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Rogers:
'Passing

coacl

«*

By

TOM

SHANAHAN
State
News
Sports
Writer

Darryl
Rogers

—

the

radical

coach
who
passes
the

football
in

the
Big
Ten.

Last
year,
his

first
at

MSU,

Rogers
created
a

stir

when

writers
told
the
fans
he

was
an

unorthodox
coach
that

passed.

Fans
were

wondering
what

kind
of
a

guy
this
is.

He
was

quoted
on

arrival
in

East

Lansing
in

April
1976
as

saying:
"From

what
I

gather.

Big
Ten

coaches
don't
like
to

pass
on

first
down
because
if

it's

incomplete,
that

means
they

have
to

pass
on

the

next
two

downs.
The

way
I

look
at
it,
if

you

complete
the

pass
on

the

first-down,
you
don't
have
to

worry
about
the

next
two

downs."Suddenly
Rogers

sounded

like
the

coach
who
came
out
of

nowhere
to

lead
MSU

out
of
a

three-year
probation
and

some¬

how

challenge
Michigan

and

Ohio
State.(continued

on

page
3)

UCIT
.

,

...

State

News/Robert
Kozloff

Ed.!mlt5.h"
he,Ped

eo4ch
Darry'

""tall
a

passing

attack
at

MSU.
Here
they

discuss
strategy
daring
a

sideline
conference
in

the

rau
at

Indiiuia.BOWLEAST(next
to

Rollerworld)Comevisittoday!

Bowling,
dancing,

cocktails,
pool

.

parlor
andpinball.

State

News/Robert
Kozloff

Michigan
coach
Bo

Schembechler
pats
his

arm

around
Darryl
Rogers

after
the

Spartans
fell
to

Michigan
this

year,
24-14.

WHERE
HOUSE
RECORDS
II
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new
at

Knapp's
Meridian
Mall!

optical
fashions

for
the

entire
family

Knapp's
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optical

department
at

Meridian
Mall

offers
a

complete
selection
of

frames
in

all

colors
and

shapes
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men.
women
and

children.
Bring
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doctor's
prescription
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fashionable
designer

series
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our

rugged,
good
looking

sports
styles
Single

vision,
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trifocal
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or

glass,
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experienced
opticians
will
fill

yotor

prescription
with
the

finest
quality

materials
Tinted

lenses,
contact
lens

supplies
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nonprescription
sunglasses
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stock
Qualified
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points
of

your
own

university
--

is

something
Heathcote

obvi¬

ously
abhors.
Instead,
he

tries

to

stress
the

academic
factor

when

recruiting.
"My

approach
to

recruiting
is

more
than
just
being
a

vacuum

cleaner
salesman
who
goes
out

and

peddles
things
that

aren't

really
there,"
he

said.
"A

kid's

education
is

still
the

primary

purpose
of

being
at
a

univer¬

sity.
I

believe
you
have
to

be

sincere
and

honest
or

you'll

never
interest

anyone
in

your

university."While

Heathcote
calls
his

approach
to

recruiting
low-key,

the

same
cannot
be

said
of

his

coaching
style.Heathcote

was
the

head

coach
at

Montana
and
an

assis¬

tant
at

Washington
State
be¬

fore

coming
to

MSU.
Throughout
his

coaching

career

Heathcote
said
he

has

been

emotionally
and

actively

involved
with
the

pme,
the

players
and
the

officials.

"As
a

coach,
I

think
the

more

vocal
you
are,
the

more
open

you
are
to

criticism,"
Heath¬

cote
said.
"There
are
a

number

of

people
who
think
the

coach

should
sit

and
the

players

should
play.
I

don't

believe

that.""This
year
Til
be

less

visibly

emotional.
Til

still
be
as

emo¬

tional,
it

just

won't
be

that

obvious."But
I

have
to

be

involved

and
if
I

get
to

the

point
where

I'm

not,

then
I'll

give
up

coaching."Viewing
Heathcote
from
the

stands,
it

would
appear
he

often
gets
quite
irrate

with
his

players.
More
than
a

few

times

fans
have

commented,
"Boy,
I'd

sure
hate
to

play
for

him."

But

that's

Heathcote's
style.

"You
have
to

kind
of

educate

your
fans
to

your
style.
If

every

time
you
try
to

get

information

in

to

your

players
the

fans

interpret
it

as

negativism,
then

you
can't

operate."
But

Heathcote
does

admit
he

is

often
more

negative
toward

his

players
than
most

coaches.

He

said
he

often
gets

coaching

points
across
by

pointing
out

mistakes.For

instance,
one
day
in

practice
a

player
took
a

long

jump
shot
way
out
of

his

range.

Heathcote
blew
his

whistle
and

shouted,
"Do
you
ever

wonder

why

you're
always
so

wide

open?
It's

because
you

take

such
damn
long

shots
no

one

bothers
to

guard
you."

But

again,
that's
his

style.

"For
the
two
hours
a

day
of

practice,
players'
personal

problems
are
not

important.

They
are
out

there
to

make

themselves
better

basketball

players
and
we're
trying
to

help

them.
We
have
to

worry
about

Let's
hear

you

r=\
at

the

C3

o/W

GAMES!
t

GREEN
&

WHITEKAZOOS!Marshall
Mask

the
task
at

hand
--

and

that's

basketball.""But
at

the

same
time.
I

recognize
there
are

pressures

and

problems
facing
the

kids,

and
I

always
Work
hard
to

help

them
out.
I've

always
had
a

close

rapport
with
all
my

play¬

ers
but
I

develop
that

more

while
off
the

court."

With

basketball,
Heathcote
is

all

business.
He

has
to

be

because
it's
his
job.
But
there
is

also
a

light
and

humorous
side

to

the

50-year
old

coach
that

many
fans
don't

realize.

WhUe
sitting
in

his

office,
a

reporter
called
to

ask

Heath¬

cote
how
he

thought
the
Big

Ten

would
shape
up

this
year.

"Purdue
first.

Minnesota

second.
Michigan

ought
to

be

third
and

Indiana
fourth.
Iowa

fifth.
Illinois

and

Wisconsin
will

battle
it

out
for

sixth
and

seventh.
And
Ohio
State

and

Northwestern
will
bring
up
the

A

bewildered
caller
must

have

wondered
why

Heathcote

failed
to

mention
MSU.
A

couple
seconds
later

Heathcote

blurted
out,
"Oh,
I

knew
I

forgot

somebody."
Taking
the

humor
away
from

the

episode,
it

would
appear

that

Heathcote
doesn't
just

want
to

come
out
and
say
his

team
could
win
it

all.

But
he

did
say
his

players

have
a

great
attitude
going
into

the

season.
He

sums
up

the

outlook
as

optimistic
and

enthu¬

siastic."We'll
talk

about
being

real¬

istic,
but
if

we

were
to

be

totally
realistic
we

would
be

satisfied
with
a

fifth
-

or

sixth
-

place
finish.
We're

not

pre¬

pared
to

do

that,"

Heathcote

said."We're
a

lot
like
the

Lansing

people
who

expect
a

lot
out
of

us

because
we're
looking
for
a

hell
of
a

season.
"Maybe

we

won't
get
it.

But

if

we

aren't
looking
for
a

great

season
we'll
never
have
it."

âgicâil̂oôH^
FAMILY
PORTRAITS

by

Doug
Elbinger

special
offer
good

through
Dec.
16th

8x10
Family
Portrait

in

color
for

*17.50

additional
prints
at

holiday
savings

for
an

appointment
call:

(5475

332-3026
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need

for
that
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party!
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(continued
bam

page
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secret.Inthe
roomful
of

media
at

Lansing
Everett
High
School

for
his

press

conference
were

Johnson's
high

school
team¬

mates.No
one

knew
and
even
bis

teammates
were

making
last

minute
bets

predicting
who

would
be

the

lucky
school,

coach
and
fans.

"Two
dollars

says

Michigan

State,"
said
one.
"No,
four

bucks,
he's

going
to

Michigan,"

another
replied.
Finally
John¬

son

spoke
and

savoring
the

moment
asked
with
a

grin,

"Are
there
any

questions?"

Then
he

ended
the

suspense

and
said
MSU

would
be

his

school.But
now

Johnson
and
the

Spartans
are

preparing
for

their
first

game
with

Central

Michigan
Nov.
28
at

Jenison

Fieldhouse
that
may
open
a

new
era
in

MSU

basketball.

"We've
got
a

super
team

and

super
guys
and

we're
going
to

win.

Hopefully
well
play
the

style
of

basketball
that

coach

wants
us

to."
As
far
as

John¬

son's
style,
MSU

basketball

coach
Jud

Heathcote
has

John-

sou

running
the

fastbreak
and

handling
the
balL

"I

like
to

create

situations,"

Johnson
said.
"And
I

love
it

when
I

hit
the

open
man
and
he

lays
it

up
for
the

easy
two."

Johnson
said
be

may
have

butterflies
at

the

start
of

the

game
but...

"As
soon
as

the

jump
ball
is

tossed
they'll
be

gone."

DOCTORSWEI6HT
LOSS

MEDICAL
CLINIC

The

Easiest
Most

Effective

Weight
Loss

Program
E

YOU
CAN
LOSE
UP
TO
30

LBS.
IN

JUST

30

DAYS
AND
STAY
THAT
WAY

Doctor*
Weight
Loss
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Liquid
Protein

techniques
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Hie

now
Lunch
8

Dinr

mono,
to

guarantee
you
will
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to
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pounds
the
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liquid
Protein
Di
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38

pounds
the
first

month.
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liquid
Protein
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Your
body
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stored
fat
for

energy.
Don't
try
Hie

UquM
Prof.

To
be

safe,
this
diet
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medkoHy
supervised.

OUR

PROGRAM
IS
A

MEDICAL

TREATMENT
—

NOT
A

DIET

IF

YOU'D
LIKE
TO
BE
22
TO
30
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LIGHTER
AT

THIS
TIME
NEXT
MONTH

.

.

.

CALL
NOW
FOR
A

FREE

CONSULTATION
—
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OBLIGATION.CALL

351-9800
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CLINIC
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Johnsoncoptur&sfan:
Stat®News/RobertKozloff

MSUfreshmanEmrvin'Magic'Johnsonpullsdowna reboundinlastspring'sstatechampionshipgame. JohnsonandhisLansingEverettteammateswon theclassAstatetitleoverBirminghamBrother Rice.
CUSTOMT-SHIRTS *3"pershirtincludesaqualityT-shirt,your dormname,clubs,teams,fraternityorsor¬ orityensignia.ondpicture,anyamountof letters,whateveryouwant. •ColoredT-Shirt JerseysSweatshirts& NylonJacketsAlso CallBILLLEEat

C&OT-SHIRTCO. 371-2694

PRE-GRAND OPENING: 20%OFF EVERYTHINGINSTORE! Includes
FloorShirts-Jackets-Socks Basketballs-Footballs-T-Shirts PonyShoes-Uniforms

(LoanerShirtsavailableonTeamPurchases) SPORTSFUNDERS ATHLETIC EQUIP.CO.
2780e.grandriver,e.lansing (nexttoTom'sPartyStore)

ByTOMSHANAHAN StateNewsSportsWriter EarvinJohnsonsayshell
haveastrangefeelingwhenhe takesthefloorwithMSU's basketballteamforthefirst timethisyear. Thehighlyacclaimedfresh¬

mancalled'Magic,'whohas playedbeforeselloutsinhigh school,all-stargamesacross theMidwestandEastandin Europe,saysdespitehisex¬ perienceshellbeinaweofhis firstcollegebasketballgame. Driftingofftothoughtsofthe
firstgame,alittleovertwo weeksaway,Johnsonsmiled andleanedbackonthecourt- sidebenchjustbeforearecent practicesession. "Illhavebutterfliesbefore

thegame."Johnsonsaid."The wholethingisyou'reabigboy now.It'snotthefans...I've playedbeforebigcrowdsbe¬ fore.ThethingisnowI'mgoing tobeincollegebasketball." WhileJohnsonwillappre¬
ciatehisfirstcollegegame,he addsheisstillamazedatthe attentionhereceivesfrom MSU'soptimisticfans. "Itstillsurprisesmebecause

I neverthoughtitwould
amounttoallthisfor who's18yearsold.It'sbeena realtripbutyoudon'treally payattentiontoitoryou'll startegotripping." Althoughfaninterestin

MSUbasketballgrewafterhe saidhewouldattendMSU, Johnsonaddsheknowsveter¬ ansGregKelserandBobChap¬ manarethestars. "GregandBobhavebeen
hereandI'mstilllearning.I'm somethingtoaddtotheteam andI'mnotgoingtodoany¬ thingsilly. "IknowBobandGregcan scoreand111justbeanother persontopickuptheslackand scorethat16or17pointsthey weremissinglastyear.Illplay myrolebecauseyouhaveto playyourroleoryou'regoing

toenduplosing. "Ifeelthatthey(thefans)
knowwhothebigplayersare. Whentheyseethegames they'llknowthatGregandBob leadusandifpeopledon'tknow atleastIdo." Afterbeingcalledthebest

highschoolplayerinAmerica andwinningthestatehigh schoolchampionshiphissenior year,whatcanJohnsondoin
collegetoaddtothestaturehe alreadyhasintheLansing area? "Highschoolwasasuper thing.Rightnowit'sthegreat¬ estfeelingIcouldeverhave. "Itcouldbejustasnicein collegeifwejustpickupthe trackandwin...fmnotused tolosing.Ifwewinthe'bigboy' (theNCAAchampionship)it'd bejustasnice.Butfirstwe havetoworkfortheBigTen championship." Johnsonsaidhetriesnotto

lettheadmirationgotohis head,butheaddshedidenjoy theattentionwhenhewas recruitedbyanycollegehe wantedtogoto. "ItwasniceandIcouldstand
itagain,"Johnsonsmiled."It wasabigdecisionformeand that'swhyittookalongtime.I wantedtobesure,butIwas alsogladwhenitwasover becausenowIgetalotmore time." Therecruitingbattlefor Johnsonlastspringnarrowed downtoMSUandMichigan. Andwhenthedayfinallycame

forhimtoannouncethedeci¬ sion,hehadstillkeptita (continuedonpage19)

DON'TMISSAPLAY
SeealltheactionwithhelpfromCo-optical.

Weofferyoualargeselectionofcontacts,lenses, andfashionframes. 3S1-5320
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Rogers

CoverphotobyRobertKozloff
(continuedfrompage2) LastSaturday's29-10win

overMinnesotahasRogers' two-yearrebuildingprogramat itspeak.TheSpartanshave wonthreeinarowandarein thirdplacewithachance
tofinishsecondintheBigTen. Rogersreturnedtohispass¬

ingattackatMinnesotalast weekafterbeingforcedtorun
theballbecauseteamshave beenoverplayingthepass. MSUquarterbackEdSmith

andflankerKirkGibsonhooked upwitheachotherastheydid lastyear.FirstGibsoncaughta 51-yardtouchdownpassand thenan85-yardscoringrecep¬ tion.
(continuedonpage4) C.B.S. SPORT CENTER ACRYLIC JOGGING SUITS MSU SWEATSHIRTS A SWEATSUITS BACKPACKS MSU JERSEYS RACQUETSA RACQUETBALLS PADDLESA PADDLEBALLS TENNISGEAR SPORTS BOOKS FROM
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Priceslimitedtoquantitiesonhand.Sale endsSun.,Nov.20,1977.
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Rogers
says
he

has

a]ways

had
this

'passing
disease.'

"Throughout
my

playing

days
I

was
a

receiver
and
a

quarterback,"
Rogers

said.
"I

played
a

lot
of

end
and
I

enjoyed
throwing
the
ball
as
a

quarterback.
I

learned
as
a

defensive
back
in

the

AFL
and

the
NFL
that

unless
the

defen¬

sive
back
is
a

truly

superior

athlete
he
is

at
a

superior

disadvantage.
I

just
feel
it
is
an

easier
way
to

move
the
ball

down
the
field
by

incorporating

the

pass."The

problems
of

rebuilding

Rogers
rebuilding
football

MSU
football
because
of

proba¬

tion
has

slowed
a

turnaround

fans

always
hope
for

from
a

new
coach.

Every
now

and
then

rumors
begin,

claim¬

ing

Rogers
is

unhappy
at

MSU

and
will
be

moving
along.

But
he

says
it

isn't
so

and
the

size
and

pressure
of
a

Big
Ten

school
like

MSU
hasn't

made

him

unhappy.
"I

haven't
made
a

mistake

(coming
to

MSU).
Anyone

will

always
have

apprehensions
when
they
have

obtained
some¬

thing
bigger
than

what
they

have

known
before.

"Something
smaller
seems

more

personal
than

something

big

seems.
But

Michigan
State

becomes
personal
and
it's
not
as

big
as
I

thought.
I

don't
have
to

worry
about
where
I'm

going

because
I'm

happy
here.
I

feel

sorry
for

coaches
who
are

always
moving
and

looking
for

a

Utopia.
People

who
are

always

expecting
to

find

happiness
SPAGHETTI
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FROM
4

PJH

Qur
own
home

made
meaty
spaghetti
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with
hot

rolls
plus
a

help

yourself
salad
bar!

$2.25m

'ood

6|)nnk

fdablbhimnti
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—

EAST

LANSING

Strike
-

it

Lucky
for

an

afternoon
or

evening
ofentertainment

Specials!Games
80«

Adults

70C

ChildrenWeekdays
9:00-5:00

p.i

Softer
11:30

p.m.

Sat.
t

Sun.

9:00-2:00
p.i

•40
Lanes•AutomaticScorers•Cocktail

Bar•Restaurant•Billiards

Open
BowlingHolidayLanes

Just
North
of

Frondor

E.

GRAND
RIVER

-

going
t

find
it.Through

the

sometimes
ad¬

versity
of

the
past
two

seasons

Rogers
has

been
able
to

keep

his

unique
sense
of

humor.

Asked
what
he

would
do
if

he

had
a

son
on

the

team
that

could
play

quarterback
Rogers

replied,
"I'd

check
with
my
wife

because
all
I

have
is

three

daughters."Relating
humorous

scenes

from
a

game
to

the

media
is

another
Rogers
favorite.
After

the

34-16

Wyoming
win

when

Hans

Nielson
missed
three

first-half
field

goals
and

finally
made
a

51-yardei
.

half,

Rogers
said:
"Hans

usually

jumps
up

and

down
after
he

makes
a

field
goal
but

after
that

one
he

just

picked
up

the

kicking
tee

and
ran
off

the

field."Rogers
says
he

enjoys
all

aspects
of
a

football
game.

"When
it

gets
down
to
it
I

wouldn't
stay
in

coaching
un¬

less
I

enjoyed
working
with

young
men.
I

like
the

feeling
of

accomplishment
when
you
can

actually
see
and
get

results."

But
he

says
he

sometimes

misses
the

fan's
view,

(continued
on

page
5)

DISCOUNT
CALCULATORS

AND
OFFICE

ELECTRONICS
"Guaranteed
lowest

prices
in

Town"

SPECIAL!Texas
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II
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AVAILABLE
220

M.A.C.UnivMall
351-6470
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1

/

x.
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Tit
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DISCOUNT
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NOW
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NOW
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.

.

TYPEWRITERS
FEATUBUIG:SMITH-CORONACORONAMATIC

1100
A

1200

WITH

SNAP-IN
RIBBON

CARTRIDGES

AND,
LIKE
OUR

CALCULATORS:
"BUARANTEED
LOWEST
PRICES
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TOWN!"CAMPFITTERSWONDERFULWINTER
SALE

o

Cross
Country
Ski

packages

69."
-

119.95

•

Down
jackets

•

Down
vests

•
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sweaters

o

Save
on

other
items
for

winter

RAUPPCampfitters
J

2021
E.

Michigan
1

blk.
W.
of

and

across
from
the
old
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484-9401
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See
Our
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jk^i
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|

(continued
from

page
15)

us

picked
to

finish
fifth
or

sixth

in

the
Big
Ten.
But
the

people

in

the

Lansing
area
think
we

should
finish
first
or

second
in

Bessone(continued
from

page
13)

But

perhaps
the
best

news

about
Bessone
is

that
he

hasn't

finished
spawning
more
fables

to
be

relived
down

through
the

years."Sure
I've

given
some

thought
to

retiring.
Buti
it's
up

to

MSU.
I

don't
have
to

retire

for
four

years
when
I

turn
65.
I

could
coach
for

three
of

those

years
and
then
take
a

sabbati¬

cal.
"But
I

wouldn't
retire
unless

I

had

something
else
to

do."
he

continued.
"The

athletic
depart¬

ment
is

separate
from
the

Physical
Education
department

so
I

can't
teach.
So
it's
up
to

the

University
whether
or

not
I

coach
for
the
next
four

years."

Let's
hear

you

j

rt

atthe
jZl

J*

GAMES!
I

GREEN
&

WHITEKAZOOS!Marshall
Mask

the

NCAA."Realistically,
1

would
say

we're
better
than
the

media

people
pick
us

and
not
as

good

as

the

Lansing
people

believe."

Heathcote's
successful
re¬

cruiting
is

the

main

reason

people
are
able
to

even

mention

tournaments
this

year.
Heath-

cote
said
he

has
a

"low-key"

approach
toward

recruiting
and

that
this
is

the
only
way
he

can

get

quality
players
to

attend

MSU."The

community
apathy
to¬

ward

basketball
was

depress¬
ing
last

year."
he

said.
"That

was
a

real

negative
for

our

recruiting
efforts
just
like

our

facility
(Jenison)
was
also
a

negative."But
we

also
have
a

lot
of

positive
things
at

MSU
and

that's
what
we

had
to

show

Earvin.
We

also
had
to

prove

to

him
that
we

were
only
a

player
or

two
away
from
being

a

very
good

basketball
team."

Negative
recruiting

-

stress¬

ing
the
bad

aspects
of

other

schools
instead
of

the

good

(continued
on

page
19)
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leathcote
mellow
ye1

Stat.

News/Robert
KozloH

Jud

He.thcote,
who
is

known
for
his

emotional
and

boisterous
coaching
style,
looks

rather
subdued

during
a

recent
practice.

Heathcote
said
he

would
be

less

visibly
emotional
this

season.

SPECIAL
By

MICHAEL
KLOCKE

State
News
Sports
Writer

MSU
head

basketball
coach

Jud

Heathcote
sat
in

his

Jeni-

son

office
leaning
back
in
a

chair
with
his
feet

propped
up

on
his

desk.
He

looked
calm
and

complacent
as

he

answered

questions
and

reflected
on
his

career,
his

coaching
style
and

the

MSU

basketball
program.

Calm
and

complacent?
Now

how
can
this
be

the

same
Jud

Heathcote
whose

vociferous

antics
and

referee
baiting

were

so

noticeable
during
his

first

season
at

MSU?
"I'm
in

my

twenty-eighth

year
of

coaching.
Yon'd
think

that
age.

baldness
and

obesity

would
maybe
mellow
a

coach,"

Heathcote
said.
"But
I

get

involved.
I'm
an

emotional
per¬

son
and
I

become
totally

ob¬

sessed
with
the

game."
Heathcote
is

about
to

begin

his

second
year
as

the

Spartan

head
coach
after

replacing
Gus

Ganakas.
In
his

first
year
MSU

suffered
through
a

dismal
10-17

season
and
sixth
place
finish.

But
now

things
couldn't
look

much

brighter
for

Heathcote

and
his

team.

Basketball
inter¬

est
at

MSU
is

at

an
all

time

high,
mainly
because
the

Spar¬

tans
have

Earvin
"Magic"

Johnson
and

many
people
ex¬

pect
him
to

lead
the

Spartans
to

Let's
hear

you

rt

atthe
&
\

aM

GAMES!
•

»*
J

GREEN
&

WHITEKAZOOS!

Is
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(50free)
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-
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31
<t

Randall
s

Health
Food

1381
E.

Grand
River

332-6892

m

I

>2.50

•2.50

Leo's

Continental
Coiffeurs

"
"

is
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and

Kotherine
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Their
Staff
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Super
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Guys
S
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for
an

appointment
•2.50

the
Big
Ten

title-and
maybe

"I

would
say
the

biggest

pressures
last

year
were
ones

we
put
on

ourselves
because
no

one

really
expected
us
to

win
too

many
games."
Heathcote

recalled.
"This

year
the

pres¬

sures
are

more
from

without.

"People
in

the

media
and
at

other

conference
schools
have

PmolT)

Stat.

ttows/Rokwrt
Koztoff

Dne

mainly
to

Jud

Heathcote's
outstanding

recruit¬

ing

success,
basketball
interest
at

MSU
appears
to

be
at
an
all

time
high.

and
do
it

yourself
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DISCOUNT
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24

hours
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&

CEDAR

M@bil

427
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&
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East
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you'rewaiting forthe
EraofEarvin

IITheeraofPIMMishere!
m&L.WjS&BRS&k

LockerRoom
317E.GrandRiver333-3815

ihepard's compus

AmoalongMSI
saga

ByEDWARDL.BONDERS SpecialtotheStateNews Takeonecigar-smokingItal¬
ianfromSpringfield,Mass.

Combinehimwithseveral hundredyoungathletesovera periodof30years. Addalegionofdevotedfans.
Thenplacethe€
5affair

StateNews/MaggieWalker
AmoBessonestillbreaksouttheskatestocoachthe MSUhockeyteamontheice.Bessone'scareerat MSUhasbeenanythingbutdull.

Theresultis:AmoBessone. Thetalesinvolvingthecigar- chompingBessonereachfrom Chicagotothevastexpansesof NewMexicoandArizona. Andeachincidentconcerning
theSpartancoachhasit'sown individualvalue. TheBessonesagabegansoon

aftergraduationfromhigh schoolandastintinParis, Franceplayingprofessional hockey. Followinghisreturntothe States,Bessonewenttothe UniversityofIllinois. WhileontheChampaign campus,Bessonemetanindivi¬ dualwhowastolaterbecome oneofhisclosestfriends;John Mariucci. Theirpathscrossedseveral
timesinlateryearsasMariucci wentontocoachhockeyat Minnesotafollowingaprofes¬ sionalcareerwiththeChicago BlackHawks.Bessonemethis rivalwhilebehindthebenchin EastLansing. Mariucci,nowascoutforthe MinnesotaNorthStarsbelieves

inchidingAmoateveryoppor¬ tunity. "Yeah,Amo'salow-class Italianandabadhockeycoach, too,"Mariuccisaidfromhis Minneapolisoffice. "Why.oneyearwewere (continuedonpage8)

We'reexpertsinfiguringandpricinglofts.Letus helpyoudesignyourloftwithnoobligation.We've beenhelpingstudentsforyears. We'vegotthelowestpricesintown. Deliverycanbearranged. ClosestlumberyardtoMSU lospecialcuttingSaturdays Wealsohave: shelves,partitionsbolts, nails,tools,dowels,paneling,stain. ERB> 4600AureliusRd.,Lansing ,393-2550 opendaily8-5:30 Sat8-4
UJMBERCQ

StateNews/MaggieWalker Withhisbaseballcap,
butlackinghiscigar, AmoBessoneeyesan¬ otherpracticesession

inhis27yearsasthe Spartan'scoach.

Let'shearyou
[rgatthe&J*GAMES.'J*1 GREEN& WHITE KAZOOS!

CLOTHES FORTHE WINNING LOOK th€d matebox OAATCINTRODUCESTHEl\V-/WIOWEDGE Rootsraisesitsquality&comforttonewheightswiththeWedgefor men&women.Hand-craftedinsuperbCanadianleathersfor durabilityandtimelessgoodlooks. 220MAC353528thST.
THEUNIVERSITYMALL(f*OOtS)EASTBROOKMALL EASTLANSINGIGRANDRAPIDS 517-332-2212
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were
losing
5-2
in

the

third

period,"
he

continued.

"Then
I

taught
Amo
a

lesson

-and

pulled
my

goaltender
with

about
eight

minutes
to

go.
We

ended
up

winning
that

game
6-5

and

Amo's
face

was
just

'ashen'

after
that

defeat."
Mariuca"

recollected."In fact, he

couldn't
even
talk

for
a

week,
I

think
it

was.
And.

that's
damned
hard
for

Amo
to

do,"
he

added.Bessone
retorted
to

his

friend's
account
of

the

embar¬

rassing
defeat
at

the

hands
of

the

Gophers."John's
a

hell
of
a

guy."

Bessone
blurted

while
cigar

smoke
curled
past
his

glasses.

"He's
pulling
your
leg.
1*11

tell

you
what
really

happened.
Hell,

we

saved
John's
job

with
that

game.
In

fact,

Minnesota
won
it

on
a

fluke
play.
Their

player

tried
to

clear
the

puck
from

behind
our
net
and
it

hit

our

goalie
in

the
back
of

the

head

and
went
in.

"I

told
John

after
the

game

that'
even
a

blind
pig
can
find
an

acorn
every
now
and

then,

dammit."
Bessone

exclaimed.
Following
his

stint
in

World

War
II.

Bessone
played
profes¬

sional
hockey

with

Providence

of

the
old

American
Hockey

League.
His

teams'
opponent

one

night
was

Cleveland,
who

counted
on

its

roster
Amo's

brother
Pete.

The

game
started
fiercely

with
Pete

taking
a

-five-inch

gash
from
the

business
end
of

one
of

Amo's

teammates.
"Yeah,
that's
how
it

started,"

Amo

gruffed.
"I

warned
our

guy
that
Pete

was
mad
and

would
get
him.
Sure

enough
in

the

second
period,
while
I'm
in

the

penalty
box
Pete

gets
this

guy
a

good
one
and
gets
a

penalty."The

Providence
bench

was

right
next
to

the

penalty
box

and
when
Pete

came
over
to

get

in,
one
of

my

teammates
said
he

was

gonna
get
that
big

son
of
a

bitch."I
told
him

not
to

mess

around
because
Pete

was

mad,"

Amo

continued."Finally
this
guy

keeps

threatening
and
here
he

comes

over
the

boards
from
the

bench.

So
I

cold-cocked
on

him
in

midair.
I

guess
blood's
thicker

than

different
uniform
colors.

When
we

went
into
the

locker-

room

between
periods.
I

figured
there'd
be

another

fight.
That

poor
guy
had

one
of

the

biggest
shiners
I've

ever

seen,"
Bessone

recalled.

"But
the

guys
sort
of

laughed

it

off.
It

wasn't
funny

when
we

got

fined,

though,"
he

added

stumbling
for

yet

another
lightJ3-

Let's
hear

you

f=}
at

the

J•
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NEXT
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for
his

cigar.
While
Bessone

was

eager
to

challenge
his

own

teammate
in

Providence,
the

Spartan
coach

was
less
than

eager
to

put
a

team
on
the
ice
in

Albuquerque,

N.M.During
his
first

year
at

MSU,

both
the

Spartans
and

U-M

were
in

Colorado
over

Christ¬

mas

break.
Vic

Hyliger,
the

Wolverine
coach,

convinced

Amo
that
the
two

teams
could

travel
to

both
New
Mexico

and

Phoenix
and
play
two

exhibi-
"I

was
a

rookie
coach
that

year
and

learned
my

lesson,"

Bessone
declared,
the

cigar

finally
finding
life

again.

'The

promoter
in

Albuquer¬

que

didn't
want
to

pay
the

guaranteed
gate

money
to

us.

We

needed
it

to

get

back
to

Denver
where
we

had

plane

reservations
with
the

Univer¬

sity
to

get

back
to

East
Lan¬

sing."When
this
guy

wouldn't

pay,"

Bessone
continued,
"I

refused
to

send
the

team
on
the

(continued
on

page
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ice.
He

finally

convinced
me
to

accept
a

check,
but

before
we

went
out
for
the

game
I

sent

the

student
manager
across
the

street
to

get

plane

reservations

back
to

Denver.
"There

were
5,000

people,

including
the

governor,
waiting

for
the

game
to

start.
Well,

they
waited
about
an

hour
until

we
got
the

guaranteed
money,"

Bessone
reminisced.

While
the

check
in

Albuquer¬

que
was
good,
Amo
didn't

run

into
any

such
luck

on

the

Phoenix
leg
of

the

1950
ven¬

ture."I
met
this
guy
at

the

hotel

who
said
he

was

Mickey
Potter

from

Saginaw.
And
that
he

graduated
from
MSU.
When
he

found
out
who
we

were,
he

was

happy
to

wine
and
dine

with
us.

Hell,
this
guy
had

money.
He'd

think-
nothing
of

tipping
a

waitress
$5

for
a

sandwich.

"He
gave
me
a

check
for
$500

and
told
me
to

make
sure
the

boys
had
a

nice

Christmas,"

Bessone
chuckled.

"Then
he

turned
around
and

gave
the

barmaid
a

check
for

$1,000.
When
I

got

home
from

that
trip,

here's
a

stranger

sitting
in

my

parlor.
He's

an

FBI

agent.
Let's
hear

you

n
at

the

&

J-J

GAMES!
1
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&
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"When
he

asked
me
if
I

knew

a

Mr.

Potter
I

told
him

you

mean
Mickey.
Hell
of
a

guy.
In

fact
I

have
his

check
for

$500
in

my

pocket,
"

Amo

recalled.

"The
agent
told
me
that
the

guy
was
a

coal

miner
from

Illinois
and
had

somehow
come

across
Mr.

Potter's
credit
cards

and

check
book.
I

guess
the
guy

had
a

grand
time
for

awhile

going
to

(Las)
Vegas

and
then

on
to

Phoenix.
But,
he

got

tripped
up

when
he

wrote
those

checks
to

me
and
the

barmaid

since
Mr.

Potter's
bank

was

called
and
said
that

wasn't
the

real
Mr.

Potter,"
Bessone

mused."I

don't
know

what

happened

to

him
(the

imposter)
but
the

agent
figured
he'd

get

5-10

years.
Hell,
he

was
just

having

a

good
time,"
Bessone

chuckled,

concluding
the

anecdote,
(continued

on

page
17)
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ney
said.

"There's
a

big

num¬

bers
factor

—

you
need
depth
in

football
and
we

really
haven't

gotten
a

full

recruiting
shot
with

the

probation."Perhaps
just
as

important
as

the

winning
records
of

the

teams

themselves
is

the
way
the

public
looks

upon
MSU.
Kear¬

ney
has

contacts
with
the

public

and

alumni
and
he

said
the

responses
toward
MSU
has

been

"overwhelmingly
good."

"Everywhere
I

go

people

seem
to
be

very

optimistic
about

MSU"s
athletic

program,"
Kear¬

ney
said.

"People
are

really

starting
to

believe
in

MSU."

The

reason
they
are

believing

may
be

that
in

Joe

Kearney,

MSU
has

exactly
what
they

need
in

the

athletic
director's

office
—
a

touch
of

class.
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the
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Kearney
(continuedfrompage11) AlthoughKearneyhaddonea

lot.ofcoaching,hesaidhenever expectedtobeanathletic admmistrator.Hewasahigh schoolprincipalforsevenyears■ andhehadhiseyessetonthe presidencyofoneofthesmall Californiajuniorcolleges. "Itbecameapparenttome
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workatMSUandallthepeople

hehasmet.Butheaddedthat sometimeinthefuture,a universityvice-presidencyor perhapsthepresidencyofa juniorcollegewouldnotbeout ofthequestion. Butthatisforthefuture. Currently,"Kearneyislooking
atanathleticprogramatMSU thatisbeginningtoimprove underhisleadership. Kearneyisrealisticabout

howlongitwilltaketorebuild MSUfollowingtheprobation.
Hehopesitwilltakefiveyears andheaddedthatthingsare lookingbettereveryday. "Youjustdon'tbuildafoot¬

ballprogramovernight,"Kear- Icontinuedonpage13)
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MSUathleticdirector JoeKearneyinvites Spartancoachesinto hisofficetodiscuss rebuildingMSU.Foot- ballcoachDarryl Rogersandhockey coachAmoBessone carryadepleted Spartanwhilebasket¬ ballcoachJudHeath- cotefeedsthepatient 'Magic'pills.
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Forneyrebuilding
task

By

MICHAEL
KLOCKE

State
News
Sports
Writer

The
MSU

athletic
scene
was

in
a

state
of

turmoil
in

April
of

1976
when
Joe

Kearney
was

appointed
athletic
director.

The

NCAA
had
just

placed

MSlTs
football

program
on

three-year
probation
for

vari¬

ous
rule

violations.
Kearney's

job
was
to

rebuild
the

program.

But

before
be

could
even

begin
to

rebuild
Spartan

ath¬

letics,
Kearney
had
to

help
MSU

establish
a

degree
of

credibility.

Public

sentiment
toward
MSU

athletics
was

understandably
negative."We

felt
if

in

our
first
three

years
we

could

establish
some

credibility,
some

meaningful
relationships
and
set
a

founda¬

tion
for

our

program,
then
we

might
be
a

little
bit

stronger

coming
out
of

probation
than
we

were
going
in,"

Kearney
said.

But
in

addition
to

the

proba¬

tion,

Kearney
had
the

more

immediate
task
of

choosing

coaches.
Denny
State

and
Gus

Ganakas
were
both

gone
and

Kearney's
chore
was
to

choose

new

coaches
for

two

major

revenue
sports.

"I've
got
a

private
philosophy

of

what
my
role
is

as
an

athletic

administrator.
I

think
the

most

.

important
area
is

how
well
I

hire,"
Kearney

said.

"Secondly,

I

then
have
to

provide
them

with
the

resources
and
the

environment
so

they
can
do

their
job."

1

Many
people
close
to

MSU

already
had
their

picks
made
for

the
two

head,
coaching
jobs.

So

what
does
this

new

athletic

director
do

but

choose
Darryl

Rogers
and
Jud

Heathcote
from

two

obscure
schools
out

west?

But

Kearney
had

no

second

thoughts."Iknew
these

coaches

wouldn't
be

exactly
household

•names.
But
a

good
coach
is
a

,

,Cycle
carriesexcercisers
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N.
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332-422B
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Doug

ElbingerPhotography
good
coach

wherever
he

comes

from,"
Kearney

said.
"I

always

have
had
the

utmost
confidence

that
these
two

men
will

develop

the

kinds
of

programs
we
can

identify
with."

"

Kearney
was

athletic
director

at

the

University
of

Washington

before
coming
to

MSU
and
one

of

the
last

tasks
he

had

there

was
hiring
a

new

football
coach.

He

said
this

helped

immensely

after
he

came
to

MSU
because

he

had
an

idea
of

where
the

good

(continued
on

page
11)
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Athletic
Director
Joe

Kearney
has
had
the
task
of

rebuilding
a

beleagured
ath¬

letic

program.
His

efforts
appear
to

by

paying
off
as

MSU
sports
are
on
the

up¬

swing.
WARM
UP
TO

WINTER
WITH

WHITE
STAG

fromFor

Downhill,
Cross
Country

or

just
walks
on

Campus,

Down
Filled
Ski

Jackets
will

keep
you

stylishly
warm.

These

MOUNTAIN
GOAT

JACKETS
are

durable
and

can
be

worn
for

all

your

Outdoor
Adventures.

Now
is

the
time
to

choose

from
our
large

selection

of

popular
WHITE
STAG

JACKETS,
Priced
from
s52.

East

Lansing
Across
from

the

Student
Union

Kearney
entered
athletic
program
in

troubled
times

(continued
from

page
10)

coaches
were.

In

retrospect,
there
are
two

obvious
ways
to

look
at

Kear¬

ney's
decision
to

come
to

MSU.

One
is

to

wonder
why
he

would

want
to

step
into
a

program
in

such

obvious
turmoil.
Two,

you

could
say
it

represented
a

personal
challenge.

But

Kearney
said
he

looked

on
it

simply
as
a

great
oppor¬

tunity."Alot
of

people
ask
me
why
I

would
want
to

step
into
all
of

these

difficulties.
But

you
have

to

realize
that
we

probably
have

one
of

the
20

finest

universities

in

the

country,"
Kearney

said.

"MSU
enjoys
a

reputation

that

maybe
you

don't
realize

when
you're
right
in

its

own

backyard.
I

realized
that
MSU

had
the

necessary
resources
to

climb
back

after
the

trauma
of

the

probation,
so
I

viewed
it

more
as
a

great

opportunity

than
a

challenge."
The
busy

and

complex
sche¬

dule
of
an

athletic
director

can

make
the
job

rather
hectic

but

Kearney
obviously
enjoys

it.

"It's
one
of

the

more

complex

jobs
and
in

many
ways
I

deal

with
the

same
type
of

constitu¬

ency
as
a

top-level
university

administrator,"
Kearney

said.

"You
deal

with
a

very
visible

entity.

Everything
you
do
is

going
to

be

commented
on

—

either
good
bad
or

indifferent."

One
of

the

main
jobs
of

an

athletic
director
is

funding
since

MSU
has
24

different
sports
to

support.Most'of
the

money
has
to
be

generated
by

the

department

itself.
MSU's

athletic
depart¬

ment
is

working
on
a

budget
of

$3.7

million
dollars
this

year
—

the

University
allocates

$400,000
and
the

athletic
de¬

partment
must
come
up

with

$3.3

million.
"As

an

athletic
director,

you

are

responsible
for
a

depart
-
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ment
that

basically
has
to

fund

itself,"
Kearney

said.
"I

just

don't
send
my

requests
upstairs

to

the

University
and
get
my

checkbook
to

draw
on

for
the

next
year.

"We
set
our

budget
by

identi¬

fying
what
we

think
the

revenue

posture
of

this

department
is

going
to

be.

Then
we

must

determine
how
to

support
the
24

sports
and
the

administrative
support
service
that

goes
with

it."In

addition
to

looking
after

Cross
Country

Skis
by:•Norma

rk

•Jofa•Dourc

funding,
Kearney

said
an

athle¬

tic

director
must
be
in

tune
with

the
fact
that

athletics
is

part
of

an

educational
institution.

'

He
said
so

few
of

the

athletes

ever
make

professional
sports

that
the

educational
advantages

of

the

University
must
be

stressed."The
role
of

an

athletic

director
has

changed
from

what

it

was
40

years
ago
when
maybe

he

was

more
of
a

scheduler,

manager
and

even
part
time

coach,"
Kearney

said.

Kearney
has
an

extensive

background
in

athletics,
and

this
may
have
helped

groom
him

for
an

athletic
director's

post.

"1

really

stumbled
upon
ath¬

letics
while
in

the

junior
high

school,"
reminisced
Kearney,

who
grew
up
in

Cleveland.

"There
was
a

physical
education

teacher
who

started
a

program

for
us

even
though
there

was
no

inter-scholastic
athletics.
It

was

Sylva
Nicholet,
HI

never
forget

his

name."(continued
on

page
12)

Ski

Package
Sale

Boots
by

•Alsop•Normark•Tyrol

PACKAGE
INCLUDES

1.

JOFA

FIBERGLASS
PACKAGE
PRICE

TOURING
SKIS

2.

TYROL
LEATHER

BOOTS
3.

GOYRE
BINDINGS

4.

JOFA
POLESLEACHFlbmglouRacquet

S.BS
AluminumHoursMon-Fri

10am-8
pm

Sot
9

am-6
pmDOWN

JAE
DOWN
VE

BIBS,
TU

SKI
SWEHATS,

M
DOWNBOOTIES,and

somuch
mo


