves were unarmed and did not assault

delivery man.

owever, such a robbery can still be classified as a felony,” one
e spokesman said. “Anybody caught doing something" like
could get in more trouble than they ever bargained on.
LE R
other MSU student, his sense of civic pride heightened
pugh a generous intake of alcohol, decided to do his part to

ehend vicious escaped cows.

he man told Meridian Township police that he saw the cows
prting in the cornfield on Hagadorn Road near Mt. Hope Road
flay night. Deciding that cows are too fleet to be stalked on
, the man chose to use less subtle means of chasing them.

e drove his car into, through and around the cornfield but he

er found the cows.

U officials were not impressed with the man's civic pride,
ever, and will seek restitution for the damage he caused to the

>,
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The Vehicle-Bicycle Office will be located in the new Dept. of
Public Safety Building, starting Tuesday.

That office will be one of the last to vacate the old quonset huts
in favor of the new DPS facility on Red Cedar Road. The office is
used to register bicycles and cars and to obtain campus driving

permits.

car wheels and tires.

LE R

The 17-year-old girl who shot herself in the abdomen Thursday
afternoon remains in good condition at Lansing Sparrow Hospital.

The girl shot herself as police and her father attempted to
persuade her to give up her gun in front of a house on Evergreen
Street. She had been distraught before the shooting.

* % %

MSU hospitality will be world-famous—and illegal—if a trend
started by a student Sunday morning catches on.

The student was entertaining three out-of-town friends and
apparently enjoying their company so much that he decided to
present them with tokens of his affection.

While showing the strangers around campus, he made a stop at
Lot O, exhorting his friends to join in and help themselves to some

The four jacked up a car and were removing the wheels when

police arrived at about 1:30 a.m.

Hall cafeteria.

* %ok

If somebody offers to sell you aIive foot umbrella plant that has
a faint smell of French dip, beware. It may be hot.

That doesn’t mean it will be the proverbial burning bush. It
means that plant and two smaller ones were stolen from the Shaw

The plants were stolen late Friday night or early Saturday
morning. They are valued at about $70.
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Rover Men's
and Women's
earth type shoes

NOW °19”

WERE °30

LADIES WINTER BOOTS

20°5 orF

on many styles
GREAT SAVINGS!

Men's and Women's FAMOUS BRAND NAME SHOES
BASS, DEXTER, VERDE, BORT, CARLETON etc. SHOES

EAST LANSING'S ONLY DISCOUNT SHOE STORE

open Thurs. til 9

any hotel. She laughs about it
and realized such precautions
are necessary to keep men with

shady intentions from harass-

ing the contestants.

And Fields does not fit any
traditional beauty queen ster-
eotype.

She is an easy-to-talk-to,
articulate woman who seems to
take things in stride.

The two week stay in Ni-
agara Falls, where the Miss
US.A. pageant is held, was
fast-paced, hectic and mind-
boggling. But it was an event
that Fields wants to keep with
her as “a growing experience.”

Not only is the entire inci-
dent a “growing experience,”
but it is also a 24-hour display
job that requires contestants to
be all that is virtuous. Every-
one expects a certain image
from a Southern beauty queen,
Fields said. A nice smile, a
twinkle in the eye and, a word
that is almost synonymous with
Miss U.S.A., wholesome.

“People expect more from
you than you can live up to,”
Fields said. “They want you to
look your best at all times, but
don’t run around. And keep the
wholesome smile.”

Though some women might
pack their bags and run scream-
ing from Niagara Falls at the
thought of being considered a
live Barbie doll, Fields reaped
many worthwhile benefits from
her pageant experience.

Charity benefits, speeches
for the Rotary and Lions Club
are all part of a personal
appearance contract that adds
up to “exposure you couldn’t
get in a normal lifetime,” Fields
said.

“Your confidence is built up
s0 you can push yourself more,”
she said. “Sure, you're ex-
ploited when you're there, but
it's your choice to be there.”

To insure that she is beauti-
ful while being exploited, Fields
rose every morning at 6 a.m. to
do her hair.
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SU student reigning as Miss Arkansas

“You have to look perfect all
day, but I didn’t mind,” she
said.

“Some girls get run down,
though. They didn’t eat much
so their stomachs wouldn't
stick out during the swim suit
competition,”

For the contestants, the days

and nights blended together to
become a blur of activities that
didn’t end until 2 a.m.
“Everyday, we had three
hour rehearsals for a big song
and dance production of ‘This
Land is Your Land!'," Fields
said. “The people we worked
(continued on page 12)

Group asks for funds

for fighting rent control

By RALPH FRAMMOLINO
State News Staff Writer

A newly organized political
group opposing the rent-control
proposal is asking for funds
from the rental-property own-
ers of East Lansing.

In a letter dated September
29, sent out by the Citizens For
Better Housing (CBH), proper-
ty owners are asked to donate
to the organization for the
purpose of informing the public
about the ramifications of the
rent-control proposal which will
appear on the November 4
ballot.

The first sentence of the
letter reads — “Trouble is on
the way. The trouble is rent
control.”

The letter continues to enum-
erate the heartaches of the
rent-control proposal for land-
lords, including the power of
the Rental Control Board. The
board would be empowered to

set a maximum monthly rent
for all controlled units.

The letter also warns the
property owners that the base
rents for apartments would go
down to 1973 levels and that a
rental increase .of “only 5 per
cent” will be allowed.

“Don’t under-rate the appeal
of this bill to the voters,” the
letter states. “Price controls on
rent have a huge voter appeal.
It will take a thorough program
of advertising and public rela-
tions to show the voters the
true facts about the rent con-
trol bill.”

The group registered Oct. 2
with the Ingham County
Clerk’s office to gain rights on
its name.

Jane Schoneman, co-chair-
person of CBH, of 200 Milford,
said that though CBH is solicit-
ing funds, it does not really
have a definite “platform” ex-
cept the stand against rent-

PIRGIM....

OFFERS YOU THE CHANCE
OF A LIFETIME!

OPEN MEETING

control.

Arthur Kline, co-chairman
for CBH, said that the organiza-
tion does not have a plan on
how to distribute money after
they receive their contribu-
tions.

“You can't make a program
for spending money if you don’t
have money to spend,” he said.

Schoneman said that CBH is
in no way affiliated with the
East Lansing Landlords Assoc.

But Stephen Blethen, 1514 N.
Harrison Rd., president of the
East Lansing Landlord Assoc.,
said he will serve the CBH in an
advisory role.

Blethen also said that in an
East Lansing Landlord meeting
Thursday night, he told the
group about CBH and encour-
aged their support of the or-
ganization.

Blethen was the person re-
sponsible for registering the
CBH at the County Clerk office.

For all students interested in working

on the f()llowing projects:

— Nuclear transport bill
— Food price survey

— Quality of bike locks
— Tax assessments

— Affirmative action

— Returnable bottle bill

— Guide to housing

— Licensing and regulation

AND OTHER PROJECTS. EVERYONE INVITED.
JOIN US MONDAY, OCTOBER 6 AT ROOM 335 UNION
OR WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8 ROOM C-103 WELLS AT 7:00 P.M.

VisiT OUR
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Miss J's leading the
leather life with a soft,
roomy shoulder bag
zip-closure and three
outer slip-lock pockets. A

natural addition to your fall

wardrobe. 9%''x9%""

wins, | hop

Jacobson's

open thursday and friday nights until nine
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opinion

ASMSU Great Issues program inadequate

At the very core of the original
conception of the University is the
idea that certain cultural, ' social
and educational activities must be

programs which an academic com-

munity of its size demands.

For example, last year Great
Mandel-

Issues sponsored Al

The MSU offerings appear even
more embarrassing when you
examine the plans currently in the

applied for the job this year.

staff of twelve.

At Indiana, a staff of thirty work
on a similar program; at U of M, a
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making for this year. U of M has
scheduled Alvin Toffler, author of
Future Shock; R.D. Laing, a noted
author and psychologist; Nicholas
Johnson, former head of the
Federal Communications Commis-

provided outside the classroom to
round out the in - class exper-
iences.

Great Issues, a division of
ASMSU, is an example of one such

gely |
hsidie:
entive

stamm, a former MSU economics
professor; a forum on the Kennedy
assassination, and a lecture by
Richard Ben - Veniste, an assistant
Watergate prosecutor.

Our budget of $2,700 is pitifully
inadequate when compared with U
of M's $6,000, Duke's $7,500,
Wisconsin’s $10,000 or Indiana’s
$13,500.

program which has deteriorated
from its original intention to a sad
state, indeed.

Great Issues has the responsibi-
lity of scheduling lectures and
issue forums of current interest to
the MSU community. It operates
on a yearly budget of $2,700, a
figure last year's director calls
“adequate.”

However, the recent years have
shown that Great Issues has failed
to provide MSU with the types of

During the same period, Indiana
University, a school of comparable
size, sponsored lectures by F. Lee
Bailey, Truman Capote, Art Buch-
wald, Gene Rodenberry and Dr.
Robert Paine of the New York
Zoological Society.

Duke Univeristy, much smaller

than MSU, hosted Hunter Thomp-
son, Cesar Chavez, William F.
Buckley and Zhores Medvedev, a
noted dissident of the Russian
scientific community.

Union Board needed

Certain cultural and social pro-
grams needed at an institution of
the size and sophistication of MSU
are suffering from disorganization

and from inadequate funding from
ASMSU.

Programs such as Showcase
Jazz, the Player’s Gallery and
Four Corner’s Coffeehouse receive
a few hundred dollars annually
from ASMSU and must literally
beg, sometimes outside the Uni-
versity, for additional funds to
sustain them.

attention or funds with the other
political and social concerns of the
student government.

The creation of a centralized

Union Board, independently finan-
ced by a student entertainment
tax, seems to offer the best hope
for a long - term solution to the
problem of this insufficient fund-
ing.

Such a board would help to

create a center for these services
and allow students easy access to

and knowledge of the cultural and

Even the more established pro-
grams like Great Issues and Pop
Entertainment that are part of the
ASMSU cabinet must compete for

social life of the university.

It could provide a larger finan-

cial base for the improvement and
expansion of these programs.

sion; Jonathon Kozol, a noted
educator, and political figures

Julian Bond and Shirley Chisholm.

Great Issues has failed to

schedule even one speaker.

The problems it faces in catching
up are many.

The most noticeable is a lack of

student volunteers willing to get
Great Issues off the ground.
Former director Steve Findlay ran
the Great Issues program single -
handedly last year and no one has

But any hope of increased
funding dims when one realizes
that as long as Great Issues is a
part of ASMSU it must compete
for its money with the special
interests which currently domin-
ate the budget and time of the
organization.

A university with the size and
stature of MSU cannot afford to
allow essential programs like
Great Issues to wallow in their
present embarrassing state.

for improved events

It would separate such pro-

grams from the political concerns
which
ASMSU, and
receive the attention they de-
serve,

necessarily  dominate

insure that they

A centralized Union Board could

help to integrate the various
groups and academic departmerits
on campus, involving them in
programs, and helping them to
arrange their own specific activi-
ties.

Such a system has proven itself

successful at Duke and Indiana

universities, and the University of
Michigan.

Such a long - term solution

deserves attention, but for the

present there are immediate ac-
tions which should be taken:

*Each group should seek addi-
tional and adequate funding from
ASMSU to insure continuation and
expansion of existing programs.

*ASMSU should re - examine its
budget priorities and weed out
those special interests which cur-
rently drain time and resources
needlessly.

Student government, by its
very nature, will necessarily gra-
vitate towards political issues.
Care should be taken by ASMSU
that this preoccupation doesn't
ignore the woes of the cultural and
social programs here at MSU.

...........................

Bruce Ray Walker
Michael McConnell

Mary Ann ChickShaw
Carol Klose

MargoPalarchio.......................
opinions of the State News. Viewpoints, columns

Editorials are the
letters are personal opinions.

Sugar cubes, mail,

and national survival

I came home the other night from work,
and I saw a man sitting on my stoop
steaming open my mail.

“Hey, what the heck are you doing?" 1
demanded.

He took out his wallet and flashed a card.
“I'm from the CIA. I'm just checking to see
if you're getting any letters from the Iron
Curtain countries.”

“You're not supposed to open people’s
mail,” I said. “That's illegal.”

He looked at me and said, “Sometimes in
this business you have to do illegal things to
save a legal democratic form of govern-
ment. We have to know who is planning to
overthrow our institutions. We don't like it.
But the other side is playing hardball.”

“But what's that got to do with my mail?
And why are you steaming open a letter
from my mother-in-law?”

“How do we know it's from your
mother-in-law?”

“It says so right on the envelope,”
protested.

“Aha, you say it's from your mother-in-
law, but we know the other side always
corresponds with its agents through a
mother-in-law.”

“But you're violating my constitutional
rights,” I protested.

“If it weren't for us and our vigilance you
wouldn't have any constitutional rights.
Just how long would this country’s form of
government last if we didn't violate the law
in the name of national security?”

Just then a man walked up to the house
carrying a ladder.

“Who the hell are you?" I said angrily.

He took out his wallet and showed it to
me. “FBL,” he said.

“What took you so long?”" I asked him.
“Listen, I want you to arrest this man for
opening up my mail.”

“I can’t do that,” he said, setting up his
ladder so it would reach the second-story
bedroom window.

“Why not?”

“I'was sent here to break into your house
and find out if you're trying to overthrow
the government by force.”

“Do you have a search warrant?” I asked.

“Nope, that's why I have to break into
your house. Hand me that black bag with
my burglar’s tools in it, please.”

“Who gave you the legal right to break
into my house?”

“It’s not exactly a legal right. You could
call it a precedent. J. Edgar Hoover, may
he rest in peace, decided the law was too
soft on revolutionaires. So in order to
preserve the justice system in this country,
which the Commies and Fascists would take
away from us, he authorized us to break
into people’s homes.”

“But you're supposed to uphold the law,
not break it.”

He replied as he started to climb the
ladder with his black bag, “We can never
have law and order in this country if federal
enforcement agencies have to obey all the
laws. Now if you'll excuse me, I have work
to do.”

I turned to the CIA man who was
steaming open my junk mail,

“That,” I said, “I don’t mind you doing.”

At that moment a U.S. Army staff car
drove up, and a colonel with the insignia of
the medical corps got out.

“Hi, there,” he said, sticking out his hand.
“We're conducting a little experiment in
the neighborhood, and we were wondering
if you would mind helping your country.”

“What do you want me to do?” I asked.

“Just eat one of these sugar cubes.”

“What's on it? I asked suspiciously.

“Oh, we can't tell you that. It would ruin
the experiment. But I assure you, the

“Hi, there,” he said, sticking
out his hand. “We're conduct-
ing a little experiment in the
neighborhood, and we were
wondering of you would mind
helping your country.”

knowledge we gain from you eating this
sugar cube will help us defend this great
nation of ours from all enemies, domestic
and foreign.”

“If I eat your sugar cube, will you get the
CIA to stop reading my mail and the FBI to
stop breaking into my house?”

The colonel smiled. “Possibly. But then
again after you eat the sugar cube, you
might not really care.”

Los Angeles Times

VIEWPOINT:

VIEWPOINT: CAMPAIGN REFORM

Ford’s travels avoid spending limits

By Gary Mitchell

The recent assasination attempts on
President Ford's life were too close for
comfort. These acts of violence, or any
other act of violence, are apalling. Certainly
no one (in their right mind) wishes any
harm to a U.S. President. I am grateful
that the President was unharmed. How-
ever, there is something the President
should be criticized for. With more than a
year before election, Ford is currently
spending about 75% of his time campaign-
ing around the country at taxpayers’
expense. It is true that every Americanhas
the right to travel freely across our
country. But the trips are not free — they
are political, they cost a bundle and
millions of Americans (including myself) are
picking up the tabs.

Mr. Ford claims he only wants to meet

GRADUATION

and talk with the American people, as he

flies constantly from one state to another. ’

This, of course, is a rather simple response.
The hard core reality is that Ford is seeking
election to the highest office in the land.
What could be a easier way of getting
nominated and defeating your opposition
then by writing off all your expenses? It is
all too clear he wants to win this one at
any ‘“cost.”

The new political reform act, passed by
Congress and signed reluctantly by the
President, was intended to curb the abuses
of Watergate type campaigning.  The
reforms have been effective in certain ways
but if the FEC (Federal Election Commis-
sion) allows Fordto continue writing off his
expenses as “non-political” the reform act is
worthless. According to law, all announced
presidential candidates are given a limited

number of expenditures. Ford, hai
already officially announced his candida
falls under his guidelines. Unfortunat)
the FEC refuses to enforce these reg
tions and the President chooses to g
them.

The incumbent President has a trend
dous amount of power, including free acd
to the media. No other public official
such privileges. If we want “true refon
it is time for the FEC to begin using
power and keep the President in che
The President should also take it up
himself to act within the spirit of
reform. It would also be nice to see
Jerry” act like Mr, Clean again, instead
political animal.

Gary Mitchell is a senior in telecomm
cation.,

653136 brings fond memories

Michigan State University.

Say it over and over to yourself.
Michigan State. Michigan State. It's more
than just words. It's a feeling; awe,
gratitude, amazement at ever being a part
of such an institution. It's where you've
spent the most important years of your life.

To some, it's peace, grandeur, beauty. To
others, merely a milestone to hurdle and
overcome, a stepping-stone to bigger and
better things in life. To others, a grind, a
very hard task. For some, it's a place for
some mean parties and pranks. It means
books, classes and studying to everyone.
To everyone, it's also very big and
sometimes impersonal.

But no matter what your feelings for
good old MSU, when the big day comes, the
time of caps and gowns, diplomas and
leaving the friends you've made over the
years spent in dorms, apartments, frats and
sororities, it becomes very hard to leave.

You may be one that cussed the system
that made you a number, worked you hard
in studies, and sometimes, you felt, failed to
give you a fair shake. But when that great
getting-up day arrives, and there’s no
turning back to what was or what might
have been, a lump forms where youre
supposed to swallow and it seems someone
left your window open during the night
and butterflies have all decided to migrate
to your stomach.

That's what it feels like for me, a senior
graduating at the end of this fall term, and
it’s only the beginning of the term. It's
bound to get worse as the term progresses.
But I also know that I'm not the only person

sitting afloat in the graduaton boat. I'm
going to be joined by a lot of other people,
and we'll all be together in our hopes that
the boat doesn't sink.

This isn't to suggest that graduating
seniors are afraid to graduate. After all,
that's what it is all about, Get your
education and get ready to earn your living,
to make a go of it in the “real” world. That’s
why you're here, to graduate. But like any
new venture, it's a little hard to do, to leave
the security that you've found for yourself,

It's like a child being born; first crawling
out of the crib; your first steps; grade
school; high school; going to college. You
want to do it, you need to do it, but that
doesn't change the fact that it’s hard,

And when you have graduated and are
working in the world for which you've
prepared yourself for so long, you will look
back to your days here at good old MSU.

And no matter how you may have felt
about your stay here while you were
here, chances are the only things you'l

Column earns disgust

It was with great sadness, and disgust,
that we read Mr. B.R. Walker's article on
the opinion page of last Friday's State News.
Mr. Walker does end with a statement with
which we can agree, in an open society
individual diverse opinions should be both
encouraged and debated. It is unfortunate
that some would seek to abuse this privilege
by seriously communicating ideas that run
counter to such an open society. The lack of
maturity exhibited by Mr. Walker's friend,
and apparently concurred with by Mr.

Walker himself, cannot 80 unanswered, We
can only hope that these views are those of a
small group of students who have not as yet
been exposed to the very serious issues
raised by the movement to redefine sex roles
in this country.

B.R. Walker and company suggest that all
women are naturally suited for a particular
role, that of housewife and mother. In so
doing they narrow that role to one of sexual
and domestic servitude. Why is it the
University's responsibility to educate only

remember are the good times. The stuf
with friends, the sports, the partil
dancing at the bars. Chances are, yol
even tend to remember that number thd
identifies you and separates you from &
other student, that makes you special, i
number that is you—your student numb

Me—I'm always going to remember g
old MSU with fond thoughts—me...6531%

Dave Hewitt is a senior major in journalism

women in such gentler arts, and ignore th
male counterparts? Sucha definition inf
citly denies the personhood of any won
who would freely choose such a role. They
on to describe feminists as “. . . syst!
analysts, chemists, and engineers,” mak
it appear that the movement excli
women who choose roles other than the#

All such attempts to define a perst
place in the world s a limitation of perso
freedom. We sincerely hope that the M
community does not take the views
pressed in Mr. Walker's article seriou]
and that in the future, a greater sensét
maturity and sensitivity will prevail
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Work ethos slipping

eaders sound off about Amtrak

i

He compared Amtrak today,
which received a $40 million

in Western Europe
he following viewpoints are '

Riders deserted rails

sponse to an analysis of the
rzlt)i(:ms of the National Rail-

senger < Corporation,
mll’;cz’s" wg'itten by Chuck
i, o recent graduate in
orican history from MSU.
m arqued that the poor
ormance of Amtrak can

gely be attributed to federal
\ 4 hsidies which e{zmmate any
entive to be efficient.

reat

direct subsidy, with the Central
Pacific Railroad of the last
century, which received large
subsidies in the form of land
grants. Bean speculated that
“Amtrak will degenerate to the
level of corruption and unsafe
conditions equal to that of the
Central Pacific Railroad.”

“mtak fe;irly

)efore you judge it

By J. D. Titterton

mtrack is not a railroad, i.t Owns no
k, it is not a common carrier. It is a
ice agency, running its owned equip-
bt over rented railroad tracks of rail-
4s in the area which Amtrak serves. ’I:he
ws that operate the trains over the line

not Amtrak employees. The car
ntainers and station agents as well as
adminstration staff of Amtrak and all
trak employed.

es, it is true, there are a few legs
senger trains today than there were in
0. The American Dream is two cars in
pry garage with no mention of a parlor
seat on the Advance 20th Century
ited. The two are incompatible.
tain states were left off the first
tem of Amtrak, but several have been
back on in the past few months. In the
tes that remain off of it, you would _be
d pressed to find significant population
nters. A primary ingredient of a

by Edm."'m Ssenger train is passengers, you run your
Mmagl.ng ¢ ins where the people are. Short
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On your subsidy point, the railroads are
ting no subsidy, Amtrak is. Amtrak is
a railroad, but a Federally funded,
iprivate company set up by the
vernment. To further clear and put into
rspective the subsidy point, consider the
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e Pacific, given with little or no arm
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sed [ presume on inaccessible land; what
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was it worth to 1860's America to get a
letter to the new state of California in days
rather than weeks? Or defend California
from Russia or other powers? How much is
a good price to open up a half a continent to
settlement and development?

A rather large omission was also made by
not explaining how much the Federal
government has blundered by spending
near 100 billion dollars on the Interstate
Highway System, a system that never has
to turn a profit or have any “incentive to
succeed.” It has succeeded in removing
your 1940’s rail passenger off the train and
into his car. Nothing was even mentioned
about the billions spent on airport develop-
ment or air traffic control, both of which
require more millions annually.

I am a Transportation major and have an
inherent distaste for bureaucrats, particu-
larly the Federal variety. I do not wish to
defend the errors of Amtrak’s faceless
Federal bureaucrats who don't want to
make waves (which might also make
Amtrak better) and want to retire early.
Aside from its difficulties with its 25
year-old-plus equipment, and its admin-
istrative problems, Amtrak is subjected to
political pressure, (ie. a train from Washing-
ton, D.C., to West Virginia put into
operation at the proddings of Harley
Staggers. The time has come to stop
thinking of Amtrak as a subsidy and as
more an investment. I don’t condone
Federal giveaways, but lets give Amtrak
the 100 billion we gave to finance its
automobile competition before we make any
judgement we would like to call fair.

J.D. Titterton is editor of “On Stream” the
undergraduate publcation of the College of
Business.

By David Jones

American passenger train service has
been poor since “a generation ago” because
people deserted the trains en masse. The
automobile and the airplane killed the
passenger train by convincing railroad
managements that they didn't have to keep
their passengers. Only three roads, the
Southern, the Rock Island and the Rio
Grande preserved passenger trains.

Amtrak's problems have been due ir
large part to the philosophy of its first, and
former, president, Roger Lewis, who tra-
veled more by plane than by train, and who
preferred intercity busses to trains. The
present management of Amtrak, led by
Paul Reistrup, who does ride trains on
surprise inspection visits as well as on a
regular basis, is proceeding with such

“technological improvements and develop-
ments, or... modernizing present day loco-
motives and passenger cars” as fast as
possible, for example, Turboliners.

Amtrak's problems are compounded by
the fact that it doesn't own its tracks.
There is a general habit of deferred
maintenance on most American railroads,
hence bad rides.

I question whether anyone believes that
Amtrak is headed for “the level of
corruption and unsafe conditions equal to
that of the Central Pacific Railroad.”

Again, Amtrak cannot be accused of
defaulting a public which only now ‘is
patronizing it.

David Jones lives at 2099 Hamilton Rd. in
Okemos.

Article misinformed

By Aarne H. Frobom

Rail passenger service is a fairly complex
problem, and like most of what has been
written about it, Chuck Bean’s observations
are superficial, and repetitive of past
unfounded remarks. ' In this case, the
analysis has been borrowed from old
Amtrak ads (now four years out of date),
old high school history books (now seventy
years out of date), and old Ralph Nader
reports (which were never models of
accuracy and thoroughness to begin with).

Like many amateur analysts of railroad
problems, Bean has a religion-like belief
that the 19th-century subsidy of railroad
building is the source of modern problems.
The land-grant subsidies were paid back
many times over through cheap haulage of
mail, and the Gould or Huntington style of
rapacity ceased to have any implications for
railroading after the turn of the century.
Amtrak is really a minor governmental
program, and to ascribe to it a robber-baron
level of corruption is pure fantasy.
Likewise, it is paranoia to suggest that rail
travel will return to the death-dealing
safety standards of the 1880's.

The author obviously has used no facts
newer than 1971, as evidenced by his
statements regarding the lack of new
equipment. New passenger trains are
being built, though it is true that most
Amtrak trains show their age. This is
because no new passenger trains were built
in this country in the 20 years before
Amtrak, and no significant technological
adyances have been made in 30 or more
years.  Amtrak has had to wait while
American railroad passenger technology
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catches up with the rest of the world.
Amtrak has done a tolerable job of making a
workable fleet of trains out of a mismatched
rolling museum.

The article contends that Amtrak is
corrupt. This argument is new to me, as
even the most maniacal critics of Amtrak
acknowledge that in its first years its
management was insipid, but not crooked.
It is not that its employes did not try to do
a good job, but that they were caught in a
clash of mandates. Amtrak was created by
the Congress to fill a real consumer need,
but its board of directors was selected by
Richard Nixon, who chose the same railroad
presidents who had been trying for years to
eliminate passenger trains.

The significant questions posed by Am-
trak seem to have escaped the public prints,
being drowned in a shower of complaints
about late, dirty trains and broken air-
conditioning.  Most important is the
question of how best to transport those
people who cannot travel by automobile
between cities and can’t afford to fly.
Anyone who has spent any time at all on a
Greyhound bus will know the answer to
that one. On my last bus trip, I was
assaulted from behind by diesel fumes,
from the side by an unstable drunk, and by
the back of the seat ahead of me. I can think
of few better uses for our tax money than
to provide us with a graceful, pleasant
alternative to these rubber-tired movable
slums. Like it or not, Amtrak is the only
alternative there is outside of hitchhiking or
riding a boxcar floor.

Aarne H. Frobom is a master's degree
candidate in public administration.
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There are stirrings in West Europe.
From some of them we can take heart. The
Danish political parties are finally running
into genuine resistance over the lengths to
which welfarism has taken them. One
estimate puts the cost of social services at
55 percent of the gross national product.
Continue at that rate for a little longer, and
the Danish people won't have money left
over to buy porn with; though one
supposes that the Social Democrats would
come out for Free Porn. Perhaps some
time before then, the people will rediscover
their taste for freedom, and the great body
of socialists who have written all the laws
will be led to the gates of the city and given
free passes back home

In West Germany a recent survey
suggests that something is at work on the
ethos of profoundly alarming consequence.
If one had to select the country that has
most greatly prospered since the ravages of
the second world war, all indicators would
single out West Germany. Here was not
only the rubble of an atomized country, but
the awful corporate sense of shame at
having been dominated by a mad savage
who was a popular leader. The Germans
worked hard, and sincerely, for their
prosperity, and their democratic freedoms.

Suddenly things are beginning to go sour.
A recent survey shows that among
workers under the age of 30, 39 percent, if
given the opportunity, would elect not to
work at all. The corresponding figure in
1962 was 22 percent. The indisposition to
work, then, has almost doubled in a dozen
years. And hearken to this: In the age
group between 16 and 20, a total of 76
pecent would just as soon not have to work.

No doubt there are those who will find
nothing in the least unusual about the
figures. Work can be very unpleasant, and
sloth achieved its standing as one of the
capital sins in virtue of the social recogni-
tion that that which is unpleasant has
nevertheless to be done. But the doing of it
does not make it pleasant. Dishes have to
be washed, and fences painted, but it takes
a con-man like Tom Sawyer to persuade
people that it is fun to do it. The substitute
‘or Tom Sawyer in a modern society is an
ethos — the work ethos. It was known

intuitively for thousands of years that
people feel better after exerting them-
selves. Modern psychologists, as usual
certifying the obvious, establish that work
is necessary to a sense of mental well-being.
Sir Harold Nicolson wrote that “industry is
the enemy of melancholy.”

So what does it mean when three
quarters of the young people of the most
enterprising and industrious nation on
earth decide, with some suddenness, that
they would just as soon not have to work for
a living? Politically, the meaning of their
decision is obvious. They are boob-bait for
the demagogues of the left who will whisper
to them how they can get it for nothing.
How, in the phrase of Albert Jay Nock,
they can substitute political for economic
means of aggrandizing wealth. What then
happens, we all know. Everyone gets
poorer, and there are fresh reasons — or
are there — for misery?

The surveys seem to be telling us that the
standard of the bourgeois world are not
accepted by people who rise up into that
world by commanding high salaries in the
free market. It is, says Professor Noelle-
Neumann of the Allensback Institute for
Opinion Research, the other way around.
The (London) Times paraphrases. “The
bourgeoisie are adopting not only the blue
jeans but also the social values of the
workers. Over 10 years, she finds, there
has been a steady decline in traditionally
bourgeois values such as respect for
property, hard work, politeness, modesty,
thrift, and the belief that one is responsible
for one's own fate. There has been a
corresponding spread of what she perhaps
libelously describes as traditionally lower
class attitudes such as lack of interest in
work, avoidance of effort and risk, the
desire for immediate gratification, doubts
about the fairness of rewards and fatalism
about status.”

Here was an interesting test question put
to the respondents. A father has to decide
which of his two sons to send on an
exchange visit to England. ‘He resolves on
the one who has been getting the best
grades in school. Obvious? “The percen-
tage of people who approved his decision
dropped from 62 to 49 between 1962 and
1972. In another question two secretaries
of the same age do the same work but one
gets paid more because she works better
and faster. “Right,” said 73 percent in 1962
— but only 62 percent in 1972.

Patrick Moynihan, who continues to
startle the free world as well as the unfree
world, made bold to say on television a
couple of weeks ago that some countries are
not as well off as they ought to be —
Argentina, for example. But what do you
do when the ethos begins to go? How do
you revive it? The trick is to do something
about it quickly, because if you let it go {00
late, a big jackbooted man usually appears,
and he carries a lash.
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) —
Two professional belly dancers
have broken a record listed in
the Guinness World Book of
Records for continuous belly

6 Michigan State News, East Lansing, Michigan

Bellies bounce over six hours

dancing.
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5,000 red, white and blue hyacinths were presented to MSU last Friday
afternoon. President Wharton accepted the bulbs as a part of a
bicentennial tribute of one million bulbs presented to the United States by
the Netherlands Flower Bulb Industry and the people of the Netherlands.

'76 campus flowers

red, white and blue

Everything is coming up
roses, or at least they will be
coming up hyacinths at MSU.
Next spring, 5,000 hyacinths
will adorn the campus in patrio-
ic colors of red, white and blue.

The 5,000 hyacinths are part
of a gift of one million flower
bulbs to the United States by
the Netherlands Flower Bulb
Industry and the people of the
Netherlands. The flowers are
being distributed to 16 major
cities by the Netherlands in
celebration of our nation's
200th birthday jubilee,

The representative of the
Holland flower bulb industry,
Margriet Verdegaal, dressed in
Dutch folk costume, presented
President Wharton Friday with
a traditional Dutch crate con-
taining the first of many bulbs

to come.

During the same ceremony
Friday, Verdegall presented
another 5,000 hyacinths to the
State of Michigan, represented
by Howard Tanner, director o

On Friday, Nicole of Inde-
pendence, Mo., and Pamela
Mess, of Kansas City, Mo., both
eclipsed the record of six hours.
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WE SELL PLANTS

So who doesn’t these days. Our knowledgeable SMITH
FLORAL people have been offering quality plants for 70
years, well before plants were in vogue. It makes sense to
talk over your plant problems with the experts. Why not
stop by and get [re] acquainted—our Cash & Carry Special
for this Wednesday, Oct. 8 is:

All Philodendrons and
Palms in 4" to 10” pots
Reg. $2.50 to $45.00

15%. off

Open Mon. - Sat,
18 am. - 5530 p.bns,

Treesweet, 12 oz. cans
Orange Juice

Chef Pierre Hi Pies
Apple
@eberry - Cherry

B iR

Ice Cream, vanilla & 6 others

g BLUE BONNET
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'California

'"HEAD LETTUCE

New Florida, 100 size
"TANGELOS

Fresh
CABBAGE

Macintosh 5 Ib. bag
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G TG

Not Butter — Not Margarine

5"09
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3/5‘00

Peas

79‘001.

Spinach
Cut Gr. Beans

12¢ .

NAPKINS

#1 utility

69¢ Bag}

Spartan, 2 doz.

DONUTS

Oven Fresh

ITALIAN BREAD

K.
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SPAGHETTI 44
6 Pack, reg. only, 16 oz.
7 UP b
88c Non return bottles ., ¢ pk
49° LIPTONS
- ONION SOUP MIX 49¢

o

1 Glad Sandwich

Heatherwood,
2 Lo Fat Milk 1%

Potato Chips

(-IN STORE COUPONS

1 Bisquick 40 oz box

y Pringles Twin Pack

1 Fresh Apple Cider gallon jug
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Freshlike Vegtables

Cream Style Corn
Whole Kernel Corn

French Style Gr. Beans

Beets — Sliced or Shoestring
Northern, 140 count
— ASI'?

Mueller's, reg.

3/88°

4/51%

44°

or thing, 14 pkg.

84° Save 15¢
Bags 80 ct. 28° Save 17¢
& 90"0" 2/77¢ Save 67¢
67¢ Save 20¢
9 oz. pkg.
88 Save 71¢
GOOD ONLY WITH 5.00 PURCHASE
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the Dept. of Natural Resources.

In exchange, Verdegaal re-
ceived a commemorative me-
dallion from Mrs. Wharton,
vice-chairman of the Michigan
Bi-Centennial Commission, and
a souvenir spoon from Janet
Dorer, president of the Greater
Lansing Chapter of Altrusa
International.

Immediately after the ex-
change of gifts, Verdegaal,
aided by Jennifer DeHertogh,
daughter of August DeHer-
togh, professor of horticulture,
planted the bulbs behind the
Administration building.

Planting sites will be located
all over campus. Johannes
Wilbrink, a  horticulturist
trained in a Dutch gardening
school, will be responsible for
the care and planting of the
bulbs. The flowers will bloom
in late April or early May.

Milton Baron, director of
campus planning, estimates
that the 5,000 hyacinths will
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All Foreign
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the FBI no longer needs it for
evidence. *

MUFFLERS
& PIPES

LIFETIME GUARANTEE
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INSTALLED
Most American Compacts

EMISSION CONTROL CENTER

cover more than 2,200 square
feet, or provide a stream of
flowers 3 feet wide and 741 feet
long.

Any way you put it, in 1976,
everything will be coming:up
hyacinths.

Cabbie wants
waylaid bullet

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
The San Francisco cabbie
struck by a ricocheting bullet
intended for President Ford
says he's asked the FBI to give
him the slug as a souvenir.

Ludwig suffered a minor
injury when a portion of the
.88-calibre bullet struck him in
the groin on Sept. 22,

Now back at work, he said
he'd like the bullet back when

1 Bk Fast

[ b}
tm of Sparrow Hospital

THOMAS BROS. SERVICE CENTER

1408 E. Michigan

- .
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NOW AT BOTH STORES

PACKAGE LIQUOR

NOTE — Perishable items may not be

available until approximately 4 P.M.

USDA Choice - Grand
ROUND STEAK

USDA Choice - Grand

GROUND BEEF

USDA Choice - Grand
SIRLOIN STEAK

USDA Choice - Grand
T-BONE STEAK

Grand Prize Beef

Eckrich, 10 oz, pkg.
SMOK-Y-LINKS

Eckrich
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*Tune-Up *All Kinds of Electrical

GOODRICH'S

on west side of MSU at 910 Trowbridge Rd.
Open Monday - Friday, 9.9, Saturday, 9-6
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Radio Fee Refung

Undergraduate students living on campus w

to use the services provided by the Michigan 22,‘,':;“

and its stations, WMSN. WBRS, WEAK, wycp ¢

may receive a refund of ‘their $1.00 radio fee by g

. room 8 Student Services Bldg. between 1.5 p Mon, 0y
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1 thru Fri. Oct. 10. Plet,e bring fee receipt ang
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XEROX COPYING Our Xerox 3100 LDC ¢
produces excellent photo-copies from your original. Duplicates
almost anything up to 14" X 18", such as large accounting work
sheets and computer hard copy printouts, with its special large |
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