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Co-op housing least expensive
“way to live, survey indicates

By GEORGIA HANSHEW
State News Staff Writer
Students who move to Lan-
sing to save on rent are
probably spending as much as

students living in dormitories, a
survey of MSU student housing
costs revealed.

And cooperatives are by far

the cheapest type of housing
available to students in the
East Lansing area, averaging
over $50 less per month than
dormitories and Greek living,

This special supple-

‘The housing crunch,
while not expected to
of ‘despair it did in

Credits

Cover photograph. .. Laura Lynn Fistler

term.
‘What needs to be de-

ous living alternatives

- 10 a story about a ten-

12 MONTH LEASE
9 MONTH LEASE

all costs considered.

In a telephone survey con-
ducted at the end of winter
term, about 60 MSU students
told how much they spent on
rent, food, transportation and
utilities. An equal number of
students living in dormitories,

utility costs are so much higher.

Utility bills for a student
living in a house in Lansing
averaged $23 during a nonwin-
ter month, compared to almost

BURCHAM WOODS APARTMENTS

LOCATED JUST FIVE BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

*165.00
*175.00

v HEATED SWIMMING POOL

¥ BEST PARKING IN TOWN

% ALL APARTMENTS COMPLETELY FURNISHED
% AIR CONDITIONING
% CARPETING

¥ FREE HEAT AND WATER

*198.00
£218.00

745 Burcham Dr., E. Lansing

Look what we have, that they don’t have:

351-3118

*280.00
*300.00

$2.50 for those in East Lansing.

Of all nine kinds of housing,
students living in cooperatives
paid least per month for all
combined expenses, averaging
$116. A high of $169 a month
was spent by those in dormi-
tories, fraternities and sorori-

of $91 a month. Those in houses
in Lansing and university
apartments paid least — only
$71 and $73 each.

Of the students who pay

dues.

Union planned for renters

(continued from page 5)
member.”

The tenant local will be
organized by respective land-
lords, with those members
having the same landlord in-

cluded in the same local, allow-
ing those with similar problems
to take collective action.
Members of cooperative
housing and University housing
would join their respective

Inspection records
available to public

property’s track record, the
East Lansing Department of
Building and Zoning offers you
a usually neglected service —
access to its files containing

individual locals.

The council is responsible for
orgenizing the growth of the
ICTU and preparing proposals
for the ICTU Board to act upon.
The council is also to identify
tenant housing problems, per-
form research, submit solution
proposals, assist tenants and
prepare legislative programs
and advocacy proposals.

Legislative lobbying will be a
main project of the union, and
the support of tenant legisla-

heads turn.

“There is a lot of abuse of the
existing tenant-landlord laws,
but if people band together,
these problems may disappear.
You just have to make sure that
you're working on an issue
that's big enough to matter but
small enough to win.”

Recruitment of members
should begin soon, Winthrop
said, but the big push will be in

fall term.

“It may be hard to organize
now because a lot of students
will be leaving. When the
students come back in fall, we'll
better know where we stand,”
he said.

“A lot of folks have ex-
pressed interest, so we're going
to try and respond to those
interests,” he said.

Now taking reservations

What Do:

: iti and fraternities, ties. tion should have a_lot more
ment to the State News - wﬂﬂﬂﬂm”mwazﬂﬂcm :Mw:w =_==m. University Apartments (for- muscle, Winthrop said. Neil Armstrong Benjamin Harrison
has been produced in EE. cecessescesss Michael Tanimura apartments — on and off cam-  merly called Married Housing) Before signing your lease for the files are accessible to the c:ma.‘.rnMM <Mhm_wm m._.nmn _@M@MM”M” w_“nhww“”.w . qroo.”_. MMNMM:
m—g that it will be of arte pus — and cooperatives were and East Lansing apartment next year's housing in East public during regular business s = : Frank Liovd Woigh
some : gws to stu- r.qsﬁ. EPoe hiphaiis Fred van H O.QO—QG called. costs seemed about average, at Lansing, a quick check on your hours, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. together we expect to see some Mike Confiors rank Lioyd Wright

ts . ng to ¢ Photo E—Eu eees.. Laura HLE Fistler Contrary to what many Lan $145 and $149 a month, respec- rental property’s compliance g Have in Common?
dents return Easf : ° g ? i " tively. with the East Lansing housing

g : and e Walker | sing dwellers believe, it does . . , N
g—_—m —  whether. " gé . Students in large East Lan- code may help you avoid future £&
will be livi Graphics. ................Debbie Wolfe | " 2ppear they are saving any > 702t complexes paid rental hassles.
off. g on gg Nan ng Bo:wwrc.w paying less rent, the highest rent — an average To help you check on your
campus or ofl eeevececssscvee since their transportation and
) APARTMENTS

.‘;. ;. s room and board on a term basis, inspection information on every ) RSt b, T MY o :
HSM- Sﬂ ; still be a cided. and quickly, is ants’ file that UH@VNG.—% $20 in an East Lansing house, a.om.am::.x. Greek and religious licensed East Lansing rental o 2 Bedrooms i RT3 4~
o 1o contend with hati K . has a file on you — will and about $5 for a student inan  living unit fees ranged from property. o Swimming Pool Free Bus Service ;
S e : w numguigﬂm& robmﬁﬁz ist st apartment in East Lansing. $465 to $442 a term. The Located on the second floor WIRMIRG F Bus Servi Eﬂ”ﬂm @@Nﬁm ‘
g. gzgn of ina living environment. . .y assist - stu Students in other types of average cost for room and of the bank building on Albert © Furnished w&o-wmwo fee BusSenvice ﬂ .
what could be termed ﬁ@:&m in ENW—:.N that housing did not pay utility bills.  board at cooperatives was $330 Street and M.A.C. Avenue, the © Dishwashers :
— for lack of a better The stories presented important and pain- Those who live in Lansing a term. housing office keeps records of o Central Air Free Roommate Service 626 Cowley Ave.
“choioe I herein — which run the in-the-ass decision of paid nine and one half times as Besides room and board, both good and bad property I Free Roommate Service OPEN RUSH Call 351-9301
m&.—g = 01Ce nous- t fro b h to sto hei much for transportation as dormifory fees pay for linen inspections and the promptness April 11,12,13
gws will be rented at gamu m a 3-5«. wi mﬂm store their students living off campus in  service. Fraternity and sorority of violation corrections. 7-10 p.-m. . oF uum.gm id
‘the beginning of spring survey on 8mnm of vari-  bodies for another year. East ruMmm”m — $23 a 30:2“. costs include chapter and social Organized by street address, Located just off Grand River, Okemos for information and rides
: ' compared to an average o

Bell's Pizza House, Burger King,
Arthur Treacher's and Bob’s Philadelphia
Steak Sandwich Shop

Office:

* Most with 2 bathrooms

% % BLOCK TO TWELVE TENNIS COURTS © Air conditioned

% GARBAGE DISPOSAL e Completely furnished

¥ DISCOUNTED SUMMER RATES . "._s__,a e Red Co
© Canoeing on the Red Cedar .
e Friendly maintenance “ == —=“===>.—.—== ﬂb—.—-.

EFFICIENCIES 1 BEDROOM APT. 2 BEDROOM APT. ® Two minutes to campus
SUMMER $145.00 $150.00 $180.00 e Close to Larry's ShopRite, uuNlhh“N

1050 Waters Edge Dr.

Apt. No. 214

NOW LEASING
FOR SUMMER AND FALL

LARGE 2 BEDROOM APTS.

From $160 Summer
From $340 Fall
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By GEORGIA HANSHEW

State Nows Staff Writer
As the winter chill wears off

and the campus turns green
again, the students at MSU will
go through the annual rite of
deciding where to live next
year.

And as long as there are
differences in lifestyles, taste
and financial status, students
will choose variously among the
dormitories, apartments,
houses, Greek living and reli-
gious housing units.

Including those students
living in University Apart-
ments, formerly called Married
Housing, almost 20,000 stu-
dents live on campus — nearly
half the student population.

Each type of housing has its
advantages: more privacy,
closer to campus, better
chances of meeting people —
and its disadvantages: confined
quarters, uncooperative land-
lords, isolation from other stu-
dents.

Depending on the students’
priorities, they may choose a
low-rent house in Lansing, with
a five-mile trip to campus each
day, or a higher-priced dormi-
tory room with no travel ex-
penses or meals to cook.

Deb Meissner, MSU junior,
lives in a large apartment
complex near campus. She has
lived in the dormitory but
prefers apartment life.

“You can live they way you
want,” she said. “You can eat
when you want, and come and
go. You're more on your own.”

Angela Tenney, sophomore
living in Phillips Hall, said she
enjoys the dormitory — es-
pecially the intramural sports
and dances organized by the

EDGEWOOD
VILLAGE

1-4 bedrm. townhouses

Stote subsidized #236 develop-
ment for low to moderate in-
come families.

1 year lease

up to theBeights...$

%‘
!

1&2
BDRM. APTS.
OKEMOS
Pil. 349-9228
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Another rite of

residence halls. She said Phil-
lips has a “family spirit.”

“You have a much greater
chance of meeting people,” said
JoAnn Chubb, living in Abbott
Hall for the second year. “And
it's a lot more convenient
having your meals ready for
you.”

Thomas Kimmel, a senior in
Psi Upsilon, said he likes living
in a fraternity because, “You
can choose the people you live
with. People are much more
considerate of each other here.
The surroundings and the food
are much more pleasant.”

A junior living in Delta
Gamma sorority, who has also
lived in the dormitories, said
she liked both living situations.

“In the dorm you get to meet
different types of people,” she
said. “But here, instead of just
having one room, you've got a

whole house. You can get to
know and get closer with the
girls you live with.

“But, living in the sorority,
it's harder to get to know
people on campus.”

Another living situation

which brings together students
with similar interests or beliefs
is the religious living unit.

Sue Pocklington is a fresh-
man in Asher Student Founda-
tion, housing for Christian
Scientists.

“Asher is more of a home,”
Pocklington said. “You get to
know the people better.”

Living with students of a
similar. faith “supports your
belief and helps you out,” she
said. “If you have problems on
campus, there are people here
to help.

“I've grown a lot in Christian
Science since I've been living
with people here.

“During your first year of
college you have so many more
problems, Here, we look at
things on a more spiritual level.
I think if I were living in the
dorm, I'd try to find a solution
by complaining.

“You're influenced by the
people you're with.”

Other religious housing units
include Bethel Manor for Chris-
tian students, and Deseret Stu-
dent Living Center for Mor-

mons.

Fred Laich, an enthusiastic
advocate of cooperatives, lives
with 40 others in Hedrick
Co-op, 146 Collingwood Dr.

“I'm in control of my living
situation. I can get the kind of
food I like,” Laich said.

Laich is one of 226 members
of the Student Housing Cor-
poration, which owns nine
houses in East Lansing. Mem-
bers of the co-ops cook all their
own meals, plan social activities
and do all necessary repairs on
the houses.

“There’s so much you have to
learn in order to run your own
house,” Laich said. “I've learn-
ed how to wax and sand
floors, to replace cords on
window sills, to paint, do
plumbing, cook for large num-
bers, plan parties.

“People are very close and
cohesive here. Everybody finds
their own friendships.”

In addition, Laich said, his
co-op is nonsexist. Though men

outnumber women two to one;

all officers except one are
women.

spring

“You work with the people all
the time. It (sexism) is some-
thing that's discussed and
you're aware of.”

An MSU senior who has lived
in Wonders Hall, a large apart-
ment complex and a house in
East Lansing said he prefers*
house-living.

“It's more my own, more
homey,” he said. “I have my
own room. You can retreat and
get away if you want to.”

White House
got the calls —
80,000 of them

You think you have problems
with busy signals? After Jimmy
Carter took office, the white
house reported that their two
dozen plus incoming lines av-
eraged 80,000 calls a day.

(Big deal, right? So what if
this is a housing tabloid. We
had to fill this space with
something. And it is about a
house, ya know?)

Dates set for

dorm sign-up

Sign-ups to reserve a dormitory room for next year begin

April 19,

Following is a schedule which students are to follow for room

reservations:

*April 19-20. Students who wish to reserve their current

room or apartment;

*April 21-22. Students reserving another room in their house
(their particular floor of the dormitory);
*April 27-28. Rservations for

student’s current dormitory;

*May 3. Reservations for a room or apartment in a different

dormitory;

*May 3, from 6 to 7 p.m. and May 4, 10 and 11, all day.
Students living off campus who plan to move on campus.

a room or apartment in the

WONDERING WHERE TO LIVE THIS FALL?
4 ) 4 )
WALDON '8'. APARTMENTS VALLEY FORGE APARTMENTS
Avadilable Sept. 1, 77 Avadilable Sept. 15, 77
One bedroom apts. starting from 169*°. Two One bedroom apts. starting from 169*. Two
bedroom apts. starting from 199%. Located at bedroom apts. starting from 199%. Located ot
the corner of Lake Lansing & Harrison right on 1031 W. Loke Lansing Rd. Very short distance
the bus line to campus. from bus line.
L J L p
4 ) ( )
CHESTNUT APARTMENTS
ANDREA HILLS APARTMENTS Avaialable Sept. 1, 77
Available Sept. 1, 77 One bedroom apts. starting at 169%. Two
One bedroom apts. from 174*. Two bedroom bedroom apts. starting at 199*. Located at
apts. from 209*°. Located at the corner of Kerry 818 N. Chestnut in Lansing. Ideal location for
St. and Lake Lansing 10 minutes from MSU. Cooley Law students. Near bus line and 15
minutes from campus.
L J — J
All apartments have shag carpeting, new appliances, air conditioning, electric heat. Ample tenant parking and furnished aport-
ments available. Applications now being accepted for Fall term renting. Quiet or serious students or married couples preferred.
No pets or children. .
Call 332-1334, 485-8299
351-6866, 351-1943
between 9 AM and 9 PM

Woe to those not wary

By NANCY FISHER
State News Staff Writer

Renters usually pay a secur-
ity deposit when they move
into a house or apartment and
expect to get their deposit back
when they move out. But many
renters never see their money
again.

A majority of students are
renting for the first time and do
not know about security de-

Renters face hassles often:
many deposits non-returnable %

four days after moving out,”
McAdam said.
It is wise to have proof that

“All they know is that they want to get out of
the dorm,” McAdam said. “It ends up costing

them money.”

posits, Jim McAdam, codirector
of MSU Legal Services, said.

“All they know is that they
want to get out of the dorm,”
McAdam said. “It ends up
costing them money.

There are two types of
security deposit hassles that
tenants may have, McAdam
said.

“Either the tenant feels the
landlord has deducted too
much, or else the tenant has
failed to give a forwarding
address to the landlord within

East Lansing faces fall rent hike

the landlord received the for-
warding address by delivering
the address personally or mail-
ing it certified mail, return
receipt requested, McAdam
said.

Out of 2,900 client contacts
made at the Tenants Resource
Center (TRC), coordinator
Charles Ipcar said, 908 involved
security deposits.

“We try to find out what
contacts the renter has made
with the landlord, if they've

returned the keys or haven't
missed a deadline date,” Ipcar
said. “Then we suggest they
wrtié a letter to the landlord or
go to small claims court if the
deposit is under $300.”

It is the tenant’s decision
what alternatives he or she
takes, Ipcar said. He added that
some people do not go to court
because they have a fear of it.

“In the case of small claims
court, if the landlord has the
resources, he can get the case
bumped out and into district
court,” McAdam said.

There are no lawyers in small
claims court, but a person may
have a lawyer in district court,
McAdam said.

Listed below are some pro-
cedures TRC suggests tenants
and landlords should know con-
cerning the security deposit

regulations:

® The security deposit can
not exceed more than one and a
half months’ rent.

® The tenants should fill in an
inventory checklist - within
seven days and return it to
their landlord.

© Within 14 days the landlord
must give the tenant his ad-
dress, financial | institution
where the security deposit is
held, and inform the tenant he
should leave a forwarding ad-
dress in writing within four
days after the tenant leaves. If
the tenant fails to do this, he or
she loses the right to a damage
list.

o If the landlord claims
damages are due, he must mail
an itemized list of damages to
the renter within 30 days n?m,_.
the tenant moves out along
with a notice that the tenant

Prices to vary with housing sites

By NANCY JO HALE
State News Staff Writer
Renters in the East Lansing area will have to let loose a few
more bucks in the fall. Like so many prices these days, rents will

be higher in varying amounts.

Two-bedroom furnished apartments in small complexes will cost
from $5 to $10 more per unit while those in larger complexes will

be raised $10 to $20.

The prices still vary according to location. The closer the
complex is to campus, the more a tenant will have to shell out.

If one is into beating these rising costs one might gamble with
renting a house since most landlords haven't yet decided on an

increase.

But one real estate agent said that even those rents are destined

to rise.

“Everything is tied to the cost of living which is rising,” said
Jerry Pung, president of property management for James W. .m_ou
and Associates, “Real estate, just like everything, will g0 up.

Pung also attributed the soaring rates to increased utility costs,

taxes and construction -
landlords.

the key three excuses also given by

He predicted a 6 per cent increast in housing rents for the fall.

“And that's conservative, especially compared to what the
Institute of Real Estate Management predicts,” he said.

The institute, which is located in Chicago, forsees a 20 to 25 per
cent increase in rents for many areas of the country.

has seven days to respond.

o Within seven days the
tenant must respond or forfeit
the right to dispute the land-

® The landlord must take the
tenant to court within 45 days
of the end of the occupancy, if
there is a dispute. If this is not
done, the tenant receives the
total refund of the deposits and
can claim double damages by
law.

Leases

(continued from page 8)
landlord and the tenant agree
to them. If the tenant wishes to
leave before the move-out date,
it is difficult for the renter to
break the contract.

A periodic tenancy agree-
ment’s advantage is that the
renter and landlord do not set a
date when the renter must
move out. The renter only
needs to give notice of one
rental period to move out. The
disadvantage is that the land-
lord only needs to give proper
notice to raise the rent or
require the renter to move out.

A renter may be evicted if he
does not pay his rent on time.

o Other grounds for eviction are
Y if a renter damages the proper-

ty or is a health hazard.

If the landlord doesn't keep
the unit in habitable condition,
the tenant may end the rental
agreement.

Tripling

(continued from page 5)
awaiting an opinion from the
Michigan attorney general’s of-
fice as to whether state law
does indeed apply to tripling.
Many dormitory rooms which
are used for triples have less
than the required 1,500 cubic
feet of air space.

lets

Stgma Chi Fraternity Rush
April 17,18 and 19

Hot dogs and beer served.
Call 332-6162 for rides and more information.

UNIVERSITY APARTMENTS

Available For

Sping - Summer - Fall Terms
Convenient

Eligible Students Apply At:

University Apartments Office
1205 S. Harrison Road

Phone: 355-9550

Inexpensive

All Utilities Including Phone

Bus Transportation at Your Door
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